What is the Electoral College?

Voters
Q/J ~

The Electoral College is a
process, not a place

When you vote for President and Vice
President, you determine a group of people
called electors (also known as a slate) to
represent Washington state in the Electoral
College. The electors gather in December
to cast votes for President based on the
state’s election results.

Each major political party chooses their
own electors through the caucus and
convention process.

The magic number

There are a total of 538 electoral votes

in the nation. A presidential ticket needs

at least 270 electoral votes nationwide

to win. If no presidential ticket receives a
majority of electoral votes, the U.S. House of
Representatives elects the President and the
U.S. Senate elects the Vice President.

12 Electors

President

Washington has 12
presidential electors

Every state starts with two because every
state has two U.S. Senators. Based on
population, each state receives an additional
elector for every U.S. House Representative.

2 U.S. Senators
+10 U.S. House Representatives

=12 Total electors

How electoral votes are
distributed

Washington state is one of 48 states
that uses a “winner-take-all” system; the
presidential ticket that wins the popular
vote in the state is entitled to all 12 of
Washington’s electoral votes.

The Electoral College is established in the United States Constitution and administered by the National
Archives and Records Administration (NARA). You can learn more at www.archives.gov.





