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LCW PRESENT  
Benita Brown, School Libraries  
Nancy A. Bunker, Academic 4-Year  
M. Kate Burton, School Libraries 

Valerie McBeth, Special Libraries  
Pat Partovi, Public Libraries Over 100,000 
Rand Simmons, Ex-Officio, Acting State      

Eliza Dresang, Ex-Officio, iSchool  
Geoff Fitzpatrick, Information Technology  
Priscilla Ice, Information and Technology  

   Librarian, WSL  
Joan Weber, Academic 2-Year  
Valerie Wonder, Disadvantaged 
 

WSL PRESENT  
Jeff Martin, Acting Program Manager   
Anne Yarbrough, LSTA Grant Manager  
 
SPECIAL GUESTS 
Jane Blume, Director, Library and Media Services, Bellingham Technical College 
Chris Cox, Dean of Libraries, Western Washington University 
Linda Lambert, Library Director, Whatcom Community College 
Pam Nyberg Kiesner, Director, Bellingham Public Library 
Dr. Michael Lorenzen, Associate Dean for Public Services, WWU Libraries 
 

 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS  
Priscilla, as Chair, welcomed Council and opened the meeting. 
 
APPROVAL MARCH 8, 2012 MEETING NOTES 
The March 8, 2012 meeting notes were reviewed and approved as written. 
 
REVIEW MEETING AGENDA 
Council was referred to the revised agenda in the handout packet. 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 
Kate announced that she had received a Fulbright Scholarship to go to school in 
England. She will be taking a 6 month leave of absence from Council. 

STATE LIBRARIAN’S REPORT  
Rand provided his State Librarian’s report: 



• Rand introduced WSL’s choice for the National Book Festival―Envy, a young 
adult mystery by Greg Olsen, a Washington author. 

• The State Library took a 12.5% cut from the November–December 2011 special 
session, including the library’s share of administrative cuts to OSOS.  The 2012 
legislative budget moves roughly another $4 million in state funding out of the 
State Library budget and replaces it with Heritage Center funding. As a result, 
WSL will now receive approximately 52% of its funding for the biennium from 
Heritage Center funds. There is no guarantee that WSL will continue to receive 
Heritage Center funding in future bienniums.   

• Election of a new Secretary of State ― three candidates (Kim Wyman, Kathleen 
Drew and Greg Nickels) visited WTBBL to meet with staff. Wyman and Nickels 
have agreed to return to meet with WTBBL’s Patron Advisory Council (PAC). 

• Sen. Nick Harper contacted Rand about the possibility of having a state book fair 
or festival in spring or summer of 2013. Rand told him although we can’t support 
financially, we could facilitate. The Seattle Public Library’s Center for the Book 
might be a potential co-sponsor. Senator Harper said he would approach 
corporations for funding. Meanwhile, WSL is establishing a committee to look at 
the possibility. 

• Rand referred Council to the article in the agenda packet regarding Laura 
Sherbo, Manager of Branch Library Services, who will be awarded the 
Professional Achievement Award at the ALA Conference. The award is given by 
the Association of Specialized and Cooperative Library Agencies (ASCLA), a 
division of the ALA. Laura was nominated by her staff.  

• Rand, Jeff, Martha Shinners, and Diane Hutchins met in March with Dr. Bette 
Hyde from the Department of Early Learning (DEL) and discussed how libraries 
can fit into the national Race to the Top grant awarded to DEL and the role WSL 
can play. Dr. Hyde suggested WSL apply for funding, possibly acting as a 
clearinghouse and/or to facilitate training. 

                                                                                                                  
RECRUITING APPLICANTS TO SERVE ON LIBRARY COUNCIL 
Priscilla led a discussion on how we can better recruit for Council positions in order to 
provide a larger pool of qualified candidates, especially for special libraries position 
which has always been difficult to fill. The discussion will continue at the September 
meeting. 
 
LSTA FIVE-YEAR PLAN 2013 – 2017  
Jeff, Diane Hutchins, and Anne attended a Q&A webinar on May 1st where IMLS 
introduced six “focal points” that fit the use of LSTA funds. Council reviewed the 
draft 5-Year Plan and made suggestions for its further development. A special 
meeting on Elluminate will be held, tentatively June 12, from 3 to 4:30 p.m., to 
conduct a final review.   
 
TOUR OF HOST FACILITY  
Dr. Michael Lorenzen gave Council a tour of the WWU Libraries. 
 
CONTINUING EDUCATION 
Guests Jane Blume, Chris Cox, Linda Lambert, and Pam Kiesner, along with Valerie 
McBeth presented the Whatcom Libraries Collaborate, One Card program. The 



Whatcom County academic, public and tribal libraries have entered into a partnership 
that allows everyone who lives, works, or attends school in Whatcom County to check 
out materials and return materials from any participating public or academic library in 
Whatcom County. The costs are minimal and the program is very successful. Other 
partners such as school libraries are welcome to join. This collaborative partnership first 
began as a result of Washington State Library’s 2008 One Book grant awards (2) for the 
Whatcom County Reads! Project. 
 
ELECTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
Pat, chair of the Nominations Committee, provided the committee’s recommendation for 
the two vacancies.  Pat moved that Pamela Kiesner, Director, Bellingham Public Library 
be appointed to the Public Libraries under 100,000 position. Kate and Valerie McBeth 
seconded the motion; Council approved unanimously. Geoff moved and Benita 
seconded that Cynthia Lucas, Director of the Spokane County Law Library, be appointed 
to the Special Libraries position; Council approved unanimously. 
 
SHARE ILS PROJECT – PROOF OF CONCEPT 
Jeff presented a proposal by Gary Bortel, Library Development IT Manager, to use 
$4,000 in LSTA funds for a Proof of Concept testing of an open source ILS for the small 
publics that lack an ILS or a supported ILS. Three to five libraries would be included in 
the initial test over a 3-year period with the possibility of others being recruited later; this 
system would be hosted on WSL servers. Council approved moving this proposal 
forward. 
 
INFORMATION SHARING AND UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

• Jeff referred Council to the Ally with WTBBL Flyer in the agenda packet. 
• Rand announced the current Spotlight on Staff is WTBBL Reader Advisor, Alan 

Bentson.  Rand will send out the link to the article. 
 
WRAP UP; ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 

• Next meeting is a special Eluminate meeting to discuss the 5-year plan; June 12, 
from 3 to 4:30 pm (date and time to be verified) 

• The next regular Council meeting is at the Yakima Community College, Yakima, 
WA on Thursday, September 13, 2012. 
o Recruiting new members discussion 
o 2013 Workplan    

  
The meeting was adjourned. 
  
Respectfully submitted by Anne Yarbrough 
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