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Elections Division

Cancelling Inactive Voters
Elections Clearinghouse Notice
Issue #25-04

June 26, 2025

This clearinghouse notice is reissued to provide clarification on voter registration cancellation
procedures and replaces Clearinghouse Notice #24-05, Cancelling Inactive Voters, issued
March 5, 2024.

During the 2023 Legislative Session, RCW 29A.08.630(3) was modified by Senate Bill 5112 to
read:

RCW 29A.08.630
(3) The county auditor must cancel an inactive voter registration when receiving
information indicating that the inactive voter has moved out of state or died.

The National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (NVRA) states that no voter can be removed based
on a change of address unless the registrant meets one of two requirements: either the voter
confirms in writing they have moved or does not respond to the notice required by 52 U.S.C. §
20507(d)(2) for two consecutive federal general elections.

The NVRA does not specifically address what to do when the voter registers to vote in another
state. RCW 29A.08.135(2) states that a county auditor shall immediately cancel that voter’s
registration after receiving official information that a voter has registered to vote in another state.

Cancellation of Inactive Voters

Under RCW 29A.08.135(2) and RCW 29A.08.630(3), the county auditor must cancel a voter
registration of an inactive voter immediately upon receipt of one of the following official
notifications:

o Official information from another state showing that the voter has registered to vote in
their state.

¢ Notification from the Office of the Secretary of State that the voter has registered to vote
in another state through a dual registration program, such as ERIC. (RCW 29A.08.610)

¢ A signed confirmation notice from the voter confirming the out-of-state address change.
(RCW 29A.08.635, 29A.08.640; WAC 434-324-087)

¢ An email from the email address on file with the voter’s registration record, if any, that
they have moved out of state. If the voter does not have an email address on file, or the
email is sent from a different email address than the one on file, the emailed request to
cancel their voter registration record cannot be accepted.

¢ An electronic image of a hand-signed cancellation request, such as a .PDF or .JPG.
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.630#:%7E:text=The%20county%20auditor%20must%20cancel%20an%20inactive%20voter%20registration%20when%20receiving%20information%20indicating%20that%20the%20inactive%20voter%20has%20moved%20out%20of%20state%20or%20died.
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5112-S2.SL.pdf?q=20231108164522
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title52/subtitle2/chapter205&edition=prelim
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCODE-2021-title52/pdf/USCODE-2021-title52-subtitleII-chap205-sec20507.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/USCODE-2021-title52/pdf/USCODE-2021-title52-subtitleII-chap205-sec20507.pdf
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.135#:%7E:text=A%20county%20auditor%20receiving%20official%20information%20that%20a%20voter%20has%20registered%20to%20vote%20in%20another%20state%20shall%20immediately%20cancel%20that%20voter%27s%20registration%20on%20the%20official%20state%20voter%20registration%20list.
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.135#:%7E:text=A%20county%20auditor%20receiving%20official%20information%20that%20a%20voter%20has%20registered%20to%20vote%20in%20another%20state%20shall%20immediately%20cancel%20that%20voter%27s%20registration%20on%20the%20official%20state%20voter%20registration%20list.
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.630#:%7E:text=The%20county%20auditor%20must%20cancel%20an%20inactive%20voter%20registration%20when%20receiving%20information%20indicating%20that%20the%20inactive%20voter%20has%20moved%20out%20of%20state%20or%20died.
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.610
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.635
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=29A.08.640
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=434-324-087
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If a voter registration cancellation comes from a signed out-of-state confirmation notice, voter
registration cancellation form, or handwritten request, the signature provided must be compared
to the signature(s) in the voter’s registration record prior to cancellation, using the standards
outlined in WAC 434-261-051. (WAC 434-324-087, 434-324-111)

Verbal confirmation from the voter is insufficient. The county auditor must advise the voter to
complete one of the above official notifications. Other inactive voters must continue to be
cancelled after voter confirmation or two consecutive federal general elections, as directed by
the NVRA.

An informational publication of the Certification and Training Program, Elections Division, Office of the Secretary of State.
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=434-261-051
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=434-324-087
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAc/default.aspx?cite=434-324-111

