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Welcome to your 2025 Student Mock Election Voters’ Pamphlet!

The Student Mock Election is a nonpartisan event that helps teach you about 
the elections process and how to become an informed voter. You'll vote on 
issues that may be important to you.

In a real election, your ballot will include items based on where you live. From 
national, statewide, and local positions to tax levies, initiatives, and referenda, 
selecting elected officials and voting on critical issues are decisions that impact 
your daily life and therefore require an informed decision.

We created this Student Mock Election with constitutional amendments both 
past and present. This Voters’ Pamphlet will provide you with information 

to help you vote your ballot, including explanations of each issue, the impact each would have, and 
arguments for and against just like the actual Voters’ Pamphlets mailed statewide.

Please take time to read through this Voters’ Pamphlet to learn about the issues you can decide on. If you 
discuss your opinion with other students, remember to be respectful of their choices. Then fill out your 
Student Mock Election ballot and return it as instructed to have your vote counted. 

Voting is one of the greatest ways to make a difference in your community. To participate in real elections, 
adult Washington citizens must be registered to vote, which can be done online at VoteWA.gov, by 
mail, or in person. Voter registrations completed online or mailed must be received by Oct. 27. After that, 
they have until 8 p.m. on Nov. 4, Election Day, to register, vote, and return a ballot in person at a county 
elections office or voting center. 

If you are at least 16 years old, you can sign up as a Future Voter and be automatically registered to vote 
when you qualify. Tell your friends that you've signed up by using #FutureVoter and tag the Office of the 
Secretary of State!

Thank you for your time and participation in this introduction to the political process. As an informed voter, 
you’ll soon be able to make an impact in your community and our state by voting in every election!

Sincerely, 
 

 
Steve Hobbs 
Secretary of State

@secstatewa @secstatewa@WASecretaryofState

@WashingtonStateElections

Is your school participating?

Scan to see if your school 
is listed on the statewide 
Student Mock Election 
Dashboard!

If not, ask your teacher 
to sign up!

A message from Secretary of State Steve Hobbs

https://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/k12map
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Deadlines

Ballots mailed to voters by: October 17

Register by mail, received by: October 27

Register online by: October 27

Register in person by: November 4, 8 p.m.

Election Day: November 4

Voter tip:

Remember to sign 
and date your ballot 
return envelope. Your 
signature is important, 
and we need it to 
accept your ballot.

What if I’m not 18 yet?

If you are 16 or 17, become a Future Voter!

Sign up online at VoteWA.gov with your Washington state driver’s license, 
permit, ID, or the last four digits of your Social Security number. You’ll be 
automatically registered to vote when you qualify.

Every January on Temperance and Good Citizenship Day, high school students 
16 and older have the opportunity to complete a voter registration form in class.



4 How do I register to vote in Washington?

Moved? Update your 
voting address
Contact a county elections 
office to request a ballot at 
your new address.

By October 27: Have your application 
received by mail or updated online. 

Or

By November 4: Visit a local voting 
center in person.

How do I register  
to vote?
Online: Register at VoteWA.gov.

By mail: Request a paper form be  
mailed to you or print your own at  
sos.wa.gov/elections.

No internet access? Call 1 (800) 448-4881.

In person: Visit a county elections office 
(listed at the end of this pamphlet).

What if I’m not 18 yet?
If you are 16 or 17, become a Future Voter! 

Past felony conviction?
Get registered to vote.

Washington now restores 
voting rights to citizens 
with felony convictions 
immediately upon release 
from prison.

You must re-register to vote to 
receive a ballot.

Qualifications
To vote, you must be 
at least 18 years old, a 
U.S. citizen, a resident 
of Washington, and 
not currently serving 
a sentence of total 
confinement in prison for 
a felony. 

Registration deadlines
By mail or online: 
Your application must 
be received no later 
than October 27.

In person: Visit a 
local voting center no 
later than 8 p.m. on 
November 4.

Check your registration info at VoteWA.gov.

27 4

Sign up with your Washington state 
driver’s license, permit, 
ID, or the last four digits 
of your Social Security 
number. You’ll be 
automatically registered 
to vote when you qualify. 



5How do I vote and return my ballot?

4

3

21
Vote your ballot and sign your 
return envelope. We need your 
signature to accept your ballot. You 
are not required to vote every race 
on your ballot. We encourage using 
this pamphlet to help you decide.

If you cannot 
personally return 
your ballot, only let 
people you trust 
deliver it for you.

Check the status of your ballot on 
VoteWA.gov to see if it has been 
received by your county elections 
office. 
 
 

Election staff will contact you before 
your ballot is processed if:
•	 Your signature is missing 
•	 Your signature doesn’t match your 

voter registration record

Return your ballot by mail, no 
stamp needed. If mailed, your 
ballot must be postmarked by 
November 4. Don’t let a late 
postmark disqualify your ballot.  
The USPS recommends that you 
mail a week before Election Day.

Or, return your ballot to an 
official ballot drop box. Drop 
boxes are open until 8 p.m. on 
November 4. Find drop box 
locations at VoteWA.gov.

If you’re registered to vote, there is 
no need to request a ballot. Your 
ballot will be mailed by October 17  
to the address you provided on 
your voter registration. If you need a 
replacement ballot, contact a county 
elections office listed at the end of 
this pamphlet.

View election 
results online

After 8 p.m. on election 
night, tallied results from 
each county are posted at 
results.vote.wa.gov.

Results are updated as 
counties report and are 
unofficial until certification.

Or

Ballot

Drop
Box
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Your signature is needed to make sure  
your ballot gets counted.

Why is my signature important?

Voters can track and check their 
ballot status at VoteWA.gov.

If your signature is missing or does 
not match your voter registration 
record, the county elections office 
will contact you by mail before 
results are certified. They may call 
or email if you gave them this info.

�If you registered to vote online or 
through Department of Licensing, 
the signature from your driver’s 
license, permit, or state ID will be on 
your voter registration record.

The signature on your return 
envelope is compared to the 
signature on your voter registration 
record. Trained election officials are 
responsible for verifying each and 
every signature.
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Ballot

Drop
Box

5

4

1

2

Your ballot is reviewed and scanned

The ballot is removed from the secrecy sleeve and 
election staff verify that it can be successfully scanned. 
Each voting system is certified and tested before every 
election.

Your county receives your ballot

Deposit your ballot in an official drop box by 8 p.m. on 
Election Day, or return your ballot by mail — postage 
paid — but make sure it’s postmarked by Election Day! 
Don’t let a late postmark disqualify your ballot. The USPS 
recommends that you mail it back at least one week 
before Election Day.

Your ballot is counted

After 8 p.m. on Election Day all scanned ballots are tallied. 
Ballots will be scanned and tallied over the next several 
days until all the votes are counted. Every county conducts 
a post-election audit.

Envelopes and sleeves are separated

The return envelope is opened and the secrecy sleeve 
containing your ballot is removed. They are separated to 
ensure the secrecy of your vote.

Your signature is verified

Your signature is important and we need it to accept your 
ballot. The signature on your return envelope is compared 
to the signature on your voter registration record. If the 
signature matches, your ballot is accepted and you are 
credited for voting to ensure only one ballot is counted for 
you.

3

Election staff will contact you 
before your ballot is processed if:
•	 Your signature is missing 
•	 Your signature doesn’t match 

your voter registration record

How is my ballot counted?



8 Election Security in Washington

Before an Election During an Election After an Election

Voting systems 
certification 
and testing
Ballot counting equipment
is tested and certified by an
independent testing authority
and the State of Washington.

Voting systems are not connected 
to the internet.

Pre-election audit: 
logic & accuracy tests
Before every election, counties 
test their voting systems to make 
sure the machines are correctly set 
up and accurately counting votes.

Voter registration 
database
Washington’s statewide voter 
registration database is constantly 
maintained and updated as voters 
become registered, move, change 
their name, pass away, or are no 
longer eligible to vote.  

All eligible voters are automatically 
mailed ballots. Only one ballot per 
voter is accepted.

Paper ballots
Voting on paper ballots 
allows election officials 
to audit results of an 
election after votes are counted.

Signature verification
Trained election officials compare 
your signature to your voter 
registration file to confirm your 
identity and eligibility.

If your signature is missing or 
doesn’t match, your ballot is  

“Challenged” and you are notified. 
Once your signature is verified, 
your ballot status will update to  

“Accepted”.

VoteWA
Check the status of your ballot 
at VoteWA.gov. Once your ballot 
status is updated to “Accepted,” 
your ballot will be opened and 
scanned. Only one ballot per voter 
is accepted.

Chain of custody
Ballots are sealed in secure, 
tamper-evident containers and 
at least two staff are present 
whenever your ballot is handled.

Scanning and 
tabulation
Ballot scanners and vote counting
machines are physically secured in
locked rooms. Election staff sign
in and out each time the room is
opened, and always in groups of
two or more.

Random batch 
audits
Your local election 
officials hand count 
randomly selected precincts 
or ballot batches and compare 
those numbers to the voting 
system totals to make sure 
the vote counting machines 
counted correctly.

 
Random ballot 
audits
Your local election officials 
examine a statistically 
significant, randomly selected 
sample of ballots to help ensure 
the reported outcome is correct.

Full ballot 
reconciliation
Your local election officials keep
detailed records of the steps
taken to process each ballot 
or group of ballots, creating an 
audit trail.

A final report at the end of the 
process includes a summary 
of the ballots received and 
counted.

Contact your local 
county elections 
office to learn more

sos.wa.gov/county-elections-offices
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Certification Day 
The date when election results are 
finalized by state or county officials.

Logic and Accuracy Test 
A test completed before each election 
to ensure the accuracy of voting 
equipment.

Nonpartisan Office 
An elected position in which 
candidates do not state a political 
party preference and candidates for 
the office are not officially associated 
with a political group. Office appears 
on the ballot as “Nonpartisan.”

Partisan Office 
An elected position in which 
candidates may state their preferred 
political party. A candidate may also 
choose “States No Party Preference.” 
Their preference is printed on the ballot.

Postmark 
A postmark indicates the location 
and date the Postal Service accepted 
custody of a ballot. Ballots must be 
postmarked by Election Day to be 
accepted. Placing your ballot in a 
mailbox on Election Day does not 
guarantee a postmark of the same day.

Post-election Audit 
A test completed before the 
certification of results to ensure the 
security and accuracy of the voting 
system. Counties perform a post-
election audit each election.

Term Type 
How much of a term a candidate will 
be serving for an office. It is split into 
regular, unexpired, and short-and-full.

Voter Registration Database 
The official list of registered voters 
maintained in every state to conduct 
safe and secure elections. Our 
database in Washington is known as 
VoteWA.

Voting Center 
A county-run facility where you 
can receive voting assistance from 
trained elections staff. Some services 
include registering or updating voter 
information, requesting and returning a 
ballot, or finding an accessible voting 
unit.

Voting System 
Ballot counting equipment that must 
be tested by an independent testing 
authority and certified by the state of 
Washington before it can be used.

What does this mean?



10 Senate Joint Resolution No. 8201

The legislature has proposed a constitutional amendment on 
allowing money in Washington’s long-term care fund to be 
invested. 

This amendment would allow the state fund dedicated to 
providing long-term care benefits for eligible seniors and people 
with disabilities to be invested as authorized by law.  

Should this constitutional amendment be:

[   ]  Approved

[   ]  Rejected

Explanatory Statement    .    .    .    .    .    .    .    .  11

Arguments For and Against    .     .     .     .     .     .     12

The Secretary of State is not responsible 
for the content of statements or arguments 
(WAC 434-381-180).

Senate Joint Resolution No. 

8201

Final Votes Cast by the Legislature
Senate: Yeas, 42; Nays, 7; Absent, 0; Excused, 0
House: Yeas, 86; Nays, 9; Absent, 0; Excused, 3
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Explanatory Statement
Written by the Office of the Attorney General

The Law As It Presently Exists
The Washington Constitution generally prohibits 
investing public money in stocks of private companies. 
This means that state funds can only be invested in 
fixed-income securities, such as government and 
corporate bonds and certificates of deposit.  

The Constitution currently exempts several funds from 
this restriction. This exemption applies to any public 
pension or retirement fund, workers’ compensation 
funds, and money held in trust for the benefit of people 
with developmental disabilities, permitting those funds 
to be invested as authorized by law, including in stocks 
of private companies. The Washington State Investment 
Board invests and manages these funds.  

In 2019, the legislature created a long-term care 
insurance program. The program provides money 
to pay for certain long-term care services, such as 
nursing home care, to program beneficiaries who need 
assistance with daily living. Under that law, employees 
pay premiums for long-term care insurance through a 
payroll deduction, and those premiums are deposited 
into a Long-Term Services and Supports Trust Account. 
Under the current provision of the Constitution, money 
held in the Trust Account cannot be invested in stocks of 
private companies.

The Effect of the Proposed Amendment if 
Approved
This Amendment would allow funds in the Long-Term 
Services and Supports Trust Account to be invested 
in stocks of private companies, if authorized by law. 
Investment income from the Trust Account could only 
be used for long-term care services and supports for 
program beneficiaries, including for seniors and people 
with disabilities.

Senate Joint Resolution No. 8201

Fiscal Impact Statement

Not required by law

Constitutional amendments  
become law if 
more than 50% 
of voters approve.
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Argument for Argument against

Rebuttal of argument against
Fact: Since 1981 the independent Washington State Investment 
Board has safely and effectively managed over $200 billion for 
pensions, college savings funds, and more, with an average 
growth rate of 8% yearly. We must ensure our Long-Term Care 
Trust Fund grows to keep up with rising costs while protecting 
taxpayers. A bipartisan supermajority of lawmakers approved 
this measure. Approve 8201 so WA’s Trust Fund is there for 
aging seniors and people with disabilities. 

Rebuttal of argument for
Proponents imply a guaranteed return of $$billions over 50 
years but of course, that’s not guaranteed. In 2008 the State 
Investment Board lost -26.2% and 2022 lost -12.9%. It’s how 
the stock market works. In future recessions or market crashes, 
when returns fall short, benefits must be cut or tax rates must 
go up. Compared to guaranteed municipal bond returns of 
3-5%, the choice is clear. Invest in ourselves, not Wall Street. 
Reject SJR 8201.

Approve 8201 to guarantee long-term care funds are there 
when we need them
8201 requires 100% of investment income earned by the 
state’s Long-Term Care Trust Fund to be spent on long-term 
care services for vulnerable seniors and disabled people. 
Washingtonians want to live with dignity as they age. 8201 
supports this shared goal, strengthening the benefit’s Trust Fund 
to help seniors and disabled Washingtonians while protecting 
taxpayers. 	  

8201 is a commonsense measure that ensures tax dollars 
go further
Current law limits investment of the Trust Fund to only low-
return choices, like government bonds and savings certificates. 
8201 allows the Trust Fund to be invested to produce higher 
returns. This proven method would be managed by the 
independent, nonpartisan Washington State Investment Board, 
which is bound by the highest fiduciary standards. 

Approve 8201 to increase funding without impacting 
taxpayers
8201 is projected to grow the Trust Fund by $67 billion over the 
next 50 years, money that can be used to increase benefits for 
people with disabilities and seniors without costing taxpayers a 
penny. Higher earnings mean more money for care – good for 
seniors, disabled Washingtonians, their families, and taxpayers! 

8201 has overwhelming bipartisan support across the 
political spectrum
It’s encouraging when leaders of both parties agree on 
something – and a supermajority of Democratic and Republican 
lawmakers approved this commonsense approach. 8201 
is supported by nurses, unions, businesses, and groups 
representing millions of Washingtonian seniors and people with 
pre-existing conditions. More: Approve8201.org Vote Approve!

Reject this constitutional change, again.
Washington voters already rejected this proposal to take 
taxpayer money and invest in private stocks and corporations 
(2020, SJR8212). Our state founders protected public funds 
from risky investments by establishing safeguards in our state 
Constitution prohibiting corporate stock market investments of 
your tax dollars.

Reject constitutional changes that gamble your money in an 
unstable market.
SJR 8201 overturns safeguards for the Long Term Services and 
Support (LTSS) fund, a multibillion dollar program established 
in 2020. Washingtonians are not yet eligible to access program 
benefits but proponents are again asking you to remove a key 
Constitutional protection. Currently, it’s safeguarded in secured 
investments like federal, state and municipal bonds, which 
support our communities -- a better use of our tax dollars. 
Stock markets and private investments fluctuate greatly, with no 
guarantees, and the benefit needs are unknown in this untested 
program. This LTSS fund exists to help Washingtonians access 
long term care as we age or face disability. When market 
speculation falls short, taxpayers and beneficiaries would pay 
the price through reduced benefits or increased taxes.

Rejecting constitutional changes provide more stability and 
certainty.
Continuing to invest our public money into federal, state and 
municipal bonds supports public works that we all depend on. 
Rejecting SJR 8201 provides for better planning and stability.

Reject SJR 8201
Our state and LTSS need fiscal responsibility, not financial 
roulette. Reject SJR 8201 to keep the fund secure, stable, and 
focused on serving the people who will depend on it.

Written by
Justin Gill, APRN, RN, President of Washington State Nurses 
Association; Bob Ferguson, Governor, Democrat; John 
Braun, State Senator, Minority Leader, Republican; Carma 
Matti-Jackson, CEO, Washington Health Care Association; 
Cathy Knight, State Director, WA Association Area Agencies 
on Aging; Dani Rice, Caregiver for People with Autism and 
Down’s Syndrome 

Contact: (206) 451-7139; Ana@approve8201.org; 
Approve8201.org

Written by
Bob Hasegawa, State Senator, Democrat, 11th District; 
Peter Abbarno, State Representative, Republican, 20th   
District; Mark Schoesler, State Senator, Republican, 9th  
District; Joe Schmick, State Representative, Republican, 
9th District

Contact: (360) 786-7616; bob.hasegawa@leg.wa.gov

Senate Joint Resolution No. 8201
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How do I read measure text?
Language in double parentheses with a 
line through it is existing state law; it will 
be taken out of the law if this measure is 
approved by voters.
((sample of text to be deleted))

Underlined language does not appear in 
current state law but will be added to the 
law if this measure is approved by voters.
sample of text to be added

BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON, IN 
LEGISLATIVE SESSION ASSEMBLED: 

THAT, At the next general election to be held in this 
state the secretary of state shall submit to the qualified 
voters of the state for their approval and ratification, or 
rejection, an amendment to Article XXIX, section 1 of the 
Constitution of the state of Washington to read as follows:

Article XXIX, section 1. Notwithstanding the provisions 
of sections 5, and 7 of Article VIII and section 9 of Article 
XII or any other section or article of the Constitution 
of the state of Washington, the moneys of any public 
pension or retirement fund, industrial insurance trust fund, 
((or)) fund held in trust for the benefit of persons with 
developmental disabilities, or fund to provide for long-
term care services and supports for eligible seniors and 

people with disabilities may be invested as authorized by 
law. Investment income from a fund to provide for long-
term care services and supports for eligible seniors and 
people with disabilities is dedicated to long-term services 
and supports for program beneficiaries.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That this amendment is 
a single amendment within the meaning of Article XXIII, 
section 1 of the state Constitution. 

The legislature finds that the changes contained in this 
amendment constitute a single integrated plan for the 
fund to provide long-term care services and supports 
for eligible seniors and people with disabilities. If this 
amendment is held to be separate amendments, this joint 
resolution is void in its entirety and is of no further force 
and effect. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the legislature, 
pursuant to its authority under RCW 29A.36.020(3), 
specifies the ballot title and concise description shall read 
“The legislature has proposed a constitutional amendment 
on allowing money in Washington’s long-term care fund to 
be invested. This amendment would allow the state fund 
dedicated to providing long-term care benefits for eligible 
seniors and people with disabilities to be invested as 
authorized by law.

Should this constitutional amendment be:
  Approved.......... 
  Rejected ..........”
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the secretary of  

state shall cause notice of this constitutional amendment 
to be published at least four times during the four weeks 
next preceding the election in every legal newspaper in 
the state. 

--- END ---

Senate Joint Resolution No. 8201

Complete Text
Senate Joint Resolution No. 8201

Keep your voting address confidential

You may be able to enroll in the Address Confidentiality Program (ACP) and 
register as a Protected Records Voter if you are:

• �  �A survivor of domestic violence, sexual assault, trafficking, stalking; or 

• �  �A criminal justice participant, election official, or protected health care 
worker who is a target for harassment.

To become a Protected Records Voter:

• �  �You meet with a Certified Advocate who can assist with threat assessment, 
safety planning, and the program application.

• �  �The best time to enroll is when you move or are planning to move to a location 
that is unknown to the offender and undocumented in public record.

Call 1 (800) 822-1065 or visit sos.wa.gov/acp.

If I am a victim of a crime, can I vote safely?



https://bit.ly/WA_VP1962; pg 14-15, (complete text, not included) 42-43
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(1962)

https://bit.ly/WA_VP1962
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https://bit.ly/WA_VP1972; pg 52-53, (complete text, not included) 107

(1972)

https://bit.ly/WA_VP1972
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https://bit.ly/WA_VP2007; pg 18-19, (complete text, not included) 31

(2007)

https://bit.ly/WA_VP2007
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