What are ballot measures?

Initiatives and referenda are used by the
people to create state laws.

Initiative

Any registered voter may propose an
initiative to create a new state law or
change an existing law.

Initiatives to the People are proposed
laws submitted directly to voters.

Initiatives to the Legislature are
proposed laws submitted to the
Legislature.

Before an Initiative to the People or an
Initiative to the Legislature can appear
on the ballot, the sponsor must collect...

308,911

registered voters’
signhatures

8% of all votes in the last
Governor’s race

Referendum
Referendum Bills are proposed laws the
Legislature has referred to voters.

Referendum Measures are laws recently
passed by the Legislature that voters have
petitioned to be referred to the ballot.

Any registered voter may petition that
a law proposed by the Legislature be
referred to voters before taking effect.

Before a Referendum Measure can
appear on the ballot, the sponsor
must collect...

154,455

registered voters’
signatures

4% of all votes in the last
Governor’s race

Initiatives and referenda

become law with
more than 50%

of the vote.
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