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• Two WPA projects providing for improvements to school grounds in Yakima and

Benton County were announced to~ by Don G. Abel. state WPA administrator.

•
The Naches High School and Grade School grounds will be improved through a WPA

allotment of $18.957 ~nth the school district as sponsors providing $5.571 for

materials and supplies. The "lork includes building bleachers. constructing side-

walks. backstops and fences. installing irrigation and culvert pipe. landsca?ing and

• seeding. Work is expected to be under w~ by October 13.

At Hanford in Benton County. the school recreational facilities will be improved

by constructing baseball baekstops and fences. excavating, seeding and landscaping

• and the construction of sidowalks. The WPA is providing $3.769 and the School

district is providing the materials and supplies. Work will begin October 13.

MOO rding to Abel.
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Don G. Abel, State W?A Administrator, today a~nounced t~t no new assignments

•
will be made on WPA for the balance of October. He pointp-d out that a total of

51,585 persons were assi&aed on WPA projects an~ that this is the total rr~bar he is

authorized t~ employ.

• EoploY5ent rolls at this tiwe are more than double the ~ount employed a year

ago, when the figures fer OctOJer 19)7 were approximately 20,000, ¥~. Abel stated

•
that he had discu~sed his request for authority to e~loy 54,000 for the month of

• October 'lith Mr. Hopkins on his recent visit to Seattle and 11as info::-::Jed thB.t the
•

present funds authorized did not permit an incroase over the presont ;~ota,

•
I!It is hoped that with tho increase in cmpJ.oymont in private ir-.:l'.lstrYt ptt-l,

and other Federal Agoncies, thB.t there will not be such a de=d fer Il?A employment,"

Abel stated.

•
"All liPA workers who have accepted or do accept private employment are

assured reassignment on liPA when their jobs in private industry terminates within

90 days, II Abel added,
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The ~rorks Progress Administration. throU@ state Administrator Don G. Abel,'

• to~ announced two ~~A projects for tr..atcom County involving $20,543 of federal

funds.

The l'1hatcom Falls Fish hatchery in Bellingham receives $10,533 for grading,

• landscaping, building a rock retai:ling walJ and display pond, gra,eling and painting

water mains and other incidental work. The project is spcnsored by, the State Game

Commission who arc providing nn additional $2,828 for mc.te~ials ~~d s~~plies.

• Abel also nnnoanced a $10,010 allotment to eontin'Je iEOrovements to the
•

Ferndcl.e High School building and grounds. This allotment is o:::pected to complete

work began under n previous grant.
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Don G. Abel, state WPA Administrator, to~, announced four new WPA allotments

totaling $72,128 to continue and initiate projects in Eastern Washington this

coming week.

Largest allotment is $44,148 for the continuation of a women's project in

Spokane County designed to furnish free home assistance in housework and care of

children in the homes of the neeet' where the homemaker is totally or partially

incapacitated because of ill health or confinemont, or where some temporary emer-

ganey arises which make this assistance necessary.. It is ostimated that those funds

will operate this project until June, 1939, Abel said.

At Clarkston in Asotin County, an $18,635 fedoral grant MS beon mado avai19blo

for tho construction of sidewalks and curbs. The Ci ty of Clarkston is providirig

$12,644 for materials and eqUipment rentals.

At Tekoa in Whitman County the WPA has made available a $7,545 allotment for

the purpose of grading, surfacing and generally, improving the streets and alley.s.

At Farmington, also in lfuitman County the WPA is providing $1,800 for improvements

to grade and high school bUildings and grounds. 1fork includes construe ting side-

walks, steps, and piers: draining; lo,y,ing pipe and other incidental work.
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Don G. Abel, State WPA Administrator, today announced allocation of $28,373

of 1'IPA funds to provide reliof labor for demolishing several old buildings at

M~dical Lake, a state institution, and to salvage the materials for use in cen-

structing a foundation for ~'stock barn.

The projoct which is slated to begin on October 13 is sponsored by the State

of Washington. The stock barn will be constructed by the sponser and the WPA

will have no part in its construction beyond the erection ef the foundation, and

the demolishment of the old bUildings, Abel said.

Abel also announced a $19,967 allotment for improvements to farm-to-market roa~s

in Ferry County! The project includes excavating, installing pipe, clearing,

grubbing, and other incidental work and is also scheduled to begin en October 13.
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Don G. Abel, state WPA Administrator. to~ revealed allocation of $200,548

of federal funds for flood control work along the Stillaguamish and Pilchuck

Rivers and at Batt Slo~ in Snohomish County.

The project which includes constructing earth embankments, brush revetments,

riprapping, excavating ditches. snagging and performing incidental work is ex-

pected to be under ~ this wecl_.

Snohomish County Commissioners as sponsors of the project are providing

$59.315 for materials and equipment rentals and supplies.

Abel also announced a $1,500 allotment to improve the athletic field of tho

Edmonds School in Edmonds and for improvements to tho Aldorwood School in Aldorwood

Manor.
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The Works Progress Administrati-an"w1ll begin construction Thursday (October

13) on the first boat scheduled to navigate the future 151 mile lake ~,hich will be

erected by. the completed Grand Coulee dam according to Don G. Abel. state WPA Admin-

istrator.

&07

•

•

Abel said 20 men will begin immediate erecti on of a ship IS WB¥s on the oast

shore of the forobay. just abovo tho dam, proparatory to laying tho keol of a boat 64

foet long, with a 24 foot beam and dosignod to draw fivo feet of water. The boat,

which is boing sponsored by. the United States Bureau of Reclamation, will be usod

by. WPA in eloaring dobris from the lake bed of tho hugo future reservoir. Aftor tho

$9,000,000 cloaranco project. slatod to be tho largest WPA project in tho Unitod
,

• States, is complotod the sponsor will use the boat fer maintenaneo sorvico. WPA will

cloar 28,440 acros of tho future lllke-bed along both banks of tho Columbio. River and

its tributaries from the dam to tho ClUlBdian boz:dor nnd up to the contour line 1,310

• feot o.bove sea lovel.

More than 100,000 feet of lumber is on the ground and construction equipment

is being moved for erection of a 40-man temporary camp at Lincoln, near the junction

• of the Spokane and Columbia rivers. This camp ~l1ll house the crew which will then

--build an adjacent 350-= camp. the first of eight or ten intended to accomodate more

than 3,000 men who will clear the future lake bod. Clearance will call for removal of

•

•

•

•

timber, razing ef ton towns and hundreds of farm buildings. Ro.ilroads, tolophone lines,

roads, state highway~ and bridgos will bo relocated on highor ground.

Two 200 horsopo~,or diosel engines will propel the craft to any point on the

rising lake \mich will ultimately. hovo a shoreline ef more than 500 milos. A pewor

wiIlch and heavY. cable linos on deck aro designod to pull the boat up tho several

rnpids and to drag heavY. snags to shore for burning. Tho bow is nosod up to allow

nllvigation close to shoro and a specially. heo.vY. planked flat bottom is dosignod to

rosist snugs. A galloy, dining quarters o.nd bunks will aeeommodato a boat crew of

oight. Moro than 300 men can be haulod from ono part of tho cloarnnco projoet to

anothor, on this beat, in addition to hoavY construction oquipment. Powerful flood

lights will permit night work.
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• WPA will orgo.nizo and opornto librDrY sorvicos for public o.nd school

librorios throughout tho stnto. starting Octobor 17. under Fodornl nllotmcnts

totnlling $152,000. according to o.n announcOl!lent yostord4Y by Don G. Abol. stnto

• Works Progross Administrntor.

This oxtonsivo sorvico. omplo)1ng profossional o.nd clorical WPA workors,

will suporsode all tho·locnl nnd county:-wido librDrY sorvico projocts in Wnshington

• with tho oxception of tho Stato Law Library nt Olympia, snid Abol. Tho projoct will

epornto under the sponsorship of tho Stnto Doportment of Public Instruction with

•

tho cooporntion of various public nnd school librorics. with plodgos for materials

nnd supplies totaling $52,081. Work will include catologing and indexing. typing

and filing of index cards. maintnining froe roading rooms. roarrnngtng books nnd

oxhibi ts. delivering books to shut-ins. and presorving and repairing librDrY matorinl.

• Tho stoff will also nssist in reference work, chocking sholf lists. preporing

pnmphlots, assisting in compilation ef bibliographies. transcribing manuscripts end

othor records, and niding in OJttension of sorvico te the blind.
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Fluctuations in WPA emploYJllent figures serve tl' point out the rise am. fall at

emplO)'lllSnt in private industry, Don G. Abel, state WPA Administrator stated todq in

oommenting on the snrollment figures for the WPA in the state of We.shi~ton llhich

now number 51,585 men and women. Abel pointed aut that highest employment figures are

usually reached during the winter and in early spring before seasonal employment opens.

ftWhile the quota for October is filled and no more assignments for the month

are being made, it is expected that there will probably. be less call for WPA employ­

ment during the coming months as the influx of federal funds through PWA and other

governmental agencies aids private industry. and which will absorb a. good many of the

wcrkers which WPA cannot emplOY,ft. Abel said.

In order to show the emploYJllent figures on WPA fer tOO year 1938 as compared with

the three previous years since WPA was established, Abel relea.sed the follow1~

table which is exclusive of the fine arts projects or Federal No. 1 and other

Federal agencies which employ relief labor.

•
1938

37,004

39,050

45,089

45,901

44,122

44.569

50,366

51,016

50,759

51,585

1935

January

February

March

April

1936 193L

38,101 32,980

42,843 30,299

44,766 31.416

32,952 28,943

28,106 28,758

June 26,229 26,537

July 25,945 22,308

August 26,439 20,157

September 655 26,025 19,387

October 1,309 27,192 200328

l!Iovember 8,728 27,473 23,660

December 26,857 26,515 30,643

In Xing county, which has the largest WPA enrollment of IlllY county in the etate

the fluctuation nf WPA.employment ~s been less noticeable than in the rural sections

which offer seasonal employment in the harvest fields, Abel stated.
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• Allocation of $195,286 in \CPA funds to continue the operation of training

centers for household workers thr'1ughaut the state, was announced t~ by Don G.

Abel, state ¥FA &dm1n1strator.

•
The projects which are now operating in Seattle. Spokane and Tacoma. are designed

ttl train and qualify girls in all phases of househt1ld and domestic work and child

care.

•
"This project which trains nee~ girls and women in household duties has proven

very, successful in raising the standards of emploY!Dent by which the applicants can

command better wages and werking condi tions and at the same time prove to be more

•
competent and valuable to the housewife through their training." Abel stated.

Other training centers are slated to be opened in Bellingham, Evorott, Aberdoen.

Vancouver, Yakima. and Walla Walla in the near future accordlng to Abel wo stated

•
that the expansion of the program was due to the exceptional fine results obtained

and the encouraging reception accorded the project by the women of tho stato.
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Devel'lpment of Turnbull Slough near Cheney, wild game refU<;e, is slated to be-

gin immediately, Don G. Abel, state lIPA Administrator, to~ announced.

An initial WPA allotment of $41,136 has been made available for the construct-

ion of dams, dikes, water control structures; fencing, remodeling buildings and

other incidental work. Tho projcct will emploY about 100 men til bo transftlrred from

other projects now noaring complotion in tho vicinity, Abel said.

Turnbull SloU<;h now c)vers an approximate 12,203 acres, 6,791 acres being

recently added by the U. S. Department of Agriculture, Biological Survey Which is

sponsoring the improvements, and is the largest migratory waterfowl refu<;e in the,

state.
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Improvements to 16 pl~ields throughout the ci ty of Tacoma and Pierce County

• was assured today by Don G. Abel, state 'llPA Administrator, who announced a $94,098

WPA allotment to carryon the work which would be available immediately.

•

Sponsorod by the Metropolitan Park District which is providing an addi tiona!

$21,911 for materials and supplies, the project ontails clearing and grubbing 50

acres, 50,000 cubic yards of oxcavation, 4 rock and timber kitchens, 5 miles of•

trails and roads, 20 benches and tables and 25 acres of landscaping.

• The pl~ields included in the project are as follows: Portland, June Clark,

Harmon, J.efferson, McKinley Park pl~ield and McKinley Pl~ield, Central, Ferry,

Roosevelt, Wright, Linceln, South, Puget, Garfield, Manitou Beach and Dawson

• Pl~ields •
•

This allotment will serve to continue and complete improvements began under a

previous WPA project to improve various pl8Y1ields in that vicinity, Abel declared.

•
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Improvements to the water sY,Btem of the town of Fircreast near Tacoma will be made

with the aid of .18,375 in lIPA funds, Don G. Abel, state 1G'A Administrator announced

to~.•

The project which is slated to begin on October 17 will taka a little over two

months to complete and provides for excavation, l¢ng pipes and backfilling. The

• city officials of Fircrest are sponsoring the project and providing $10,803 addition-

al for materials and supplies.

Abel also announced four western Washington projects to improve school grounds

• and buildings, largest of which is the Oakville School near Gr83,B Harbor which in­

cludes repairs to the building and sewer sY,Btem as well as to the grounds. The lIPA

has provided $8,321 for this project, with the School district sponsoring the project

• with an additional $3,215 for materials and supplies.

Edgemont school in Pierce County, has been allotted $3,830 in lIPA funds to pro-

vide labor to construct a sewer and filter for the septic tank and to otherwise im-

• prove the school grounds by, grading and landscBiling; Cathcart School in Snohomish

County has been granted $4,059 for almost identical work and tho R. A. Long High

School in Longviow, Washington has been allotted $1,592 to aid in the construction

•

•

•

of tennis court fences and othorwise improve the pla31ield.
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Don G. Abel, stato WPA Administrator, today rovoaled allocation of $173,328

• in WPA funds to continuo tho aid oxtondod tho Stato Departmont of Social Socurity,

in tho distribution of surplus commoditios.

The allotment provides employ;nent for needy persons numbering 236 men and

• women throughout the state in receiving, transporting, storing, handling and pack-

aging and accounting for food, clothing,and other surplUS commodities allocated or

donated tn the State Department of Socil:'~ Security by fedoral, stato and othor

•

•

•

•

•

agencios for distribution to roliof clionts or to pUblic agencios and institutions.
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~x If.PA projects providing for federal investment of $71,837 to begin this week

in southwest Washington were announced today, by. Don G. Abel, state WPA administrator•

.Heading .the list '#'s a $51..932 dEy wide pl8¥fiel.d illlprovement project for the

city of Hoquiam. The project provides for constructing and installing plalfground

• equipment and broadcasting booth, constructing tennis courts, fences, bowling greens.

bleachers, score boards, backstops, wading pools. archery ranges, store room buildings.

kitchens, tables and benches, clearing and excavating. installing sprinkling and

• lighting systems and other incidental work.

The project is sponsored by the city of Hoquiam which is providing ~24.748 f~r

materials and supplies.

• Abel also announced details of the other projects as follows: Tacoma, pavinG'

landscaping and draining area surrounding now municipal \11aTehouso, $6,838: Matron

sorvico for girl~s rost rooms in public schools throughout Lewis County, $6,000: Pre-

• paring up-to-dato filo of rocords for Pierce County Enginoer's offico, $3.360:

Comploting repairs to Menlo High School, Pacific County, $2,745; Preparing a new

filo of records for tho County Road Ensinoer's office of 00th Mason and Thurston

• Counties. $982.
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Don G. Abol, Stato WPA Administrator, to~ announcod a projoct tn improve

•

school grounds and athletic fields throughout the city of Yakima, to begin immediately.

Sponsored by. the School District #7 which is providing $4,524 for materials

and supplies. the project calls for excavating, leveling, seeding, placing pipe,

pruning trees, extending walks, constructing retaining walls, installing manholes.

•
erecting fences, extending irrigatinn systems and other incidental work.

The WPA..is providing $19,402 for this work, Abol said.

Abel also announced an allotment of $2,625 of WPA funds to provide the school

•
children of Stevens County with hot noon lunches for the winter months.
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Allocation of $164,229 for 6 WPA projects within King County. beginning this

week was announced to~. bY,Don G. Abel, State 1'lPA Administrator.

Largest of the projects to begin is the Kirkland city~wide street improvements

with $127.219 of federal funds. which tlill provide employ!oont for about 213 men,

to be transferred!rom projects now completed in the immediate vicinity. ·Plans

include clearing, grubbing, excavating, constructing retaining walls, curbs and

gutters. The city of Kirkland is sponsoring the project with $33,726 for materials

and equipment rentals.

Other projects announced by Abbl are as follows: Lake Forest Grade School,

$lO,~2 for improvement of recreatienal faeilities and construction of a sowage

disposal sY,stem; Fort· Lawten, $9,886 for indoxing all \'laXehouse records and re­

conditioning samc, Honoydew Grado School, $6,105 installing plumbing and improving

pl8¥ground, Soattlo Sewers, 44th Avenue ffii and Y. Austin St., $5,475, Renton

Schoel $5,102 for improvements to pl8¥f1eld.

Abol also announced a $2,565 allotment to improve tho playground facilities

of the Kingston scheol in Kitsap County.,
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A $64,126 WPA project to provide a recreati onal park, improve the

cemetery, construct buildings, erect a flagpole and carve a totem pole for the

Suquamish Indian Tribe, on the Tulalip Indian Reservation near Port Madison, was

announced today by. Don G. Abel, stato liPA Administrator.

Sponsored by the U. S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian

Affairs which is providing $12,085 additional for materials and supplies, tho work

includes cloaring and grubbing, lcndscaping, constructing tennis courts, ball park

and bleachers, dressing rooms, comfort stations, Rocords building, Musoum, rustic

bridge approaches to boach, floating wharvos, driving piling, making and carving

• gravostones, installing plumbing end wator systom, rolocating tolophone lines and

improving drainago sy.stoms and other incidental work.

The projoct is slated to begin immodiatoly,> Abol said.

•
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AdditionaJ. holp for tho Piorco County Hospital at Tacoma was assurod to~

by Don G. Abol, stato la'A Administrator, who rovoalod an allocation of $21,120 for

tho purposo of providing additional attondants, cooks, lrnlodrossos and soamstrossos.

"This projoct is to moot an oxtro.ordinary. condition and is for tho purposo

•
of a'lgmonting tho prcsont ino.doqunto .taff, and no rsgularly. employsd personnel will

be dismissed or replaced.""Abel stated. The project is sponsored by the Pierce

County Commissioners.

•

"

Abel also announced four other Pierce County. projects as follows: Tacoma,

$2,412 to continue indexing Tacoma City Ordinances; IDqlI'ovements to Woodland Grade

School, near Pwallup by. repairing the building and landscaping the grounde, $10390;

Compile and index city records of Buckley. $1,400; and to improve the drain8€o di tabes

south of Tacoma city lindts, $7, Goo.
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Exploding the theory. that workers nre content to !!loke their WPA employment n

• lifotimo job, Don G. Abol. stato Works Progress Administrator, 1n a statewide broad-

cast October 21 disclosed that less than fifteen per cent of the people who were on

VPA when it started in Washington in 1935. relll.~i n on the pa;yroll.

• There is a continuous shift of workers to private employmont, Abel said. while

ethers who loso thoir jobs como to tho socurity wagos of WPA as a last resort.

In a fiftoon minuto intorvi~l Abol answorod portinont questions about tho Works

• Progress Adminietration in Washi~ton which were asked bY,Al Rochester, State Director

of the National Emergency Council, sponsors of the program.

WPA 1s now employ.tng 510300 in Washington and more than three million in the

•
United States, said Abel, with workers in this state getting a decided odgo ovor the

national average in rate of pa;y. The average monthly. WPA wage is about $53 for the

country and $56.73 in this state. for an average of one hundred and ten hours work a

•
month. WPA workers, Abel said, are paid at the saroo rate per hour as privato \10rkors

for work of tho same kind in that locality.

Asked whothor WPA originatod its projects, Abol said: "Nincty-oight per cont of

the work is done on local projects requested and partly financed by local sponsors,

such as city councils, county commissioners, or state departments. Welve always be-

lieved the local community knows what it needs better than anybody olso. Projocts

•
which aro approvod must bo socially usoful, can not bo a part of the rogular \10rk of

the sponsoring agency" and thcre must bo cnough unemployed noedy workers in the

community with the skill requirod to do tho work. n

•
Abel disclosed that over one-third of the WPA money expended in Washington has

been for tho construction and ropair of roads; more than a tenth 1nvestod in parks,

playgrounds and othorrocroational facilitios; a tenth for education, statistical

survoys and othor "lihito collar" projocts, and noarly a tonth for sowing and canning

• projocts. About seven per cent goos for tho oroction and repair of public buildings.
BH
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schools, hospitals and court housos. Approximatoly, ten per cent in Federal allotmonts

for work reliof builds sewer BY~tems and other public utilities. Tho remaindor is

•

•

spread ClVer arts projects, airport censtruction, and hundreds of special projects

asked fer by, various communities.

Figures, which are now available on WPA accomplishments fer the first two

Yllars, show that in Washington work relief crews have constructed 1,500 miles of

roads and streets and prOVided drainage, grading and other improvements for 2,000

additional miles as well as erected er improved eight bridges. Sixty-soven new,

• public buildings or additions have been constructed, and 207 buildings have beon

remodclod or othorwiso put in condition for more efficient use. Hundreds of scheols

and playgrounds havo been improved and many, now schools built, Abel disclesed. Forty

• now water and aqueduct BY,stems have beon constructod, 400 miles ef sewor and f our of

the mest modern sewago disposal plants in tho United States to correct pollution of

•

•

•

•

•

the YnkilIlll river and olsewhere. Flood control and stream improvom:mt has involved

20 rivers, 600 miles of clecring ::md ono million square yords of revotI:lOllt werk.
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WPA allotments amounting to $349,048 for four northwest Washington counties was

announced to~ by Don G. Abel, state WPA Administrator.

• Snohomish County, heads the list with seven allotments, largest of which is

$138,127 for the construction and reconstruction of 10 miles of streots and 2 milos

of alloys in tho city, of Snohomish, and also sproading 4 miles of oil rond mix.

• Other Snohomish County, grants nro: Sultan streets and alloys, $72,443; Improving

drainago ditchos noar Lowell, $11,312; Improving school grounds in Goldbar. $7.999;

Everett. $3,600 to prepare a recerd of oxisting public utilitios throughout

• Snohomish County; Arlington, $2,705 to improve the high school athlotic field;

Everett. $1,620 te continue the work ef compiling, indexing nndropairing records of

tho City Clerk,,

• Anacortes, Skagit County, has been granted $94,075 for improving 20 miles of

streets, alleys and roads within the city~ Everson City Park in WhatCOill County

has been allotted $11,635 for improvements which include landscaping, seeding,

• building rustic bridges and ether incidental work.

Island County. receives two grants, according to Abel who said that $6.000 had

•

been set aside for a project to clean and renovate various public buildings and

$5.532 had been prOVided to furnish free assistance in house,~ork and care of children

in the homos of the nee~ where the homemaker- is totally or partially incapacitated
•

through illness cr temporary omorgoncy.
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• WPA "white collar" workers in. Pierce and Thurston County were assured of,

continuous emploYJllent to~. by, Don G. Abel, state WPA Administrator, who revealed

that two allotments totaling $16.044 had been made to carry on two projects now

•
operating.

Largest of the two is the Pierce County Assessor's project which provides for

preparing a new set of plat maps for the office, indicating and locating roads and

•
right-of-wa~., cleared and uncleared land, buildings and improvements, contour lines,

survey,s of beach property and field surveys. This project has been allotted $13,488,

Abel said.

•
The other projoct which has boen allocated $2,556 prevides for transcribing:md

indexing a now file of personnol records for tho Stato Superintendent of Education.

Both projocts are expected to be completed early next year, Abel stated.

•
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A catalog describing more than 150 titles in the Almrican Guide Series will be

issued this month by the Federal Writers' Project, Works Progress Administration,

1734 New York Avenue, N.W., Washington, D. C. Titles in this Series already issued

have had wide distribution. An incomplete tabulation shows that 3,549.706 copies of

publications compiled by. this Project have been distributed. apart from material
•

prepared for other projects and dopartmonts such as Recreation, Education.

Agriculturo. and so forth. Of publications distributed more tban 500,000 copios

ropresent material prepared ecpecially. for uso in public schools. In New England

close to 40,000 copios of tho six Stato Guidos havo becn distributod, roprosonting

an avorB€o distribution of almost 6,000 copios ouch.
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• Four widely known New York artists, Hilda Deutsch, Ruth Egri, J. Solman and

Kenneth Downer are scheduled to arrive in Spokane this week to join the faculty of

the \/PA sponsored by. the Spokane Art Center which opened September 29, it was

• snnounced yesterday by R. B. Inverarity, State Director of Federal Art Projects.. ,

Solman will design exhibitions and arrange exhibits for the gallery which will

displlo/. art from all parts of the nation to be changed every three weaks, said

• Inverarity. More than 55 such gallerias ara already astablishod through WPA Fedaral
•

•

•

•

•

•

Art in various parts of tho Uni ted Statos, including Sacramonto, California, and

Salam, Oregon, providing the largost art gallery circuit in tho world, he doclarod.

Miss Egri will conduct a mural and painting work shop. She is regarded as one

of the outstanding mural painters in the large New York Federal Art project. Downer

will co~duct painting classes and Miss Deutsch will hold classes in children's and

adult sculpturing.

Inverari ty also announced that the designs for three murals, which are now in-

stalled in the University of Washington Drama. Library, and which were executed by

Glen Sheckles, 3509 West Laurelhurst Drive, Seattle, on the Federal Art Project, have

been selectad for the nation-wide circuit.

The three designs, in water color. represent "The Theatre of the East'" "The

Theatre of the West" and "The Theatre in the Time of Shakespeare."
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•
Don G. Abel, state ¥PA Administrator. to~. announced allocation of $14.930

of lederal funds to conduct a ltPA "white collar" survey of Spokane streets and streot

•
improvements.

Tho work includes canpUing data obtained by making an actual p~sicial in-

ventcry, of the size aI)d location of eurbs, street lights, ~drants. manholes, typos

•
"f sidewalks and also compiling a sub-index of eXisting public hazards.

"This projoct is not a normal function of the government and no rogularly,

omplOY,od porsonnol will bo roplaced," Abel stated.

•

•

Tho project is sponsored by, the Spoknno County Commissioners who are providing

$4,000 for materials and supplies, and is expected to begin this woek.

Abol also announcod a $19,183 ltPA grant to improve the plll;yground facilitios of

tho Roslyn School at Ros~, in Kittitas County.
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The Works Progress Administration has expended almost a half-million dollars in

•
less than four months to add new significance to the observance of Navy Do;y. by making

major improvements in Washington naval facHi ties, it was announced y!lsterdo;y by Don

G. Abel, state WPA administrator. More than $3,200,000 has been invested from Federal

•
work relief funds in the 13th Naval District since the progrcm began.

First of four new hangars has just boon completod and two more are undor wo;y by

WPA at Sand Point Naval Air Station, north of Seattle, said Abol, \1ho revealed thnt

•
more than $900,000 had been invested to enlarge and extend the station. Work now

under WB<f includes $160,000 from WPA for the hangars and $103,000 allotted for im-

provements in buildings and grounds.

•
Approximately $2,300,000 in Federal \fork relief funds have vastly improved the

facilities at the Bremerton Navy Yard. and enabled navy authorities to quicken the pace

of national preparedness through this huge base, Abel said. A WPA building and grounds

•
improvement project is nm1 under way with $597,320 in Federal allotments, while an

$80,000 project providos for construction of a storage building and chemical laboratory.

In oxcess of 1,500 WPA men aro now rushing through the Bremerton program and another

•
•• 000 are erocting hangars and extending ground facili ties for handling navy plnnos

at Sand Point. The 13th Naval District is under com~~nd of Rear Admiral E. B. Fenner.

Abel also disclosed the huge extent of other WPA activities for national defense

in Washington. Employing an average of 700 \1orkers, 38 airport projects have been

• completed or are now in operation under work relief expenditures totaling $1,784.448

in this state, Abel said, and 14 other similar projects have been approved. Airports

or emergency landing fields have been built or improved at Ellensburg, Kelso. Chewelah,

• Kettle Falls, Walla Walla, Deer Park. Everett. Spokane. Colfax. two at Port Angeles.

Wenatchee, Prosser, Montesano, Tacoma, Olympia, Bellingham, Springdale, Seattle,

Yakima, Pasco and Mount Vornen.

• Moro thAn $3,000,000 has been expended for comploted projects, or work undor

BH
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•
~. to improve the buildings and grounds at Fort Lewis and construct McChord aI'1IQ'

airport. Two new projects begin immediately at Fort Lewis. A $71,136 WPA aJ.lotment

goes for buildings and grounds improvements, while a $162,804 aJ.lotment has been

made to improve the field artillery range and the golf course. A riding academy will

be built at Camp Murr~ with $6,311.

Three hundred thousand dollars have prOVided for a higher standard of facilities

for Fort Lawton. Improvements at Fort George Wright run more than $50,000 IUld an

operating project to improve buildings and grounds at Vancouver Barracks oxceeds this

amount by. sevoral thousand dollars.

Approximately $4,000,000 has boen expended by liPA in flood control and the

clearlUlce of river channels to safeguard rivers and harbors as well as protect ronds

important to the movemont of troops in a nntionaJ. emergency.• ns well as for pec.co­

•
timo commerce. said Abel. This huge undertaking has been under the direction of the

United States Army Engineers.
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• Three long range proposals for major WPA projects in Washington were suggested

tonight by Don G. Abel, state Works Progress Administrator, who was guest speaker at

a dinner given by the Seattle Press Club.

• Abel said WPA was doing some of its finest work where local sponsors provide

ample materials for projects calling for a greater propertion of construction effort.

He cited the extensive concrete paving job in Bremerton, fine school improvements

• throughout the state and the Sand Point Naval Air Base which he said was practically

buil t by. WPA.

"Go see the jobs where we have been provided plenty of material and equipment

• and there you'll find our finest work," Abel said. "Tho men give their bost offort,

whore thoy can seo this type of project matorialize before them."

An appeal for an extcnsivo, practical program of reforestatien in Washington was

• mado by. Abel as his socond proposal. Ho pointod out that WPA could givo the greatest

possible assistance to an aggressive plan for recreating the timber wealth of this

state.

• Abel also advocated a greater program of flood control projects. "As extensive

and successful as our flood control projects have been, we really haven't yet

scratched the surface," he pointed out. IIwpA could use from five to eight thousand

• men for the next ten y.ears on this type of project, bring the many rampant streams

under control, and thus stop the enormous economic loss the state now suffers

annually from floods.",
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Don G. Abel, State Administrator of the WPA. todaY accepted the resignation

of Mr. George P. Harris, Coordinator of Women's and Professional Projects for

Pierce, Mason, Thurston and Grays Harbor Counties. Abel announced the appoint-

ment of Kermit V. Livingston, of AUburn, as successor. Livingston has been on

the staff of the Professional Projects of the WPA during the past two years.
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• Rehabilitation of the Lake Chelan Irrigation ~stem will continue with $29,809

federal funds, Don G. Abel, state WPA Administrator, revealed to~,

..
•

Slightl~ more than 3,000 acres of orchard land is served by this irrigatien ,

system, which was partially destr~Jed by fire in 1929 and rebuilt at a cest of $206.000•

The preject, sponsorod by tho Loke Cholv~ Recl~~tion District with $17,4}4 for

..
materials, supplios and oquipment rentals, provides for constructing 2,500 linoal feet

of 30" wcod stave pipe, 2,640 lineal feet cf 14" steel pipe and clearing and grubbing

apprcximately. 50 acres of land. Materials for constructing the wood stave pipe have

..
been on hand for about three y~ars but these improvements nO>l being made by the WPA

were postponod from yoar to yoar duo to inadoquato financos. Tho 14" spillway. line

has boon noedod for yoars, Reclamation District officials stated, and with the

completion of this unit \'later tha;t is now turned into Loke Chelan and lost \'lill be

•
diverted into Wapato LClke and usEd .rer irrigation.

Project plans also call for clearing nnd grubbing the ring of dead brush and trees

which surround the Antillon Storage Reservoir (Long Slough) ~mich was raised 20 feet

•
in 1929 and of which only. a slll£lll amount MS boon clearod. A provious allotment by

l~A of $8,517 for improvomont to this district was oxhausted oarly last y~nr, Abol said.

Abol also announcod a $6,693 ~lPA allotmont for improving the Columbia Irrigation

.. District Canal noar Konno\'lick, b~ lining 1,000 feot of it ~nth concroto to provont loss

of wator by. animals burro\'ling, penetrating nnd rupturing tho bonks, causing loss of

..
crops duo to \'rotor shortngo and oxcossivo rep..".ir exponsos. Both projocts aro slnted

to bogin in tho noxt wook, Abel stated•
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A $168.311 WPA project to improve about 12 miles of streets and alleys in :~ount

Vernon was annQ1lDced today by Don G. Abel, State WPA Administrator, who stated that

• the project is expected to begin on November 11.

The project includes 37 acres of grading. 50,278 cubic yards of excavation.

installing 42,800 lineal feet of curbing and tho hanging of 928 street signs in

• addition to building guard rails, landscaping and incidontal work.

The city, of Mount VorDon is sponsoring tho projoct ~J1th an additional $137.325

for materials and oquipment rontals.

•

•

•

•

•
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• ~10 more WPA safe driving schools will open November I, at Lake Forest Park

School.and the B. F. Day School, 39th and Linden Avenue, it was announced yesterda¥

by Don G. Abel, state Works Progress Administrator, bringing the total number of these

• fivo-day, onco-a-weok courses in traffic accidont prevention to moro than 140 in King

County since January 1.

The course at Lake Forest Park will be sponsored by the local Civic Club, tho

,. Garden Club and the Parent-Toachor group of tho district. At B. F. Day School tho

class will be sponsorod by, the local pro-school group, the PTA, Ross Scheol, Fremont-

Woodland Heights Commercial Club, ~angelical Lutheran, Ashbury Methodist, Fremont

• Baptist and Church of God churches. ~ Cleseee will be held simultanoously fivo

consocutivo Tuosda¥ evonings, 8100 to 9:30 olcl~ck••

Abol declared that more than 25,000 residents of King County have enrolled in

• these classos since January 1, and that repidl~ growing state-wido intorost hos

already resulted in the holding of classes in all urban contors, with plans now undor

way. to open instruction courses in hundreds of tho moro remoto areas of Washington.

•
The state-wide pregram, which Abel said is intended to m.~e drivers and pedestrians

more safety conscious and prepare them for State Highway Patrol examinations for

~iversl licenses, is under the sponsorship of the Automobile Club of Washington,

•
American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, PTA, religious and fraternal organizations

and other civic-minded groups, in ceoperation with county, city and state authorities.

Attendance averages more than 150 in these classes, said Abel, with the largest

•
class on record, numbering more than 1,500, held last year at Ballard High School

Auditorium. Twenty~five applications hove been filed by sponsors for additional

classes in King County, Abel said.

,. ----000000000----
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~ Yorks Progress Administration has invested more than nineteen million dollare

in X1ng Count,y 1mprovllJDllDts and pqrolls since the program began in 1935. it wae

•

•

announced yestards;y by Dan G. Abel. state lIPA Administrator. with 13.515 p.3rsons now

amployad.. Abal also announced $897.860 will bos allotted immadiataly to carry on or

'bag1n six projacts in tha county.

Operating labor projacts now employ 10.614 whila 60 "whita collar" professional.

educational, c1arical, wOJDoln's and arts projacts provieW jobs for 3.901 IIl3n and VOIIl.JI1,

said Abal.

To contiJlU;l the lwge land use survey project, which is under the sponsorship of

the assessor's office, a $681.552 allocation becomes immediataly effective. This

• project provides the largest "white collar" amplO)/'iiant in the count,y, and was S.lt up

to ascertain whethar dascriptions given for tax purposas ara accurate. No adaquat.l

card fila or pravious "r.lcord .lXist.ld. said Ab.ll. This work is alroady complat.Jd for

• S.Jllttl.l and s;lvaral oth.lr communiti.3s of th.J county. uneWr provious allotm.Jnts.

•

Thousands of pr.JViously unlist.3d improv;)ll!.lnts W.3r.3 discov.lr.3d during th.J surV.ly. Th.J

county commission..lrs hav,) pl.3dgJd an adlUtl.onel$10l,639 to o."gmont thJ F.Jd.:lrll1 funds.

Second largest allotment, $94.823 is to continue elimination of a major health

hazard thrmJ€b construction of sanitary units in rural and suburban districts ",here

sewer eystems are not available or practicable. The State Departmant of Health is

• bO.cldng up this King county undertaking by WPA tlith an additional $31.560.

City-wide improvam~nt of R.mton straets and Il1lays by lfPA will continuo under a

$67.097 Il1loclltion, Abel srod. In addition to general grading and di tching. sidewll1ks,

• curbs and some paving will be constructed. City funds for IIOteri31s will totll1 $23.488.

The :roster High School buildings, grounds and fncilities will be extended and modern-

hed under n $16.851 Federll1 allocation combined with $3.456 from local authorities.

•
A nay addition is the featured construction itaDM Radmond recreational facilitias

•

will be furthar devalopad through a $31,676 VPA fund.. The city pledged another

$3,359.95 for tho project. Columbia Grnda School naar Cova is slated for 0. naw

IlllI41torium with $5,861 trOlll lIPA ond $1,599 in school district funds. Much of tlw
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liTew 1f.PA allotments totaling $)43,174 were announced todq by Don G. Ablll, state

•

•

Works Progress Administrator. for Ban J'Ym, Vllatcom, Clallam, Xitsap and leland counties.

This amount, combined with ellocations disclosed yesterdq for Xing county. totals

$l.21n.o)4 in J'edaral funds released within 10,,0 dqs for projects in northwest countiu.

Principal allocation todq provides f289,417 for road construction thr~out San

J",m county, starting November 14. AbaJ. draw attention to tho growing tendency of

•

eponsors to incr,)8.se thair financial proportion of 1f.PA undertakings and cited San JUA.1l

caunty's pledge of $370,249.04, which substantially excesds the Wl'A fund And assures

emple monq for equipment rentals and adequate materiel for a more permlUlADt standard

of improvement.

"The total sponsor l s contribution for the six countias on these projacts runs 1o'.:lll

• over a half million dollars," said Abel, "and this mona;y will be UBad principally to

~ material and obtain equipllWnt needed to gat tha maximum benefits from 1tPA projects.

!l'hroughout the state huga .lXpendi tures are constantly baing made for the extene1ve la'A

• program, resulting indirectly in the employment of =y workers in private a:z:terprises."

At 8umas, city-wide construction of storm sewers will start the some ~, under a

a $20,035 WPA allncation. City officials will ~ pipe and other installation material

• with $6,661.83. Pupils of Bellingham schools will be given diagnostic tests to be

scored, checked, indexed and recorded by a professional WPA staff with $4,960 in

:redaral funds. Matron service in girls' rest rooms of ClallDJll eounty schools begins at

•

• onca with $7.586.

!l'hrea Xitsap county projects total $13.041. The cematary at the State Soldiers'

Home near Ratsil will ba im:9rovad with $6,045, and a Keyport school pl8iJfiald will be

built with $4,506. starting Mondq. Two weaks lahr a crew will begin repeir1ng tha

•

ground o.nd school thr;la mibs wast of Xingston with $2,1190. Th3 Coupavilla comatary

o.nd tha Clinton cemetery, near town, will get $5,218 from WPA for general imprOVBIII.mts,

starting liTovambar 14, the same dlq that drainage work begin. for farm land. near llq­

viaw with $2,957.



•
pR-634

PllOPEIllY
OF THi

.'!'IASHINGTON

STATE
'. ' '~"'ARY
'''----

•

Eight eastern WaShington countiee will get a total of $612.119 in new WPA funds

for thirt~en projects annmlnced yester~ by Don G. Abel, state Works Progress Adminie-

•
tratero to begin immediately or before liovember 15.

Chelan count,. heads the list wi th a single county-wide road improvam~nt proj act

calling for $431,691. This huge sum assures contimlatJce and expandon of the much

•
needed WPA program of dralnage, widening and surfacing secondar;y roads in this eection.

Abel draw attention to tb.3 growing tendency of sponsors to seak a more p ..rmanant

standard of construction ~ incraasing their financial proportion of WPA undartakings,

•

.

and cited Cb.31an counti l s larg.. pl..dg.. of $1810385 as intended to assure ampl,) funds

for afficient oquipment and adaquat.:l matarial.

"The total sponsor l s contributi~ for the eight counties on these projects runs

well over $2860300," said Abel,!"with their pledges exceeding WPA in two instances.

• Local authorities are shoWing a growing realizati"n that their huge contributions for

material and equipment indirectly result also in the ..mploymant of increasing numbers

in private enterprises throughout the state••

• Frae WPA home assistanca, wb.3re the homa maker is tamporarily incapacitat..d, will

•

continua throughou.t Yakima count,. with $29,845. In the district of Yakima bounded b,.

Sixth, 14th, East D streets and Pacific Avenue, $270304 will provide new water mains

• construction. City grants will, for material, amount to $27,565. Zillah street i~

provementa will require $31,863. Other allocations are $13,034 for Pend Dreille

count,. roads; $19,133 to improve Roslyn school grounds; $9,763 for building and grounds

repairs to the Ellensburg Normal school; $9,445 fnr school grounds near Veradale, and

•

$5,660 to modernize Spokane's Grace Campbell Memorial Museum building. City funds

totalling $6,350 will be used. Kennewick's irrigation CAllal will need $6,693; fish

conservation installations in Benton county call for $4,727, and the PalOUS3 High

School athletic field 1JIpl'0vSID3nh will be made with $5,053.
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Announcing $668,618 in naw 1fPA funds for fourteen projeots in southwest Washi~

ton. Don G. Abal. state Works Prograss Administrator, toda;y said that six counties

would. begin receiving aJ.locations on or before Wednesda;r. and not ~ would JIIIlJly

hundreds of relief workers be assured of continued security wages as a result, but

• that the Imge aggregate sponsor's contributions for eqUipment and materiel would

provide !!Ill.!]j' addit1onaJ. resia..nta with private emplOJl"lBl1t.

Tatal allncations for Pierce County amount to $561,868 of which $163.8l2 will be

• used to continue all 1fPA sewiD€ rooms. outside Tacoma. until next J llne. To improve

bUildiDgs and grounds of Tacoma schools 1fPA will provide $157,806. Although local

•

school authorities s~ other WPA projects have accomplished major improvements in

the city's schools, they state there is still much to be done, and have pledged

$43,369.84 for naeded material.

Observation pllste. gun implacements, telephone lines, guard Sh!lltSI s and golf

• course improvements will be made at Fort Lewis with $162,804 from WPA. while $71.136

will be used to recondition heatiDg, plumbiDg and electrical eqUipment. Construction

of a riding ac~ and landecapiDg at Camp Murr~ will take $6,311.

•

•

•

Ground improvements at the La Center consolidated grade and high school will need

$47,800 from WPA. GradiDg and surfacing Kalama straets, and rel~ing water and sawar

lines calls for $22.035. Naw city park faclliti3s and accommodations will be made at

Kalso with $5.091. Othar allotmants ara $2.104 for dike improvemants at Castle Rock;

$12,200 for cleariDg th.l right-of-~ and digging pole holas to erect the powar lines

from Alpha to Cinnebar and Cosmos to Packwood; $11,570 for fraa home assistance to

partially incapacitated mothers of Lewis county; $2,476 to provide additional sewerage

facilities at Pe Ell; '1.966 to erect an addition to the B~ Center grade school;

$1.507 to complete the Tumwater city hall and $17.771 to bUild sheds and a loodiDg

•
platform for the Port of Olympia.

----oooOOoooo~-
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Forty-five new lIPA projects for various sections throughOllt Washington

wae ennoUDced tod!r;,y b:1 Don (}. Abel, state Works Progress Administrator. to

•
begin immediately, or wi thin two weeks, UlIder Federal allotments totalling

•

Abel said eastern Washington projects released in this group would total

$612,119. The northwest cOUlIties will receive $1,241,034 and the southwest

cOUlIties are slated for $668,618.

"Total sponsorls cont±ibutions for these projects, "Abel stated, "would

•
reach almost a million dollars. Most of this money will go into private

business chs.nnals to bu,y oquipmant and mterial which the sponsors agree to

furnish for the WPA projects." The State Adminietrator added, "QbViOllSly

•
man~ additional Washington residents will benefit through private empla,yment

as a result of this program."
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In a race with the steadilJr ris1Jlg 151 mile reservoir above Grand Coulee DBIII,

extensivp preparations for the huge ICP.A. lake-bed clearing project will be speeded up

this week by the addition of more men. it was announced yesterdB;y by Don G. Abel.

State W:n-Q Progress .A.dministrator. wo said that the first permanent camp is now

8cheduled fer completion about December 5. at Lincoln•

.A.bel e:rplained that the waters above the 4am. rise as the construction of the dam

progresses, and that it is necessary to clear areas ahead of the moving shoreline

which eventually will excoed 500 miles.

To rush completion of the camp, one of ten 350 men cantonments to accomodate

workers cn the ten million dollar project, the construction crew will be increased

from 82 to 120. On the shore of the forebay, immediately above the dam, 25 men are now

placing the ribs and planking on the 64 foot hull of the diesel-powered boat to be used

by ICPA in the clearance work• .A.bel said flood lights are being installed at the little

"ship yards" to put on a 1light shift. increasing the crew to 40. .A.s rapid1Jr a8 bnrracks

are completed, increasing crews of clearance workers will begin large scale operations

which eventuallJr will p.xtend up the SpoJmne river and on the Columbia for a radius of

ten to fifteen miles from the Lincoln camp. Sites are now being selected for the other

camps, with the assistance of the U. S. llureau l'f Reclll!ll....Uon. sponsor of the clearing

project, which is the largest WPA undertaking in the nation.

The men building the pernflnent Lincoln camp are housed in a temporary camp nee.r-

by which was completed l!1St veek. The clearance work has alroad,y begun. to make way for

the grounds of this camp and to grade adequate service roads. Construction equipment

scheduled to arrive next week. Abel said, ioolude three heav-duty caterpillar type

bulldogs with land clenring attachments and several flo.t-bed tru.c:ks.

The camp will cover an areo. of 16 acres. Eight barro.cks. oo.ch 130 by 20 feot and

accomodating 40 men to the building. will be the dominant structures of the camp.

About 20 other buildings include a kitchen, mess hall. infirmary, administration office.

living quarters for administrative staff, c('Dlplete refrigeration and ice plant. and

• auditorium.

___...nnnnnO~nnn _
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A heaV)' bronze plaque, 24 by 34 inches, was placed on the new lIPA constructed

• l"en!J1'dale school near Rent.on, Satur~, by Don G, Abel, state Works Progress Adminis-

trator, at a cornerstone lqing caremony attended by more than 300 residents of the

comunm1ty, local school suthor1ties and state end county officials. Conuessman

• John K. Coffee of the Sixth District, which includes Xen!J1'dale, assisted Abel in

raising the plaque to position.

•

Abel said the modern1stical17-styled structure to date represented a lfPA in­

vestllleIlt of $500374. and that additional funds will be required to complete the pro-

ject, scheduled for sometime next SlllDmer. The building is of roinforced concrete

construction, 128 by 203 feet, one story and basement. The plan includes six class

•
rooms. prinCtpal's Pifice. teachors 1 recapti on room end a large auditorium on the

main floor, with pl~room, cafotoria, kitchen, lavatories, private dining room end

boiler room in tho basement. Eighty men o.re nC'"" working to rush the projoct through

•
at the oarliest possible time, scheduled now for next sl1Jmer. The building will

accommodate 180 pupils of School District *147, with provisions for future e:xpan"ion,

Abel said. Sponsoring school board contributions for materials have exceeded $31,000

•
to date, the work is 65 per cent complete.

In addition to the Xennydale project, lIPA is constructin.g two other schools in

•

King County at Meridian and Pacific City. New schools have been completed by lfPA at

Kirkland, Coal!ield and Ravensdale. Almost every district in the county has received

improvements in school buildings end grounds under various lfPA projects, o.ccordin.g to

Abel.

•
In addition to Abel rmd Congressma.n Coffee, other speakers at Xennydale included

County Commissioner Tom Smith. County Superintendent of Schools Nina O. Buchanan and

State Senator Earl Maxwell, master of ceremonies. A 20 piece WoPA trained Xennydale

school band and the Renton Veternns of Foreign Wnrs bays' drum rmd bugle corps

• provided 111181c.
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More than 60 miles of winding trail... by-we,ys, lc.nes and crude roads on Mercer

Island are rnpidly being converted by ~A into a network of fast thoroughfares, with

l'ederal expenditures to date ~ $175,000, it wtlll nnnounced 796ter~ by Don G. ~el,

state Works Progress Administrator, The WPA investment will reach $200,000 by the

time the project is completed Mnrch 1.

Improvements are bein.g made with an eye to providing rapid future services when

the planned big bridge is completed, as well as furnish greatly needed present fac-

ilities for the island's 2,500 residents, Abel said. Work consists mainly in

straightenin.g bad curves, reducing grades, slapin.g di tch ban.'<:s, widening and in-

stalling edequate concrete pipe culverts to handle storm drainage. All curves are

designed for 40 miles per hour traffic, with super elevation and 15 per cent /ldded

as 0. safet:' f::>.ctor. Curves nnd high fills are bein.g given o.dded smety protection by

installo.tion of cednr log guard rails of the type approved by the Washin.gton State

• Highwe,y Department. Abel pointed out that the roads were originally designed for

slow country traffic and as scenic drives, but in recent years have proven gres~

inadequate for modern needs. These rO~As hnve been widened to 28 feet with 24 foot

• graveled surfaces enginoerod to o.llow for oil-surfacing at some later dato,

More than 500 WPA men have worked on the project since it began last April,

with peak crews of 700. A 4o-man clean-up crew will continue throughout the winter

•

•

•

checkin.g slides and putting through finishin.g details. King County commissioners

have provided materials and equipment rentals,as sponsors of the work.

WPA recently made other improvements at Mercer Island, Abel said. l~ew tennis

courts have been installed at Roanoke Park. The playfield has been leveled and graAed

at Luther Burbank Parental School. A water system has also been installed at the

school and dormitory rooms remodeled. Presidential approval has been given for a

$14,436.50 allotment to construct a gymnasium at the East Seattle grade school, on

the islnnd, and details are being worked out with the sponeors to begin construction.
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A $3,840 W1?A allotment ennounced 18 sterday by Don G. Abel, state Works Progress

• Administrator, is the fourth of allocations totalling more than $10,000 in Federal

funds for laboratory research to increase wine production and utilize surplus Wash-

ington fruits and berries.

• W1?J. laboratory chemists have been working since 1935 at the University of

Washington, Seattle, on various yeasts studies to determine their prnctical appl1ca-

tion to the fermentation of small fruit. Abel said work includes research into

• comparative quality of wines produced from yeasts"'1v fermentati on of zymase, natural

fermentation, and controlled fermentation, as well as investigations of wine spoilage

under industrial conditions. Upon COID21otion of this project results will be compiled

•

•

•

•

•

for pUblication by the university. WPA made a $3,276 allotment for the work in 1937:

$1,432 in 1936, and $1,611 in 1935. The university contributed sponsor funds

totalling $13,626, te provido materials, rentals of laborator,[ equipment and super-

visory personnel.

Officials of mony Washington wineries have contributed wine samples for test,

and in other ways assisted in the ~~A research project. The project was proposed by

the State Planning Board, the U. S. Dep,,-rtment of Agriculture Frozen Pack Laboratory,

and the university. Donations from frUtt growers have been accepted and fruits

placed in cold storage for laboratory work.

There are 39 licensed Washington wineries, all west of the Cascades except two

at Grandview and one each at Pasco, Sunnyside and Selah. lfashington wine production

has grown from 263,139 gallons in 1936 to 650,824 gallons in the fiscal year ending

September 30, 1938, according to Ifarren L. Dewar, attorney for the Washington Wine

Council, representing the state vintners' association. P~olls exceed $650,000

annuall;, and the industry represents an investment of more than $2,500,000.

•
----ooooOoooo~__
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Two WPA projects were announced 7ester~ b7 Don G. Abel, state Works Progress

Administrator, for Gro;ys Harbor count7, nnd Dna for Pierce count7, with $46,386 in

Federal funds to be released starting next week.

Free home assistance vill be continued in Gr~s Harbor count7 under a $30,420

• allocation. This service is given to provide assistance in housework and care of

children in homes of need7 where the homemaker is totel17 or partiel17 incapaci tated

because of ill health or confinement, or in case of some tempor~ emergenc7 which

•
makes this assistance necessary. Similar projects oper~te in most of the counties

of the state, according to Abel. The project is sponsored by the county commissioners.

•

The school building ond grounds at Moclips, will be improved under 0. $4,307

allocation, which will be matched by 0. $2,308.50 appropri::-.tion from the Moclip&-

AIoho. School District. Work includes remodeling the QIIlIlD.Bium nnd manual tro.ining

room, installing pl~ground equipment, cloaring, grub·oing, sloping, excavnting, and

•
installing necess~ry dr~in~e fncilities on the sehool grounds.

Publie buildings will be clenned nnd ronov~ted threughout Piorce count7 under a

$11,659 allotment. This project, which is spenscred by the county commissionors,

•
assures conti:luation of work under a previous project. The program cells for

cleaning wells, woodwork, furniture, and smell equipment; and cleaning, washing and

repairing furnishings such as curtains, draperies and upholstery.

•
----ooooOoooo~--
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• \'lPA funds totaling $92,803 were announced for five eastern Washington projects,

yesterdq by Don G. Abel, state Works Progress Administrator, who said that the

funds would all be released beginning early next week.

• City-wide improvement of streets and alleys at Pasco will be done wi th a

$61,942 allocation, s"id Abel, and this project will include parking strips throughout

the city. Work will consist principally in grading, surfacing, constructing curbs

• and gutters and all details connected with general improvement. The city will pro­

vide $18,766 for materials and rental of construction equipment.

Grounds and recr~ational improvem~s at Mead Union High School will feature
•

• new tennis and handball courts, and a water system. This project calls f~r $11,297

and will be completed by the middle of February, according to present plans. Local

..
school authorities have pledged an additional $3,010.

The Grace Campbell Memorial Museum building at Spcksne will undergo complete

renovation wi th $5,660 in WPA funds. Work includes new electrical and plumbing

facilities, painting, disple,y cabinet construction and many detailed repair jobs.

• The city requirements for materials will exceed the l'lPA allocation, rllnning more

than $6,300, said Abel.

Under the sponsorship of the Chelan county commissioners, WPA workers will re-

•
pair and renovate contributed clothing, shoes, bedding, furniture and toys, through

a $11,924 Federal allocation. The products will be distributed free to needy.

A four months job of wrecking and salvaging the material of nn old school

•
building in District No. 46, Wenatchee, will be completed under a supplemental al-

location of $1,980. Previous work was done at the location for the improvement of

grounds around a new school building •

•
---...ooooOoooo~...
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Heading the list of four WPA projects aggregating $361,367, annmlDced yesterday

by Don G. Abel, state Works Progress Administrator, for northwest counties, is a

• $172,214 streets improvement program for Port Townsend, to begin Monday.

Kent grade school grounds will require $6,089; school grounds of the school in

District No. 115. northeast of Everett. will get $5,425. and Edmonds streets. $9,744.

• All projects will begin wi thin two weeks.

The Port Townsend improvement will include reshaping, grading, draining and

surfacing the streets, building and repairing seawalls, l~ing curbs, and sidewalks.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Incidental work, such as ditching and grading parking strips. alan, are schedule items

on the project, which is expected to operate for twelve months. The ci~ has

pledged funds for materials, totaling $58,005.

Two months will be needed to do the grubbing. leveling, landscaping and excavat-

ing at the Kent school, said Abel. ns well as for the l~ing of drain tile and build-

ing of a pl~shed. Project workers will demolish an old gymnasium and salvage the

mn.terials as much as possible.

The school nenr Everett will get new foundntions. reshingling and general

repairing, while the grounds will be extensively grnded, drnined and landscnped. For

this work local schOOl nuthorities have agreed to add $1,394.95 for materials.

-·----000000000----
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A $453,263 nation-wide WPA project has been launched to collect building and

c~nstruction data for the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics, and the survey

will start inunediately in Ifashington with an initial $1,800, it was announced yes-

terday by Don G. Abel, state W~rks Progress Administrator. Cities covered will be

limited to those lIepresenting typical urban areas in the various population

classifications over 10,000.

Four research workers have been assigned from the WPA rolls to begin in Seattle

and two in Tacoma on the collection of data on building permits, by type of build,...

ings, for years previous to 1920. Assie;nments will be given as rapidly as arrange-

ments can be made at Spokane, Vancouver, Olympia and possibly Yakime and ~Tenntchee,

Abel declared. Other phases of the project include collection of data on building

permits, by type of material and by cost groups, for the year 1936 to 1938; obtaining

of information on the number of dwelling uni ts provided in nonincorporated areas with-

in metropolitan districts of all cities having a popul~tion of 50,000 or over, and

the gathering of information from which to correlate selling prices of residential

buildings with permit veJ.uati ons.

Abel said the data -,ould be incorporated into the records of the Bureau of Labor

Statistics, to 8ugment that Department of Labor agency's extensive information on

residential housing, construction, sales and valuations obtained throughout the

nation. The WPA project is scheduled for completion in approximately six months, he

.. stated.
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..
~TORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
208 ALASKA BUILDING
SEATTLE, IfASHINGTON BH



PR-645
I'RoPfRTy

OF THE

W'4SH'NGTON

ST4'TE'

L'SR4RY

IMMEDIATE RELEASE
NOVEMBER 15, 1938

•

•

•

In response to a nation-wide demand for information on the works being pre>-

• duced by the WPA Federal Writers l Pr~ject, a catalog was issued this week on the

American Guide Series, principal undertaking of a Dl!.tional character, according to

Don G. Abel, state Works Progress Administrator. The catalog lists 152 publications,

• including 23 State Guides, which have been published or are now On the press.

Abel said there are 25 other State Guides, nearly completed, including a volume

on Washington under production at the writing project quarters, 102 Chamber of

• Commerce Building, Seattle.

The 31 page catalog was prepared by the Washing ten, D. C. staff of the Federal

Writers' Project, on heavy enameled paper with numerous photographic illustratinns of

• various pUblished guides. Abel said each state will bc rcpresented by a guide as

well as Alaska, Puerto Rico and Hawnii. By-products have been guides to principc.l

cities a.nd towns, import~.nt national rOMv/llJs; bcoks on nationalities, folklore,

• history and . special subjects peculiar to certain localities.

Volumes listod include "The Almanac For New Yorkers," "American Stuff," compris~

ing two books of off-time contributions of writers; "Birds of the World," "Cape Cod

• Pilot," "Fl= in Oregon, II "The Hopi," covering ArizOIk'l. Indians; "The Idaho Encyclopedia,

"Italians of New York, ~ "Origins of Utah Plneo Nm"es," "The Swedes and Finns in lilew

Jorseyi" and "Wisccnsin Indian Lore."

• "Thoso works should provo e.n importnnt add! tion to tho shelves of the country's

librarios, schools, and of porsons intorestcd in source material of the Amorican

scone," cbserved Abol, and statod th..'lt additional information TrJD<f bo obtainod by

•
writing the Foderl:'~ \1riters l Project nt Soattlo or at 1734 Now York Avenue, NY., Wash-

ington, D. C. ----eooeOoooe>----
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More than 2.400 men and women left the lIPA for private employment in Washington,

between September 11 and October 10. and an additional 2,481 were absorbed by other

• Federal agencies on work relief programs, Don G. Abel, state Works Progress Adminie-

trator, announced today.

Abel said, "We are happy to announce that this substantial movement of workers

• a~ frOlll 1IIPA if continued will enable us to conserve our funds, without drastic pq-

roll reductions. until Congress can provide additional appropriations.

Other Federal age~cies in Washington, which obtain relief funds under separate

• governmental apprllpriati ons and have employed WPA workers include the Bremerton Navy

Yard; the Sand Point Naval Air Base; the Army at Fort Lewis, McChord Field, Vancouver

Barracks and Fort George Wright, the Coast Guard; the Department of Fisheries; the

•
Forest Service, and the National Park Service.

.AJ.thou&l figures are not yet available on the last 30 dD;ys, Abol said there has

been a pronounced upturn 1n the number leaving the nationcl WPA rolls,. which. he said,

•
is definite proof thnt unemployed are eager for jobs and are not content with work

relief when other employment becom£.s available.

Aubrey Willioms, Acting National Administrator, snid tho.t 173.202 persons

•
voluntarily left their ~A jobs during September.
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Seattle is slated to have the last word in efficient fire al&rlll protection.

WPA allotments totaling $12,580 were annOUllCed Testerdq b7 Don G. Abel, state

Works Progress Administrator, for a "white collar" professional and clerical project

to prepare a new revised set of records, files, drawings and maps concerned with the

• operation of the Seattle Fire Alarm System, and to collect data needed to speed up

transmission and receipt of signals,

A field survey will be made to inspeot instrl1llllmts in fire alarm headquarters,

•

•

•

•

•

Fremont sub-station, 35 fire staUons and various other buildings, said Abel. All fir

alarm instruments, numbering more than 350, will be checked, including punch tBpe

registers, take-up reels, and gongs. More than 1,130 street fire alarm boxes,

located,throughout the 70 square miles of the incorporated area, will bo inspoctod.

Abel declared all data will be classified and transcribed to an efficient new

card index system which will show such information as location, date purchased, date

installed, cost, type and date last painted. OfficiD.ls of the Seattle Fire Department

state the results of the WPA project will greatly speed up the efficiency of the aJ.arl

system, ;resul ting in decreased fire loss and increased safety. No adequate records

have been available before, and most facts have been missing or out-dated.

The city woll provide $4,915.93 for materials and equipment rentals, ond

will maintain the WPA project, slated for completion in ten months.
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AppronmatelT 200 representativee of state and local education and recreation

bodies and lfPA state directors in this field gathered yesterdaIY in Washington, D. C.,

•
for a four-dalY conference to plan and integrate their work for the coming year.

This is the first time that state leaders of the two programs have been brought

together at a single conference, said Don G. Abel, state Works Progress Administrator

•
who disclosed that Washington is being represented by Wallace Kelso, WPA State

Director of the division of education and recreation and William Post, assistant

director in chargo of recroational activitios.

A highlight of the conference, wich was called by National Administrator

• Harry L. Hopkins, will be a joint session FridaIY afternoon at Wich Mrs. Roosevelt

will act as chairman. All meetings of both groups as well as joint sessions will

be held to evaluate the work of the two programs to date and plan more adequate

• schedules for the coming year. Abel said emphasis vrill be given by the education

section to discovering means for greater occupational training for the unemployed,

particularly those on WPA, so that they will be better prepared to take jobs in

• private employment. Another topic of importance \'fill be tho groator development of

classes in traffie safoty.
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Tvo Pierce County WPA projects were announced yesterday, by Dnn G. Abel,

• state Works Progress Administrator, to start the day after Thanksgiving with funds

totalling $46,439. Pq;yallup park improvements will require $41,128 and drainage

work in District No. 21. near Tacoma, calls for $5,311.

•

•

•

•

•

•

The park project will include clearing. grubbing. grading, leveling, graVeling,

building a caretaker I s cabin, and erecting a c=i t;y kitehen. There will also be

new rest roans, a rock garden. modern septic tanks, cabins and decorative entrances,

as well as extensive landscaping. The city has promised to invest $10,173

additional funds in the work, for materials and equipment rentals.

Drainage work covers the clearing of brush, roots and debris. Drainage channels

of Wapato Creek will be widened and deepened and a flume and pipe will be installed.

The district plans to contribute *1,149.40 toward completion of the project.

:Both WPA undertakings ~lill be completed late in February, Abel said.
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Don G. Abel, state Works Progress Administrator, announced hie acceptance

•
yester~ of an ~nvitationby the Hoquiam city park board, to present the new

Hoquiam Athletic Field II':> the ci ty, Thanksgiv~ DBiY, in dedicati on cro-emonies marking

completion of this main uni t of extensive lIP! recreati anal improvements in the GT~s

•
Harbor city, totaling more than $94,900 in Federal funds.

Other prominent state and local officials ,fill participate in the short ceremon-

ial presentation, echeduled for one p.m., just prior to the kick-off in the annual

tilt between the time-honored Hoquiam and Aberdeen high school football rivnls.

• Abel said lIPA had invested "pproxinntely $50,000 to date on the modernly designed

and III\lch needed Hoquiam recreational center, and that the athletic field represented

the last word in up-t.~date design and workmanship for outdoor events in a ci ty of

• this size.

l1ith the cooperation rold energy of man;y civie-minded bodies of the district,

funds were raised and pledged to assist the city in obligating a sponsor's contri-

• button of $54,493.43 for the locnl share of the project. !rhis money is used to

purchase materinls and rent necessary construction equipment.

The playfield, at 28th and Queets, is 725 feet long and 450 foot wido, snid

• Abel, with a turf footbnll field properly crowned to supply adequnte drninage in

one of the heaviest rninfnll areas of the United States. The nO\r/ grandsllsnd is

40 by 1,000 feet. Whon the entire project is comploted thore will be flood lighting,

• tennis courts, o.dequ.."te plo;yground oquipment, two and a. half acres of picnic grounds,

two soft bnll fields, b01r/l1ng groon, two score boards, soft bnll court bleachers,

plo;yfield backstops, comzmmity kitchen, archery ranges, wading pools, modern rest

• rooms and modern shower and dressing room facilities for "thletic participants.

l'ark board members anticipate th".t the opening of the ne" field will see the

biggest attendnnce in the history of Hoquiam, based on the f:lCt that it is the

•
principal event of the year and the high pitch of locnl enthusiasm over the long-

needed recrentionnl oenter.



•

•

•

AppraxiJllatel7 $40,000 have been invested lv lIPA to improve irrigation facilities b5/
in the Green Acres district of Spokane county since the project stnrted throe ;rears

ago, Don G. Abel, state Yorks Progress .ldm1n1strator, said 7ester~, and additional

new allotments will boost this total to more than $Ill,500.

Another proposed $9,104 project, to improve a mile and a half of irrigation

canal, is now waiting for l'residential approval at Washington, D. C., Abel said. J'our

projects have been completed with ¥FA expenditures totaling $32,050.26, to modernize

the entire S7stem of the area, dig new flumes, clean and widen silt-filled and caved

in old ditches and convert rotted wooden channels into modern, permanent concrete

• improvements.

Two projects are now operating. A $6,288 allocation from Fedoral funds is

providing lIPJ. workers for regrading and lining ch:umels with concrete in Spoknne

• Count7 Irrigation District No.5, and a $43,210 project recont17 started in District

•

•

•

•

•

lITo. 10, two miles north of Gruen Acros.

Most of thl' old ditches and canals were more than 15 7ears old, unlined, or of

rotted \100d. There was extensive impediment to flO':! due to seepage, gravel bare,

sediments and rank growth of weeds, willO\fs and underbrush. Finances of the district

did not permit of the improvements without WPJ. assistance, Abel said, but with it,

local authorities were able to prOVide needed materials and mone7 for equipment

rentals.

The first project, completed in 1936, called for $10,887.27 in WPA funds, and

resulted in more than 2,OJO cubic yards of 1renching, 1,400 feet of back-filling and

the dismantling of 1,400 feet of old flume. Workers in 1937 regr:>.ded and finished

23,200 feet of dirt canals six feet wide, lined them with concrete and instnllod 100

weirs. Approximately 1,500 persbns in District No. 10 benofited from reconstructien

of 800 feet of main flumes. More than 980 foet of old flumo vas romoved, 660 cubic

yards of solid rock excavated and 100 feet of now concreto flume ll'yed.
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Oontinuance of employment on many projects now under W8¥ in Washington was

assured yesterclq by Don G. Abel, state Works Progress Administrator, with the

anno1ln cement of $2,530.,229 infederal funds to be released before December 6. Plans

are also being made, Abel said, with part of the money, to start new projects and

absorb the men and women engaged on programs nearing completion, wherever it is

possible.

The largest allotment this month goes to Whatcom county, to provide $1,553,618

for the construction and improvement of roads, throughout the d.1strict. As rapid.ly

as certain units of road WIlrk are completed others are 1ltarted, said Abel. Second

largest allocation, $544,516, will be used to develop a new county park and recrea

tional oenter near Enumclaw. For flood and erosion control at the Nooksack River,

$161,330 in tlPA funds have been set up to continue the work in Il'hatcom Oounty. The

county has pledged an additional $378,986 for the roads and. $53,505.69 for the flood

control. Lynden sewer construction will take nine months and $38,986 from WPA. Side­

walks for West Holly Street, Bellingham call for $7,774.

Hot school lunches for nee~ children in Jefferson county will be prepared by

tlPA ,·,omen under an $8,508 allocation. In nd.d.1tion to the big recreationoJ. park work

near Enumclaw, the city will get drainage improvements with $8,341 from tlPA. Other

Xing county projects will be Seattle sewers, 12th Avenue South and Roxbury, $54,615;

a new gymnasium at East Seattle grado school Mercer Islund, $14,436, and buildings and.

grounds ~rovements at the Rose Hill grade school, nem' Kirkland, $5,692.

Eastern Washington projects announced by Abel ore sidowalk construction at

~ton, $36,177; and new or extended water systems with $18,929 for Quincy, $13,395 f~

Okwogan, and $794 for school use. at Plain.

lIPA will l~ concrete, wood and cinder sidewalks in var! ous sections of Tacoma

with $36,853. Improvements at Aberdeen school build.1ngs and grounds will continue

with $13,928. And a clerical staff at Vancouver will prepare new indexes and files

for the olark county-city health department. Sponsors of all projects provide funds

for materials.
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Five well-known players from the Los Angeles unit of the ¥fA Federal Theatre

Project arrived in Seattle yesterday to ellgment the white eontb,gent now in its third

• yea:r as a theatrical producer in Washin,gton, it wall anncmnced yesterday by Don G.

Abel, state Works Progress Administrator. The three men and two W0rneI4 eomprisin,g the

party, were chosen from the pick of 1,200 actors in Los Angelee, for the development

• of an add! tional actin,g tr0"I>e and provide r~ad shOlnn,gs in the smaller towns of the

state.
.

The group consisted of Winifred Greenwood, Jan NormAll , a former Tacoma resident,

• Xin,g James, John Dunbar and Richard Glyer. Miss Greenwood is a veteran of the stage

and screen both, havin,g played wi th Wallace Reid, Elsie Ferguson, Mary Pickford and

Mary Miles Minter. The Los Angeles actors are on uloanu to lI'ashin,gton for six months.

•
More than 100 are now employed on the project in this state, said Abel, half of

which are actors and the others.llIage hands, custoctians and office force. With the

additi anal leadin,g players plans are under way to al ternate white unit s on the road

•
and in Seattle presentations at the Metropolitan Theatre. The first white production

of the winter season will be Dr. George Savage's playl "See How They Run," which will

open at the Metropolitan December 5, for a week's run with two matinees. All five

•
new players will take parts in the producti on, which was staged wi th a previous

successful run of several weeks at the Federal Theatre on Rainier Avenue, Seattle.

Dr. Savage is a memb.1r of the University of Washin,gton faculty.

•
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Special cause for Thanksgiving was felt this year by more than 400 blind residents

of Washington ..mo are able to enjoy public library services with the assistanct of

WPA professional and clerical workers, according to Don G, Abel, state Works Progress

Admini strat or.

:Books and periodicals in :Braille are read by approximately 200 sightless bene-

ficiaries of this free service, ..mile the other half received talking book records

which are plqed on special machines loaned through the United States Library of

Congress,

The Seattle central library has been designated by the Library of Congress as

the state distributor of the records, said Abel, and the WPA staff arranges the

files, mails out the books and talking records, and rearranges them upon return, for

use on the next call. The books and records as woll as the machines are mailed, with

free servico by tho Post Office Department, to all blind rocipients.

Fifty-three WPA workors are now ongaged in the downtown and 10 bronch libraries

of Seattle, said Abel. and moro than 225 are assisting in library services throughout

tho stato. Approximatoly 125 towns, villagos and school districts receivo the assist-

nnco under sponsorship of tho State Library and tho co-sponsorship of local library

boards.

Servioe for the blind and shut-ins and the cataloging. indexing and repairing

of books have been carried on with WPA workers for three years. They received re-

cent assurance of continllance from Abel through announcement of additional state-

• wide WPA allotments totalling ~152,OOO.
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Two floating construction camps to accommodate more than 50 men each, will be

erected b7 WPA on scows as part of the housing facilities planned to handle approxi­

mately 3,000 men on the huge WPA clearing project for the future lake bed above

Grand Coulee dam. it was announced to~ by Don G. Abel, state Works Progress

Administrator.

The ca.mps will be complete housing units vi th barracks. k:i tchens and dining

halls, said Abel. They will be towed to arq part of the rising 151 mile lake by the

64 foot diesel-powered boat now being built on the east bank: of the forebB,}' immedi......

a1lely above the dam. Two six-hour shifts of WPA ship-builders have the hull 80 per

cent completed. Engine beds are installed and the two lOo-horsepower diesel motors

will be placed this week.

The floating camp barges were approved Saturda,v by the United States :Bureau of

Reclamation. sponsoring the ten million dollar WPA clearing project, and Abel said

work would begin as soon as materials are available.

More than 130 men were assigned Friday to rush construction on the 350 man ca.mp

at Lincoln. first of eight or ten scheduled for erection on the project. The program

is being speeded up to keep pace with the rising lake, said Abel. Already the bac~

water of the dam has climbed 30 feet and now reaches a point five miles upstream.

Assuming that flood seasons, weather and other conditions are available and work

scheduled on the dam are met, engineers estimate that by next June the water will be

backed up to Keller. n distance of 20 miles. Keller is one of ton towns which will

be entirely inundnted when the lake is finally filled.

Inspection of t~c camp yesterday innicated completion of the substructures

construction for buildings, excavntion of trenches for sower and water lines. erection

of pOl.er plllIlt, and side panels for the mess bIlll, foremnn's bunkhouse and one of

the bnrracks. The ca.mp site is near the junction of the Spolmne and Columbia rivers.
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More than 400 persons attend classes each week at the WPA sponsorod Spokane

Art Center, and 600 others are on the waiting list for instruction in all branches

of fine art, it was annOllnced yester~ by R. B. Inverarity, state director of the

•
Federal Art Project of the Works Progress Administration.

Although the Art Center formally opened only two months ago to~, the

opportunities for free instruction by widely-known eastern sculptors, artists and

designers has attracted new hundreds each week, said Inverarity. Seventy-five per

• cent are adults, who learn to work with the various mediums of art under special

guidance. From 75 to 125 persons daily visit the gallery sections to view the

exhibits.

• ----000000000----

WORKS PROORESS ADMINISTRATION

208 ALASKA BUILDING

• SEATTLE, WASHINGTON

•

•

• BH



PR-657
1'ROP£Rry

OF THE

"'AaH'NGToN
STATE

LIBRARY

Hoo:DIATE RELZAS:;:
NOVEMBER 29. 1938

•

•

The WPA has opened the fourth of its Household Demonstration project. in

Washington for the training of efficient women domestic employees, at 2227 Rucker

• Avenue, Everett, and 22 girls are now enrolled for the initial three months course.

it was announced yesterda,y by Don G. Abel, state Works Progress Administrator.

All phases of household training will be carried on in the thre&-story 12 room

• frame dwelling which Abel said was chosen for its desirable district and accomoda-

tions. Similar projects are operating successfully at Spokane, Tacoma and Seattle.

Courses are given by four senior demonstrators with a university home economics

• graduate as supervisor. Instruction covers five divisions: food preparation, table

service and household managcmont, laundering and home care. Household managemont in-

eludes details in buying and the planntng of time schedules.

•
Abel said the girls are chosen carefully from lists of those certified by the

State Department of Social Security as eligible for WPA and the National Youth Admin-

istration. A few young women who are not certified but who are in need of training to

•
obtain a job. IllllY enroll as trainees without comp"ensation, if recommended by a re-

cognized welfare agency.

"Approximately 180 girls are now satisfactorily placed in private emplqyment

•
after having received this training", said Abel, "and at wages and standards set by

local committees from representative women's organizations."

Most of the girls are placed through the Washington State EmploJlment Service,

•
with offices in principal cities. but many are placed directly from the projects.

according to Abel.

Firet of the household service demonstration projects was opened by WPA more

•
than a year ago at East 217 Boone Street, Spokane. Early this year a similar project

was opened at Tacoma and now operates at 3802 North 38th Street. The Seattle unit, at

101 Madrona Place North, which has operated several months, served luncheon to Mrs.

•
Roosevelt March 22, and to Harry Hopkins, National 1IPA Administrator, September 17.
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Don G• .Abel, State Works Progress J.dministrator 8llnounced toda,y that due to the

rapid depletion of VPA f1mde he has been ordered to immediatel;v remO'l'e 5.000 emplOTells

from 1«PA rolls. The order affects single persons who will be rotated in employment

each 30 da,ys insofar as pressnt and future funds permit, and those persons who are

eligible for social security benefits.

Acting on instructions from Washington, D. C•• Abel said 500 persons now emplOTed

on 1«PA, who are eligible for Old Age Assistance and more than 1.000 eligibles for Aid

to Dependent Children, would be required to appl;V to the State Department of Social

Security for their social security benefits.

"The WPA in this State has been emploYing a peak load during the year. n Abel

said. "and the burden has been excessively heavy due in part to the great number of

persons remsining on 1«PA ~rolls whon they should have boen receiving social socurity

benefits. and lCho cannot now be given employmont because of the limited funds ava11-

able. n

Abel pointed out that the Federal Social Security Act prOVided for matilhing tunds

wi th appropriations b~' the State Legislature. to care for eligibles under the Act.

In order to give employment to people wi th the greatest number of dependents.

only single persons would be affected in making up the balance of the necessary ro-

ductions. said the State Administrator. Younger single persons without dependents

will be scheduled for a 3O-da,y l~-off. after which they will be reassigned, and.

others released for a like period.

Single women OVer 45 years of age will not be affected and assurance \'18S given

that all emplOTees of WP.A who leave for private employment or by reaS1ln of sickness

will be reassigned if they return within six months and arc found to be still in need.

:Between 45 and 53 thousand emploYoes have been earried on WPA in Washington since

last March, Abel said, "The anticipated absorption of workers in private emplqyment

lass not materialized in sufficient volume to permit our continuing wi thOllt these

reductions for the rest of the fiscal ;rear. The order was dictated by Washington.

D. C•• because of the EmergencY Relief Appropriation Act of 1938. which required that

1IPA funds be so apportioned and administered, over the first eight months of the

• fiBcal Tear, i.e., Jul7 1938 thrOU&h Febl"Wll7 1939 as to constitute the total nmount

fUnl1.shed to the 1IPA during tMt 11er1 cd.
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Don G. Abel, state Works Progress Administrator, yesterday announced the opening

or continuance of ten projects for sewer, water and irrigation construction, ,·Ii th

allotments totaling $295,648 and directly benefiting seven counties of Washington.

Ne'i water mains requiring about 160 men for a year, will be placed four and a

half miles east of Vancouver. For this work Federal funds totaling $110,628 >fill be

augmented by the cit~'s $51,463 for materials. About 15.000 residents are expected

to benefit from the completed project, which 'dll include a new ovcrflow tank, build-

ings at the source springs. pump and reservoir control station.

Enlargcment of the Kent Vater System, an eight months job will cost WFA $36.153

and the city $21,120. Principal "Iorl, will be done South of Guilberson Street and

West of Van De Vanter AV0nue. bcncfiting 3.000 residents. Just north of Seattle on

30th Avenue Northeast. bctwecu 65th Street and East Seventieth Street a $13.388 allot-

ment will be invested in sanitary sewers. Tho county pledges $3.083.

A $26.295 WPA allocation ,dll continue Yakima water and irrigation construction.

• Work will be done in the area 00unded by West Chestnut Street, Tieton Drive, Stanley

Boulevard and Hillcrest Avenue. City storn sewers on Naches Avenue, Race Street, South

8th Street, Summitview Avenue and Custer Avenue will be laid ,dth $25.519 from 1~A;

• the city will appropriate an additional $25,777 for the two projects. The Selah water

sys tem "ill be modernized wi th ne" mains and fire hydrants thmlugh a $37.445 WFA

appropriation. and city materials worth $12.591.

•

•

•

Rip-rapping and filling for canal bank protection in the Richland Irrigation

District, 12 ~iles northwest of Richland will be done vdth $28,557 in Federal funds.

Engineers say it will take a ~'ear to eomplete the "ork.

Ellensburg sewer extensions call for $11.694 from WPA and $2,462 from the city.

Operations will be confined to the area bounded by Fourth Street, the eity limits on

the cast, Capitol Street and Pcpular Street. East Wenatehee sewers will need $5.319
•

Federal funds and $1.406 City funds; and lind water mains $650 WPA funds to match the

city's contribution of $375.
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Under the sponsorship of the University of Washington department of physical'

• eduoation. lIPA recreational leaders will continue supervision and coordination of

recreational activities throughout the state until June 30, 1939. under federal

allotments totaling $922,500, it was announced todq by Don G. Abel. State Works

• Progress Administrator.

Abel said the allotment would carry on the stat&-\~ide program after December

16 and that the schedu1e calls for closer attention to the coordination of schedules

•

•

•

•

•

•

for games. sports. arts, crafts, hobby clubs. music, dramatics and social activities.

More than 840 recreational lea~ers assist in the direction of activitias for 177.300

_erage weekly participation and attendance. Of this number 97.700 are under 16

;years of age.

The University acts only in an advisory capacity. and Co-spNlsors in each

communi ty, such as school boards. city councils, park dspartments and county COD>­

missioners. have pledged an additional total of $200.000 to provide necessary equip-

ment and materials for the lIPA recreational program, aaid Abel.
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Vancouver- The new tool supply project of the WPA will have quarters in the

• concrete warehouse and gara,ge recently completed. This project, which will provide

emplQYment for about 30 skilled tool dressers, saw filers, painters and mechanlcs

•

•

•

•

will service the many thousands of hand tools in use by 1IlPA workors in the three

southwost counties of Washington,

-0-

Cosmopolis- 1IlPA workers, in placing Moustic and insulation board on coiling

and walls, and placing plywood on lowor halves of tho school gymnasium walls, wi th

varigated patterns on upper halves. are following out plans which have been usod

with success on several liPA school projects in the state. Local officials say the

Mousties of the gymnasiym will be greatly improved for combination gym and

audi torium purposos, games, moetings and social affairs.

-0-

Port Angeles- Workers preparing hot lunches for school children, in conjunction

wi th the WPA and the Joyco Parent-teacher's association have revealed toot n chock

of grado school children indicates that one third arc under weight. To alleviate this

• condition as fnr as possiblo tho WPA is now assisting in tho oporation of 22 hot

lunch projocts. with 184 units serving 16,286 children.

-0-

•

•

•

Tacoma - WPA road construction and repair projects sponsored by county

commi ssioners often reveal lack of clear ti tle to old established secondary roads,

and a recent project for white collar workers include an assessor's project for

Pierce county, which provides $13.488 to prepare new plat maps for indioating

location of roads and right of ~ plans for future road improvements.
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Ten sJ.lotments totaling $117,237 for "white collar" clerical and professional

WPA projects were announced yesterdq by Don c;. Abel, state Works Progress Adminis-

trator for both state-wide undertakings and local programs.

A WPA professional staff, under a $43,548 allocation, will assist the University

of Washington in a year' s st~ of student mental achievements from vari cus sohool

subjects in the state.

WPA surv~ing crews in Pierce county will locate end restore lost or

obliterated corners of sections and subdivisions of sections and place markers through

$24,852 in federal and $7,630 in county funds. The entire job will take a year.

Four projects involve preparing and recording data for new or revised indexes.

In the preparation of up-t<>-date real esta'e records for Chelan Countyl s assessor

$4,388 from WPA will continue a project to prepare new plat and section maps from

older records at Wenatchee. The assessor pledges $1,950 for the work. To trace

maps from field sheets and classify and record information gathered by the U.S. Soil

Conservation Service, Spokane, a project is scheduled for six months with $2,244.

The Tacoma Police Department, with $3,945 from WPA, will get a supplementary

filo of lost and stolen articles. Goldendale city records will have a oomplete new

filing e.nd renovating with $2,280. Fort Lewis Library services will be organized and

operated for .... year with $6,948, and blind and shut-ins of Gra<rs Harbor county ,rill

enjoy reading services by qualified nee~ through $8,184 WPA funds. Beginning

ThurB~, Xing County schools will get nntron service in girls' rest rooms, under

Repairing contributed clothing in Xi ttitas county calls for $6,332.

• ----00000000<>----

WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION

208 Alaska BUilding

• Seattle. Washington BE



·e

tb3
In answer to appeals for add! tional WPA assistance needed for school buildings

• and ground improvements in various localities of nine Washington counties, Don G.

Abel, state Works Progress Administrator, to~ announced eleven allocations amount-

ing to $161,094 for that type of work to begin this month. Lunch rc>oms, athletic

e

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

facili ties, water systems and modernization are notable features of the progrsm.

One of the principal projects is the improvement of Blaine's high school build..­

ing and grounds with WPA funds totaling :$51,114 and Dis tric t No. 330 pledges of

$14,413.67 for materials. Plans include a new manual training addition and grand-

stand for the athletic field.

A $33,708 allocation will complete the Meridian grade school, four miles east of

Kent, bringing total WPA assistance on this work to more than $100,000.

At the Pack Demonstration Forest of the University of Washington, near La Grande,

WPA crews plan to build septic tanks, water system, and new roads and plant trees,

with $31,839 together with $8,525.32 from the University.

The old high school at S'!JDDer will be torn down and high school and grade school

grounds landscaped. Salvaged materials will provide DlBny needed facilities. Abel

said. Similar demolishing and salvaging work will be done at Carbonado with $5,001.

Vit.h a $10,000 fund, relief cre.ls will modernize both buildings and grounds at Morton

high school, and Mineral, Rnndle and Packwood grade schools in Consolidated District

1214, Lewis county. and $13,928 goes for approximately the same kind of work on the

Wishakah Valley School, 12 miles north of Aberdeen.

Fixing up the Sylvandale and Willapa grade school buildings, Pacific county, will

take $6,068 from WPA and $2,541.62 from local school author! ties. Razing or re-

modeling eight buildings and providing gymnasiums, lunch rooms and other modern

conveniences is part of the renovating schedule. A teacher's cottage will be built

with $1,370 from WPA in District #60 southeast of Machias in Snohomish county, While

the Fairview school near Port Angeles is slated for a new lunch room with $1,332.

New floors and badly needed partitions will be built by WPA wi th $586 in the Colfax

grade school•

----oooOOoooo~-
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Approximately $750,000 in WPA p~oll checks will oe lJlaHed tC' project workers

of Washington before Christmas, at least five days ahead of regular schedule, it was

announced yesterday by Den G. Abel, state Works Progress Administrator. Every C'ne

of the 47,700 workers will receive a check.

"This advance issuance of checks. to give the project ~lorkers maximum assistance

for a happy Christmas and stimulate business, J8 made possible through the crowding

in of additional working hours for early complethn of the pa,yrol1 period." Abel

said. "Instead of working the usual limi ted hours ancl days. full >lork weeks and

days will be the rule. II

----oo~OOoooo_---
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Among the seven wonders of the Pacific Northwest, Seattle now boasts it has the

only legless airplane flyer in the world.

George Copping, supervising clerk on the Works Progress Administration here,

took his first solo flight Sunday, despite amputation of both legs below the knee

several years ago. and the necessity of earning flying instructi ons as hanger handy-

man at odd hours, after working at his regular job on WPA.

Long continuous practice in the applicatIon of his mechanical legs tc the

foot controls, finally enabled him to operate the plane, though how he does it is

• still a ~stery to his instruct~r. Lana K. Kurtzer, owner of a flying service at the

foot of Lake Union.

Copping, who was in the United States Marine Hospital here, from December 1933

• to June 1935, formerly was a sailor on a Puget SoUlid ferryboat. Infection as an

aftermath of frozen feet, suffered several years before at Yellowstone Park. required

the amputations. When the pntient asked the doctor what he considered possible for

•

•

•

•

•

him to do as a VAcation, Copping jokingly was told that the most impossible would be

to fly an nirplano; and seriously some inside desk work if he wns lucky on~ugh to get

it.

"From the moment I was determined to do that impossible thing," said Copping,

"and I've done it, thanks to the opportunity lIve had to make a living meanwhile on

WPA, and for the instruction Mr. Kurtzer so generously and patiently has given me."

Copping told Don G. Abel, State Works Progress Administrator. who was at the

hanger to congratulate the unusual pilot. that it took 18 months tc learn to walk on

the mechanical legs without a cane. It is the legless flyer's ambition now to ob-

tain a private flying license by next ffilmmer and then try to obtain employment as a

demonstrating pilot for some manufacturer of light airplanes.

Abel assured Copping. who has a wife, three children and two other dependents,

that WPA. would continue to do everything possible to make his ambition a reality.

----000000000----
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Completion of a $33,500 grade school gymnasium for Cosmopolis was announced

yester~ by Don G. Abel, state Works Progress Administrator, who said the 65 by 87

• foot frame structure would be formally presented to local city officials in a
. . .

dedication ceremony tomorrow evening.

The project, which represents a WPA investment of $21,410, and the balance from

• local funds, is described by engineers as one of the finest grade school gyms in the

state, said Abel, and lvill be ready for use January 1. It is one story, seats 350

spectators in bleachens, and has some of the latest innovations and facilities for

• providing maximum enjQYment by participants in gymnastic events of the community,

including maple floors, showers, dressing rooms and lockers.

Among dignitaries to participate at the ceremonies, in addition to WPA officials,

• will be members of the Cosmopolis school board, Charles Haynes, designer of the

bUilding, and representatives of the ci ty. county and state. The local share of the

cost was financed with special, locally voted levies.

Plans are reported to be in the making for development of a large recreation

center and park at Cosmopolis, and announcement of this will be made at the dedicEV-

tion, say city officials.

• " -000000000e>-----
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December this year has more than one important cilQ" in bright red letters for

Elizabeth Marion, 21 year old material clerk in the WPA sewing rOom project at

Spoksne, who yesterdq informed Don G. Abel, state Works Progress Administrator that

• she has just sold her first full length novel, and has contracted with the same

eastern pUblishers for the second which she has started to writo.

Miss Marion told Mr. Abol she was grateful for hor opportunity to make a security

• wage on WPA while making hor determined struggle during off-timo hours to becomo an

authoross, and now looks forward to being ablo to leave her projoct job in n very

short time.

•

•

•

•

•

Miss Marion, who is the oldest of seven children, said her first novel, "The

Shadows Gather 'Round Me," is scheduled for publication in April. and has its locale

in the Palouse country of eastern Washington, near Fairfield, where she was born and

was graduated from high school, in 1933.

"I have boen trying to write short storios since the time I entered eighth grade,

with rejection slips II\Y only reward until now," said the new young novelist. "Writing

does not seem like work because I write about something I know .0 well."

With advance royalty rights alrea~ in her possession, and more due when the

book is published, Miss Marion is planning to attend the University of Ohicago next

fall.

When asked what the subject of her next novel would be, the jubilant WPA

material clerk replied that "one Ca.l't write about cvorything one doesn't know about,

--and all I know is life on a small Palouse whoat farm."

---Ol---
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lfPA Adult education and recreation groups in the lIlIlsic division throughout

the state will stage huzldreds of Christmas chorals, cantatas, festivals and caroling

expeditions in true holi~ style and costuming, Don Ga Abel, state \forks Progress

MaltD1strator, said ;yest~.

In both urban and rural areas of Washington, WPA lIlIlsic and recreation leaders

are directing the Christmas activities for churches, lodges, service clubs, young

men's and women's clubs and grange·s. Mroly of the orgonizntions, snid Abel, will

send out "mobile units", in go;yly decorated trucks, to present their programs

ropeatedly in out-of-wD;Y loeali ties.

The holidD~ WPA program was lnunched in Senttle last night at two church

programs. Twent;y members of tho Druzea businoss girls' Club, with Dorothy

Bernier as soloist, prosentod the "Christmas Messinhll , by Handol, before a cnpacity

crowd of more than 300, at the Trinity Episcopal church parish house, Eighth Avenue

and James Street. Fifty mixed voices staged the cantata, "A King is Given", at

the Church .of Latter D~ Saints, Mormon, First North and Rqy Street, after seven weeks

of arduous trainin<; under experienced WPA music instructors.

ApproximatelY 2,500 persons over 16 years of age attendod WPA Adult Education

music classes weekly during the past 12 months in Seattle, according to the State

• Administrator, and the coaching and instruction was given by 34 instructors. Every-

thing in musical instruments from harmonica to symphony playing is offorcd, as well

as all types of vocal claeses. Abel snid the Seattle "yo Littlll Sympho~ is tyPical

• of the best in WPA orchestral work.

----000000000----
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Indication was g1~~,~-~on G./Abel, state Works Progress Administrator,yester~
.....- ~-.. ""'- .

the Snohomish county emergency landing field, would soon be enlarged and equippedthat

IMMEDIATE RELEASE
DECEMBER 18, 1938

•

•

as a major airport, with the announcement that Presidential approval of $1,676,636 in

• new federal allotments for the project has been received.

Large scale operations will begin, Abel said, as soon aftsr January 1st as county

commissioners' sponsor matching funds of $470,181 ars availaole, regional WPA approval

• is received and final detailed study of the plans is completed by varioue affected

areonautical authorities.

More than $~61,000 has been expended to date on the air field, located about six

• miles south of Everett on a site selected as one of the most fog-free in Vestern

Washington, and strategically located both for commercial and military purposes. WPA

has just completed two projects on the field with federal expenditures of approximately

• a half million dollars, said Abel.

In addition to clearing 405 acres, grubbing 520 acres and major grading operations,

•

several modsrn airport buildingso8Di extensive facilities will be constructed. Largest

structure will be a 242 by 184 foot hangar, of structural steel frame and trusses and

corrigated asbestos-concrete sidewalls, estimated to cost more than ~205,823. An

administration building, 60 by 120 feet, two stories and basement·ie slated to cull

•
for $111,240. The building will have a signal tower, concrete floors and ~mlls, tile

partitions and completely equipped. Concrete paving, drainage installation and ex-

•

tension of field and runw~s, engineers estimate will require 2,578,000 cubic yards of

excavation, 4530336 square yards of surfacing, nnd 78,000 square yards of paving. Part

of the latest in airport facilities will be an efficient lighting system, to be in-

stalled at an estimated cost of $83,453, said Abel.

•
The fog-free district, according to United States Army Corps observers, is one of

the best for the purpose in the Pacific Northwest, due to the prevailinb air currents

from the Straight of Juan de Fuca, which meet those of Puget Sound at this point. About

•
640 acres have been purchased by the Snohomish county commissioners for the development,

and previous WPA projects have clearod 115 acres, and surfaced 103 acres for an omorgency

landing field.

The landing field was used for the first time December 13 by a Seattle transport
plane. When Pilot Bert Richie of the Northwest Airlines was advised tn advance of fog
conditions at Boeing Airport, in Seattle, he continued from Spokane to the new field,
where he reported virtually unlimited visibility. Future plans of the company call for
the use of the field as a regular alternate for ~oeing Field, airlines officials said.

Abel also announced completion of the Olympia Municipal Airport, would be made
immediately with a new WPA allocation of $10,857. Work includes installing electrical
facilities and markers, guard rails, and landscaping, as well as more grading. The
capital city will provide materials costing $2,327.15.

Stressing the airport construction and improvement program by WPA as a vital factor
in national defence, Harry L. gopkins, WPA Administrator for the nation, said today that
additional airport projects recently approved by the President and n~1 in operation woul~

total more than $16,000,000. WPA has operated extensive air field projects throughout the
.tate indu1i:"lg those· at .SHnd Point HaviiJ. Air base, !·icChorJ. Field.anil Bobillll: Field.
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Hundreds of Santa Claus helpers, through the Works Progress Administration. are

• rushing through last minute touches on thousands of rejuvenated toys and dolls, con-

tributed by various welfare agencies for free distribution to children of needy Wash-

ington families, and the huge task will be completed in time for ~ld Saint Nick's

• round of collections, Christmas Eve, according to Don G. Abel, state Works Progress

Administrator, yester~.

More than 18,000 men, women and children in 524 WPA crafts and visual arts

•

•

•

•

•

•

classes are pr~ving dexterous amateur modelers. plasters, painters, carpenters,

cabinet makers and seamstresses in giving new life and color to battered, discarded

childrenls trinkets gathered in 300 communities, said Abel.

Although the huge holiday attendance at these classes originally resulted from

a desire to make new personal Christmas gifts. wholehearted cooperation has been given

to the toy-remaking program, and nimble fingers arl'! turning out virtually carloads of

bewitching dolls, and vari-colored trains. wagons, engines, hobby horses and game

sets to gladden eager Yffi1ngsters and prove there really nis a Santa Claus."

A special WPA project wi th $6.332 in f"deral funds, was set ~ throughout K1 ttitas

county, at the request of the county commissioners to repair and renovatA contributed

toys and other housp.hold articles for free distribution to needy. The commissicners,

as sponsors are prOViding an additional $1.527 for materials. Several women en the

Vancouver ~A SAwing project have completed dresses for 300 dolls which were renovated

by city firemen, and similar work is getting finishing touches at Centralia.

M~re than 1,500,000 toys and other gifts will go out this Christmas from Works

~rogress Administration work rooms to children throughout ths nation, said National WPA

Administrator Harry L. Hopkins, yester~. Fifty thousand men and women from relief

rolls have given weeks or months of work "'n special toy projects in practically every

WOBKS PROGIlESS ADMINISTllATION
208 .u.A.SU :BUILDING SEATTLE, WASHIllGTON
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A chorus of 40 mixed voices from the lCPA Federal Theatre Project, Seattle,

will tour Christmas Eve in a gaily decorated bus to stage spirited ten minute

• hol1de;r choral programs at 14 prominent locations throughout the city, it was

- "

announced yesterde;r by Don G. AbeL, state Works Progress Administrator.

Kembers of the choral group have temporarily deserted makeup kits and

• regular acting rolls for this one night stand of heralding in the Yuletide, from six

to eleven O"1cloe~ Abel said.. adding that the 'sucoess of the organization as shown

in rehearsals ~ contribute to make ita permanent feature of the Federal Theatre

ccmmunity service. The talent is equally divided between tho white and the

colored groups..

•

.4.11 the chorals will be sUIlg outdoors, beginning at St. 1olar7' s School~

The noxt stop will be at Pioneer Square, 6130. Routing tho bus will then bring the

singers to the County~City Building, 6:45; Downtown Post Office steps, 7 o'clock;

Fourth and Pike, 7:15; Fifth and Pike, 1=30; Plymouth Congrogational Church; 7:45";

•
First Prcsbyterian Church, 8 o'clock1 First Iolethodist Episcopal Church, 8:15; St.

James Cathedral. 8:40; Mean;y Hotel, 9:15; UDivors1ty Methodist Church, 9130; Columbia

City, 10J30; Rainier and Atlantic Streets, 11100 o'clock.

•
-() .
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WPA allocations totalling $476.937 were IIllnounced tocJ.q by Don Go Abel, state

Works Progress Administrator. to c.,ntinue development and improvement of Everett

parke.. Three King county park projects, and one each for Stevenson and Bellill8ham

bring new Federal funds for immediate devEllopment of recreational facilitiEls to more

than $584,000.

Work at Everett, Abel stated, includes the clearing, grading and landscaping of

various cit,..ovned park areas. Crews from WPA will build culVerts, retaining walls,

guard rails, bridges, dams for decorative and erosion control purposes, benches,

bath houses, caretakers' houses, comfort stations, community houses end several

•

•

outdoor kitchens. New athletic facilities will include baseball diamonds. backstops,

~dstands and amphitheater. Funds allotted for this work are scheduled for

operation until July 1. 1939. The city will furnish materials totaling $126,130.

One mile south of White Center, a Seattle suburb. WPA will build a park and

recreational center covering two city blocks and includs baseball diamond with

•

bleachers, picnic grounds with outdoor kitchens, tennis court, comfort station,

community clubhouse and parking areas. Five months will be required to complete the

project, Abel said. King county matches WPA funds with $24,3}4.

•

To continue improvements of Preston recreational facilities, started under a

previous WPA project, $18,799 in Federal funds have been allocated. BUilding tennis

courts and handball courts and erecting necessary service buildings are numbered

IllI<'lng the important items on this project.

At Victory Heights Park, just north of Seattle, WPA will erect a community club

•
house with $2,44$ Federal funds and $259 from King County. Another communi ty build-

ing will be built at Stevenson with $4,805 from WPA and $589 from Skamania county.

•
Continuance of Bellingham park improvements and recreational development will be

done with $15,654 added to the city oontribution of $6,366.74.
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Residents of Seattle and visitors to the city do not have to dream of the exotic

flowers of far places, for the aristocrats of blossoms can now be seen free in massed

displq of the Volunteer Park conservatory, the valuable results of patient, detailed

• efforts of WPA women, it was announced yester~ by Don G. Abel, state Works Progress

Administrator.

About 300 l!I0rgeous 'Persivalliana, orchids to you, - are in full bloom, and 500

• more of five varieties will f:bllow in close seasonal succession, climaxing months

of careful cultivation and expert handliIl€ by women assigned by WPA to assist the

Seattle Park Board in the propagation of shrubs and plants.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Abel said a staff of nine or ten women from the relief rolls are w"lrking through

WPA at the Volunteer Park Oonservatory, under the direction of 'Ohief Gardener Jacob

Umlauff of the Seattle Park Department, attending t, the growiIl€ of 10.000 orchid

plants and other rare and choice flora. The project requires cleaning and controlling

of scale,en eaoA orchid plant every three months. with water. a sp"lnge and what

appears to be .an oversized tooth brush. Continuous transplantiIl€ operations take up a

half hour to each pot. Licorice fern; commonly found on large maple trees in Wash-

iIl€ton is used to pack in around the plants, which Umlaff sa;ys are classed as pseudo-

bulb growths.

The orchids are grown in a temperature of 60 to 62 degrees at night and as high

as 85 degrees in ~light. Umlauff explained it is a popular fallacy that orchids are

parasites or a fungus growth and that they grow only in tropic countr1es. Some forms

of the orchid family, all of which are independent plants, are found allover the

world except in the artic and antartic; wi th rare specimens up to the snow line of the

Andes. Magnificent species hang from limbs of tropical jungle trees.
,

"It tokes from five to seven years tu grow an orchid from seedling to the

bloomiIl€ stage," said the Seattle gurdener, "and there are sometimes twc million seeds
.

in one pod of the varieties wo handle."

Abel so.1d the womon OIl this WPA project are becomiIl€ expert in the handliIl€ of

the choicest plant life at this ·floral consatvatary.
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Don G. Abel, state Works Progress Administrator, to~ announced federal

al1?cation of $2,521,532 to il!lprove 730 miles of south Xing County roads, starting

January 21. This is the largest single allotment announced for Xing County projects

• during 1938 and will provide 12 months employment for 3,200 relief workers trans-

ferred from discontinuing and completed projects.

lIPA engineers estimate the improvements planned under the ~e allocation will

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

directly benefit more than 250,000 Xing County residents, and will include sub­

grading and gravel surfacing of 100 miles of 20 foot roadwa;v, placing -253,600 tons of

asphaltic concrete on 200 miles; and distributing oil road mix on 430 miles of seo-

ondary roads.

The program also calls for q22,~ square feet of graveled sidewalks, 38,140 feet

of guard rails; widening, clearing andstraightening dangerous curves and intersections,

and removing roadside hazards within the right-of-way on 530 miles of roade. The 1ll'A

crew will alsC' place 12,000 highwa;v markers and street signs. All the road improve-

ments will be protected against erosion with carefully planned drainage ~stems. Cul-

verts will be installed Wherever necessary and bridges will be realigned and widened,•
said Abel.

Al though liPA will finance 64 per cent of the ~e project, the Xing County

commissioners have pledged an additiODSl $1,414,179 for materials and rentals of

construction equipment.

"The southern part of Xing county is rapidly increasing in population," Abel

pointed out, "and this fact, together with a steady increase in the use of county

roade makes this big improvement necessary. Drn.inogc in this area has been 'W817 1n-

adequate for the most p~t, and hard surfacing of most henvily travelled roads will

facilitate hnndling of traffic, particularly at the summer peck."

----ooooOoooo~--



•

IMMEDIATE RELEASE
DECEMFER 29. 1938

PR-675

Don G. Abel, state Works Progress Administrator, today announced that liPA during

• 1938 provided security wages for an average of 46,500 needy workers and invested

approximately $33.550.000 in federal funds for this purpose on hundreds of projects

throughout the state.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Abel disclosed that these expenditures bring the total WPA investment to date in

Washington to more than $80,700,000. First disbursements were made for WPA projects

in September 1935, with a total of more than three and a half million checks lsllued

alDce then. With a heavier employment load in 1938, Abel said, WPA was able to

accomplish a much larger program than ever before. Failure of private enterprise to

hire as many from WPA as anticipated, I1\Sde the employment problem as heavy during the

sum~r and fall, that reductions were necessary early in December to meet budget re-

quirements Bet by Congress.

A vast growth in Washington's developed assets has marked the WPA program. Abel

disclosed that more than 5,700 miles of roads and streets have been improved and an

additional 550 miles of new roads and streets constructed. Forming a veritable net-

work of traffic facilities of economic and military importance. the road program also

involved construction of 6,700 new culverts, 380 bridges built or reconditioned. and

3,000,000 feet of new drainage ditch and pipe installed.

Sanitation and water supply has been greatly improvod, with approximately 325

miles of new water pipo and 170 miles of new sewers in place and six new sewage

disposal plants completed. Rural areas have benefitted through installation of 11,600

individual sanitary units. Abel pointed out that one of tho groatest contributions to

Washington's health as well ss onjoymont has boen the huge WPA investment in statewide

development of outdoor recroational facilities. In addition to construction of 65

athletic fields, 25 parks, 60 playgrounds and five new municipal golf courses, WPA has

modernized or otherwiso improved 103 athletic fields, 90 parks and 253 playgrounds.

Wprk in this field also includes building 23 swimming and wading pools and 150 tennis

courts.

Educational facilities have received great impetus through the program, said Abel.

Brand new school construction includes those at Kirkland, Tracyton, Belfair, Clover

Creek, JOVita, Big Lal~e, Sultan, Boston Harbor, Granger, Kennydale, Coalfield, Panther

Lake and Meridian. Repairs and improvements have been made to 400 more schools.

"Important as these labor projects are proving, the extensive operations of the

women's and professi onal workers are equally as valuable to Washington, II said the State

A.dministrator of l'lPA. IISince the program began, WPA has distributed 30,000,000 pounds

of surplus foodstuffs to needy Washington families, saved serious curtailment of free

public and school library opportunities through rennovation and repair of 1,400,000
BB
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•
books, served 6,200,000 free hot school lunches to undernourished children, and pro-

duced approximately 3,100,000 garments and other articles for free distribution to

persons in need."

Education and recreation, Abel said, have also received professicnal attention.

• About 840 recreational leaders train and direct activities for an average weekly

participation and attendance of 177,600 enthusiastic Washingtonians, in a statewide

program, covering arts and crafts, hobby clubs, music, dramatics, and social activities.

• Almost every community is working wholeheartedly in this WP! service. About 45,000

persons each week attend free adult education classes given throughout the state by

640 'kIPA instructors who cover almost every type of couree desired. Pre-school ymlng.

• sters, numbering more than 400 yearly, are cared for from nine tc three o'clock in

12 nursery schools.

The majority of the 'kIPA women worked on sewing projects, at 55 sewing r.oms in

•

•

•

•

•

•

19 counties. More than 3,300 women made all types of cotton garments for men, women

and children. About 420 women ~Iere housekeeping aides furnished free by 'kIPA to assist

1n housework and care of children in needy homes where the homemaker was temporarily in-

capacitated. iree hot school lunches projects operated in 22 count1es, providing 16,000

lunohes daily to undernourished children. WPA women assi sted by PTA and other inter-

estsd womsn canned contributed foods for this purpose during summer months. Abel said

other women's projeots nm~ operating include: rennovating old clothes, shoes and

furniture collected and disbursed by sponsoring agencies; housecleaning and rennovat-

ing of public buildings; propagation of shrubs and seedlings for public parks, and

providing count,y hospitals w1th extra helpers in all lines of unskilled assistance.

Research and survey projects are providing oommunities wi th valuable data whioh

could not have been obtained without WPA assistance, while furnishing opportunitiee

to utilize services of needy professional and clerical workers. Vast new outlets for

Washington agricultural projects have been created through development and perfection

of methods for quick freezing of foods, at the United States Frozen Pack Laboratory,

&~attle, and for better berry wine yeast culture, at the University of Washington. WPA

lIlinoral surveys have brought new realization of the importance and location of Wash-

ington m1ning opportunities, This work, together with rapid WPA development of mine­

to-lIllU'ket roads, makes the 1-lorks Program virtual "god-father" of mining development,

according to Abol. A stud,y of wood pulp and wood chomical industries is bsing carried

on by WPA chemists, under university spcnsorship. The aim is to work out methods of

uti11zing waste Washington forest products. Research for future olectrical hoating

methods is boing underttiken to keep pace with present rapid Washingten hydro-electric

development.

Abel said the largest "l-lhit.e Collar" 'kIPA project in the United States is the Land

Use Survey of K1ng County, now nearing completion, after providing over twc years work

for an average of 600 men and ~omen. Every piece of property in the county is being
llH
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checked, and thousands of improvements, unearthed through this project, have never

before been on the tax rolls. Traffic surveys have resulted in faster, safer movement

• of ci ty motor congestion. More than 200 classes in safe driving were attended by

more than 40,000 Washington residents during 1938, effecting major reductions in

accidents to both motorists and pedestrians.

• More important accomplishment of WPA, said Abel, is the prOViding of security

wages for the thousands of workers who would otherwise have been destitute, or

whose morale, skills, usefulnesB and health would have been impaired or destroyed

• through the idle and un-American dole system. Both the ,,,hi te collar and labor

projects, he said, would continue in 1939 on a maximum scale permitted by Congress­

ional appropriations.

•
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Announcement was made by the State WPA Office orders have been received from

• their Washington, D. C'o Headquarters that because of the rapid depletion of funds,

it will be necessary to immediately separate an ad<titl.anll.l 7500 workers from the

WPA rolls in the State of Washington.

• The curtailed January allotment of WPA funds for this State will also prevent

the carrying out of previous plans for the return to work of almost 6000 workers

laid off in December.

• Former arrangements for the rotating of employment of single persons must

now be abandoned because of the lack of sufficiont funds.

Acting on instructions from Washington, D. C., persons over sixty-five years

• of age and persons eligible for aid to dependent children have been referred to

the State Department of Social Security, and are now being released from the WPA

employment rolls.

• In addition it will be necessary to release all workers who have only their

first citizenship papers, as required by the Emergency Relief Appropriation Act,

and also the single persons.

• It was pointed out that married men receive preference in WPA employment be-

cause of the larger number of persons who would be benefttted by the limited funds

available. The national average being 4 persons to each family.

• The total employment quota authorized for January 1939 in the State cannot

exceed 41,250, it was stated.

----000000000-----
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The first boat to ply the 151 mile future lake above Coulee Dam will slide dow

the ways into the reservoir forebay, near the dam, tomorrow at 2 P.M. after being

christened the ''Paul Bunyan", by Don G. Abel, state Works Progress Administrator, it

was announced today by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation Service office at Grand Coulee.

Launching ceremonies for the power barge, which will be used on the $10,000,000

WPA lakG-bed clearing project, will be traditionally he-man, Paul Bunyan style,

according to F.A. Banks, chief of the Reclamation Bureau operations at the dam,

sponsoring agency of the project. Banks explained that women are not permitted within

the works area cf the huge hydroelectric development. The 64 f~ot boat is powered by

two 100 h~rsepower diesel engines and will carry accommodations for a skipper and crew

of eight. It will be equipped to transport 300 men and heavy clearing machinery

and winches to all parts of the rising lake.

The clearing project actually started Friday when a preliminary ax crew ~f more

than 60 men began working dO\1D stream from the virtually completed 35D-men ~~A camp

at Lincoln. Abel said today that final touches are being given to the 2B buildings of

this camp, the first of ten of such camps to be erected throughout the clearing area

and that the barracks are filling up.

He said that the project would eventually employ ;nore than 3,000 men, dra~11l

frcm other completed WPA projects in the state. Schedule operations will make it

the largest WPA project· in the nation.

Stumps, snags and all debris which might later threaten the dam or lake

navigation, will be removed with the aid of the new boat. Its name was selected by

• Banks to honor appropriately the giant hero of many tall tales heard for generations

among Pacific northwest loggers and river men.

----000000000----
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Clear1Jlg of the 151 mile future lak&-bed of the Grand Coulee dam reservoir will

be done by ~A crews under three classifications of wor~, depending upon the location,

it was announced to~ by Don G. Abel, state Works Frogress Administrator.

From the future lake shore, at the 1,290 foot elevation. down the lake-bed slopes

to 40 feet lower elevation, all material of a combustible or buoyant nature must be

entirely removed and burned, said Abel, to assure all shall~ water areas freedom from

• dangerous obstructions to navigation. Old tree stumps, dead timber, snags, poles,

posts, wooden buildings and brush mu.st be entirely uprooted, pulled, grubbed or dis-

mantled, stacked and burned. All non-combustible material, such as building found&-

• tions, walls and chimneys will be rllS9d and deposi ted in nearby basements or de-

pressions. All wire be coiled up and assembled with scrap metal for disposal or sale.

The territcry included in the next 50 feet lower elevation will not come in for

•

•

•

•

such stringent clearing. Operations to be known as Class "B". will be similar except

that stumps and other standing combustible material ~ be either uprooted or cut

off not lIore than six inches above the ground. For the rest of the area, dcwn to the

edge of the present river level of the Columbia, Class "C" clearing operations will

prevail, permitting the cutting of trees two feet above the ground, aM merely razing

foundations, walls and chimneys. Ten towns will be removed.

All burning operations, Abel said, will be carried on in accordance with U.S.

Forest SerVice regulations. The enormous clearing task will include covering 500

miles of shoreline of the future lake. About 3,000 WPA men will eventually be used

in the work which got under way Fri~ with an initial crew of 60.

----000000000----
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• Assuranoe that extensive WPA park and reoreational development will oontinue

at Everett, was given yesterday by Don G. Abel, state Works Progress Administrator

~ announoing $476,937 in immediate Federal allooations for the projeot. Five other

• allooations for growld& and l"l'loreational projec-ts in We.sh1ng1;on brought the 'lxltal

to more than $537.500.

Rverett oity authorities have pledged an additional $126,130.85 for the under-

• taking, whioh supersedes two other WPA projeots for this development. Abel said this

new allotment is intended to oarry on the work until June 30, under the reduoed em-

ployment quotas announced earlier this week as the result of instructions received

• from Washington, D. C. The projeot inoludes oonstruotion of caretakers' houses,

comfort stations, shelters, outdoor kitchens, bear pen, grandstand, field house,

tennis courts, drains, baseball diamonds, aviary pens, floral hall,amphithentro and

• arbortorium.

Abel said indoor reor0ational facilities fer Traoyton WQ~ld include a ~w

•

gymnasiUIll for the grade school under construotion by WPA. A $29,34l allMation will

be oombined with $6,173 from local sohool authoritieA.

Construotion will begin this week on a swimming pool and bathouse at Oakesdale,

with $11, 225 from WPA and $ 7,385 from the oity, WPA engineers will rush oonstruot-

•
ion in the hope of oompleting the projoot for use by the middle of summor, said Abel.

The projeot will require installing a filtrator, plumbing and eleotrioal facilities,

laying pipes, plaoing fr~ing, ~d laying bricks.

•
Sohool grounds will be improved at the oonsolidated sohool in Distriot No. 327,

near Aome, through ~ 10,652 w~A assistanoe. A garage will be built also out of these

funds. The distriot will provide ~4,023.91. Rooreational faoilities will be ex-

•

•

ponded and modernized at the Phantom Lv.ke Grade Sohool, near Bellovue. The projoot,

roquiring ~ 6,190 in fedaral funds, will provido new tennis oourts, a sholter

building, end playficld equipmont. Sohool grounds improvements in Arnons Addition,

Kennewick, will be oomploted with li 3,173 and $971 from tho distriot,

••••00000 0 00000 ••••
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To f1D8l\~e labor projech nov under wq or to open new actiV1t1es under the
"

reduced eIIp10yment quotas, ordered earlier this week by Washington, D. C., Don G.

Abel, state Yorks Progress Administrator, announced streets, roads and sidewalk con-

struction allocations totalliD& $2,289.837 for ssven counties.

HeadiD& the announcement was a $1,607,501 allocation to continue road buildiD&

and reconstruction throughout Snohomish County until June 30. ~'/herever possible

•

•

•

•

crews, which have been employed on this work under a previous allotment, will continue

operations in the same district, Abel said. Work will include sloping, cutting ditches.

installiD& drainage facilities and building bulkheads, culverts and bridges. Snoho­

mish county is pledged to an additional $404,287 for the huge program of improviD& its

traffic facilities.

For road improvements and construction throughout Commissioners' District No.3,

Kitsap County, WPA has allocatsd $416,155, effective to~. This project also is a

continuation of an extensive program to widen, grade and surface secondary high~s.

Some sidewalk construction is included and the county is obligated to assist with

$173,389, for materials and construction equipment rentals. Present plans indicate

more than 500 men will be employed until the end of June on this ~A projsct.

Garbage collectors, delivery bays and residents of Yakima who have struggled

through narrO~/, rough alleys in many districts of the city, can look forward to su~

• stantial improvements in the situation, said Abel. Funds totalling $118,600 from WPA

is slated for use in immediate gradiD& and leveling of alleys throughout the city, and

will give employment to more than 250 men until about the first week in October. Yakima

• city authorities say they can provide an additional $14,700.

New streets and general stroet improvements at Cosmopolis call for $64,683 from

WPA. and $37,645 from the city. Feature of the work will be substantial improvements to

• assist quick, safe movement of traffic through the main street from Aberdeen.

Pierce county is slated for two projects. For Tacoma sidewalk construction WPA.

is furnishiD& $36,853. The "ork includes removing c·ld sidewalks and dressing up park-

• iD& strips. Abel said it is the first WPA project of its kind in the city. For

•

:Buckley streets $7,215 has been all 'It ted. The city will add $1,611. A.sotin county

road construction will get $28,836 from WPA. to go with $11,847. Sidewalk, alley and

parking strip 1mprovements at Redmond will be done with $9,994 federal and $1.960

local funds.
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Don G. Abel, Works Progress Administrator. toda;r announced that he had approved

a project calling for the rehabilitation of the Anacortes vater qstem with $59,792

in federal funds, and that the proposal has been sent to Washington, D. C•• for final

approval by the President.

The project proposal also pledges the city to an additional $30,000 for

materials and the rental of construction equipment, said Abel. Plans call for i'n-

stallations which would provide increased _ter service in areas of the city were

old and smaller lines are no longer adequate. Local authorities are eager to have

this work completed before a city wide project for streot improvements becomes

operative in this particular locality, and tho city finances do not allow entire

undertaking of the work.

About 20,000 cubic yards of trench excavation nnd backfill will be involved as

well us the l~ing of 22,192 feet of six inch and 19,208 feet of ei~t inch _tor

mains, Other items will includo rosctting 2l fire hydrants, installing 23 nC~l fire

hydrants, /lIld making 400 temporary and 400 new scrvice connections.

----000000000----
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• Eight new lIPA allotments, totalling $27,569. were announced today by Don G. Abel,

state Works Progress Administrator. for the construction, completion or remodeling of

a wide variety of pUblic buildings and grounds in seven WashiI¥!:ton counties.

• A $5,g21 fund vas apportioned to continue general improvements at the 1festern

Washington E:zperiment Station, near ~allup_. The state will provide an additional

$4,121 for materials and rental of construction equipment. Principal jobs will be

• the laying of water mains, replacing w<>ln out pavement, graveling roads and extensive

•

planting and landscaping.

Hoquiam fire stations one and two will be remodeled with $3,808 from WPA and

$1,270 from the city. Work includes installing partitions, ceilings, floors. founder

tions and new roofs and more windows.

Reconstruction and improvement of the transit shed at the wharf docks, Port of

• Olympia property, will be done with $3,219. J. ItPA crew of about 25 men will enlarge

the cnld storage plant, install air ducts, and replace wharf piling, said Abel.

Materials will be furnished by the Port under a city appropriation of $2,765. The

• Tumwater city hall, under construction by ItPA, will be completed with an additional

$2,712 in federal funds. About $960 will provide sponsor contributions in. necessary

materials. The building is now about 70 per cent complete.

• 1l!PA painters will brighten up the Ci'ty-County hospi tal at Dayton, under a $1,592

allocation. A month's work remains to complete a frame livestock pavilion and improve

•

adjacent grounds at Sunnyside, with $1,411. The Deer Park Fairgrounds, Spokane county,

will be surfaced and generally improved wi th $7.825, and landscaping of the Clyde

Rhodofer Library grounds, Sequim, will be accomplished with $1,181.

----000000000---·-
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Completion of the ultra-modern, one-story reinforced concrete Kennydale grade

school near Renton was assured yesterday by Don G. Abel, state Yorks Progress Adminis-

trator, in announcing $36,942 in additional federal funds effective for meeting pay-

rolls on the project after January 23. Present plans call for completing the Class

A structure before July lr

Under a prior allocation of $50.374 ~A erected the main structure, 128 by 203

feet, which was celebrated November 5 in a corner stone laying when Abel placed a

bronze plaquo in the presence of state, county and school authorities.

A.bel said the new funds would build the gymnasium. provide plumbing, heating

and electrical facilities; build a garage, fence and playshed and landscape the

grounds. Material for part of the work will be salvaged by demolishing the old

school.

Looal school authorities have pledged an additional $8,147 for necessary

materials and rental of construction equipment. Previous sponaor contributions have

exceeded $31,000. The building will accommodate 180 pupils with ample provision for

future expansion.

In addition to the Kennydale project, WPA is constructing two other schools

b nng County at Meridian and Pacific City. New schools have been completed by 111'.1

at Kirkland, Coalfield and Ravensdale. Other new schools have been erected through

lIPA funds at Tracytown, Belfair, Clover Creek, Jon ta, Big Lake, Sultan, Boston

Harbor. Granger, and Panther Lake.

----000000000----
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~A water, sewer, drainage and flcod control projects totaling $519,401 were

•
announced yester~ by Don G. Abel, state Works Progress Administrator, for eight

Washington localities. Seven of the projects will begin immediately and the eighth

and largest, for city-wide improvement in the Wenatchee water system will start Jan-

•
uar;y 30, under a $206,925 federal allocation.

The large Wenatchee project will include replacing worn out or inadequate mains

with new cast iron pipe, and installing additional fire hydrants, according to Abel.

• WPA engineers state extensive portions of the excavation must be made through rock

formations, where compressor operators and jackhemmermen ,dll be important members

•

•

•

of the crew. The project will require more than 300 men for a year and call for

$75,816 from the city for materials and construction equipment.

In a city-wide undertaking for a better drained stato capital, WPA will assist

Olympia with $191,146 for installati~Jl of combination sanitary and storm sewers. wi th

manholes. catch basins. inlets and other necessary detailed construction. Olympia

authorities will add ~91,938 to this fund for materials; Abel said the project

will take an estimated eleven months to complete.

A sewage ttreatment plant will be erected at Orting, with pump well, sludge drying

beds, mnnholes and all necessary equipment for the latest tyPe sanitary disposal

system. A $75.964 allocation lk~s been made for this work, and covers ditching. pipe

• l~ing, backfilling, fencing =d building of service roadways. The ci ty will purchase

materials and rent equipment for the use of WPA crewa with $28.167. Seven months and

an average of more than 150 men aro requested for completion cf the project.

•

•

•

In and near Stanwood $13,895 will be invested by WPA to facilitate surface and

tide water run off for flood control; Tide gates, spillways. ditching and clearing

are features of the work. for which Stanwood pledges $3.484.

Water District No. 53. near Angle Lake. south of Seattle, will 6et a new water

system with $13.779 fr~m WPA and $17,897 from the district. About 5,000 persons will

b~ serviced through the improvement, said Abol, At Index flood control improvements

along tho Skykomish river will be completed with $7,050 in WPA allotments. Materials

for such items as bulkheads and revetments will bc prOVided by the city with $3.040.

Tho Tonino water distribution system will be improved with $50332 from WPA and a

• city plodge of $3.678. Kennewick water system extensions are to be mado through

$5,310 in federal and tho unusually lar·ge sponsor1s eontribution of $6,881
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A partial cross section of the widely diverge omen's &Professional

activities was disclosed yesterday by Don G. Abel, state

in the announcement that $408,454 in Federal funds had been allocated to continue or

open six projects in King CountJ' and southwest Washington, for sewing, surveying and

mapping, record indexing, and reading to blind and shut-ins.

To continue employment of approximately 200 women in eight sewing rooms of King

County outside Seattle, Abel said $264.710 had been allocated. This gum is o~ected

to finance the project until July 1, with the aid of $24,765 in sponsor's contributions

for material and findings. from the State Department of Social Security. Abel pointed

out that a total of $495,158 in previous allotments had been made to provide employment
..

in King County sewing rooms, in addition to a total of $960,476 to operate five

Seattle sewing roams with 600 workers.

For the Cow11 tz county sewing room, at Longview, Abel said $~·O,984 in Federal funds

had been apportioned, with the same sponsoring agency furnishing $5,065. With this

al11cation WPA has invested nearly $100.000 in sewing room employment in that county.

Products from all sewing rooms are distributed free of c,>arge to charitable institu-

tions or to the needy, and a portion may be used on other WPA projects, said Abel.

State Department cf Health birth and death records, from 1907 to date, will be

transcribed, indexed, photostat copied and card-filed by WPA clerical workers at the

Seattle offices of the health dep8.1"tmen t. The project \1111 reouire a staff of more

than 50 persons for 12 months.

WPA workers will continue to read to the blind and shut-ins of Lewis county with

• new $9.286 allocation under sponsorship of the county commissioners.

Thurston county engineering records will be cataloged. transcribed and cross-in-

dexed by a WPA clerical force under $8,528 from federal funds I Materials will be pur­

chased with $2,664 from the county commissicners. The work, which will take a year. also

includes field, engineering and office surveys for use in preparing outline maps under

this project to show all roads in the county, according to Abel.

A $16.812 WPA project will provide a complete new map of the city of Vancouver,

showing all streets, alleys and ci ty-owned property. l'lorkers will conduct II survey

to establish psrlD8J'lent markers and locate accurate posi tions for the map, City

authorities have prOmised $4,477 in materials and equipment for this needed work.
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Don G. Abel, State \lorks Progress Administrator, late yester~ received

inatructions from WashiDE;ton, D. c. to add 2,250 certified workers immediately to

the January quota. This raises the state enrollment for the month to 43,500 and vas

ordered to take care of 1,000 persons returniDE; from assignments with other federal

agencies, and f~ reemplO7i!l& needy workers who left for private industry duri!l& the

last six months, but have since lost their jobs.

Due to the rapid depletion of liP! funds the January quota was previously ordered

cut to 41,250 persons, ~!si!l& a drastic 1ST-off of 7.500, The order received

yester~ vas seen aa a welcome relief to the problem by permi tti!l& absorption of the

two groups without further loss of jobs to others.

Abel said many projects have been completed by liPA workers for other federal

agencies in thta State, and that 1,000 of this group are now returning to liPA rolls

and JIlllst be provided for. Under the policy of urging all workers to accept private

emplo.vment, whenever opportunity offera equal or better rates of PaT, WPA is now

straining every effort to reemploy those who have been found to be in need and

have lost their private jobs since leaving WPA projects in the last six months.

It will not be possible, Abel said, even 1'lith the increased quota to re-

employ single persons, aliens or those eligible for social security benefits.
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Immediate use wil.l be made of $253,176 in federal funds approved yesterds;y by

•
President Roosevelt to continue operation of the Seattle VPA sewing room at Eighth

Avenue and Virginia street, according to Don G. Abel, state W"rks Progress Adminis-

tratelr. The new funds will continue this special project for the making of hea.".

•
outdoor clothing and working apparel and employing an average of 200 women, for

another 12 months.

Overalls and pants for boys and men of needy families are the principal

garments made at this sewing room for free distribution thro"i':h welfare and

• charitable institutions. said Abel. Articles maor also be made for use on other

VPA projects. The State Department of Social Security, which sponsors all WPA

sewing projocts in Washington, will prOVide an additional $63.080 for materials

• and supplies and will have title to the scraps for other uses.

More than $960,416 in federal funds have been previously allocated to employ

600 workers in the five \"/PA sewing rooms of Seattle, according to the State

• Administrator. To continue employment of approximately 200 women in eight sewing

rooms nf King county outside Seattle, Abel yesterds;y announced new allocations

totaling $264,110, which is expected to finance those projects until July 1.

• Sponsor contributions for the county allotments amounts to $24,165. Abel said a

total of $495,158 in federal funds had been expended for this work in the county

out side SeatUe.

• 000000000----

WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
208 Alaska :Building Seattle, Washington

• llH



•

•

•

IMMEDIATE RELEASE
JANUARY 17. 1939

PROPERTY
Of THE

WASf.iINGTON

PR-633

•

•

•

•

•

Coincident with a statement issued yesterday by Colonel F. C. Harrington.

Works Progress Administrator, that mere than 30.000 miles of roads and streets

vere built or improved throughout the nation. from last July to November, Don G.

Absl, state administrator announced that approximately 5.1:00 miles of this type of

construction had been accomplished by 'l/PA in 11'ashington since the program began

three and a half years ago.

Abel said WPA in ~1ashington has completed mor:e than 400 miles of new countI';)'

roads and converted 4,900 miles of narrow. t.nsted by-~s into wide. safe traffic

arteries. An estimated 1,000 miles of fills. grades. cuts and straightening

as well as extensive widening and surfacing have been done on farm-tc>-market and

mine-tc>-market reads. Traffic has been accelerated throu,;h construction of 275

bridges acroBs ravines and streams, and 102 other bridges widened and rebuilt.

Because of the large OPI1or tuni ty for the employment of unskilled labor, and

because of the widespread demand for better roads, high.~ projects constitute a

major phase of the national la'A program. according to Harrington. The Washington

WPA work sohedule indioated a verification of this fact with the disolosure by

Abel that almost half of all tlorkers are employed on road I/crk or street improve-

• mente of a wide variety.
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Reporting upon the critical need for adequate WPA emergency appropriations

in Washington, Stato Works Progress Administrator Don G. Abel, yesterday wired

•
Washington, D. C., headqunrters that 16,872 employnble persons, lolho are certified

by the state as in neod end unable to find private employment, cen not bo hired by

WPA for lack of funds.

•
•

"All of the certifications havs been made since September 1, 1938," Abel said

in the telegram, addressed to National Administrator F. C. Harrington, "end the

State Department of Public ~!elfare has made no attempt since early in December to

•
certify any additional persons since it was felt that, in view of forced I~A empla,y-

ment reductions in December nnd January, no purpose could be served."

Abel pointed out in the telegram that WPA employment in ~rashington on

•
December 1st was 53,500 and has been reduced, because of a depletion of funds, to

"During the month of December 1938 there were only 418 persons lolho left WPA

for private employment, in ;'1ashington," Abel said in the communication," and we see

• no immediate prospect of nn increase in this transfer to private jobs. The result

is that there now is and will continue to be a great deal of hardship and

suffering, omong the thousands of llashington ci thans who are in need and 1mable to

• find private employment, unless additional funds are furnished to provide more

WPA jobs."

Abel informed Harrington that the Washington state Congressional delegation

• would also be apprised of this latest information on the acute need for more I~A

funds for Washi~ton.
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Extension of the WPA free hot school lunches for undernourished children, in

Snohomish, Skag1 t and Jefferson counties, under county-wide ~locations tot~ing

• $42.936, was announced yester~ by Don G. Abel, state ~~rks Progress Administrator.

Under thl' Snohomish count;)' 'llPA ~location of $lg,7g0. Abel said the latest addi-

tions to the list of schools enjoying the hot lunch service were Oso school, near

• J.rlington, and the Pleasant Creek V~ley School, near Bothsll. The County Superinten-

dent of Schools is sponso.'1ng all these services in the county with $6.500 in matching

•

•

•

funds, while the PTA and the Grange are acting as co-sponsors.

\'1i th similar sponsorship as well as valuable assistance from other communi ty

organizations 'llPA hot lunch service will be provided at Fi~go School, Anacortes until

the end of the school year, under a blanket county-wide $15,64g WPA ~location, latest

of 12 schools on the list in this county. The sponsor has prOVided an additional $5,400.

Plans are under way for a new unit at the Shine school near Port Townsend, ex-

pected to open January ~3, according to Abel. A previous unit operates now at Clear-

water, making the only two hot lunch services planned for Jefferson county so far, under

an $g,50g county wide apportionment in addition to $2,000 in local funds.

"At the Oso School, members of the Snohomish county Grange have completely out-

• fitted a room of the schoolhouse for preparing and serving the hot lunches," said Abel.

"They installed hot and cold water, obtained a stove and bull t cupboards; typical d

the excellent cooperation found in nearly every county of the state."

• Other Snohomish county units operate at the following schools: East Sunnyside,

Wilson and Rose Hill, Mukilteo, Stanwood, Norman, llderwood Manor, Granite Falls, Silver

La.ke, Monroe, Maltby, Gold Bar, Sultan, Marysville, Lake Stevens, Emerson and Central

• at Snohomish, and Cathcart. Skagit county free WPA lunches are also prepared at Big Lake,

Hamilton, Washington in Mount Vernon, Edison Union High, Clear Lake, Samish, Nelson. D~

Creek, B~ View, Central in Sedro Wooll~ nnd Bird's View.

• Twenty-two counties of the state enjoy WPA hot school lunches fnr children of

needy families, Abel said. More thon 16,200 are served daily in 194 schools.
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In preparation for greater transmission or hydroelectric power in Washington,

.. WPA workers will clear rights-ai-vaT for Bonneville, Seattle and Tacoma lines, under

federal work relief allocations totaling $917,757, D~n Ih Abel, state Works Progress

Administrator ennounced yester~.

..
Abel declared various crews will begin at once on clearing and grubbing along

the route for the Bonneville ~lectrical lines to Condit and Vancouver, in Klickitat,

..

Skamania and ~ark counties, with $825,076 from 1lPA.. The U.S. Department of Interior,

sponsor, will furnish an additional $96,400 for construction equipment rentals•

Work will begin January 26 on a $60,327 1lPA project to clear the way for a Seattle

JIIlDicipal light transmission line through Skagit county. This line, known as No.2,

is already partially completed through Xing and Snohomish counties from Diablo dam on

.. the Skagi t river. WPA crews on previous projects cleared the ~ for the steel

transmission towers as well as set the concrete foundation blocks for them.

Along Tacoma l s transmission lines near Allyn. Union and Hoodspprt, in Mason

• county, WPA crews will start ~lon~ on right-of-vaT clearing. The city agrees to

match the WPA $32,354 fund with $7,864. Special attention will be given to removal

of all thick undergrowth that offers fire hazards.

• Another huge Bonneville WPA project may begin in the ncar future, Abel disclosed

;yesterday. when he informed the Power authorities at Portland that he had passed favor-

ably on the Department of Interior l s proposal calling for $582,578 from 1lPA for road

• and bridge construction along Bonneville transmission lines in thirteen Washington

counties. Abel said the proposal has now gone to Washington, D. c., for the President'r

~roval. This proposal asl:s ~hat four WPA projects be set up ·:.meier the huge alloc&-

• tion. for operation in Skamania, Klickitat, Yakima. Chelan, Douglas, Lincoln, Clark,

Cowlitz, Wahldakwn, Lewis. Pacific, and Grays Harbor counties.

•

WORXS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
208 Alaska :Building Seattle,
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The first tag sale to raise WPA sponsor contributions ever launched in the

United States, according to Don G. Abel, state VQrks Pr"lgress Administrator, is in

full swing this week throue;hout northern Snohomish county, with hundreds of volunteer

workers and civic organizations in a determined drive to raise $300 to match an

$8,160 federal allocation, for a 2o-acre recreation park en Lake Goodwin, five miles

east of Everett.

The $100 mark was reached yesterday. in the Bale of ten and 25 cent tags, when

a pretty Daughter of No~ member, Lillian Holman, ensnared lITwo-bi ts worth" of

assistance from Mater A. C. Edwards, on the city hall steps, EVerett.

Abel said that plans call for starting of the project as soon as the sponsor

funds can be raised and that lIjud,ging from this enthusiastic community spirit, it

certainly won l t be long now. 11 Development of the site, on the east shore of the

lake, ¥bich features a 250 foot lakefront and attractive bathing beach, will be done

under sponsorship of the Rural Parks Association. Included in the plans are a

comllDmlty kitchen, outdoor stoves, baseball diamond, picnic grounds, boating

facilities, pl~ield and baseball diamond.

AmoDg the organizations participating in the tag drive for the sponsor funds

are the Boy Scouts, American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars and Auxiliaries,

Sons and Daughters of Norway, three Parent-Teacher groups, two Ladies Aid gro\,±,s, five

Granges, Daughters of Norway, and ID!l.ny garden clubs. The ten cent tags, are of

red. cardboard, about 5! by}} inches, and the 25 cent tags are attractive green

• calendars, 9" by 9 inches, sho,ring n picture of the undeveloped Goodwin Lake site.
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There were no shrie!cs from whistles of colorful side-wheelers on 01 1 Man River,

or the s~ing dusky fit,ures and throaty chantings of levy workers as background,

but the 37,400 pounds of raw cotton unloaded by WPA workers at Seattle Friday looked

exactly like it would un piers in the Deep South, according to the generally voiced

obsen,..tio". M the ero~ld of curious onlookers. The cotton will be made into com-

forters for needy Washington families in a 1iPA sewing room.

1Vl?A crews struggled "Qth the huge bales, weighing 350 to 500 pounds each, until

the entire car load was safel~ stored in the big warehouse,24-W,Connecticut Street,

also containing vast quantities of staple foods and other stocks received from the

federal Surplus Commodities Corporation for distributio~ to the needy. The cotton

will be removed later to a Seattle plant for processing and then turned over to the

WPA sewing room at Bagle~ school 79th and Aurora Avenue, where 4c women, with special

facilities, will scan be turninb out an average of 600 comforters a month. These

bed coverings will be made with cotton print, tied every three inches, and will be

distributed through the State Department of Social Security.

About three pounds of the processed cetton are required for each comforter, said

Don G. Abel, state Works Progress Administrator. This is the third car in the Wash-

ington shipment of cotton from Surplus Commodities. The others, Abel said, are

billed to Tacoma and Spo:cane for the same purpose. Although the total cotten received

• in this state from the same souree n~~ reaches 15C,OOO pounds, this is the first to

arrive in the raw condition. The processed cotton is prepared into 15 pound rolls,

in correct width to unroll on the cotton print.

• This shipment is one of the few of baled raw cotton that ever came to Seattle.

Shipments traveled through, enroute to the Orient, several years ago.
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M~re than 200 men are slated to work eight months, starting January 30, on the
•

installation of city-wide sewers and erection of a sewage disposal plant at Ephrata,

•

•

•

•

•

•

with $93,386 frem WPA, it was announced yesterday by Den G. Abel, stato Works Progress

Administrator. Twelve other eastern Washington projects bring the total to $220.616,

and total projects announced for all parts of the state aggregate m~re than $900,000.

With $44,181 from t~A,improvementswill be made at Wenatcheets Pennsylvania Park,

Tourist Park, Baseball Park and athletic fipld near the north city limits. In addition

to general grading and landscaping, rest reoms will be extended and modernized and

crews will build tennis courts, bleachers, new lighting systems, wading pools, running

tracks, fences and retaining l.alls. The city is contributing $24,242. Under sponsor-

ship of the county commissioners, free homo assistance where the homemaker is tempor-

arily incapacitated, lvill continue throughout Chelan ccunty ~nth $18,085 from WPA.

Both grade and high school bUildings at Spokane ~~ll get additional WPA improve-

ments on work schedules intended to continue until early in June, with $21,925 from

WPA. Tho city is furnishing $10,272 for materials. The city is also sponsoring
•

a $3,016 WPA project to comploto a new file of records for the City Clerlo's office.

At Greenacres, Where WPA has invested heavily in previous projects, an additional

$9,104 has bocn allocated tc rchabilitatc the irrigation system in District No.5.

ncar Liborty Lake.

Mechanical fish screens 'nll be built and installed throughout Kittitas county

under a $22,230 WPA appcrtionment, and $8,669 from the State Department of Fisheries.

With headquarters in Ellensburg, the project will also include ccnstruction of head

• control gates and by-pass check traps of water diversions, in the Yakima River system.

The completed project will protect salmon trout and other food and game fish from loss

by entering into irrigation ditches and canal~.

•

•

•

WPA crews will rehabilitate a pioneer graveyard at Union gap with $9,354 federal

and $2,385 city funds. The domestic water supply systcm of Kennewick Irrigation

District will be modernized ~,d extended with $5,310, and the Kiona drainago ditches

of Benton county will be widened to improve the irrigation system, with $4,600. Day-

tonls new WPA-built se,~c disposal plant will get grounds improvements nnd landscap-

ing with $7,510. New lighting and vault facilities will be installed at the Cclumbia

county courthouse, D~ton ~nth ~1,635 from WPA and $1,321 from the ccunty, And the

Tekoa water system will be completely romodeled, and extended with $3,202.



•

•

IMMEDIATE RELEASE
JANUARY 30, 1939

f
,

--.....
P"llPERTY

or THE

~ ~.-. ~'-'---""
~ ." _ _ ~ ~1~ I

PR-696

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

The last grim vestige of the old schooner ~s is being swept awa;r from things

of the sea life,in at least one instance,with a WPA $6,800 sluicing project to

fill in a swamp of stagnant water and prepare several acres for landscaping on the

grounds of Point Robinson Lighthouse, on Maury Island, off the south end of Vashon

Island.

Dleak shores and barren lands formed the setting of this historic old lighthouse,

since the beacon first blinked its warning light to passing ships, in 1885. In that

year a crude steam-powere" light house ,~s erected that guided craft enroute south

from Seattle to Tacoma and Olympia. In 1913 the present electric lighthouse was

built, but the same low shoreline and stagnant swamp remained, until this IolPA project

changed things.

It is the first sluicing job ever undertaken by WPA in Washington, if not the

entire country, according to Don G. J"bel, state 1forks Progress Administrator, and ia

proving "one of the lowest cost dirt-moving jobs on record."

"We have moved 16,000 cubic yards for less than nine cents a yard," said Abel,"

"and plan to complete the sluicing of 35,000 yards by March 1."

The fill will remove' a distinct hazard to pUblic health, and ,ms urgently

requested by the U. S. ~epartment of Commerce lighthouse division. As sponsor, this

B€ency provided equipment rentals and supplies totaling $1,500. About four acres

of swamp will be reclai~ed and the entire grounds will be planned for later con-

version into n public salt water park, according to Abel.

An average crew of less than 10 men are Mndling the project. Water for the

sluicing is from the Sound.

•
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Colonel F, C. Harrington, Fed~ral Administrator of the Works Progress Adminis-

trat1cm, will make his first nationwide radio address as new head of \'/PA, Satur~,

February 4, from five to 5:15 PM., Pacific Standard Time, through the facilities of

the National Broadcasting Company, it was announced yester~ by Don G. Abel,

state Works Progress Administrator.

Abel said C~l~nel Harringtcn would be heard by Washington residents at that

time over staticns KJ'R, Seattle, KGA, Spokane, and !!EX, !'ortland. Major problems

currently facing the national work relief program will oe included in the Federal

Administrator's address, said Abel.
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