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MEETING OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

P ORTLAXD, O REGOX, }
THURSDAY, D ecember, 18, 18go.

Pursuant to call , the Board of Directors of the Oregon
Pioneer Association met at the office of H OD. R. P. Earhart,
in the postoffice buildin g , a t 10 o'clock A . ~l. to-day, for the
purpose of making arrangements for the annual reunion of
1891, which will be tbe fi ftie tb anniversary of tbe arrival of
homebuilders in Oregon.

Those present were : H OD. John Minto, President, a pio
neer of I 84-l ; Hon. Henry Failing , Vice-President, 185 1 ;
George H . Himes , Secretary , 1853 ; J obn M_ Bacon, Treas
urer, 184 5 : Medorem Crawford, 184 2.

After considerable discussion , it was voted that the annual
reunion for J8g1 be held in this city .

On motion of H ou. Henry Failing , it was voted that an
invitation be ex tended to Hon. O. C. Pratt , of California,
formerly an Oregon Pioneer, to deliver the annual address ,
it being understood, through correspondence with members
of the Association, that he will accept such invitat ion .

It was a lso voted that H ou. Thomas H. Brents, o f W alla
W alla , be inv ited to deliver the occasional address .

Rev. J . S. G riffin, of Hillsboro, a pioneer of 1839, was
chosen Chaplain .
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Mr. F rank Paxton, of Portland, was selected as Grand
Marshal, with full power to choose his own aides .

The Committee of Arrangements was chosen, as follows :
F rank Dekum, General \Vrn. Kapus, H ou . H enry F ailing ,
Cbas. E. Ladd. J ohn W. 1I1into and Geo. H . Himes. This
committee was gi ven full power to choose all sub-commit tees.

The Amer ican Historical Publishing Company, Julian
H awthorne, historian, through Mr. C. N . Miller, resident
agen t , made a proposition relating to the publication of his
torical sketches and engravings of pioneers in a proposed
history of Oregon, the gist of which was that the Associa 
tion should use its in fl uence to the fullest ex tent possible
in securing legislative aid to defray the expense of eng rav
ings and the compilat ion of historical matter. After full
discussion in all its bearings, the question was indefinitely
postponed by a unanimous vote, the scheme being consid
ered 'wholly impracticable and entirely beyond the province
of the Association .

Pursuant to a vote passed at the annual meeting of the
Association held last June, President Minto appointed F red
erick V. Holman, Frank C. Baker and H osea \Vood as a
committee to arrange for an organization of Native Sons
and Dau ghters of Oregon Pioneers.

H ons . J. N . Dolph , J. H. Mitchell a nd Binger H ermann ,
our representatives in congress , were appointed by President
Minto a committee to wait upon H on. Benj amin H arrison ,
President of the United States , and ascertain the probabil ity
of his making a visit to this coast during the coming year,
and if such visit was contemp1ated, to invite him to be pres
ent at the next annual reunion of this Association.

On motion of H on . H enry Failing , Director Medorem
Crawford and J ohn M. Bacon , Treasurer, were appointed a
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committee to consider the question of compiling historical
data relating to individuals and the early settlement of Ore
gon, with a view to its future publication; they to report at
the next annual meeting.

No further business appearing, the Board adj ourned.

G EO. H . HIMES,

Secretary .
•



MEETING OF COMMITTEE OF ARRANGEMENTS.

P ORTI.AND, OREGON , }
SATrRDAY, May 9, 18 91.

The Committee of Arrangements previously appointed
met at the First X ational Bank to-day at 4 o'clock P. M.,
pursuant to call by the Secretary. Present-Frank Dekum,
H enry Failing. William Kapus, Charles E . Ladd, J ohn W .
Minto , George H . Himes. Frank Dekum was chosen Chair
man, Charles E. Ladd was appointed a committee to secure
the E x position building for the publi c exercises on Pioneer
Day .

The following committees were appointed :

On securing Exposition building for public exercises on
Pi oneer Day- Charles E. Ladd.

On Music-William Kapus and George H. Himes.

On Carriages-a. F. Paxton , Grand Marshal, and J ohn
\\T. Minto.

On Finance- Charles E. Ladd,

On Reduced Fares-George H . Himes.

On Special Iuvitatious-c-William Kapus,

The matter of a ball was discussed at length, but in view
of last year's ex perience, it was thoug ht best to have instead
thereof an old-fashioned social gathering, so managed as to
be entirely free from all restraint.

No further business appearing, the committee adjourned.

G EORGE H . HIMES,

S ecretarv.



SECOND MEETING OF COMMITTEE OF
•

ARRANGEMENTS.

•
P ORTLAKD, OR EGOX , )

THCRSD AY,JUne 11 ,1 8 91 . i
The Committee of Arrangements met , pursuant to call by

Secretary, at First N ational Bank to-day at 4 o'clock P. ~I.

Present-Frank Dekum, Chairman, Henry Failing , Wil
Ham Kapus, Charles E . Ladd. George H . Himes.

Each sub-committee made a report, showing that all plans
for a successful reunion were well in band, with good pros
pects for a most successful gathering.

It was decided that a lunch be provided in the evening of
Pioneer Day, and that it be spread on tables in the room set
apart for the restaurant in the Exposition building.

T he following pioneer ladies were appointed to take entire
charge of the matter :

\Ves t Side- Mrs A . Noltner , Mrs. M. S. Burrell, Mrs . L.
L . McArthur, ~Irs . S . A . Moreland, Mrs. P . L . W illis, Mrs.
T. A . Struble, Mrs. R. Williams, Mrs . Benton Killin, Mrs.
Robert Porter, Mrs . A . H. Morgan, Mrs . J. C. Cartwright
and Miss Susie Cosgrove.

East Side-Mrs. C. B. Bellinger, Mrs . C. F . Kent , Mrs.
J. H. McMillen and Mrs. Bowman.

The following gentlemen were appointed a Reception
Committee:
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Hon. 1\1. C. George, John McCraken , Frank Dekum,
George L. Story, J ohn W . Minto, A. NoItner, Benton Kil
lin , T . B. Trevett.

The committee then adjourned.

G EORGE H . HIMES,

Secretary.



NINETEENTH ANNUAL REUNION.

P ORTLAN D, OREGON, }
T UESDAY. June 16, 1891.

The Pioneers of Oregon held their nineteenth annual
reunion in this city to-day. The weather was all that could
be desired, and the affair was one of the most enjoyable ever
held here. At 1 P. M. the pioneers assembled at the H otel
Portland, where they were formed in procession by Grand
Marshal J ohn W. Minto, and proceeded to the E xposition
buildiug, the arrivals of each year, from 1839 to 1855, being
ranged under their own banner. Some fifteen carriages were
provided for those who did not feel capable of the march,
and the Marine Band preceded the procession , which con
tained someth ing over 300 pioneers.

The mu sic h all had been seated with chairs, and the stage
handsomel y decorated for the occasion. A number of the
officers of the Association , the speakers and some of the
older members , took seats on the plat form, Mr. J . L. Parrish ,
85 years of age, and a pioneer of 1840 , and Mrs. Hobson,
aged 86, and a pioneer of 1843, occupying rocking chairs on
the front of the stage, which were wreathed with roses . A
beautiful display of rare varieties of roses in huge bouquets
ornamented the front of the stage. The following was the

PROGR AMM E :

Music, • Marine Band
Prayer by the Cbaplain , Rev. John S. Griffin, 1839
Brief Address, - Hon. John Minto, President of the Association , 1844
Annnal Address, Lydelt Baker, Esq.
Music, . Marine Band
Poem, by S. L . Simpson, Read by Robert A. Min er
Occasional Address, George H . Burnett, Esq.
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President,
Vice President,
Secretary,
Treasurer, •
Corresponding Secretary,
Directors,

At the close of the exercises a photograph of the assembly
was taken by Mr. E. \Y. Moore, when the meeting adjourned
till evening.

At an early hOUT the pioneers a nd their friends reassembled
in the music h all , which was brilliantly lighted, the new
elec t ric pl ant of the F air Association being brought into use
for the first time. Those who did not wish to attend the
business meeting spent the evening in a social and enjoyable
way. A bountiful and elegant colla t ion was spread for the
refreshment of the pioneers a nd their friends , ill the restau
rant off the music hall. The tables were prepared to accom
modate 2 50 persons . The room was beautifully decorated,
the pillars, staircases, chandeliers , etc ., being wreathed with
ivy, ferns and flowers , and the tables profusely ornamented
with bouquets of rare roses and other flowers , making a
beautiful spectacle, which deligh ted the eyes of the pioneers ,
who, after being refreshed, returned to the hall to enjoy the
society of old-time friends and comrades till a late hour.

BCSIXESS MF.ETrXG .

The business meeting of the Association was held at 8
o'clock , in the music hall of the Exposition Building, and
was called to order by President J ohn Minto. The first
business being the election of officers, the following was the
result : -

W. S. Ladd, 1850, Portland
Wm. Kapus, 1853, Portland

George H . Himes, 1853, Portland
H enry Failing, 1851, Portland

H . S. Lyman, 1849
John Hobson, 1843, Astoria
Curtis C. St rong, 1849, Portland
Medo rem Crawford, 1842, Dayton , Oregon

Captain J. H. D. Gray, of Ast oria, ex tended an invitation
on behalf of the Oregon Pioneer and Historical Society , and
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the citizens of Astoria in general, that the Oregon Pioneer
Association hold its next annual reunion there, in connec
tion with the centennial cel ebration of the discovery of the
Columbia river, and that such reunion be held on the r rth ,
ratb and rgth days of May , , 892 . Dr. Curtis C. Strong,
president of the Columbia River Centenni al Celebrat ion
Associat ion, warmly seconded the invitation and gave many
cogent reasons why it should be accepted. After discussion
it was left to the Board of Directors to decide the matter ,
and Astoria was comme nded to their considerat ion by Presi
dent Min to, Medorem Crawford , Thom as A . Wood, and
othe rs .

F . V . H olman, chairman of the committee appoin ted last
year to prepare a plan of organization for the sons and
daughters of the pioneers, reported as follows :

Your committee would recommend that a society be organized
under the auspices of the Oregon Pioneer Association , to be composed
of the SOllS and daughters of deceased members, and of members in
good standing of your Association , and the descendan ts of such sons
an d daugh ters. Your committee would further recommend, t hat a
committee be appointed for the purpose of organizing such society
and preparing a constitution and by-l aws for the society, composed of
such sons, daughters and descendants.

I n th is connection Thomas A , W ood offered the following
resolut ion :

Resolved, That the plan of the committee submitted to us for the
organization of the Sons and Daughters of Pioneers meets our hearty
appro val, and that we refer the matter back to the same committee
with the request that t he)" add to their n umber one or more from each
county, and perfect the said organization of the Sons and Daughters
of Pioneers ;

And that we hereby invite said organ ization , when completed, to
meet with us at our next annual gathering and participate in our exer
crses.

Both report and resolu tion were unanimously adopted.
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T he following resolutions were passed:

Pesoned, Tbat the thanks of th is Association are due Henry Fail
ing, William Kapus, Frank De kum, Charles E. Ladd and J ohn '\T.
Minto, local Commit tee of Arrangements, for their untiri ng efforts in
making th is reunion B success.

R esoh 'ed, T hat our most h earty thanks are hereby tendered the
Portland city p ress for frequent mention of tb is meeting of the Asso
ciation; to the cit izens o f Portland for their generous t reatmen t of
the Association in the way of providing the means whereby it has
been made possible to have so eujoyeble a reunion ; to the Southern
and Unio n Pacific railroads for the reduction of fares ; to the pioneer
ladies of the city and their friends for the bountiful lunch they hue
provided and for the- beautiful floral decorations supplied ; to the Pres
ident, Board of Managers and S uperintendent o f this Exposition for
this delig ht ful place for our assembling, and for many other court es ies ;
in short, that we are touched to the utmost by the evidence of the ap
preciation of our earl y experiences abounding on every hand, and
that words are not adequate to express our pride in the ch ild resulting
fro m our united efforts for forty yeers-e-tbe beautiful consolidated ci.ty
of Portland.

R esolved, That the thanks of th is Association are due to the Wash
. ington street and the Second st reet railway lines for courtesies in the

way of free transportation over their lines.

Retiring President Minto was so full of good things that
he moved an additional resolution of thanks to the ladies of
Portland for their splendid supper. H e spoke to the ques
tion in glowing tenus of support. The resolution was
passed by a rising vote. Just here it is proper to say that
whi le all the ladies assisting deserve all the praise that can
be bestowed upon them, the pioneers have Mrs. A . Nol tner,
18-1-7, to thank for the first suggestion of this most success
ful affair . assisted from the very beginning by Mrs. M. S.
Burrell.

Great interest was awakened by the statement by Mr.
Thomas A. \ Vood that there were present in the audience
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four survivors of the Whitman massacre: Mr. J. Q. Young,
of Cedar Mills , W ashington county; Mrs . Cbapmau (nee
Bewley) , of Sberidan; IIlrs . Rebecca Cone (nee H all) , Port
land ; Mrs. N . A . J acobs (Osborne) , Portlan d. Tbey were
introduced to the audience amid much enthusiasm. One
of their rescuers , Mr. Edward Chambreau, was present , and
the meeting between them was very affecting.

The meeting tben adjourned at 9:30 o'clock , and tbe next
hour was spent in most delightful social intercourse.

Thus closed without exception the most enthusiastic re
union eyer held by the Oregon pioneers.

G EORGE H . H U IES,

• Secretary .



INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS.

BY H Ol'. J OHN MINT O.

Pioneers of Oregon, Ladies and Gentlemen. Friends of lite
Pioneers :-\Ve meet for the ni neteenth time on a day set for socia l
reunion , in orde r to keep alive the memories of past years, and espec
ially to commemorate pas t action which has become one of the most
extraordinary events of h istory. This year makes the fiftieth that h as
passed since the arriva l here of the _ fi~t ~itt1e band of travel -worn
m en who had left Peoria, Ill., in 1839. with the set purpose of mak ing
h omes in Oregon. The distance they traveled, tak ing the meanders
t hey were compelled to m ake, was more than 2 ,000 miles. Savage
men , wild beasts, rapid rivers, and plains and rugged moun tains were
the impediments they bad to pass, and amongst them lurked " dangers
seen and unseen." This little baud were not encumbered with wives
and ch ildren , or wagons, teams, household goods and other property.
It bad been made manifest before that date that white men, well
armed, could, if prudent, pass t hrough wild tribes in small numbers
with comparative safety. It is to the men who had families and
property-aU they loved and a11 they bad labored for-to encumber
their movements and trammel their actio n , who pu t their previous li fe
savings into cum brous wagons, d rawn by slow mov ing oxen, and
leaving aU chance of succor beh ind them , entered upon that long,
laborious and dangerous journey, tbat the h istorian must award the
mead of being p ioneers of the highest type, and when, as certain ly
was the case with many , a patriotic desire to aid in making good their
coun try's claim to d ominion over Oregon , was an impelling m ot ive,
their action rises to the extraordinary as an historical event. So m ucb
so that many m en now and more perhaps will in the futu re doubt if
a ny man ever did come to Oregon impelled by so high a motive. I
am glad that I know that the man who engaged m e as h is assistant
declared that as his first object, before he g ave u p the fa rm he bad
sold and invested its val ue in preparation for his journey to Oregon.
I know that the same spirit permeated the companies (Gilliam's com 
panies of 1844), of one of which this m an , R. 'V. Morrison, was a
chosen captain . The movement of home-builders across 2, 000 miles
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of unsettled wilderness with the motive of making good their coun try's
t itle to a large portion of it, may be too high-minded action for a
cold -blooded cri tic to believe in , but examined with a knowledge that
from amongst those same kind of people shortly afterwards arose the
heroic figures of Abraham Lincoln and General Grant, it will not be
deemed impossible that communities in which they grew should pro
duce many courageous and adve nturous spirits .

It may be worth while to name some events preceding the se ttle
ment of Oregon and leading up to it.

Ninety-nine years ago the mouth of the Columbia river was dis
covered by Captain Robert Gray. Ninety-two years ago Baron Von
Humbolt called the attention of Europe to the inviting ch aracter of
the Columbia valley for E uropean colon ization. Eighty-six years ago
Lewis and Clark descended the river from its source to the sea.
Eigh ty years ago the Astor settlement was made at the mouth of the
Columbia. Seven ty-six years ago the Astor company was sold out

•by what is now known to be a t reacherous trick. Seventy years ago
the first proposition to settle Oregon was considered in congress.
Sixty-eight years ago the American congress passed a resolution that
no port on this con tiuen t was open to E uropean colonizat ion , with
special reference to the Col umbia basin.

Fifty years ago the overland immigration began. Forty-eight
years ago Senator Benton, a life-long advocate of the sett lemen t o f
Oregon, closed his able speech in favor of Dr. Li nn 's bill as " a
measure that would soon place 30,000 or 40,000 ri fles beyond the
Rocky mountains." Forty-six years ago the Americans elected George
Abernethy provi sional governor of Oregon, thus tak ing the rule from
the Bri tish, who had ruled the country from the time of the Astor
sale. The same year Senator Benton, speaking to a large assembly
in St . Louis, pointing westward along the path of h is fri ends, the
Applegates and Buruetts. whom he knew had come to Oregon to stay
and to make good the American t itle to all he e ver claimed of Oregon,
and said: " There, fellow citizens, is the way to the East, and the
man is alive and listening to me who will see it traversed by the
locomotive a nd car." Forty-five years ago the question of dominion
was settled, leaving American citizenship to Columbia .

I have made these brief allusioos to dates and even ts to sh ow you
that the pioneers were " men of destiny," as Jesse Applegate happily
called them. Many of them knew as wen as Applegate and Burnett
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knew that the movement to Oregon would settle the title by occu
pancy ; as J udge Deady bas since said of the action, it was necessary
and effective. The time has passed on , very rapidly passing, for the
average man to form a correct estimate of the labors and privation s o f
the Oregon pion eer. Of the results largely due to his action it is still
more difficult to form an estimate. This we all know. The acquisi
tion of California an d the discovery of gold there were part of t hose
results, which placed more than forty thousand rifles west of the
R ocky m ountai ns, brougb t a bout more rapidly than reasonable
statesmanship would ha-ve deemed possible, the conception of j'effer
son and prediction of Benton of reaching the commerce of Asia
through the heart of the American con tinent . These were not all the
results now manifest. The)" opened the way for American enterprise
t o employ itself more profitably by land within it s own country than
it could possibly do by codfish ing in Newfoundland waters, or whale
fishing in the Arct ic or Antarctic ocean, or even in the ocean carrying
trade from Asia . The movement to and settlement of the homebuilders
o n-the Pacifi c coast was the fi rst step in an industrial revolution which
caused the energies of the Atlan tic seaboard to lay aside the mariner 's
compass and headl ine, and tak ing surveyor 's compass, level and chain ,
open lines of internal commerce which have covered the continent
with peace and safety, and such a measure of private and public
wealth as makes the Uni ted States of America the most independe nt
nation on earth today. That he has done someth ing tending to bring
t hese things to pass ough t to be and is a cause of pride as well as
pleasure to the Oregon pioneer. I say this to you, friends, without
claiming to be a pioneer in the sense I have been speak ing o f h im to
you. Glad I was and p roud I am to be a son by adoption of the men
with whom I crossed the plains forty-six years ago. They have nearly
all done their work" I now introduce to you Lydell Baker, Eeq., who
will give you a view of the pioneer and his work from a still younger
point of view.
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BY 1.,Y DEI.,L B AK ER, E SQ.

IIlr . President, Oreg on Pioneers, Ladies and Gen/lemro :- The
val ue o f an event is not to be est imated by the noise it makes in the
world at its birth. F or it is as true in the world of man as in the
world of nature that the greatest forces are silent , and that the sh in ing
o f the SU D noiselessly shall accomplish what the storm and the whirl 
wind h ave attempted in vain . To the Pharaohs o f Egypt it was an
al toget her trifling event that the Hebrew outlaw received succor in
their realm. But the Pharaohs have passed awa:r ; a few rough stones
on the sands and the earth is as though they bad never been, but the
in flue nce o f this same Moses for 4.000 yea rs upon the worl d- who
shall estimate the force o f that ? Tamerlane has piled h igh his
pyramid of 70,000 skulls, eud gli ttering in armor his fierce hosts stand
at the Damascus gate ready to go forth to fresh carnage and blood.
The earth will tremble beneath their tread . There will be conflagra
tion, havoc and black n ight. There will be the tumult of the rout,
the cry of the vanquished , the tumbling of battle ments and the crash
of thrones. But this uproar will not last . Soon the confusion will
clear away. The k ind earth will smooth out their b loody footprints ,
and effect will be on ly the loss of so much blood and so much treasure .
But at this time in his German garret the artisan will invent the
"moveable types," which noiselessly and si lently will exert a greater
infl uence in t he world than all the conquests of all the conquerors
fro m the Tarter Kahn to Napoleon Bonaparte, from Cyrus the Elder
to Wal ter the Penniless.

The value of an even t m ust be judged by the conseque nces which
flow from it. What are the interesting recollections that thrill the
traveler's b reast when he stands upon the plains of :\Iarathon ? .. Not,
I imagine," S8}·S Webster , .. that Grecian sk ill and Grecian valor were
here most signally displayed ; but that Greece hersel f was saved. " It
is because of this spot , and to the event which rend ered it immortal,
he refers all the succeeding glories of the republic. It is because be
perceives that her philosophers and orators, her poets and painters,
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her sculptors and architects, her government and free institutions
point backward to Marathon, and their future existence seems to
have been suspended on the contingency, whether the Persian or the
Grecian banner should wave victorious in the beams of that day 's
setting suu. •

Fifty years ago there occurred on th is soil an event which in out 
ward demonstration was wholly insign ifica n t and uninterestin g. A
few families, 'Worn, emaciated and ragged, crossed the Blue mou ntains
and floated down the Columbia on imp rovised rafts. And yet, if
judg-ed by the effects which flowed from it, no man, even now, can
adequately estimate its importance. It was the first appearance in
this land of the American borne builder. It was the sowing of the
seed out o f which should spring the mag n ificent Oregon common
wealth. " H owever," said a wri ter in a noted foreign review, " the
question between E ngland and the United States as to the ownersh ip
of Oregon may ultimately be d ecided, one thing is certain , Oregon
will never be colonized overland from the United States. The world
must assume a new phase before the American wagons will m ake
plain the road to the Col umbia as they have done to the Ohio." E ve n
in that very year these lone harbingers of the plains were falsifying
t he prediction. Even then they were making the world to assume a
new phase. Thoug h infinitely more a rduous. they were making the
road to the Columbia as plain as their forefathers had m ade it to the
Ohio , demonstrating the accessibility of the Columbia to American
families and settling thereby even in the twinkling of an eye the ques
t ion as to whom the coveted region was to belong. All honor, then ,
to the pilgr im fathers of Oregon. May their memory eve r be held in
affectionate remembrance by a grateful posterity; and may their trial s
and their constant courage amid d ifficult ies be a stimulus to thei r
ch ild ren to preserve intact and und efiled the g lorious heritage which
they have builded up on this soil.

It is not my purpose to-d ay to attempt to d eal with all t he thoughts
that are suggested on this occasion . The complete history of Oregon
extends over 300 years; it embraces: the claims of five differen t gov
ernments, it absorbs the interest of one episode of our national h is
tory and within the memory of men living it presents all the varied
and in tricately-woven phenomena of a people's life, considerations
which even in other hands could not p roper ly be presented within the
limits of a single address. I shall , therefore, limit myself to a con 
sideration of one or two features which the study of th is subj ect pre-
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seuts, I shall attempt to ravel out one or two threads from the rich
and varied materials before me.

The first thought which I wish to present to you is:

THE ROMANTIC E L E MENT IN TH E OR EGON STORY.

A few Jears ago the elder Choate spoke of the early history of New
E ngland as a field of rich promise for some writer of acknowledged
power, and called attention to the need that existed of illustrating the
early New E ngland life by means of fiction or romant ic narrative and
pointed to the way in which Si r Walter Scott h ad reproduced the Mid
dle Ages and made them vivid and fascinating by means of h is his.
torical novels. The same remark would at that time have applied
with equal justice to other portions of the continent, although ill the
meantim e considerable has been done to lessen, if we may so call it ,
this desideratum. Prescott has written h is ., Conquest of Mexico,"
where historic t ruth has become the m ost fascinating of romances.
Parkman has occupied the field of the rise and fatl of the French
power in America, and h as produced a beauti ful gallery of picturesque
characters and thrilling scenes. Hawthorne has written the " Scarlet
Letter," which as a portrait of the interior life of Puritan New Eng
laud will perish ouly wi th the language in which it was composed.

And yet no writer of commandiue genius has ever applied himself
to the Oregon story; and yet, unless I greatly deceive myself, no other
sect ion of the co unt ry, for an equal space of time at least, is r ich er ill
materials for high and inspiriting composition, and there is no other
section whose pioneer days possess m ore fitting scenes for romantic
and pitcuresque narrative than th is same story possesses.

\Vben a writerlike Froude, or :'aIacaulay , or :\Iotle}·, set ou t to depict
an h istori c period tbey do not deal with effect only, but also with causes ;
they do not mean to set down events in their ch ro nological order and
nothing more; they are not satisfied with mere surface m anifestations,
but they penetrate to the inner life o f a people, and search for the
hidden springs of human actions. Neither do the)' consider their
subject as insular or wrapped in seclusion, but as a part played in the
theatre where all the world 's a stage, and they, therefore, seek to
trace its connection with the trend of universal h istory, and to discover
what infl uence it has given to, or what effect 'it has received from , the
stirring moments thereof. I shall not, for obvious reasons, attempt to
portray the history of Oregon with such an object in view ; I have
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already disclaimed suc h an intention, but I may attempt to point out
the materials that ex ist for the composition of Oregon history' even
from this high standpoint .

Let me begin, then , by saying that Northwest America, or the couu
try lying west of the Rock y mountains and between the parellels 42
and S4 deg. 40 min. , and for a long time called Oregon, was the last
portion of the new world concerning which authentic informat ion
was received by E uropean nations. After the successors of Cortes
h ad abandoned their efforts to find a northwest passage the co untry
lay a very la ra incognitissima , the darkest o f lands, for t wo cen
turies ; and m arvelous in t he early days were the tal es which the
Spanish fancy and credulity carried back to Europe concern ing the
land Iring to the north of Cal ifornia ; wonderful stories of beautiful
lands, maj estic ri vers, powerful nations and state ly cities in its interior
depths. H alf in jest and half in earnest, gen ius and ph ilosoph y , too,
brought the resources o f this marvel ous land to their aid. Bacon here
placed h is Atlantis, that ideal and Utop ia n state in which the faculties
of man were to reach their highest perfection . Near to the strait of
Fuca Swift placed the scene of Captain Gulliver's most wonderful
adventure. And a century later the American poet took. as the sym 
bol of solitude, the count ry through which the Oregon rolled, where
there was no sound save the river' s own restless dashings.

And if we pass from thi s realm of poetry and credulity into the
region of historic truth , the story does not lose its ele men t of romance,
does not cease to be a theme of inspiritin g contemplation . For the
question , lying at the threshold of our inquiry', the query, " How did
Oregon come to be discovered ? " leads us at a single bound to the
morning of the world. We are face to face with speculations upon
India, and the influence she has exerted upon the course of h istory
and the destiny of nations. The products of her teeming millions,
her silks, her spices, h er preciou s stones, from time immemorial we
see co veted by the nations of the world. For these we see an Alexander
pass tbe Himilayas ; for t hese we see a Vasco de Gama double the
Cape of Good H ope ; for these we see the toiling caravans crossing
the dusty p lains, and along the line of this trade we see stately cities
spring into existence . Venier: t hrows her splendor in to the night of
Europe. Palmyra rears her columns upon the sands in yonder East,
and T)Te springs baek into life.

A shorter route to .. the islands of Cathay," was the cry of Europe.
Columbus attempted to fin d it and discovered a new world. Fran-



OREGO:oi" I' IOS EER ARe,ocIATIOK. 21

tically the nation s passed up and down its coasts to find a way through
it to the East, and in th is search the foo t of t he white man firs t
touched upon the soil of Oregon.

The next chapter in our story lead s us from the coveted riches of
the Orient to the wild passions of yonder Occident, t he storm and
tempest of though t and action . W e are in the m idst of t he reforma
tion. Its singing billows are around us. We are forced to take sides
in the great struggle. We kneel before the throne o f her Protestant
majesty, Elizabeth of England, or h is Catholic majesty, Philip of Spain,

Spain at th is period has been denominated the mightiest power of
Ch ristendom. Her shadow stretched across the Andes. Golden
streams poured into her lap from the custom houses of An twerp and
the mines o f Peru. On the brows of her sovereigns clustered the
CroWDS of Aragon and Castile, Milan, Naples and Sicily , and the
Spaniards themselves were beyond comparison the grandest and most
enligh tened people of civi liza tion . If such was her power in the
Old World in the new she put forth a claim t hat now staggers our con
cept ion . She claimed from the barren rocks of Patag onia to the
farthest limits o f the unknown North , and bad arrogated to herself
the: Pacific as an inland sea.

The English people, impassive, from the toughness o f their natures
not easily susceptible to new influences, remained. anchored to the
side of Europe, pursuing the avocations of their fathers and cutting a
poor figure indeed by the sid e of the august monarch y,

The spiri tual eathqueke shak es the intell ectual throne of the
world ; the choice of the ways is open to the nations; on one side
li berty with t he unt ried possibilities o f anarch)' and social dissolution ;
on the other security, but witb the human intell ect remaining
stationary and immovable. England chose the former ; Spain re
mained in the old ways.

Like fresh blood the new forces coursed through the E nglish
arteries. The nation awoke as from a dream . E ngland put on the
new life and became what she has ever since remained, the m istress
of the seas, the imperial mother of nations, the bul wark of democracy,
and the prolific sower of Iiberty and progress in every quarter of the
globe.

A nation can not stand still. It must move either forward or back
ward. Spain tried to stand still . Her intellect sh riveled in her brain ,
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her hand fell to her side, and she passed in to the long, long and
ig noble sleep.

The soil of Oregon is connected with this, the mightiest d rama of
modern times, in this wise. The outward symbols of Spain's decline
are four-the defeat of the Annada, the con traction of her E uropean
territory, the Nootka convention and the independence of her Ameri
can colon ies.

Traits of character remain after the causes which produced them
have disappeared. Though in I7S9 the Spanish power in America
was but a shadow of what it once had been, they put forth the same
claim that they had made in the august days of Philip and Charles.
They claimed the wh ole o f the western hemisph ere on its Pacific side.
In that year some British vessel s encb ored in Nootka sound engaged
in trading with the natives were seized by the viceroy of Mexico, and
th ereupon the Spanish government made to England au arrogant
protest against vessels of that nation trading on the American side of
the Pacific. England refused to acknowledge the justness of the
protest and assembled a powerful armament to back up her refusal.
Spain in alarm called upon L ouis XVI of France for aid. H e called
up the states general, but the spirit of the revolut ion was beginning
to crop out, and, under the advice of Mirabeau, they refused to accede
to the Spanish monarch other than a defensive aid. Spain was forced
to back down aud by a treaty known sometimes as the treaty of the
E scurial, and sometimes as the Nootka convention , Spain was forced
to accede to England the right to make settlements upon any unoccu
pied portion of the west coast of this coun try.

And if during th is period, which , not inappropriately, may be called
Oregon Under Foreign Rule, OUT h istorian pauses to take the dimeu
sions o f the characters by whom his h istory was made, he will not
find them fall below what is called the dignity of history. For first
o f all comes Hernando Cortez, the conqueror of Mexico. The strik
ing features of this remarkable man have been placed on imperishable
paper by the historian, to whom I have already referred. Next we
may consider Captain Cook, the circum navigator of the globe, whose
name first comes to us in ch ild hood , but which is one no Jess rever
enced by thoughtful manhood, because of the cont ributions which his
adventures have m ade to the deeper problems of science. And him.
the cherished hero of England's maritime achievements; him, the
rover of the Spanish main ; him, who climbed the heights of Darien
to view Balboa's sea, and fall upon his k nees praying God that he
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might there sail an Englisb ship ; him, who of his country was the
first to pass Magellan 's straits ; him, who ended the dream of .Speu isb
suprem acy on the Pacific, a nd founded the claim of England to the
Northwest coast ; h im, whose name has descended execrated, anath
ematized and damned by every Spanish tongue-surely no historian
will say that Francis Drake is unworthy his pen.

When he comes to consider the period when Oregon passed to
the United States, a historian of the class which I have taken as my
example, wishing to hunt for the hidden causes of actions, and wish
ing to show upon what slender binges great events sometimes turn,
would, perhaps, fi rst t ake us to the co urt of Versailles, where France
was torn by the revolution. H e would point ou t to us t wo Americans.
One John Ledyard , a Yankee sailor , who had gone with Captain Cook
around the world, who was there with a scheme, namely, to get French
capital invested in Oregon; the other, the American minister at Paris,
about the only one who paid any attention to Ledyard, a thoughtful ,
far-seeing statesman , who afterwards as President of the United States
was to add fresh honor to the fame he then bore of author of the
Declaration of Independence. It is not for me to speak of this man
or h is political career; how during his administration the Louisiana
trac t was purchased, and immed iatel y thereafter the Lewis and Clarke
expedition set out to explore the Columbia and its t ributaries as a
future home for American citizens, It was said of George the Third
that he " found England an empire and left it an island." It migh t
al most be said of Thomas Jefferson that he found the United States a
province and left it a continent. In his later li fe he said : .. I looked
forward with gratification to the time when its descendents , the firs t
set tlers of Oregon, would spread themselves th rough the whole len gth
of the coast, covering it with free and independen t Americans, uucon
nected with us but by the ties of blood and interest, end enj oying like
us the ri ghts of self-government." How vastl y grander is the actual
accomplish men t than even th is noble concep tion of the venerable
statesman.

Mr. Baker then went on to speak of the different phases of life
that had been manifested here with in the memory of men living.
Hall J. Kelly and his publications on Oregon ; Nathaniel Wyeth open
ing up the Oregon trail , t he Flat Head Indians and their j ourn ey east
in sea rch of the " book r" the missionaries ; \Vhitman 's ride, where
l ike another Napoleon, he battled with the infantry of suow a nd the
caval ry of the wild blast; the great immigration of '43, whose tri----
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umph over privations and trials be likened to the retreat of the famous
Greek Ten Thousand. He then referred to scenes in the Indian wars
as fitting scenes for a romance, especially the famous peace talk be
t ween Indian J oseph and General Lane, of which Judge Deady, who
viewed it as a young m an and with, unconsciously, perhaps, the same
thought in view as the speaker's, had said, .. It was worth y of the pen
of Sir Walter Scott and the pencil of Salvator Rosa." In concl usion
the speaker reiterated his statement that no other section of the coun
t ry had more inspiring materials for h istorical composition than Oregon.

COLONI ZATION.

Continuing, Mr. Baker next directed his audience's attention to
another feature peculiar to Oregon, and that was " The Gen ius of the
American Character in Colonization as Shown by the Oregon H istory."

I n no other feature is the saying that h istory repeats itself more
t rue than in t hat of colon ization, A powerful nation, like a tree when
it reaches maturity, throws out b ranches which, far from the parent
stem, extend its foliage and infl uence. Greece threw out colonies all
along t he Mediterranean coast ; even, it is said, to the borders of India.
Rome, too, established colonies in h er conquered provinces. England
and Spain were the greatest colonization nations in the New W orld.
O f these it may be said that some displayed a special aptitude for col
on ization, while others seemed totally lack ing in th at quality. Greece
used her colonies to increase her trade and importance, and by means
of these extended Greek civi lization far into Asia. Rome established
bodies of her citizens in her p rovinces. They became the nuclei of
Roman influence th erein. But the policy of Rome was power and
subjugation. Her government was wholly paternal. She maintained
her influence only by her arms, and when the city began to decline,
and the armies ' ....ere withdrawn to quell the urban disturbances, the
civilians followed them , and the last vestige of colonial influence dis
appeared . Now, of modern nations it may be said that E ngland's
policy of colon ization , in general, corresponds with that of Greece,
wh ile Spain more closet}' resembles that of Rome. One bas been a
powerful factor in extending civilization all over the world and build .
ing up the commercial and maritime importance of the mother country ,
while t he other has been AD endless se ries of catastrophes and bungl
ing errors and misfortunes.

We may be sure that when the American nation reaches it s
m aturity, its popnlation, too, will overflow across its confines; it, too,



OREGOS I' IOS EER AS80 CU,TJOS. 25

" i ll throw ont branches north and south upon this cont inent. It is
not uninteresting to inquire what , from the inherent charact er of the
people, will Iikely be thei r fate. I believe that the aptitude or the
unfitness of Americans for this feature o f government can only be
studied adequately in the h istory of Oregon . For this reason other
states and territories, when the)' were being settled , had bodies of citi
zens far in the depths of the wilderness, But one of two things was
true : either they were organized territories and leaned co mpletely on
the home governmen t , or they were not of sufficient numbers and
strength to organize for themsel ves any respectabl e system of pro
vincial government . California in some respects resembles Oregon,
But at tbf time of the great emigration sh e was a completely organized
territory, and had order secured by the mil itary arm of th e govern
ment. And another thing. Life there was maintained at such a high
pressure, it was so feverish and stilted that it can hardly be said to
represent American ch arac ter under ord inal)' conditions. The pio
neers o f Oregon were removed a continent from tbe home govern
ment; they received no aid whatever from it , and they were Amer
icans pursuing the ordinary avocations of life. Consequently I S8}"

that, because of t hese conditions, the pioneer days of Oregon should
show the American character for colonization pure and simple.

Law, 1. e., civil as distinguished from natural, ma}' be said to be a
command issued b)' a human superior to a human inferior. A clear
and accurate conception of this m ust lie at the foundation of all go'\"
ern men ts , and especially all governments by the people. In the
pioneer days of Oregon I find th is universally ad mitted that the com
munity was superior to the individual Law at this period, we will
sa}', bad not been created by positive enactment. Neverthel ess it
existed ; as the French say. it was 'I in the air." Men did , or re frained
from doing, some act because of its bearing on the rights of the com
munity. Commander Wilkes observed this, and spoke of the moral
rode which, in their dealing wi th one another, they respected. Now ,
as long as the use of law was to protect meu 's persons from vi olen ce
or their good names fro m disgrace or to enforce their mntualobliga
tions, this probably was sufficient. But when, in 184(, Ewing Young
died, coueiderable of an estate was left to be disposed of. The neces
s ity of some power to rightfully distribute this or probate it was felt.
At his funeral the first steps were taken for the organization of the
provisional government. A large part of the community, the French
Canadians, did not believe in the American genius for governing h im
self, and they refused to come into the conven tion. They said they



26 SIS ETEENTII ANSeAL REUNION"

did not believe there was any need for a government, and besides they
did not think it co uld be successfully operated . for, said they, "men
of laws are sca rce." \Vhat a co n trast between Oregon to-day and the
time sh e was suffe ring because men of laws were scarce.

But the Americans were eq ual to the emerge ncy. They deftly
represented to the disaffected element that there was need of organ
izing , at least against the wild an imals. Woeful tales were related
of the ravages of the" varmints." and one enterprising American told
how be bad been chased up a tree by a bear, and was only released
from his unpleasant predicament by the timely arrival of his wife and
the hired man. Finally, afte r many con tingencies, a complete ma
ch inery of government was set up and a code of laws enacted'. These
border Solons may not have been men of laws in the technical
sense, but they cu lled out and established upon this soil the best re
sults of E nglish and American legislation, those great principles
which have been the bulwark of freedom for 800 years.

They laid in the language as follows, the foundation of the juris
prudence which is administered here to-day :

No person shou ld be disturbed on account of his mode o f worship
or religious sen timen t. E very inhabitant should have the benefit of
trial by j ury, and the writ of habeas corpus. No man 's p roperty
should be taken from him for public use without just compensation
therefor ; schools and the means of education were to be encou raged ,
with freedom of discussion and freedom of the press .

From the inherent weakness or wicked ness o f man, all gover n
ments are more or less imperfect. I believe that a body of l aws
founded upon the p rincip les here laid down, together with the l egiti
mate amplifications thereof correctly administered, would be the
h ig hest for m of goverment that bas been h ither to att ained.

I think , then, from a fair and legitimate study o f the provisional
government o f Oregon, we may enter tain gratifying an ticipat ions that
when the American nation shalt send its peop le to the northward and
the southward upon this cont inen t to imprint its p rinciples upon
foreign soil , and to there raise the banner of its freedom and its insti
tutions, however g reat the obstacles to be overcome, they wilt prove
not unequal to the emergency, will not be lacking in the virtue most
requisite for the successful completion of a11 suc h movements, namel y,
the instinct of political se lf.preservation.
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TREATMENT OF THE INDIANS.

I have been dealing with features which I consider are peculiar to
Oregon history, and as the last of these I wish to notice one about
which a great deal has been said, and upon which much undiscerning
cri ticism has been passed, and that is The Contrast Between the Amer
ican and the Hudson 's Bay Company' s Treatment of the Indians.

The Americans and the Hudson 's Bay Company were engaged in a
long and violent strugg le for the possession of Oregon. During its
existence the humane, liberal and, we may say, Christian treatment
of the Indians by the company, and their harsh, unyielding and at
times unfair treatment by the Americans, was a constant source of
comment by whites favorable to the company, and since that time
American whites have had to acknowledge that the cri ticism was j ust.
But, like a great many oth er questions, if we stop there we get only
half the truth. We get an effect, but completely miss its . cause,
without which phenomenon cannot be rightly understood. Now, that
we may the better unde rs tand this, let us glance a moment at the
Hudsou'a'Bay Company and its policy, and see what it really was.

"The Hudson 's Bay Company of Gentlemen Adventurers of Eng
land " was chartered by King Charles II to "his dearly beloved
cousin, Prince Rupert," and seventeen others, to find a northwest
passage leading from Hudson's Bay, and also " for th e finding of some
trade in minerals, fur and other commodities." The first of these
purposes, the search for the northwest passage, was earl y abando ned ,
or never seriously put into operat ion. Under the operat ion of the
second the compauy rose in importance and increased the scene of its
operat ions uutil, with the exception of the E ast India Company, it
became the mightiest co rporation of modern times. Confining itself
to trading trinkets, tobacco and gewgaws to the Indians for valuable
fu rs, it amassed such wealth that it became a monopoly con tinental
ill its reach, and of such strength that for 100 years parliament co uld
not break its power . F rom Montreal to F ort Vancouver, from the
Great Salt Lake to the tide waters of the Mackenzie, like Milton 's
invoked spir it, " dove-like it sat brooding on the vast abyss." The
policy of the Hudson's Bay Company was to propagate fur. It wished
the upper h alf o f North America as a game preserve . Whatever was
for the Indian s' interest was for its interest, too, and whatever dis
turbed the hunttng grounds disturbed it also . The com pany protected
the Indians and deal t with them humanely, for the reason that it
would have been suici dal for it to have done otherwise.



28 toJNETEENTH A NN UAL REUNION

Now comes t he question as to the right of the wbite man to take
from the Indian his lands. Into this I shalt not ente r; but I say,
right or wrong , it was inevitable. The sum of life on the earth is an
eternal warfare ; they who in waters glide, the}' who stately t read or
lowly creep; li fe in th e sea, life on laud, ti fe in the ai r , is engaged in
a never-ceasing st ruggle for existence, in which the fi ttest survive and
the u n fi ttest perish. A not very pleasant thought, say you; well, it
const itutes the principle, and the only p rinciple by which the race is
advanced, and by virtue of this principle, whenever civilizat ion and
savagery h ave m et, savagery b as b ad to succumb.

They met in the vall eys of Oregon , and savagery, not with out
bloody protests, succumbed. Let the t ru th be told. We must admit
that when men have seen in nocent babes butchered before their eyes,
when the)' have see n virtue outraged aud violated, when in the dead
of night t hey have beeu awakened by the yell s of the savages aud the
flames of their own cabins, by the necessity of the case they have
been forced to become a little less scrupulous in their method of
dealing 'with the authors of these events than the h ighest, rules of
civilized warfare prescribed. It is the same old story. If the Pilgrims
will not disturb the quiet of the wigwams in the Plymouth woods ; if
the J amestown colon ists will not trespass upon the hunting grounds
up the J ames river, pay t heir savage and pagan neighbors in cheap
finery and trinkets (or tendi ng steel traps, marry their sous to thei r
t aw ny daugh ters, there will be no t roubl esome Indian question , and
D O Un ited States !

But it is time for these remarks to close. We, of a younger geu
eration , meet with the pioneers of Oregon to d ay to make grateful
recog nition of their se rvices and to express our appreciation of that
favor of Providence which has th us l engthened out their lives to view
the munificent fruits of their labors. What Oregon is to-day is their
work . Whatsoever th iugs are here be holden of learning, of advance
ment and of domestic or public worth is owing to t hem. If our work
shall speedily be forgotten, theirs is safe fro m the touch of time.
Their ch ildren can not forget them if they would, for, even to the
farthest generations, they shall behold little else than the evidences
of their lives.

The p ioneer's work is done, and the p ioneer has ceased from his
labor. Some have gone the way of all the earth; some linger sti ll,
wh ile the shadows creep further to the east . Fortunate men ! H eaven
hat h bequeathed you a felicity unusual to those of earth. You look
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out upon a land , which from the wilderness you reclaimed, and see it
filled with happy homes and peaceful firesides. You look out upon
the earth, and see that the sun in all his course does not visit a land
more happy, more prosperous or more lovely than this your own
beloved Oregon. Yours is a victory of peace, a triumph of happiness,
and the volume of its effect will swell beyond state or mountain
barrier, and will glow and brighten in the coming ages,

' ....hen the war drum heals no longer and the batt le flag s are furl ed
In the parliament of man , the federa tion of the world.



OCCASIONAL ADDRESS.
•

BY GI-;O RGE H. BURNETT, ESQ.

Pioneers 0/ Oregon, Ladies and Genllem en :- We m eet to-day in
the metropolis of the Northwest, surrounded by all the evidences of
the most advanced civilization, where, within the m emory of those
yet living, nothing existed save a trackless forest.

To think that in fifty years, speak ing in round numbers and allow
ing a liberal margin for want of accuracy in dates, the t raveler is
hur ried into the city by steam, and transported h ither and thither
about the streets by the swift-going cable and electric cars, where once
the most rapid means of transit was the slow-moving ox team, rivals
the story o f Aladdin 's lamp.

Within ninety years ago Captain Clarke ascended the then Mult
nomah river, to a point near the Portland of to-day, a nd gave the
name of the president of the United States to Mount J efferson, which
h e discovered on that j ourney.

The superstitious savages, whom h e frightened into furn ishing him
food, by the burning of a port fire match and the movements o f the
compass needle in obedience to a magnet, h ave been succeeded, as
in habitan ts of the country, by people of the highest grade of cultu re.

Within half a cen tury more has been accomplished in the develop
ment of civ ilization, in a count ry absolutely new, than Rome or Greece
attained in the centuries of their existence. H ow short the span, yet
h ow much of importance is cro wded upon its arch, may well excite
ou r wonder and illustrate the magic power of Amerieau intellect and
energy.

'Ve learn from the constitu tion of the Oregon Pioneer Association
that its obj ects a re , j to collect from living witnesses such facts relat
ing to the pioneers and history of the territory of Oregon as the Asso
ciat ion may deem worthy of preservation, and to promote social
intercourse among its members."
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The history of the territory hasbeen already ably written by mem
bers of your Association, inspired not only by native ability but al so
by the eloquence of the events they narrated .

H on. L. F . G rover has concisely stated the evidence of prior dis
covery of this coun try by Americans , and the events which led to the
treaty of 1846 on the boundary question.

The facile and scholarly pen of H ou . Matthew P. Deady, equally
apt in literature and iu law, has enlarged upon that branch of the sub
ject, and while adorning- the story with sketch es of men of the early
times h as gone furth er, and in company with the voluble research of
judge Thornton, has given us the history of the dawn of government
in Oregon.

H on. j ohn Kel say has always been authori ty on historical ques
tions, in whatever field research may turn, and following the natural
bent of his mind towards legal lore, he, too, h as placed on record h is
observations on the ri se of our j u risprudence.

Probably no man in Oregon has had a wider observation of men
and events from h is point of view, or put m ore on record as historical
mater ial , than Willard H. Ret's . The commentaries of H on. j ohn
Minto, of 1844, on the events and experiences of those days, bear the
impress of a well stored mind, and in the narration of h is own ~r

formauces, in comi ng to settle in Oregon , he has set a pace of se lf
relian ce and pluck that m ay sa fely be taken as a pattern by euy
ambitious young American.

In addition to other matters of importance , J udge Strong gave us
a full and accurate history of early steam navigation, and it seems
that no one else has sough t to enter upon that pbase of history to add
to the completeness of his narrative.

The review would lengthen out too far if I should go over in detail
the writings of H ou . Medorem Crawford , a type of the best and fittest
of the pioneers, in all that make a broad-minded and honorable
cit izen, or of the popular and honored Nesmith, the scholarly Dr.
Atk inson, or the eloquent E lwood E vans, or the master legal mind of
Oeo. H . Williams, and others well deserving credit as h istorians of
thi s western coun try.

In view of what has been written and appears of record in the
transactions of your society it would be foll y for a native, born after
the most importan t events transpired, which assured the establishmen t



32 NISETEKNTII A~N'UAL REU'KION

of American institutions in this country, to attempt to produce before
you any new things of historical importance. Indeed, it would seem
that the reason for an annual address had failed, and to my mind the
only excuse for it that occ urs is the inborn desire of Americans to
hear 8 speech on every public occasion .

I trust you will pardon me if I recall a few leading features of the
oft-told tale of territorial h istory, with a tithe of passing comment,
and a glance at the results of pioneer day.

The selection of the rgtb day of J une as Pioneer Day is due to the
suggestion of Hon. S. F. Chadwick , in his letter of November 19,
1873, to Han. J. 'V. Gri m, then president of the Association. It is the
date of the treaty made in 1846 between the United States and Great
Britain, establishing the 49th parallel of north latitude as the boundary
between our country and Canada. The ratifications of this treaty were
exchanged at London July 17, 1846, and it was made public in America
by the proclamation of President Polk, of date August 5, of that year.

While all honor is due to the pioneers who came here and built up
an American state, still. I do not think it can be justly claimed for
them that their advent into the country south of the Columbia river
had much, if any, influence on the settlement of the question of
boundary between the two countr ies. I am aware that it is popularly
believed that the immigrations prior to 1846 constitu ted a factor in the
negotiations on this subject, but it would seem that this view can
properly apply only to the coun try now embraced in the state of
Washington.

As earl y as 1825. the Hudson 's Bay Company, the nucleus and
conservator of British interests on this coast , officially informed its
factors and agents that in no event could the E nglish claim any terri
tory south of the Columbia. Thereafter the com pany did not attempt
to establish any permanent posts south of that river. The proposal of
the forty-ninth parallel of latitude as the international boundary had
come from our government , in response to a proposal of the Columbia
by Great Britain, but both were rej ected, and the joint occupancy of
the Oregon co untry cont inued under the treaty of 18I S and renewals
thereof. In 1846, our governm en t gave notice, under the terms of the
treaty, of the termination of this j oint occupancy. This precipitated
the settlement of the boundary co n troversy. England then offered
the forty-ninth parallel, and it became a question between that offer
and the shibboleth, .. Fifty-four, Fort), or Fight," which, after all the
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brag and bluster at the hustings, was settled in favor of the latest
English proposition .

It would seem from this that the country south of the Columbia
was never really in con troversy, bu t was included in the join t occu
pan cy, perhaps as a mere convenience in making the treaty.

The meeting of the set tlers at Champoeg in May, 1843, at which
fifty-two favored the report of the committee for organizing a govern
ment, and fifty, composed mai nly of former employes of the Hudson's
Bay Com pany, were opposed to it, bas been cited and commented
upon, as a contest as to whether America or Eng land should rule and
possess the co unt ry .

•But careful attentiou to the facts shows that the question there
decided was not to whom the count ry belonged, but whether or not
there should be governmental organization in edvence of authori ty
therefor emanating from the general government,

It is reasonable to suppose, that the French Canadians, m ost of
whom had but recently been employes of the Hudson' s Bay Company,
were clannish enough to vote together to oppose an organ izat ion in
which the Ameri cans were sure to be leaders to the excl usion of
themselves. And th is result would natu ra lly happen, without refer
ence to the question of E nglish or Ameri can cont rol, At all events,
no serious opposit ion was made to the provisional government, which ,
by the terms of its organ ic la w, was to last only till such time as the
United States govern ment should extend its j urisdiction- over tbis
coun try.

It is not, of course, to be doubted for a moment, that if occasion
had arisen , the courage which inspired Ameri cans to make the long
j ourney across the plain s, and become home builders in the Occiden t,
would have nerved them to a conflict with Great Britain in defense of
those homes.

There was no element of expatriation in crossing the plains, and
without going into a d iscussion of what on r northern boundary should
have been, it is safe to presume that if the national conncils had had
more of the courage of the western pioneer, our flag would beve
floated north of Vancouver's island.

THE AMERICA N IDEA.

The early efforts to form the provision al government were d ue to
the American idea of self-govem meut by the people, The only power
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theretofore existing for protection against hostile Indians, and Against
violation of individual rights, was the Hudson 's Bay Company. Dr.
McLoughlin, at its head, was virtually the sovereign. His adminis
tration of the position in which circumstances had placed him was
wise and good. I early learned from my father, a pioneer of 1846, to
admire Dr. McLoughlin, and my reading in man hood has served to
intensify the impressions of childhood regarding his character. The
fact that such a man was in the station h e occup ied was a blessing of
Providence on our people, for where h e could have done harm he did
good ; and it must have been the spirit of Beelzebub that inspired any
of h is con temporaries to say augbt of det raction against him.

But the good doctor was liable to be deposed at any time, and
however beneficial to the people his direction of the company 's
affairs-however much it stood instead of good g overnment-it was
not self-govennent , and therefore not American g overnment.

The American idea inspired the wolf meeting on French prairie,
which grew 6.nally into the legislative committee, and then into the
provisional government with the j ud icious Abernethy at its head. Its
symbol was not the lion , but the eagle ; and it flew with its own
wings-its banner was the stars and stripes.

While some of the early legislation was crud e, it was in the main
wise and beneficial. The growth of the social fabric, beginning in
necessity a nd ripening into jnrisprudence, was an illustration-an
object lesson-s-fit to accompany the commentar ies of the old legal
writers on the origin of law-with this exception, that, where in the
olden time, the survival of the fittest elevated to supremacy in govern
ment some king, American liberty tolerated no such resu lt in the
genesis of our western commonwealth . Fortunately for the country
just and prudent m en were call ed into public service. Men who had,
in the trying ordeal of crossing the plains, shown themselves to be
men of excellence, were intrusted with public office. In the infancy
of Oregon public position did not excite the cu p id ity of designing
politicians, and hence the best men were advanced by the popular will.
\Vith men like J esse Applegate and Daniel Walde intrusted with legis
lative affairs, the ends of practical justice were sure to be subse rved.

CURIOUS FEATURES

Some curious features appear in the early legislation. For-instance,
the act of the legislative committee in 1844, to provide by taxation for
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supporting the government, instead of by subscription as theretofore,
we find the provisions of the fourth section to be, "that any person
refusing to pay tax, as in this act required, shall have no benefit of
the laws of Oregon. and shall be disqualified from voting at an y
election in this country." Our revolutionary fathers had said to the
mother country, uNo taxtation without representation," but our early
Oregon government reversed this, and declared to its subj ects the
principle of " no representation without taxation."

The provisional government having its or igin in the various infor
mal assemblies of 1841-4'2, developed into one of considerable system
and strength, continuing, until by its own terms, it was superseded by
the authori ty of the general government in 1849. The fact that it
con tinued so long and accomplished so much in the face of suc h
adverse circumstances, is a tribute not only to the value of popular
govern men t , but al so to the sterliug worth of the pioneers.

The unsettled state of the count ry, the illy concealed jealousy of
English interests, the isolation from all other organized government,
the hostility of the Indians, were obstacles that would have first dis
couraged , and next defeated any other men than Americans. But
force of character, love of liberty and law, th at sym pathy engendered
by toils together in the long j ourney hither, formed compacting influ
ences that sustained the early settlers in the creation of the state.

TRAITS OF CHARACTER.

Indeed, the conditions surrounding the early settlers developed the
best traits of character. One writer of those times says: " They
were all honest because there was nothing to steal; they were all sobe r
because there was no liquor to drink ; there was no mi sers because
there was no money to hoard; and they were all industrious, because
it was work or starve. "

H ospitality to the ex tent of all they h ad to be hospitable with ,
was characteristic of the pioneers, and this was founded not only on
the absence of places of public en tertainment but on innate good
will. It continued to be so, long after Oregon became a state. I my
self have h eard such men as James Fulkerson, at camp meetings and
other public assemblies, g ive a general and cord ial invitation to all
who wished, to stay at his house and eat at his table. Barring the
poverty those early days were a miniature golden age. The pioneers
were generous to each other. For instance, the custom was when one
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would kill a beef he would distribute it among h is neighbors, reserving
for himself only enough for present use. In cases of sickness or
death the utmost kindness and sympathy was manifested. I d on't
think any old Yamh ill se ttler every k new that bluff', hearty sailor
fro m the v State o' Maine, " Charles Berry, or, as we called h im,
"Yankee" Berry, ever to charge anyth ing for mak ing a coffin . And
I know that before the days of cemeteries in that county, there was
more than one lonely grave inclosed with a neat paling made by him
without request or charge.

The pioneer was patriotic. Though beyond the organized a uthority
of h is government he preserved his allegiance to the stars and stripes.
Though the fierce discussions up to 1860 in co ngress produced visibl e
effects in Oregon, yet the pioneer remained true to the old government .
The fondness for the rights of the people, the love of civil and relig
ious liberty , 'Wh ich characterized the pioneers, have stamped them
selves upon our state constitution. I ndeed, that instrument is a re
flection of the character of tbe men who framed it, and bears marks
of the times in which it was made.

ORGAKIZATIOK O F ST AT E GOVERNMENT.

By a vigorous Anglo-Saxon preamble, the obj ect of the constitution
is declared to be the establishment of justice, tbe maintenance of
order and the perpetuation of liberty . Immediately following this,
equality of rights, freedom of worship and of conscience, and effectual
divorcement of state from church, are laid down in unmistakable
terms. Personal liberty is guarded with j ealous care. In fact, the
whole constit ution seems to have been framed with a view to make the
burdens and restrictions of government as few and as light as possible .

The constitutional convention handled the slavery question very
g ingerly . On the first day of the session of that body Mr . Applegate,
o f Umpqua county, offered the following resolutions :

W HE REAS, A large portion of th e delegates to this convention
have been chosen by the people with the expressed or implied under
standing that the question of slavery woul d not be decided for them
by th is body, but submitted to them in such a manner as to enable
them to vote upon it as a distinct issue : therefore,

Resolved. First-The discussion of the subj ect of slavery by this
body is out of place and uncalled for, and only calculated to engender
bitter feelings among the members o f tb is body, destroy its harmony,
retard its business and unnecessarily prolong its session.
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Second-That the committee whose duty it shall be to draft rules
for this conven t ion be instructed to declare all debate upon the
subject of slavery, either as au abstract proposition or as a mere
matter of poticy , out of order.

Although the resolution was indefinitely postponed on the follow
ing day on motion of Judge Olney , the convent ion followed its
p reamble in its su bsequent deliberations, and provided for the subm is
sion of that question to the people as a separate issue.

The sam e sentiment that inspired the act of June 26, 1844, prohibit
ing both slavery and free negroes in the state of Oregon, seems to
have animated the people who voted on the adoption of the constitu
tion, for the result was overwhelmingly against both slavery and the
presence of free negroes.

The thirty-fifth clause of the bill of rights required the legislature
to "provide by penal laws for the removal, by public officers. of all
such negroes and mulattoes, and for their effectual exclusion from the
state and for the punishment of persons who shall bring them into the
state, or employ or harbor them. " The prohibition o f slavery was in
line with subseque nt events, but the whole matter was not for Oregon
or any state to decide. Providence had decreed that this di sgrace to
American institutions should sink forever in the mighty storm that
was eveu then darkening ou r national horizon . This provision of the
const itution of Oregon , so far as I now recollect, proved ab ortive and
no one was ever removed from the state because he was a free negro,
or punished because he employed or harbored one.

Although our constitution is to the Oregon of to-day in many
respects like the garments of a boy on a full grown m an , and needs
amending and enlarging to suit the needs of the larger and more
popular state, yet in the main it s provisions are well suited to a wise
and conservative scheme of gover nment, and should be largely used
in the formation of a new constitution.

Taken altogether, it reflects the wisdom and prudence of its framers,
although in many parts it bears the impress of the primit ive condi
tions prevalent at the time of its adoption, conditions not in keeping
with the present. The d ifficulty of amendment by the process pre·
scribed in the instrument itself, coupled with an aversion to enter
upon the experiment of ch ange, has hitherto kept it intact ; but the
time is almost ripe for a constitut ional con ven t ion . The extravagance
of municipal indebtedness should be check ed, corporate interests
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should be more explicitly regulated, the salaries of state officers
should be placed at amounts which good judgment would estimate to
be in keeping with their duties and responsibilities, and should Dot
depend for sufficiency, as at present, upon a forced construction of
the co nstitut ion that smacks st rongly of violation.

The growing needs of this en larged commonwealth on more than
one occasion have strained the present constitu tion, and there is a
con tinual temptation to violate it. It should be brought up abreast
of the times, and, in the interest of conservatism, it should be done
while we yet may ava il ourselves of the wisdom and experience of
those who have .seen the state outgrow the measure they placed upon
it in territorial days.

TH E OREGON OF T O· DA Y .

Oregon of to-day, with four transcontinental lines of railroad
leading to it and others already projected, is not the Oregon that could
only be reached by a six months' j ourney by land or a long sea voyage.
The Oregon with its fruits and factories in the Willamette, its vine
yards in the south, its grain , wool and mines in the Inland Empire,
its fisheries and lumber in the west, and its varied com mercial
interests pervading its whole territory , is not the Oregon over which
you could once ride for days without crossing a fen ce.

These things, 0 Oregon pioneers, you have seen-of them you
were a part-of them we of the succeeding generations are the pro
duct , ready to maintain all you have achieved, eager at all times to go
on to greater developments and mount loftier heights of success. We
may not, for want of opportunity, imitate you in conquering by
peaceful occupation a vast empire, but we can draw in spiration from
your energy-we can honor your integrity by the practice of the
'virtues you have taught us. You accomplished the final stage in the
course of empire towards the west. With unparalleled bravery you
m et and triumphed over dangers that would have appalled any but
the stoutest hearts.

Soldiers of the western stock marched from Atl anta to the eastern
ocean , but they were a seasoned and disciplined army under the guide
of the watchful Sherm an . Thousands of brave Americans, like
Armistead, Kemper and Garnett, marched in the face of death across
the valley of Ge ttysburg, and laid down their lives under the trusted
generalsh ip of their venerated Lee. F or more than a year the legions
of the tireless Grant continually fought for the flag of our country,
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from the Wilderness to Cold Harbor. from Cold Harbor to P etersburg.
from Petersburg to Appomattox. Yet all these were inspired by the
pomp and circumstance of war, the thirst for g lory. that frenzy of
pat riotism that counts life a small sacrifice for triumph. But equally
as brave-equally g lorious-were t he men and their wives, who with
out discipline or organizatio n, with their toddling ch ild ren and their
scant array of household goods, exposed themselves to sickness and
fatigue, and hostile Indians, and ofttimes to starvation and death , and
marched for six mon ths to reach Oregon-not to rest, but to still
greater toils-to isolation from kindred and the comforts of civilization,
yet to one of the most renowned victories of peace .

The re will be no more p ioneers. The descendents of J apheth going
westward have met those o f Shem who departed eastward , thus com
ple ting the circuit of the earth; and it was your part, nobly sustained,
my venerable countrymen, to fin ish the work of subduing the ear th
according to the plan conceived by the di vine mind ages ago.

May the commonwealt h you created remain true to t he p rinciples
o f justice upon which you founded it. May it be forever p reserved,
both from plutocracy and commu nism, from t he torch and bomb of
the anarchist and the va n ity and selfish ness of the millionaire . And
may the b lessings of heaven rest richly upon the Oregon pioneers
and permit t hem to li ve long and happily u nder the government of a
model state.



A JOURNEY ACROSS THE PLAINS IN 1836.

JOURNAL OF MRS. M AR CUS WH ITMAN.

[The following was secured through Rev. Myron E ells, of Union
City, Washington , a member of ou r Association, who writes as (0110\\'5
to your Secretary under date of Augustg r, 1&)1 : " I have fortunatel y
been able to obtain a copy of this journal, which h as lain in manu
script among some relations of Dr. Whitman 's in New York for the
past fifty- two years, and is now for the first time given to the public,
with some unimportant omissions. T hat which refers to the journey
from Liberty , Missouri, to Fort Hall, is in the shape of a letter begun
June 27th and fin ished at Fort Hall on July rSth. For the rest of the
way it is m uch more copious , and in regular j ournal form. She wrote
to his rel ations, at his request, because he had ' been pressed above
measure with care, labors and anxieties aU the way.' " -SeCRETARY; ]

PLATTE RIVER, SOUTH SIDE, SIX DAYS ABOVE THE}
FORT LARAMI E FORK, NEAR TIlE FOOT 011 THE
ROCKY MOUNTAINS, J une 27, 1836

Dear Brother and S isler Wh itman:-\Ve were in perplexity when
we left Liberty , but it has been overruled for good. I 'Wrote Mother
Loomis from the Otoe Agency . We 'Were in still greater perple xity
there, 'While cross ing our baggage. Husband became so completely
exh austed with swimming the river on Thursday, May ct b , that it was
with difficulty he made the shore the last time. Mr. Spaulding was
sick , ou r two hired men were good for noth ing ; we could not obtain
much assistance from the Otoes. for they were away from the village ;
we had but one canoe, made of sk ins, and that pertly eaten by the
dogs the night before. We got everything over by Friday night. We
did not get ready to start until Saturday afternoon. By this time
the [American Fur] company had four and a half days the advance of
us. It seemed scarcely possible for us to overtake them, we h aving
two more difficult streams to pass, before they would pass the Pawnee
villages. Beyond there we dare not venture more than one day. \Ve
were at a stand ; but 'with the advice of brethren Merrill and Dunbar
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-missionaries among the Pawnees-after a concert of prayer on the
subj ect, we decided to start and go as far as it would be prudent for us.
Brother Dunbar kindly consented to become our pilot, until we could
get another. He started with us and came as far as the Elkhorn river,
then the man Major Dougherty sent for , for us, came up, and Mr•

•
Dunbar returned. \Ve had passed the river on Monday morning and
taken down the rope, when our pilot and his Indian came up. It was
with difficulty we crossed him and returned Mr. Dunbar. While on
the opposite shore, just ready to leave us, he called to us to receive h is
parting advice, with a word of caution which wiU never be forgotten.
Our visit with him and Broth er Men-ill 's family was indeed refreshing
to our thirsty sp irits-kindred spiri ts rej oicing in the self denials and
labors of missionary life. .

The next day, in the morning , we met a large party of Pawnees
going to the fort to receive their annuities. They seemed to be very
mu ch surprised and pleased to see white females; many of them had
never seen any before. They are a noble Indian-large, athletic
forms, dignified coun tenances, bespeak ing an immortal existence
within. When we had said what we wished to them, we hurried on,
and arrived at the Elkhorn in time to cross all our effects.

Here I must tell you how much good Richard, J ohn and Samuel
Pacific coast Indian boys whom Dr. Whitman had taken to New York
with him the year before--did us. They do the most of driving the
cattle and loose horses. Occasionally husband and myself would ride
with them as company and encouragement. They came up to the
river before us, and seeing a skin canoe on the opposite side, they
stripped themselves, wound their sh irts around their heads, and swam
over and back again with the canoe by the time we came up. We
stretched a rope across the river and pulled the goods over in the
canoe without much difficulty.

Monday and Tuesday we made hard drives-Tuesday especially.
We attempted to reach the Loup Fork that night, and a part of us
succeeded. Those in the wagons drove there by J J o'clock, but it wa s
too much for the cattle. There was no water or feed short of this.
We rode with Richard and John until 9 o 'clock, and were all very
mu ch fatigued. Richard proposed to us to go on and he and John
would stay on the prairie with the cattle, and drive them in in the
morning. We did not like to leave them, and so we concl uded to
stay. Husband had a cup tied to h is saddle, in which he milked
what we wanted to drink; this was our supper. Our saddle blankets,
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with ou r India rubber cloaks, were our beds. H aving offered up our
thanksgiving for the blessings of the day and seek ing protection for
the night, we committed ou rse lves to rest. \Ve awoke in the morning
much refreshed and rode into camp before breakfast- five miles.
The Fur Companywas on the opposite side of the river, which we
forded, a nd, without unloading our wagon much, were ready to move
again about noon. 'We wished to be with the company when they
passed the Pawnee village. This obliged us to make a day's drive to
the camp in half a day, which was too bad for our horses. We d id
not reach them until 1 o'clock at night.

The next day we passed all their villages. We, especially, were
visited by them both at noon and at night ; we ladies were such a
curiosity to them. They would come a nd stand around our ten t, peep
i n, and grin in their astonishment to see such looking obj ects.

Since we came up with the camp, I rode in the wagons most of the
way to the Black Hill s. It is astonishing h ow well we get along with
our wagon s where there are no roads. I think I may say it is easier
traveling here than on a ny turnpike in the States.

On the way to the bnffalo country we h ad to bake bread lor ten
persons. It was difficult at first, as we did not understand work ing
out-doors; but we became accustomed to it, so that it became quite
easy. June fou nd us ready to recei ve our first t aste of buffalo. Since
that time I have had but little to do with cooking. Not one in our
number relishes buffalo meat as well as my h usband a nd I. He has a
differen t way for cooking every piece of meat. I believe Mother
L oomis would give up to him if she were h ere. We ha ve h ad no
bread since. We have meat and tea in the m orn , and tea and m eat
at noon. All ou r variety consists of the different ways of cooking.
I relish it well an d it agrees with me. My health is excellent . So
long as I have buffalo meat I do not wish anything else. Sister
S paulding is affected by it considerably-has been quite sick.

\Ve feel that the Lord has blessed us beyond our most sanguine
expectations. We wish our frie nds at home to unite with us in thanks
giving and praise for His g reat mercies to us. We are a m onth ear lier
this year than husband was last, and the company wish to be at Ren
dezvous by the ath of July. \Ve h ave just crossed the river and shan
leave here to-morrow morning,

Now, Sister J ulia, between you and me, I j ust want to tell you how
much trouble I have had with Marcus, two or three weeks past. He
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was under the impression that we had too much baggage, and could
not think of anything so easy to be dispensed with as his own wearing
apparel-those sh irt s the ladies made him just before he left home,
his black suit and overcoat- these were the condemned articles. Sell
them he must, as soon as he gets to the fort. But first I would not
believe him in earnest. All the reasons I could bring were of no avail
-he still said he m ust get rid of them. I told him to sell aU of mine,
too; I could do without them better than he could. Ind eed, I did
not wish to dress unless he could. I finally said that I would write
and get S ister J u lia to plead for me, for I knew you would not like to
have him sell them, better than I should . This was enough ; be
knew it would not do to act con trary to her wishes, and said no more
about it . . .

J uly 16th.-\Vhen I wrote this letter I ex pected an opportun ity to
send it immediatel y , but we d id not m eet the party expected, and have
had no opportunity since. \Ve are now at the Rocky Mountains, at
the encampment of Messrs. McLeod and McKay, expecting to leave
on Monday morning for Walla Walla. It seems a specia l favor that
that company has come to Rendezvous this season ; for otherwise we
would h ave h ad. to have gone with the Indians a difficult route, and so
slow that we should have been late at Walla Walla, a nd not h ave h ad
the time we wanted to make preparations for winter. H usband h as
written the particulars of our arrival , meeting the Indians, etc., to
Brother Henry.

One particular I will mention , which b e did not . As soon as I
aligh ted from my horse I was met by a company of matron native
women, one after another shaking hands and salu ting me with a most
hearty k iss. This was unexpected and affected me very much. They
gave Sister Spauld ing the same salutation. After we had been seated
awhile in the midst of the gazing th rong, one of the chie fs, whom we
had seen before, came with his wife and very politely introduced h er
to us. They say they all like us very much, a nd thank God that they
have seen a s, and that we h ave come to live with them .

It was tr-uly pleasing to see the meeting of Richard and John with
their fri ends. Richard was a ffected to tears. His father is not here
but several of his t ribe and brethren are. When they met each took
off his hat and shook hauds, as respectfully as in civilized life.
Richard does not give up the idea of again seeing Rushville .

Your affectionate sister ,

NARCISS A.
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July 18th.-Under the p rotect ion of Mr. McLeod and his co mpany
we left the Rendezvous a nd came ten miles in a south wester ly direc
tion. The F latheads and some of the S nake Indians accompanied us
a short distance. We m ake hut one camp a day.

On the 22d we had a tedious ride, as we traveled till h alf-past four
P. M. I though t of motbee's bread, as a ch ild would, but did not find
it on the table. I should relish it extremely well ; have been living
on buffalo m eat until I am cloyed with it.

Have been in a peaceful state of mind all day. Had a freedom in
prayer for my beloved parents ; blessed privilege that such a sinner as
I may have access to a mercy seat, through such a Saviour as Jesus
Ch rist. It is good to feel that he is all I want. and all my righteous
ness ; and if I bad ten thousand lives I would give them all for him.
I long to be more like him-to possess more of his meek sp iri t.

2sth.-Came fifteen miles to-day ; encamped on Smith 's creek, a
small branch of Bear creek. The ri de has been very mountainous
paths winding on the sides o f steep mountains. In some places the
path is so narrow as scarcely to a fford room for the animal to place
his foot. One after another we pass along with cautious step. Passed
a creek on which was a fine bunch of gooseberries, nearly ripe.

H usband has h ad a tedious t ime with the wagon to-day . It got
stuck in the creek this morning when crossi ng, and h e was obliged to
wade considerably in getting it ou t. After that, in going between the
m ountains, on the side of one, so steep that it was difficult for horses
pass, the wagon was upset twice; did not wonder at this at all; it was
a greater wonder that it was not turning somersaults cont inually . It
is not very grateful to my feelings to see h im wearing out with such
excessive fatigue, as I am obliged to. H e is not as fleshy as he was
last winter. All the most difficult part of the way he has walked, in
laborious attempts to take the wagon. Ma knows what my feelings
are. [This was the firs t wagon that ever came west of Fort Hall. ]

26th.-Did not move camp today. Mr. McKay bas been preparing
to send out trappers from this place. H usband has been sick to-day,
and so lame with the rheumatism as to be sca rcely able to move. It
is a great privilege that we can lie st ill to-day on his account, for
he needs rest.

27th. -Had quite a level route to-day- came down Bear river. Mr.
McKay sen t o ff about thirty of his men as trappers to-day. Several
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lodges of Indians also left us to go in another direct ion, and we expect
more to leave us to-morrow. They wish to go a different route from
Mr. McLeod, and desire us to go witb them ; but it would be more
d ifficult and lengthy than Mr. McLeod's. \Ve are st ill in a dangerous
country ; but our company is large enough for safety. Our cattle
endure the j ourney remarkably well. They supply us with sufficient
milk for our tea and coffee, which is indeed a luxury. \Ve are obliged
to shoe some of them because of sore feet, Have seen no buffalo
since we left R endezvous. Have had no game of any kind except
a few messes of antelope, which an Indian gave us. We have
plenty of dried buffalo m eat, which we have purchased from the
Indians- and dry it is for me. It appears so filt hy! I can scarcely
eat it; but it k eeps us alive , and we ough t to be thank ful for it. We
have had a few meals of fresh fish , also, which we relished well, and
have the prospect of obtain ing ple nty in one or two weeks more.
Have found no berries; neither have I foun d anyof Ma's bread (Gir ls ,
do not waste the bread ; if you knew h ow well I should relish even
the dryest morsel, you would save every' piece carefully.) Do not
think I regret coming. No, far from it ; I would not go back for a
world . I am conten ted and happy, notwithstanding I sometimes get
'very hungry and weary. Have six weeks' steady journey before us.
Feel somet imes as if it were a long time to be t raveling. Long for
rest, but must not murmur.

Feel to pity the poor Indian women, who are con tinually traveling
in this manner duri ng their lives, and know no other comfort. They
do all t he work and are the complete slaves of their h usbands. I am
making some little progress in their language ; long to be able to co n
verse with them about the Saviour.

28th.-Very mountainous all the way to-day ; came over another
ridge ; rode from 8 A. M. t02 P. M. \Vetbought yesterday thelndians
were all going to leave us, except two or three ; but not one has.
They fear to, on account of the Blackfeet tribe, who would destroy
them all, if they could . One of the axle- t rees of the wagon broke
to-day ; was a little rejoiced , for we were in hopes they would leave it,
and have no more trouble with it. Our rej oicing was in vain for they
are making a cart of the back wheel s, this afte rnoon, and lashing the
fore wheels to it-intending to take it through in some shape or other .
They are so resolute and untiring in their efforts they will p robably
succeed. . .
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Had some fresh fish for breakfast and some antelope for supper,
sent us by Mr. McLeod and other fri ends in camp. Thus the Lord
provides, and smootbes all our ways for us, giving us strength.

July 29tb.-Mr. Gray was quite sick this m orning and inclined to
faU behind. Husband and I rode with him about two h ours and a
half, SOOD after which he gave out en tirely . I was sen t on, and soon
after husband left h im to come and get the cart; but I overtook an
Indian, who went back and soo n met husband, and both returned to
Mr. Gray. The Indian h elped him on h is horse, got OD behind him,
supported him in hIS arms end in this manner slowly came into camp.
Tkis wa s welcome relief, and all rejoiced to see them come in j for
some of us had been riding seven hours, others eight, without any
nourishment.

The next sheet o f the journal is missing. which contains the ac
count of their arrival at Fort Hall, where, she says, We were hospit
ably entertained by Captain Thing, who k eeps the fort. It was buil t
by Captain Wyatt, a gen tleman from Boston, wh om we saw at Ren.
dezvons on h is way east. Our dinner consisted of dry buffalo m eat,
t urnips and fried bread, which was a luxury. Mountain bread is
simply coarse flour and water mixed and roasted or fried in buffalo
grease. To one who has had nothing but meat for a long time, this
relishes well. For tea we bad the same, with the addition of some
stewed service ber ries.

The buildings o f the fort are made of hewed logs, with roofs cov
ered with mud brick, ch im neys and fireplaces also being built of the
same ; no windows, except a square hole in the roof, eud in the bastion
a few port holes large enough for g uns only. The buildings were all
enclosed in a st rong log wall. This affords them a place of safety
when attack ed by hostile Indians, as they frequently are, the fort
being in the Blackfeet country.

Since dinner we visited the garden and corn fields. The turnips
in the garden appeared thrifty-the tops very large and tall, but the
roots small. The peas looked small ; but most of them had been
gathered by the mice. Saw a few onions, that were going to seed,
which looked quite natural. This was all the garden con tained. H e
told us his own did extremely well until the 8th of June, when the
frost of one night completely prostrated it. It has since came up
again, but does not look as well as it did before. This is their first
attempt at cultivation.
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The buildings at Fort William. on Laramie Fork of the Platte, are
made the same, but are larger and more finished than here. Here we
have stools to sit on-there we had very comfortable chairs, bottomed
with buffalo skin. Thus you see we have a house of entertainment
almost or quite as often as Christian of the Pilgrim's Progress did.
We expect one more before we get to Walla Walla; that is Snake Fort
[Boise). belonging to Mr. McKaYJ who is journey ing with us.

From this on our compa ny will be small. The Indians all leave
us to-day except one or two who go with us to assist in driving the
cattle-c-Kentuck, who went with Mr. Parker last year, and the ch ief,
R ottenbelly. The whole tribe are exceedingly anxious to have us go
with them. They use every argument they can invent to prevail on
us to do so-and not only argument but strategy. \Ve all think it Dot
best ; we are very much fatigued, and wish to get through as soon as
possible. To go with them would take us two months or more, when
now we expect to go to \Valla Walla in twenty-five days. When we
get there rest will be sweet to us; so will it be to the Christian when he
gets to Heaven. Will father and m other get there before I do? If so ,
then they will be ready to greet m e on the threshold. Here we have
raised our Ebenezer saying, .. Hitherto the Lord hath helped us. II
Now we leave it and pass on. Our animals are nearly ready. It is
now half-past two and we expect to go but a short distance and
encamp.

Aug. ·5th.-Morn: came all of ten miles last evening, and did not
arrive here till after dark. Mr. McLeod and his co mpa ny started
earlier than we did, intending to come but a little way. We could not
get ready to come with him, and the man who piloted us led us wrong
-much out of the way. Those on whom we depended to drive cattle
disappointed us. Husband and myself fell in behind them to assist
John Alts, who was alone with them. This made us later into camp
than the rest o f our company. \Ve came through several swamps,
and all the last part of the way we were so swarmed with mosquitoes
as to be scarcely able to see especially while crossing the Port Neuf
which we did, just before coming in to camp. It is the wid est river I
have forded o n horseback. It seemed the cows would run mad for
the mosquitoes j we could scarcely get them along . Mr. McLeod
met us and invited us to tea, which was a great favor. Thus blessings
gather thick around us. We have been in the mountains so long we
find the scenery of this valley very grateful to the eye-a large stream
on my right and one on my left, skirted with timber. At Fort Hall
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was our first sight of Snake river. We shall follow the south side of
it for many days. We have passed many places where the soilis good,
and would be fertile if there were frequent rains; but usually the
country is barren, and would be a sandy desert were it not for the

.sage brush.

Eve. We passed the American Falls on Snake river j ust after
d inner. The roar of the water is beard at a considerable distance.
We stopped during the greatest heat for rest and dinner. Now that
the Indians are no longer with us we shall expect to make two camps.
I expect this to be a great mercy to us weak females, for it was more
than we could well endure to travel during the heat of the day without
refreshment..

Aug. 6tb.-Route very bad and d ifficult to-day. We crossed a
small stream full of falls. Th e only pass where we could cross was
j ust on the edge of rocks above one of the falls. While the pack
animals were crossing, both ours and the company's, there was such
a rush as to crowd two of our horses over the falls, both packed with
dried meat. It was wi th great difficulty they were got out, one of
them having been in nearly an h our much to his injury. We have a
little rice to eat"with our d ry meat, given us by ~lr. McLeod, which
makes it relish quite well.

Aug. 7th.-8abbath ; came fifteen miles and camped on a fine
place, with plenty of good grass for our weary an imals. T hus are
blessings so mingled that it seems as if there was nothing else bnt
mercy and blessing all the way. \Vas there ever j ourney like this
performed where the sustaining hand of God h as been so manifest
every morning. Surely the children of Israel could not have been
more sensible of the pillar of fire by night than we have been of that
hand th at has led us thus safely on. God h as heard prayer in our be
half, and even now while I am writing on this h oly day is the sweet
incense of prayer ascending before the throne of H eavenly grace.
Nor are we forgotten by our beloved churches, at home in the prayers
of the Sanctuary, we are too sensible of its blessed effects to believe
otherwise i and oh ! how comfor ting is this thought to the heart of
the m issionary. \Ve love to think and tal k of home with such feelings
as these. It warms our hearts and strengthens and encourages us in
the work of our beloved Master, and m ake our j ourneyings easy.

Aug. Btb, Monday.-Snake river. We have an excellent camp
g round to-night i plenty of feed for our horses and cattle. We think
it remarkable that our cattle should endure the j ourney as well as they
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do. We have two suckling calves that appear to be in very good
spiri ts; they suffer some from sore feet-otherwise they have come on
well and will go through. H ave come eigh teen miles to-day and have
taken it so deliberately that it h as been easy for us. The hunters
came in last night well loaded ; they had been in the monntains two
days after game and killed three elk and two antelope. This is the
fi rst elk meat we h ave had, a nd it is the last opportun ity we expect to
have of tak ing any more game. We are told that many have traveled
the whole distance fro m Rendezvous to Walla Walla without any
fresh meat. \Ve think ours will Iest us until we reach the salmon
fish ing at Snake Falls. Thus we are wel) provided for contrary to our
expectations. Mr. McLeod has excellent hunters ; this is the reason
why we live so well. There is but little game and that is found at
a g reat distance from the route.

IIth.-Tuesday and 'Vednesday h ave been tedious days, both for
man and beast-lengthy marches without water ; rocky and sandy.
Had a present to-night of a fresh salmon ; al so a plate of fried cakes
from Mr. Mc.Leod. (Girls, if you wish to know how they taste you
can have pleasure by taking a little flour and water, make some dough,
and roll it thin, cut it into square blocks, then take some beef fat and
f11' t hem. You need not put either salt or pearlash in your dough.)
Believe me, I relish them as well as I ever did any made at home.

I2th.-Friday ; raised camp this morning at sunrise and came two
hours ride to the salmon fish ery. Found a few lodges of Diggers, of
the S nak e tribe, so called because they live on roots during winter,
who had just commenced fishing. Obtained some and boiled it for
o ur breakfast. Find it good eating ; had we been a few days earlier
we should not have been able to obtain any fish, for they bad but just
come up. They never go higher than these falls and come here every
season.

Friday eve.-Dear Harriet, the little trunk you gave me bas come
with me so far, and now I must leave it here alone. Poor little trunk,
I am sorry to leave thee; thou must abide here alone, and no more by
thy presen ce remind me of my dear Harriet. Twenty miles below the
falls on Snake river this shall be thy place of rest. Farewell, little
trunk, I thank thee for thy faithful services, and that I have been
cheered by thy presence so long. Thus we scatter as we go along.
The hills are so steep and rocky that husband thought it best to
lighten the wagon as much as possible and take nothing but the
Wheels, leaving the box with my trunk. I regret leaving anything
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that came from home, especially that trunk, but it is best. It would
have been better for me not to have attempted to bring any baggage
whatever, only what was necessary to use on the way . It costs so
much labor, besides the expense of animals. If I were to make the
j ourney again I would m ake quite d ifferen t preparations. To pack
and unpack 00 m any times, and cross so many streams where the packs
frequently get wet , requires no sm all amount of labor, besides the
injury of the articles. Our books, what few we have, have been wet
several times. In going fro m E lmira to Williamsport this trunk fell
in to the creek and wet all my books, and R ichard's. too, several times.
The sleigh box came ofT and all of us carne near a wetting likewise.
The custom of the country is to possess noth ing, and then you 'will
lose nothing while t raveling, Far~well for the present.

rgth.c-Baturday : Dear lIarriet, Mr. McKay h as asked the priv
ilege of taking the little trunk along, so that my sol iloquy about it
last n ight was for naught . However, it will do me no good, it may him.

'Ve have come fifteen miles and h ave had the worst route in all the
journey for the cart. We might have had a be tter one but for being
misled by some of the compan}· wh o started out before the leaders.
It was two o'clock before we came into camp.

They were preparing to cross Snake river. The river is di vided by
two islands into three branches, and is fordable. The packs are
placed upon the tops of the highest horses and in this way we crossed
without wetting. Two of the tallest horses were se lected to carry
Mrs. Spalding and myself over. Mr. McLeod gave me his aud rode
mine. The last branch we rode as much as hal f a mile in crossi ng'
and against the current , too , which made it hard for the horses, the
water being up to their sides. Husband had considerable di ffi culty in
crossing the cart. Both cart and mules were turned upside down in
the ri ver and entangled in the harness. The mules would have been
drowned but for a desperate strnggle to get them ashore. Then after
putting two of the strongest horses before the car t , and two men swim
ming behind to steady it, they succeeded in getting it ac ross. I o nce
thought that crossing streams would be the most d readed part of the
j ourney. I can now cross the most difficult stream without the least
fear. There is one manner of crossing which husband h as tried but
I have not. neither do I wish to. Take an elk sk in and stretch it over
you, spreading yourself out as much as possible, then let the Indian
women carefully put you on the water and with a cord in the mouth
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they wilt swim and draw you over. Edward, bow do you think you
would like to t ravel in this way ?

Isth.- Yesterday Mr. McLeod with most of his men left us , wish.
iug to hasten h is arrival a t S nake Fort, leaving us a p ilot and his
weakest animals to come in with us at our leisure. This is a relief to
us, as it is difficult to b ring our cat tle up to the speed they wi sh to
travel. W e passed the bot sp rings j ust before noon, wh ich was qu ite
a curiosity . Boiled a bit of dry salmon in one of them in five minutes.

16th.-This eve found plenty o f berries called h awthorn on the
stream where we have encamped. They ' are large as a cherry and
taste much like a mealy sweet apple. Our route on this side of S nake
river is less h illy and difficult Ulan on the south side, and said to be
t wo days shorter .

19th.-Artived at Snake Fort, Da ise, about noon. It is situated on
Big wood rive r , so called because t he timber is larger than any to be
seen tbis side of t he mountains. It consists ch iefly of cotton wood
and is small compared with timber in t he states. Snake Fort is owned
anti built by 1\1r. Thomas l\1cKay, one of ou r company, wbom we
expect to leave here. H e, with Mr. Mckeod, gave us a h earty welcome;
di ned with them. Mr. Mckeod was ready to leave au the morrow, but
said he would s tay a day longer to give us t be op porLu nity of doing
some necessary work , for which we were thankful.

aot h .c-Baturd ay. Last night I put my cloth es in water and this
morn ing finished washing before b reakfast. This is the third time I
have washed since I left home- once at Fort Wil liams and once at
Rendezvous. 1\1r. Mcl.eod called this evening to see if we were read}'
to leave. H e observed we bad been so engaged in labor as to have no
tim e for rest, and proposed for ourselves to remain over Sabbath . This
I ca n assu re you was a favor for which we can never be too thank ful,
for our souls need the rest of the Sabbath as well as our bodies.

a rst.c-Bebbatb . R ich with heavenly ble ssings bas the clay of rest
been to my soul. Mr. S palding was invited to preach in the Fort at
II o 'clock. The theme was the character of the blessed Savior . All
li st ened with g ood atten tion .

aad.c-d.eft the F ort yesterday ; came a short d ist ance to the
crossing of Snake river, crossed and encamped for the night. The
river h ad three branches, divided by islands, as it was when we crossed
before. T he first and second places were very deep, but we h ad 110

difficulty in crossing on horseback . The third was deeper still ; we
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dare not <ven ture horseback. Th is being a fishing post of the Indians,
we easily found a canoe, made of rushes and willows, on which we
placed ourselves and our saddles (Sister Spalding and myself ), when
two Indians on h orseback, each wi th a TOp e attached to the canoe,
towed us over. (O ! if father and m other and the girls could h ave
seen us in our snug little canoe, floating on th e water. ) \Ve were
favori tes of the company. No one else was privileged with a ride on
it. I wish I could give ) 'OU a correct idea of this little bark. It is
simply bunches of rushes tied together, and attached to a frame made
of a few sticks of small willows. It was just large enough to hold us
a nd ou r saddles. Ou r baggage was transported on the top of our
tallest horses, without wetting .

As for the wagon, it is l eft at the Fort, and I have nothing to say
about crossing it at this time. Five of our cat tle were left there also,
to be exchanged. for others at 'Valla Walla. Perhaps you will wonder
why we have left the wagou, having taken it so nearly through. Our
a nimals were failing, and the route in crossing the Blue Mou ntains is
said to be impassable for it. We have the prospect of obtain ing one
in exchange at Vancouver. If we do not we shall send (or it, when
we have been to so much labor in getting it thus far . It is a useful
article in the country .

Now, for E dward 's amusement, and that h e may know h ow to d o
when he comes over the Rocky Mountains, I will tell h ow we got the
cattle over the r ivers. Our two Indian boys, Richard and J ohn, have
had the chief m anagement o f d riving them all the way, and are to be
commended for the patience they ha ve manifested. They h ave had
some one or two to h elp usually , but none so steady drivers as them
selves. When a stream is to be crossed, where it is necessary for the
animals to swim, Richard comes to my husband and asks if he m ay
go over with his horse and clothes, and then come back after the cows.
H aving obtained consen t he rides over, accompanied by his fellow
d rivers, all stripped to the sh irt. Then they return with their horses,
if the stream is wide and difficult. If not they leave their horses, tie
their shir ts over their heads, swim back , collect the co ws and drive
them through, all swim ming after them. If the st ream is very wide,
and they return with their horses, they drive them swimming on their
h orses be h ind them. This saves them from the too great fatigue of
swimming the ri ver twice. They love to swim , as they love to eat, and
by doing so have saved me many an anx ious feeling, for the relief it
b as given m y husband many times. In this case a11 the horses an d
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mules were driven across likewise. UsuaUy the best Indian swimmer
was selected and mounted the horse that was good for leading to go
before the animals as a guide, while many others swim after them to
drive them over. When once under way, such a snorting and halloa
ing you never heard. At the same time you can see nothing save so
many heads floating upon the water. Soon they gain the opposite
shore, triumphantly ascend it s banks, shak e themselves, and retire to
their accustomed employment.

26th.-Friday. On account of our worn out cattle and horses, it
was thought best to separate from Mr. Mcl.eod's party , at least some
of us, and travel more deliberately. Two mules and a horse have
almost en tirely given out. It is necessary that some of our party g o
to Vancouver immediately for sup plies an d see Mr. Parker before he
leaves. It was thought best for my husband and Mr. Gray to g o . As
Mr. Mc.l.eod intended to make bnt a day' s stop at Walla 'Valla, we
came on with him, leaving Mr. and Mrs. Spald ing, the hired men,
with most o f our baggage, and the Nez Perce ch ief, Rottenbelly, to
pilot t hem in. \Ve parted from them about 3 o'clock and came as far
as the Lone Tree. The place called Loue Tree is a beautiful val ley
in the region of Powder river, in the center of which is a solitary tree,
quite large, by the side of which travellers usually stop and refresh
themselves. We left our tent for Mrs. Spalding , as we ex pect to be
out only a fe ..... nights, while she might be out many. Mr. McLeod
kindly offered h is for my use and when I arrived in camp found it
pitched a nd in readiness for me. This was a great favor as the wind
ble.JV qui te h ard aud the p rospect .....as for a cool n ight.

August 27th.- Came in sight of the h ill that leads to the Grand
Ronde. This morning l\I r. Mc l.eod remained behind in pursuit of
game, and did not come in to camp until we had made a long noon ing ,
although we bad begun t o feel a little concerned about h im , yet about
3 o'clock he came into camp load ed with wild ducks, having taken
twenty-two. Now, mother, he h ad j ust , as he always did during th e
whole j ourney, sent over nine of them. H ere also, Ri chard caugh t
fres h salmon, which made us another good meal , and if we had been
out of provisions we might have mad e a dinner upon the fresh-water
clams, for the river wa s full of them.

Girls, how d o you think we manage to rest ourselves every noon ,
having no house to shelter us from the scorch ing h eat, or sofa on
which to recline? Perhaps you think we always encamp in the shade
of some thick wood. Suc h a sigh t I have not seen, 10, these many
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weeks. If we can find a few small willows or a single lone tree, we
think ourselves amply provided for. But often our camping places
are in some open plain Bud frequently a sand plain, hut even here is
rest and comfort. My husband, who is one of the best the world ever
knew, is always ready to provide a comfortable shade, with one of our
saddle-blankets spread upon some willows or stick s placed in the
ground. OUf saddles, fisbamores and the other blankets placed upon
the grou nd const it ute our sofa where we recline and rest until di nner
is ready. How do you think you would like this? Would you not
think a seat by mother, in some cool room, preferable? Someti mes
my 'wi cked heart h as been disposed to murmur, thinking I should h ave
no rest from the h eat when we stopped, but I have always been reproved
for it by the comfort and rest received. Und er the circumstances I
have never wished to go back. Such a thought never finds a pl ace
in my heart. " The Lord is better to us than our fears. " I a lways
find it so.

28th.-This morning lingered with husband on the top of the hill
that overlooks the Grande Ronde, for berries until we were some dis
tance beh ind camp. We have now no distressing apprehensions the
moment we are out of sigh t of the camp, for we have entirely passed
the dangerous count ry. I always enjoy riding alone with him, especi
ally when we talk about home fri ends. It is then the tedious hours
are sweet ly decoyed away.

We de scend a very steep hill in coming into Grande R onde, at
the foot o f which is a beautiful cluster of pitch and sp ruce pine trees,
but no white pine like that I have been acc ustomed to see at home .
Grande Ronde is indeed a beautiful place. It is a circular pl ain , sur
rounded by lofty mountains, and bas a beautiful stream coursing
through it, sk irted with quite large timber. The scenery whil e pass
ing through it is quite delightful in some places, and the soil rich;
in other places we find the white sand and sedge, as usual, so common
to this cou ntry. We nooned upon Gra nde Ronde river.

The camas grows here in abundance, and it is the principal resort
of the Cayuses and many other tribes, to obtain it, as they are very
fond of it. It resembles au onion in shape and color; when cooked is
very sweet and tastes like a fig. Their manner of cook ing them is
very curious : They dig a hole in the ground, throw in a heap of
stones, heat them to a red heat, cover them with green grass, upon
which they put the camas, and cover the whole with earth. When
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taken out it is black. This is the chief food of many tribes during
winter.

After di nner we left t he plain and ascended the Blue Mountains.
Here a new and pleasing scene presented it self- mountain!' covered
with t imber , through which we rode all the aftern oon ; a very agree
able change. The scenery reminded me of the hills in my native
coun ty of Steube n.

actb.s--H ad a combination o f the same scenery as yesterday a fter
1100n. Rode over many logs and obst ructions that we bad not fou nd
since we le ft the states. Here I frequently met old acqua in tances in
the trees and flowers. and was not a little delighted ; indeed, I do not
know as I was ever so much affected with any scenery in my life . The
sin g ing of bi rds, the echo of voices of my fellow travelers, as they
were scattered t hrough the woods, all had a strong resemblance to
bygone days. But th is scenery was of short duration- o nly 011 e day.

Before noon we began to descend one of the most t erri ble moun
tains for steep ness and length I have yet seen. It was like winding
stairs ill it s descent , and in some places al most perpe ndicular. The
horses eppeared to dread t he hill as m uch as we did. They would
turn and win d around in a zigzag m anner all t he way down. The men
usually walked, but I could not get permission to, neither d id I d esire
it much.

We had no sooner gained the foot of this mountain than another
more steep aud dreadful was before us. After d inner and rest we
d escended it. Mount Pleasant, in Prattsburg, would 110t compare
with these Moun t Terrlbles. Ou r rid e t his afte rnoon exceeded auy
thing we have h ad ye t , and what rendered it the more aggravating
was the fact that the path all t he way was very sto ny, resembliug a
newly macadamized road . Our h orses' feet were very tender, a ll
unshod, so that we could not make the progress we wisbed. The
mountain in many pla ces was cove red with this black broken basalt.
We were very late in making camp to-night. After ascending the
mountain we kept upon the main divide until sunset , looking in vain
for water a nd a camping place. While upon th is ele vation we had a
view of the Valley of the Colu mbia River. It was beautiful. J ust as
we gained the h ighest elevatio n and beg an to descend the sun was
dipping his d isk behind the western horizon. Beyond the valley we
could see too distinct mountains-Mount H ood a nd Monnt St. H elens.
These lofty peaks were of a conical form, separated from each other
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by a considerable distance. Behind the former the sun was hiding
part o f his rays, which gave us a more disti nct view of th is gigantic
cone. The beauty of this exte nsive valley contrasted well with the
rolling mountains behind us, and at this hour of twilight was en chant
ing BDd quite dive rted m y mind from the fatigue unde r which 1 was
laboring . \Ve h ad yet to descend a h ill as long, bu t not as steep or as
stony as the other. By this t ime our horses were in haste to be in
cam p, as well as ourselves, and mine made such lengthy strides in
descending that it shook my sides surprisingly. It was dark when we
got into camp, but the tent was ready for me, and tea also, for Mr.
I\IcLeod invited us to sup with him.

Deares t mother , le t me tell you how I am sustained of the Lord in
all this j ourney . For two or three days past I have fel t weak, restless
and scarcely able to si t on my horse-yesterday iu particular. But see
how I have been diverted by the scenery, and carried out of myself in
conversation about home and friends. Mother will recollect what my
feelings we re and had been for a year previous to our leaving home.
The last revival enjoyed, my visit to Onondaga and the scenes there
these I call my last impressions o f borne, and they a re of such a
character that when we converse about home th ese same feehugs are
revived and I forget that I am weary and want rest. This morning my
feelings were a littl e peculiar ; felt remarkably strong and .....ell-'o
much so as to mention it- but could not see any reason why I shou ld
feel any more rested than on the morning previous. Then I began to
see what a day 's ride .....as be fore me, and I understood it. If I had
had no bette- r heal th to-day th an yesterday I should have fainted
under it. Then the promise appeared in full view : "As thy day , so
shall thy strength be ," and my sou l rej oiced in God, and testifies to
the truth of another evidently manifest , " Lo, I am wi th you always."

gcth.s--Jn consequence of the lengthy camp yesterday, and failure
of an imals, two of the company 's men left their animals behind, with
packs also . This occasioned some anxiety, lest the wolves should
destroy their beaver. To-day they sent back for t hem, and we make
but a short m ove to find more grass. On following the course of the
stream on which we encamped last n ight we found cherr ies in abund
ance, and had time to stop and gather as m any as we wished. They
are very fine-equal to any we fin d in the States. W hen we arrived
Mr. Gray had the dinner waiting for us. This afte rnoon th e men
rested and made preparat ions to enter Walla Walla. The m en who
went for the animals returned late. We all regretted this h indrance,
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for Mr. McLeod intended to see Walla Walla to-day and return again
with a muskmelon for Mrs. Whitman (so he said. ) He will go in to
morrow. It is the custom of the country to send h eralds ahead to
announce the arrival of a party and prepare for their reception.

31st.-Came to the Walla Walla river, wi thin eight miles o f the
Fort (Wallula). Husband and I were very much exhausted with th is
day's lengthy ride. Most of the way was sandy with no water for
many miles. When we left Mr. Spalding husband rode an Indian
horse which he had never mounted before and found him a hard rider
in every gait except a gallop, and slow in h is movements, nor could
he pace as mine did, so for the last six days we have galloped most of
the way where the g round would admit of it;

September rat , 1836.-You can better imagine our feelings this
morning th an we ca n describe them. I could not realize that the end
of our long journey was so near. We a rose as soon as it was light,
took a cup of coffee, ate of the duck we had given us last night and
dressed for 'Valla Walla. We started while it was yet early, for all
were in haste to reach the desired haven. I f you could h ave seen us
you would have been surpri sed, for both man and beast appeared alike
propelled by the same force. The whole company galloped almost
the whole way to the Fort. The first appearance of civilization we saw
was the garden two miles this side of the Fort. The fatigues of the
long j ourney seemed to be forgotten in the excitemen t of being so
ncar the close. Soon the Fort appeared in sight and when it was
announced that we were near Mr. McLeod, Mr. Pambrun, the gentle
man of the house, and Mr. Townsend (a traveling naturalist ) sallied
forth to meet us. After usual introduction and salutation we en te red
the Fort and were com fortabl v seated in cush ioned armed chairs.
They were j ust eating breakfast as we rode up and soon we were

~ seated at the table and treated to fresh salmon, potatoes, tea, bread
and butter. What a vari ety, thought 1. You cannot im ag ine what
an appetite these rides in the mountains give a person . I wish some
of the feeble ones in the states could have a ride over the mountains ;
they would say like me, victuals, even the plainest kind, never
relished so well before.

After breakfast we were shown the novelti es of the place. While
at breakfast, however, a young rooster placed himself upon the sill of
the door and crowed. Now whether it was the sigh t of the fi rst white
woman, or out of compliment to the company, I k now not, but this
much for him, I was pleased with his appearance. You may th in k
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me simple for speak ing of such a small circumstance. No one knows
the feelings occasioned by seeing objects once familiar a fter a long
deprivation. Especially when it is h ighten ed by no expectation of
meet ing with them. The door-yard was filled with hens, t urkeys and
pigeons. And in another place we saw cows and goats in abundance,
eud I think the largest and fattest cattle and swine I ever saw.

\Ve were soon shown a room wh ich Mr. Pambrun said be h ad pre
pared for us, by mak ing two bedsteads or bunk s, on bearing of ou r
appro ach. It was the west bastion of the Fort, full of port holes in
the sides, but no 'windows, and filled with fi re-arms. A large cannon,
always loaded, stood behind the door by one of the h oles. These
th in gs did not disturb me. I am so well pleased with the possession
of a room to shelter me from the scorch ing sun that I scarcely notice
th em . H aving arranged our things we were soon called to a feast of
melons j the first, I think , I ever saw or tasted. The muskmelon was
the largest, measuring' eigh teen in length , fifteen aro und the small
end and nineteen around the large end. You may be assured t hat
none of us were sat is fied or willing to lea ve the table unt il we had
filled our plates with ch ips.

At four o'clock we were called to dine , It consisted of pork, cab
bage, turnips, tea, bread and butter ; my favorite d ishes, and much
like the last dinner I ate with Mother Loomis. I am thus particular
in my description o f eatables so that you may be assured that we find
someth ing to eat beyond the Rocky mountains as we ll as at home.
\Ve find plenty of salt, but many h ere prefer to do almost, and some
entire ly without it , on their meats and vegetable s.

Sept. 2d. -Have busied myself to-day in unpacking: my trunk ' and
arranging my things for a visi t to Vancouver. Mother will wouder at
this and thin k me a strange child for wishing to add three h undred
m iles to this journey j not from necessity, but because m y husband is
going, and I may as well go as to stay here alone. If we were obliged to
go on horseback, I think I should not wish to undertake it , but we are
going in a boat and it will n ot take us more th an six days to go there.
A very agreeable change and I think I shall enjoy it as well as to stay
here. I feel remarkably well and rested-do not need to lounge at
all , and so it is with us all . I can scarcely believe it possible of my
self, but it is true, I feel as vigorous and as well able to engage in any
domestic employment as I ever did in my li fe.

I have not yet in troduced you to t he lad y of the h ouse. She is a
nat ive, from a tribe east of the mountains. S he appears well, does
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not speak E nglish , but her native language and French. The cook
ing and housework is done by men chiefly . Mr. Pambrun is from
Canada, and much of the gentleman in his appearance.

Sept. 3d. - Messrs. McLeod and Townsend left for Vancouver to-day,
but Mr. McLeod is so loaded a s 110t to be able to give us R comfort able
passage. Mr. Pambrun is going by himself next week and offers us
a passage with h im.

About noon Mr. and Mrs. Spalding arrived with their co mpany,
hav in g made better progress than was a nticipated . H ere we are all at
Wal la Walla, through the mercy of a kind Provide nce, in h ealth an d
al l of our lives preserved. What cause for g ratitude and pra ise to God!
Surely my heart is ready to leap for j oy at the thought of being so
near the long-desired work of teaching the benighted ones th e knowl
edge o f a Savior, and having completed this hazardous journey under
such favorable circumstances. Mr. Pambrun said to us the day we
arrived, that there had never been a company previous to ou rs, that
ca rne in to the Fort so well fed as ours for the last days o f t he journey.
All our friends of the East com pany, who knew anything about the
country, dreaded this part for us very m uch. But the Lord has been
with us and provided for us all the way, and blessed be his h oly name.
Another cause for grati tude is the preservat ion of our animals, in this
difficult, d angerous and len gth y route, while many parties previous to
ours h ave had eve ry an imal taken from them, and been left on foot in
a dangerous lan d, exposed to death . T wo horses h ave given out with
fatig ue and have been left , two have been stolen or lost, but m ost that
we have no w, have come all the way from the settle ments, and
ap pear well. T wo calves ou ly have been lost. The remainder came
on well except those we left at S nake Fort.

SAbbath , ath .s--Tbis has been a day of mutual tbanksgiviug with
us all . Assembl ed at tbe Fort at 12 o'clock for worship, our feelings
are better imagined then descr ibed. This fi rst Sabbath in September,
a Sabbath of rest; first after co mpleting a long j ourn ey, fi rst in the
vicinity of our future labors. All o f us here before God. It is not
enough for us alone to be thankful. Will not m y beloved friends at
h ome, the disciples of Jesus , unite with us in gratit ude and praise to
God for his great mercy? It is in answer to your p rayers that we are
here and are permitted to see this day under such circumstances.
F eel to dedicate mysel f renewedly to His service among the heathen,
and may the Lord's hand be as evidently manifest in blessing our
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labors among them, as it bas been in bringing us here, and that, too,
in answer to your prayers, beloved Christian friends.

sth.-Mr. and Mrs. Spalding have concluded to go with us to Van
couver, so nothing can be done by either of the parties about location
until the Iud ians return from their summer's hunt. Expect to leave
tomorrow. Have h ad exceedingly high winds for two days and nights
past, to which the place is subj ect. Our room shakes and the wind
makes such a noise that we can scarcely hea r each other converse.

Sept. 7. I836.-\Ve set sail from " 'a11a ' Valla yesterday at two
o'clock P. M. OUT boat is an open one, manned with six oa rs, and
the steersman. I enjoy it much; it is a " ery" pleasant change in our
m an ner of traveling. The Columbia is a beautiful river. Its waters
are clear as crystal and smooth as a sea o f glass, exceedin g in beauty
the Ohio ; but the scenery on each side of it is "cry different . There is no
t imber to be seen, but there are high perpendicular banks of rocks in
some places, while rugged bluffs and pl ains of sand in others. are all
that greet the eye. We sailed u ntil near sunset, when we landed.
pi tched our tents, supped our tea, bread and buti.er, boiled h am and
potatoes, committed ourselves to the care o f a kind Providence, and
retired to rest.

This morning we arose before sunrise, embarked and sailed until
nine o'clock, and are now landed for breakfast. Mr. Pambrun 's cook
is preparing it. while husband and myself are seated by a little shrub,
wri ting. We are this m omen t called. Farewell.

8th .-eame last night quite to the Chute (above The Dalles), a fall
in the river not navigable . There we slept, and this m orning made
the portage. All were obliged to land, unload, carr}' our baggage.
end even the boat , for half a mile. I b ad frequently seen the picture
of the Indians carrying a canoe , but now I saw the reality. We found
pl enty of Indians here to assist in mak ing the portage. After loading
several ...vith our baggage and sending them on, the boat was capsized
and placed upon the heads of about twenty of them. who marched off
with it, with perfect ease. Below the main fall of water a re rock s.
deep, narrow channels, and many frightful p recipices . We walked
deliberately among the rocks, vi ewing the scene with astonishment.
for this once beaut iful river seemed to be cut up and destroyed by
these huge m asses of rock . Indeed, it is d ifficult to find where the
mai n body of water passes . In higb water we are told that these
rocks are all covered with water, the river rising to such an astonish
ing height.
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After paying the Indians for their assistance, which was a
twi st of tobacco about the length of a finger to each, we reloaded ,
went on board, sailed about two m iles, a nd stopped for breakfast.
This was done to get away from a throng of Indians. Many followed
us, h owever, to assist in making another portage, three miles below
this.

Sept. 9th.- We came to The Dalles just before noon. Here our
boat was stopped by two rocks of immense size and h ight, all the
water of the river passing between them in a very narrow channel,
and with great rapidi ty. H ere we were obliged to land and make a
portage of two and a half miles, carrying the boat also. The Dalles
is the great resort of Indians of many t ri bes for taking fish . We did
not see many, howe ver, for they had just left .

Now, mother, if I was with you by the fi reside, I would rel ate a
scene that would amuse you, and at the same time call forth your
sympath ies . But for my own gratification I will write it. After we
landed, curiosity led us to the top of that rock, to see the course of
the river throug h its narrow channel. But as 1 expected to walk that
portage, husband thought it would be giving me too much fatigue to
do both . I went with him to its base, to remain there until his return .
I took a h andful of h azelnuts and thought I would d ivert myself with
crack ing and eating them. I had just seated mysel f in the shade of
the rock, ready to commence work, when, feeling someth ing unusual
on my neck, I put m y hand under my cape and took from thence two
insects, which I soon discovered to he fleas. Immediately I cast my
eyes upon my d ress before me, and, to my aston ishment, found it was
black with these creatures, making all possible speed to lay siege to
my neck and ears. This sight made me almost frantic. What to do
I knew not. Husband was away, Sister Spalding h ad gone pa st
bearing. To stand still I could not. _I cl imbed up the rock in pu rsuit
o f my husband , who soon saw and came to me. I could not tell him,
but showed him the cause of my distress. On opening the gathers of
my dress around the waist, every plait was lined with them. Thus
they had already laid themselves in ambush for a fresh attack . We
brushed and shook, and shook and brushed, for an hour, not stopping
to kill for that would have been impossible. By this time they were
reduced very considerably, and I prepared to go to the boat. I was
relieved from walking by the offer of a horse from a young ch ie f.
This was a kindness, for the way was mostly through sand , and the
walk would h ave been fatiguing. I found the confinement of the
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boat distressing, on account of my miserable companions, wh o would
not let me rest for a moment in anyone position. But I was not the
only sufferer. E very one in the boat was alike troubled , both crew
and passengers. As soon as I was able to make a change in my
apparel I found relief.

We made fin e progress th is morning till 9 o'clock , when we were
met with a bead wind and obliged to make shore. We met the crew
last night with the Western ex press. This express goes from and
returns to Vancouver twice a year.

Eve.-H ave lain st ill all day because o f the wind. This is a de
tention, as we in tended to have been at Vancouver by to-morrow
evening . A party of Indians came to our camp this eve. Every head
was flattened. These are the firs t I have seen near enough to be able
to examine them. Their eyes h ave a dull aud heavy expression.

rotb. c--Hlgb winds a nd not able to move at all to-dey.

r rth.c-We came to the Cascades for b reakfast-anotber important
fall in the ri ver , wh ere we are obliged to make a portage of a mile.
The boat was towed along by the rocks with a rope over the falls.
This is another great place for salmon fish ing. A boat load was j ust
ready for Vancouver when we arrived . I saw an infant here whose head
was in the pressing machine. This was a pitiful sigh t. I ts mother took
g reat satisfaction in unbinding and showing its naked head to us.
The ch ild lay upon a board between which and its head was a squ irrel
sk in . On its forehead lay a small square cushion, over which was a
bandage drawn tigh t around , pressing its head ag-ainst the board. In
this posit ion it is kept three or fou r months or longer, until the head
becomes a fashion abl e shape. There is a variety of shapes among
t hem, some being sharper than others. I saw a child about a year
old whose head had been recently released from pressure, as I sup
posed from its looks. All the back part o f it was a purple co lor, as if
it had been sadly bruised. We are told that this custom is weari ng
away very fast. There are only a few tribes of th is river who practice it.

Sept. rath. t--Breekfasted at the saw mill five miles from Vancouver.
and made preparations for entering it. , You rna}"be su rprised to hear
o f a saw mill here when I said that there 'Was 110 timber on the Colum
bia. Since we passed th e Cascades the scene is changed, and we are
told there is timber all the way to the coast.

Eve.c-We are now in Vancouver, the New York of the Pacific
Ocean. Our firs t sigh t, as we approached the fort, was t wo sh ips lying
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in the harbor, one of wh ich, the Neriade, Captain Royal , had j ust
arrived from London, The Columbia, Captain Dandy, came last May,
and has since been to the Sand wich Islands, and returned. On land
ing we first met Mr. Townsend, whom we saw at Walla ' Vall a, He is
from Philadelphia, and has been in the m oun tains two :rears. H e is sent
here by a society to collect the different species of bipeds, and quadru
peds, pecu liar to this co unt ry . We brought a parcel of letters to him,
th e fi rst he bad received sin ce he had left home. Mr. Townse nd led
us into the fort, But before we reached the h orne of the ch ie f Factor,•Dr, McLoughlin, we were met by several gentlemen, wbo cam e to
give us a welcome, Mr. Douglas, Dr, Tolmie and Or. McLoughlin, of
the Hudson 's Bay Compan y, who invited u~ in and seated us on the
sofa. Soon we were introduced to Mrs. l\IcLouibl in and Mrs. Doug.
las, hoth natives of the coun try- hal f breeds. After chatting a
little we were invited to walk in the garden.

What a deligh t ful place this is; what a con t rast to the rough, bar
ren sand plains, through which we had so recen tly passed. Here we fin d
fruit of every description , apples, peaches, g rapes, pea~, plums, and
fig trees in abundance ; also cucumbers, melons, beans, peas, beets,
cabbage. tomatoes and ever)' kind of vegetable too numerous to be men 
tioned, Every part is very neat and tastefully arranged, with fine
walks, lined on each side with st rawberry vines. At the opposit e end
of the garden is a good summer house covered with grape vines.
Here I must men tion the origin of these g rapes and apples. A
gentlemen, twelve years ago wh ile at a party in Loudon. put the
seeds of the grapes and apples which he ate into h is vest pocket.
Soou a fterwards he took a voyage to this country and left them here,
and now they are g reatly multiplied .

After promenading as much as we wished , and returning , we were
met by Mrs. Copendel, a lady from England, who arrived in the sh ip
Columbia last May, and Miss Maria, daughter of Dr. McLoughlin,
quite an interesting young lad)'. After din ner we were introduced to
Rev. Mr. Beaver and lad)', a clergyman of the Church of England,
who arrived last week in the sh ip Neriede. This is more than we
expected when we left h ome-s-that we should be privileged with the
acq uain tance an d society of two English ladies. Indeed, we seem to
be nearly allied to Old England, for most of the gent lemen of the
Company a re from there or Scotland.

We have not found Rev. Sam uel Parker here, to our great disap
pointment . He went to Oahu in the sh ip Columbia, a few weeks
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before we arrived. We have mourned about it considerably, for we
thought it would be so acceptable to our dear pa rents and friends at
home to hear him say that he had seen us ali ve here, after completing
this long, unheard-of journey. Besides, I wished to send home maul'
things which I cannot now. More than all this, h is counsels and
advice would have been such a relief to us, at this important time , as
to location, characte r of the Indians, and the like. But it is wisel y
ordered, and we submit . He appears to have been a favorite here, and
to have don e much good.

The Messrs. Lee left Vancouver on Sat urday last for their station
on the 'Vallamet. Mr. Da n iel Lee has been out o f health, and for the
year past has been at Oahu. He returned on the Neriade, benefited by

•h is visit.

Sept. 13.- T b is morning visit ed the school to hear the ch ildren
si ng. It consists of about fifty-one ch ildren, who have French fathers
and I ndian mothers. All the laborers here an: Canadian F rench, with
Indian wives. Indeed , some of the gentlemen of the company ha ve
native wives, a nd have adop ted the custom of the coun try not to
al low their wives to eat with them. French is the prevailing language
here. E nglish is spoken on ly by a few.

Just before d inner we went on board the Neriede, the first sh ip I
ever saw. She is a man-ot -wer, and goes to the Northwest coast soon.
The Columbia returns to London this fal l. The Company have lost
three sh ips on the co ast.

Sept . 14.-We were invited to a ride to see the farm. Have ridden
fifteen miles this afternoon. \Ve visited the barns, stock , etc. They
estimated their wheat crops at four thousand bushel s this year, peas
.the same, oats and barley between fift een and seventeen hundred
bushels each. The potato and turnip fields are large and fine. Their
cattle are numerous, estim ated at a thousand head in all the settle.
meats. The}' have swine in abundance, al so sheep and goats, but the
sheep are of a n inferior kind . \Ve find also hens, turkeys and pigeons,
but no geese.

You will ask what k ind of beds they have h ere. I can tell you
what kind of bed they made for us, and I have since found it a fash
ionable bed for this coun try. The bedstead is in the form of a bunk,
with a rough board bottom, upon which are laid about a dozen of the
Indian blankets . These with a pair of pitlows covered with calico
cases constitute our beds, sheets a nd cove ring. There are several



OREGQN PI OSEER A~ATJON. 65

feather beds in the place made of the feathers of wild ducks, geese,
cranes aud the like. There is nothing here suitable for ticking. The
best and only material is brown linen sheeting. T he Indian ladies
make theirs of deer sk in . Could we obtain a pair of geese from any
quarter I should think much of them.

Sept. 16.-Every day we have som ething new to see. We wen t to
tbe stores and found them filled above and below with the cargo of
the two sh ips, all in unbroken bales. They are chiefly Indian goods,
and will be sent away this fall to the several d ifferent posts of the
company in the sh ip Neriade. We have found here every article for
co mfor t and durability tbat we need, but many articles for co nven ience
and all fancy articles a re Dot here.

Visited the dairy, also, where we found butler and cbeese in abund
ance-saw an improvement in the manner of raising cream. Their
pailS are an oblong square, quite large but shallow, flaring a little,
made of wood and lined with tin. In the center is a bole with a long
plug . When the cream bas risen they place the pan oyer a tub or
pail, remove the plug, and the milk will run off leaving only the
cream in the pan. I thiuk that these must be very convenien t in a
large dairy. They milk between fifty and sixty cows.

On visiting the mill we did not find it in a h igh state of improve
ment. It goes by horse power and has a wire bolt. This see med a
bard way of gett ing bread , but better so than 110 bread, or to grind by
band. The company have one at Colville that goes by water, five days
ride from \Valla Walle, from when ce we expect to obtain our flour,
potatoes and pork. They have three hundred hogs.

Dr. McLoughlin promises to loan us enough to m ake a beginn ing
and all the return he asks is that we supply other set tlers in the same
way. He appears desirous to afford us ever)' facility for living in h is
power. No person could have received a more h earty welcome, or be
treated with greater kindness than we h ave been since our arrival.

Sept. 17.-A subject is now before the minds of certain individual s,
in which I feel a great interest. It is that we ladies spend the winter
at Vancouver, while our husbands go to seek their locations and build.
Dr. ~I cLo&ghlin is certain that it will be the best for us, and I believe
is determined to han us stay. The thought of it is not very pleasant
to either of us. For several reasons, I had rather go to Walla Walla,
where, if we failed to make a location, or of building this fall, we
could stay very com fortabl y, and have enough to eat, but not as cora-
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fortably, or have as great a variety as here; besides, there is the diffi
culty of ascending the river in high water, Dot to say anything of a
six months separat ion, when it seems to be least desirable ; but all
things will be ordered for the best.

Sept. IS.-Mr. Beaver held two services in a room in Dr. McLough
lin 's barn to-day. E njoyed the privilege much. This form of worship,
of the Church of E ngland, di ffers in no way from that of the Episco
palians in the S tates. The most of the gen tlemen of the fort are
Scotch Presbyterians, very few be ing Episcopalians. The great mass
of the laborers are Roman Catholics, wh o h ave three services during
the Sabbath, one of which is attended at tbis house , at wh ich Dr. Mc
Loughlin officiates in French. He translates a sermon or a tract, a nd
read s a chapter in the Bible and a pray er. The singing in Mr. Bea
ver's ch urch was done by the ch ildren, some of their tunes having
been taught them by Rev. Mr. Parker, and others by the Mr. Shep
herd, of the Methodist mission.

Sept . I9.-The question is decided at last that we stay here about
four or five weeks. There is so much baggage to be taken up now,
that t he boat will be sufficiently loaded without us. Have the cheer ing
promise that our husbands will com e for us in a short time if prospered.
One thing comforts us. They are as unwilling to leave us as we are
to stay, and would not if it were possible for us to go now. From
this we are sure that they will make every effort to return for us soon.
' Ve are told that the rainy season will commence soon, and cont in ue
through the winter , and late in the sp ring, while at Walla 'Valla there
is none. Vancou ver, too, is subject to fever and ague. These are
quite good reasons for preferring Walla Walla, even if we had to live
in a lodge.

H av e been making some necessary purchases for our two Indian
boys, Richard and J ohn, which we are glad to do, partly as a reward
for their faithful care of the cattle du ring the j ourney. We left them
at Walla Walla. They regretted our l eaving them, and now I cannot
feel willing to stay away from them all winter. Their an xiety to study
continues the same, especially Richard. We love them both and feel
deeply interested in their welfare, and sha ll treat them as our own as
long as they deserve it,

Sept . aotb.c--Dr. McLoughlin gave my h usband a pair of leather
pantaloons to-day . All the gentlemen here wear. them for riding for
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e conomy. Riding horseback and carrying a gun IS very destructive
to doth pantaloons.

Our husbands have been making preparations to leave us to-day,
but have found so much to do that they could not get ready to leave
much before night. They have concl uded to start the boat a short
distance a nd camp, while they, with Mr. Pambrun and Mr. G ray, re 
main in the Fort to leave early in the morning.

Sep t. 21 .-0ur friends left us this morning early. One thing I
should have mentioned, as decided upon before they left, was the
propriety of making two station s. After consideration it was decided
best to do so for several reasons. The Cfyuses as well as the Nez
Perces are very anxious to have teachers among them. They are a
numerous tribe [not numerous, but wealthy and influential. -M. EELLS]

and speak the same language as the Nez Perces. There are other fields
o pen ready for the harvest and we wish that there were m any more
laborers here ready to occupy them immediately. Seve ral places h ave
been recommended which our husbands intend visiting before they fix
upon any place. You will recollect that we had Grande Ronde in
view as a location when we left home. Our reasons for not fixing
upon that place are insurmountable. The pass in the Blue mountains
is so difficult and the distance so great that it would be next to impos
sible to think of obtaining supplies sufficient for om support, We could
not depend upon game, for it is very scarce and uncertain. Mr. Parker
recommends a place on the Kooskooska (Clearwater] ri ver, six days
ride above Walla 'Valla. I h ope to give you our exact location before
I send this.

Sept. 22.-Dr. McLoughlin ba s put his daughter in my care and
wishes me to hear her recitations. Thus I shal l have enough to do for
diversion while I stay. I could employ all my time in writing and
work for myself if it were not for his wishes.

I have not given you a description of our eatables here. There is
such a variety I know not where to begin. For breakfast we have
coffee or cocoa, salt salmon and roast ducks with potatoes. When
we h ave eaten our supply of them, our plates are ch anged and we
make a finish on bread and butter.

For dinner we have a greater variety. First, we are al ways treated
to a dish of soup, which is very good. All kinds of vegetables in use
are taken, chopped fine, and put into water with a little rice, and
boiled to a soup. The tomatoes are a prominent article, and usually
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some fowl meat, duck or other kind, is cut fin e and added. If it h as
been roasted once it is just as good (so the cook says) , a nd then spiced
to the taste. After our soup dishes are removed, then co mes a va riety
of meats to prove our tastes. After se lec ting and changing, we change
plates and try another if we choose, and so at every new dish have a
cl ean plate. Roast duc~ is an everyday dish , boiled pork, tripe, and
sometimes trotters, fresh salmon or sturgeon- yea, ar ticles too numer
ous to be mentioned . When these are set aside, a nice pudding or an
apple p ie is next introduced. After this a water and a musk melon
make their appearance, and last of all cheese, bread or biscu it and
butter are produced to complete the wb ole. But th ere is one article
on the table I have not yet mentioned, and of which I never partake.
That is wine. The gentlemen frequently d ri nk toasts to each other,
but never give us an opportunity of refusing. for they k now that we
belong to the Tetotal Society . We have talks about drink ing wine,
but no one j oins our societ y, They have a Temperance Society h ere
aud at Wallamet, formed by Mr. Lee,

Our tea is very p lain . Bread and butter, good tea, plenty of milk
and sugar.

Sept. 30th.- We are invited to ride as ofte n as once a week for ex
ercise, and we generally ride all the afte rn oo n. To-day Mrs. Me
Loughlin rode with us. S he keeps her old habit of ri ding gentleman
fashion. T his is the un iversal custom of I ndian women, and they
have saddles with h igh hacks and fronts. We have been recom
m ended to use these saddles, as a m ore easy way of r iding, but we
have never seen the necessity of changing our fashion.

I sing about an hour every eveutng with the ch ildren , teaching
them new tunes, a t the request of Dr. McLoughlin . Thus I am wholly
occupied , and can scarcely find as much time as 1 want to write.

Oct. 18th.- The Montreal Express came th is afternoon, and a gen
eral time of rej oicing it is to everyone. News from distant friends.
both sad and pleasing.

Mr. Spald ing has come with it and brought a letter from my hus
band, filled with pleasin g in formation . The Lord h as been with them
since they left us, and has prospered them beyond all expectations.
They have each se lected a location. My husband remains there to
bu ild , while Mr. Spalding comes afte r us. Cheering thought this, to
be able to make a beginning in our pleasing work so soon.



DR. WHITMAN 'S BILL AND HIS LETTER TO

THE SECRETARY OF W AR.

Below are published the copies of t wo valuable h istorical d ocu
ments obtained from the originals on file in the war department.
They are the bill drafted by Dr. Whitman to be laid before Congress
and h is letter to the Secretary of 'Vat. These will be " cry interesting
to the people of Oregon. These cop ies were obtain ed by R ev . Myron
Eells, D. D., of Union City, Washington , and the original on file in
the office of the Secretary of War, Washiugtou , D. C., bears the
following

ENDORSEMENT.

It Marcus Whitman, enclosing synopsis of a bill, with his views in
reference to importance of the Oregon Territory , ' Vat 382, R ec. June
22, 1844."

COPY OF A L ETTER FROM DR. MARCUS WHIT~fAN T O THE SECR ETAR Y

OF WAR, WRITTE N IN 184-3.

To the 11m:. James IIf. Porter, Secretary of War,

SIR:-In compliance with the request you did me the honor to
make last winter while at Washington, I herewith transmit to you the
synops is of a bill, which, if it could be ad opted , would, according to
my ex perience and observation, prove highly conducive to the best
in terests of the United States generally; to Oregon , where I h ave
resided for more than seven years as a missionary , and to the Indian
tribes that inhabit the intermediate country.

The governmen t will now doubtless for the firs t time be apprised
through you, and by means o f this co mmunication , of the immense
migration of families to Oregon which h as taken place this year. I
h ave, since our interview, been instrumental in piloting across the
route described in the accom panying bill , and which is the only
eligible wagon road. no less than 00 families, co ns isting of on e thousand
persons of both sexes , with their wagons, amounting in all to more
than one hundred and twenty, six hundred and ninety-four oxen,
and seven bundred and seventy-three loose cat tle.
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The emigran ts are from different states, but principally from Mis
souri, Arkansas, Illinois and New York. The maj ority of them are
farmers, lured by the prospect of bounty in lands, by the reported fer
tility oftb e soil, and by the desire to be first among those who are
pl anting our institutions on the Pacific Coast. Among them are arti
sans of every trade, comprising, with farmers, the very best material
for a new colony. As pioneers these people have undergone incredi
ble hardships, end h aving now sa fely passed the Blue mountain range
with their wagon s and effects , have established a durable road from
M issouri to Oregon, which will serve to mark permanently the route
for larger numbers, each succeeding year, while they have practically
demonstrated that wagons drawn by horses or oxen can cross the
Rocky mountain s to the Columbia river, con t rary to all the sinister
assertions of all those who pretended it to be impossible.

In their slow progress these persons h ave encountered , as in all
former instances and as all succeed ing emig rants must if this or some
similar bill be not passed by cong ress, the cont in ual fear of Indian
aggression, the actual loss through tbem of horses, cattle and other
property, and the great labor of transporting an adequate amount of
provisions for so long a j ourney. The bill herewith proposed would,
in a great measure, lessen these inconveuieu ces by the estab lishment
o f posts, which, while [ having ] tbe possessed power to keep the
I ndians in check , thus doing aw ay with the necessit y of military vigi
lance on the part of the traveler by day and nigh t, would be able to fur
n ish them in transit with fresh supplies of provisions, diminishing the
original burdens o f the emigrants, and fi nding t h us a ready and profit 
abl e market for their produce- a market that would, in my opinion,
more than suffice to de fray a ll the curreut expenses of such posts. The
present party is sup posed to have ex pended no less than $2,000 at
Laramie's and Bridger 's forts, and as much more at Fort Hall end Fort
Boise, two of the Hudson 's Bay Company 's stations . These are at
present the only stopping places in a journey o f 2, 200 miles , and the
only places where add itiona l sup plies ca n be obtained, eveu at the
enormous rate of charge called mountain pri ces, i. c., 'Iso the hundred
for flour, and $50 t he hund red for coffee ; the same for sugar , powder,
etc.

Many cases of sick ness and some deaths took place among those
who accomplished the journey this season , owing, in a great measure,
to the uninterrupted use of m eat, salt and fresh , with flour, which
constitute the ch ie f articles of food tbey are able to convey ou their



OREGON P IONEER ASSOCJ..\ TION. 71

wagons, and this could be obviated by the vegetable productions
which the posts in contemplation could very profi tably afford them.
Those who rely on h unting as au auxiliary support are at presen t
unable to have their arms repaired when out of order ; horses and
oxen become tender-footed and require to be shod on this lo ng jour
uey, sometimes repeatedly, and the wagons repaired in a variety of
ways. I men tion these as valuable incidents to the proposed measure,
as it will also be found to tend in many other incidental ways to bene
fit the migratory population of the United States choosing to take
this di rection, a nd on these ac coun ts as well as for the immediate use
of the posts themselves, they ought to be provided with the necessary
shops and mechanics, which would at the same time exhibit the
several branches of civilized art to the Indians.

The outlay in the firs t instance would be but trifling. Forts like
those of the Hudson 's Bay Company, su rrounded by walls enclosing all
the buildings, and constructed almost entirely of adobe, or sun-dried
bricks, with stone foundations only, can be easily and ch eaply erected.

There are very eligib le places for as m any of these as the govern
ment will find necessary , at suitable distances, not further than one
or two hundred miles apart, at the main crossing of the principal
st reams that now form impediments to the journey, and consequently
well supplied with water, h aving alluvial bottom lands of a rich quality,
and generally well wooded. If I might be allowed to suggest the best
sites for said posts, my personal knowledge and observation enable
me to recommend first, the main crossing of the Kansa s river, wh ere
a ferry would be very con venient to the t ravel er, and profitable to
the stat ion baving it in cb arge ; next, and about eigh ty miles distant,
the crossing of Blue river, where, in times of unusual freshet, a
ferry would be in like m anner useful ; next, and distant from one
hundred to one hundred and fifty miles from the last mentioned, the
Little Blue, or Republican Fork of the Kansas ; nex t , and from sixty
to one hundred miles distant from th e last mentioned, the point of
intersection of the P latte river : next , and from one hundred to one
hundred a!ld fifty miles distant from the last mentioned, crossing of
the South Fork of the Platte river ; next , a nd about one hundred and
eigh ty or two hundred miles d istant from the last mentioned, H orse
shoe creek , which is about forty miles west of Laramie's fork in the
Black Hilts. Here is a fine creek for mill s and irrigation , good land
for cultivation, fine pasturage. t imber a nd stone for building . Otber
locations may be had along the Platte and Sweetwater, on the Green
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river, or Black 's Fork of the Bear river, near the Greet Soda Springs,
near Fort Hall, and at su itable places down to the Columbia. These
loca lities are all of the best descr iption, so situated as to hold a ready
intercourse with th e Indians in their passage to a nd from the ordi
na ry buffalo hunting gro unds, and i:u. themselves so well sit uated in
all otber respects as to be desirable to private en terprise, if the usual
ad va ntage of trade existed . Any of the farms above indicated would
be deemed ex tremely valuable in the states.

The govern men t cannot long overl ook the importance of superin
tending the savages that endanger this line o f travel , and that are not
Jet in treaty with it. Some of these are already wen known to be led
b)' desperate white m en and mongrels, who form bandits in the most
difficult passes, and are at all t imes read)' to cut off some lagging
em igran t in the rear of the party , or some adven turo us one who may
proceed a few miles in advance, or at uigbt to mak e a descen t upon
the sleeping camp and carry away or kill horses and cattle. This is
t he case even D OW in the com mencement o f ou r western immigration,
and wh en it comes to be more generally known that large quantities
o f val uable property and considerable sums of money are yearly car
ri ed o ver th is desolate region , it is to be feared an organized ba nd itti
will be instituted. The posts in contemplation would effectually
counteract th is. For that purpose they need nol nor ough t uot to be
m ilitary establ ishments. The trad ing posts in this country have never
been of such a ch aracter , and yet with very few men in them, have for
:r ears kept the sur round ing Indians in the most pacific disposition , so
that the traveler feel s secure from molestation upon approach ing Fort
Laramie, Bridger's Fort, Fort H all etc., et c . The same can be
obtained without any considerable expenditure by government , while
b)' investi ng t he officers in charge with competent authori ty , a ll evil
disposed wbite men, refugees from justice, or discharged vagabonds
from the t rading posts might be easily removed from among the
I ndians and sent to the appropriate states for trial. The H udson 's
Bay Company's sys tem of rewards among th e savages would soon
enable the posts to root out these desperadoes. A direct and fri endly
intercourse with a U the tribes, even to the Pa cific, might be th us
maintained; the govern men t would become more inti mately acquainted
with them. and they with the govern ment, and instead of sending to
the state courts a mauifestly guilty Indian to be arraigned before a
distant tribunal and acqui tted for the waut of testimony by the tech.
u icalities of la wyers and of Jaws unknown to them. and sent back into
the wilderness loaded with presents, as an inducemen t to further
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crime, the posts should be enabled to execute summary justice, as if
the criminal had been already condemned by his tribe, because the
tribe will be sure to deliver up none but the party whom they know to
be guilty. They will in that way receive the t rial of their peers, and
secure within themselves to all intents and purposes, if not technicall y
the trial by jury, yet the spirit of that trial. There are many powers
whi ch ough t to reside in some person on this extended route for the
convenience and even necessity of the public.

In this the emigran t and the people of Oregon are no more inter .
ested than the resident inhabitants of the states. At present no persou
is authorized to admi nister an oath or legally attest a fact from the
western line o f Missouri to the Pacific. The immigrant cannot dispose
of his property at home, although an opportun ity eve r so advan tageous
to him should occur after he passes the western border o f Missouri .
No one can here make a legal demand and protest of a promissory note
or bill of exchange. No one can secure the valuable testimony of a
mountaineer or of an immigrating witness after he h as entered this,
at present, lawless count ry. Causes do exist end will continually
arise in which the private ri ghts of citizens are and will be seriously
prej ud iced by such an utter absence of legal author ity. A con traband
trade from Mexico, the introd uction fr om that coun try of liquors to
be sold among the Indians west of the Kansas r iver is al ready carri ed
on with the mountain trappers, and very soon the teas, silks, naukeens,
spices, camphor and opi um of the E ast Indies will find their-way, dnty
free, through Oregon, ac ross the mountains arid into the states unless
custom house officers along this line find an in terest iu intercepti ng
them.

Your famil iarity with the government policy , duties and in terest
render it unnecessary for m e to m ore than hint at the several objects
intended by the enclosed bill , and any enlargement upon the topics
here suggested as ind ucements to its adoption would be quite super
fluous , if not impertinent . The very existence of such a system as
the one above recommended suggest the utility of post offices and
mail arrange men ts, which it is the wish of all who now l ive in Oregon
to h ave granted them ; and I need only add that con t racts for this
purpose will be readily taken at reasonable rates for t ransporting the
mail across from Missouri to the mouth of the Colnmbia in forty days,
with fresh horses at each of the contemplated posts. The ruling
policy proposed regards the Indians as the police of the coun t ry , who
are to be rel ied upon to k eep the peace, not only for themselves, but
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to repel lawless white men and prevent banditti, under the solitary
guidan ce of the superintendent of the several posts, aided by well
directed system to induce the punish men t of crime. It will only be
a fter the failure of th ese means t o procure the d elivery or punishment
of violent, lawless and savage acts o f aggression, that a band or tribe
should be regarded as conspirators against the peace, or punished
accordi ngly by force o f arms.

H oping that these suggestions may meet your approbation , and
cond uce to the future in terest of our growing country, I have the
h onor to be, Honorabl e Sir,

Your obedient servant,

M ARCUS W HITMA N.

CO PY OF A P R OPOSE D BI L L PREPARED BY DR. MAR CUS W H ITMAN I N

1843 AND SENT T O T HE SECRETARY OF W AR .

A bill to promote safe intercourse with the territory of Oregon, to
suppress violent acts of aggression on the part of certain Indian tri bes
west of the Indian territory, Neocho, be tter p rotect the revenue, for
the transportation of the mail, a nd for other purposes.

• SY N OP SIS OF T HE ACT•

S nCTJOs I . Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa
tives of the United States of America , in Congress assembled, that
from and after the passage of this act, there shall be estab lished at
suitable d istances, and in convenien t and proper p laces to be selected
by the Presiden t, a chain of agri cu ltural posts or farming stations,
extending at intervals from t he present most usual crossing of the
Kansas river, west of the western boundary of the state of Missouri ,
thence ascending the P latte ri ver on its southern border, thence
th ro ugh the valley o f the Sweetwater ri ver to Fort H all , and thence to
settlements o f the Willamette in the territory of Oregon. Which said
posts shall have for their object to set examples o f civilized industry
to the several Indian tribes, to keep th em in proper subjection to the
laws of the United States, to suppress violent and lawless acts al ong
the said line of frontier, to facilitate the passage of t roops and muni
tious of war into and out of the said territory of Oregon, and the trans
portation of the mail as h ereinafter p rovided.
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SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, that there shall reside at each
of said posts one superintendent having charge thereof, with full power
to carry into effect the provisions of this act, SUbject always to such
instructions as the President may impose, one deputy superintendent
to act in like manner in case of the death, removal or absence of the
supe rin tenden t, and such other artificers and laborers, not exceeding
twenty in number. as the said superintendent rna)' deem necessary
for the conduct and safety of said posts, all o f whom shall be subject
to his appointment and liable to removal.

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the
President to cause to be erected at eac h of the said posts, su itable
buildings for the purpose herein con templated, to-wit : One m ain
dwelling house, one store house, one blacksmith's and gunsmith's
shop, and one carpen ter shop, with such and so many other buildings
for storing the products and supplies of said posts as he may from time
to time deem expedient ; to supply the same with all necessary itnple
ments of mechani cal art and agricultural labor incident thereto, and
with all such other articl es as he may j udge requisite and proper for
the safety , defense and comfort thereof.

To cause the said posts, in his discretion, to be visited by detach
ments of the troops stationed on the western frontier, to suppress
through the said posts the sale of munition s of war to the Indian
tribes in case of hostilities, and annually to lay before Congress at its
general session , full return s, verified by the oaths of the several super
intendents, of the several acts by them performed, and of the condi
tion of the said posts, with the income and expenditures growing out
of the same , respective ly.

Sec. 4. And be it further en acted, that the said super intedeu t shall
he appointed by the president, by and with the advice and consent o f
the senate, for the term of four years, with a salary of two thousand
dollars, payable out of any moneys in the treasury not otherwis e
appropriated; that they shall respectivel y take a n oath before the dis
tri ct judge of the United S tates for the western distri ct of Missouri ,
faith fully to disch arge th e d uties imposed on them in and by the pro
visions o f tbts act. and g ive a bond to the president of the Un ited
States, and to his successors in office and assigns, with sufficient
security to be approved by the said j udge in at least the penalty of
twen ty-five thousand dollars, condit ioned to indemnify the president,
his successors or assigns, for any unlawful acts by them performed , or
injuries committed by virtue of their offices, which said bonds may a t
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any time be assigned for prosecution against the said respective super
intendents aud their sureties upon applicat ion to the said judge at
the instance of the United States district a ttorney or of auy private
party aggrieved.

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of said
superintendents to cause the soil adjacent to said posts, in exten t not
exceeding 640 acres , to be cultivated in a farmer-like manner, aud to
produce such articles of cul ture as in their j udgment shall be deemed
the most profitab le and available for the maintenance of said posts,
for the supply of troops and other govern ment agen ts which m ay from
time to time resort thereto, and to render the products aforesaid ade
quate to defraying all the expenses of l abor in and ab out said posts,
a nd the salary of the said deputy superi ntenden t, without resort to
t he treasury o f the United States, remitting to t he sec retary of the
treasury yearly a sworn statement of the same, with the surplus m on
eys, if any there sh all be.

.
Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, that the said several superin

tendents of posts shall , ex-officio, be su pe rintende nts of Indian
a ffai rs west of the Indian Territory, Neocho, subordinate to and
under t he full con trol of the comm issioner-general of Indian affairs
at W ashington. That they sh all, by virtue of their offices , be
conservators of the pea ce, with full powers to the exten t here
inafter prescribed, in all cases of cr imes and misdemeanors ,
whether comm itted by citizens of the Un ited States or by Indians
within the frontier line aforesaid. That they shall have power
to admin ister oaths, to be valid in the several courts of the
U nited States, to perpetuate testimony to be used in said cour ts ,
to take acknowledgements of deeds and ot her specialties in writing ,
to take probate of wills and the testaments executed upon the said
frontier of which the testators shall have died in transit between the
state of Missouri and the territo ry of Oregon , and to do and certi fy all
notarial acts , and to perform the ceremony of marriage, with as legal
effect as if the said several acts above enumerated had been perform ed
by the magistrates of any of the states having power to perform the
sen-ice. That they shall h ave power to arrest and remove from the
line a foresaid all di sorderly white persons, and all persons exciting
the Indians to hostilities, and to su rrende r up all fugitives from j ustice
upon the requisition of the governor of an y of the slates ; that they
shall have power to demand of the several tribes within the said fron
tier line, the surrender of any Indian or Indians committing acts in
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co ntradiction of the laws of the United States, and in case of such
surrender, to infl ict punishment thereon, accord ing to the tenor a nd
effect of said laws, without further trial , p resuming such offend ing
Indian or Indians to have received the trial and condemnation of the
tribe to which he or they may belong ; to in tercept and seize all arti
cles of contraband trade, wh ether in troduced in to their j urisdiction in
violation of the ac ts imposing duties or imports, or of the acts to reg
ulate trade a nd intercourse with the several Indian tribes, to transmit
the same to the marshal of the western district of Missouri, together
with the proofs necessary for the co nfiscation thereof, and in every
such case the superi ntendent shall be entitled to and receive one-half
the sale value of the said confiscated articl es, and the other hal f be
disposed of as in like cases arising under the ex isting revenue laws.

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, that the several superintenden ts
shall have and keep at their several posts seals of office for the legal
authent ication of their public acts herein enumerated, and that the
said seals shall have as a device the spread-eagle, with the words,
' <U. S. Superintendency of the Fron tier." engraved thereon,

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted. that the said superintendents
shall be entitled, in addition to the salary hereinbefore granted, the
follo w ing perqu isites and fees of office, to-wit : For the ac knowledg
ment of all deeds and specialties, the sum of one dollar ; for the ad
min istrat ion of all oaths, twenty-five cents ; for the authentication of
all copies of written instruments, one dollar; for the perpetuation of
all testim ony to be used in the United Slates courts, by the folio, fi fty
cents ; for the probate of all wills and testaments, by the folio, fi fty
cents ; for all other wri t ing done by the folio, fi fty cents ; for solem
nizing marriages, two dollars, including the ce rtificate to be given to
the partie s ; for the surrender of fugitives from j ust ice, in addition to
the necessary costs and expenses of arrest and detention, which shal l
be verified to the demanding gove rnor by the affidavit of the superi n
tendent, ten dollars.

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, tbat the sa id superin tenden ts
shall, by virtue of their offices, be postmasters at the several stat ions
for which they were appointed , and as such shall be required to fac ili
tate the tran sportation of m ail to and from the territory of Oregon
a nd th e nearest postoffice within the state of Missouri, subject to a ll
the regulations of the postoffice department, and with a ll the immu
nities and privileges of tbe postmasters in the several states, except
that no additional compensat ion shall be allowed for such services,
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and it is h ereby made t he duty of the postmaster-general to cause pro
posals t o be issued for the tran sportation of the mail along the line of
said posts, t o and from the said t erritory, within six m onths afte r the
p assage of this act.

Sec. 10. And be it fur ther enacted, that the sum of - th ousand
dollars be and the same is h ereb y appropriated out of any moneys in
the treasury, not otherwise appropriated, for the purpose of carrying
in to effec t the several provisions of this act.

[ Wh en this letter and bill were written by Dr. Whit man it was not
settled whet her Oregon belonged to the United States or G reat Britain ,
hen ce it was imp ossible for any bill to be passed by Congress for the
government of Oregon . But from these papers it will be seen that
Dr. Whitman was doing al l h e could to hel p the emigrants on their
way t o Oregon, an d to provide t hem with their mail a fter they should
arrive. H e" k new th at the question o f who should own Oregon would
be settled by the fact of who sh ould occupy Oregon , h ence h e did
what h e could so tbat th e route and passage fo r Americans should be
as safe and easy as possible.- M; EELLS.]



LETIERS WRITIEN BY MRS. WH ITMAN
FROM OREGON TO HER RELATIVES

IN NEW YORK.

[ The following letters were obtained from Mrs. Whitman's rel a
tives now living iu Ohio. WiUI permission'to use such parts of them as
might be thought best. They have been printed in detail snbstantia lly
as written , because to have om itted more than oue occasional sentence
would have destroyed their value in g iving a n insigh t into the coudi
t ious and ci rcumstances surrounding the fives o f her husband a nd
h erself, including a Dumber o f other missionaries and earl y pioneers.
- SECRETARY.]

O x BOARD STEA"IBOAT S IAM, }
March 1S. 1836.

Dear, Dear II/other : - Your proposal concerning keeping a diary
as I journey comes before m;y mi nd often. I h ave Dot found it prac
t icable while traveling by land, although many events have passed
which , i f noted as they occurred, mi ght have been interesting. \Ve
left Pittsburgh this morning at ten o 'clock, and are sailing at the
rate of thirteen miles an hour. It is delightful passing so rapidly
down the waters of the beautiful river. The moriou of tbe boat is very
agreeable to me, excep t while writing. Our accommodations are
good ; we occupy a stateroom where we can be as retired as we wish.
Two boats left Pittsburgh before we did, but they are now in onr rear.
The captain of o ne of them beca me very angry because we attempted
to pass, and shot into our path before us. For a t ime we thought
inj ury would be done by their coming in con tact , but we passed h er
unhurt. The Siam was a very strong boat, and might have sunk the
o ther without much di fficulty . It is au imposing scene to see the
march of these stately figures as they pass us on the waters. Some
are very large, and are swarming with inhabitants. It has been quite
pleasant to-day, bu t too cold to be on deck m uch of the time. We
have seen no snow since we le ft the Allegheny mountains.

March 28.-We have j ust come on board the Maj estic. It is rightly
named, for it is one of the largest boats on tbe river. We are now
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sailing on the waters of the great Mississippi. When I commenced
this sheet we had just left Pittsburgh. We arrived in Cincinnati
Thursday noon. Found Brother Spalding. Said h e had been waiting
for us anxiously for a fortnight; spen t the remainder of the week in
making arrangements for our j ourney, and on the Sabbath had a very
interesting time with the disciples of Jesus there ; felt strengthened
and comforted as we left th em, to pursue our j ourney into the wilder
ness. Much good feeling was manifested in the cburcbes-a deep
interest appeared to he taken in the missions. Especially our two
Indian youth attracted the gaze and admiration of a crowd on Sabbath
evening. You will probably hear from us through the Rev. Mr. Nor
ton, who promised to write Brother Hall. Miss Matthews teacher in
the colored school , promises to write to Jane. We left Tuesday noon
in the Junius a nd expected to arrive in St. Louis before the Sabbath.
but our expectations were not realized, and Saturday night found us
on the waters of the Mississippi, eighty-nine miles from St. Louis. We
felt it our duty not to travel on the Sabbath, a nd determined to leave
the boat, although many on board tried to persuade us to remain. and
h ave preaching on the Sabbath , and of the number one was a Presby
terian minister from New York, who appeared quite anxious to detain
us. At ten o'clock we landed at Chester, Illinois, and had a most de
lightful Sabbath of rest with the few disciples ofJesus we found there.
An aged minister, who had been toiling in this part of the vineyard
ever since the year 1817. we found of a kindred spiri t. He preaches
to several co ngregations. Said he had not had a brother minister to
preach for him since he had been there ; and to have a mission family
call and enj oy the privileges of the Sabbath 'with him seemed like
angels' visits. He had heard of their passing and repassing, often.
Mr. Spalding preached in the forenoon, and in the afternoon my hus
band requested the children and youth to meet in a Sabbath school,
and we distributed a number of books among them. Of the number
we found one young man who professed to be a R oman Catholic- said
he wanted to know our religion -had not a Protestant Bible, but if he
haJ one would read it attentively. My husband gave him a testament,
for which he appeared grateful.

Since we came OD board we have come on very pleasantly; our
accommodat ions are better here than on any previous boat-excellent
cooks, and enough to eat-servants who stand at our elbows ready to
supply every want.

Five o'clock.-We are now fast upon a saud-bar, but think we shall
soon get off, It has rained all day-a dense fog covers the river, so
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that it is impossible to sh un them. we sh all be obliged to lie still
to-night.

29th, Tuesday morning .- Fog very thick this m orning , but now
appears to be dispersing . We shall expect to see St. Louis to-day .
Cold and damp, and am obliged to stay in my room. Can scarcely
resist the temptation to stand out .to view the shores of this maj estic
river. Varied scenes present themselves as we pass up-beautiful
landscapes -on the one side high and rugged bluffs, and o n the other
low plains.

•
Evening.c--We are now in port. Husband has been to the office,

expecting to find letters from dear, dear friends at home, but find
none. Why have they not written ? seeing it is the ve ry last , last
time they will have to cheer my h eart with intelligence from home,
borne. sweet borne, and the fri ends I love. But I am not sad. M y
h ealth is good. My mind completely occupied with present duty and
passin g even ts. St. Louis bas a commanding sit uation. It is so late
and foggy, our view of it as we come in is quite indistinct.

Wednesday, 30th .- A boat is in port , ready to take us up the Mis
souri, a ud will leave to-day. I intended to write several letters from
here, expecting to spend some time, but as we m ade our purchases at
Cincinnati, it is not necessary. When we were in Pittsburgh we heard
that the Fur Company 's steamboat Diana b ad left St. Louis. We then
expected to make our journey from Liberty to Bellvie w by land, prob
ably on horseback, 300 miles of which would have been the most dif
ficult part of the j ourn ey, on account of tbe season and high water.
But Providence h as orde red it otherwise. S ince we ar ri ved here we
learn that the Diana snagged herself and sunk , but in shallow water,
so that no lives were lost. \Ve have the promise o f overtak ing her
before we reach Liberty. She is now lying up for repai rs and drying
her freight. We bad a call from a gentleman this morning, who has
resided in the mountai ns. Richard knew him very well. Is going
back with us. He was formerly from Cincinnati. It seems to me now
that we are on the very borders of civilization , although we sb all
pass many towns on our way to Li berty. At this moment my feelings
are peculiar. I hardly know how to define them. I have not one
feeling of regret at the step which I h ave taken , but count it a privi
lege to go forth in the name of my Master, cheerfully bearing the toil
and pr ivat ion that we ex pect to encounter. I intend to write home
from Council Bluffs if I am not prevented, and g ive some statements
which I cannot now. We could not pack all contained in that box
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sent us from Angelica. What we could not, Brother \Vhitman took
home to sell for us, and sent the avails to St . Louis. How anxiously
I looked for a line or two from some one of the dear family, in that box'
somewhere, but J saw none. Jane, don't forget to write to them for
me. It is ou t of my power to write as much as I should like to.
How often I think of the Christians in Angeli ca-those beloved sisters
and brotbers, with whom we have knelt before the al tar of prayer.
Surely , now I feel the influen ce of their prayers, al though widely sep
arated . Say to them we wish them to rej oice with us, and thank God
for his kind protection, and the p rosperity which h as attended us since
we left home ; we are making ar rangements for crossing the moun
tains, and sball expect to, unless prevented in the Providence of God.
I t h ink I should like to whisper in mother's ear many things which I
cannot write. If 1 could only see her in her room for one-hal f bour.
This much I can, m other. 1 have one of the k indest husbands, and
the very best every way. Tell father by the side of his calomel he
has taken a quarter of a pound of lobelia and a large quantity of cay
enne, which wilt ans wer my purpose better than some of the apotlie
cary medicines.

My husband un ites with m e in sending a great deal of love to dear
fri ends there-G. and F. J., C. H. E . and N., and to father and
motber. Mr. and Mrs. Spalding will go with us over the mountains.
We send our Cbristian regard to Brother and Sister Hull , Brother and
Sister Allen and Siste r Patrick, and all who inquire. 1 have become
very much interested in the Nez Perces lads ; they a re ve ry affec
tionate and seem to wish to please us in every th ing. We t h ink t hey
will be of great service to the mission in various ways. We have j ust
had a call from Dr. and Mrs. Misner. 'Ve expect the boat will leave
us soon.

F arewell dear, dear parents. Pray for your unworthy ch ildren.

N ARCISSA 'VUITM AN.

P. S .- l\lother , I forgot to say that I beard Dr. Beecher in C,_when
I was there. Was introduced to Rev. Mr. Galliger , but did not hear
him. My husband heard him in Pittsburgh-I was not able to go to
ch urch that day, because of a severe head ache. Dr. B. appears th e
same in the pulpit that he does at a distance-I m ean his preaching .
He is a small man, quite indifferent in h is appearance. I could hardly
believe it was he when I saw him co me. N. W.

Mr. Stephen Prentice,
Angelica, Allegheny Co. ,

New York .
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ON BOARD STEAMBOAT CHARITON, "}
Thursday, March 31, 1836.

D ear SisterJane : - We did not leave last night, as expected, and
the day being yeT)" pleasant, gave me an opportunity of visiting the
city. Received a call from our old acquaintance, Rev. Milton Kim
ball, and with him visited tbe cathedral. It was high -m ess day.

We left the cathedral, after staying about an hour ; called and
made some purchases, then returned to the boat, and found that Mr.
Lovej oy had called, to give us an invitation to dinner with h im, Felt
to regret very much that 1 did not see Irim. M)" husband saw him.
He wished to k now when we were married, because he designed to
publish it in the Observer. He sti ll continues to edit his paper in St.
Lo uis.

'Ve left 81. Louis immediately after dinner. Passed many delight.
ful residences in Missouri, on the banks of the ~rississippi, just as we
leave the city. Dwellings situated upon mounds, and many remain
ing ones yet to be occupied-natural mounds, in appearance like that
in Amity, on ly much larger. One of them is the situation of a female
academy, now building. My next curiosity was Uncle Sam's tooth.
pullers-two huge-looking boats lying to. They fea rl essly ron into
danger, search out difficulties, and remove them. I should like to see
them in operation, but sh all not expect to 1I0W. Twilight had nearly
gone when we en tered the waters o f the great Missouri, but the moon
shone in her brightness. It was a beautiful evening . My husband
and myself went upon the top of the boa t, to tak e a m ore com mand
ing view of the scenery. How majestic, how g rand , was the scene!
the meeting of two such great waters. If Surely, how admirable are
thy work s, 0 Lord of Hosts." I could h ave dwelt upon the scene
st ill longer with pleasure. But Brother Spalding called us to prayers,
a nd we left beholding the works of God for his immediate worsh ip.

Aprillst.-Nothing of much importance occurred to-day. My eyes
ale sa tiated with the same beautiful scenery all along the coasts of this
mighty river, so peculiar to this western country, One year ego to-day
since my husband first arrived in 81. Louis on his exploring route to
the mountains. We are one week earlier passing up the river this
spring than he was last }·ear. " 'hile the boat stopped to take in wood
we went On shore, fonnd some rushes, picked a branch of cedar, went
to a spring for clear water (t he river water is very ri ly at all t imes),
a nd rambled considerably in pursuit of new objects, One of these cir-
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cumstances I must mention, which was quite divertin g to us. On the
rock s n ea r the river we found a great quantit y of the prickly pear.
Husband knew from experience the effects of handling them, and cau
tioned me against thew, but I thought I could just take one and put it
in my India-rubber aproD pocket. and carry it to the boat. I d id so,
but after ram bling a little I th ough t to tak e it out , and behold, my
pocket was filled with its needles, just like a caterpill a r's bristles. I
became considerably annoyed with them ; they covered my bands, and
I h ave scarcely got rid of them yet. My husband would h ave laughed
at me a little, were it n ot for h is own misfortune. He thoug ht to dis
cover what kind of mucilage it was b)' t asting it-cut one in tw o. bit
it, and covered his lips com plet ely. We then had to sympath ize with
each ot h er , and were glad to render mutual assistance in a case of
extermination.

April and, even ing, ten o'clock.c-We have come on well since we
left St . Louis. Sailed all n igh t last nigh t, which is a rare thing on
this river. on accoun t of the snags and sand-bars. We are now at
Jefferson City. about half way to Liberty from SL Louis. H ow long we
stop here 1 do not know-perhaps all night.

Monday, 4tb.- We passed the wreck of the Steamboat Siam to-dey
about noon. It is in deed a melancholy sig ht. She was n ot quite a
year old . She rau upon a snag and san k, last winter, No lives lost.
We stopped to-day at Ch ari ton , about an h our. \ Ve went on shore
and visited a steam sa wm ill. It was quite a cu riosity, as well as the
great engine t hat p ropels th e boat upon th e mighty waters.

Thursday , 7th .-Very p leasant. but cold . This morning the tber
mometer stood at 240 at nine o'clock . I have not seen any snow since
we left the Allegheny mountain s. before the 15th of March . I should
lik e to know about the snow in New York . I s it a ll gone? H ow did
it go. and the conseque nces? Mar)', we have had a sick one with us
all the way since we joined Dr. Satterlee . Mrs. Satterlee has had a
very bad cough and cold, which h as kept her feeble. She is n ow
recovering, a nd is as well as can be expected. The rest of us bave
been very well, except feeling the effects of drinking the river water.
I am an exception. h owever. My health was never better than since
I h ave been on the river. I was weighed last week . and came up to
136 pounds. I think I sh all endure the j ourney well-perhaps better
than any o f the rest of us. Mrs. Spalding d oes not look nor feel
quite healthy enough for OUT enterprise. Rid ing affects her differently
from what it does me. Everyone who sees me compliment s me as
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being the best able to endure the journey over the mountains. Sister
S. is vel)' resolute-no sh rink ing with her. She possesses much forti 
tude. I like h er very much. She wears 'Well upon acquai ntance. She
is a very suitable person for Mr. Spalding- has the right temperment
to match hi m. I think we shall get along very well together ; we
have so far. I have such a good place to shelt er- uude r m y h usband 's
wi ngs. H e is so excellent. I love to confide in his j udgment, and act
unde r h im. He is j ust like mother in telling me my faili ngs. He does
it in such a way that I like to have him, for it gives me a chance to
improve. J ane, if you wan t to be happy. get as good a h usband as I
have got, and be a missionary. Mary, I wish you were with us. You
would be happy, as I am. The way looks pleasant, notwithstanding
we are so near encou ntering the difficulties of an u nheard-of journey
for femal es. I think it would do your health good, as well as Lyman
and Brother J . G., too.

This letter is free plunder. J ane, I will write to you again . What
I sa)' to one, I sa)' to all. I should like to write to e~ch of you, sepa
rately, hut I wish to write so many ways that my time is so occupied
that I caunot write as much as I want to. S ince we have been here
we have mad e our tent. It is made of bedticking, in a conical form,
large enough for us all to sleep under-viz. : Mr. Spaldi ng a nd wife,
Dr. \\'hitman and wife, Mr. Gray, Richard Tak-ah-too-eh.tis, and J ohn
Aitz; quite a little family- raised with a centerpole and fastened dow n
with pegs, covering a large circle. Here we shall live, eat and sleep
for the summer to come. at least- perhaps longer. Mary , you inquired
concern ing my beds and bedding . I will tell you . W e five spread
our India-rubbe r doth on the grcund , then our blankets, and encamp
for t he nigh t . We take plenty of Mackinaw blankets, which ans wer
for our bed and bedding, and when 'We journey place them over our
saddles a nd ride on them. I wish you could see our outfit.

I had made for me, in Brother Augustus' shoe store, in Rushville,
a pair of gentlemen's hoots, and from him we supp lied ou rsel ves with
what shoes we wanted. \Ve have each o f us a life-preserver, so that
if we fall into the water we shall not drown. They are made of India
rubber cloth, air-tight, and when filled with air and placed under the
ann will prevent one from sink ing . Each of us take a plate, knife
and fork and a t in cup. MaT}', when 'We are under way I will describe
the whole proceeding to you. When I see it before my eyes I can give
a better description, for I shall have a better understand ing of it.
H usband has got me an excellent sidesaddle, and a very easy horse.
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He made me a presen t of a mule to ride, the other day, so I do Dol
know which I shall1ike best- I have not tried the latter. Richard
says "That's ,-ery bad mule-cao't catch buffaloes." That is the lest
with him. An an imal's speed makes him good, in his eye. I shall
write you from Council Bluffs and at every opportu nit y, especially when
Mr. Parker returns. 'Ve have lately received a letter from Mrs. Par
keto 0 , what a spiri t it breathed! When we were there she said if
we co uld not get a minister to go with us we might keep Mr. Parker
until one came, if we would only go on, and even now she bas given
permission for him to stay a year longer, and visit another t ribe to the
south. I wish I could show you her letter. You say Brother J. G.
and his wife have been to Ithaca. Why did he not go when 1 was
there ? I had a good visit with Deacon and Mrs. Rolla, and a piece of
a song , too , but not hal f enough . He sen t me t he u l\1issionar}" s
Farewell," by Dr. Satterlee ; music, U}' h imself. Alas ! m)' husband
don ' t come to-nig ht ; the wi nd has blown so hard that I expect he has
not been able to cross the river. Brother Gray is with him. I shall
not feel so anxious about him on that account, SO adieu for to -nig ht.
It is most ten o'clock, and the fa mily have a11 gone to rest.

I should like to tell you bow the western people talk , if I had
room. Their language is so singular that I co uld scarcely understand
them, yet it was very amusing. In speaking -of quan tity, t hey say .. heap
of man, heap o f water, she is heap sick", etc. If J"OU ask, .. H ow does
your wife d o to-day ? " .. 0, she is smartly better, I reckon , but she
is powerful weak ; she has been mighty bad. What's the m atter with
your eye ? "

W ALL A W AL LA, Dec. 5, 1836.

JlfJ' D ear JlIothN':- I have been thinking of my beloved parents
this evening; of the parting scene, and of the probability that I shall
never see those dear faces again white I live. S weet as it used to be,
when my heart was full , to sit down a nd pour into my mother's bosom
aU my feeli ngs, both sad and rejoicing; now, when far away from the
parental roof, and th irsting for che same precious privilege, I take my
pen and find a sweet re lief in giving h er my history in the same
familiar way. Perhaps no ODe el se feels as I do. It would be, indeed ,
a great satisfaction to me to have my mother know h ow I d o (rom day
to day-what my employment and prospects are-but more especially
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the dealings, the kind dealings of my Heavenly Father towards us
cont inually.

We left Vancouver Thursday noon, Nov. grd, in two boats-Mr.
McLeod, myself and baggage in one, and Mr. S. in the other. We
were well provided for in everyth ing we could wish-good boats, with
strong and faithful men to manage them ; indeed, eight of them were
Iroquois Indians, from Montreal-men accustomed to the water from
their ch ildhood, a nd well ac quainted with the dangers of this river.
Mr. Mckeod 's accompanying us was as unexpected as desirable. He
only came in to Vancouver two days previous to our leaving , from en
ex pedition to the Umpqua, south of the Willamette . It rained some
that afte rnoon, also on the ath and gth ~ the 6th it rained all day,
nearly , end the wind was very strong, but in our favor, so that we
kept our sail up most of the day. Our boat was well covered with an
oilcloth . I succeeded in k eeping myself dry by wrapping well in my
cloak and getting under the oilcloth. At night, when a great fire was
made, our tents pitched and the cloth spread for tea, all was pleasant
and comfortable. I rolled my bed and blankets in m)' India-rubber
cloak , which preserved them quite well from the rain, so that n ights I
slept warm and com fortable as ever. My featherbed was of essential
service to me in keeping my health this rainy voyage. Did not expect
to ge t one when 1 wrote from Vancouver.

On the morning of the 7th we a rrived at the Cascades, made the
portage and breakfasted. H ad co nsiderable rain . The men towed the
boats up the falls, on the opposite side of the river, The water was
very low, aud m arie it exceedingly difficult for them to drag the boats
up, in the midst of the rocks and noise of the foaming waters. Some.
times they were obliged to lift the boats over the rocks, at others go
arouud them, to the en tire destruction of the gum upon them, whi ch
prevents them from leaking . It was nearly night before all were safely
over the difficult passage, and our boats gummed, reedy (or launching,

Sth .c-Break fasted just below The Dalles. Passed them without
unloading the boats . This was done by attaching a strong rope of
considerable length to the stern o f the boat, two men only remaining
in it to gu ide and k eep it clear of the roc ks, while the remainder, and
as many Indians a s can be obtained, draw it along with the rope,
walking upon the edge of the rocks above the frightful precipice. At the
Little Dalles, j ust above these, the curreut is exceedingly stro ng a nd
rapid, a nd full of whirlpools. Not recollecting the place particularly,
at the request of the bowsmau I remained in the boat, being quite
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fatigued with my walk past th e otber Dalles. It is a terrific sight, and
a frightful place to be in, to he drawn along in such a narrow channel,
between such h igh, craggy , perpendicular bluffs, the men with the
rope clambering someti mes upon their b ands and knees upon the very
edge, so high above us as to appear small, like boys . Many times the
rope would catch against the rocks and oblige someone t o crawl care
fully over the b orrible precipice to unloosen it, much to the danger of
his iife. When my husband came up, in passing this place, the rope
caugh t in a place so difficult of access that no one would venture h is
life to extricate it, for some time . At last, an Indian ventured. When
he had ascended sufficien tly to unfasten it, he was unable to return,
and did not until he was drawn up by a rope. They had another acci
dent which threatened both th e lives of some of them, and the prop
erty, and but for the protecting hand of God would have been lost.
While the men with the rope were climbing up a steep and difficult
ascent, the rope lodged upon a rock, which held it fast, and had it
remained there until all hands had gained t heir point and commenced
hauling, all would have been well ; but one of the men above prema
turely shoved it off. The cu rrent took the boat down stream rapidly,
in spite of every effort to save it, prostrating all hands u pon the rocks,
and some of them were nearly precipitated down the precipice by the
rope. The boat received no injury , but was safely moored below The
Dalles, on the opposite shore. Our husbands, with the men, obtained
an Indian canoe and crosse d to the boat. Thus they were preserved.
It was just night as we succeeded in passing this difficult place in
safety, for wh ich we desired to be grateful. Many boats have been
dashed to pieces at these places, and more than a hundred lives lost.
The water was very low at th is time, which m akes the danger much
less in passing them. No rain to-day . Thursday we made the portage
of the chutes, and were all day about it. While on land, bad several
heavy showers. Friday, also, was another soak ing-wet day ; the
n ight, too . This was dreary enough. Saturday was much m ore
pleasant-no rain. We arrived at Walla Walla ear ly Sabbath morning,
in health, with all our effects preserved to us, mercifull y. I fel t that I
had great cause to bless and praise God, for so seasonable a return,
and under such favorable circu mstances. H usband came from our
location on the rSth , Had succeeded in making a comfortable place
for me, but because of Mr. Pembrun's earnest solicitation for me to
remain a few weeks with his family, I did not return with him. Mr.
and Mrs. P. are exceeding kind-appear to feel that they cannot do
too much to make us con tented and h appy here. In the meantime, I
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am cheerfully engaged in teaching the wife and daughter to read. \Ve
consider it a very k ind providence to be sit uated near one family so
interesting, and a native female that promises to be so much society
for me. She is Ieamiug to speak the English language quite fast. Mr.
and Mrs. S. left Walla Walla for their location, on the aand of No
vember, Mr. Gray going with them to assist in building, etc. This
dear sister goes very cheerfully to her location. ex pecting to live in a
skin lodge until her house is built ; and this, too, in the dead of win
ter ; but she prefers it to remaining here, and so should I.

Heard from husband last week, and of the death of Hinds, a col•ored man who came with us from Re ndezvous on account of his
•

health, be ing fa r gone with the dropsy , Already death has entered
our house, and lai d one low.

Dec. Sth .- Received intelligence that husband was coming to
m orrow to remove our effects and myself to our new home. It is an
agreeable thought to be so near a fixed location a fter journeying so
long,

Dec. 26th .- \Vhere are we now, an d 'who are we that we should be
thus blessed of the Lord ? I can scarcely realize that we are thus
comfortably fixed, and keeping bouse , so soon after ou r marriage,
when consideri ng what was then before us. \Ve arrived here on the
tenth-distance, twen ty-five miles from Walla \Valla. F ound a house
reared and the leau-to encl osed , a good ch imney and fi replace, and
the floo r l aid. No windows or door except bla nkets. My heart truly
leaped for j oy as I alighted from my horse, entered and seated myself
before a pleasant fire (for it was llOW night). It occurred to me that
my dear pa rents had made a similar beginning, and perhaps a more dif
ficu lt one than ours. We had neither straw, bedstead or table, nor
anyth ing to m ake them of except green cottonwood. All our boa rds
are sa ,...ed by b an d . Here my husband lind h is laborers (two Owybees
from Vancouver a nd a man who crossed the mountains with us), and
Mr. Gray, have been encamped in tents since the roth of October ,
toiling excessive ly bard to accomplish this much for our com fortable
residence d uring the remainder of the winter .

It is, indeed, a lovely situation , We are on a beautiful level- a
peninsula fanned by the branches of the Walla Walla river, upon the
base of which our house stands, on the sou theast corner, near the
shore of the m ain r iver . To run a fen ce across to the opposit e river,
on the north from our house-this, with the river, would enclose 300
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acres of good land for cultivation , all directly under the eye. The
rivers are barely sk irted with timber. This is all the woodland we
can see; beyond them, as far as the eye can reacb, plains and moun
tains appear. On the east, a few rods from the bouse, is a range of
small hills, covered with buncbgrass-a very excellen t food for an i
mals, and upon which they subsist during winter, even digging it from
under the snow.

•
\VI-EI.-ET-POO. March 30, 1837.

Dear Parents, Brothers and Sisters: - Again I can speak of the
goodness and mercy of the Lord to us in an especial manner. On the
evening of my birthday, March rath, we received the gi ft of a little
d au ghter- a treasure invaluable. During the winter my heal th was
very good, so as to be able to do my work. About a week before her
birth, I was afflicted with an inflam matory rash , which confined me
mostly to m y room. Afte r repeated bleeding, it abated very consid 
erably. Mrs. Pambrun had been with me two weeks previous to this, and
h as been much ou t of h ealth. She, with my h usband , d ressed the babe.
It would have made you smile to see them work over the little creat 
ure. Mrs. P. never saw one d ressed before as we dress them, having
been accustomed to dress her own in the n ative style . I was able to
lend a helping hand and arrange the clothes for them, etc. Between
us all , it was done very ' v'ell. She slep t very quiet that night, but the
next night she cried very hard. All the reason of it was that she was
hung ry, aud we d id not think to feed her soon enough. On the second
d ay I dressed her alone, sitting in the bed, and h ave ever since. I
slept but little the t wo first nights, hut since h ave got my usual sleep.
She is a very quiet ch ild , both night a nd day-s-sleeps all night without
nursing m ore than once, sometimes not at all.

Th us you see, be loved sis ters. h ow the missionary does in h eathen
lands. No mother, no sister, to relieve me of a single care-only an
affectionate husband, who, as a physician and nurse, exceeds all I ever
knew. lie was excessively pressed with care and labor d ur ing the
whole time of my confinemen t . I received all the atten t ion I required
of him. H e had my washing and the cooking to do for the family .
(M rs. P. h ad two ch ild ren with her, and , on account of her ill health,
she could not give much essisteuce. ) During the same week we were
thronged with company, for the whole camp of Indians had arrived.



OREGON PIONEER ASSOCIATION. 91

Mr. Gray spent several days 'wi th us at this time ; also, Mr. Pambrun
and Mr. Ermatinger paid us a visit on Friday. and left on Saturday.
All this, with the care of four men a nd two boys that know little or
notbing about work, just at the commencement o f plowing, etc.,
requires many steps for one man alone. It was a very great m ercy
that I have been able to take the whole care of my babe, and that she
is so well and quiet. The little stranger is visited daily by the ch iefs
and principal men in camp, and the women throng the house contin
ually, waiting an opportunity to see her. H er whole appearance is so
new to them. Her complexion , her size and dress, etc., all excite a
deal of wonder ; for they never raise a ch ild here except th ey are
lashed tight to a board, and the girls ' heads undergo the flattening
process. I have 110t yet described my babe to you. I think her grand
m other would willingly own her as one of her number of babies,
could sh e see her. H er hair is a light brown, and we think will be
like her aunts Jane and H arriet. She is plnmp and large, bolds ber

\
head up finely, and looks about considerably. S he weighs ten pounds.
Fee-low-ki-ke, a kind, fr iendly Indian, call ed to see her the nest day
after she was born. Said she was a Cayuse te-mi (Cayuse girl ), because
she was born on Cayuse wei -tis (Cayuse land ). He told us her arrival
was expected by all the people of the count ry- the ' Nez Perces,
Cayuses and Walla Wallspoos Indians, aud, now she bas arrived, it
would soon be heard of by them aU, and we must write to our land
and teU our parents and friends of it. The whole tribe are higbly
pleased because we allow her to be called a Cayuse girl. \Ve have
beautiful weather here this month. Travel here is as pleasant as May
in New York.

May and, 1837.-The opportunity of sending borne has come to
hand, but I have been able to write hut little. Mr. McLeod leaves
soon with an exped ition to Rendezvous, the same as last year. We
can send letters "very safely to Rendezvous, so long as this expedit ion
goes, but the great uncertainty lies in the ex pedi tion of the American
Fur Com pany. This year we are safe enough in sen ding. Mr. Gray
has made up his mind to go home this fall . In my last date I men
tioned his being here a few days. He assisted Mr. S. in building and
returned to Walla Walla the first of January, to await Mr. Ermatin
ger 's arrival from the Flathead coun try, on Iris way to Vancouver, for
supplies. Mr. Gray went with him to V., to prepare himself to ac
company Mr. E . into the Flathead country. He thinks of traveling
with them , in company with Mr. E. , for the purpose of learning their
language, with a view to a settlement among them. When he left us,
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in March , he did not th ink of returning to the States u ntil one year
from next fall , so we expected to see him again. He bas wri tten us
that be had determined to go this year. H e will meet Mr. Lend at
R endezvous, i f h is life is preserved. It would ha ve been agreeable for
us to have k nown of bis going', immediately when b e went from here,
that we might have sen t some th ings home by him. We have been
here so short a time, however, that we shou ld not have been able to
send man y t hings. H is present determination is to return in two
years, when we sh all expect letters in abu ndance. W e a te all very
well at present. I believe I was up and dressed t he day the babe was
a week old, and in a day or t wo after was about the h ouse, and the
next Sabbath wal k ed out of doors. The weather is very mild and
beautiful - so much so, that I do not require a fi re in my room but a
small part of the t ime. Fine, healthy at mosphere-no danger of ner
vous affectio ns here. I h ave not been troubled in the least as I used
to be. Mrs. P. remained with me until Friday of th e second we ek,
when she left her daughter, about t welve years of age, with us, for the
pu rpose o f being taught to read, etc . It being impossible for me to
obtain perman ent h el p here, husband wrote to V. for all orphan girl.
Dr. McLoughlin sent us one by express. She arrived the first of April.
I s entirely unacquainted with every kind of work , neither can she
speak t he E nglish language. Said to be sixteen, but she is not larger
than a g irl of twelve years . You ha ve no idea how difficult it is to
realize any benefit from those who do not understand you. During
t he winter, husband had two men only to assist h im-Nina and Green .
Green retu rns to the mountains again t his sp rin g , and Mr. Spalding
has sent us Jack again . These two Owybeee will remain with us we
know not how long. H ere we are lost again, because they speak a
different language. The)' are the best for labor o f any people t h is side
of the moun tains. The Indians do not love to work well enoug h for
us to p lace auy dependence upon them. I find a peculiar tender feel
ing in my heart for these Islanders, in consequence of my acquaint
ance with Obak ifi's history . Hope you will remember them especially
in your p rayers, that t hey may learn a k nowledge of the way of sal
vation . T hey have kind and tender feelings, and their attachments
are strong. There are quite a number in the con ntry. They make
excellent cooks and house servan ts. Our men do their own cooking,
a nd sometimes cook for m e.

The t h ird Sabbath after my babe wa s horn, the weather was too
cold to hold our meet ing out of doors. So many Indians h ad come
recently tbat it was impossible for all to get into our bouse . It was
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concluded best to go to the young ch ief Towen-too-e's lodge. I went,
with the babe, to assist in singing. Found it a very co nvenient place,
and completely filled. His part of it was remarkably clean and neat.
Several fam ilies join their lodges together, making a long h all. In
this way they hold great numbers. Their lodges are made of sk ins
and rush mats, and, with a fire in the cente r, they are very warm and
comfortable. The single lodges a re put up in the same way. Mr.
Dunbar describes tbem in his iournal.

Indeed, I should not attempt to sing with them, were it not for the
assistan ce my husband renders. You will recollect, when he was ill
Angelica, he could not sing a single tune. Now he is able to sing sev
eral tunes, and lead the school in them. This saves me a great deal
of hard singing . I have thought many times if the singers in my
father's family could have the same privilege, or were here to assist
me in the work, how much good they could do. I was not aware that
sing-ing was a qualification of so much importance to a m issionary.
While I was at Vancouver, one Indian woman came a g reat distan ce
with her daughter , as she said , to hear me sing with the ch ildren . The
boys have introduced all the tunes they can sing alone into their
m orning aurt evening worship-these th ey sing ve ry well. To be at a
distance and h ear them singing them, one would almost forget he was
in a savage land .

May 3.- We had a shor t call yesterday from Mr. Douglass , of Van
couver. He was appointed to go with the express across the m oun
tains th is season, but, on account of the sickness of Mr. B enzie, and
probable death , he was sen t for, to take his place in the store. There
has been much sickness, both at Vancouver, \Vall a Walla , and h ere,
and some deaths. The Indians here h ad but just begun to break
ground for planting, when many of them were taken sick with an
inflammatio n of the lungs. T his was severe upon them, and threw
them in g reat consternation. The old ch ie f Urutippe's wife was quite
sick, and came near dying. For a season they were satisfied with m y
husband's attention, and were doing well ; but when they would over
eat themsel ves, or go into a relapse from uuneccessary exposure, then
they must have tbeir te-wet doctors; .say that the medicine was bad ,
and all was bad. Their te-wat is in the same species of jugg ling as
practiced by the Pawnees, which Mr. Dunbar describes-playing the
fool over them, a nd giving no m ed icine . They employed them over
and over again, but they remained the same. Soon they became wear}'
o f th ese, and must have a more noted one. Umtippe got in a rage
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about his wife, and told my husband, while she was under his care,
that if his wife died that night he shou ld kill him. The contest has
been sharp between him and the Indians, and husband was nearly sick
with the excitement and care o f them. The chief se nt for the g reat
' Valla Walla te-wat for his wife, at last, who came, and after going
through severa l inca ntations, and receiving a horse and a blanket or
two, pronounced her well ; but the next day she was the same again.
Now his rage was against the te-wat-c-said he was bad, and ought to
be killed. When the t e-wats were called, husband had nothing more
to do with them. T heir sick ness com menced abou t the first of April,
a nd , through t he great mercy of God to us, none of them died to
whom m edicine was administered. Near the last of April, the old
ch ief was taken sick , and, n otwithstanding all his villainy, he came
to my husband to be doctored. H e was very sick , aud we thought he
would di e ; but t he medicine given him soon relieved him. Last Sat
urday th e war chief died at 'Valla Walla. H e w as a Cayuse, and a
relative of Umtippe ; was sick but six days ; em ployed the same \Valla
"'alIa te-wat Umt ipp e sen t for, hut he di ed in h is hands. T he same
d ay Ye-he-kis-kis, a younger brother of Umt ippe, went to 'Valla Walla ;
arrived about twilight, and shot the te-wat dead. Thus they were
avenged. Both Um ti ppe and his b rother went from our h ouse on th e
morning of the same day . It is but a few of the oldest men wh o are
filled with so much war and bloodshed. If they sh ould all di e, a n ew
character would a t once be gi ven to the whole tribe. The younger
ones naturall y possess a differen t disposition, and manifest an eager
desire to adopt the man ners and customs of civil ized life ; but they are
ruled by the ch iefs, and feel themselves obliged to bow in subj ection
to them.

N otwithstanding all our trials, yet our situation is enviable to
Brother an d Siste r Merrell 's. We have not their d ifficulties to con 
tend with. No alcohol here to dest roy men 's lives; neither do they
steal. I ha ve let my clothes remain out over night, feeling j ust as safe
in doing it as I used to in Prattsburgh. There is another ci rcumstance
which makes our sit uation very agreeable. There is not a man,
woman, and sc arcely a child, but what is well covered, and many of
them h ave changes o f garments . Some are dressed entirely in cloth
m ade in American style. Those who wear only a shirt and leggins, wear
a blank et or Buffalo sk in over their shoulders. The women and g irls'
dresses are made entirely of sk in .

Plurality of wives exists among all the tribes h ere. Their excuse
is, with many wives they h a've a plenty to eat , hut wh ere they have
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but one they have nothing. The women are slaves to their husbands
here, as well as in other heathen count ries. The system of head
flattening exists amo ng their people in a degree, but not to excess.
The girls' heads only are flattened. They consider it a peculiar mark
of beauty, and it makes them more acceptable in the sight of the men
as wives. They rai se but few of their ch ild ren. Great numbers of
them die. Those that live suffer a great deal from neglect, etc. I am
often asked why I do not put my dear babe in a te-cash (th is is the
name of their cradle), and think it very strange that she sh ould sleep
with m e without being tied up, so that I should not kill her.

But it is time for me to think of closing, as I am unable to write
without her on my lap. She is DOW seven w eeks old, and weighs thir
teen pounds. We have given h er the names of our mothers, Alice
Clarissa. We both have a sister of the same name al so. We think
she resembles h er g randmother Cla rissa very considerably, as well as
her mother. 0, the respon sibi lities of a m other ! To be a mother
in heathen lands, among savages, g ives feeling that can be known
oulv to those who are such. You see our situation. If ever we needed
your prayers and sympathies, it is at the present time. Ye mothers
of the maternal associations, let me beg an interest in your prayers,
especially for your unworthy sister , now she has become a mother, and
for my little one. I feel utterly incompetent for the place, and were
it not for the st rong arm of the Lord I should sink under the respon
sibilities resting upon me. The present crisis is a trying one to our
faith and confidence in God. . The sick ness continues yet among the
Indians. We hoped that it had abated . Last week the whole camp
le ft us, to go and d ig their camas, a root upon which tbey place great
depende nce, and an excel1en t food for them.

Monday of this week S tick -as, an excellent Indian, came back very
sick , and remains here yet. lIe has been taking medicine, a nd it ap
pears to have relieved him, in a measure ; but, because he is not all
abo ut immediately , he has become exceedingly uneasy and restless,
and talks abou t the te-wats. He, with m any other sensible ones in the
tribe, and men of influence, too, are convinced that it is a deception,
and not of God, yet no doubt feel a g reat st ruggle in their minds, to
entirely renounce that in which they have so long had i mplicit con fi 
dence. So far they remain firm, and we h ope soon to see its entire
overthrow.

It has been, and stilt is the case with tbem, when one dies in your
care they will hold you responsible for his life, and yon are in great
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dang-er of being killed. The on ly way of paci fying them is to pay
them well for the good you have endeavored to do them. Breth ren
Lees hav e found it so, and others have in this co un t ry, who h ave
wished to do them good.

We have bad no rai n th is sp ring , of any consequence. May 1St it
commenced , and has continued most of the time since. The most of
our planting was done previou.. to the rain .

I h ave not yet spoken of our eatables. We brought a good sup ply
of pork, flOUT, butter, etc., from Vancouver with us, and corn and po
tatoesjfrom Walla Walla. The Indians have furnished us a li ttle ven
ison-barely enough for our own eating-bu t to supply our men a nd
visitors we have k illed and eaten ten wild horses bought of the In
dians. This will make you pit}, us, but you had better save your pity
for more worth:' subjects. I do 110t prefer it to other meat , but can
eat it very well when we have nothing else. We have had milk since
the first of F ebruary ; t wo of ou r co ws calved about this time.

Bu t I must close, I cannot say how much we need your prayers,
and must beg of you again and again to pray unceasing ly for us. If
you would have us live, and not d ie, you must pray. \Vho will come
o ver and help us ? Weak. frail nature can not endure excessive care
and anxiety any great len gth of t ime, without falling under it. I refe r
more particularly to my husband, H is la bor this spring has affected
his healt h considerably, His old co mplain t in h is side affects h im
occasionally. We both fail of writing as much as we desire , H e is
unable to write to any of my friends, and so am I to his , a nd wish you
would copy my letters and send to his friends . He has requested the
same of them, with regard to h is letters,

Our love to you all, and the dear ch urch of Christ, Farewell .

N A RCISSA \VH ITMA!".

P. So-You are indebted to little Alice Clarissa's quiet disposition
for tbis sbeet. I h ave no cradle yet, and she has lain in my lap all
day ; for sh e does not like to be where she cannot she h er motber ,
long at a time. She recei ves many kisses for her grandparents, uncles
and aun ts, every day, She is now in bed with her fatber, sleeping
sweetly, She is pleasant company for me, here alone.

One o'clock , and I ret ire, leaving the sick Indian to h imself the
r emainder of the night.
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WI ELETPOO, 'VALLA WALLA RIVER, O REGON TERRITORY, }
March 14, 1838.

Very, Very Dear Parents :- More than two years b ave passed since
I left my fatber ' s h orne and not a single word bas been wafted hence.
or, perhaps I should say, has greeted my ears to a fford consolation in
a desponding h our. This long, long silence makes me feel the t ruth
of our sit uation, that we are far, very far removed from the land of
our birth and Christian privileges. I am weary of writing so much
about ourselves wi thout receiving a response, and yet I am anxious
that father and mother should know all about us. Our opportunities
of sending are so very favorable that I cannot well deny myself tbe
privilege of writing, although it is exceedingly di fficult for me to write
much. We send this by our excellent friend and kind benefactor,
Dr. J ohn McLoughlin, ch ief factor of the Han. Hudson 's Bay Com
pany. He starts in a few days for England, crosses the mountains
with the ex press on the northern route to Canada, fro m thence h e goes
to New York. H e had written us a few days since saying that he will
try and make it co nvenient to call at the missionary rooms, Boston.
We shall be very h appy to have h im do so. Probably h e will be
unable to mak e any further calls as his business requires haste. We
expect h im to pay us a visit as be passes, although we are twenty-five
miles out of the way. We wrote several letters last fall and sen t them
to the Sand wich Islands in the sh ip Neriede, but our last letters from
Vancouver inform us that she only sailed the very last of February
from Fort George (once called Astoria ). She was detained longer
than usual in co nsequence of the melancholy death of Captain H ome.
H e with four seamen were drowned in crossing the river from the sh ip
Neriede to F ort George by the ove rsetting of the long boat, which
was at the time under a crowd of sail. They were expecting to sail
for Oah u in a few days and only thought to take a ride of pleasure in
the new boat before they started to t ry her proof in the t ime of
danger, little thinking that death was so near. S uddenly a squall of
wind and snow cam e upon them and before they could lay their hands
on the rigging to lower the sails sh e filled and sank to the bottom .
The people on shore saw her coming before the storm, but as she dis
appeared though t she must have returned to the Ship as they were not
expecting her, and it was not until a day or two after that they
discovered their loss. The boat is still to be seen at the bottom of the
ri ver with her r igging untouched and the mast-top standing out of the
water, afte r an unsuccessful attempt of the sh ip to take her up. 0,
the dangers of that river ! Scarcely a year passes without the loss of
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several lives. \Ve have just been told that the company have lost up
wards of three hundred men in the Colu mbia.

O ur last letters leavens in a sta te of preparation to make ajoumey to
Brother Spalding 's. \Ve left our home November 8th abou t noon, and it
rained cons iderab ly until nearly su nset. The next day was clear a nd
we made a long day of it, and got very tired . Felt obliged to make
all possible speed because we had been detained at borne longer than
was expected. It commenced raining that night and cont inued until
near night the next day, and we only made a short move. The next
morning the g round was covered with snow, but it was clear through
the day and the snow nearly disappeared. But Saturday it co m 
menced raining just as we got ou r horses up to start, after raining all
night. W e rode all day in the wind and rain and came to the Snake
river about the middle of the afternoon end thought to stop, but it
cleared away , and after m aking a fire and warming a little, we star ted
again and came to the crossing place, and when the su n went down it
found me sitting by the root of a large tree on stones with my babe in
m y arms, watching by moonlight the movements in crossing our
baggage and horses. This was the only piece of wood in sigh t and
with a few bunches of wild sage a fire was made against it to warm
me while waiting to cross . Soon I was seated in a canoe with my
babe and landed across safely. At a little distance from the shore we
found lodges and were supplied by them with fire-wood and lodge
poles. Just before reaching this place we received a line from Mr.
Spalding wishing ns to make all possible speed. This was Saturday
night and for some t ime W~ were on the point of proceeding in the
night as there was a good moon and we wished to reach there before
the Sabbat h . Vle had about twelve miles and perhaps more, but I
felt too much fatigued to undertake it, for we had already a tedious
day for US both, and concluded to remain and ride in the morning,
leaving the bagg age and men to come on Monday. We found Sister
S palding very com fortable and were not a little rejoiced to meet them
after a separatio n of a year. On the m orn of the 15th she became
the mother of a fine , healthy daughter. We stayed with them three
wee ks and had the pleasure of seeing her up about the honse before
we left. Mr. Pambrun, o f Walla ' Valla, and Mr. E wing made them
a visit while we were there. Mr. Ewing remained with them a short
time after we left. Had much cold and snow while we were there
a nd in returning. We left on the ad of December: took a log canoe
a nd came down t he waters o f the Clearwater and Snake rivers to
'Valla 'Valla ; thought this would be a more com for table way than to
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go over the hills on h orseback. It was Saturday when we started. We
spent the Sabbath at the junction of Clearwater with the S nake river,
where Mr. Parker was when he wrote h is last letter to us when we
were com ing to this count ry, and where we were the Sat urday night
before we reached Mr. S palding's. We had a t edious journey home;
almost every night we were obliged to clear away the snow to find a
pl ace to cam p upon, and somet im es we sailed until it was quite late to
find wood, fearing we should be uuder the necessity of spending the
night without. But in these things and in ot h er dangers the Lord
brought us safely through and we arrived at our h abitation in peace,
a fte r spending a day at Walla W alla, on the evening of the 9th, Sat
urday, just on e year to day from tny first removal to this pl ace.

•

Mother will see from the d ate of this letter and remember with
in terest the events o f it, thirty )·ears previous, as I do but on e yea r
ago to-day. Our little daugh ter is j ust a year old. H ave felt to make
an unreserved consecrat ion of ber to God to-day and to seek for
wisdom and grace to tra in h er up for His glory. She has enjoyed un
remitting h ealth, for which I desire to be 't h ank ful . H er journey to
Brother S palding's, notwithstanding the se verity o f t h e weather, d id
her no injury. She enjoyed it very much, particularl y riding on
h orseback. She rode with her father all the way from Walla 'Valla
(t went y-fi ve miles) and we only stopped once t o nurse and ch ange
ber, which sh e did not relish quite so well as to be moving. It
snowed quite fast nearly all day, particularly towards night, aud our
stopping place was by the first stream we crossed, about half way from
Walla Walla; built a fire, threw down a blanket and sat upon the
grouu d to rest aud warm for a few minutes. It was som e time afte r
d ark before we reached h ome and were n ot a little rejoiced to see
it again .

Alice Clarissa enjoyed the visit equally as well as her parents.
Sister Spalding was the on ly white woman she had ever seen besides
her mother, and a t t imes sh e appeared to reali ze n o d ifference between
them. She would play with her and k iss b el' with th e same ardor o f
expression sbe would her mother, and wben the little Eliza was born
i t ap peared for a time as if she would devour h er in her eager grasp
with her h ands and h er mouth in her great joy to welcom e her.

I am certain if she could see her grandmother and grandfather she
would h ave many kisses to bestow on them as well as upon her aunts
and uncles. Sh e is beginning to talk considerably-e-seys .. Papa,"
.. :Mamm a, " , . Sarah, " " Trim," .. PUSS)·, " and when weare engaged in
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school she will take her book or a piece of paper and a little stick to
point with and say her II A, B, C, T, J. K's" very distinctly. When
we sing she shows her interest in it by beating time with her hand
with the other children and trying to sing. I have kept her entirely
off t he floor t his winter until within a fortnight past, and now she
begins to think of using her feet in trying to walk. We have had a
school ever since we returned from Brother Spalding's, and my
kitchen bas been filled with children morn and eve, which has made
my floor very dirty. besides it is open and cold. She is as large end'
l arger than some of the native children of two years old. Her
strength, size ana activity surprises the Indians very much. They
think it is owing to theirs being laced in their te-cashes (as they call
the board they use for them), motionless night and day, that makes
their children so weak and small when com pared with her. It is
doubtless owing to this with many other causes.

Soon after I commenced this letter h usband , self and baby walked
about a mile to see a pair of twins born in the night of the rath.
They were both boys and appeared very well. We found the mother
with them in a small lodge made of a single mat, about half as high
as a man, and scarcely room enough for three persons to sit in it com
fortably, and without a fire. She had a plenty of dried grass for her
bed with a few old skins. Both of her babies were laced to a board,
as small as they were. Their comforts at such a time would be death
to us. They usually go from the main lodge and build a tem
porary hut for their lying-in hospitals. Many infants die because
their mothers have not milk for t hem, and they know not how to pre
pare food to feed them or have no means to do it. They usually
nurse them until they are th ree or more years old. In January a .
child died about a year and a half old, and a few moments after its
mother had another one born, and we afterwards found the death of
the other child to be caused by starvation. Its mother had no milk
for it and it was too young to eat their roots. Sister Spalding was
obliged to feed her babe considerably. Little Alice Clarissa has been
very much favored ; she has had enough to spare most of the time.

On the last Sabbath before we left Brother Spalding's we had the
unspeakable satisfaction of giving away our dear babes to God in
baptism and having the seal of that blessed covenant placed upon
their foreheads. Surely, dear mother, if this is a comfort to mothers
in a Christian land , it is doubly so in the midst of heathen. We also
h ad the privilege of commemorating the dying love of the Saviour, a
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blessing which we have n ot enjoyed since we sat at the table with our
beloved friend s in Angelica on the eve of our marriage. O. }"~

privileged ones wh o can sit together in h eaven ly places and mount
upon wings as eagles, li t tle do you realize the feelings of th e solitary
m issionary in the land o f dark ness, as Egyptian darkness itself.
Truly God is with us; were it not for this we could n ot Iive. ' Ve could
n ot endure the responsibilities resting upon us. We cannot t ell you
h ow much we want help to p roy for ourselves a nd for these perishing
souls.

28th.-}JI)' Dear Parents : - 1 have but a m om ent to wri te left m e.
We h ave been expecting Doctor McLoughlin to pay us a visit but yes
terday he sent us word that he was behind his time and should not be
able to, but wish ed to have the pleasure of Seeing us at ' Vall a Walle,
To-day we got ready and started, but it commenced raining so hard
we were obliged to re turn-s-th at is Alice and her mother. Husband
will go notwithstanding the rain and is waiting for this ; th erefore I
am in haste. I expect to write soon by anoth er opportu nity by the
way of Rendezvous. We a re all well. W e want ver:r m uch to hear
from our dear parents and h ope soon to h ave the privilege. Please
accept our love and give a portion to any wh o are interested in our
welfare and tbe cause they and we love. Farewell.

.'\s ever your affectionate daughter ,

NA RCISS.~ WHIT M AN.

W I E LETPOO, WALl..."- W A I..l,A RIVER, OREGO~ TERRITOR.Y, }
April II, 1838.

illy Dear Parents : - My last letter, of March rath , I was obli ged
to close and send off before I had fin ished it . I sent it by Doctor Job n
McLoughlin, Esq., Chief Factor, etc., etc. , o f the Hon. H udson's Bay
Com pany, who h as been a resident of this country for fifteen years.
I wish it were possibl e (or some of our friends to see him. I did not
see him as I passed, as I expected to. Husband did , and h e asked of
h im letters of introduction to my friends. H e tak es the northern route
across t h e mountain s to Montreal, from there to New York and Bos-
ton. then across th e Atlantic to England. Wm . McK ay is expected to
go to t h e States to complete a medical education, and we have given
him letters of introduction and recomme ndation to tbe medical college
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of Fairfield, Herkimer county , N. Y. He is son of Mr. Thomas Mc
Kay, clerk o f the same compan y. the gentleman who rendered us so
many kind attentions in our journey to this country. A daughter of
his has been living with us this winter, and probably will for some
time. She is a very good girl, for one who has had SO few advantages,
and renders me much assistance in my domestic labors. The little
girl of whom I wrote last fall is with me yet-8arah Hall. She has
been a great comfort to me so far, as well as the other one, but I am
daily looking for trouble, and know not as we sh all be able to keep
her. Her father is a very wicked, troublesome man. How long be
will be contented to have her slay, I know not. We do not wish to
take children into our family as boarders, and dress them, for we do
not think it the best way. We have many applications, but refuse all
except one or two who are willing to labor. The Indians are not easily

_sat isfied. They are so jmpressed with the idea that all who work are
sl aves and inferior persons, that the moment they hear of their ch il
dren doing the least thing they are panic-stricken and make trouble.
We have had a school for them for about four months past, and much
of the time our kitchen has been crowded, and all seem very much
attached. We shall soon commence teaching them to read their own
language, fo r I have just finished copying a book of seventy-two
pages, which Mr. Spalding intends to send to the Sandwich Islands, to
get it printed, by the next sh ip that leaves Vancouver. We appear to
have ever)" encouragement missionaries could possib ly expect, for the
short time we have been here. We see a very great improvement in
them, even in the short space of one year. That old chief, Umtippe,
who threatened my husb~nd's life last sp ring, is especially changed ,
particularly in his deportment to us, and about the h ouse. And, be
sides, we are becoming familiar with their language, so that husband
is able to g ive them a greater amount of truth with the sat isfaction
that they understand what is said to the m ; and we have every evi
dence to believe that they feel the force o f divine truth upon their
minds. For several Sabbaths past. our worship with them has been
very in terest ing. All seem to manifest a deep interest in the instruc
tion given them. Some feel almost to blame us for telling them about
eternal realities. One said it was good when they knew nothing but
to hunt, eat, drink aUd~sfeep; now it was bad. We long to have them
know of a Saviour's pardoning love. The most interesting exercise is
the Sabbath School in which we assemble-the youth and children
at five o'clock P. M. The aged ones appear to be as much interested
as the children. \Ve have been teaching them the Ten Command-
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ments, with which they are very much pleased. There are many very
interesting ch ildren, both among the Nez Perces and Cavuses. We
have generally given names to those that have attended school. One
boy about ten years old we have given the name of Edward-s-a bright,
active boy, and loves his book. He has a brother, a )'oung man whom
we call David, who is very promising; he has been to school steadily
all winter, and is remarkably sedate and sober-very di fferen t from all
other young men of the tribe. He, with his father , is m aking a large
quanti ty of land ready (or p lanting . He is the Indian Teloukike ,
that gave our baby the name of Cayuse tenni, spoken of in a former
letter. His little daugh ter we call J ane. She attends school, also
all very good looking ch ildren, and quite handsome. Pa and Ma will
see that I have my Jane, my Mary, and my Harriet, too.

My Clarissa is my own littl e companion from day to day, and dear
daughter. My Harriet is Mr. Pambrun 's little daughter. the gen tle
man who has done us so many favors. She was born last August.
She, like all the other children of this country, was doomed to be
laced to a boa rd for the first three months of her life, but, on being
released for a short season, she learned the blessed pri vilege of liberty,
and they could not t ie her up again. I a m expecting her, with her
mothe r, to make me a visit this week . I hope Harriet will remember
her namesake, for I am at a loss many times to repay them for their
kindnesses, for they will set no prices for anything th ey do. They
have recently sent me a rocking-chair, and a little chair for Alice
Clarissa. We a re astonished, and can weep with gratitude to God for
the innumerable kind favors we cont inually receive from the inhabi
tants of this coun try . In J an uary we had a present of twelve fine
pickled buffalo tongues, sent from Colvi lle by Mrs. McDon ald , 250
miles up the Columbia river , and the first of March we ate some
apples sent Us by Dr. McLoughlin . His daughter, Marian, was mar
ried th is spring to Mr. Rae, a gentleman of the Company. She is the
young lady that recited h er lessons to me while I was at Vancouver.

We have recently had a settler near us-c-Mr. Compo, the man who
came from the mountain s with Mr. Parker . There is so much good
land ncar us on these streams, it is probabl e we shall not be long
without m any neighbors, and, besides, the Indians are making farms
all abou t us, which to us is a very favorable omen. We are anx ious to
give them the means of procuring their p rovisions in a m ore easy
way, and in abundance, so that there may be less starving ones during
the winter. Many come from a great distance to obtain seed for
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planting, and m any o f those who h ave passed us, back and forth, this
~nter. and to whom we have given a littl e corn to eat.

Flannel dresses for Alice Clarissa. shoes, etc.- in short, whatever
of ready.m ade clothing for ourselves a nd babe you send us, will save
so much of my time for teaching and writing, the latter of which I
h ave a great deal to do, and, besides, m y eyes suffer very much from
weakness-more than formerly . Notwithstanding the win ters h ere
are mild, we find flann els very com fortable from the m onth of No
vember to April. In the summer the heat is sometimes very great ,
and most of the time we require to wear very thin cloth ing. I men
tioned in my letters last fall the articles of cloth ing most needed ;
probably you will n ot be able to send u ntil you see this. In addition
to what I then wrote, I would request th at strong iron -boun d casks or
barrels be used for packing , instead o f boxes.

The books, etc. , sen t by the Board last summer, were injured very
considerably by the salt water. The on ly p iece of fla nnel sent was
n early destroyed . They sh ould n ot exceed 100 pounds weight. for the
convenien ce of the portages, a nd besides we shall find a few barrels
very convenient in h ousekeeping . Clothing well packed, even with
crockery in the center , would come safe . Besides the portages, we are
obliged to con vey our s upplies on h orses to our stations, and to be
able to do this without unpacking will save much time, ex pense an d
trouble. 1 thank S ister Jane 'very much for those numbers of th e
JJfothers' Magazi,ze. 1 sh ould have done so before. Not hing can be
more accep table than regular n umbers of such valuable publications.
1 am much pleased with ,V. A. Alcott's publications, what few num
bers I h ave seen, and think th em very u se ful, especially for moth ers.
If mothers need h el p in training up their ch ildren in Christian land s,
snrely we do h ere, in the midst of h eathen, without one savory ex
ample before our eyes.

W ere it not for the indelible impressions made UpOIl my own
h eart, the influence of dear m other 's precepts, prayer and examp le,
which still retain their force, I should often be lost in my treatment
of our dear daugh te r. I never can be sufficiently thankfu l for m y ed
u cation, and may it contin ually stimu late me t o unwearied diligence
for the good of others.

May totbv--Dnder date April IIth, .1 spoke of old Umtippe's
appearance. H e seems to be declinin g fast. Last Sat urday h e came
here, h e said on p urpose to spen d the Sabbath . Said h e had h ad re-
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cently three fainting turns, and felt that he should not live a great
while. He had been very wicked, and did not know where his soul
would go when he died-was lost about it. Sabbath noon, after the
morning worship (Mr. Lee was here and preached, and husband inter
preted), he said "The truth never appeared 6 0 clear to him before.
Always, when he had attended worship, his mind had been on those
about him, but now it had been on what was said to him. Before he
came to meeting would not eat but very little, so that his mind might
be clear to hear good." Never can a person manifest a greater ch ange .
That selfish, wicked, cun ning and troublesome old ch ief, now so still
an d quiet, _s.l? attentive to the trutb, and g rateful for favors now given!
Surely, naught but the spiri t of God has done tbis. We are not yet
satisfied h ow much he understands of the atonement, or whether he
bas a ny correct views of salvation through J esus Christ. But this we
do know, that God is ab le by his spiri t to take what little truth we are
able to give, and impress it upon the bearts and consciences o f the
most benighted minds.

Mr. Lee bas-spent much time with us, and we have been greatly
refreshed with his prayers and conversations. I wish he could call,
on his way to New York, and pay you a visit, but it will be very
doubtful.

I have made two small kegs of butter, one for Mr. Lee, and one for
Mr. McKay, to take to the m ountains.

Our prospects are very flattering in every respect. The Indians
have planted a good deal of land this sp ring, and nothing keeps them
from se ttling about us but the want of the means of cultivation. If
you wish to know more upon this subject, you can by obtaining bus
band 's letters to Brother A. Whitman and Squire Gray, of Wheeler.

The time is at hand when I must bid you adieu once more for a
seasou , but before writing again I hope I shall have received letters
from some or all of you. May heaven's ri chest blessing rest upon
you, my beloved parents, and the smiles of that adorable countenance
be your joy cont inually . So prays your affectionate daughter,

NARCISSA WHI'rMAN.

P. 8 .- 1 have on e more request to make. That is, that the name
of Alice Clarissa Whitman. born at Wieletpoo, O. Territory , March
14, 1837, be placed in father' s family Bible. Also, that a co py of the
family record be sent us when co nvenient .

N. W.
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WIELE'I'POO, WALLA WAI,,1,A RIVER, OR.EGON TERIUroRY, }
September IS, 1838.

1'''yDearJane : - You know Dot with what feelings of inexpress
ible joy I received your letter dated January and August, 1837. and
sent from Leroy. It came to haud, together with one from Brother
Judson , the I rth of july, and had I received it four days sooner I might
have sent you the answer, which by this time you would have received ,
and learned what our circumstances are, down to that period . I wrote
Sister \Vhitman at that time, by the express sen t to Mr. Lee, occa 
sioned by th e death of his beloved wife and our dear sister, whose loss
we all deeply deplore, although I never have seen her , but was a n
interested cor responden t. It is nearly two years and five months since
I left, and have not h eard a lisp from you, except one from Brother
Judson, while at Liberty.

It would, indeed, h ave been a consolation, very great, to have re
ceived your letter sent to St. Louis, co ntain ing the ac counts of whi ch
you speak, in relation to Angelica, for it was what I 'ex pected and
wished to hear about you. And can it be that Mr. Dryer has at last
heard and believed what Christ has been saying for so long a lim e to
him ? \Vell may he tremble and adore that grace and salvat ion that
has snatched him from the jaws of the bottomless pit. I should, iu
deed, like to hear h im pray I and to rejoice once more with that be
loved sister that has so long wept and prayed over him; but to find
him in heaven will be j oy complete, unutterable. Of the thirty added
to the church with him, I should like to know if Robert Waight was
of the number. We have received no letters from Brother or Sister
Hull or Bridgeman, and from all the letters received at that time, no
one has informed us where Brother Rudd is. Your letter by Brother
Gray is also received. He and his wife reached here the tath of Au
gust. They left their company about 100 mites the other side of
Snake Fort, and came on, with but o ne man to accompany them.

Letters received from Mr. Greene in July caused our hearts to sink ,
and we gave up all hopes of a reinforcement very soo n join ing us.
But the Lord was better to us than our fear, and we feel to admire and
adore his great kindness aud love to us and these interesting heathen,
that he has disposed the hearts of hi", dear people to send us he lpers
in this glorious work so soon. Yes, and all excellent ones, too. Mr.
\Valker and Mr. Eells are destined to form another station. Mr. Gray
and Mr. Roberts go to assist Brother Spalding, and Mr. Smith remains
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with us. Mrs. Smith looks enough like sister Clarissa to be her, al
most, except she is not quite as tall.

Yes, J ane, you cannot know h ow much of a comfort our littl e
daughter, Alice Clarissa, is to her father and mother. 0, h ow m any
melancholy boars she h as saved me, while living h ere alone so long,
especially when her father is gone for many days together. I wish
most sincerely that her aunts could see her, for surely they would love
her as well as her parents. She is now eigh teen m onths old, very
large, and remarkably healthy. She is a g reat talk er. Causes her
mother many steps and much anxiety. She is j ust beginning to sing
with us in our family worsh ip. The moment singing commences, if
she is not in her mother's arms, she t omes to me immediately and
wishes m e to take her, especially if it is a Nez Perces hymn that we
are singing. We have but three or four of them, and sing them every
day, and Alice has become so familiar with them that she is repeating
some part of them most of the time. Situated as I am, I know no t
how I shall succeed in training her as I ough t. So m any Indians and
children are constant ly in and about our house, and recently I dis
co ver her much in clined to imitate and talk with them , or th ey with
ber, It makes them very much pleased to think she is going to speak
their language so readily. They appear to love h er much. The old
ch ief Cut Lip says .. he does not ex pect to live long, and he bas
given all his land to her. "

I regret you could not have seen Mr. Gray, on your own account
as well as ours, 'and , besides, I should like to have seen those papers
JOU wished to send. Recollect , I have seen no papers of any kind
since I left the S tates, except a few numbers of the l \'ew York Observer
for the year 1836. If any of you wish to do us an incalculable favor,
please send our address to the editors and request them to send us the
numbers regularly , by way of the Sandwich Islands, and pay for them.
I requested , before I le ft home , that I m ight have the New York
Ez'ang-elist sen t me. I have not seen but one number since. This
will be the cheapest way for us to know what is going on in our be
loved native land-for to remain as ig norant as we now are is a great
shame. I will leave you to select what papers are most interesting
for us. I can think of no better way to learn th e news of home. in
the presen t m anner of Ietter-writiug-c-ea ch of you careful to send us
only one sheet at a t ime . I ca nnot sa}' who are the most hungry
you, who are saturated daily with every kind of intelligen ce, or us
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h ere, who can h ear but little else than what passes in our little work,
west of the Rock)' Mountai ns, up and d own the Columbia river.

So far as I can lea rn , you seem not to complain of the postage upon
m y letters , when I send sheets upon sh eets even-for, really , I cannot
fin d one large enough to con tain all I wish to have you know about
us. Now, what would be most cheering to us is to have you as Iib
eral for our good, as for yourselves, and pay the postage on as m an y
sheets to us as we sent you. You ough t , in reality , to write much
more, for you have more to write about, a nd far more time than a
solitary missionary I overwhelmed with cares and labor, and read y to
sink under them.

But whither am I running ? My sheet is fu ll before I am aware,
and I have no t begun to tell you my story. You speak of these ch il 
dren singing sweetly, and of my bearing the voice of prayer more
sweet ; yes, dear J ane, it is true. The Lord bas beard prayer for some
im mortal souls around us. One dear boy. wh o has been living with
us little more than a year, gives p leasing eviden ce of a change of
heart, and the li spings o f h is desires to God in prayer are like the
firs t prattlings of an in Can t child-for all th at he has learned of the
E nglish is since he has been here. H is name is Mongo Mevway, h is
mother a native and fath er a Sandwich Islander. He has recently
b eard that his father is dead, which mak es h im feel very bad, and
he cries ; then he goes to J esus and prays. and feels com forted . I'
should think he was about eleven years o ld . 'You see, J ane, Alice has
come and laid her d irty hands on this letter, and given it a fine mark.
I send it as it is, so that you may hav e some of her doings to look at,
and realize, perhaps, there is such a ch ild in existence.

For t he remainder, see Sister Mary An n 's l etter .

I hope you 1\-;'11 all be particular in acknowledging our letters
when and where wri tten-so that we may know what letters are re
ceived . Do, all of you, wri te often , and send to Boston, for opportu
n ities frequen tly occur of sending to the Sandwich Isl ands, and we
can always get them from there once or twice a year. I thank you
for your proposed visi t to come and take my children home. I wish
very much to see you ; hope you will be persuaded to come and spend
yonr li fe here in tbe same work in which we are engaged, and not o nly
you, but many others I know of. I hope to receive letters from each
o f them, especially Mr. a nd Mrs. Hull, Mr. and Mrs. Brigman, Mr.
and Mrs. Patrick, etc., etc. H ow refreshing letters would be from
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them, as well as from all of my brothers and sisters, I cannot see,
for my life, why you do not write. I am sorry my journal cost you so
much. I would not have cut the sh eets had. I supposed it would have
m ade any difference. I regret you should have it printed, or any of it,
for it never was designed for the public eye. You mistake Alice's In
dian name. Not Cayuse Jo, but Kayuse Ten-ni- accent on the last
syllable.

Rver your affectionate sister,

NARCISSA WHITMAN.

WIE LETPOO, WAL.LA WALLA. RIVE R, O R HGO:-; T ERRITORY, }
September 25, 1838.

lJly Dear illary Ann : -It gives me great satisfaction to h ave this
opportunity of answering letters from beloved friends at home-a
privilege I have not before enjoyed since I have been here. I am
SOIT)' you or sister Jane should hesitate so about writing me ; true, it
takes som e time for your letters to reach me, but they are, ueverthe
less, interesting, and you must recollect that th ree years must elapse
from the time of your writing , to receiving the answer, if sent by way
of the Islands. You cannot be more anx ious to hear from me than I
am to hear from you, Dear father bas written qu ite a long letter, and
you know oot how precious it is to us, and I fondly hoped dear mother
would heve said something, too; but she allowed her place to be fill ed
by another hand.

\Vhen the con templated railroad over the Isthmus of Darien shall
have been opened, which is expected to take place within two or three
years, I hope communications will be more freq uent tban they are at
the present time. What you have written about tbe individual mem
bers of our family is much more particular tban in any letters I have
received, and therefore very acceptable. You cannot be too particular,
for I am as interested to know about JOur prosperity or adversity Dow
as wh ile with you, both spiritually and temporally , and hope you will
never hesitate again . I regret to hear of Clarissa's ill heal th, and of
the loss of her babe. H ope she aud Brother Kinny will write us soon,
for I should like to know something more about them.

You speak of com ing very near crossing the Rocky Mountains
this spring. My dear sister , I wish most sincerely that yourself and

,
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husband were here, a nd Jane, too, and ber husband; for there is work
enough for an to d o. Seeing Jon came so near coming, I think it not
best to give up looking for you until you do come, which 1 hope will
be soon.

OUT hearts are truly refreshed by the present reinforcement. They
are truly worthy people. The ladies are all with us except Mrs. Gray,
and will probably stay the winter. Mrs. Smith is sister to Mrs. Tracy,
o f Singapore. She and her husband are stationed with us for the
present. I hope you will have the satisfaction o f seeing Rev. Mr.
Lee, who is now in the States. It will do you good to learn about us
from him. Dear afflicted brother, he was not permitted to witness the
su ffe rings his beloved 'Wife was called to endu re j ust before ber death.
She called Dr. White Thursday morning, june 21 St, and Jingered
along until Saturday evening; at nine, her pains nearly all subsid ing;
which obliged him to introduce the forceps, and at half-past ten she
was delivered of a living child-a son- much to the j oy of all the
anxious sisters present. She appeared quite well during the Sabbath,
and no one doubted her recovery except the doctor, who had not been
without h is fears. Monday even ing tbe babe died, and on Tuesday
morning she awoke very' happy and exclaimed, U I am going to my
rest. " And, just as the sun was rising, she sweetly breathed out her
soul, into the hands of her Saviour. We all m ourn her loss greatly,
and feel as if the Lord had come very near to us. And again have
tbey afflicted them, quite recently. Mrs, White, in paying a visit with
Mr. Leslie to Mrs. Perkins, a t the Dalles, who is expecting to be con
fined soon, in ber return in an Indian canoe, with Indian pilots, got
upset. She was taken up b y the Indians, and hung to the canoe,
which was bottom upwards. Mr. Leslie wa s taken up in the same way.
but her little son , about eigh t months old, cou ld not be rescued until
life had become extinct. They floated for more than a mile, with their
bodies in the water, before they were taken to land. Thus, you see,
dangers stand thick on every side. Mrs . Lee was contemplating a
visit to us, with Dr. and Mrs. Wbite, this fall.

Now to come borne. I han been to \\'al1a \Valla twice this sum
mer, in company with my husband, to visit Mrs. Pambrun, who h as
been sick for a long time, and most of the time d angerously so. In
the spring, when Mr. Spal ding met Mr. Lee here, before he left he
quite persuaded my husband to believe that he needed a house m ore
than we did, and prevailed on h im to go over and assist in building,
notwithstanding he had more work on hand than he could possibly
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attend to , besides h is own buil ding. He len here the first o f June ,
and was gone two weeks . I am a tittle before my story . Qui te early
in the spring, Charles Compo, Mr. Parker's in terpreter, came here
a ud put himself under our protection, and went to cu lt ivating land
here, a nd assisti ng my husband in h is cares. H e is an excellent man,
and we feel as if the Lord h ad sent him here. Husband left him in
cha rge when he went to Mr. 8 .'s, having got all the crops in. Imag
ine, if you can , the care and constan t watch necessary to preserve a
Iarm exposed to every depredation, without a fence, and not only our
own stoc k, but the Indians' , t oo, far and n ear.

His stay there w as not as long as expected, in consequence of Mr.
McDonald and family , from Col ville, visiting them and us. Stayed a
week at each station . Found them very in teresting people. They
went to Walla W alla from this place, and stayed u ntil the Brigade
arrived fro m Vancouver, wh ich brought our lette rs from you-ctbe
first we had received. I was there at the time of t heir arrival. Letters
from the Board at this time gave us t he first intelligence of its embar
rassments, and tittle or no encouragemen t o f Mr. Gray's return with
more associates.

Soon after our return, Sarah HuU, my tittle Indian gi rl, that h ad
been living with me for little m ore than a year, was taken sick with a
liugeriug sick ness, and died Au gust r rtb, much regretted by us aU.
For a week before she di ed, she was helpl ess and speechless. On
Tuesday, the 7th, husband was sent for by an express from The Dalles,
to visit Mrs. Perkins, who was in a critical situation, and did not
return until Monday even ing. She died on Sat urday evening, and
was buried on the Sabbath . If ever I fe lt the presence of m y husband
necessary to sustain me, it was while passing through such a scene.
But the Lord sustained and comforted m e, especially d uring the exer
cises of th e Sabbath . Mrs. Pambrun came up to assist about the
burial. Had a general a ttendance. Sung, p ray ed and t ried to talk a
little to them , and but a little, for I cannot do much more than stam
mer yet in their language. Dear Sarah, how we all loved her, espe
cially Iittle Alice. She used to play with her so prettily, and divert
her for h ours together , and watch her so carefull,.. wbe u out of m y
s igh t. I never expect her loss to be made up to m~ in this respect, for
it is rare to find one so good as she was ; and besides, she understood.
E nglish so wen t hat she seldom used any other language to my babe.
She was one o f the n umber wh o b ad begun to read at our family wor
ship . \ Ve d id not get that evid ence of a change of heart in b el' case
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that would have been desirable. She appeared lamentably indifferent
to the subject of religion, just before her sick ness, and d uring the for
m er part of it ; but toward the last she seemed be more sensible, and
said she thought of J esus, aud prayed to bim, but was afraid to die .
These were the last words we understood ber to say. H er disease cen
tered in her head, and afte r this she appeared Dot t o have her reason
all the time. But sh e is gone, and a just God bas done it , and although
we cann ot see the reason why she should be thus taken away , when
light h ad j ust begun to dawn upon h er soul , yet this we know and
believe, that the H and that dealt the blow does all things 'well , and
blessed be His hol y name. Two or three of the same family died
while at Mr. Lee's school at the Willamette. She was n amed for Mrs.
Hull by her request.

Dear sister , my sheet is full, and story only half told ; but I must
say a little to your dear husband, for I do not know that my husband
will be abl e to write a single letter this fall. Please give m y love to
your father and mother Judson. Tell her 1 often think of her, and
should like to receive a letter from her.

Little A. C. is qu ite sick - has a high fever, and h er mother is full
of anxiety about her-so much so that she cauuot sleep, for her dear
father is more than 300 miles from home-now at Vancouver, and will
not be home in much less than four weeks.

Ah, dear sister, you k now not what it is to be a mother in heathen
l ands, so fu ll of anxiety and constan t care, and no kind sister to lend
a helping hand. But still it is a privilege, too. I should not know
how to spare her, but the Lord knows what is for the best, and I desire
al ways to say, .. Pray for me and mine, my dear sisters and brothers."
As ever, and for ever,

Your affectionate sister,

NARCISSA WHITMAN .

Mrs. Mather has written m e a very kind letter. I hope some o f
the sisters will write her. Brother J. G. has written me, and I intend
to write him a long letter. F arewell, dear sister.
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WII~LETPOO, W AI.U WALLA RIvER, }
Oregon Territory, Sept. 28, 1838.

Mv DEAR FATHER :-The reception and perusal of your kind
etter m ade us exceedingly happy, as, al so, to hear that our dear parents
are still alive and in the enjoyment of health and other favours o f a
k ind Providence.

Nothing we hear from our beloved native land is so cheering to us
as the news of revivals, repeated and extended revival s of religion. I
confidently expected Angelica would be blessed of the Lord when I
left. .. He that watereth shall be watered," so saith the Lord, and if
the send ing forth o f one was the means of such a blessed 'work, what

•
would be the result if ma ny of her sons and daughters were to go a nd
preach to the heathen ? Surely no one would refuse, from this con 
sideration only, the happiness enjoyed iu being thus engaged, were
there no other inducement, so it seems to me. But this is a difficult
truth to believe when one is surrounded with all the comforts and
splendour this earth affords. H ome has no attraction for me, com.
pared with the satisfac tion and enjoyment every day a ffords in living
h ere and extending a silent and gen tle influen ce upon these benighted
minds, aside from the more public labours of teaching , etc . 0, that I
could persuade my brothers and sisters thus to consecrate themselves
to th is heavenly work.

As we are situated we must till the land in order to live by the
fruits thereof. We are very much in want of a fa rmer for ourselves
and to teach the Indians to cu ltivate . This we h ave asked of the
Board . If dear fath er a nd m other were here they would find plenty to
do and as much pleasure in doing it as they now think they would
h ave. I somet imes almost persuade myself to think that I shall some
day enjoy the privilege of seeing them here.

The Lo rd only knows wbat h e has for us to pass through in this
world . Frequently I feel as if our stay would Dot be long here. The
Lord has come near our Methodist friends with death. Mrs. Lee, the
wife of Mr. Lee, now in the states, died in June under painful circum ,
stances. About two days before she died, she became the motber of
a living son. After a protracted labour tbe child was taken from her
with forceps and lived but two days. Dr. White, physician. She was
deeply lamented by all who knew h er, and what rendered the case
m ore trying, her husband was absent. An express was sent immedi
ately to the states across the mountains, to inform him of his great
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loss . I do hope father will see him. He can give m uch information
about us, for he was here three weeks before he left us in passing .

Recently Mrs. White lost her babe by drowning. in returning in an
Indian canoe from Mr. Perkins'.

All of our number have been mercifully preserved so far, and SO

h ave the reinforcement we have been permitted to receive this fall , all
ar ri ving here in safety and in health, quite unexpectedly, but much to

•our JOy .

Mr. and Mrs. Smith are stationed with us. Messrs. Walker and
E ells go to Colville to form a station somewhere in the Flat Head
language. Mr. Gray and wife and Mr. Rogers are with Mr. Spa lding.
Mrs . W alker finds a home with us this winter. We have h ad our
house full of corupauy most all summer, and shall probably always
have considerable in the future.

\Ve have had some precious meetings with the natives the season
past, and of some we are almost encouraged to hope they are Christian .
We sent for Mr. S. and held meetings every day with them for a week.
Hope some good was done. I have written the particulars to Brother
J udson and the two sisters, which probably all will ha ve an oppor
tunity of seeing.

M y dear husband is not at home DOW. H e has gon e to Vancouver,
300 miles fro m here, on business for our mi ssion. He has already
been gone nearly two weeks and will not return for two weeks more.
I am feeling very anxious for his return on account of our dear babe ;
she has been sick ever since he left and contiu ues to be more so-we
have neither of us h ad a quiet night's rest for some time. I feel ex
ceedingly anxious for her, perhaps more so than the case demands .
She has always enjoyed such perfect health, probably I feel it more
on that account. H er body is covered 'with a rash much resembling
the one I had j ust before she was born; h as considerable fever and
coughs a good deal. She is so large and heavy I find it just as much
as 1 am able to do to take care of her, and need her father's help very
much . She is so accustomed to see no other ones but her parents for
so long a time that she is never contented out of my sight for a
moment. Dear ch ild, I fea r I love h er too well, she bas always been
such a comfort to us. The Lord only knows what trials he has for me
to pass through and my only desire is to be submissive to h is will.
For th is reason I sh all Dot be able to write as much as I wished, and
h usband's absence will prevent his writing, also•
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I am sorry dear mother did not write me. I wish very much to
hear her sa)" something to me again; it will be so precious, seeing I
may never see her again. I hope no one will hesitate to tell me par
ticulars about every member of the family, spiritually and temporally,
adverse and prosperous, for I am still one of your number and desire
to feel and sympathize with you in everything. H ow I should rej oice
if dear brother's affiiction should finally be the means of his becoming
a missionary, as be knows he ought to be. Then would he not say
.. Before I was affl icted I went astray, but now have I kept thy word" ?

0 , b ow I am disappointed in not h earing that Edward , by this
t ime, is prosecuting his studies for the m inistry and mi ssionary work.
I shall never feel as if all was right athome unt il more of the dear
ones are thus wholly given up to the work of the Lord. I cannot bear
the idea that either of them are living for themselves in such a day as
th is. The Lord will Dot prosper them ; they a re the ch ildren of too
maIlY prayers and consecration to the work thus to live and be co n
tented with this world's portion and applause.

How was I struck to hear of the death of Giles Cornish and rejoice
to think that I was permitted to deal thus faith fully with his soul
while with them. I long to hear more particulars about them.

Why do not H arriet and Edward write me ? Could they not tell
me, if they were to see me, many things abou t fath er and mother,
themselves aud friends, that would do me good to h ear ? Why not
take their paper and sit down and write them to me ? It would be
j ust as acceptable. Now, if they wish m e to write to them they must
all write to me, for you have far more time to write than I h ave. You
ough t, a ll of you, to feel it your duty and privil ege thus to comfort
your solitary m issionary sister and brother, and begin to say someth ing
to little Ali ce, for if she lives she will soon understand about h er
uncles, aunts and grand parents.

Farewell,

N ARCISSA .

Please remember me to all dear fri ends in Angelica I shall t ry to
write Sister Dryer, if I have time. While the sisters were all h ere we
formed a Maternal Associat ion and I am its corresponding secretary,
and of course have more letters.to write than usual.

It is a great satisfaction to know that we have an interest in your
prayers. We hope you all will be encouraged to pray yet more and
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more for us, for we feel that the present is the harvest season for these
perishing Indians. The Lord spares the old ch ief his life yet, for wise
reasons we hope. He bas been serious all summer and we are in
hopes he will yet become a Christian.

With much love to father and mother, brothers and sisters, I am,
dear parents, ever your affectionate daughter,

N ARC ISSA \VHITMAN.

HON. S TEPHEN PRENTISS,

Angelica, Allegany Co. , N. Y.

Does Sister Clarissa and her dear husband ever think of us here?
Why do they Dot write ofte n Bud send to Boston ? It is j ust as easy for
me to get your letters as for you to get mine, if you will only write.
We recei ve letters twice a year at least and have the opportun ity to
just as often as you do from us. If you should all write, and write
many letters, too, you would not begin to satisfy the inquiries I wish
to make about you.

WIELETPOO, WALLA 'VALLA RIVER, OREGON T ERR ITORY, }
October 3, 1838.

Aly D ear lJlrs. Parker: - Vour truly welcome letter I received, at
the hand of Mr. Gray , and sincerely thank you for it. The letters we
have received from our beloved native land, although but few, as yet,
have been exceeding ly refreshing to us, especiall y when bearing such
welcome news as repeated and extended revivals of religion. Oh!
m ay we continue to be thus cheered, until t he whole land is deluged
with them, and not an impenitent sinner be left to go to the dark re
gions of despair from uuder the full blaze of gospel light and privi
leges, such as are enjoyed in the land of our b irth. For truly these
poor Indian s will say of those who refuse, .. Could we have known of
the doom that awaits the incorrigible, and have been shown a cruel
tied Saviou r with outst re tched arms and a bleeding h eart, waiting to
receive us, we never should have co me to tbis place of torment ." The
tearful eye, the solemn countenance, and the anx ious heart bursting
forth with the inquiry , "What must I do to be saved ?" are scenes
which my eyes loved to behold while in the home of my childhood.
But, dear sister , to be permitted to witness the same scenes here, in
this land of spiritual darkness and heathenism, causes feelings inde-
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scribable, and emotions too big for utterance. This we h ave seen, al
tbough in but few instances Jet . Our desire a nd earnest p rayer to
God is, t hat the cases may multiply in extent, until multitudes, both
nat ives and the more privileged inhabitants of this country, shall be
come interested in the salvation which J esus, the blessed Saviour, died
to purchase.

Mr. Parker doubtless remembers sis in terpreter, Char les Compo.
The good seed which he was permitted to sow in his heart nas not
been lost . He came here early last spring, took a piece of land near
us to cu ltivate, and remained here for the summer, and assisted my
husband essentially in his labors on .the fann, etc. \ Ve have em
ployed him to take charge of the farm, etc., and find him very fai thful
aud trusty. His superior knowledge of the language makes him truly
a helper in our work . He h as been a regular attendant upon our
family social and Sabbath worship, and given much attention to the
study of the Holy Scriptures since living here. Some ti me in J une, we
observed him to be unusually solemn, and, upon inquiry, found him
in deep anxiety for the salvation of bis soul. Most joyfully did we
poin t h im to the suffering risen Saviour as the o nly way of escape
from impending ruin, and as joyfully did be embrace him as his all
sufficient Saviour, and now can say, .. The pleasures of this world
have no charms for me ."

H usband sen t for Mr. Spalding to come and hold a protracted
m eeting with the Indians at our station. At the close of it, we formed
ourselves into a littl e church . We had two laborers sent from the
Saudwich Islands-Joseph Mahi and wife, both members of Mr. Bing
ham's native church . These, with ourselves and Compo, made our
number seven. He requested to become a member, and on Sabbath ,
in the presence .o f the people, was regularly married and received to
our little number, a nd sat down to the table of the Lord with us, for
the first time celebrated at Wieletpoo. He was baptized and after
wards gave his little so n to God in baptism . The season was a refresh
ing one to us. Mr. Pambrun was here and spent the Sabbath, a nd
went away not a little affected with the scenes. We gain satisfactory
evidence for one of the boys living in our family, as having found the
pearl of great price. A young man living at Walla Walla , who was
here during the meeting , expresses a hope likewise. And there are
two or three of the India ns who appear to be unusually serious, and
sometimes we almost feel as if they were of the number who h ave
obtained mercy of the Lord.
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A most important transaction during the meeting was the forma
tion of a temperance society for the benefit of the Indians. All of the
ch iefs and principal men of the tribe who were here, readily agreed
to the pledge, and gave in their names to become members of the
society. I have recently been informed that two of them have been
tempted to drink, but have refused and turned their backs upon it,
saying they would never drink again. They are truly an interesting
people. We love them most sincerely, and long to see them turning
unto the Lord. It grieves us very much that you should think or
hear tbat]ohn is spoiled by your indulgence " or that we think so. "
No, my dear sister , it is not so-far otherwise. John is the same un
assuming, humble, obedient lad that he was while at Ithaca, possess
ing many excellent traits of character different from many of his
count rym en. The last time we saw him (wh ich was in the spring,
when he made us a visit), husband, in con versation with him, thought
he gave good evidence of a change of heart. But he is not long for
this world, if he is still alive. Nearly one year ago he was taken with
the most afflicting disease I ever saw-the swelling of the joints. He
came here for medical attention. H e was so disfigured it distressed us
very much to see him. The middle finger on each h and at the
knuckles, a nd knee joints, were very much swollen. We urged him
to stay with us-told him we would take good care of him and teach
h im, etc., but he was afraid to stay, fearing the Doctor would find it
necessary to perform some surgical operation upon him. He left us,
and I know not that we ever shall see him again in tbis world, and if
we are permitted to meet bim in heaven it will be, no doubt, in conse
quence of the prayers and in structions received while at Ithaca. H e
says he used to pray with Henry and others there, and no doubt their
example was the means of his praying with and teach ing h is fellow
mates to pray and sing the praises of God most sweetly, as I used to hear
them wben I was on a visit to Mrs. S, last fall . And t wo of the num
ber are already numbered with the dead, leaving satisfactory evidence
that they had given their hearts to the Savio ur, a nd were going to
m eet him in heaven , Bright, healthy, promising girls when I saw
them last fall. The}' h ad received the names of Martha and Mary,
and were baptized just before they died, Truly, these are choice
mercy drops to cheer us in our toilsome work here, for which we
would be unfeignedly grateful.

Really, my sheet is full nearly, and I have not sa id half yet. It is
a matter of great j oy to us that we are so soon and so bountifully re-
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inforced, and so unexpectedly, too. Mr. and Mrs. Gray join Mr . S. in
their work. We are much pleased with our acquaintance with Mrs.
G.-th ink her a m ost excellent person, and will, n o doubt, be a great
blessing to our missions. Mr. and Mrs. Walker, Mr. and Mrs. Eells,
locate somewh ere in the range of the F lathead language .

J ohn's father lives m any miles from us, and several from Mr.
Spalding's. Before he was taken sick he was very attent ive to h is
book, and assisted Mr. S. in cultivating, and his father, also; since,
he chooses to be with his parents all the time. It has a happy effect
upou his mind to remind him of his Ithaca fri ends, and when I asked
him if he remembered the verse Mrs. Parker used to teach him, .. F or
God so loved the world, " etc., said he did, a nd brought me his Testa
ment and wanted me to find it for him. I did . H e took it a nd studied
it a long time, very thoughtfully. It would be very desirable to have
him near some of us, so that we might instruct him more, but this is
denied us.

We were considerab ly disappointed not to receive letters from Mr.
Parker . H ope he will not forget us. Please write, all of you. Miss
McLoughfin is married to Mr. Rae. Her father h as gone to E nglan d .
As Mr. Lee is now in the States, you wilt probably hear all the news
about Vancouver from him.

Messrs. W. and E . h ave gone to explore, and letters from them, re
cen tly received, say the Big H ead 's land, the ch ief of the Flatheads,
situa ted n ear the Spokane Falls, IS the place recommended by Mr.
McDonald as the most favorable for a station- had not yet decided
intended to visit seve ral other places. Their lad ies will p robably re
main with us during the winter, particularly Mrs. Wal ker. 1\1y bus
band is uow at Vancouver, in business for the mission, and probably
will not be able to wri te as m any letters to his friends as usual. \Vith
much love to you, dear husband, self and family, 1 am, dear sister,
a ffect ionately yours, in Christian love,

•
N. W HITMAN.

Saturday, 6th .- 1 have just heard from J ohn. Rich ard has j ust
come from his father's-says he is very sick and near dying , but he
is pray ing and reading his testament all the time, and loves to think
of J esus. 0 , that I cou ld see him once w ore! We love h im tenderly,
and always have, and Richard, too. He has come here well dressed,



120 NINETEENTH ANNUAL REUKION

and wished to stay and go to school; how long he will stay contented
1 know not , but feel inclined to keep him.

NARCISSA \ VHITMAN.

R ev. Mrs. Samuel Parker,
Ithaca, Tompkins Co. , New York.

wrm..£TPOO, September 30, r839-

ftf)' Dearest Father : - I never have found it so trying to com me nce
writing to my friends home as at this time, simply because of the late
afflictive dispensation of Providence towards us, which renders me
almost incapable of writing, from excessive feeling, the moment my
thoughts return to the subject.

Vou will, doubtless, before this reaches you, have heard, through
the Board, of the melancholy deat h of our m ost p recious and only
ch ild, A lice Clarissa. That we loved her most ardently is true, and
it is no less true that we fee l keenly the severe pangs of a separation
from he,", who was SO much the j oy and com for t of our hearts in our
lonel y situation . Yet, it is the Lord that hath done it, and he has
dealt with us as a tender parent deals with the ch ildren whom he
loves. 0 , how often have I felt and thought wbat a privilege it would
be, if I could see and unburden to my dear parents the sorrows of my
broken and bleeding heart, since we have been bereft of our dear ,
sweet babe. Although deprived of this inestimable consolation , yet,
dearest father, I d esire to ask you to unite with us in praise and grati
tude to God that He has so mercifully sustained me, and that, when
crushed to the earth because His hand lay heavily upon me, His grace
was manifest to preserve and sustain my soul from murmuring or
repining at His dealings with us. Th is unspeakable co nsolation is

•
ours, that our daughter is at rest in the bosom of Him who said :
.. Suffer the little children to come unto m e, forof such is the kingdom
of heaven." We rej oice, too, that we have been permitted to become
parents, and that she has been spared to us as long as she was, and
for the pl easure we had in witnessing the development of h er ardent,
active mind. Young as she was, we cou ld plainly see a m anifest relish
and enjoyment in singing and worship, and the last month of her life
she com menced learning to read, and improved rapidly. Mrs. Judd's
little daughter h ad just sent her one of Gallaudet's Mothers' :Primers,
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with which she was much pleased, and had learned to the eigh teen th
page, tbe whole 'Of which she read twice the day she was drowned.

But I must haste to give ) ' OU the particulars of h er sudden, myste 
rious fligh t. In letters previous, I have spoken of the situat ion of our
house on the bank of the Walla Walla river , a large and rapid stream
emptying into the Columbia. We had often though t of the danger to
which she was exposed in our being so near the water, when she
should run about , and have watched her most carefully, and used
every precaution to mak e her fear going near the brink, and, till then,
thought we had succeeded . But. unfavorably for us and her, she had
lost that timidity from seeing children who h ad been h ere on a visit,
with their pare nts, j ust a week or two before, playing about the water
aud seeing others of the family going to that p lace for water. Friday
afternoon, before sbe fell in, we were ill the garde n weeding, and she
was with us, d iverting hersel f in trying to assist us, as she ofte n had
been, and just as we were about to go to the house, her father pulled
up a radish a nd threw it down . She took it aud was out of sigh t in a
moment, and we supposed she had gone to the house. We came along
directly, and husba nd stopped at the ri ver to wash h is hands, aud
found her there, wash ing the radish, which both frightened and sur
prised us, as we had never known her to venture there before.
Her father first thought to put her into the water, all over, but feared
the effect upon her reason, it being so easy to fri gh ten her. Although
we were h orror-stricken at seeing bel' there-it being the first time
we d id not infli ct a uy punishm en t upon her, but talked to her seri
oustv of the consequence to h er if sh e should fall in, and concluded ,
in our minds, if we eyer saw her near th ere again , to take some course
to make her fea r to approach the forbidden place. But, when the next
time came, it was too late. While co nversing with her that evening ,
we told her that if sbe should fall in the water sh e would d ie, and then

•
father and mother would have no little Alice. She had, a few weeks
before, seen her father d rown a little dog that she used to play with ,
because it was sick and we fea red it would injure her ; and she seemed
to realize what it meant when we told her that she would die, like
Boxer. and mamma have no Alice. Some minutes after, while sitting
in m y lap, she appeared to be in deep tbougbt, and said to m e, with
inquiring looks, l ' Alice fall in water, Alice she d ie like Boxer- mam ma
have no Alice." I then repeated my com mands, and talked to her for
some time, but it soon passed from her mind, as the event of her
death will show.

•
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I would describe to you, if I cou ld , her bright, lively appearance
on Sabbath m orning , the day o f her death. She h ad a.ways slept with
me un til just a week before her death , and that night she proposed , of
her own accord, to sleep oa the mat on the floor. This gave me a
very strange and singular feeling , for I never could persuade her to lie
away from m e, not even in her father's arms, be fore, and I could not
divest myself of the feeling that she was laid away for the grave . It
being , 'ery warm , end because she preferred it , I let h er sleep on the
floor all n ight-but did Dot sleep much myself. Ever after this, I
made a bed for her up by the side of mine, where I could lay my hand
upon her. When I used to take her into the bed wi.th me, she would
lie a li ttle while aud then wish to go back again . Thus she gradually
went out of m y arms to the grave, so that I should uot feel it so
severely as if torn fro m t hem at once.

Sabbath m orning , as she lay Sleeping , I kissed her ; she immedi
atel y awakened, stretched up her arms and put them about my neck
and hugged and kissed me for a long time. I then told her I would
go and get some water in a tub, to wash her, and went ou t. While I
wa s gone, I heard her calling to me, and her father, who was sitting
in the room, said she appeared to be reasouiug with me, t rying to per
suade me that it was not best for her to be washed, and when I came
for her, she said she did not wish to have me wash h er in t he tub. The
manner of her talking , and her object ing to be washed, was so sing u
lar and unusual that I did not k now h ow to understand it. I did not
yield to h er , but put her in to the t ub and washed her. She mildly
submitted , but there was something so plaintive in her entreaties with
me that I have since been sorry that I did not listen to her. I did not
know but that it was the Sabbath that m ad e her feel so reluctant abou t
it, for it had been m;r usual practice to wash h er on Sat urday.

Her appearance at worship in the family was deeply interesting.
She had been in the habit of selecting th e hymn she wished us to sing,
for some time, and that morning her choice was " Rock of Ages, Cleft
for Me," a hymn wh ich she has been deligh ted in singtng for some
tim e. 0, if dear father and mother could have seen with wbat an ima
tion sbe sang , and bow h er sweet voice soared above ours ! When we
had completed the first verse, she arose out of her li ttle cha ir and
said , .. Mamma, sh ou ld my t ears forever flow ?" as if to remind me
which verse cam e next, and when we comm enced it she sat down and
sung on, as usual. Our worship with the Indians was about noon.
There being but four or five here, tbe camp having left th e week pre-
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vions, we had them come into our house. Her appearance was solemn
and attentive, and, to close, husband requested the same hymn to be
sung as at family worship. She united with us again, with a clearness
and distinctness we shall never forget, and with such ecstacy as almost
to raise her out of her chair . And 110 wonder, for what words cou ld
have been more appropriate to her mind than these:-

" \\'bile I d raw this fleeting brea th ,
W hen m y eyelids close i n death ;
When I r ise to worlds unk nown .
And be hold T hee on Thy throne ,
Rock of AJ{es , cleft for me,
Let me hide m yse lf in Th ee ."

Dear father, when you sing this 1tymn, think of me, for my
thoughts do not recur to it without almost overcoming me, and bring
ing fresh to my mind how she appeared when she last sang it with us.
She had begun to talk about her grandparents, uncles and aunts, con.
siderably, and I had hoped sbe would live to see them before she died,
or at least some of them.

Little did we think that young breath was so fleeting, or that those
sparkling eyes would so soon be closed in death, and her spirit rise to
worlds unknown, and that to behold on His everlast ing throne of
glory, Him who once said, " r will be a God to thee, and thy seed a fter
thee. "

This was the last we heard ber sing . After this she read her lesson
to us, and then her father took her out into the garden and picked a
stalk of pieplant for ber, which she was very fond of. She called it
apple. She ate a part of it and then threw the rest down. We both
of us were sitting near the door, and sh e was diverting herself in and
about it, and Margaret h ad been ordered to set the table, and get sup
per. The moment I ceased to hear her voice, or to see ber, I sent
Margaret to find her, and so it had al ways been. I never felt easy the
moment she was out o f sight, and I did not hear h er, or know her
fatber had tbe care of her, and so it was this time. I sen t M. for her,
but she did not look for her but little , and then went into the garden
for radishes and lettuce for suppe r, but she did not come and tell me
that sh e could not find her.

This letter must answer for all of ou r friends, for it will be impos
s ible for us to write all we could wish. I have been engaged in copy
ing a dictional)' for two or three weeks, besides attending to our
schoo l, which is a great reason why I cannot write more, and my eyes
trouble me very much.

N. W.
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WIRLltTPOO, W ALLA 'VALLA RIVER, OREGON T E RRITORY, }
October 9. 1839-

Dearest IIfo,'ner:- l h ave written a whole sheet to father talk ing ,
about our dear littl e <laughter, and have just arrived to the scene of
ber death. It was h al f past two when we gave d irect ions for supper,
think ing to have it some earlier than usual because husband bad not
eaten a nyth ing since breakfast, when I sent Margaret to look for b er.
Mungo went out with her at the same time and went to the river, hut
came back immediately and said there were two cups in t he river.
This startled us at once and as I made the inqu iry, .. H ow did they
co me there ?" husband said" Let them be and get them out to-morrow,
because of the Sabbath." I asked again b ow they came there and
what cups they were. He said " I suppose Alice put them there, " and
im mediately went out and took some poles to ge t them out . Why I
was not alarmed in an instan t is to me astonishing. It was doubtless
owing partially to my confidence in the girl I sent for her, because
she did not come and tell me she could not find h er. I trusted she
bad and had taken h er with her to get radishes, etc. I looked to see
if she was with h er, husband at the same time going to sec about the
cups. I went to the other side o f the house and in quired for h er , but
no one h ad seen her. Then it was pretty p lain in my mind where she
was, and by the time I got to the r iver's brink, it flashed across my
mind like a dream, that I had hed a glimpse of h er, wh ile sitti ng and
reading, entering the house and on seeing the table se t for supper,
she exclaimed with her usual animation, "Mamma, supper is almost
ready ; l et Alice get some water." She we nt up to the table and took
two cups that set by h er plate and Margaret 's (for we drank water in
stead of tea) and disappeared. Th is was like a shadow that passed
across my mind, passed away and made no impression . Strange as it
seemed to myself I d id n ot recollect it until I reached the place where
she had fallen in. And now where is she? W e thought if we could
find her immediately she would not be dead entirely, so b ut that we
cou ld bring her to agai n. W e ran down on the brink of the river
near the place where she was, and, as if forbidd en to app roach the
spot , although accessible, we passed her , crossed a bend in the o ver
far below and then back agai n, and then in another d irection, st ill
further below, while others got into the river and waded to find her,
and wh at was remarkable, all entered the river below where she was
at last found . Dear m other, ) 'OU can not teU what ou r feelings were at
that t ime, neither can I describe them to g ive you any adequate idea.
By this time all hopes of her life were given up for she had been in
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the water too long now to think of saving her. As we were coming
towards the house, we saw an old Indian preparing to enter the river
where she fell in . I stopped to see him swim under water until he !
passed me, and just a little below me be took her from the water and \
exclaimed I , She is found." I ran to grasp h er to my breast, but hus
band outran me and took h er up from the river, and in taking her
into his arms and pulling h er dress from her face we thought she
st ruggled for breath , but found afterwards that it was o nly the effect
of the atmosphere upon her a fter being in water. \Ve tried every
means that cou ld be used to bring her to life, for a long time, but to
no effect. Her spiri t had been caned to ri se to worlds before un
known, and I cou ld only say, " Lo rd, it is right; it is righ t ; she is

•
not mine, but thine; she has only been lent to m e for a little season,
and now, dearest Saviour, thou hast the best right to her; •Thy will be
done,' not mine. " I cannot wish her back in this world of sin and
pain; her tender spirit was of too delicate material to remain h ere
longer and be subj ect to the ills of this cruel and unfriendly world.
J esus ' love for her was greater than mine. H e saw it necessary for
our good and in mercy to her to take her to Himself. F or a moment
I felt all the horrors of the reflections that perhaps it might not be
well 'with my precious child, and what was the horror at that moment
to my soul. I immediately flew to the promises of God's holy word.
1 thought of his everlasting covenan t in which he has permitted us,
as parents, to enter , and the consciousness of an entire consecration
of h er to God, and to train her up to h im, and that when 1 had been
distressed to see in her a heart defiled by sin a nd in need of the cleans
ing efficacy of the Saviour' s blood. and was led with earnest prayer to
seek for her that salvation which is un to life, and knowing that God
hears prayer, 1 felt that it must be well with h er and it was well with
me, and wen with my husband. These circumstances, together with
her thoughtfulness and relish for worship and particularly her own
attempts at prayer have removed aU doubts from my mind and I have
the fuUest co nfidence and the unspeakable consolation to feel and
believe that she is at rest in the bosom of the blessed Jesus and h as
hid herself in Him as the everlasting " Rock of Ages cleft .. for the
salvat ion of her soul. .

After we had ceased exertions to restore li fe, I washed her and pre
pared her for the grave, while husband wrote and sent immediately
for Mr. Spalding a nd Mr. Hall to come and assist in burying her.

I have forgotten whether 1 wrote in the spring about Mr. Smith
leaving us to go into the heart of the Nez Perces country to be better
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able to learn the lang-uage. He left in May and she was drowned on
June 23d, aged two years, three months and nine days.

I cannot describe what our feelings were when night came and
our dear ch ild a corpse in another room. We went to bed, but not to
sleep, for sleep had departed from our eyes. The morning came, we
arose ; but our ch ild slept on. I prepared a sh roud for her during the
day, and before evening Mr. Pambrun came, hut was ignorant of her
death until h e arrived, although we bad gone to inform him. Mr.
Hall arrived on Tuesday even ing, got the news Monday noon and
started immediately . Mr. and Mrs. S. came down the river to Walla
Walla because be h ad broken his ribs and was unable to ride. They
arrived Thursday noon and we buried b er that afternoon.

We kept her four days. She did not beg in to change m h er ap
pearance much for the three first days. This proved to be a great
comfort to me, for so long as she looked natural and was so sweet and
I could caress her, I could not bear to have her out of my sigh t; but
when she began to melt away like wax and her visage changed I
wished then to put ber out of my sigh t, and felt it a great privilege
that I could put her in so safe, quiet and desirable a resting place
as the grave-to see her no more until the morning of the resurrection.

Although ber grave is in sigh t , every time I step out of doors, yet
my thoughts se ldom wander there to find her. I seem not to feel that
she is there. I look above and with unspeakable deligh t contemplate
her as enjoyi ng the full delights of that bright world where her j oys
are perfect and she does not now, as formerly, need the presence of
her much loved parents to make h er happy. Her little prayer used
to be : " 0 Lord, bless little Alice ; m ay she be Thy child , may she
love Thee, and when she dies, may she go to h eaven and live with
Iesus, and sing his praises, forever and ever. Amen."

Dear m other , I know you will forgive me for occupying so much
room for this one subject. I wish I had time to say much more, but
must take a little time to tell you about our present sit uation. After
the funeral it was thought best for us to go home with Mr. and Mrs.
Spalding and the members of the Nes Perces Mission to meet at Mr.
Smith's to confer about the alphabet , many of them not being satis
fied with the one Mr. S. had settled upon. The Indians all being
away we concluded to go , and after spending the Sabbath at Mr. S. 's,
he, with Mr. Hall, went with us to Mr. Smith's, about fifty miles
beyond. We stayed th ere nearly two days and then returned to Mr.
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Spald ings, spent the Sabbath and on Tuesday started for home and
arri ved Friday morning. In the afternoon we received a letter from
Mr. Eells that his wife was sick and did not expect she would live and
wished my husband to go immediately. She has a spinal difficulty
and a weakness which was coueiderably aggravated in the journey
across the mountains H e left that night and traveled almost night
and day until he reached there, which was on Sabba th eve.

And now the trial was upon me which I had dreaded more than
anything else-to h ave my husband go from home and leave me alone.
It was then that I realized the full reality of my bereavement. Hus
band gone night afte r night, the cheering presence of that dear
daugh ter taken from me which had always been my relief in such
lonely hours. Add to this the sick ness and death of two interesting
children of an Indian, and very sudden . too; the care of burying
them and meeting with all the supers titious feelings and notions in
regard to sick ness and dying among the natives, and yet, dear
mother, you can realize but a small part of the trying feelings to be
endured under such circumstances. \Vhat I underwent at that time I
cannot describe.

.
For a poor, weak femal e to spend the Sabbath alone among the

h eathen in ordinary circumstances and having them look to her for
instruction and not to have the command of the language so as to
converse sat isfactori ly with them in hardly the least degree, she would
feel , unavoidably, a weight of responsibility almost insupportable. In
addition to this, on this Sabbath after our return and husband's leav
ing- it being just four weeks from the day of the scene of Alice 's
death, and the first o f my being at h ome-I could not divest myself
of the impression that she was about me. I seemed to hear her
voice-ber footsteps near me all day long. Towards evening the
news came that the little boy was dying. My feelings were such that I
could not go to see bim die. The next morning, as soon as I was up,
the father came and told me his ·other l ittle son had foll owed his
brother in the night, and that without appearing much sick or being
sick but a short time. Both had the dysentery. They both were
sensible to the last that they were dying ;- probably five and ten years
of age. The youngest said , when told that he was dying , that it was
not dying-this would be but for a little while and then he should
always live. H e said 'of his own accord, " I love God," and often re
peated the name of God. His father asked him, . , Is it true that you
love God ?" He replied, "Yes, I love Him more than anything else."
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H e said again, "Is it true that you love God more than anyth ing else?"
H e said, .. Yes, it is t rue." When h e bad said this be drew his
blanket up o ver bim as if he would go to steep end died. These two
little boys were members of husband 's Sabbath school last summer
when be taught them the Ten Commandments.

On Monday we bad a box made large enough to put them both in
and buried them-all done pri ncipally by the members o f our own
family, there being but one family here besides the oue afflicted. The
m other was taken sick also. and one ch ild, and they began to feel that
they should all die, and many. au bearing of the sick ness a nd death
of the two boys, were afraid to come here, for fear they should die ,
too.

The suddenness of the death of the boy last taken was a great wonder
to them-said perhaps it was the medicine I gave them (wh ich was
nothing but a small dose of salts). I had not dared to give them the
least thing for fear of the consequences, k nowing that they were
al ways ready to take the advantage of everything. As it was, they
were distracted with every false and superstitious n otion they could
thi nk of, which is no sm all part of a missionary' s trials. All these
things together made me feel as I never felt before-I seemed to
.. sink in deep waters, wh ere the floods overflowed m e " - and at
times lost sigh t of my S upporter, or rather h ad not strength to cast
myself upon H im. Husband was gone until the next Satu rday.
Thursday evening Mr. Perk ins, from The Dalles, came and spent the
nig h t and until Saturday morning, which was a great relief to me.
Mr. Walker came h ome with husband.

The third week in August we were surprised with a call from two
yo:ung men from the states, Mr. Geiger, formerly fro m Angelica, and
Mr. J ohnson, from New York , who were here to explore the territory.
They stopped a few da ys with us and then went on to the Willamette.

The next week we h ad to go to Mr. Spalding's to attend the gen
eral m eeting of the m ission. Mr. and Mrs. H all returned with us and
will spend the winter nere. We all came down the Snake river to
Walla Walla and she was brought up the Walla Walla river to this
place in a canoe to the lower part of our plantation, and the rest o f
the way she was brought on a hammock. They are interesting and
lovely people and we find them a great assistance to us in encouraging
us in our perplexing labors here.
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Two missionaries from the Oberlin Institute have come here-l
mean to Oregon-for the purpose of establishing a self-supporting
mission. Rev. Mr. Griffin and wife, and Mr. Munger and wife. They
will find it very difficult to get along, probably, upon that system.
Mr. Munger has engaged to us to finish off our house-he is a carpen
ter and will make us a more convenient house than I ever expected
to have h ere, or at least very soon. One room is already fini shed
which will make Mrs. Hall very com fortable for tbe winter. Mr.
Griffin and wife a re a t Mr. S palding's and must labor for their food
this winter.

1\1r . H all, when he came in the spr ing , brought us a printing press.
I believe we wrote about it in our last.· He has printed us a little
book and we hope to have him do more for us before be leaves.

After our return from the meeting we commenced a school imme
diately . We have more than a bundred and twenty on the li st , but
they do not all attend at one time. Men, women and children all
a ttend and appear much pleased with the new book in their language.

A Catholic priest has recently been at\Valla Walla and held meet- S
iugs with the Indians and used their influence to d raw all the people (
away from us. Som e they have forbidden to visit us again, and fill '
all of their minds with distraction about truths we teach, and their own ,I
doctrine ; say we h ave been talking to them about their bad hearts
long enough, and too long-say we ough t to have baptized them long
ago, etc., etc. _T~e conflict has begun-what trials await us we know
not. We never had greater encouragement about the Indians than at
the present time. Could they be left unmolested uutil their minds
should become settl ed upon the great t ruths they have been permitted
to hear about- ou r hope and trust is in the Lord-we desire not to be
moved by all the opposition of earth and h ell combined, bu t to stay
o ur sou ls upon Him, and to labor faithfully and diligently and leave
the event with him.

I have not received a single letter from home for more than a year
excep t one from Cousin J eremiah Butler, who is now at Oberlin ,
which these people brought. We have h eard of the arrival of a box
of clothing for us sent from R ushville. It is now at Vancouver.

I shall not be able to write more than this letter 110W, but shall
hope to be able to write to you all to send across the mountains next
spring , which will be received three months later than this, probably.
I hope all who write me will be particular to mention what letters and



130 NINETEE NTH ANNUAL REUNION

the dates of all t he letters they have received from us, so that we may
know what letters you receive an d what fail.

Dearest father and m other, farewell once more. I wish I bad time
to say more, for my h eart is st ill burdened . Perhaps you will thiuk
we cast re flections upon ourselves for neglect. or as being the cause
of dear Alice 's death . W e can not d o it, a lthough we see now bow it
m ig ht have been prevented, cou ld we h ave known or anticipated it.
What I have to say more is, do p ray for us. 0, how I long to hear
{rom you. I know not but that you m ay be as deeply a fflicted as weare.
It will be but a few more days and then we sh all meet in heav en. 0,
what a glorious thought ! Again I say farewell .

We are, dear parents, your a ffl icted and be reaved ch ildren ,

MAR CCS AND NA RCISSA \ V H IT MAN.

W e send much love to you all who are beloved in the Lord. Pray
for the poor Indians here who are at their wits' end to k now which is
the right way to worsh ip-our hearts bleed for them for they know
not what they do in rej ecting J esus Ch rist and His sal vation.

N . W .

What wou ld dea rest mother say to us now if she should see us ? I
w ish she wou ld write me that I may hear her voice once more. How
is it with her soul ? is her fai th an d confidence strong in t he Lord ?
0 , I know my mother prays for us , and the Lord will rewa rd her for
it. I do not ex pect to see her again in t h is world, but sometimes I
desire to very much. I used to .....ant to have you all see Alice, but now
that desire is taken away.

\VIELETPOO, O REGON, }
Apr il 30, 1840.

lily Dear Father:-It is almost t .....o years since we h ave received
a single letter from home, and I have written several t imes since ; but
another opportu nity has arrived for sending, a nd I can not let i t pass
with out writing, so I read over the old letters and answer them over
again. I feel very anxious to b ear from y ou all . Yet I k now not what
changes have been made in the space of two years. I almost fear to
hear-lest death should have found h is way and broken iu upon the
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number. It has been so with us. The lovely tender plant which our
Heavenly Father gave us to rear for Him He has transplanted to H is
own Paradise above. It is almost a year since He took her, yet ou r
hearts do not cease to bleed at the fond recollections of her innocent
smiles and fond caresses. We do n ot wish her to come to us again .
bu t we shall soon go to her. I see more than ever a reason why t he
Lord saw fit to take her from us . Our sit uation and respousibifiti -...s
require that most of my time should be spent in teaching school,
which I could not do without her having been exposed to the conta m 
inating influence of heathenism and very much neglected .

"

S ince September last I have been in school almost co nstantly. con-
sidering my other duties, an d this spring. besides the schoo l. morn and
eve worship with the people aud a Bible class with the women wh ich I
attended e very day until my health gave way. and I was obliged to
omit part of them except when I was entirel y laid aside. I do not thin k
I should have been sick had it 110t been for our open house. Both the
house we live in. which a part of the time has been our school house,
and where I have recently met my school. We still live in the house
we first built although we built one of adobe the year our re-inforce
ment arrived. Various hindrances prevented our getting into it, or
attending to finish it . Indeed , there was no one to do it until last
fall. The Lord sent us a good mechanic from Oberlin. Mr. Munger ,
an d his wife. They came out as self-supporting missionaries. He,
seeing ?-'e needed h is assistance very much. engage d to finish our
house for us, and is still with us. A part of the h ouse is nearly
finished a11(1 will be a very com for table and clean house to what this
h as been . Father cannot realize th e d ifficulty and h ardship we have
had in getting what t imber we must have for doors. floors, shelves,
etc .• for our house. NQ durable wood near us c f auy k in d excep t
alder . which we are trying to make answer for our tables. bedsteads ,
etc. 'Ve go to the mountains fifteen miles and cut and draw pine on
a sled on bare g round (for there has been scarcely snow en ough to
draw but three or four for the two past winters). The second winter
we were here we sen t to the mountains and sawed boards there and
packed them on horses. All our boards are sawed by band with a
pit saw, which dear father must know is ver}' hard work, and besides
this, the smoothing, daubing and whitewashing of au adobe house is
"t-ry tedious work and reqnires much time and labor. Husband is
now engaged in it, -prepar ing it for painting. We feel ourselves
highly favored that we could obtain oil and paint enough and at a
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reasonable price, to paint the wood work. and Boors, so as to seve rn)'
strength and labor.

\Ve need fences for our corn and wheat fields , garden and door
yards, but have no timber near, and we have Dot been able to send to
the mountains as yet. H igh door yard fences we need very much, so
as to keep the Indians from making a highway of every part o f our
house and breaking our windows. It is so diffi cult to obtain glass
that we feel vcry choice o f what we have obtained and intend to have
Venetian blinds made to all our large windows to preserve them and
our house when we are absent, which we are obliged to be often more
or less every year ; at lea st husband is, and I go with him sometimes
because it is better for my health t han to stay home alone, many
times entirely alone, especially when all the Indians are away : I
suffer from dejection considerably- feel the want o f society , especially
s ince the death of ou r dear Alice,

There is no lime stone to be obtained anywhere near us and our
alternative is to burn clam shells, which we hope to make answer the
purpose, Another great inconvenience we e xperienced is the want of
a solid material for h earths. Our h ouse, ch imney, fi replace, oven and
hearths are all made of mud-unburnt bricks call ed adobes. Perhaps
t his is saying enough about our worldly affairs, I intend to gi ve
father a view of the plan of our house, I have much to write about
the people that would be interesting if I had time.

There has been much sick ness among them this spring and several
d eaths-some of them were our firmest friends. Their sickness causes
us a great deal of perplexity, care a nd anxiety . 'The)' are anx io us to
take medicine, but they do not feel satisfied with this alone-they must
h ave their jugglers pl aying over them or th e)' will su re ly d ie. We
h ave two or t hree instances where some have died withou t being
played over. The}' are such miserable nurses that they die by t heir
own neglec t. We have been kept much o f t he time occupied in visit
ing and preparing food and medicine for them. It has been an un
usually interesting time with them th is spring,

Th ey have a ttended quite generally upon instructions-some to
hear for the benefit o f their souls and others for the gratificat ion of
their prid e and vanity. The former receive the truth, however plain
and forcibly it rna}' be applied to their own h earts and consciences, as
the truth. The latter regret every application made to the hearts and
lives of the people and call it bad talk, mutter and often tell him to
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stop for they have heard enough. There seems to be but few of this
class, and there are some old men who think they are sa fe and will go
to h eaven when they die. They complain because th e young and
common people are taught as well as themselves. They wish us to
teach two or three of the p rincipal ch iefs and let them teach the pe0

ple, as the)' used to do a t the fort before we came. T h ey love to h ear
something new a nd m arvelous-scripture names aud history, or any
subject that does not touch the h eart. These they will repeat day
after day and night after night, as if their salvation depended upon it ;
indeed, th e)' make it their religion and are displeased the moment you
attem pt to shake the foundations of their hopes. There are suprem ely
selfi sh and would com pel you to do everything for th em , if they could,
without com pen sation.

I h ave written this letter so blindly I fear father will be troubled
to read it. I have m any and constan t interruptions and write in great
haste. N. W.

• \ V I E LETPOO, :\Ia)' 2, 1840.

lily Dear lifo/her : - 1 can not d escribe h ow much I have longed t o
see you of late. I h ave felt the want of you r sym pathy , your presence
and coun sel more than ever . One reason doubtless is it h as been so
long sin ce I h ave received a siugle letter from anyone o f the dear
friend s at h ome. Could the)' know h ow I feel and bow much good
their lette rs do me, they would all of th em write a grea t deal eud
write often, too, at least e very month or two, and send t o Boston and
to Westport, to the care of Rev. Joseph Mce o)' ; they would surely
reach us . Our associates receive them in great numbers, wh ich does
not make us feel any better for ourselves. We are daily ex pecting the
arrival of Mr. Lee's sh ip, laden with associates for that m ission, and
we b ave the encouragement from the board to ex pect four or five
families for our own missio n. By t h em we h ope to receive letters in
abundance. It is a consoli ng thought to us that we are permitt ed the
prospect of havin~ other fellow laborers to j oin us again so soon. We
feel that we cannot do our work too fast to save the Indian-the
hunted, despised and unprotected Indian-from entire exti nction.

A tide of immigration appears to be m ovi ng this way rapidly.
What a few years will bring forth we know not. A great ch ange h as
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taken place even since we first entered the' cou ntry, and we have no
reason to believe it will stop here. Instead of two lonely American
females we now number fourteen, and soon may twenty or forty
more, if repor ts are true. We are emphatically situated on th e high
way between the stat es and the Columbia river, and are a resting
p lace for the wear)" t ravelers , consequently a greater burden rests upon
us tban upon any of our associates-to be always ready . And doubt
less many of those who !!Ie coming to this mission their resting place
will be with us until they seek and find homes of their own among
the solitary wilds of Oregon.

Could de ar motber k now bow I have been situated the t wo winters
past, espec ially winter before last , I know she would pity me. I often
think how disagreeable it used to be to her feelings to do her cook ing
in the presence of men -sitting about the room. This I have had to
bear ever since I h ave been here-at times it has seemed as if could
not endure it au ) ' longer. It has been the more trying because our
h ouse h as been so miserable and cold- small and incon ven ien t for
us-man y people as have lived in it. But the greatest trial to a
woman 's feelings is to h ave her cook ing and eating room always filled
wit h four or five or m ore Indians-men- especially at m eal time-but
we hope this trial is nearly done, for when we get into ou r other house
we have a room there we devote to them especially, and shall not
permit them to go into the other part of the house at all. They are
so filthy they make a g reat deal of cleaning wherever they go, and
this wears out a woman very fast. W e must clean after them, for we
have come to elevate them and not to suffer ourselves to sin k down to
their standard. I hardly know bow to describe m y feel ings at the
prospect of a clean, com fortable h ouse, and one large enough so that
I can find a closet to pray in .

As a specimen I will relate a circumstance that occurred this
spring. When the people began to return from their winte-r quarters
we told them i t would be good for them to build a large h ouse (wh ich
they ofte n do by putting several lodges togetber) where it would be
conveuieut for all to attend worship and not meet in the ope n ai r.
They said they sbould not do it , but would worship ill our new house,
and asked us if there were not houses in heaven to worship in . We
told them our bouse was to live in and we could 110t have them wor
ship there for they would m ake it so dirty and fill it so full of ficas that
we could not live in it. We said to them further, that they did not
help us build it and that people in other p laces build their houses of
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worsh ip and did not let one man do it all alone, and urged them to
join tog ether by and by and build one for themse lves of adobe. Hut
it was of no avail to tbem ; they murmured still and said we must
pay tbem for their laud we lived on. Something- of tbis kind is occur
ring almost all the time when certain individuals are bere; such as
complaining because we do not feed them more, or that we will not
let them run all over the house, etc., etc.

They are an exceedingly p roud, haughty and in solen t people, and
keep us constan tly upon the stretch after patience and forbearance.
We feed tbem far more than any of our associates do their people, yet
they will not be sat isfied. Notwithstanding all this t here are many
redeeming qualities in them, else we shou ld h ave been discouraged
long ago. \Ve are more and more encouraged the longer we stay
amoug them .

•
They are becoming quite independent in cultivat ion and make all

their ground look as clean and mellow as a garden. Great numbers
of them cult ivate, and with but a single horse will t ake any p low we
have, however large, aud do t heir own ploughing. They have a great
thirst for bogs, hens and cattle, and several of them have obtained

•
them already.

Our greatest desire and an x iety is to see t hem becoming true
Christians. For th is we labor and pray, and t rust in God for the bless
iug on our labors , But t he labor is great and we ate weak and
feeble, and sometimes are ready to faint. \Ve need th e prayers of ou r
Christian friends at home and I t rust we have t hem . Could they
k now j ust how we are situated and all our discouragements I know
they would pray more a rdently for us and more importunately for us ,

Dear fatb er, I will rel ate one m ore anecdote and then must cl ose.
Te-lou-k i-ke said to m)' h usband this morning: "Why do you take
your wife with you to Mr . \Valker's ? Why do you not go alone ?
You see I am here wit hout my wife; why do J"OU always wa nt to take
your wife with you when you go from home ? \Vhat do you make so
much of her for ? " H e told h im it wa s good for me to go with him ;
t hat we were one, and that wives were given as companions. He re
plied " t hat it was so with Adam because a rib was taken from him to
m ake his wife, but it was not so now ; it was different with us." This
bas often been brough t u p by th em ; the way I am treated, and con
trasted wit h t hemselves ; they do not like to h ave it so; their con
sciences are troubled about it. May t hey be more and more so until
a reformation is made among them.
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Plan of t he mission bouse a t Wieletpoo, drawn by Asebel Munger .
W e have made it larger than it was originally intended at the sugges
tion of Mr. Hall, so as to be more convenient to accommodate the
g eneral meeting of the m ission.

EXPLANATIONS.

A - Our own sleeping room. B e-Parlor. C- Diniu& H all. D 
Indian H al l. E --Kitchen. F -Pantry. G-51eeping room for
J oseph and wife, our domestics. H - Cellar and room above for boys.
I - Storehou ;;e. K -Hen bouse. LL-Privy house- double. W 
Clothes press. X-Chest of d rawers set in the wall. P-Book case.
O-Show case for natural pu riosities, and the lower part for bed and
table linen. The upper part of both of glass; also set in the wall .
R - Cupboard. T-Stairs. U - l\Ied icine case . V - Stove. Seven
large windows, the rem ainder are small. A , I and K are yet to be
built, probably th is summer. M -Turkey house of wood and yard .
This is all we have made .

We give you the probabl e plan of our yard, wbich we need very
much ; but it is yet to be buil t. N is the place where Alice Clarissa
fell into the river, and but a short distance below, she was found. S
is in the direct ion of her little g rave, further off than is represented
by this view . The exterior does not look as well as the interior. The
roof is made of poles, straw and dirt t h rown upon the top. It will
look better when it is whitewashed on the outside . We paint the
wood work a light slate color; the front door, outside, green ; the
floors with yellow ochre ; pantry shelves the same.
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I do not know how many of my letters reach bome or whether any
of them. I write and se nd twice a y ear to some o f them. I hope all
who write will be careful to mention the reception of all our letters ,
so then we shall k n ow what ones fail and what reach )·ou.

P lease give ou r love to all our friends wh o are interested in us, and
accept much for dear father, mother and all th e family.

Your affectionate daughter,

NARCISSA WHITMAN .

It seems as if the Lord's hand was in it in sending Mr. and Mrs.
Munger here just at this time, and I know not h ow to feel grateful
enough. My health has su ffe red considerably m ore than any winter
before since we have been here. This is planting ti me a nd there
is much to be d one to the walls o f the house to get it ready for paint 
ing the floors, and husband h as but one week 's time to com plete it all
so that Mr. 1\1. can go on wit h h is work. He wish es me to accompany
him to Mr. W alker's to recover my health , and I h ave partly con
sented, alt hough I feel as though the work n eeded my superin tend
ence at h ome as soon as h e can return.

Husband finds the responsibilities of a station too m uch for one
man, in connection with h is medical duties. H e is pressed every m o
men t, a nd often obliged to neglect, or but half perform, some part o f
h is labors.

Our dear Brother and Sister Hall, who spent the last six months
with us, were a grea t com for t to us, and thei r experience ill th e m is
sion ary life was also a help to us. They left us the fi rs t of March.
H er health was much improved by ber st ay am ong us. I h ave written
Sister Judson the particulars concerning h er, and the bi rth of her babe.

0 . bow I wish I could look into that dear circle once more ! I s
dear father and mother well ? Are they as strong as th ey were when 1
bade them farewell ? Where are t be ch ildren ? Are th ey all scat
tered ? If they are, but doing good in the world , it is well . How is
it with Edward and H arriet ? I d o not hear a single word from them.
What are their plans ? Are they preparing to become m issionaries ?
Nothwithstanding all m y trials here ; notwithstanding I wish to see
you a l1 so much. ye t I should not be willing to go home to see you.
We o ften say so to each other. We do not wish to go h ome ; we are
conten ted and h ap py here, and here our thoughts cen tre. Our ch ief
anxiety is to see these people ch oosing Christ-loving and serving
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him. It is for this we live and are willing to wear out our lives in
endeavoring to persuade them to obey Ch rist. Sometimes we are

. ready to fain t with t he discouragements that beset our path ; then
again we look and tak e a fresh hold upon the arm of the blessed
Saviour aud go c u. \ Vhen I h ave felt t he most desponding and cast
d own I h ave th ough t perh aps dear mother was not alive to pray tor
me any more. Then 1 th ink Jesus lives and B e win not forsake me.
He will Dot unless I forsake Him fi rst. But my wicked heart is
treacherous st ill and pron e to leave h im whom m y soul loves. I o~teu

look up to that place of rest where my dear babe has gone a nd feel
that I sh all soou follow h er. Dear motber , when we m eet there tbeu
we can converse togetber of all th ese things which a re now trying to
the flesh, and bless and praise God forever for them. Till then adieu.

Your affectionate daughter,

N ARCISSA \ VHITMA N.

Mrs. Cla rissa Prentiss,

Angelica, Allegany County, New York.

\VI ELETPOO, OREGON TERRITORY, October I , 1841.

J/fy DearJane: - I wrote you a folio sheet , as full as I could write
it, to you and E dward, and sent it across the moun tai ns with the
almost certain assurance that it would reach you, at least by this time,
if not sooner. But it has returned , with all the other letters we sent
that way. \Ve have now sent all our spring letters to Vancouver, to
go by sea, so th at it is doubtful wb cu you will get them, if at all . I
mentioned in my letter to you that Mr. Munger had become unbal
anced in his mind, and it was thought best for h im to return to his
friends in the States. He h ad been prevailed upon to go, and accord
ingly started, with his wife and one ch ild, to go across the mountains.
To them we com mitted our letters, with the ex pectation that they
would pass through Quincy on their way to Oberlin . They accompa
n ied the H. H . B. Company ' s party to Fort Hall , a nd from thence to
the place of the American R endezvous. on Green river, and found
that no party h ad come up from the States, and, from all that they
cou ld learn, no o ne was expected . They accordingly returned to Fort
H all, and concluded that there was no other alternative but to retrace
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their steps to th is country again . Mr. M. was happy in doing so, but
his poor wife did it very reluctantly, for her heart was very much set
on going to her friends. They came down be fore the m ain party, and
brought back our letters with them. They h ad not retraced their
steps far before a large party of emigran ts and J esuits arrived from the
States. But n o one bro ugh t any letters from you or Edward ; conse
quen tly, I was greatly disappointed , and must wait another yea r- before
hearing fro m you again.

'The emigrants were twenty-four in number-two families , with
small ch ildren, from Missouri. This company was much larger when
they started. About thirty went another route, to Cali fornia. The
company of J esuits were twelve in number, co nsisting of three priests,
three novitiates, four laborers, and their pilot, started from St . Louis,
one they found on thei r way. Their pilot is Fitzpatrick, the same
person that commanded the par ty we came with from the States.
This company came as far as F ort H all. They then go with the In 
d ians to the Flathead co un try, or Pend d'Oreille. It is not known where
they will settle, but it is reported that they expect to locate themselves
somewhere in that region , and in t he same language that part of our. . .
nnssiou are occu pymg.

Now we have Catholics on both sides o f us, and , we may say, right
in our midst, for MI". Pambrun , while he was alive , failed not to secure
one of the principal Indi ans of t bis t ribe to that religion, a nd had his
family baptized . He acts upon h is band, a nd holds from us many who
would be glad to come and hear us. And then , the Indians are acted
upon co nsta ntly through the ser vants of the Company, who are all ,
scarcely without exception , Catholics.

We feel no disposition to retreat from our work , bu t hope to stand
our ground, if such a thing is possible. 1·fJ.tzpatr ick is expected here
wh en he h as accomplished his piloting for that compan y, and is said
to return to St. Louis this fall; if so, I hope to send this by h im.

I w ay have mention ed the death of our k ind neighbor at Walla
Walla, Mr. Pambrun, in m y letter this spri ng ; although it was written
before it transpired , yet it was not sent un til afterwards. Early in
May he received an injury from his horse, which caused h is death in
four days a fte r he was hurt. Husband was with him all the time dur
ing his sick ness and death . It was a most distressing scene. H e was
only anxious to die that he might be relieved of pain.

A short time before he was sick h e got his mind upon marrying
his daughter to one of our mission. I mean our Brother R ogers, who
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came out with the last reinforcement. This was 8 great trial to us, for
we did not consider her worthy of h im, besides being a half-breed and
a Catholic. She has had D O education, except barely to learn to read
and write. It was his subj ect of conversation by day and by nigbt
while he was alive, and in his will he appropriated more to her on h is
account, than to his other ch ildren , besides giving him much of his
personal property, and willing h im a hundred pounds sterling. This
was that his wife an d ch ildren might h ave a good home. I n his mind
t h e bargain was com pleted, and all the arrangements made, before h e
died. He was riding out with Brother Rogers when be was hurt.
A fter his death the family were removed to Vancou ver. We have
since learned that she refused to marry Mr. Rogers, and he has re
t urned the property willed to him. \Ve thin k he h as no reason to
regret it on h is 0\\'1l account. But the consequen ce of it all h as been,
it has taken Brother R. out of our mission, and h e has gone to sett le
for himself on the \VilIamette, or in that region.

We regret the loss very much, as he was a valuable member of our
mission . This was not the only reason of his leaving us. H e was
stationed at Lapwai , with Mr. Spald ing , and could not be conten ted to
remain in that part of the mission after Mr. Smith left. .

F eb. 2 , I84 2. - DearJatle:- Since I commenced this letter much
h as transpired of deep interest, and is constantly transpiring that is of
importance to this cou ntry, an d those who a re inte rested in her wel
fare . But I must talk to you a little before I tell about things h ere.
I have just read your letter again, written in March; 1840, and it is
now '42, and do y ou not think that is a long while to wait for
letters from one's beloved sisters an d frien ds? You have p laced y our
self so near us, I h ad h oped to receive letters from J Ou every ye ar ,
and even now I. must wait u ntil Septem ber before I can expect to h ear
from y ou again . Do, dear sister and brother, write a large parcel and
h ave them ready-do n ot wait for an opportunity . It would be so
comforting to get the h istory of you from one month to anot her, and
from year to year. It would be such a treat th at I should cry for j oy
over th em . I suppose you feel the same about us. I write you all I
possibly can-all that poor health and n umerous cares will adm it of.
Besides, I have so many to write to, both here as well as to friends at
h ome.
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I wish yon were here to comfort me with your society and aid me
with yonr labors, for there is more work to do than we can do,
although it is not with m e now as it has been ever since we have been
here. I am blessed with a n excellent associate in Sister Gray, who is
now located here. She is a sister, indeed. I love her much. It is not
good to be alone-so many cares will wear out th e health and life of
any one, as we feel ours to be already, although we are recruiting some
this winter.

J ane, I hear things abou t you that I do not like to hear. Sister L.
says you watch with sic k folks a great deal. You must stop it, or J OU

will repent it when your health fails, .and it will f ail- you cenuot
always endure. Take care of yourself, for I want you to come here
when you are th rough your care of E dward, if you do not m arry.
What do you think about it ? How would you like to come ? When
I know your mind we can then make arrangements for your coming ,
by writing to the Board, etc. The mi ssionary work is hard work, hath
for body a d mind, and requires health and strength. You say, " it is
deligh tful work." So it is, when faith and love are in lively exercise,
but where these Are not in livel y exercise, the work becomes burd en 
some, especially if health fail s.

Feb. 4th.-1 should like to give you the transactions o f this day,
and win if I can gather strength to do it . I was sic k last night , with
a severe headache, and have been so frightened to-day that I have not
much st rength of nerve left. The Indians are j ust now returning
from their wintering quarters, and some of the Nez Perces h ave been
serving the devil faithfully , especially those who spent their winter on
the Columbia river below, in the region of the Des Chutes and Dalles.
A young Nez Perces that had been to the Red river school d ied last sum 
mer. A brother of his, and three other principal men, managed to
frighten the River Indians, as being the cause of his death, and com
pelled them to give many horses and much property I as a compensa
tion, to keep them from other a cts of violence upon them. Husband,
learning of their base -couduct, took advan tage of their passing, on
their way to Mr. S. 's stat ion , to reprove them for what they h ad done.
These men are all firm believers in the te-wats, or medicine men. This
is a crying sin among them. They believe that the te-wat can kill or
make alive at his pleasure.

Yesterday the mother of the young man that died was in to see
me. She is an old medicine-woman, and as she had some of the
horses and property thus basely obtained husband. talked to her about
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it and told her it was her duty to give them back to those who stole
them, as the}' had distributed among many. She at last said she
would do it. Her talk aroused two others. as the}" were all t hat were
here, who came in last eveni ng and received the same plain admoni
tion. They did not like such plain tal k . They a re great 'Worsh ipe rs ,
or at leas t fee l and profess to be, and the m an who would believe that
they could d o such gnat wick edness, and tell them of it and warn
them of the co nsequences, was a bad man and would go to hell. Oue
of them , more daring than the others , gathered twelve or fourteen of
his friends and came in the forenoon to frighten us. One bad a bow
and ar rows with iron pail!ts ; another had a rope and another had the
war club. wbeu they first made their appearance these things were
co ncealed under their blankets. The head. man commenced the talk
b)' sayi ng that he was always good and that busbau d was bad and was
always talking Lad to t hew; that he bad brought in h is friends that
were ve ry powerful. This he said to frigh ten us and exci te h is all ies.
Soou husband spoke and told h im to stop, and began to explain the
conversat ion of Iaet night. After a little, one of them took down a
hair rope that was h anging near, and threw it d own near the doctor
o ue o f them that stood near put Iris foot on it. I began to be sus
picious of that movement and thought the)' were iutendiug to tie h im.
I told husband it was our rope and he picked it up and sent it out of
t he room. Soon a tall Indian advanced as the conversation increased
in spirit-under his blanket I saw another rope and one behind h im
had a bow and arrows, I asked husband if I bad 1I0t better call hel p ;
h e said 110 , he was not a frai d : 1: bad not yet discovered the war cl ub,
but I had seen enough to exci te my fears g reatly. I went into another
room, as slyly as J could , and called Pack et , wbo is living in the
Indian roo ms, and told him what was going on; be went and got two
other men aud came in and seated themselves. (The gathering was in
the k itcben. ] The co nve rsation continued and thev soon saw that
the)' had been led wrong by their leader, and their excitement died
away. A native woman, a frieud of ours, was in when they came in
and I had j ust begun to read a chapter o f the translation of Matthew
to her. She was in yesterday, also, and was appealed to as a witness
of what was said yesterday and was of service in quelling their rage,
One of our men wh o came in first discovered the club, and the Indian
was asked , when the excitement was over, what he came in with a
club for? He flushed and put it around under his blanket out of
sight. They all went away, ashamed of themselves and defeated.
Their aim, doubtless, was to frighten us and cause the doctor to take
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back wh at be said yesterday ; but that b e would not do, but still said
to them if he did not tell them plainly of their sins the Lord would be
displeased with them. They said it would not do for him to talk so
to Ap-asb-wa-kai-k in , their leader in wickedness, and tbe brother of
thedeceased young man ; if he did, he would figh t him. H e told
him that it was bis duty to tell him that he bad done wrong, and that
h e, as well as they, must m ake restitution to those wbom they had
so unj ustly inj ured , and that h e should not h esitate to t ell them so.

March 23.-Him-in.il-ip-il-ip, one of tbe two that was so excited about
his bad conduct being told him so plain.I)', p romised be fore he le ft the
place that he would restore tbe property be had so unjustly taken.
About t wo or three weeks afte r the above tran saction J1p-asb .wa-kai.
k in ca me in to camp. Husband was a way at the time-he had gone
about a day's ride to visit a sick woman, the wife of the Catho~~.£, and
spent t he Sabbath with them, as there were many Indians there. H e
did not , howeve r, after his return, find it convenient to converse with
h im u nder two or three d ays. But it was like a thu nder-bolt to bim,
for it appeared that no one had told h im of the transactions of the
others. It was in the evening an d we were al one with him-he raged
and threatened and said h e ,..-oudered bow they h ad allowed him to
escape-e-although husband had told him as mildly and affectio nately
as possible. H e soon flew out of the h ouse in great an ger- leavin g
the door open behind h im an d went to his lodge and hid himsel f from
us for several days. Before this con versatio n took p lace, b e was eager
to obtain a plough , but husband wished to see this business settled
before be cou ld oblig e him. H e fin ally p romised before he left the
place that he , al so, would m ake restitution, and par ted good fr iends.

I cannot give you the ou trages of last fall . I have written them to
ou r dear parents, if it reaches them you will doubtless have the
perusal of it. That , with this, will give you some idea what
we have to meet with , b ut we may say that these are no trials, com 
paratively, to wh at they would be if the full use of ardent sp irits was
introduced among them.

May J7th.-The time has at length arrived for sending off our
letters, and it is the last moment. I have not written to any of our
beloved friends in Angelica, you must send these letters when you
have an opportunity.

Our general meeting is now convened. All the families of the
mission are here except Mr. Spalding's, who refuses to attend. We
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are in deep waters, hut we hope this meeting will decide our case as a
mission in some way that will be a relief to our anxious minds. r
cannot say much now. but the time wi ll come when I hope to be able
to speak freely.

Dear husband has not written a single letter to send home, nor can
he, his mind is filled with so much labor, care and responsibility,
He often speaks of you, hut cannot writ e.

Mr. Munger, the man I wrote about in my letters of last spring as
being deranged , has at last killed himself. He-after driving two
n ail s in his left hand-drew out a bed of hot coals and laid himself
down upon it, thrusting his hand into the hottest part of t he fire and
burnt it to a crisp, and died four days after. After they returned they
went on to the \Villamette, because we did not think it safe for him to
remain here. This took place the last of December. I cannot enter
into particulars as I would be glad to. M y time, strength and thought
are all occupied with the care of company, my ch ildren and the events
of the meeting.

We have, I mean Mr. Spalding and us, just received a box of cloth
ing fro m Prattsburgh.

I h ave seen only one letter and that is a joint letter to both fami
li es from O. L. Por ter . By some hints in that and from otber sources
we learn that there is a party expected from that place to com e out to
our help, and perhaps to come next year. If it is so, it is through Mr.
S.'s influen ce, nnbek nown to the mission. If they come out uncon
nected with the American Board, it will be very trying to both us and
them. Those who have already come can but just live, and I believe
are obliged to abandon their object, because in this count ry it is as
much as we can do to take care o f ourselves if we have no he lp about.

I received a letter from H . P. and Livonia Prentiss, and right glad
was I for it. It is the first we have received from them since we h ave
been here. The box was directed to Mr. S . and consequently was not
opened until it went to his place, and he delayed sending the things
and letters so long and gave me no information of it until the time
had arrived to send our letters off, consequently I have written only
one letter to P. where I should have been glad to have written several.

What I have written in the first part o f this sheet about our Brother
Rogers, keep to yourselves. He is here now and we would be glad to
"h ave him join us again if the circumstances of th e mission were a
little different.
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I send this letter by E dward Rogers, a young man who came out
last fall and spent the winter with us. He has partly promised to call
on you ; I hope he will.

I send Edward Mr. Smith's add ress on "The Mission Character."
I hope he will read it very attentively and often ; it is all true, and what
h e will have to meet if he becomes a missionary.

Please give my love to Mr. and Mrs. Beardsley. It would cheer
me m uch if they would write us.

Mr. Clark e and all his party are in the lower coun try.

Mr. Littlejohn has given up going home-he has not the means.
We want him to come back and help us and have given him the invi
tation.

Love from us both to J ane and Edward.

Your sister, as ever ,

NARCISSA.

Love to dear fatber and mother , and all the dear ones we love.

Miss J ane A. Prentiss,
Quincy, Illinois, U. S. A.

[ Favor of Mr. Edward Rogers. ]

Farewell, N. W.

WIELETPOO, O R EGON T ERRITORY, )
October 6th, IS4I. r

JJfy D ear Parents :- 1 h ave seated myself once more to write to
my beloved father and mother, and a thousand thoughts rush into my
mind so that 1 know not where to begin. I often feel and say : " 0
what would I give for one short hour of conversation, counsel and
prayer with the dear object of my earliest and cont in ued affections,
my father and my mother. And 1 know that if I could see you for an
hour I sbould wish it prolonged and repeated until my heart's desire
was satisfied ; yet 1 do not know when that would be. Perhaps,
never-until we meet where we hope to part no more. It is tbis
thought, only, that satisfies my anxious mind and gives consolation .



146 NINETEENTH A NNUAL REl~KIOS

Dear mother asks in ber last co mmunication, which we received
about a mon th since, of September, 1840 : .. Do you never talk about
visiting home for the sak e of recruiting your exhausted strength? "
We often talk about the pleasure it would give us to see our fri ends
and native land , but that we shall ever go home is uncertain. Indeed ,
we never expect to. We feel that ou r lives are too far spent to allow
us to devote as much time as would be necessary to visit our friends
and return . Yet such a thing may be. We k now not wh at ch anges
will tak e place.

Should our h ealth require a change of circumstan ces it may n ot be
considered necessary for us to g o h ome unless some oth er object is to
be accom plished by it for the good of the cause .

Mother also expresses a "hope that I do not regret the step I have
taken a nd the sacri fice made for Ch rist in behalf of the perishing
heathen. " I h ave no occasion to repent, or the least caus e to regret.
t bat I am here ; hut I wonder and am astonished, when I co nsider the
qualifications necessary for the place I occupy , that I was permitted to
come. I fee! every day I live more and more that my strength is
perfect weak ness, and that I am entirely unfitted for the work, an d
have many gloomy, desponding b ours, but that I wish myself back
again , or tbat I bad not come, I can sa fely say I have no suc h feeling ;
or that I would be in any other field than this, notwithstanding all
our perplexities , trials and hardships. Yet I sometimes doubt my
motive in this feel in g, whether it is purely with a single eye for the
glory of God or from some selfish principle. I find one of my m ost
di fficu lt studies is to know my own heart, the motive by which I am
actuated from day to day, and feel more than ever to cling closely to
the word of God as our only g uide in t h is dark and dreary wilderness
world.

Nov. 19th - 1 began this sheet some time ago, but was not ab le to
fin ish it at that time. I have not enjoyed such a season as I have now
for a few weeks past and as we expect to th is winter since we have
been here. So free from care and none in our house but m y own
family, which consists o f se lf, h usband , and our t wo little girls. Mrs.
Gray has the care of all the laborers, etc., of the stat ion , as my health
would not admit of my doing it-being entirely without hel p.

It is usefnl and necessary for us, for we greatly need time for re
flection and stud}', having not had any scarcely from the time we left
home t ill the present, except what was filled with perplexing cares and
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trial s. I feel that we have gained much in experience, but lost in
mental culture, or , us it were, have been living on what we h ad stored
up in our ch ildhood and youth ; and here I would speak of my feelings
of gratitude to God for this unspeakable mercy of giving m e such a
mother to g uide my youthful mind , directing my reading , and in stead
of allowing it to be fi lled with the light and va in t rash of novel read
ing, I was di rected to that which was more substant ial and which
feasted the immortal mind and laid up in store a rich inher itance for
th is time of need.

Mother 's desire that we should have been blessed with a precious
revival among us and enjoying the pr ivilege of seein g the natives be
ginning to speak forth the praises of dying and redeeming love has
not yet been realized in all its parts. Last winter we had a breaking
down in our own hearts and the blessing seemed ready to break upon
the people, as it h as seemed many times before, but was stayed and
has been stayed for reasons known best to Him" Who ruletb all
th ing well" T he obstacles in the way of the conversion of th is
people are many and great with them as well as with their missionaries.

Mr. Smith and wife have left us now, on their way to the Sandwich
Islands. She is sick with an irritation of the spine. 1\Ir. Roge rs has
left the services of the mission, a nd gone to settle on the Willamette,
SO that our number and strength is greatly red uced . The state o f the
mission is somewhat known at the Islands, or rather, as it has been,
which is the probable reason why our brethren who were sent to us
decline coming. There has not been a very favo rable opportunity as
ye t for them to come, as the only ship that bas come in since was the
Peacock, and she was wreck ed on the sand bar in the mouth of the
Columbia river; no lives lost . The lading of the sh ip was lost-s-every
thing except the papers. \Ve a re hoping that they will come in, in
the spring vessels ; if they do not we k now not when we shall be
again reinforced.

We h ope to have better news to give when we wri te again, concern
ing our state. Several of the gentlemen of the U. S. E x. Squad ron
visited us during the summer as they were exploring in this region.
About twenty-five emigrants have gone past this fall, from Missouri,
to settle on the Witlamette. Two families with ch ildren, one of them
very large-six in number-the parents upwards of forty years old.
It was very pleasin g to me to see such a mother with so many children
around her, having come so far-such a dreadful j ourney.
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Dou btless every year will bring more and more into this country,
We have probably seen our most quiet time. Those emigran ts were
entirely destit ute of every kind of food when they arrived here and we
were under the necessity of giving them provisions to help them on.
OUf li ttle place is a resting spot for many a weary. way-worn traveler,
lind will be as long a s we live here. If we can do good that way, per
haps it is as important as some other things we are doing.

We have changed our neighbor at tbe For t-c-or ra ther the Lord
bas done it. Mr. Pambrun , the Catholic, d ied last May from an in
jury received from his h orse. Ou r present neighbor is a Scotch Pres
byteriau, so that his infl ue nc e is very different from the other in
many th ings, and particularly in this one thing: with the Indians : Mr.
P. used to pay them when they made trouble, to quiet them- this one
does noL The way ch iefs have been made was by taking the m ost
troublesome one among them and giving him property to make him
quiet and pa}' h im to keep the rest in order.

We had a few t h ings burnt when the Fort was, such as salt,
ploughs, etc., wh ich had not been taken away. Messrs. Griffin , Clarke,
Littlejohn and Smith, had nearly all their effects b urnt, and are great
sufferers. They had le ft them there to be sen t down in boats. The)'
have gone in to the lower country and have settled be lo w Vancou ver
and we hope will do much good to the few remaining Indians as well
as to the settlers.

We have ex perienced much trial in Mr. Munger , who had been
laboring for us-who came into the cou nt ry with Mr. Gri ffin . The
past winter he became unbal anced in his mind, called himsel f the
representative o f Ch ri st's ch u rch , pretended to prophesy and sa id
many insane things. We thought it best for h im to return to the States,
because his wi fe was anxious to go to her fr iends. T hey accordingly
started and went to Rendezvous, ou the Green river, and because no
one was going down the)' were obliged to return. We sent many
letters by t hem but they all came back.

Although a part)" came up from St. Louis yet I d id not hear {row
J ane and Edward as I had hoped. I see I must be conten ted with not
hearing from my friends very often.

Mr. Munger and wife have gone to the WiJJamette and are among
the Methodist missions. It was a trial for her to come back, b ut it
pleased. him yery much. T he j ourney appeared to d o him good-he
was more like himself wben he passed here.
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There are only two families of us now at this station . Mr. G., who
is associated with us, and it is a great relief to have some one to share
in the responsibilities of the work with us.

Adeline and Mr. Littlejohn told us much about our family that
was news and interesting, and about Harriet's intended- we were
pleased with her descr iption of him and rejoice to think that we m.ay
think of her so well situated and so near our beloved parents. I h ope
they will both write us and tell m e all about their situation . I was
much pleased with Harriet's letter to me, but I could not see why she
could not have filled out the wbole sh eet in the same way.

•

F ather's account of J udge Hull and h is family affected us very
much. Adel ine was here at the time it was received. This case
seems a strange one. What on earth will ever induce h im to forsake
the ways of sin? Nothing hut the power of Almighty God, and per
haps he will make even that impossible, by his rej ection of the light.
The condem nat ion of sinners in Christian lands will be far greater in
the eternal world than that of these selfish Ind ians who have never
known th e light , and 0 , that they would feel it now and repent.
What truth these Indians see and understand, they feel , and feel it
keenly, too, but it is so painful to there that they get rid of it as soon
as possible. All that is bad talk, to them, that shows them their own
hearts.

From the co mmencement of this station un til the present time, it
has coustantly been a point with some one or more of them to be
urging for property to be given them to keep them in subjection to
order. First it was in the person of Urn-t ip-p i, now dead, and now in
his two brothers , Wap-tasb-tok-mahl and Ii-hicb -kais-kais. We can
not but hope that this will open thei r eyes and cause them to feel that
they have nothing to hope for from violence or any effort to fr igh ten
us to rem ove every th ing we co uld . They now feel that it is a wry
sligh t hold by which we are kept among th em ; we made them feel
that not a thing we possessed was our own and that we lost nothing by
leaving them, but on the otber hand we were li kely to feel it a
priv ilege to work for our own support and emolumen ts - that if we
left them it was only necessary to return to the Board what we held in
trust and then labor for ourselves. It is difficult for them to feel but
that we are rich and getting ri ch by the h ouses we dwell in and the
clothes we wear and hangout to dry after wash ing from week to week,
and the grai n we consume in our families.
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It is a remarkable fact that while we were talking with the Indians
on Tuesday, the next day a fter the date of Mr. McKinlay's letter, that
the intelligence came that 'Valla W alla Fort was burnt on that morn
ing . I mentioned in my former letter that it was probably caused by
sparks from the servants' ch im n ey .

The Jesuit Mission, from S t. Louis, under the care of Father Sm id t,
late missionary to the Otoes, as I am informed, near Council Bluffs,
h as been established and houses are buildin g, but the exact location I
cannot give you . It y et remains to learn its effects.

If you see Mr. H ale or Mr. Drayton, o f the U. S. Ex. Squadron,
(and perhaps otbers may tell you the same) they can describe the p ic
ture of a tree, hanging in C. F . McLoughlin 's room at Vancouver,
which represents all Protestants as the withered ends of the several
branches of papac}' falling off down into infernal society an d flames,
as represented at the bottom. This gives a good idea of their manner
of instruction to the I n dians as drawn out in manuscript an d given to
them, accompan ied with oral instructions o f a similar character . The
possession of one of these manuscripts by an Iudiau binds h im not to
hear any more the instructions of Protestants, so far as my observa
tions can prove.

Thus much of the letter concerning the Indi ans. W e would be
glad if Harriet or some one would copy it and send it t o Brother
Augustus \Vbitman . It is a great deal of writing for us to fiend so much
to all our friends , we have so little time and st re ngth . We exp ect to
send this via R ed River and St . Peter's. If father desired it b e could
send by way of Canada and we receive a letter every fall.

The remainder is concerning the fate of this Mission, which we
h ope will be kept in you r own bosoms, at least u ntil you h ear from us
again. _ We arc in deep t rials and would be glad to have our paren ts
know them if th ey could . We dare not trust our own language to ou r
friends-at least t his is the way I feel- but will copy husband 's to Mr.
Greene, so tha t you m ay know some thing s they know concerni ng us .
In the same letter h e says:

. f It is a great evil to this mi ssion that the reinforcement promulgated
their determination not to come on until they heard from the Board
or th is m ission as sh own in this country by the Scientific Corps of the
f Peacock.' Father may not know that they arrived at the Islands in
June last, during the sessions of the general m eeting, and were desig
nated to their several fiel ds of labor the same as those who belonged
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to that mission. Our situation called only the more imperatively for
them to come on and in no way could excuse their not coming. We
are in no way unprepared for a reinforcement as we have no secret
burnings. Whatever causes of complaint we have with each other are
open and need in no case involve a third person. Nothing could have
been more important than for them to come on. But I think any re
inforcement will be very much unfitted for laboring in th is field after
passing the Islands and seeing the ease of t heir living and becoming
impressed with the idea that the work there is so much more im
portant than this, as held and maintained to them by that mission
a nd the awakening influence of their representations of districts of
many thousands yet vacant at the Islands, accompanied by discussions
of whether it would be better for them to stop there where they may
spent} all their time in laboring for souls rather than to come here
and labor for a few bundred and tben be obliged to spend so much
time in labor to procure their own sustenance. The last objection
could not be true of Mr. Poris if he had come and been associated with
m e, but it was rai sed by bim as having been urged at the Islands.
You wilt know best wbat course to take in ou r case, to which we wilt
most cheerfully subm it . In t he meantime, believe me to be your
obedie nt fellow-laborer for the sal vation of the Indians, white settlers
and passers-by in Oregon. M. \V."

Again I would ask that this might not be circulated. It m ay do
injury. Since I have been copying this page, husband came in and
said he would rather 1 would not copy this, but I had begnn before I
k new he had any objections, and I cou ld not well throw away the
sheet. We h ope this thing will be se ttled and not ex ist to be
written about very long.

Their wandering habits, so little of the time at the station under
the in fluence of truth , and their scattered situation in their wandering
and waut of time in their teachers to follow them ; add to th is, minds
filled with perplexing care and labor necessary to sustain the body , in
the few teach ers"they h ave among them, and perhaps what is the
greatest obstacle, want of faith and a holy heart. This winter we
hope will he different. Husband expects to visit around among them,
and if I am not deceived, if I know what my feelings are, it is my
prevailing, ardent desire to see the salvation of the Lord among them.
What is before us we know not, nor bow long we shall be permitted
to remain among them. The missionary work is hard, up-hill work,
even the best of it. There are no flowery beds of ease here, but it
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may be said to be so wit h Christians in my native land, but the danger
of being deceived may be greater possibly there than here. \Ve have
meeting among ou rselves besides the native worship. On the Sabbath
a sermon is react Tuesday evening is the Oregon con cert of prayer
observed by all the missionaries in the country, both of our number
and among the Methodists. Bes ides the monthly concert, we have a
Bible class, which is very interesting to us. We have our regular
prayer meetings, a weekly one on Friday eve and the maternal meet
iog twice a month. In all the prayer meetings of this mission the
brethren only pray. I believe a ll the sisters would be willi ng to pray
if their husbands would let them . We are so few in number, it
seems as if they would wish it, but many prefer the more d ignified
way. My husband has no objection to my praying, but if my sisters
do not, he thinks it quite as well for me not to . But it seems some
times, and has ever since we have been here, that if " these hold their
peace, the very stones will cry ou t." The path of duty is the o nly
path of safety, but it requires close watching to find that path under
all circumstances.

My health b as been poor for more than a year past and my many
bodily infirmities doubtless causes my gloomy moments and unfits me
for reading and reflection many times. I am in hopes I sh all be better.
The winter is a very trying season with m e ; I suffe r so much with the
co ld . Husband was very sick last ,....i nter, but he is quite well now.
I wrote to sister , J udson and Jane last sp ri ng, but d id Dot wri te to father
and mother, and se nt it across the mountains, but the letters came
back, as no one went to the States. I sent them this fall by sh ip. I
shall write to Harriet nex t . I am much obliged. to allYo f my fr iends
for writing me. I am sure if they k new how much good they do me
they would write oftener. I wonder wb y brother H . P. and sister
Livonia do not write me. I feel for their affliction very mucb . Where
is Clarissa ? Why does she n ot write and bel' husband ? I sbould like
to keep up my acquaintance with them. Brother J onas G. , where is
h e that be can not write ? It seems sometimes as if I might bear ofte n
from borne. I hope father and m otber will not stop writing, if all the
rest do, for then my heart would break ; I should not know bow to be
r econciled to it.

I should like to know more about the t h ree g randchildren- are
they good children ? They must be some help to mother now, I shou ld
th ink . I hope to hear from Jane and Edward next summer. I have
received one from them since they were in Quincy. I am obliged to



OREGON PIONEER ASS OCIATION. 153

use my spectacles while writing, or I could not write so much. When
my health is poor my eyes are very weak. Please give my love to all
the family and other fri ends who may inquire . Husband sends love,
but gives no encourag-ement when he can write. H is time and
stren gth are so much taken up with the duties of his station. He
scarcely writes a letter to any of his friends, except to Mr. Greene
to h im h e is obliged to write.

Pray for your needy ch ildren ,

1\!. & N. WHITMA N.

A regular way of sending letters to us would be to write eve ry
spring and direct them to the care of J ames Keith, E sq., Hudson 's
Bay Company, Lach ine, Lo wer Canada, and paying the postage. It
would reach us in the fall-October-without failure, generally- no
other way is as sure, except by sh ip. Love to all from us both.

N . W .

H usband expects to go to Mr. Spaldi ng's next week, to be gone
some t ime. 1\Iy two little gi rls are a comfort to me, in his absence,
especially ; they are both of them natives of the R ocky mountains,
and poor littl e outcasts when I took them . One of th em is called
Mary' Ann and is the daugh ter of James Bridger, the man out of whose
back the doctor cut an arrow point when he was up to the mountains
the first time. She is six years old and has been with me but three
months. The other is a ch ild of one Meek , a mountain man, but who
h as now gone to the Willamette. Her name is H elen Mary a nd has
been with us some over a year.

Seven hogs have been butchered to-day and it is a strange thing
that I could k eep writing all day and have noth ing to do with it . We
do not n eed to kill aUJ' m ore horses for meat , for we killed a very fat
beef a short ti me ago, fed upon grass on ly , which yielded 148 pounds
of tallow a fter it was t ried . \Ve have enough to live upon, but it costs
labor to get it and take care of it- just as it does at home. F ather
and mother will have to get H arriet's eyes to read this ; perhaps I fill
my letters too full. If I do you must tell me. If I should take some
that I received from friends as a pattern, mine would be too full.
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\VIELETPOO. Nov. 18, 1841•

JJly Drar Fathn :-1 am permitted once more to address you.
'Ve received a letter from fatber, motber a nd Harriet last August, for
which please receive our grate ful thanks. We rejoice that health , so
much comfort and st re ngt h of days are sti11 added and enjoyed by our
beloved parents. \Vc bless God that you st ill live to pray for your
children far away, as well as those that are near, and 0 may they be
answe red with answers of peace upon our sou ls.

My object in writing n ow is to copy a letter written by husband to
Mr. Greene, giving an accoun t of our late trial s with the Indians. I
can copy his letter better and do it much quicker than I ca n give it in
my own language:

II Rav. DAVID G R EBNE.

·' Sec. of .the A. B. C. F . M. ,

.. Dear Sir :-I wrote ) "OU a few days si nce in which I promised to
write again m ore fuUYI to be sent across t he mountains via Red R iver
a nd S t. Peters..

.. I went in Jul}' to attend Mrs. Eells in ber confinement, Mrs. W.
accompanying me, and were absent from the station six weeks, during
which time the wheat was harvested by Mr. Gray's superin tendence.
In the meantime be had begun to build a house for himself of adobe .
It is now roofed and the walls are being hewed and plastered, and in a
short time it will be fi t t o dwell in, although not fini shed. Some of
his lumber has been sawed by two white men lately from Californ ia,
He b as two others in his employ who came this year from Missouri.
A man hired by Mr. Eells by the name of Packett (formerly at school
at the Harmony S tation ), who could not at this time accom pany Mr.
E. on account of the health o f his family , remains with us fo r the
winter. Our Hawaiian woman , whose husband d ied a year ago, has
gone to be in readiness to go home with Mr. Sm ith a nd wife. Mungo ,
tbe boy whom we brought up but who is now u nder engagement, h as
gone to assist Mr. Eells at that station. So tha t Mrs. \V. and myself
are alone with two small girls, one of th ree years and the other six,
the first of which we have adopted as our own.

" I n order to assist Mr. Gray to get on with his house I have taken
the ordinary care of tbc station , and h arvested the corn and potatoes,
a nd sowed the w heat. Messrs, Walker and Eells beve got their sup
plies of flour and meal from us since June. Mr. Spalding, also, has
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taken some twice, as h is mill is not yet in order to run. T he mill is a
most valuable acquisition to this station. Its sim ple const ructio n , its
safe and d urable water power make it a great Iabor-seving machine.

U T he Indians at this station have been very quiet for the last year
a nd a hal f, but from various causes which have been operating upon
them, they were prepared for agitation , thinking this the best way to
obtain property. La-tin, an Ind ian who had been to the \Villamette
sett lemen t , undertook to embarrass Mr. G. in h is building operations,
forbidding him to cut timber without pay, and others joined h im in
talking of charg ing us for fi re wood. There h as often been talk of
causing us to pay for the land we occupy. Iva-tin said he was told while
at the Wi11 amette that i f an}' one ca me OIl the wh ite men's land and
he refused to go off, he was k ick ed off.

" The plantation of this station h as been in co mmon with the Ind ians,
upon a point of land between t wo st reams ; as soon as our wheat was
off the Indians put their horses in to t he great iuj ury of our garden,
coru and potatoes. We have been hitherto unable to make fences for
the want of timber a nd st rength and time to do it ; now we expect
they will be able to do it in the spri ng, as Mr. G. is associated with us
at this stat ion , by digging a di tch around our fields, wh ich answers the
purpose of irrigation also, (none of our fields have au}' fences) as
well as to that of some of the Ind ians.

.. W hile Mr. Hale, o f Boston, who belongs to the U. S. E xploring
Squadron, was here, Tit -k e-na-ik, another Indian, was most insolent
because , when his h orses were eat ing up our coru , I sen t some Indians
to catch them. He said I was likel y to get the Indians whipped, for
if I seu t them to catch his horses he should beat them, a nd added that
he put his horses there lest th ey should stray, for h e had no servant,
and that was a sh ut up place, and that if I h ad them put out he would
take one of OUT horses and ride him to hnnt for h is until be tired him
out and then leave him. I then told him that I thought our field was
a plantation and not for a horse pen ; but if h e thought it good to eat
up our cro ps I h ad no more to say about it. He then said that this
was his land and that he grew up here and that the horses were on ly
eating the growth of the soil, and demanded of me what I had ever
given h im for the land. I answered .. Nothing ," and that he might
depend upon it I never would pay him a nything . H e then made use
of the word .. Shame," which is used in Chinook the same as in
E ng lish , and its parallel in Nez Perces. I requested him to wait while
I spoke, and then told him of the original arrangement for us to
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locate here and that we did not com e of ourselves, but by invitation
from the Indians, and that the land was fully granted us. Here I left
him ; but in a short time after I was met by one of the chie fs who
said it was troublesome to see those horses eating up the corn.

"I then related to him what had just passed with 'I'il-ka-na-ik, and
told him I b ad no intention to remove them. While we were talking
he, Ttl-ke-na.ik, came along, having overheard us, and came up to me
and asked me bow many times I was going to talk, and struck me
twi ce severely upon my breast and commanded me to stop talking. I
told him I bad been in the habit of talking from my ch ildhood and
intended to keep on talking. This Indian 'I'il- ka-na-ik has fo_U!!.~ year
pas t been practicing the ceremonies of .!.be_P~p~s~~~. _

" Following this in order of time was auother trial with L a-tin, the
first named Indian . H is son had been employed to take care of our
cattle aud horses , but had been very unfaithful , having left them for
four weeks, causing us to pay him off before his engagement had ex
p ired. I asked h im how much I was to pay his son; he said just what
I pleased. I then gave h im the full val ue of what ......as agreed upon
within five halls and powder. But it did not please him, and only
caused him to raise a bitter complain t that he cou ld not obtain j ustice.
I t hen told him I would exchange some of the articles and give the
full value of our fi rst bargai n in the things originally promised , and
that then be would be in debt to me for the four weeks which his son
neg lected to take care of the cattle a nd for the unex pired time yet to
be fulfi lled in h is bargain . I told him, also, that when, on the morning
o f the same day, I ......as grinding h is wheat for him, I li ttle thought he
would treat me th us. At this he was much displeased and said to one
in my fa mily, and al so in camp, that he would burn our mill. Mr.
Gray is living in our old house, o ne part of which was in use as a work
shop and kitchen. It was much used also as a place to store mauy
small articl es and tools, so that no Indian was allowed to go in there.

"One morning an Indian named Pitamianinmuksmuks went in a nd
seated himself by the fire along with a hired man, the Hawaiian and
an Indian who was there by order to coo k for Indians who were labor
ing. The woman mad e complaint to Mr. G., and he desired him to
go out ; but he at once asked if he thought he would steal? Mr. G.
told him many things h ad been stolen. and if he allowed one he must
another, and that even if some would not steal, and if tbey were ad
mitted, others would follow them, and on that accoun t he wanted no
one to r-ome in there. Upon this, he became insolent and Mr. G. put
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him out of th e room. He then went at once to the horse pen and
threw his rope upon one of Mr. G. ' s horses. Mr. G. followed him
and cut his rope off and put h im out of the pen. In the afternoon of
the same day he came where I was at work and took the same horse
1U my presence•

.. H e was on a horse with another Indian and others had gathered
around. I simply asked him if he made himself a thief how he could
cl eanse himself. H is brother Sa-ki-epb said it would be good to kill
our cattle . I told him he had now shown his heart, and if he thought
so he co uld kill them. I then went to apprise Mr. G., who was at
work upon his house. We soon saw Til-au-ki-ak, a relative of Pitarni
euinm uk-muk's, with b is young men coming toward the house. I re
quested Mr. G. not to answer h im, but to allow me to do it. H e came
up to us in the building and began to address Mr. G., who took
no notice of what he said, eud be failed to create any excitement,
but ordered Mr. G. to stop building and remove the nex t day . I told
him it was the Sabbath and he could not go. It seemed strange to
h im to speak of reverence for the Sabbath at such a time. I then
went down from the building and he soon followed me and began to
complain of my taking the part of Mr. G., and said if he were to go
to our country h e sbould be ve ry careful how he conducted himself
lest h e should be sent off. He said again that Mr. G. was laboring in
vain for he must leave. I told him it was natural for us to labor, a nd
we would not desist although we might labor in va in. I told him, also ,
that if I ndians carne in to Mr. G. 's or my house and refused to do as
we desired, it was right for us to put them out. H e then took hold of
m)' ear and pulled it and st ruck me on the breast , ordering me to
hear-as much as to say, we must let them do as they pleased about
our houses. \Vhen he let go I turned the other to him and he pulled
that, and in this way I let him pull first one and then the other unt il
he gave over and took my hat and threw it into the mud. I called on
the Indians who were at work for Mr. G. to give it to me and! put it
on my head-when he took it off again a nd threw it in the same place.
Again the Indians gave it to m e and I put it on. With more violence
he took it off aud threw it iu the mud and water, of which it dipped
plentifully. Once more the Indians gave it back to me and I put it on,
all mud as it was, and said to him, .. Perhaps yon are playing ." At
this he left us. A~- or two after this McKay, a~othe!~ll.!,~~, made
a violent speech and forbid all the Indians to labor for us.

II We intended to take no notice of these things, not even to mention
them, but the superi ntenden t of For t Walla Walla, Mr. McKinlay,
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sen t up his in terpre ter to inquire about it, as h e had heard excmug
stories from the Indians. 1 wrote him all was now quiet an d we had
n o concern , but at the same time I gave him t he last mentioned case
and also told b im I feared Joe Gray, a h alf-breed Iroquois, for a long
time a servant of the company, hut wh o was iu the camp of the
Waiilatpu and Walla ' Valla Indians from April t o S eptem ber, con 
tributed to cause this excitemen t, for I was told bv an Indian after the
affair that J oe Gray had told 'I'il -au-ka-ik while at bis camp and fisbery
tbat we were rendering the Indians miserable and that we ought to
pay for the lands. This Gray is a Romanist and held worship in-- - -- -
the forms of that church among the Indians.

U Mr. McKinlay espoused our cause warmly , and sen t word to the
Indians that h e felt the insult offered to us as offered to h imself, and
that those who conducted th emselves so much like dogs would not be
permitted to see him with complacency . The interpreter added much
to this, according to th e Indians' stories. lIe told th em that when
Governor Simpson, of the H udson's Bay Company, h eard of the death
of Chief Factor Black, who was killed a t Thompson R iver Fort last
win ter in his own house by an I nd ian , h e felt that it was not to ha ve
h is people killed that he sen t and had forts built aud brough t the
I ndians goods. H e at once resolved to come himsel f and that h e h ad
gone past and was now in the lower coun try. He pointed to the fact
of th e com pany b ringing a large number o f men into th e country, for
a la rge party of settlers , as h alf se rvan ts to the com p any , were at that
time at the fort on their way from t h e Red River to se ttle ou the
Cowlitz, an d that the com pa ny h ad, during the last sum mer , removed
a large part of the cattle front the upper coun try, as evidence of a
state of readiness to avenge Chief F actor Black's death, and that
company were prepared and determined to avenge any other like out
rage of t he Indians, wh ether it occurred in one or two or th ree years
whether it might be here or among any other Indians. T his excited
them very much, for they did not know h ow to take it- they felt that
t hey had committed t hemselves and been com p ared to dogs. After a
meeting among t hemsel ves, t hey came to h ave a talk with us. Mrs.
\Vbit man came and called me, as I was not in the house at the time,
and Mr. G. and myself came in. They p ersisted in entering through
the k itch en into the din ingroom and were seated when we came in .
W e invited such as were still in the kitchen into the diningroom and
let in all who presented themselves a t their accustomed door. While
we were talking, Pe-Ia-is-ti-wat, an old Ind ian , com menced threaten
ing Mrs. W . at the window with a hammer, in order to force open the
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door, and at the same time Sa-ki-aph, who was in the house, was t rying
to unlock another door in order to throw open the house. r called on
him to stop and also asked the ch iefs to stop him, but r-alled in vain.

<, I then went and took the key fro m the door. He went directly into
the kitchen, removed the fastening and opened the door, but I followed
him and as he opened the door to let others in I put h im out and
fastened the door, returned and sat dowa. Having got the hammer
from Pa-la-is-t i-wat h e beat the door and the other took a large Ameri
can ax, by which means they broke the kitchen door and a horde of
lawless savages took possession of the h ouse. At the same time
Se-k i-aph came in with the hammer and Pa-Ia-is-ti-wat ,v·itb the ax to
attack us. Mr. G. met the fanner and myself the latter and disarmed
them. After I had got hold of th e ax I did not excite mysel f to take
it away until I had waited to see if the chiefs would speak to restore
order, but waited in vain . After I took the ax away he held to my
collar and struck me with his fist a nd tore m)' clothes. Mrs. W . took
the ax from me while I was bei ng h eld by the Indian, and Mr. G. put
both ax and hammer up stairs. Sa-ki-aph soon re turned with a club
and advanced upou me. As I arose to take the club I dodged the
blow be was leveling at me, for which I was g reatly ridiculed by them
as fearing death . While I was tell ing them I did not fear to die, if I
did not partake of the si n of causing my death , Sakiaph came in again
with a gun and presented it to me and asked me if did not fear to <lie.
Our h ired men were in the house by this time and one went and stood
so as to com mand the g un. They pers isted in saying that because I
said I was not a fraid to die that it was as though I bad cballenged
them to kill me ; but I told tbem .. no " I did not challenge them nor
did I want to suffer pain; but still I did not fear to die as I had just
said. At the same time I showed them the consequence of k illing us
and send ing us in advance of themselves into tbe presence of God.

"They now wanted us to say that we would not sh ut any of our
doors against them, and said if we would do so we would live in peace.
We told them that so long as we were allowed to live and occupy our
houses we should order our doors , and if they wished to live in peace
they must not oppose such regulations. Til-au-ka-ik now exclaimed
that it was impossible to bully us into a fright.

" Wap-tash-tak-mabl next said that there was property in the h ouse
and that they were accustomed to have it given them wben they had a
difficulty. I told them they would not get the value of a single a wl
or pin for their bad conduc t , and if they wanted property in that way
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they must steal it. H e thought that was very hard language. I then
told them that I felt that this was not an excitement of the m oment
but that it was the result o f what J oe Gray had told them while on t he
Grande Ronde river. At first they were disposed to call me to au ac
count for m y authori ty, but Wap-tash-tak-mahl arose and said that it
was true ; be h ad told them so but had forbid them to tell of it lest h e
should be blamed. H e then related what he bad told them . That
formerly the whites came on to the Iroquois land, they killed two and
drove them off ; after that they killed two more, and then when th e
whites wanted to buy their land they loved them and said they wanted
them for their ch ildren , bu t at last they bought them and gave a great
sum of m on ey and after that all lived together as brothers.

" They now broke up and went away, saying they would go and see
if Mr. McKinlay would cali them dogs. \Ve thought best to apprise
h im of their intentions and sent accordingly to the Fort in the n ight.

" The next day was the Sabbath and it wa s a sad day to us. Many
stayed away from worshi p and some went to the Fort carrying their
arms. Otbers were insolent and reckless of evil. They did many
viol ent acts, such as breaking our windows and troubling our animals.
We now felt that we had showed the example of non-resistance as long as
it was called for, a nd as we went to bed we put oursel ves in a state of
defence, sh ould anything occur at the Fort a nd the Indians return
upon us. \Ve also resolved to g o to the Fort and take our families
a nd stay for a t ime, until we could either arrange to go away or return,
as might seem best.

"On Monday I received a letter from Mr. McKinlay g iving an ac
count o f their conduct there, a copy of which I will give you. Dated
Walla Walla, Oct. ath, 1841.

< Ill y D ear Sir :- 1 have the pleasure to inform you that there is
every prospect of your being allowed to keep peaceful possession of
'your p lace and that you will not be further molested by the Indians.
(It was rumored that they intended to break into the fort Sabbath
n ight which caused them to k eep watch and mount all their guns and
cannons a nd load them with nails, old pieces of iron, etc. , to be ready
in case they should need tbem. ) Rogers would have told you how
m atters stood when he left. All, h owever, was quiet during the n ight.
After breakfast tbis morning I sent for the Indians, and when they
came into the hall, I told them I wished to know their hearts, and at
the same time, tell the state of my own, for, although I sent for horses
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the other day, I would not trade one till such times as I knew whether
we were to have war or not. That for my own part I did 110t care
which. I dared them to take my fort from me, for that I had a suffi
cient number of men to protect myself, but that I could not protect
you ; but if they persisted in doing you h arm that I would instantl y
send to Chief Factor McLoughlin , who would send up a sufficient
number to avenge the whole aud that the plunder o f their ho rses
would be considered sufficient payment for the tro uble. That I knew
they might kill you before assistance came, but that it afford ed m e
g reat sa tisfaction they could not send you to h ell. That it is the first
time I have heard of Indians in any part o f the country treating mi-.
sionar ies so, and that I never heard in any country . of missionaries
being obliged to pay for the lands they occupied . I concl uded by
saying that if they were willing to acknowledge th eir faults and prom
ise bette r conduct in future, I was sure you would forg ive the pa st aud
that if you did I would do so, also. That spilling o f blood was far
from my wish, but that it was t ime we understood each other's heart s.
Wap-tash-tak-mah1.-McKay and 'I'il-au.ka-ik all spoke, one after the
other. It is unnecessary for me to tell you all t hat tbey sa id at pres
en t . Let it suffice, therefore, till we meet that what one and all of
them said . expressed deep contrition for what had passed and many
promises that they would cond uct themselves well in future. In fact,
they spoke most reasonably and ack nowledged that they were alto
gether in the wrong. I then told them that I was very willing to blot
from my memory their dogly co nduct and that 1 was sure you would
do so likewise. So I think you .....i ll find it to the advan tage of all
concerned to forget and forgive the past. But pray put your face
against paying them for their bad conduct. In hopes that you will
agree with me in my plans, I remain your sincere well-wisher,

• A RCH IBA LD ~lcKINLAY.'

"On Tuesday , the gth, we called the Indians to hold a talk with
them ; the result of which was to gain a full acknowledgement of the
first understanding we had with them before the establishment of the
mission. This talk was fnlly interpreted to them by the interpreter
at Walla 'Valla, and I do not know that it co uld have been more com 
plete in all the relations required for the station. We told them
plainly that unless they were ready to protect us and enforce good
order, we would leave them; that we did not come to fight them, but
to teach them. The first agttators were very full in their expressions
of sorrow for their conduct, but wap.tash.tak-mebt, who asked to be
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paid for their bad conduct and had pretended to be friendly, in this
case al so showed duplicity and how loth he was to relinquish the hope
of getting property . as he has also at other times since. A brother of
Iich-ish-kais-kais, not at the time at the station, but who soon after
arrived, made a feast at wbich, as usual on such occasions, subj ects of
interest were discussed. H e then proposed to require of us that we
must distribute our cattle among them, or el se they would require us
to leave. W ap-tash-tak-mahl consented to the same, but Ttl-eu-ka
ik, who had been the principal agitator before, entreated them not to
do it, assuring them that they should not extort ca tt le by fear, and
desired them not to foll ow in his bad track, for wbich he was justly
censured by the superinten den t at Walla \Valla and incurred the
name of 8 dog. It is sa id this brought tears into the eyes of I ich 
ish-kais-kai s, a nd a promise that h e would not mention it again .
Ka-ruash-pa-hi, another who had arrived since the disturbance, sa id
he advised all to be still and say no more about causin g themselves to
be paid for the land, wood, water, etc. H e did not think we expected
such things when we located on the vacant lands.

.. Yours truly,

.. MARCUS \VHITMAN. "

Friday, I9th. -I wrote nearly all of this sheet yesterday afternoon
and evening, and have written it so fast I fear m y parents will find it
difficult to read. We wish to sen d it today and it is the last opportu
nity for the present.

From your loving daughter,

N. W .

WIEI.ETPOO, Oct. arb, 1842.

Afy D ear Husband :- Th e line you sent m e to-day by Aps did me
great good. I though I was cheer ful and happy before it came; but
on the perusal of it I found that it increased my happiness four-fold.
I believe the Lord will preserve me from being anxious about you and
I was glad to hear you say with so much confidence that you trusted in
Him for safety. H e will protect you I firmly believe. Night and day
shall my prayer ascen d to Him in your behalf and the cause in which
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you have sacrificed the endearments of home, at the r isk of your life,
to see advancing, more to the honor and glory of God. Mr. G. and
family d id not leave until this morn; they spen t the night here, which
was a g reat relief to me. I am sorry we forgot your pencil, comb and
journal. Aps brought back Mr. Lovejoy 's-said ) ' OU left it in camp.
He told me quite a story about the Prince stopping) au, and so did
Ipnantatawiksa. Prince came in very pleasant this afternoon-said he
wanted J oh n to go up aud help h im to-morrow.

gth . In a rranging the cu pboard to-day, I found that you had not
taken the compass as you designed to. 1 fear you will suffer for the
want of it ; wish I could send it to you with the other things you have
forgotten . I intended to have spoken to yob about purchasing one or
two pair of spectacles. Perhaps you will th ink of it. Mr. G. and
family had some t rouble in getting to Walla Walla yesterday. The
cart broke. Hannah had a n ague fit and. one of the children-Hele n
-is recoveriug : she has appeared quite well to-day. I feel in much
better health than when you left . You will see by this that I do not
neglect the 't ree you have given me to cultivate. W here are you to
night, precious h ussband ? I hope you h ave been prosperous to-day
and are sleeping sweetly . Good nigh t , my loved one.

zth. Afy Dear l / usband :- 1 got dreadfully frigh tened last n ight.
About midnight I was awakened by some one t rying to open my bed
room door. At fi rst I did not know what to understan d by it . I
raised my head and listened a wh ile and then lay down again. Soon
the latch was raised and the door opened a li ttle. I spran g- from the
bed in a momen t aud closed the door again, but the ruffian pushed and.
pushed and tried to un latch it . but could not succeed ; finally he
gained upon me until h e opened the door again and as I supposed di s
engaged his blanket (at the same time I calling John) and ran as for
uis life. The east d ining room door was open. I thought it was
locked, but it appears that it was not. I fastened the door, lit a can
dle and went to bell t rembling and cold, but could not rest until I had
called J ohn to bring his bed and sleep in the kitchen. It was in such a
time that I found he was too far off. Had the ruffian persisted I do not
know what I should h ave done. I did not think of the war club, but
I though t of the poker. Thanks be to our Heavenly Father. He
mercifully "delivered me from the band of a savage man." Mungo
arrived in the nigh t some t ime and came in to see me th is noon. I
told him about the Indian coming into my room-the first I spoke
of it to anyone. Soon after h e went to 'Walla Walla and left his wife
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with me. I did not think to write by him. H e returned this eve,
bringing letters from Mr. McKinlav and Mr. Gray, who it seems is
n ot off yet , urging me to remove immediately to Walla Walla.
Mungo told them of m y fright last nigbt ; it a la rmed them very
much. Mr. MeR. and wife were com in g up here to-morrow and sh e
was going to stay some time with me, but h e says he will not do it
D OW, but in sists upon my removing there immediately. H e bas told
Mu ngo to stay until h e comes on Monday and to -morrow h e sends
b ack the wagon for me to be ready to go on Tuesday . I shall go if I
am able. They appear so an xious about me; doubtless it is not safe
for me to rema in alone any longer. III t alking to Mr. McKay a nd
Peatbercap about it, I t old them I should leave and go below- I could
n ot stay an d be treated so. I told them I came near beating him with
the war club ; they said it would have been good if I had done so and
l aid him flat so tbat they all m ight see who h e was. Some th ink
there will be n o further danger . I think it safer for me to go now, as
our friends are so an xious about me, and Mr. and Mrs. MeK. SO kindly
offer to prepare a room to m ake m e comfortable, and Mrs. G. sa) 'S,

.. Bring a small st ove with you." Mungo a ppears quite h umble-says
he is sorry for his bad con duc t aud wants I should teach his wife to
writ e or rather h ave her work for m e. H e came near h avi ng a fight
with the one that had the first claim upon h er. I n the first p lace t h e
Indian stole one of his horses. 1\1. went and took it back again . H e
was then met by him end others armed with bows and arrows. M.
resorted to his pi stol, but Charles told him not to shoot him. They
settled it by bis requesting some present and 1tL payiug h im a sh irt.
Messrs. \ V. and E . did not marry them, but sen t him to you for your
direction. M. gave for bis wife 4 horses, 1 gun, 1 coat , vest, panta
loous, legging s, 2 sh irts and 100 loads of ammunition an d a blanket.
The poor girl had everyth ing taken from h er but the d ress she had on.
Ask Deborah h ow she would like begin ning in the world in that style.
For my part I should prefer the winter j ust past rather than j ust
begun for sucb a beginning.

My good woman did not go away as we expected when y ou paid
her. She came in sick on Wednesday; I gave her some pills and thi s
morning she came again and has washed for me. Pitiitosh 's wife came
also and I se t her to work as I h ad enough to do before the day was
gone. Feathercep' s wi fe came in and set herself to work. She has
done so before, sin ce you left. Cleaned out the cell ar and h elped
arrang e the things brought from the other bouse . John g round for
them to-day-s-our In dians.
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Sat. eve, 8th-I do not feel as sad and lonely this eve as I always
have formerly done when you. have been away. The tree you had
given me to cult ivate no doubt has a good effect upon me. You could
not have selected one so useful to me. I see plainly that it win Dot
fail t o test my affection for my dear husband in the end. I hope you
do not have a sad m oment about me. Where are you to-night, my
love, preparing to spend the h oly Sab bath. My heart has met thine
at the mercy seat and I trust blessings are in store for you on the m or
row, both for body and mind. Methink s yOU have taken leave of
Monsieur Bayette and gone a com fortable d ay beyond. The Indians
say more Americans are coming-perhaps I sball hear from-youagaitl.
Again let me say, be not anx ious forme-for the sympathies of all are
excited for me tbe moment they hear you have gone . I shall be well
taken care of and no doubt shall have more letters to answer than I
am able to w-rite. R eceived one to-day from Mr. Spald ing exp ressing
the kindest sympathy and concern, both for you and myself, a nd de
si re for the success of your undertaking . H e is com ing here next
week ; says Mr. Eells will be here at the same time. It is the Lord
sustains me ; I know it must be that or I should not feel as happy
about you as I do, and I trust you feel no less h is supporting hand
than I do, 0 , rna}' we con tinue to feel it until we are brought to
gether again rejoicing in his goodness .

The Indians have been so engaged in singing their hunt ing songs
for seve ral days past that but few have come around the house until
to-day. The bride has attracted them, I suppose, H ow will you feel ,
dear husband, when yOU seat yourself in Sister julia' s house, or with
our mothers, and not see the windows filled wit h Indians, and the
doors also ; will you not feel lost ? I can scarcely imagine how you
",;11 feel. Could it consist ently with d nty h ave been so I should
rejoice to be a partaker with you of the feelings necessarily produced
by a "Visit to those dear firesides- but I am happy in remaining, while
you art' permitted the prospect-c-eud I hope for the real ity o f seeing
those beloved objects once more.

Sab bath eve, 9tb - My dear husband would like to know wbat kind
of a Sabbath we have had here, for I know his heart is with the people.
Ellice, who brough t me Mr. Spalding's letter, was their minister to
day, Tbis aft ernoon I had a Bible class in English with bim, J ohn
and Mungo, besides the time I spen t with the ch ildren . H e read and
appeared to understand very well. He thinks he loves the Sa'dOUT.
I urged the duty of secret prayer in addition to his family worship,
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and showed him the passage in Matthew. He sa id he would in future
attend to the duty daily . He told me yesterday that if be h ad been
here he would have gone with your to the States. Although I am
alone as to associates a nd my husband is gone, yet I have not been
lonely to day. The presence of t he Saviour fills every vacancy. My
little children appear thoughtful and solem n. Helen said, H Will
father come borne to-day ? " when the people were assembling for
worship. She is quite well now.

rath.c-.Illy Dear Jlusband:-I am now at Walla 'Valla- came
here yesterday ; was too unwell to undertake the journey, but could
not refuse , as Mr. McKinlay had come on purpose to lake me. He
came in the wagon and brought t he trundlebed and I lai d down most
all the way. To-day I have been scarcely able to get off the bed; feel
a little better tonight, so I thought I must write a little to you, although
it must be but a little, for the want of st rength. The Indians did not
like my leaving very well- seemed to regret the cause. I felt strongly
to prefer to stay there if it could be considered prudent, but the care
and anxiety was wearing upon me too much . Good night, beloved
husband.

Friday eve, I4th .-jJfy D ear H ushand:-Y our letter written l ast
Saturday, the 8th , was h anded me this afternoon by R aymond. Lre
j oice to hear of J'OUT prosperity so far, and hope by this time you are
near Fort Hall .

I7th.-I under took to write to you last Friday, but was too sick to
do it and had to give it up. Took a powder of quinine and calomel
that night-the next day and yesterday could scarcely go or lie in bed.
I suffered much for the couveniences of our dear home ; think L re
ceived se rious injury in sleeping on damp m ade blankets for a bed,
for I have been s ick ever since I have been here. I anticipated being
not as co mfortable here as at home, and could I have been left a week
longer I sh ould have preferred it, for I did not thin k I should be
further molested, but Mr. McKinlay woul d not leave me there any
longer. Mr. and Mrs. McKinlay are very k ind, but they know not
how to make one as easy and co mfortable as Mr. Pambrun used to.
U has been warmer for t wo days past and the stove is now up, so that
I am pretty comfortably situated now.

But why should I say so much about myself? My dear husband
d oes not give me such a n example. Indeed, I wish to hear so m nch
about your own and my other self, and hear so little when you do write,
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that I probably am more particular than I otherwise would be in
speaking of myself.

Mr. l\IcDonald arrived yesterday from Vancouver. The ship "Vie
toria" is not in. He says Mr. Ermatinger has become a Catholic.
He wrote you and sent me a box of raisins.

Letters arrived today from Messrs. W. and Eells. They have no
idea that you are at F ort H all , as you probably are at this time. They
wish an " invoice o f ·pr·op e-rt}· taken by Mr. G." but he has left none.
I shall write him that they wish it.

Mr. Walker has written you. H is closing remark is, " Be assu red
that whether you go or stay, you and M rs, ,W. will have our prayers
and best wishes for your peace a nd usefulness. May th e Lord direct
us all. " The letters came to Wi eletpoo and the mule was sent, but
the bearers returned without coming here, and of course no opportun i
ty of sending them the intelligence of your departure.

I have fill ed this sheet- perhaps I shall another before the ex press
arrives. Mr. Perkins has sent word to have me come down there in
the express boats without fail. I h ave not yet determined what I
shall do. Should like to be reliev ed of the care of David if I could
while you are gone, but do not know as I can. I waut to see Mr. S.
before then, if I concl ude to go.

Your affectionate 'wi fe,

NARCI SSA WHITMAN.

\ VALLA WALLA, O ct. 22, 1842.

Illy Dea r H usband :-T he word is given that the express is arriv
ing and I hasten to write you my farewell for the present, praying
earnestly that we may be permitted to meet again and spend many
years together in love, serving the Lord and in building u p his cause.
Your letters, bow they have cheered me, especially to see your confi
deuce and trust in the Lord ; both for yourself and me in the time of
trouble and danger. I have m ad e up my mind not to expect you until
late next summer. Indeed, much as I shall and do want to see you,
I prefer that you stay just as long as it is necessary to accomplish all
your heart's desire respecting the interest of this coun try, so dear to us
both-our home.
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And especially do I wish you to stay long enough to visit all our
dear relatives and fri ends, both for yoursel f and me . Will it not be
too t rue, that while enjoying the society of those loved ones, my hus
band will wish dear wife was along to m ake her own visits and give
zest to his ? I surely have the vanity and the evidence to th ink so,
and am greatly comforted with it.

We have h ad a false al arm about the ex press. I am glad they
h ave not come, for I am not ready for them yet. Think I shall go
down to Mr. Perkins ' if they do not a rrive here and pass on the Sab
bath.

Mr. S paulding is here ; be came yesterd ay. H e bas had consider
ab le t rouble with the Indians which prevented his coming last week .
Spends the Sabbath here.

Mr. McDonald left yesterday P. l'rI. Have had a very interesting
visit with him. H e was greatly surprised to hear you were off. Spoke
of you with interest- wished very much to see you, and from what I
could infer, he intended to open his heart to you relative to h is present
and futu re situation. H e manifested a g reat desire to read serious
books and goes to-day to Waiilatpu to select from the library for his
reading this winter. Notwithstanding his hilar ity and g lee, he is a
ma n of deep thought a nd serious feelings. H e has a pray ing sister
who does not forget him in her anxiety for the salvation of his soul ,
and I feel constrained to j oin mine to h ers, and 0 m ay the blessings
of Abraham 's God descend upon him !

He takes six bags of flour from the mill into the Snake country .
He brought me a keg of fresh apples from Vancouver, and ever since
we have been enj oying ourselves on apple pies. \Vh al would you
think of having our friends send us some dried fruits from the States ?
Perhaps it is not warrantable to make the expense for the gratifi cation
of the taste.

Mrs. Eells expressed great anxiety for your comfort in the journey,
sen t you some dried apples to take along with you.

Mr. S. has opened a barrel, directed to you, and divided th e co n
tents equally among the four families. H e h as done it very exact a ud
much to h is own satisfaction.

My dear husband, what will you do about seei ng Mrs. Muuger 's
relatives while you a re in the States ? It would be a great k indness
to them if you could see them and give them some accoun t of her sit-
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uation and trials here. It just came to my mind as I, in looking over
my file of letters, saw her brother Hoisington's letter to you. I have
heard nothing more from her since you left.

I hope you wilt see Mrs. Mather, if she is stilt living, and tell her
how much I love her and thank her for her good, long letters, and
hope she will write many more such.

I forgot-rather I mentioned in my other letter Tanatua's report
from the priest. He says he promised to send one up from the States
to settle on the Utikla next summer.

The Indians that met you beyond Gra nde Ronde appeared very
happy to say that they had seen you and to hear something of your
plans about returning, from yourself. Stik-as really mourns about
you, that be did not come and see you before you left. I believe it is
a great comfort to them to see me left behind. They tell me they are
waiting to see where I go, before the}' decide where to go for the win
ter. The little ch ildren 's eyes brigh ten when I speak of you and they
love to have me do so. They sa)' you are gone a long time and wish
to know when you will come again.

Almost three long weeks have passed since 've exchanged the part
ing kiss and many, very many, long weeks are yet to come before we
shall be permitted, if ever in this world, to greet each other again. I
think of you a nd feel as if you were in m y heart continually . I Iol 
low you night and day, and shall through the whole journey, in my
imagination and prayers. I as confidently believe and trust in the
Lord co ncerning you, as I learn from your letter that you do, and it
affords me unspeakable satisfaction to know that my heart is as your
heart in this matter. I do believe we shall be permitted to meet again.
I cannot feel otherwise, and I as confidently believe you will be blest
in the obj ect o f your visit to the States.

If I go to Vancouver next summer I think I shall come back again
so as to be here when you return . Mr. G rant is ordered to come down
so that I sh all expect to receive a letter from you about the first of
J anuary.

By this time I expect you are more than half way to Winter-so the
distance widens between us-but I am thankful that it is our bodies
only that are separated and that absence and distance cannot make a
space between our hearts. .. Love is stronger than death."
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Read this letter, my husband, and then give it to my mother-per
haps she would like on ce more to take a peep into one of the sacred
chambers of her daughter's heart-it may comfort her, seeing she can
not see her face again in the flesh. But my better self I hope she will
be permitted to see, and delight her eyes and heart with the sight, to
the satisfaction of her sou l- and my beloved father, too. 0 , their
precious lives ! and may it g ive a thriU of joy to their hearts before
unknown, to think they still have a ch ild, though a poor, weak ODe,
on heathen grounds.

My husband, wh at can I say m ore to you tonight ? I wish you
sweet sleep and a quiet rest under the shadow of Almighty love and to
more mercy, and may the calm smile of th e Savior's presence ch eer
you, and a Sabbath day 's blessing be your portion and that of your
companion in travel. So prays

Your ever affectionate wife,

N AR CISSA \V•

._ \VASKOPUl\I, ORE GON TER. , Feb. 7, 1843 .

H onored and B eioted Parenls:-It is with peculiar feelings o f in
terest that I think of the home of my childhood now. And why
should I not, since eucry object I hold most dear 011 earth is there.

Last even ing was monthly concert. Being too feeb le to meet with
the brethren and sisters here, I spent most of the evening in my room.

How can I describe the hallowed influence that seemed to be shed
around me, the inward peace and sacred sense of the presence of God
in my soul? I could think of nothing el se but that surely beloved
fri ends must be praying for me. This cannot be iu answer to my own
individual prayer tbat I receive all this. I felt as if in spirit I was in
the midst ofthat loved circl e, feeling the influence and enj oying its
h eavenly sweets with you, my father, my mother, my sisters end
brothers and my beloved husband, too- what earth ly objects can I
name dearer to me than these. They are my all , yet v..idely separated
from me. I speak as if you were enjoying the society of m y dear
husband at this time. If the Lord has spared his life and prospered
him according to'his and my expectations, you are. Belayed parents,
what do you think of your lonely child in this lonely world ? You
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pray for her, I know you must, or she would not feel the support-the
almost constant support of the Saviour's presence-which is graciously
granted under the trying circumstances in which Pam placed . How
do you like to see )'our son ? H ow do you enjoy his society after so
long an absence ? Did you ever dream of seeing him there without
me ? I flatter myself that it would add a little to the happiness of you
all if I was there with him. I am sure it would to rmne, But if you
enj oy his and make him happy I shall be satisfied .

I neve r have felt much as though I would see my friends again in
the flesh. Since my husband has gone to see them without me I feel
it less doubt ful than eve r. But we k now not in what way the Lord
will lead us. It is a great satisfaction to me to think that be will see
them and be able to give me information concerning them which I
could get in D O other way and from no other source, should the Lord
spare h im to return to me.

You must feel some anxiety to k now how I have endured and been
situated since being left alone in our lonel y house among a savage
people. I wrote a full letter to Dr. \Vhitman and sen t it by sh ip which
I hope be will receive before he leaves you to return. That will g ive
au accoun t o f what transpired immediatel y after he left a nd of my
leaving Wieletpoo. The express boats that took the letter to the sh ip
brought me to this place where I have been ever since. I was unable
to ride to either of the stations of our mission and had determined to
remai n at Wieletpoo for the winter , it being the on ly place where I
co uld remain the most comfortably . I was obliged to leave, very
much against my feelings, because others judged it unsafe for me to
remain- particularly the gentlem.en in charge at Walla Walla.

Mr. Perk ins sen t me an invitation to co me here. The unexpected
delay of Mr. Littlej ohn 's arrival , and the more than probability that I
should be obliged to spend the winter at 'Valla \Valla or at Wieletpoo,
without the society of a female fri end, were reasons that determined
me to co me.

March 6th.- I have concl uded to finish this letter and send it by the
ex press which goes by way of Montreal, for it will reach its destina
tion sooner than if sent by the mountains. I see my writing is very
poor and I fear father and mother will not be able to read it. My eyes
are almost gone-my poor health affects them materially and writing
is very injurious to me. I can neither read, write or sew without
spectacles, the most of the time, and sometimes with them I suffer
considerable pain.
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As I commenced g iving some account of what has transpired
since my dear husband left, I will go on. Waskopum is one of the
stations of the Method ist Mission situated on the Columbia river just
below The Dalles. The Dalles is the place, if you recollect, where I
fought such a battle with the fleas on my first arrival in the country
(Sl:'C my journal], There are three families here, Revs. Lee and Per
kins, and their wives, and Mr. and Mrs. Brewer, farmer. I am spend
ing a very happy winter here a nd I trust it h as been an d will b e for
my spiri tual good , for truly the society and prayers of such a company
of living and growing Christians is very refreshing to me, after having
lived so much alone, immerged in care and toi l.

Soon after I came b ere Mr. McKinlay, of\Valla Walla, wrote that
the mill at our station was burnt and it ~_~~tlPposed to be set on fire by
Indians. This was ver)' afflicting news to me, for all our living came
out of our mill principally, and not only ours at the station, but multi.
tudes in the country, in different ways, were benefited by it. Probably
there was more than two hundred bushels of wh eat and corn burnt
and some flour , The mill bolt and threshing mill, even to a part of
the wheel, was burnt. My poor husband will feel this sad ly-so much
lost, and so much, too, t hat will save labor. I think, sometimes, if I
had not left perhaps it would not have been burnt. But it will all
work for the best to us a nd the poor Indians, too, I hope. As my
health has been and is, I do not think it would have been best for
me to remain there. I left a good man there, but h e could do nothing
alone as it was set on fire in the night and not discovered until it had
made cons ide rable progr ess. It is pretty difficult to ascertain whether
it was the work of design or carelessness . It is said that two boys,
and we know them to be .. of malicious habits," were fi shing and
threw fire down on the hank of the river that com municated witb the
straw. The sensible part of the Cayuses feel the lo~~.de~)y.__and they
will feel it still more when tbey want their wbeat g round next fall.
We bope it will be a good lesson to them and be one means of making
them a better people.

Husband bad prepared adobes to surround the mill before he left,
but being called away so sudJ enly Mr. Spalding engaged to see them
put up. He had arrived at Wieletpoo when I left Walla Walla and
commenced the work, but was sent for in great haste as Mrs. S . was
taken very sick and was unable to take care of herself or children.
This left the mill unfinished or unprotected.
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\Vhen I came here I fel t a nxious to meet Mr. and Mrs. Littlejohn
on the way, or hoped he would ar rive shortly after, but Mr. Gray was
detained in going down, and he in co ming up. Cold weather com
menced mnch earlier than usual , and tbey were wind-bound on the
river several days and d id not reach th is place until the middle of No
vember, and as the mill and g rain was burnt it .....as concl uded best for ;
Mrs. L. and myself to remain here until Mr. L. and Mr. Geiger
should go up and see how things were. They were accompanied b)'
Dr. White, the government agent for this country, and a small party
who went up to visit the Indians, settle difficulties, to recommend t he
appointment of ch iefs , and the institution of a code of laws am ong the
different tribes. As our station was vacated by all its inbabitauts, the
Indians had all le ft for their wintering quarters, and some of them
from indignation on account o f the burning of the mil l. A meeting
was appoin ted, a few came, but co uld do nothing but make a fe ..... in 
quiries end appoint another meeting which is to be the roth of ::\Iay .

At Lapwai they had more successful meetings, appointed a high
chief a nd other small ch iefs of the di fferent bands, framed laws which
were translated and printed in the Nez Perces l aug uege.

l\lr. Littlejohn, .....hen he left th e lower coun try , solei his property
with a view to go to the States over the mountains this spring. Wh ile
attending that meeting he became so interested in the Ind ians as to
change h is m ind about going home and pledged himself to stay in the
country and aid in teaching them. Mr , S . immediatel y invited h im
to come there and spend the winter and go to teaching; and because
it was easier work than to stay a nd teach at our station, he consented
to go and ha s gone, with h is wife , there. Le ft our stat ion with on ly
Brother Geiger alone.

I intended to return and spend two or th ree months there this
spring, but the same difficulty is in the way- no female companion at
the station . Dr. White, however, insists upon my going up to be
there at the meeting appointed, as there is no one in this part of the
country, now husband is gone, and Mr. Gra)" likewise, that is mu-b
acquai nted with the Cayuses. I expect to go up in about two weeks,
and hope to retu rn and make a visit at Vancouver and the Willamette,
as I am very cordially invited . We made application to Mr. Rogers,
who was in the Willamette and had just married , to come and take
charge of the station during h usband's absence, and had he got the
intelligence soon en ough he would have been happy to co me, for he
had just then entered into an engagement o f another k ind for a mill-
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in~ company to build a flour mill. This was a great disappointment
to me and a trial to him that he did not know of it soon enough to
come ; his wife was very young and inexperienced in h ousewifery and
on this account, as well as many others, he would have rej oiced to come.
He came up with Dr. White as interpreter, and was of essen tial ser
vice ; indeed , there is not another individual in Oregon that acquires
the native languages with 50 much facili ty and readiness, and no one
more universally beloved by all who knew him, and especially the
native inhabitants.

I have now come to the most trying and melancholy part of my
intelligence, and how shall I write it ? Brother Rogers , in h is retu rn
fro m the upper coun try, spent several days here. I had an interesting
visit with him, little thinking it would be what it has proved to be
the last we sh all have in this world together. I was much encouraged
to hope he would be able to make arrangements 50 that he could
leave and go up th is spri ng and take charge of the people and teach
them, for no one in the count ry was more capable than he was. But
such as h e was and such as we valued him, the Lord took him as if he
would say uuto us, .. Put not you r trust in an arm of flesh ." Before
I heard of h is death I had been thinking and feeling considerably
about the result of the meeting in May with the Cayuses. Much talk
has been going on among them since the meeting at Lapwai , which
leads us to ex pect a very exciting time. Brother R ogers' wisdom and
prudence as an interpreter, and his k nowledge of Indian character,
h as led us to feel that h is presence was absolutely necessary for a
peaceful meeting, and without it we had better not h ave a meeting.
But" the Lord's thoughts are not ours, neither are his ways our ways."

As I have said before, he bas taken him from us, and what renders
the affl iction more aggravated, he was not alone in his departure from
this vale of tears. He was drowned with five others at the same t ime in
the Willamette river. Of this number was his beloved wife, h er young
est sister aged two years and a half, Sq uire Crock er, recently from the
States, and two Clatsop Indians. The circumstances of the melan
choly disaster were these : Dr. White, Mr. Raymond of the Method
ist mission, and the above named individual s, left the Butte for the
falls in the mission 's large canoe, on \Vednesday, Feb. rst, This was
just a month from the time Brother R ogers left us at th is place. They
had made one portage on foot just above the main fall as far as the
trail will admit, and got into the canoe, as is usually done, and the
canoe was dropped down to the landing place with a strong rope.
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The landing place is within two rods of the main falls. All got in
except Mr. R aymond and four Indians who had the management of
the rope ; they dropped down to the landing place in safety, and Dr.
White stepped on a log and iustantly the canoe took a sheer out into
the current . Doctor had a paddle in his hand which Squire Crocker
took h old of to haul the canoe back; at the same time they called to
Mr. Raymond to haul , which he did, and it shot the canoe into the
suction o f the falls, which got such a possession of it at once as to
sweep them over the frigh t ful precipice ill an instant, notwithstanding
all t heir efforts a t paddling to m ake t he island on the other side.
Two Indians were saved by p lu nging into the current and got an im
pe t us wh ich carried them through and they reached the island a nd

•were saved . 'What an awful scene ! They were seen by individuals
below the falls just as the canoe made the fatal plunge, who instantly
came in boats to their relief. Four were seen swimming at first for a
t ime, but three o f them san k almost immediately ; one of them con
tinued swimming un til t he boat came within thirty yards of him when
he sun k in a whir l " to r ise no m ore." Th is was Brother Rogers.
T he letter giving us the intelligence was written four days after the
dread ful disaster took place. At that time neith er of the bodies had
been found.

The river was very high, the current fr ightfull y rapid , bo iling and
whirli ng in its course . The bow of canoe was broken off a t the row
locks, and a piece split out of the bottom half the length of canoe.
0, h ow fatal to them was their security, for they had no setting poles
out, neither had they fastened the canoe-a precau tion which ough t
always to be taken u pon these frightful rivers of Oregon .

Mrs. Rogers was the eldest of five daughters of Mr. Leslie, who
has gone to the States wi th t he two next eld est, their mother h aving
died in t he Willamette t wo years ago. The t wo youngest were in Mr.
Rog ers' family. Mrs. R ogers spent the time o f her h usband's
absence in Mrs. Gray's family, with her two daughters. It seems t hey
were in the act o f return ing to the fal.Js when they were drowned, and
p rovidentially one of the sisters was left to be spared so melancholy
a fate.

As an individual I feel that I have lost a friend-a brother. I had
never seen Mrs. R ., but was fondly an ticipating an acquaintance in a
few months. We are so few in number in this cou ntry that real
friends are valuable, and their loss deeply felt ; hut to the coun try, to
the missionary cause , the loss is very great.
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My beloved parents, if the Lord has permitted you to enjoy a visi t
with my dear husband, you doubtless know more about us as a mission
and our m issionary work than you formerly h ave. I h ope h e will
bring me fun tong letters from both dear fathers and mothers' o wn
hand, and each of m y sisters an d brothers n ow li ving. I have
n ot received a single letter yet giving any of the particulars of the
dear oue that is dead.

September, 1840, is m y last d ate from home. I am expecting to
h ear soon when the sh ip comes in . I shall write again in abo ut two
m onths if my h ealth permits. It is very tryi ng to t he feelings of th e
n atural heart to be here in this d esolate l and witbout m y husband , and
were it not for sustaining grace I should sink under it . But the favors
o f the Lord are many an d g reat in giving me so many friends to cheer
a nd comfort me. My health is very poor ; this in creases the tr ial , be
cause, in consequence I have too many gtoomy and depressing h ours,
and evil forebodings, in which I h ave not strength of m ind to rise
above. The Lord gives me much of his gracious p resence, and
increased sJ.;liritual enjoyment in com m union with him , for which I
desire to be than kful.

My paper will not contain a11 that a fu11 h eart pants to pour forth
into t he bosom of dear, long.absent parents- a privilege wh ich dou bt
less would be too m uch for m y weak nuture to e ndure . Wit h pleasing
delight do I look forward to that happy time when we may m eet in
yonder happy world and enj oy in lu ll fru ition what eye bath not seen
nor ear heard- of t bings prepared for us.

I h ope a11 v..i ll rem em ber m y most earnest request t o write to me.
I love you all increasingly and shall t ill I die. Dear Brother G., I fee l
and sym path ize with bim m ore than I can express. 0, t hat he would
write me, and Sister Clarissa likewise, an d all of you . Brother Jud
son, the Lord h as broken his hear t, b ut he can bind it up . Shall I
ever h ear him speak tome again . My h eart yearns over you all while
I write farewell. May we all meet in heaven forever, prays your u n
worthy , your lonely but ever loving daughter,

NARCISSA.

Believe me, dear friends, I a m happy in making the sacrifice for
Christ-it is for H im. \ Ve bave made it and 1 rejoice in it, yea, and
will rej oice , h owever trying to the flesh . I see n o reason to regret my
husband's going h ome without m e ; bar shall I , if I su ffer loss in all
things.

H an. Stephen Prentiss ,
Cuba, A11eghany ce., N. Y.
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SHAWNER MISSION SCHOOL. \
N E AR W ESTPORT, May 27, ' 184 3 )

Dear B rother Edward:-1 take t his opportun ity to write JOU a
few li nes before 1 leave the border. 1 was sorry not to see you when
1 was at Quincy , b ut was glad to h ear so m uch about you. It gave
me great pleasure to see Sister J ane.

I suppose you think yourself a man now, and perhaps are not
anxious for advice. 1 will venture, h owever, to let you k now h ow
anxious I am for you to complete your education . E n tering th e
m inistry a year or t wo sooner will n ot avail for any good purpose.
W e ough t to aim at th e greatest usefulness. I trust your manhood
will only add to your firm determinationto do all in your power for
the glory of God, and good of his cause. I do not feel that I shall
never see you , but I cannot tell how it will be likely to be, except you
com e to Oregon. I am sorry I have not got a le tt er from you for
Narcisse. I need not t ell you that she loves you, for I have no doubt
she sp ok e for h erself in the le tter I brought you .

I can not tell you very much about the immig rants to Oregon .
They appear very willing, and I h ave no doubt are generall y of an
enterprising ch aract er. Th ere are over two h undred m en , besides
women and children, as it is said . So one call well tell, until we are
all on the road and get together, h ow many t here are. Some h ave
been g ou e a week and others have n ot yet started. I h op e to star t to
morrow. I sh all have an easy journey as I have not m uch to do,
h aving no one depending on me.

Lieut. F remont, o f the Un ited States Engineers Corps, goes out
with about th irty men to explore for th e government , and expects to
return this fall. H is men are Canadian voyageurs m ostly, and h imsel f
a Catholic. Two Papal priests and their lay h elpers are along, and
Father DeSmet has gone back in order to go to Europe to bring out
others by ship.

I think, h owever , the immigrants who are going out will be a good
acquisition. It will call on Christians to labor for their good. What
a pity a good minister was not with us to go along 'a t once. My ex
pectat ions are' high fO I that country. I believe it m ust become one of
the best of countries very soon.

Let us h ear from you as often as you can . If you send letters for
crossing the m ountains, d irect t o th e care o f Boone & H amilton,
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W estport, Missouri. Y ou can se nd letters every fall by merchants to
be left with them; Rev. Doctor Armstrong, in New York, at the office
of A. B. C. F . M., or t o Boston, as the Mission H ouse of the A , B. C.
F. M., care of Rev. David Greene. Ships m ostly sail in the fall , so
that fa111etters should go by ship and spring letters come the other
way. Tell J ane two or th ree young lawyers will be in the party for
Oregon , but I h ope t his will not deter her from coming if sh e h as an
opportunity .

I should not be surprised if I saw a number of your father's family
west of the mountain s before lon g. J ackson and Galusha may come.
I hope to start to-morrow . It is very late starting; but I hope to go on
fast afte r I cross the mountains, and have no more dangerous Ind ians.

With best regard s and brotherly affection 1 am, dear brother,

Yours truly,

MARCUS W H ITMAK.

Mr. Edward Prentiss,

Quincy , Illinois.

SUAWNRE MISSION, May astb, 1843.

D ear Brother Galusha : - You 'will be surprised to learn that I am
here yet. I h ave been, as it were, waiting for th ree weeks. When I
got to St. Louis I found I had time a nd so I went to Quincy and saw
Sister J ane, but Edward was n ot there. Jane was well an d seemed
happy . She was teaching sc hool. Edward was away teaching music.
I h ad a fine journey all t he way and h a ve been here nearly two weeks.
I shall start t o-morrow or n ext day. Some o f the emig rants h ave
been gone a week and others are j ust going. Lieut. F remont is
camped about two miles off for the n ight. The number of emigrants
wi ll be over two h u ndred m en. besides women and ch ildren . This
tells well for t h e occupation of Oregon . A great many cattle a re
going, but no sheep, from a m istake of wh at I said in pa ssing. Next
year will tell for sheep. I do not know what t o say to you about
sheep; there can be no difficulty in t heir t raveling. They h ave been
proved to travel as well through the prairie as pack h orses. My plan,
you know, was to get funds fo r founding schools an d have good people
come along as settlers and teachers, while others might h ave sheep
of their own along, a lso.
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It would be a fine thing if Esq. Divin would open his eyes to
Orezon and see if he could not get some of the offices, such as J udge
or Indian Agent, or Com missioner to form trades with Indians. You
will be best j udge what can be done and how far you can exert your
self in those matters and whether the secret service fund can be
obtained.

It is now decided in my mind that Oregon will be occupied by
American citizens. T hose who go only open the way for m ore an
other year. Wagons will go all the way I h ave no doubt th is year.
It should be remembered that nothing sho uld be taken across the
mo untains but provisions. All goods should be sen t by sh ip.
Sheep and cattle, but especially sheep, art indispensable for Oregon.
One man goes with us who th in ks he is soon to be an Indian Agen t
over there. I mean to impress the Secretary of \Var that sheep are
more important to Oregon' s interest than sold iers. \Ve want to get
sheep and stock fro m government for I ndians instead of money for
their la nds. I have written him a ll the main interests of the Indian
count ry ; but I mean still to wri te a private let1er touching some par
ticular interests. I want you to get Dr. Smith's Indian sketches. It
can be found at the Catholic Book Store. You will see what way the
Society of J esus do their missionary work and what we have to con
tend with in Oregon,

I hope to be expeditious in traveling. After we get to Fort Hall I
sh all t ry to go on rap idly , if not before . Grass has not been in a good
state quite a week yet, but is very fine now. I think I shall find that
grass has been two months earlier in Oregon. Fremont and most, if
not all, his men are Catholics. H e intends to be back this fall. If
so, you may hear from me after I get h ome. Give my love to your
father and mother, brothers and sisters. I sh all by no means be sur
pri sed to see some, if not all, of you on our side of the mountains.
J ackson talked favorably. Let me h ear from you. Letters sen t to
New York by merchants in the fal l and left at t he office of the A. B.
C. F. M. , will find a ready passage. Letters sen t in the spring to the
care of Boone & Hamilton, Westport, Missouri , will co me if they are
here by the firs t to tenth of May. Wishing you peace and happiness,
I am in the best of bonds,

Your brother,

M ARCUS W HITMA.N.
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THE SCHOONER " STAR."

AN ACCOUNT OF H ER CONSTRUCTION AND VOYAGE

T O CALIFOR NIA.

[ The following lette r was written by Joseph Gale, who designed
the "Star ," and was her master on the voyage to California, to Hon.

•
.l- W. Nesmith m any years ago, and given to me for publication in our
transactions by his daughter, Mrs. V. M. Malsan.- GEORGE H.
HIMES, Secretary. ]

This is intended only as a synopsis of the following transactions :

It was not uutil the latter part of the summer of 1840 that the
spiri t of American enterprise-began to manifest itself in Oregon.
Previous to that it appeared to be dead ; but, instead , it was only in
active for the want of someth ing to arouse it in to action. Among the
desiderata of the country were h orses and cattle. It is true t hat there
were qui te a n umbe r of cattle in the Valley, and these were held by
Ewing Young, the Methodist Mission and the Hudson 's Bay Co., aud
with such tenacity t hat it was next to an impossibility to purchase
them at any reasonable price. The want of t hese were severely felt
by nearly every settler in the Wallamet Valley. How to better our
cases by supplying ourselves with such animals was a ques tion that
t roubled and puzzled us all.

Consequent npon our defici ency was the question o f the practice
bility of building a vessel and sail her to California and there dispose
of h er for stock . This proposition was favorably received and
thoroughly d iscussed pro and ca n. The result was an organizat ion of
a com pany of the following named men for that purpose. viz.: J ohn
Canan , Ralph Kilbourn, Pleasant Armstrong, Henry Woods, George
Davis and J acob Green. These men secured the services o f Felix
Hathaway, a n excellent sh ip carpenter, to lay out , assist and superi n
tend the work generally. They all shortly after got their tools, pro
visions, etc., together and descended the Wallamet river to near its
j unction with the Columbia, and there, on the east side o f Swan
Island, selected a site upon which to build their vessel.
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Now in regard to myself. In the first instance I did not join the
company. My reason for not doing so was owing to the fact of having
agreed with five of myoId mountain companions to form a settlement
in Tualatin plains. These five men were Robert Newell, George \V.
Ebberts, Caleb Wilkins, \Villiam Doty and J. L. Meek. But, never
theless, I bad given the com pany my word, and all the advice in refer
ence to the model and general construction of the vessel they were
about to build, that I would j oin them as soon as I saw a sufficien t
amount of work done on her t o insure the com pletion of the remainder,
and all that I possessed that could be converted into funds, sh ould be
invested in the enterprise.

Now, as I have sa id , they selected a site on Swan Island upon
which to build their vessel, and went to work like men who are deter
mined to accomplish their purpose. The first work done was to find
a stick suffic iently long and sou nd for her k eel. This was found on
Sauvie's Island, i. e. Wapato Island, and cut down and found to be
forty-eight feet and eight inches long ; which was roughly hewed and
transported to Swan Island , and there dressed to its proper dimen
sions, a nd put in place; and from that t ime the work went rapidly on ,
notwithstanding the opposition of the Hudson 's Bay Co., which had
been anticipated-in fact, no piece of work eve r met 'with more dis
couragi ng prospects. Even F elix Hathaway became discouraged a nd
quit the work wh en it was a little over half completed . This was
owing partly to the company not having the means to pay him for his
work, and partly on accou nt of scarcity of provisions.

The vessel, howe ver, was nearly planked up to the water ways, a ud
in that condit ion she was launched. The launching took place on the
nineteenth day of May, 1841, and without the sligh test accident.
From S wan Island she was worked up to the Wallame t Falls.

W hile tbey were g etting her to the Wallamet Falls I was waited
upon by two (If the company, John Canan and R alph Kil bourn, to re
mind me of my promise, and at the same time offer me the command
and also a full sh are if I would g rat ify them in that respect. This, of
course, I willingly did, for my heart and well wishes were with them
all the time ; and from that time until the final consu mmation of the
undertakiug I was closely engag ed in the work . I sold my farm and
farming utensils to Courtney Welker, removed my family to Cham
poeg, and went d own and took charge of the whole concern .

Kilbourn and myself done the remainder of the work. Kilbourn
was a good mechanic. It is not pertinent to this narrative to dwell
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upon the treatment of the Hudson's Bay Co. to us ;-suffice it to say
that they did all they could do to deter us from the work ; but it went
on until completed in spite of them. And had it n ot been for Captain
Wilkes, in all probability, we would have been obliged to lay the
vessel up on accoun t of not being able to procure cordage and canvas
for rigging and sails.

He in terviewed Dr. McLoughlin 0 0 the subject pretty roughly.
The doctor excused himself by saying that he thought they were
making a coffin for themselves, for, said he, " There is Gale at the h ead
who has been in the Hudson 's Bay Co. for several years as a hunter
and trapper, and what does be or the rest of them know about the
managing and navigating of a vessel at ~ea ? " " Never mind," said
or retorted the captain, " I h ave seen enough to convince me that he
k nows what he is about , and if you should have such things as they
need you will oblige not only me but, I believe, every American in the
couutry , by letting them have them, a nd should they not be able to
pay you for them , and as I shall want a cons iderable amount of such
things myself, you may charge the aggregated amount to me and I
will settle the sam e with you." "0, well, well," said the doctor,
.. they can have as mucb of cordage and other materials as they wish."

So the store, through Commodore \Vilkes ' influence, was thrown
open to us ; but, alas, the season was too far advan ced for us to ge t
the vessel in readiness to make the passage that fall . We, neverthe
less, while the chances of getting those things were so favo rable, and
for fear that after the Commodore would leave the rive r they might
shut down on us again, purchased an ample supply of all the neces
saries we needed, such as cordage, canvas, paints, oil s, etc., etc., for
which we paid the company in wheat and furs of different k inds, and
returned thanks to Commodore Wilkes for his generous offer .

We continued the work on till la te in the fa ll, and yet she was not
in a fit condition for sea. About th is t ime two of the six men, George
Davis and Henry Woods, became dissatisfied and wished to withdraw
from the company. But one of the articles of the company 's agree
ment stated plainly that if any person or persons should wish to with
draw from the company, h e or th ey sh ould forfeit all in terest in the
vessel. This, however, made no difference to them, for they withdrew,
notwithstanding ; consequently there were but five left .

Shortly after th is I was taken down with the fever and ague, an d
reduced in such a man ner th at I was hardly able to do anything ; and



184 NI NETEENTH ANNUAL REU NION

while lying in that condition I received a letter from Commodore
Wilkes, in which be stated that he was on the point of leaving the
country. and that he felt greatly interested in the successfu l issue of
our en terprise, a nd as there was no port or town from which we co uld
hail or clear , and that without such , or papers to show from and to
what g-overnment we belonged, there would be the probabili ty of
having our vessel seized. And he further stated :

" If you can convince me that you understand navigation I a m
ready to furnish you with papers that will be h onored in whatever
port you m y en ter,. for I do not think it advisable for you or any ether
person to attempt it witbout an adequate knowledge of that science,
it matters not in other respects how good a seaman one may be."

How generous and noble the old Commodore. He was perfect ly
right. Now for me to wait on him in person was out of the question.
I therefore called Kilbourn and told him to get his pen , ink and paper
aud wri te while I dictated. So we soo n had the following letter
writteu :

" To Com modore Charles Wilkes, of the United States Na vy,

" DEAR SIR:-I received your very kind letter and am very than k ful
for the interest you h ave taken in our affairs, but I am very sorry that
I cannot see you in person, owing to being confined to my bed by the
fever and ague. I ack nowledge the propriety of your remarks in ref
erence to going to sea without a knowledge of navigation, and also
the entering of a foreign port without papers to show from whence I
came. I do not , my dear sir , profess to be a consummate navigator,
yet I have a sufficient knowledge of that science to take a vessel to any
given port upon the g lobe, and, as it is almost impossible for me to
see you in person, you will very much oblige me by proposing such
questions wh ich , should I be able to satisfactorily answer, may con
vince you of that fact. With much respect ,

" I am your obliged and humble servant,
•

" JOS P.: PH G AL E."

ccTo Commodore Charles Wilkes,
of theU. S. N.

T his letter was dispatched immediately to the m outh of the Colum
bia river and delivered to the Commodore. The nex t morn ing our
boat started on its return and in three days a fte r I received an answer
in which were a few questions regarding the science of navigation ,
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which I answered and dispatched in a second letter to the Commodore,
and on the retu rn of our boat I was highly rejoiced to find that my
answers were satisfactory. In consequence of this I received eIarge
document with the United States seal upon it, which was the papers
alluded to by the Commodore.

T he Exploring Squadron left the coun try a few days afterwa rd .
The grand old Commodore, before leaving, made us a present of a
flag, an ensign, and also a compass, a kedge anchor, and h awser 140
fa thoms long , a log line and two log glasses-e-ra and 20 seconds
g lasses. 1 bought a quadrant epitome and a nautical almanac from
Kilbourn, who was Capt . Couch' s mate, for which 1 paid him forty-five
dollars. These were sufficient for all ordinary purposes. Now we
lacked nothing; our outfit was as complete as circumstances would
permit, and yet we were not ready to go to sea. It now being late in
October, I advised the laying up of the vessel, which was done. We
all, with the exception of one who was appointed sh ip k eeper, left for
our several homes and employed ourselves to suit the occasion. I
went to work for the Methodist Mis sion, runni ng th eir saw mill at
Salem, and con ti nued thus employed unt il J une, 1842. I then quit
working for them and summoned the partners in th e vessel to appear
at the Falls for the purpose of fitting our vessel for her intended
voyage.

We all now set to with a will, so that by the middle of August our
vessel was all ready, with the exception of getting our provisions in
for the t ri p, to try her speed upon the ocean. It was generally pre
d icted that as soon as we saw the great Pacific our hearts would fa il
us and we would return . These predictions came very near being
prophetic ; for had I sanctioned in the least the propositions made by
all, except one, it would have been done. But no, the die was cast ,
and so fa r as regards myself, I would sooner have gone to Davy J ones'
locker (as the sailors say) tha n to have turned back and had the
finger of scorn pointed at me ever after,

The following is a description of th e schooner" Star :" She was
forty.eigh t feet and eigh t inches on the keel, and fi fty-three feet and
eight inches over all, that is, from night heads to taffrail, with ten feet
and nine inches beam in the widest part, and drew, when in good hal
last trim , fou r feet six inches water. Her frame was of swamp white
oak, her k nees were of seasoned red fir roots, her beams and carlins
were of seasoned red fir timber. She was clinker built and was of the
Bal timore clipper model. She was planked with dear cedar planks
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dressed to plump one and a one-fourth inches, which was spiked to
every rib with a wrought iron spike one-half inch square, driven
t h rough a three-eighth hole and clinched on the inner side ; her tim.
hers standing nine inches apart, a nail one-fourth inch square was
driven between each timber. Her deck was double, first a three-fourth
board and over which. so to break joints, a plank of one and one
fourth in ches, which obviated the necessity of p itch and rendered her
deck perfectly watertight. She was what is generally called a fore
and after , that is, she h ad no topsails , but simply foresail, mainsail,
gib aud flyin g gib. Her spars were made of the straigh t fir sticks and
consisted of foremast , fore topmast, mainmast and main topmast,
bow-sprit and fly ing gibboom; and thus equipped and painted black ,
with a small white ribbon running from stem to stern, she was one of
the handsomest little crafts that ever sat upon the water. The most
of h er irons was made by the celebrated g unsmith , Thomas J. Hub
bard. a gentleman to whom more honor was due tban he ever received
for his services rendered to the early settlers of Oregon. But alas!
he is now no more.

Now came the command, "All aboard!" I had taken my leave of
m y wife and ch ildren and al so of my friends on the ajtb of August
and em barked on the aeth. The 27th we got under way and descended
the Wallamet to its mouth aud came to anchor there. The next day
being in need of \"'000 a nd some ex tra spars, we lay at anchor. The
aqth we got under way and shot out into the Colum bia, wi th the wind
blowing a h alf gale. We worked up against it to Fort Vancouver,
not because we bad an y need for so doing; but merely by the way of
taunting the inmates and showing our little beauty to them. The flag
that Com modore Wilkes made us a present of had not as yet been
hoisted. The breeze was all that could be wished for. Our vessel was
performing admirably, and j ust as we m ade the last stretch, with the
flag in readin ess, we ran so close to the bark " Vancouver, " that we
nearly touched her, then the word was given ,. Helm alee!" aud as she
spun around on her keel the stars and st ripes were flung flauntingly
in the fac e of those British tars. We proceeded about a cable length
ah ead and carne to anchor, and so near to the beach that we could
plainly hear the co mments passed upon our boat.

I penned the following note to Mr. Douglas, Dr. MeLougbfiu being
absent :
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"James Douglas, E sq.,

" SIR :- As I am now on my way to California, if yon have any let
ters or command that you wish to send to Mr. Ray, residing there, I
will, with pleasure, take them to him.

" Very respectfully,

" JOSEPH G ALE. "

I received the foll owing answer:

fifth '. J oseph Gale,
SIR:-As the schooner I I Cadborough," Capt Scarborough, will leave

for that port soon we will not trouble you in that particular. [ H is
very words.] •

"Yours, etc. ,

"J. DOUGLAs ."

Of course, like the rest, h e thought such a th ing as our reach ing
California was all braggadocio in us.

The next m orning we got under wa)' and proceeded down the river
a nd on the 3d day of September came to at Fort George. Here agai n
the stars and st ripes were unfurled to the view of Birney eud his men.
atb , lay by taking on ballast. 5th , also ; now having put her in good
ball ast trim. 6th , got under 'n-'ay in order to t ry how she would act in
a seaway, and also to give my crew a foretaste of what they might ex
pect hereafter. The wind was from the N. W. and blowing freshly ,
with the t ide against us. We faced her to it, and notwithstanding
these obst ruct ions, worked up to our anchorage on Baker 's Bay with
all ease.

My crew consisted of the following named men, viz. : J ohn Canan ,
Pleasant Armstron g, R alph Kilbourn, J acob Green . and a httle Indian
boy 10 years old , and one passenger, Charles Pfeffenbauser-not one
of whom knew the compass, to say nothing of steeri ng a vessel by it
in a heavy seaway.

In order to accustom my crew to the working of a vessel in a sea
way, and al so to teach some of them to steer by compass, I got under
way next day and ran back to Point Adams and came to anchor. My
m en began to rej oice from not having been seasick. Of course I said
nothing to undeceive them. They h ad not as yet en tered the wide
realms of Old Neptune, and I knew that as soo n as they felt the uudu
lating motions of his empire they would succumb.
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While we were lying at Point Adams, Capt. Couch, in the brig
.. Cheuamus;" mad e his appearance, bound to the Sandwich Islands,
and passed us, most of us being ashore at the time. We discovered
him, however, and hastened aboard and by the time we got under
way he was half way down the chan nel. The wind was fresh and
ahead, but the tide be ing favorable, we soon overhauled him and
p assed him a nd anchored ill Baker's Bay before him that evening,
being the r rth day of Septembe r , 1842. The Captain boarded us and
invited me aboard with h im to tea. After supper he said to me that
if t he wind se rved tomorrow he would get under way and pilot me ou t.
I thanked him and took my leave.

The next morning, being the rath of September, there sprung a
leading breeze and we com menced getting ou r anchors . He have
short and made sa il without tripping his anc hor, and T, suspect ing
that it was his intention to go to sea at once, got my anch or and made
for the passage. But I soon found that tbe old experienced sea dog
saw indications that the breeze would soo n die away, which was tbe
case, for as we passed tbe cape tbe wind lulled into a perfect calm,
the tide ebbing at the rate of six or seven knots an bour, and taking
us apparen tly into the breakers on tbe soutb spit. There was nothing
to do but to let go the anchor, which was done and about 40 fathom
scope given her , in which she swung with securi ty, and just at that
critical moment every one aboard , excep ti ng the Indian boy, was
taken down with seasick ness. Some of them wished themselves
a shore, and would have giveu their interest in the vessel if they were.
In that condition we lay until g o 'clock in the afternoon, when a strong
breeze spran g up, and I ordered them to get anchor, which was done,
and instead of going back we, by making- five stretches, passed the
sou th spit and found ourselves launched on the grand old Pacific
ocean. ~ Here, find ing myself once m ore with blue water under my
keel and on the element upon which I had spent so many years, my
fee lings ca n on ly be imagined. Now my crew had supposed we would
run into some little harbor along the coast and tie up to some rock or
stick. But nothing was farther from my mind. Not being acquainted
with the coast and not having an y charts, such would have been a
perilous undertaking . But my intention was to get an offing of 30 or
40 miles by running diagonally from the coast , and then run in
my latitude and departure parall el to it .

The breeze freshened as the sun went down, and just as it touched
the western horizon I took my departure from Cape Disappointment.
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This was 0 11 the 12th day of September, 1842. By 12 o'clock that
n ight the wind had freshened to a perfect gale, and our boat was spin.
ning off 1 1~ knots an hour. I hope that you will not take me to be
an egotist when I say that I stood to the helm thirty-six hours. It
would have been almost certain ruin to have trusted the steeri ng to
any other person on board, for the sea was h eavy and at times it ap
peared that we could or she could not live in it. But uo.

.. T be ir angr y surges s he seemed not to hee d,
Bu t chose her paSS3Ji(e with wonderful speed :
Li ke the stor my petre l, through the wind and rain
Sh e skipped the surface of the angry main .
Wa lking the wate r like a thing of life ,
And seemed to da re the elemen ts to s trife ."

•
The weather was such and the fog so dense that I did not

get an observation of the sun for three days. At this tu r n
the gale had abated and ] got a fair noon observation , in working up
wh ich ] found that we were co nsiderably south of :Uendocino Cape ;
fro m our position at that time I sbaped my course for Poin t Bass. I
found , however, that the difference of latitude between that o f account
and that of observation of the sun amounted to twenty-eight miles,
wh ich was owing to bad steerage. ] ra n for Point Bass un til we could
d istinctly hear the surf beating, beating upon its shore. Here I hove
to, with head off shore. My reason for so doi ng was in order to land
Pfeffenhauser at the Bordagos, he claiming to be a rel ative of Capt.
J. A. Sutter.

N ext morning we made sail a nd ran along the coast as near as we
dared , the fog still as dense as eve r. I soo n found by the sound of
surf that we had rounded the cape and hauled in closer to shore, when
all of sudden there appeared a rock within less than a cable 's length
of us-we j ust had room to tack ship and clear it. This made me so
mad with Pfeffenhauser, who had been whining the whole passage
and accusing h imself of h is folly for embarking, that] told h im that
I would throw him overboard rather than endanger our lives and the
vessel on his account. This day I found ourselves som eth ing over a
half a degree north of the entrance of San F rancisco with my longi
tude nearly in. We ran along the coast and came to anchor in four.
teen fathoms water, the fog as thick as ever. This ....as in the morning
of the seven teenth day of September, 1842. The fog began to open,
we made sail and ran down with a light breeze un t il about four o'clock ;
the fog commenced giving way and in a few minutes we looked up
and saw the high lands immediately southeast of us, and in half an
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hour after the entrance of the port of San Francisco was opened to UL

The breeze n ow freshened to a whole sail breeze, we hauled in to the
east ward and dashed through its portals like an arrow, and j nsl as the
sun went down we dropped anchor abreast of the Old Presidio.

. It was pleasing to me to see what a difference there was in the
aspect of m y com panions. The gloom of the voyage had DOW given
way to pleasure eud they were happy. As for myself, Columbus
himself could D Ot have felt h appier when first h e solved the great
problem than I d id at this time. The boat was made fast and I went
ashore with my papers. which were d uly ack nowledged. Next dey I
got under way and sailed up to Yerba Buena, as it was then called.

There I found th e following named vessels riding at anchor: Ship
Barnstable, Capt. Clapp ; sh ip Cali fornia, of Boston, Capt . Arthnr;
the schooner Juli an, Capt. Leidsdorff and on e or t wo smaller vessels.
Ou r £lag was flying , in consequence of which the captain s of the above
named vessels paid us a vi sit. Now, to show b ow little was known of
Oregon in those days , I will relate an anecdote. As these gen tlemen
approached our vessel and passed our stern, they d iscovered our name
written or painted upon it, wh en Leidsdcrff exclaimed, .. Oregon!
Oregon !" two or three times ; .. I'll be d d if there is an}" port
by that name on a ,y of my charts! " The}" came aboard, remained
t wenty or thirty minutes and returned to their vessels. Sbcrtly a fte r
I went ashore to see Mr. R ay, with wh om was acquainted. H e was
supposed to see me and a sked if I had come down in yonder schooner.
I t old him I had. Then said h e, you have fetched letters for me. I
gave him my reasons for not d oing so.

The rest is soon told. I so ld the vessel to Jose Y. Lamon ture, a
F rench man, who had cast h is vessel away a few weeks previous to our
arrival, for 350 cows, General Guadalup e Vallej o becoming respousi
ble to us for t h eir delivery. An c1 as it was impossible for us to start
with them that fall to Oreg on, there now being only Iour o f us, Kil
bourn h ad concluded to stay : we mutually settled u p our own accounts
and set off their several ways and wen t to work at what they could
find to d o, all agreeing at rendezvous in the spring o n Cash Creek .
My knowing that without a com pany of more than four men it would
be a dangerrous undertaking, and belie ving there to be several of
Chil a 's party adrift in the country and also several sailors, I sent out
written circulars to different parties, describing Orego n and its im
mense advantages to them. These circulars had the desired effect, so
that by the middle of Ma}" we h ad m ustered a company of forty-two
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men, all bringing more or less stock. Among the rest was Jacob P.
Leese, General Vallejo 's brother-in-law, and a gentleman with whom I
was well acquain ted some fifteen years previous to this event. We
made our camp or rendezvous on Cash Creek and thprp T tr-immed a
tall cottonwood tree and swung out the stars and st ripes again, around
which there soon rallied a co mpany of forty-two men, bringing an
aggregated number of twelve hundred and fifty head of cattle, six
hundred head of mares, horses and mules-mares, horses, colts, prin
cipally-and nearly th ree thousand h ead of sheep; and on the four
t een th day of May we started for Oregon, and after a toilsome j ourney
of seven ty-five days arrived in the Wallamet valley wi th compara
tively small loss. The rest, or what disposition was m ade of that
stock is known, I presume, to everybody. There is one thing certain
- it done away with the stock monopoly and se t the people of Oregon
in a fair way of getting on in the future. This result was brough t
about by the undauntable wills o f a few men who are now scarcely
k nown.

S ir , if you can condense out of this jumbled mass of writing any
thing that will accomplish your design, you are welcome to It , and
all I ask is that if you shall put a ny part of it in pamphlet form, please
send me a copy of it, You will see at a glance that I am but an indif
feren t writer, and in fac t I make no pretentions as to a correct writer .
My ed ucation is very limited, so you must make allowances for all
defects and correct bad spelling, and al so the grammatical errors that
you will h erein find.

H oping that this may be satisfactory to you, I remain as ever

Your fri end,

J OSEPH G ALE.

SALEM, June rst, 1880.

HON. J. W. NESMIT H,

Sir:- In reply to your inquiries as to the owners and building of
the schooner .. Oregon Star" according to my best recollection are
these.
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Namely, the com pany who built her consisted of Ralph L. Kil
bourn, Ch arley Matts, Pleasant Armstrong, Jacob Green , John Canan ,
Henry Woods, master builder Felix H athaway.

Material, tools, iron work, mostly obtained of the mission. Rigging
a nd sails were obtained at Fort Vancouver a fter the arrival of Com
modore Wilkes (for they could n ot be obtain ed there before. ) I think
that sex tant Bod some other necessary outfit for the voyage were
furnished by \Vilkes from ship stores.

The crew consisted of the own ers com man ded by Capt. Jas, Gale.
As to cargo I h ave no recollection. I am of opinion she sailed to
California in 1842. The party co mmenced h er const ru ction in the
latter part o f the summer of 1840. (I made the spikes together 'with
other irons as mission blacksmitb. ]

The schooner was built on the small island in the Wallamet j ust
above Ross I sland.

An d n ow, m y dear sir, I h ope the above sketch will fully answer
your inquiry to your satisfact ion .

I might h ave said many things more in regard t o difficulties of
obtaining rigging and sails at Vancouver, hut I deem it not necessary
h ere.

I have the honor t o be,

Respectfully yours,

J. L. PARRISH.
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MEETING OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS

P OR T L AND, OREGON, }
F RIDAY, January 7 ,18 9 2.

The Board of Directors met pu rsuant to call at the bank
ing parlor of Ladd & Tilton at three o'clock P. xr., to make
necessary arrangemen ts for the T wentieth A nn ual Re
u nion.

Present : ' \T. S. L add. r 8so, P resident ; William K apus,
1853. Vice-President; George H. Himes, 1853. Secretary;
H enry Faili ng, 1851, Treasurer; J ohn H obson, 1843; C. C .
Strong, ~L D., 1849.

The invitation extended by the Oregon Pioneer and
H istori cal Society of Cla tsop Cou nty, and t he Columbia
Ri ver Centennia l Celebration Society, to this Associa tio n to
unite with them in su itably cele brati ng the one h undredth
anniversary of the discovery of the Columbia Ri ver, to take
place at Astoria, Ma y I r, 1 2 , and 13. was t aken up and
considered. A fter di scussion, it was decided to acce pt such
invitation , and h ave that occasion take the place of the
regular reunion.

On motion of Vice P resident Kapus, it was voted that a
special meeting of the Associati on be called for Monday
eve ning, May oth, so as to make all needed arra ngements
for going to Astoria .
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A fter furth er discussion this action w as recons idered,
and the matter of in forming all members was left with the
Secretary.

On motion of Mr. F ailing, it was voted that committees
of three on fin ance and transportation be a ppointed, it
being understood that all pioneers in good standing should
he conveyed from Portland and intermediate points to As
toria and return ed without expense, except for staterooms .

These committees were a ppoi nted by the President as
follows :

On Finance-H.]. Corbet t, Charles E . L add and ]oscph
T eal , j r.

On Transportat ion-s-William Kapus, F rank Dekuru,
and C. C. Strong, 1\L D. , to act in conj u nction with a lik e
committee to be appointed b y the Centen nial Celebration
Soc iety. with special reference to conveyance from Portland
to Astoria a nd return .

The question of who should be as ked to deliver the
principal address on the occasion was discussed at some
length , the Secretary havi ng stated that as Secretary of the
Executive Committee of the Columbia River Centen nial
Celebration Society, h e h ad h ad considerable co rrespond
ence with not able speakers in the East without a ny result
n p to this date.

.Mr Failing stated th at in conversat ion wi th Rev. T. L.
E liot, D. D., of this city, h e h ad learned th at sometime in
May the noted historian , Mr. John F iske, of Boston , would
be in this city on a lecturing tour , and suggested that he
might be secured as orator of the day.
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Th e suggestion was ap p roved of, and the Secretary in 
st ructed to correspond with Mr. F iske and ascerta in if h e
could accept the posit ion , a nd in case of accepta nce wh at

his t erms would be.

The Secretary stated that h e knew of a gentleman in or
near Boston, Rev. E dward G. Porter, a member of the
Massachusetts Historical Societ y, who was we ll acquainted
wit h the early hi story of Capt . Ro be rt G ray, who discov ered
the Columbia River, a nd suggested that it might be well
to secure hi s services in preparing an historical sketch of
Capt. Gray and the Sh ip Columbia.

On mot ion, the Secretary w as inst ruc ted to ascertain
what AIr. Porter would charge for preparing a sketch as
suggested .

Xo further business appearing, th e Board adjourned.

GEORGE H . HIM ES,

Secretary,



SPECIAL nEETING OF BOARD OF DI RECTORS

PORTLAND, OREG ON, }
FRIDAY, April 26,1 892.

A s pecial meeting of the Board of Directors was h eld
in the ba nking parlors of Ladd and Tilton at 3 o'clock P . xr.,
pursuant to call .

P resent-s-W. S. Ladd, President ; William Ka pus. Vice
P reside nt ; George H. H imes, Secretary; H enry Failing,
Treasu rer ; C. C. St ro ng, ) 1. D., and Frank Dekum from the
Committee on T rans po rt at ion , and D. F . Sh erman, from the
Centennial Committee on F ina nce.

~l r. Deku ru from Committee on T ransportation , report
ed th at the T.J. P otier cou ld be chartered for $500, to leave
P ortland , Monday evening, May l oth, and return in g , leave
Astoria W ednesday evening, May r ath, and that 58 stat e
rooms would be fu rnished at $1.50 each, and meals at fifty

cents .

On motion of Xl r. Failing, this proposi tion was accepted
subject to raisi ng the necessary fu nds.

The Secretary reported that h e had secured bids from
the Marine Hand of th is city, a nd the Military Band at F ort
Vancouver, each giving the same t erms, $350 for the en t ire
time, in cluding transportation. The fi xing of fin al terms

was placed in the h ands of D r. S trong and the Secretar y.
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The Secretary reported th at a letter had been received
from Mr.John Fiske agreeing to deliver an oration on Ma y
I rtb , for $ 100. The making of fin al a rrangements reg ard
ing this matter was placed in the h ands of Dr. Strong.

The Secre tary was a uth orized to do such advertising as
in his judgment was wise for the purpose of in forming
pion eers throughout th e State about the celebrat ion .

On motion , it was voted that a -tlubscription pa per to
raise the needed fu nds for ca rrying out the program, so
fa r as th is city was concerned , should be placed in the
hands of D. F . Sherman, F . V. H olman , J o. T eal and Dr.
Stro ng .

No fu rther busin ess appearing, the Board adjou rned .

GEO RGE H . Hl}'lES,

Secretary.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT

The following is a stat ement of the funds collected and
paid out in Portland in con nection with the celebrat ion of
the Columbia Ri ver Centenni al.

At this point it should be sta ted that the work was done
by D. F. Sherma n and Dr. Strong, the other members of the
F inance Committee declining to serve :

OR eGO::"> PIO r\F. ER ASSOCJ.I..TION AXD TH E

C OLr:o.llIU. Rl\"ER C EXTP.XXL"- L C IU. E BR AT JOX S OCI ETY,

I II account u.'itll D . F . SH F.RM .... X.

R E C EIPTS.
Lad d & Tilton 1 200 uo

.. .. First Nat ional Bank . . _... .. 200 00

.. .. Frank Dekum . .. . . . . . . ... .. .. . . . . . .. . . 25 00

.. .. Portland Sevi ugs Rank _. . 25 0 0

.• " Co m merc ia l Na tional Ba n k . 25 (Xl

.. .. Oregon Xat io n al Ba nk . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 75 0:-

.. 16. Merch a n t s Nat iona l Dank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 00

" " Nort hwes t Loa n a nd T rust Co . . .. . . . . . 50 0 0

., " V. S. Nut iou a l Bank . . . . . . . 25 0 0

.. .. London and San F ra nci sco Han k 100 00
" .. Bank of Bri t ish Col u m b ia . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 100 (10

., .. C. ] !. Lc \\·is . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sf) 00

.. .. Secur ity Savings and T rus t Co .. . . . . . . . 50 <XI

.. " Ch as. H. Dodd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 0 0

.. " S. G. Ret.·<1 . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . 25 00..

..

..

..

..

..

..
••..
..

First Xat io na l Bank, Va nco uve r .
Ainsworth N ational Ba nk .
II. \\'. Co rbett ..
\\' . S. Ladd .

H e n ry F ailing .

Total .

25 ou

5 0 00

2 00 00

5° 00

5"00
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May 1 2 .

.. rK.. ..

.. ..

.. 2 I... ..

.. ..

.. ..
.. ..
.. ..
.. ,.
.. ..

O RE G ON PIOX E ER ASSO CIATIOX

D I S Hl' R SE ),I E XTS.

I -nion P acifi c R y. Co., c h a rter s t e a mer

Potter to Astori a an d b ack _ j

:\larine Han d _ .

J ohn F iske, Cen tenn ial ad d ress .
E xchan g e d ra ft o n :\ . Y.. fa vor P iske . .

Orego n ia n, ad ve r t ising .
L ydcl l Bak er, ex pe n ses to As t oria .
S t a t erooms on Potter fo r Col. A n de rso n

Telegram to Co l. Anderso n .
J. C. H olliste r, rubber stam ps, 'H old en ..

Coch ra n, o ffi cia l st enograp he r .
A nderso n & Co ., o n a -ct. pri n ti n g .
Transmi tted to Asto ri a .

T otal .

500 0 0

35° oo
] 00 0 0

20

294°
10 00

4 So

5°
4 00

14 00

62 40
3 IO 0 0



MEETING OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS

P OR TI.AND, O RE GOK , }
SATURDA Y, Febr uary I 1, 1893.

Pursuant to call, the Board of Directors of the Oregon
Pioneer Association -mct in the parlor of the F irst N ation al
Bank at three o'clock P. ~1. for the purpose of arranging for
the Twenty-first Annual Reunion.

Those present were as follows: G eorge H. Himes, Sec

retary, 1853. H en ry F ailing , Treasurer, 1851; John H ob
son, 1843; C. C.Strong, ~I. D., 1849.

After due considera tio n it was voted that the Reunion
t ake place in Portland.

Th e office of P resident h aving become vacant by the
death of \V. S. L add , and Vice-P resident William Kapus
bei ng absent from the State, on motion of G eorg e H. Himes ,
H enry Failing was elected President p rotem.

On motion , it was voted that H on. J. H. Slater he in
vited to de liver the annual add ress, and that if h e should
declin e, that an invitat ion be ext ended to H on. Thomas
H. Brents of W alla Walla, and in the eve nt of his declina
t ion , the matter be left in the hands of the Secreta ry .

It was also voted th at H on. Seymour W . Condon of
E ugene, be invited to give the occasional add ress.

George H . Durham was chosen to act as Grand Marshal ,
with au thority to select his own aides.
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On motion , it was voted th at the Committees he a ppointed
as follows :

A rrangements-C. C. Strong, ~1. D., B. Il. Beekman, Ed
King, R. L . Durham and \\1. L . Boise.

T ransportation- G eorge H . H imes.

Finance- Charles E . Laud.

Invi tation s and Music-s-G eorge H . Him es.

E ntertainment- Mrs. ~I. S. Bu rre ll, .Mrs. Frances M.
H arvey , ~Irs. L. L. MeArthur.

:\0 further business appearing, the Board adjou rned.

GEORGE H . H [~lES,

Secreta ry.
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P O R TLA N D , ORE(;ON,
T H UR SDA Y, June 15 ,

The gull sha ll whistle in his wa ke, the blind wave break i n fi re,
H e sha ll f u lfi ll God's utmost will, u nkno wing h is desire ;
And he shall see old planets pass and ali en st ars ar ise,

And g ive t he g ale his reckless sa il in shad ow o f new sk ies.
S t ro ng lust of gear sh a ll drive h im ou t and hunge r a rm his h and ,

To wr ing his food from a desert nude, h is fo ot h old fro m the sand .
H is n eigh bo r 's smok e sh a ll vex hi s eyes, th ei r vo ices b reak h is res t ;

He sha ll go forth ti ll south is north , su llen and d ispossessed;
He sha ll d es ire loneli ness, a nd h is desire sh a ll br ing
Hard o n h is heels a thousand wheel!", a people and a k i ng .

H e sh a ll CO Ine back o n h is o wn t rack , and by h is sca rce cool cam p
T here sh all h e m eet the roa r i n g street, t he derrick and the st a m p

F or he m ust bl aze a nat ion's ways, with h atchet and w i t h b rand"
T ill o n h is l ast-wo n w ilderness an empire's b ulwarks st and.

- R udJ'ard A'iP/ i 1tg .

T he Twenty-first Annual Reunion of the Oregon Pioneer
Associat ion was h eld to-day , the celebration being satisfac
tory in every wa y, and in man y respects su pe rior in point
of interest and numbers to a ny ever held. The literary
exercises at the Industri al Ex position building in the after
noon were listened to by an immense audience, and the
evening entertainment passed off agreeably to all concerned.

The forenoon w as passed by the incoming pioneers in
registering with the Secretary, obtaining badges and the for
mation and the renewal of person al acquai ntances.
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At one o'clock the members of the Association b egan
gatheri ng at the H ot el P ortland , and about I :30 were formed
into processi on by Mr. J ohn W . Minto, Grand Marsh al of
th e day, assisted by his aides, Curt is C.Strong, M. D. and O.
F . P axton, E sq. The y were grou ped by delegations, the
pioneers of each year being together and p receded b y the
ban ner bearing the number of the year of their arrival in
Oregon. T he post of hon or was h eld by Rev, J . S. Griffi n,
of Hillsboro, the only pioneer of 1839 in line. Dr. Griffin
commenced a settlement near H illsboro in 1841, and sub
sequently marri ed Miss Desire C. Smi th. Though nearly
86 years of age, his sight and h earing arc clear, and he
carried his bann er as erect as a ny in the parad e. Anothe r
feat u re of interest was the fl ag of Company D, F irs t Oregon
Indian 'VaT Vete rans , 1855-1 856, ca rried by \V. C. P ainter,
or W all a Walla , a pioneer of 1850, and a n Indian war veteran
who had borne it t hrough those camp aigns. Xearly all the
pion eers walked, thou gh man y carried ca nes, wh ich were
evidently more for service than display . A few infi rm
veterans and several old lad ies were taken in carriages.
There were, however, a n umber of women in the marching
column. The route was simple, being directl y out W ash 
ington st reet to the Exposit ion buildi ng, wh ich h ad been
carefully prepared for the occasion .

Decorations had been made 011 an elaborate scale. T h e
immense stage was almost hi dden from view by floral and
foliage di splay , including fi r boughs and a wreath of J u ne
roses. Over the desk of the p residing officer h ung a floral
a rch, with the word " Welcome" traced in white and red
carnations. L arge letters made of marguerites, t racing the
word "P ion eers" rose from the front line of the stage , while
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boxes . bouquets and flower wreaths were pro fusely db
p la yed . A large crayon portra it b y 13. C . Towne of w, S.

L aud , lat e Presid ent of the Associa ti on . h ung with a m assi ve

w rea th, occu pi ed the ce nte r of the stage . Three la rge

fra mes of pion eer photog raphs had been placed in the front
of the hall , and w ere examined w it h interes t hy man y Prv

vious to t he exercises . Several relics of earl y days were

about the h all , including a p ionee r w agon b rought to Oregon

from Ind ia na in I S 5 2 by the la te J ames A b rah a m : a stew

pan . marked " '1'. R.1Hack erby, Silverton . 1848." and a p low

labeled " \Y. F . E asth am, Silverton . 1849." ( tt lle r curiosi ti es
we re a ro pe-bottomed ch air, donated to the A ssociation h y

Mr. D . \1. Mc- Kee , and broug ht across th e p lai ns in 1850: a

rusty ax, made by a missionary named A lanson Beers in

1046 : a sq ua n:, made in O regon Cit y in rS-t. -t. . and the bone ( I f

an ox that c rossed the pla ins in I S-t. i .

At 2 o'clock the officers and s pe akers of the day asce nded

the stage, w he re upon t he followin g literary ex e rc ises took

pl ace :
1']{ 0 (; R .\ :\1 :'11 E .

l ' a lli n g" t o order __ . Ily Act in~ Prv i.Ic n t johu ::\ lill ~ " ,+' ISl--l

.:\1 U" il' .. , " . _ . ., .. , Xl a ri n c n a n d

P ray e r hy th e ch apla in R ev. l ' . I...' . :-' tratt ull . P.l /" IS':; -l

Br ic f l ut n.d ur-t.orv Ac hl rv _ .-\ e t i ll g" Prc- jdcm }" h n Xl in t o

A unua l Address H un . ;\ . L . Itut lcr. n f I'ol k C "\l H I.\

) lu ic . . . . :\I a rill l' Band

O ccaviou ul Ad d re H on . S ey m our ''\" . 1..' (1 11,1' '11. '' [ I'olk C , 'u n t )

::\l us ic. .. . . . , , _ _ . :\lari IH ' Ha nd

ltcncd ic- io n 11) the ch npl a in R('\' . C . C. S t ra t t on. D. P .

• • •:, r:-~ : E lected I" th e Bo a rd o f lri rcct or-, t · ,
h v HIt' death \I f I' rcvi d cn t \Y. :-:.. Lad.I .

I II offeri ng p ra y e r . Dr. Stratton sai d:
-
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We thank Thee, our Heavenly Father, for this land in which
we live; for the fertility o f it s so il ; for the benignity of it s clim a te ;
for the heavens that sm ile above it ; for the sea that breaks upon

its s hores; for everything that has made g lo rious it s past a n d leads
forward to a prosperous future. We than k Thee that in Thy p rm '·
idence it was b rought under the g overnment o f these Un it ed
States, which has sheltered us with its power and secu red to us so
m any blessings. W e thank Thee for that kind p rovidence wh ich
has been o ver ou r lives and the Jives of these pioneers to this
hour, which b as furn ished so many bounties in their homes, sur

rounded them with families, and permitted them t o gat her h ere
with their children and g rand ch ild ren about them . Fo r the abu n 

dance of ou r prosperity, for the protection o f ou r sho res.fo r the sta 
bility of our institutions, for the products of ou r fie lds, for what
ever h as con t r ibu ted to ou r present g rowt h and g ives assu racce
of future progress ;-for a ll these we render thanks to the name of
ou r Heavenly Father.

And now what sh al l we render unto Thee for all thy benefits
toward us? W e will tak e the cu p of sa lvat io n, and ca ll upon the

n ame of ou r G od . W e will com e boldly unto a throne of grace
where we m ay o bt a in mercy and find grace to help in t ime of

need. Accept the g rat it ude of o u r h earts for the ch urch , p ro 
mot ing in tegri t y a nd virt ue ; for ou r common sch ools, educa t ing
our ch ild re n; for the higher inst itutions which add to our society
the em bellish me n t s o f li te rat u re.sc ie nce a nd a r t ; fOT wh ateve r h as

con t ribu t ed to the increased comfort and usefulness o f OUT daily
li ves ; t o the r ighteousness o f o ur l aws : to the better m ora l habits

of ou r people and so much of p ro m ise for the y ears to co rne,
and grant t h a t these bl essi n gs, which Thou hast vouchsafed to us,
m ay be by us transmitted to our ch ild re n .

Let Thy blessi n g rest upon these pioneers as they return to
their homes. May their field s yield bountifully ; their in d ustries

p rosper ; t heir families be susta in ed , their ow n lives he guarded ,
and all their interests be precious in the s ig h t of Our Fat h er
in H eaven.

Dr. St ra tton closed by repeating the Lord's Prayer.
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BUSINESS MEETING.

A business meeting was h eld at the d ose of the li terary
exercises, and office rs for the ensuing year were elected as
follows :

President. H on . H . \V. Corbett, 1851; Vice-President,
T homas R. Corneli us, 1845; Secretary, Geo. H. Himes, 1853;
Corresponding Secretary. H orace S . Lyman , 1849: T reas
urer, H enry F ailing , 1851; Directors, Frank Dekum, 1853;
.Mult nomah cou nty; F . X . Matthieu, 1842, Marion cou nty;
A . R. Ilurbank, 1853, Yamhill cou nty.

Notice was gi ven by J ohn Minto, 1844, of an ame nd
ment to the const itution to exte nd the limit of membersh ip
in the Associa tion, to 1859, the date the terri tory of Oregon
becam e a state.

The followi ng resolution, offered by T . A. Wood , was
adopted:

Pesoi oed, That a com m ittee of three be appo in ted to take
in to considerat ion the quest io n of amend ing t he co ns t it u t io n and
m aki ng the pioneer soci et ies auxil iary to this organizatio n (t h e
Orego n P ioneer Associa tion) a nd to i nvi t e t he county pioneer
associ at ions to co-opera te and meet wi th us in ou r annual gath 
er ing , June 15 of each year.

W. C. J ohnson , of Oregon City, Clackamas county, A .
R.llurbank, of L afayette, Yamhill county, and T . D. Hum
ph rey, of H illsboro, \Vashington county, were appointed
a committee on resolutions, also the committee to ca rry out
the foregoing resolution.

THE EVENING COLLATION'.

The restaurant-room in the east wing of the Exposit ion
building was spread out for the collat ion , and large tables
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st retched th rough the hall set with covers for two h undred

and fift y persons. There were second and third tables set
also, so that about seven hundred persons were fed. T h e

ladies of the committee were assist ed by abou t thirty young

ladies and gentlemen, who wai ted upon the tables. Much

p raise was awarded the ladies, not on ly for the ad mirable
en tertainment provided at the board , but also for the ele

gant floral decora ti ons of the music h all. A mong these was

a box of P ioneer Mission roses , the orig inal stock of w hich

was brought h ere at a n ea rly day. T he posteri ty of these
roses h ave been named "Descendants of Pio neers ," maki ng

a new variety. T he commit tee and ladi es w ho had the

arrangements in cha rge were :

Mesdam es Frances M. H arvey , M. C. George , 11. C. De
L ashrnutt, S. L. MeArthur; R. W illiams, D. P . T hompson , P .
L. Willis , A . Bowma n, }. McCra kcn , H . L. Pittock , W. W .
Spa ulding, A . H . Morgan , 1.... Cosgrove, ] . C. Cart wright,
Charles Cartwright, R. Porter, T . T . Struble, Captain
Biles , G . L . Story, Arthur Breyma n , C. B. Belli nger, B. Ki l
lin, A . N. King, R. Ki ng, A. E. Borthwick, H . L. Max well.
G eorge H . Himes, Dr. E . Melaine,}. H. McMi llen,}. W. Mur
ray, Dal ton, Kent , George H . Durham, A n na Caufield .

T H E LITE R AR Y E XERC I SES.

Afte r the in ner man and woma n h ad been satisfi ed the
pioneers and guests re paired to the music h all, wh ere "an
ex perience meeting " was held, H on. M. C. G eorge presid 
ing- in his usu al felicitous mann er. 1\1 rs.]oh n Minto and H on .

Richard Williams made interest ing and ente rta ining ad
dresses , and H on . O. X . Denn y spoke eloq uently, referring
feeli ngly to his life in Oregon , his resid ence abroad, the
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pride he feels in the progress made by the state and hopes
for its future greatness.

Mr. George introduced Van B. DeLashmutt as the ex
mayor of Portland, and Mr De Lashrnutt made one of his
characterist ic h umorous speeches. Edward Chambreau
was asked to s ing and gave a few bars of a Chinook melody,
following with some thrilling personal reminiscences.

Hon. J ohn F. Caples was introduced as a late arrival in
the city, and was greeted, as he always is, with unbounded
e nthusiasm. H e spoke a fe w minutes in his sti rring w ay ,
with frequent sallies of humor, and then led in three cheers
for the pion eer women. in which the vetera ns joined with
a will.

F ather Gri ffin, of Hillsboro, who Came h ere as a n ind e

pendent mission ary in 1839, gave some interesting remin is
cences. Mrs. Susa n H . Math ews, of Portland , was called
on and g reeted with much ap plause. Sh e related some
pleasant ex pe riences and gave a fe w sprightly sentences in

Ch inook.

The Multorpor quartet, composed of Messrs. E dward
Drake , 1/. Bowman , A . .1\1. Alexander and X . H . Al exand er,
sa ng "Nellie \Vas a Lad y" and " H e X ever Cares to W an
der." Thei r singing was loudly cheered and e nco red to
the ech o.

H on . Will iam Galloway, of McMinnville, made a very
h appy address , eulogizing the pion eer ladi es of Portland
for their hospitality at the reunion days. H e eloquently
recou nted instances of the achievements of Oregon ians,
making pa rt icular reference to Se nators X esmith and Bak er.
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then led in three hearty cheers from the outside members
for the pioneer men and women of Portland.

Ch arles Mill er, a venerable p atriarch of L ane county.
gave an interesting accou nt of his trip from Indiana into
Oregon in 1849. when h e set t led in Marion cou nt y, and
related some laughable ex periences which he had here at
an early day.

The band then play ed "Auld L ang Sync," after wh ich
H OIl . \V.C. J ohnson , chairman of the committee a ll resolu
tion s, read its re port, as fo110\,,"5:

Resatt-cd, That we bow with reveren t h eads to the d ecree of
D iv ine Providence wh ich has re moved ou r bret h ren and sisters

from the p io neer ra nks the past year, and ex tend to the su rv ivi ng
rela t ives and f ri ends o ur m ost h eartfelt sy m pat hy and co ndo lence.

R eso(z'ed, Th at the tha nks of th is Associa tion be and are p re
sen ted to t hose who h ave so well d ischarged the du t y of p reparing

and delivering the add resses at this a n nual reu n ion. May their
sh ado ws never be less than no w.

P esotred, That we are most heart y III the expression o f ou r
o blig a t io n to the lad ies and fr iends o f Portland and vi cin it y who
have so generously provided for t he wants of t he in ner man and
wo ma n o n this fes ti ve occas io n .

Resots-ed, T ha t no t ice be a nd is h ere by giveu o f the intentio n
to introduce a m otion at the com ing a nnua l meet ing in 1S94 to
change the const it u t ion o f t his Associa t io n so as to make all per
sons eligible to membersh ip who a rrived in Oregon before t he
rat h day ot February, 1859, when o ur s t a t ehood began.

R esoh 'ed, T hat o ur h eartfelt t hanks a re presen ted to the va

r ious transportation lines wh ich h ave g iven red uced rates of fa re
to t hose a ttendi ng ~th i s an n ua l reun ion of our Associat io n ; and

as well to all who h ave in so many wa ys minist ered to ou r co rn 
fo rt and enjoyment.
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Th e resolu t ions were adopted viva voce. " America" was
su ng and the assemblage was d ism issed.

PION E ERS IN ATfENDANCE

The following is a com plete list of the pion eers who were
in attendance, a rra nged by y ears .

IS39
R e,·. ] . S . G r iffin .

Wi lli a m A be -rueth v.

T h om as :\Io u nta ill .

F. X . :\[atth ieu .

J ohn H obson.

II . _\ . S t ra ight.

"- .).1. Case ,

Willard Recs,
H e x. Cap les,

j oshua Sl c D anic l ,
Juh n Mi nto.

R . w. ::'I Ior ri so ll ,

B. F . S h a w,

J. H . 1\ Ic ::'lIi llen,

S" l. S m it h ,

P ri e r Scot t,
G, H . Ba be r ,

I Kp

JS.p

JS.·u

I ~5

+: :\I rs. F . A. x-m.

_\. J. Ba k e r.

J . B. Parke r.

] . J oh n son .
)'I rs, J . J, Itu r tou .

J, C. ~eb" l1 ,

W . O . S t ilhu ·l1.

G , L. R owla nd .
) I rs. P run er-s ::'11. H a rvcv.

\\'. Savage,
II, Killi n ,

J o h n PI/ st u ,
l ame...; T a y lo r,

* :\ daugh ter 01 xev. J . P . R ic h m on d . wh o ca m e in the !'> hi l' t . au sau n e .



22 TWF. XTY· F I RST AXNUA L RE UNION

Mary K. Hurley ,

C. C. Bozorth,
T . R . Co rneli us,
B. G rou n d s,
W ill iam Harl ow,

W . C. J oh n son .

Ed ward Cha m brea u,

Car los W . Sh ane,
Mrs. A. F . Cox ,
M rs. A. B. S t ua rt,

C. B. Belli nge r,
J. T. ::\lcCo m as,
O . H. Cone,

J oh n T . H u g h es,
T . D. H u m p h rey ,
G eorge Merr ill ,
A lbe r t W a lli n g .

G . W . D im ick,

J. W . S w a nk ,

O. C. Yocu m,
G . A. Co n e,

H . \Y. P rett y m an ,

R . V. S h o rt,

J. 1\1 . F in l ey ,
Mef iuda But ler.
.:\1r5. \ \T. A. D a ly ,

E lizabet h Byrom.

T . .:\1. R obinson,

A n n ie E . S mi t h .
Ah io S . Wa tt ,

W . F . Eastham ,

Noeb La m ber t ,

D . E. Pease,

1846

1847

W. A. Scoggin,
C. O. H osfo rd .

r. R. Ris ley ,
H. T erw ill iger,
Sol. R icha rd s,

A . S. Co ne,

K. H . Bird ,
Doc. H a rt ley ,

R . S. l\IcEw8n .

W illi a m B. J oll y ,
S . Co ffi n ,
T . R . H i bbard ,

R . C. Gccr,
W . T . Sch oll ,
L yman Merrill,
F . A. W atts,

George H . D urh am ,
D . Caufie ld ,

A. E . W ait,
\ V. ::\1 . Me rc han t,

W . :\1. Ch ap m a n ,
J . R. D im ic k ,

J oh n A. R ich ardson,

:\Irs . N. J. Mcl'herson,
O. S . Co ne,

Ch a rles M il ler,

J oh n W . M in t o,
Plympton K ell y,

Mrs. S. B. Allphin .

Mrs. E . 1\1. Mendenhall ,
Mrs. A. W. Stowell,



1\1 . McCormick,
J ohn Ad a ir,

A . B. S t u a r t ,
::\Irs. A. J. Bird ,

G. W . F orce.
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T. J . Eck erso n ,
A. J. Moses,

Colbu rn Barrell ,

A. G. W alling,
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W. C. P ainter,
Theodore W ygant,

J. )1. Belcher,
I. H. Gove,
Williams G room s,

:\1. A. Barlow,
Jasper Wilkins,
T . A. D avi s,

I. G . D avidson,
J ohn lit!. Breck,

James McO an iel,
C. P . Bacon,

] . B. W yatt,
Robert Porter,
J. A. S lav in ,

G . C. E ise nhar t ,
T. B. Trevett ,

G . W . Woodworth,
Rev. J. \V. Miller,
S. L. Beary,

R obert Patton,

II . w. Co rbett,

T. J. E ckerson,
C. H . Mattoon,

W. H. Pope,
Geo rge F . White,
G . C. Bell,

J. P . O. Lownsdale ,
George Williams,
George L. S tory ,

II. J. Mcl n t y re,
S . A . .:\1l les .

J . S. S i m mo ns,
:\Ia j or W ard Bradford,

C: S. S il ver ,

W. L. Whi te,
W . H . .:\lusg rove,
E. A. Dean ,

A. P . DeLin ,
B. F . vrcxee,
D. A. :\lcKee,

C. C. Redman,

W. E. Long,
George A. P ease,
S. C. Ad ams,

S . A. Cl arke,
D . W . Laughlin,

R. L. Simpson,
Mrs. J ames S t ra n g ,

John Waud,
G . D . R ob.u son.

W. T. B. N icholso n,

H. A. H ogue,
F . 1\1. Arnold,
D . C. Colem a n,

David Linn,

c. G. Heuderer,
J. H. J ohnson,
Richard Williams,

S. R . Ra xter,
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J. C. Carson,
Henry F ailing,
M. C. George,

C. C . Hall,
C. H. Jennings,
F. 11. West,

H. S. Gile,
Mrs . M. L. Perham,

G eorge Abernethy,
William M asters,

J . P . Powell ,
F . V. H olman,

D . G . Olds,

O. P. Lent,
G eorge H ornbuckle,

B. P. Ca rd well,
Mrs Charles H ol m a n ,

Nancy Kent,
D . \V. Cra n d all,

] . R. Cardwell ,
H . A. Leavens,

J . R . Wiley,
G . w. Taylor,

J. S . Vaughn,
] . D. Kelly ,

J. S . Newell,
H . F . Bedwell,
E. N. Morgan,

L. 1\1. Parrish,
Margaret E . Ball,

J . C. Burnside,

J. H.Jones,
J oseph Paquet,
J ohn Mock ,
Aaron Cisco,

G us t a! Wi lson.

A. S . Glisan,
Edward Byrom.
C. P. Burkhart,

Dr. D. S id all,
E ugen e D. White,

A. G. Phillips,
Mrs. Ann a M. W orth.

J ohn Hug,
] . A . S t rowb r id ge,

T. A. Wood,
\ V. H . H. Myers,
J. B. Kellogg,

J. W. McKnight.
W. H . Gou d y ,
Nancy Miller,
N. A . Musg rove,

Annie Kent,
S. R. Smith,

G. P. G ray,
Mrs. S usa n Gill \Vhitwell .

J . M. H olston,
W ill iam S. Mitchell,

J . W . Miller,
Allen Parker,

William G a llow ay ,
H . \Vehrung,

J oseph Buchtel,
I sa ac BaH,

George C. Day,
Van R. Def.ashmutt,
J. P . W alker,

T. B. Sp ea k e,
William G. Beck,

Sophie Speake,
W . T. Kirk,
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I. M. Wag ner,
J ohn W inters,
Peter T aylor,

1. A. Hi nk le,
M rs . H . B. Gore,

E lizabeth S h a n n o n ,
Willi a m Gri ffi t h ,
Mrs. R. Scott.

A. R. Bu rban k ,
C. W. Brya n t,

W . J . Eastabrooks,
Frank Dek u m ,

J ohn Con ner ,
N a n cy R aun ,

J ames ~lcCahcy,

J . A. McW hirt e r,
T . B. Newman,
,V. D . Hare,

W . II. Pope,
H. K . H ines,

J ohn Epperly,
H. D. McGui re,

Mrs. W . F . Kirk ,
J. W . Wilson,

Jam es F . Fa ili n g ,
Norman D arling .

J . R . K in yon,
D . W . Taylor,

W. C. R e ininger,
Fra n k Story,

E . H . Burcha rd,
E l iza het h W ade ,

Dean Blanchard,
G . H . H olsapple,

William Ch urch, j r. ,
Mrs. P . L. wuuc

1854.

Mrs. I. 1\1. W agner,
Mrs. Arv illa McG u ire,
M rs. Pe ter T ay lor.

G . C. Morgan,
J. H . Fisk ,
John Parkhill ,
w. H . H arris,

E. Pop p let o n ,
~lark Hay,

•
C. P. B ogue,

C. L. Spore,
II. R . Ki n ca id.
E . S. Gray,

D. II . H e n d ee,
W . H . Byers,

J. D. R o well,
G . lIoI. Perk in s.

C. Lafollette.
E . A. Parker,
E. D. Deady,
M rs. Man ' T. G ill ilan'.!.
C. E . Geiger,
George H. H imes.

P . A. Bates,
G. W . :K. Tay lor

George H er ral1,

L. A . K en t,
T . W . T h o mpson,

J oseph Mann,
M ary G . Bu rchard,

A. Beck,
C. C. S t ra tton ,

J ohn Mu rphy .
Chauncey D ale,



INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS

BY n O N . J OlIN M INTO.

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Pioneer A ssociation , Friends and
S uccessors of the Oregon Pioneers : W e assemble here as the arst

reunion of an assoc ia t io n formed to coll ec t and place upon reco rd
facts o f history a nd ae tsof individuals con t r ibu tory to these facts

which collec t ively form the h istory of the discovery, occupa t ion
of, and pla n ti ng civil govern men t u pon the nort h west shores o f
t h is con t inen t under the dominion of the U n ited S t ates o f

Amer ica.

The se tt lem en t of Oregon we t h us com mem ora te ex tended
over .t he area of wha t is n ow the st a t es of W ash ington, Idaho,

and Western Mo ntana, a nd incidentall y the al ien prov ince of
Br it ish Col u m b ia, as well as o ur o wn s ta t e of Orego n, which was

in a m easu re the fostering m other of these com m u n it ies as o rg a n ·
ized govern m en ts.

T he p io neers of civ il g overnment i n Oregon a re m ore fortu

n a te than any body o f m en heretofore l aboring in the sam e line
of act io n for the g ood of m ankind, in t h at the m eans o f placi ng

on record the t rue s tate of facts in rel ation to their act io n w as
never as perfec t as now.

•
A com pa r ison o f the allegory a nd m yth which h as been hand-

ed down to us relative to the formative period of the G recia n a nd
Rom an S ta tes will ind icate the immense s t r id es manki.nd h as

made in the ar t of preserving hist orical data.

\Ve are told in regard to the act io n of Com us, a leader of G recia n
colon ists, that he sowed the l and wi th dragon 's teeth, and ar med

men sp rang to its defense , as a resultant crop . The two prom i
nent leaders of R ome's h ero ic ag e, we are told, were suck led by a
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wolf. It is not worth wh ile to d iscuss t he p roba ble meaning of
these stor ies. It requi res no grea t st re ng t h of i m agina tio n to
conclude th at the d rago n 's t eeth o f th.... Grec ian allego ry m ay
mea n the hard endurance and sh arp privat ions of the p ioneer m o
thers. It req u ires eve n less imagination to concl ude t h at a ssoc i
ated effort to p rotect the Jives and property of t he T rojan set tlers
o n the banks o f the Ita lian r-i ver against wild beasts and savage
m en origin ated much as it did only fift y yea rs ago on the banks
of thi s beauti fu l Willamette. "·e h ave no reason to believe that
t he European wolf was m ore destructive to domestic an imals, which
a re the support o f early efforts of civil i zed li fe , th an was the for
mid ab le elk -wolf, wh ose ravages on the h erds and flock s o f the
earl ies t pioneers of Oregon caused the assem bling of the his tori cal
"wolf meeting," which so nouri shed the determ ina t io n o f ~he

American settlers to esta bli sh civil governmeut i n Oregon that
it was a b le to conquer it s ene mies a few m onths afterwa rd ; so t h at
figu ratively speak ing, we may say American dom in io n over Oregon
as it was in 1843, was nour ished by a wolf, as probably was early
R oman d omin io n , with the difference tha t the latter was imbued
with the ravening, predatory n at u re of the wolf, wh ich se ized and
fed u pon weaker na t ion aliti es and people, , ...-h il e the Orego n wolf
m eet ing set to work, o n th e then wild Pacific coast agencies p ro
tect ive of p roductive h u man act iv it ies which, in fif t y short years,
h av e aided in s ilenc ing the wa r-wh oop of the wild m an and the
h ow! o f the wolf over the 2 ,<XlO m iles of desert and wilderness which
then lay bet ween the M ississ ipp i ri ver and the P ac ifi c ocean,
a nd wh ich i n fifty years to co m e will make the city of Chicago more
the center of civ il ization than the ci ty of London now is.

DUTY OF THE H O(':R.

It is our business h ere today , in addit io n to the personal e njoy.
m ent of the exchange of rem iniscences o f the p ast , t o revi ve recol
lectio ns and place u pon record whatever a n y of us m ay remember
of ind i.... idual act io n, which cont r ibuted, d irectl y or indirectly, to
fill this la nd with comfortable ho m es and found this g reat a nd
stable com mercial city.

An d h ere perm it m e to say a few words in regard to the fine
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t y pe of m a n hood and b us iness energ y ) 'OU h ave recently lost f rom
your ranks in the person o f your l a t e Pres ident, W. S. Ladd. Wha t
a n object lesson to the a m bit ious, industrious youth of today is
the record h e h as m ede s ince at the age o f 17 he su bd ued to high
er usefulness fifteen acres of rock )", b rush-covered, New E ng la nd
hills ide. We have seen h im during the forty-two years of h is life
in Oregon, fostering , b)' h is en terprising sp trtt, nea r ly ever)' b ra nch
o f product ive industry, while the m o ral forces of the community
which he t hus helped build u p ha ve been supported by him with
a m ost li beral hand .

Amongst the annals of Orego n pio neers, n o page is b r igh ter
in worthy exam ple than th at writte n by the com m ittee of thi s
Association u nder the name of Will ia m Sargen t L edd.

. It is not for m e ut this t im e to trespass upon time allotted to
to those chose n to address you on th is occas ion. I will close there
fore with pressing upo n you r at ten t ion the desirabi ft ty o f fu rn ish
ing the Secretary of t h is Associat io n a n}" relics of the ho m ely life
o f the p ioneer d ays a n}' o f your rna}" yet h ave. for preservat ion ,
and to suggest also for your cons id erat ion the p ropriety o f extend
ing the p io neer age o f Orego n to cover the period of terri toria l
govern ment. This, I th ink , it wou ld be wise to d o, for alt ho ugh
every second pioneer who crossed the p la ins witb ox teams d u r in g
the ' 40 'S car r ied under b is b at the head of a sta tesman , m an y o f
ou r m os t usefu l p uhl ic m cn and m ost e n terp ris ing cit izens came
between 1850 and 1860, The p ropriety o f fost cr i ng your objects
by inviting in the a id o f d escend ants o f pioneers rna}", I think ,
also be worthy of your consid erat ion; for, t h ough the American
i nsti tu t ions of dominion o n the Pacific slope } -OU founded fif'ty
)'ears ago o n the bas ic id eas o f protect ion to life and p roper ty.
were well fo unded, there was a disturbing element Ieft which
now consti t u tes the cit}, o f Victoria, the headquar ters of men who
m ake g ai n o f sm uggling unwelco m e imm igrants and dest ruct ive
drugs across you r northern border aga i ns t your l aws to such extent
as , if con t i n ued , will force upon you r successors the quest io n o f
n ational act io n which sha ll car ry t he northern boundary of the
U n ited S ta tes to the frozen ocea n , There comes times t o nations
as well as to men when patience ceases to be a virtue.
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BY H O l" . K . L . B UTLER .

Pioneers of Oregon, Ladies and Gentlemen: On October rbth,
1873. tbis As soc iat io n beca m e a n organ ized bod y. Twenty-one
years and twent y-one sessions will soon be co mple ted. Its duration
as co m posed of true pioneer m e n and women, the home-builders
who p artic ipated in the h a rdships, toil s. d angers and p leasures o f
the lo ng j ourney and ea rl y li fe in this then wilderness of the West
must soo n co me t o a n end . They a re fast passi ng away. H ow
frequently the t id ings go fortb tha t another pio neer has passed
from a mong us. The Associ at ion m ust soon adj ou r n to meet no
m ore. F ew sh all succeed m e in the dut ies and p leasures of this

hour.

T h e yo ungest o f that gallan t band a re in the sea r and ye llow
leaf, their bent forms and whitened lock s mark the v ic tory o f T ime
- t he tomb-bui lder. T he beautiful s tory of thei r li ves a nd o f p io
neer d ays h as been told ove r and over again. The muse of h istory
h as e m ba lmed it, the polished rhetoric and en t ra nc ing eloquence
of a G rover, a Sco tt, a Deady, a Nesm ith , and many another, the
pride of the West, has given it a place a mong the co un t ry's great
even ts.

• F rom the'aos and '50S, the bards of the P aci fi c- Simpson, Henry,
E berh a rd and Cla rke-s-have g athered g arland s of never-fa il tn g
beauty, and from the noble, ch a ri table, self-sacri fici ng and si m p le
lives o f the m en and women of those days h ave g athered gems of
purest thought, and by the d iv ine witchery of poesy wroug h t them
into chaple t s fit for angels.

I thank yo u, p ioneers, for this privilege of part ic ipating in
Some small degree in co m mem orati ng tha t noble part acted by
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you in the dramatic life of t hi s big world. It is sa id that history
repeats itself. This may be true o f events h aving their or igi n
en ti re ly within the domain of m an 's intellectuality, of acts and
wo rds, the f ruitage o f his reason or passi on. But of these events,
which ace t he results of the co-act ion o f his q uali t ies and a t tri

butes, and the physical co nd ition s and forces of nature about him,
it ca n no t be t ru e. Hon. H . W. Scot t, in his ab le address of 1890.
remarks, "Phases of life pass away never to return . In t be first
sett leme n t o f a coun t ry the cond it ions of nature produce ou r cus
toms, guide our industries, fix o u r ways of life."

In a ll the a n nals of the future the s tory of your Iives.Jabors, ad
ventures and ach ievemen ts can not he repeated. By an inflex ible l aw,
like co n d it ions are necessary to like results. The co nd itions that
wrought ou t the formul a o f your lives can not recu r agalu. In the
far E ast orga n ized gover n men ts were first established. History,
from the earliest pe riod to the pres-en t , fro m the record o f eve n ts
on the shores o f the E uphrates a nd t he Nile, to those on the sh ores
of the Sacra men to and Col um bia, co ns t it u te a n unbroken ch a in
of progress ive deve lopment. It displays the boundless possibtl i
ties of our race, a nd is p rophetic o f t he great fu t ure slu m ber ing
in the years to co me. The resu lts of t he f ar Eastern civil izat ion
were absorbed in t he Grecian . The sp le ndo r of the R om a n
en lig h ten m en t was a n appropr ia t ion of all things worthy t o be
preserved from th at o f the Eg y ptia n , Assyrian a nd G recia n, F ro m
the ashes of the Eternal City boundless act iv it ies sp ra ng into
being. In the truths o f her m o ral and political philosophy m od
ern society and m ethods o f gover n men t are deeply rooted. R ome
ruled the world i n soli t a ry m aj es t y for cen tu ri es, grand , pecul iar->
a co m bi na t io n of the worst a nd bes t elements ; she was the m oth er
o f all nat io ns, the fi rst and last to h a ve u n iversa l dominio n. •

RO).IE'S DE CLINE AND F ALL.

F ro m her treasu ry o f k no wledge and t he fragments of h er vast
domain repu bl ics a nd em p ires h ave been bu iled up. B er decline
and fall was the end of the old and t he bcginn ing of the new
world . T h at old world, character ized by supers t it io n, h ate, the
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fierce passions of war, persecutions and oppression, slaughter of
men, sack and pillage of cit ies, and devastation of cou n t r ies; the
beginning of this new era of reason, j ust ice, ch a ri ty, of beneficent
methods of governmen t , recogn ition of individual rights a nd
their p rotect ion b y just and wise laws ; of freedom of conscience
and the dissemination of knowledge, a t im e when such bro ad,
deep and g rand decl arations as .. That all m en are created equal,
are end owed by their Creato r with cer ta in inalienable r ights,"
m a y be m ade and believed of all m en.

Providence conducts to m aturity b)' t h e law of un iversal life
m en, thi ngs and even ts. It suffices -i n o rder that a n old world
m ay d isappear, that c iv il izat io n , ascend ing co n t in ually toward its
m eri di a n , sh all sh i ne upon old insti tu t io ns, old prejudices, o ld
l aws, old cus to m s, that radiance burns up and devours the past.
At its i n ~uence, slowly, and wi tho u t shock , what oug h t to decay
d ecays ; what ough t to decli ne declines ; t he w rinkles o f age g ro w
over a ll d oomed t hings, over castes, codes, institut ions and rel ig 
ions.

T he enl ighten men t of t oda y is the result, the accretio n of
t hirty cen t u ries of act iv it ies of t he human intellect, o f its inven 
tions and d iscoveries. F ro m the beg in n ing the ri ver of man 's li ft"
h as broadened and deepened , from the few wise m en of the East
t o the wise n ations o f the West, Fro m poet ic m ytho log y to reason ,
philosophy and science. Truth has been added to t ruth , discov
e ry to discovery: to inscriptio ns u po n sto ne have been added vast
li b raries. F rom su perst it io n and polythe ism m an h as beco me
with n atu re's very self a n o ld acquaintunce, f ree to jest at will
w ith all her glorious m ajest y .

The troubled sou l of m an is l ike the restless waters of the
ocean-in ceaseless act ivi t y . The tide rolls o n , eve n t crowd s upon
event; h e h as never turned h is face fro m the goal of h is dest iny.
Thro ugh desola tion and 'var, the g igan tic cri mes o f rulers, he
presses o n wa rd with undiminished force. A res istl ess dest i ny ex-

•
alts him toward t he Infin it e. No great t ru th t hat h as o nce been
found b as eve r afte rwa rd been lost. T hey are each immorta l ; they
su rv ive the sh ock of e m pi re ; the s t rugg le of r ival creeds, a nd wit -
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ness the decay of successive religions. All these h av e their differ
e n t measures and the ir different s tandards. O ne se t of op in io ns
for one age, and a not her se t for a nother. They pass away like a
dream, and are as the fa bric of a v isio n.

T he discoverie s o f gen ius a lo ne rem ain , and it is to them we
owe a ll t hat we h a ve: they arc for all ages and for all time, n ever
young and neve r old ; they bear the seeds of their ow n life, they
fl ow o n in a peren n ia l a nd widening st ream . T he)' a re essentially
cu m ulat ive, and ever giv ing birth to the .ad d it io ns which they
subseq ue n tly receive, thus influenci n g the m ost distant posterity ,
and a fte r the lapse of cen t ueies p roduce m ore effect than they were
able to do even at the mo m ent of their promulg ation. Each age
is a p reparat ion for the succeed ing o ne.

T HE WOR LD ST I LL YO UKG.

If the d u ra t ion of our races upo n the earth IS to be coequal
wi th that of the preced i ng ages of a n imal or vegetable l ife, as
determined by geology ; if ou r geologica l period is to be the sa m e
in duration as thei rs h as been-and m a y we not so infer from
thc sh ad owy ev idences o f t he young scie nce i -c-man is in the m orn
i ng of his <lay. The stars t h at sang together at his b irt h are st ill
bu r ning, and the sh adows of the departing night a re st ill abo ut
h im . "Who ca n blame m e," says Tyndall , " if I cher ish the belief
that the world is st ill you ng-tha t t here are great poss ib il it ies

in s to re for it ?

I n the g rowt h of yea rs the f ru it fu l tree knits its roots deep III

the g ro und, and spreads out its b ranches clothed with foliage; the
blossoms appear and it bears its fruitage-the object and end of
it s p repara t io n. By the Infin ite the ea r th was p lan ted in the fie lds
o f space; through co un tless ages it grew, t he p repa rat ion was com 
pleted, the ear th was blessed , and it bloo med and bore its f ru itage,
and m an wal ked u pon the ear th ; from the fountai ns of infin ite
wisdom that fruit age will be n ourished , a nd there shall not be
a nyth ing in the universe th at he m ay not know. His knowledge
sha ll go furth as a fl ame, a nd he shall wal k in the light a nd not
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stumble. Says Addison, "There is not in m y opi n io n a more
pleasing and triumphant considerat io n in rel ig io n than this of
the perpetual progress the soul makes toward the perfection of its
nature without ever arriving at a period in it. To look upon the
soul as going o n from strength to strength, to consider that she is
to sh ine forever with new accessions o f glory a nd brighten to all
etern it y ; that sh e will st ill be adding virtue to virtue, and know
to knowledge, ca rr ies in 'It som et h ing wonderfullv ag reea ble to
that ambition which is natural to the mind of man."

This dawn of the aotb cen t u ry, this' rgt h day of June, 1&)3, is
the grandest day th is world has ever kno ..... n . The ri ch results of
the world's labors, discoveries and experiences in a ll ,the days of
the past a re gathered into it; every th ing worthy of preservation
has entered into its web and woof. To-morrow the world shall be
wiser by the accumulations o f to-day.

The great events of the m odern period prepared the .....ay for the
spirit of progress in discovery and invent ion. It h as grandly
displayed its energies in all lines o f thought and actio n ; o ld dog
m as in sci ence, government and religion h ave been cast aside or
cl eared of er ror ; society has been ele vated , beautified and adorned
by the resources of the mind, and by the app ropria t io n of the
forces in nature the e nlig h ten men t of all people has been m ade
possible. E very part of the ea r th h as been vis ited a nd m easured
and the dominion of the land and the sea div ided a mong the

nations.

WI SDO i\1 OF T HE FOREFATHERS,

The laws and insti tutions of a co un t ry a re the illustration
and ex pression of the social, m oral and intellectual sta t us o f the
people. \Ve a re so const it uted as that union and co-act io n with
ou r fellows are necessary t o individual success , as well as to the
a t ta in ment of the highest possibilities o f ou r race . lIenee or
gan ized society or gove rn ment is of the utmost iruportence.
Deeply impressed with th is truth, the wi ses t and best of ever)'

age h ave labored to perfect a syste m that will unite and foster
the e ne rgies o f the people and the resources of the co un t ry . From
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these sources and the fullness of their o wn wisdom the forefathers
wrought a system of government out of the purest and best prin 
ciples. That system was adopted by our people, and we have be
co m e from a few struggling colonies a puissant Dation. By that
system the wbole people are made participants in the affa irs o f
the daily life of the nation. Party organizations ere the nee
esss ry result, h ence our government, in its structure and adminis
tration, may be defined to be the co nst itu t ion and the political
party orga n ized within its limitations. Parties are not, then
menaces to the peace and prosperity of the country , but watchmen
un its battlements. They are its sa fety props and defences.
F ervency in party co n fl ic t means with us a n intense progressive
national life. In republics, actio n is life, inaction, death; there
must be progression o r energy . Vigilance in repubfics is the
p ri ce of liberty. With us, the m ore vigilant the m ore worthy the
citizen, We a re called a nation of politicians. So long as it is
true, ou r government will endure. The voice o f o ne ci t izen m ay
m ove the h earts of hi s co u n t ry men. Our people observe the
words and acts o f all those who would assum e au thor it y in st a te
o r nation. A government so co nsti t uted and directed by an en 
Hghtened public op in io n cannot but be first in war and first in
peace a mong the nations of the ear tb. All other governments in
their st ruct u re and administration are concrete; ou rs m ore nearly
a bst ract , o r a system of principle. The co nst it u t ion o f the U n ited
S tates is the m ost g lo r ious consum mation of hum an wisdom.
Says Winthrop: " Like o ne of those wonderful rocking sto nes
reared by the Druids, which the fi nger of a ch ild might vib ra te
to its cen ter, yet the might o f a n arm )' co u ld not m ove f rom its
place, ou r const it ut io n is so nicely poi sed and balanced that i t
seems to sway with every breath o f opin io n, ye t so fir m ly rooted
in the h earts and a ffec t io ns o f the people that the wildest s to rm
of t reaso n a nd fanatici sm break over it in vain," By this won
derful exper imen t o f self-government the world is being in

st ructed .

T HE :\IONEY QUEST ION.

Based o n the eternal principles of ri ght and j ustice, t he eq ua l 
ity o f m a n, the individual right of life,libcrty an d the pursuit of
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happiness, and that governments derive all their just powers
from the consent of the governed, the wisdom of a prophet alone
may see the end and fix the boundaries o f its possibilities. Says
Webster : .. If we are true to our co un t ry and generation, and
those who come after us shall be true t o it also, assuredly we
sh all eleva te her to a pitch of prosperity and happiness, of honor
and power, never reached by a ny n ation beneath the su n. By her
the waters of the river of human progress sh a ll be broadened and
deepened and m ade purer. Our noble people, disenthralled and
encouraged, will lead h er on and o n fro,m victory to vi ctory, from
glory to glory, until the co nst it u tion , now good, not perfect, sh all
grow to be and become the pride of the world. Un t il all that is
thrown like a Ch inese wall around thought, around co m merce,
around industry, a ro und n ationali t )", a ro u nd progress, will crum 
ble, until with Adam Smith the world sh all know that m oney is
of no possible use to nations except t o c ircu la te their riches ; when
the scepter sha l1 depart from King Gold" and the iron from out
the hearts of m en, until the world sh a ll no m ore think of digging
in the earth or tunneling in the rock for such m easures o f value
than for principles of l aw or m orals, or for words to enable an
exch a nge of thought; until the fiat or sup reme will of an e n li g b t 

ened people shall determine all things, though written on parch
ment a nd not o n gold ; until no exigency in n ature shal1 gove rn .
except those supre me exigencies of the human intellect; until the
happi ness a nd pro sperity o f society sha l t no longer depend upon
the presence or absence or q ua n t ity of a ny subst a nce in n ature,
hut alone a n the gloriou s resources of m an's o wn great soul; u nt il
ou r coun t ry 's power and dominion shall bll the W estern h emis
phere and the British provinces, a nd the sta tes of Mex ico become
sta tes in the Un ion; until she sha ll be the arbiter o f nations.

S i nce the reunion of I !:I9I the beaut iful a ngel h as called m any
fro m the pioneer ra nks to the be tter cou n t ry, where the s il ver
co rd is never loosed uor the go lden bowl never broken. Medorem
Crawfo rd, J ames Winston, W. S. Ladd, Matthew P. Dead y, William
C. :\lcKay , Ll oyd Brooke, W. W. Chapm an, Fred Sch wat k a, A. W .
Lucas a nd Charles T aylor h ave fini shed their work and passed
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from the h eat a nd d us t of life. In the death of these p ioneers
the record of noble lives h as been co m pleted ; brave, st u rd y m en,
they were will ing to do a nd bear all things in the m easure o f
their power, and "Life's h ardest lesson, without groa n , to suffer
and endure." T heir n ames a re interwoven with the history of the
Northwest; men of thought a nd action, whole-hearted and en te r
prising, they were promoters of it s development a nd the welfare
of the people. Of each it m ay be said :

"He h as done the work of a true m an,
Crown him , honor him, love him :
'Veep ove r him tears of women,

S toop manlies t b row above h im."

Venera ble pioneers, you h ave acco m plished much ; you r work
is m emora ble. The results determine its val ue to the co un try
a nd the world. Three s ta rs were lighted i n t he g lor ious co nstel
l ation of states that sh all bu rn with incees tng bri g h t ness while
the Unio n shall end ure. Three s ta tes com mem o rate your lives ;
who co uld wish a m onu men t m ore m ag nificen t ? Co m pared to i t
how m ean that record in the co m m on storehouse of history. E m 
balmed ill the ferven t love and gratitude of your ch ild ren , the
m em ory of you r lives and labors will never fade. You h ave left
foot p ri n t s o n the sa nd s of t ime wh ich no wave of o bli v io n can
efface wh ile the beau tiful n ame of our s tate, O rego n , sh a ll be

spoken by men.



OCCASIONAL ADDRESS

BY SE Y M OUR W . CON DO N , E SQ .

iffr. President, H onored Pioneers of Oregon, L adies and Gentle
men:-Oregon's pioneer history is to m any before m e a
matter largely o f personal recollections, and m an y of yo u

•
possibly participated in som e of its m ost memorable even ts. I am
therefore reminded that I m ay have undertaken II m ost d ifficult
t ask in endeevortng t o interest you for even a shor t time in a su b 
ject so familiar t o you in its d etails, and so often canvassed o n

occas ions like the present one. I h ave accepted a m ost generous
i n vi tatiou, not in the hope of being able to add an ything o f sp ec
i al historic v alue, but as a representa tive of Oregon's n ative sons,

who a rc beneficiaries of you r perseverance and energy. I may with
propriety say som et h in g of you r work in lay in g here the founda
t io n of this great co m mo n wealth .

It occu rs t o m e that n o m ore appropriate occa s io n for this
cou ld present itself than here, in the presence of so m any h onored

m en and women, whose names are interwoven with the history of
the st a t e, and who have d one so much t o creat e an d preserve it .

There h as been m uch in ou r p ioneer history t o mak e it not

o n l y interesting, but unique. It has been rich in ex h ib it ion s of
b rave and generous m anhood and womanhood ; its p ioneer h omes
not o n ly abou n d in a proverbi al h ospitality-

.. ""here every st ranger
Fou nd a r eady chair"-

Bu t in m en and women of broad cap ac it y , intellectual force
and noble cha racter. Men and wom en cap a b le o f ca rryi n g i n t o

practical execu tion the founding of a state-fa r removed, as was
this, f rom ever)' recognized cen ter of c iv ilized li fe.
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They could do this, for they bro ug h t with them-acro ss a great
continent, ove r m ountain barriers , and down through almost
pathless forests, to the ve ry sho res of the Pacific-that love of
country and devotion to liberty that had built up the h omes and
institutions of New E ngland , and h ere as there, the family h earth
s tone became the cen ter and sou rce o f co urageous act ion not o n ly
but the source of a s t ro ng ind iv id uali ty, the e ffects o f which, ou t 
live m en, and will ex ist when the last pioneer sha11 h ave been la id
beneath the so il o f h is adopted state. It was this h ome life, as
distinguished f rom purely m ercenary e m ploymen ts, that made
Oregon aud preserved her to the republ ic. H er frontier homes, he r
agriculture beginnings, her seed wheat ana fanning implements,
formed a co lon izing influence with wh ich the trapping, half ci vil 
ized life o f the British subject co u ld not successfu lly co n tend for
final m astery.

TH E A MERrCAN SY STEM .

'Wh ile the Hudson 's Bay Co m pa ny held the co un t ry for a g reat
ga me preserve, Amer-ican homes were being es tab l ished, l and
cleared a nd cro ps planted. And h ad not polit ical insinceri ty
forced the issue o f the No rt h western boundary at a n un fortunate
time, when co m prom ise seemed a necessity and, in the opin ion
of som e, a m atter o f nation al honor, it is poss ible that the n atu ral
evolution of eve n ts would h ave ripened the t itle o f the Uni ted
States to a n even g reater territory than was secu red in the final
set t le men t h ad. The interests of the Hudson 's Bay Com pany were
secured by a royal char ter. The solit udes" where ro lled the Ore
g on" were, for its co rpora te use, to remain intact , save as these
c h ar ter privileges were exerc ised in the ex tensio n of the fur trade.
Private h olders in land .....e re d iscountenanced, as tend ing to e n 
croach on the g am e supply. It was the Amer ican pioneer who
founded h omes based upon honorable fa mily ties ; who pl anted
c ro ps and gathered h arvests ; who built and m aintained ch u rches
and school-houses. The unfolding of such a civ ilizat ion was such
as to bring Oregon, n aturally . into the sisterhood of s ta tes, and
under the flag of the Union , [rather than to permit her devel
o pment into a British province.

•
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There is no longer any frontier to be brought under the do
minion of m an. Commercial c it ies h ave sprung up upon the sh ores
o f the Pacific; railways and telegraph lines have broug h t us into
close touch and sympathy with the com m erce and thought of the
<c iv il ized world. The work of the pioneer is acco m plish ed ; there '
can never be an y m ore true pioneers upon t h is co ntinen t. But a
few years and the last o f those now remainl ng will be gone. T he
absence of o nce familiar faces a t these reu nions tells it s sto ry, and
the whitened heads of those yet rem a ining eloq uen tly em pha
s izes it.

The m en who came to O rego n even i n 1852, at the age of 21
yea rs, are now over 60 yea rs of age. T here are no you ng men among
them. S ince yo ur l ast a n nua l reunion a number of O regon 's p ro m 
inent pioneers h ave gone to th at unknown co un t ry , whose border
m arks the e nd of huma n toil a nd aspira tio n . One who indelibl y
impressed his h onored n ame upon the jurisprudence of the st ate
from its early history, and who was a valued p atron of its ed uca
tional and literary effort ; another whose business success was a
blessing to his st a te; whose fi nancial p rosperity was the result of
g rea t undertakings- beneficial t o the public ; who was widel y
known as a generous p ublic benefactor, who em p loyed h is wealth
l argel y to cry st all ize into practical good the impulses of a n oble
c h arac ter.

N E VE R FORGOT T HE F L AG.

Much h as from time to time been said a bou t the m otives
wh ich led o ur pioneers to mig rate to this coast , a nd h ow m uch
disinterested patriotism h ad to do with its early set tlem en t . Co n 
c ed ing that self-better m en t and n at ura l love of fro nt ier li fe were
the ruli ng m otives, di st ance and isolation never lessened the devo
tion of the people of O rego n to their gover n me nt , and nowhere
did the flag of the un ion eve r awaken a m ore loyal Iove th a n when
it fl oated over the soil of Oregon , reclaimed and foreve r ded ica ted
to co nsti tu tional liberty .

Frontier l ife h a s al ways h ad it s ch arm. appea l ing t o som e of
the higbest and most hero ic impulses in men, where m a r; ca n be



4° TWENTY-FIRST ANNUAL RE UNION

free from the pressure of art ificia l life. and se l f-betterment is the
working o u t of a n en noblin g principle-promoting an individu
a li t y t h at raises a m an above the tiresome level-and m akes him
vi sible . th rough bis personal ity. Weak ch a rac ters seldom found

• t heir W 8)" t o Oregon before the advent o f co m fo rtable transporta-
tion.

ERRONEOUS D 1PRESSIONS.

It req uired grit t o get here in those days. T he o ld p revaili ng
criticisms of tbe .. Oregon co u n t ry ," as it was call ed , a re cer ta in ly
u nique, and o fte n border o n th e grotesque. A leading E n g li sh
paper declared that the wbole :t errito ry , o ut of which has s i n ce
been ca rved a Dum ber o f p rosperous s ta tes, was not wortb £ 20,000
per year ! Tom Benton sa id in 1825: .. The ridge of the Rocky

mounta ins m ay be n amed without o ffense as a na t u ral an d ever
lasting bou nd a ry . Along the back o f thi s ridg c the western lim it s
o f the repu bl ic sh ou ld be d rawn ." And W inth rop , in, 1844. in the
Un ited States sena te, quoted th is from Beu to n, and g ave it th e sea l

o f his a p p rova l.

The Ed inburg h Rt": 'i n l ' sole m n ly prophes ied that in a fe w y ea rs
all t h a t Jived in the cou n t ry would be s up p la n ted by a mixed
wh it e a nd h a lf-breed population, degenerat ing into barbari sm.

This estimate might h ave been ver ifi ed if, in s tead of the Ameri
can h ome-builde r, the Bri t ish t rapper had prevai led in the race
for con t rol. There was so met hing really a musing i n the preva il 

ing ideas o f t h is coast e n ter t a ined by E astern peop le at t he time
of th e Oreg on con t ro versy, no r h ave t h ey ever been entirely erad 
icated, A promine nt c it izen of t h is st a t e receutly rece ived a le t 
t er from an Eastern m an, who con tem p la ted a remova l to Orego n
with his family , b ut h ad been deter red by rumors that Mount

H ood was in a s ta te o f e rup t ion and d esired to know whether
th at fact would m ake it inadvisable.

Chancello r Ke nt , in the secon d volume of his co m men taries

o n American law, in d isc uss in g" the jurisdiction o f cou rt s, sa id in
1826 : " I( the govern ment of the U n ited S t a tes sh o u ld ca r ry ou t

the p roject o f colon iz ing the great valley o f the Columbia o r Ore-
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gon river, it would afford a subj ect of grave consideration what
would be the fu ture civil and political destiny of that coun t ry .
It would be a long time before it would be populous enough to
be created into o ne or more independent states, and in the m ean 
time, upon the doctrine t aught by the ac ts of co n g ress, and by
the judicial decisions of the supreme court, th e colonists would be
in a s ta te of m ost co m plete subo rd in at ion. * * * Such a s ta te
of absolute sove re ig n ty on the one hand-and of absolute depen
dence o n the other- is not congenia l with the free a nd indepen
dent sp ir it of ou r nat ive institut ions and the est ab l ish ment of
d is tan t territ orial governmen ts, ru led accord ing to will a nd pleas-

•
ure, would h ave a very natural tendency, as all p roconsular govern-
ment h ave had, to abuse and op press io n." And in a foot note that
gifted author rec ites that Cice ro in his ora t io n for the Manilian
law describes in g lowing co lors the a buse and opp ressio n co m m itted
by Roman m agistrates exercising ci v ll and military power in the
distant p ronnces.

A .:\IISTAKE O F W EBSTER.

During the debate in the Uni ted S tates se na te upon the North 
west boundary question, Daniel Webster counseled a com pro m ise
upon the 49th parallel, as tend ing best t o maintain the peace and
honor of both co un t r ies interested. His estimate, placed upon
the co m mercia l im po rt a nce of the Columbia river, found ex pres 
sion in a remarkable co m pa ri son between it and the S t. j oh n river,
fo rming a portio n of the no rt heast bou nda ry. H e sa id th at the
St. J ohn was t o be free to citizens of Maine for the transportation
down its s t ream of all unm anufactured ar t icles.

" He b ad heard, he sa id , " a vast deal latel y of the immense value
and importance of the ri ver Co lu m b ia and its navigation . llut
asserted, that for a ll purposes o f human use, the S t . J ohn was
worth a hundred t imes as m uch as the Co lum bia was or ever
would be. Tha t in poin t of m agnitude it was o ne of the m ost
respectable rivers on the Eastern side o f tha t part of America.
That it was lo nger than the Hudson a nd as large as the Delaware.
And as if to clinch his arg umen t for it s superi ori ty ove r the Co -
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lumbia, added t ha t it was a river wh ich had a m outh t o it, a nd
that, in the opin ion of so me, was a thing of some importance in

the m atter o f ri vers.

H e a rgued that it was n avigable f ro m the sea by s teamboats
to a g rea ter dist ance than the Colum bia, and, unlike the Colum
bia, ra n through a good co un t ry . Hut he see ms to h ave based
his com pa r ison o f the value of it s com m erce with t hat of the Co
l um bia upo n the di fference between the value of the devel oped
lumber t rade o f t h at region and of the Curs shi pped f rom For t
Vancouver to the P aci fi c. I n compari ng the co u n t ry tri but ary
to the two rivers, he sa id l and was to be found in the Aroos took
valley wh ich h ad yielded as h ad been sta ted t o him o n the best
authority , m ore than forty bushels of whea t to the acre!

I NDUST RI AL COMPARISONS.

O regon h as ceased to m arvel at crops y ielding fo rt y bushels
to the acre, and Dan iel Webster , if a living vi si tor a t the world 's
fai r, would no doubt sh a re the popula r belief curren t there-tha t
Oregon wheat exhibi t ed h as been swe lled by art ificia l process.
The commercial value o f the historic St. J ohn rive r pales bes ide
that of our own g reat Colu m bi a .

It runs in a cl imate o f ex t re mes vary ing fro m 100 deg rees
a bove to 20 degrees belo w zero. T h e gulf st ream bathes the sou th 
e rn coast o f Ma ine- but her la kes and r-ivers are ice-bou nd f rom
Decem ber to Ap ril.

T he Colum bia is five times the le ng th of the S t . Joh u. T he
n atural obst ructio ns to nav igation in the S1. J ohn are 1110re f re
quent and nearer it s m outh tha n in the Col umbia, and the area
d ra ined by it s waters s in ks in to compara t ive ins igni fi ca nce.

Co n templated improvemen ts o n the Columbia will ope n up
o ne thousand m iles of co nt i n uous waterway- - in to the inter ior o f
the con t i ne n t- f ro m the sea. T he dra i nage area o f the Colu mbia
is g reater t han t he aggregate a rea o f all the Ne w England S ta tes,
the Mid d le States , Maryland a nd Virg inia .



TWENTY-FIRST AXN UAL REUNIO~ 43

The Oregon of today would be, indeed, a rcvelat ion to those
who o nl y knew Portland as an uninteresting h amlet, inferior to
Scottsburg, o n the Um pqua, and seve ra l o the r poin ts in the state
in po int of population and trade; to whom the waters of t he
Co l um b ia seemed an endless waste, as it flowed in quiet, ceaseless
power to the sea, bearing no co m merce UpOIl its bosom and g iv ing
back no echoes save the lonely fall o f the wood m a n's a x o r the
low ch an t o f the Indian ; to whom the Willamette seemed d ream
ily to stea l its way through a veritable paradise, unscarred by an)'
ind icia of p r ivate possession or o wnersh ip ,

We who today measure the progress o f our s tate, know little
of its possib ili t ie s. Nature's God seems to have lavished upon
O rego n t he ri chest and m ost end u..ing gi ft s . Her u ndeve loped
resources a re such as to m ake h er o ne of the g randest co m mon 
wealths in the Un io n. H er h arbors are yet t u be im p roved, her
mineral, coal and timber wealths to be developed, her foothills to
bc m ade productive. Down the valley of the Wil lam et te a nd
upon the broad Col um bia will be borne her eve r-increas ing pro-.
ducts. The g reat em p ire of Eastern O rego n , with in fifteen yea rs ,
h as developed a t rade in a singlc product-that of wool-that has
made its gateway cit y upon the Co lum bia, T he Dalles, t he largest
or igi nal sh ipp ing point for wool in the Itnited Sta tes, and t he
cereal product o f E astern Oregon yearly crowds the facilities fo r
transportation. When the locks at the Cascades of the Co lu mbia
shall be co m ple ted and the o bs t ructions at The Dalles no longer
presen t 8 barrier to sh ip men t to th e sea ; wben a new pathway
f rom ocea n to ocean is opened by m eans of the N ica ragua ca na l,
her products will easily a nd cheaply fi nd the m arkets of the

world.

PROGR E SS UKI FORML Y STEADY.

The temper of o ur people h as not a lways bee n such as to fav
or the Investment of capi tal in the develop men t o f o u r resources,
The flow of imm igration and capital h as been , by the superio r
energ y of our s ister co m mon wea lths upon the north and sou t h ,
la rgely directed f rom us. Yet there h as been s teady progress,
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wh ic h under m o re favorable circumstances will develop in to phe
nom e nal g ro wt h. T hese m ore favorable ci rcumstances will co m e.
and with t hi s ad vancement a m ore complex soci al order will pre
vail. T he co nd it ions ot individual success will be more and m ore
exacting , for-

Wh ere by t h e bonds o f n a t u re f e ebly held,
:'>Iind combats mind, r ep e lli ng a nd repelled,
F ermen t s a rise, impri son ed facti on s r oa r,
Re pressed a m b nt o n s t ru ggJt.·s r ou nd t h e shor e
'Ti ll , over wrough t , th e g en eral system fe els
Its motion s top , or Ir e u ay fir e th e w h e e ls .

But to m eet these m ore com p le x co ndit ions, there wil l sp ri ng
up a better o rg a n ized philanthropy, a m ote zealous ap p l icat ion of
j ust la ws and a s im p le r and purer ap plication of t h e p rincip les of
hum a n brotherhood, ad d ressed to the alleviatio n of h um an con 
di t ions and the extensio n of t rue philan thropy. We d o not be
li eve t h at t his g reat and free republi c h as reached t he ze n it h o f
its g reat ness o r power or grandeur. And h ere in Oregon, above a nd
beyond the beaten , dust y h igh ways of life. these m ou nta ins will
al ways st and , lifti ng the t houg h ts and purposes of men.

And when the l ast s t a r sh a ll h ave been added to the field o f
b lue-emblem atic of t he birth of st ates-upon t h is co n t inent ;
when m ill ion s dwell where there are now t h ousands ; wbe n you
and I h ave returned to t he elements and been forgotten, these g rand
m ount a ins will i nspi re and t hese grea t rivers will broaden t he
m inds o f m en. And if there be o ne spot beneath t h e s tars whe re
human asp ira t io n shall be bes t di rected, let us be lieve t hat it m a r
be here, in ou r own Orego n, a s ta te whose found ations. are laid in
t h e ru g ged courage of h er pioneers, p reserved in t rue fidel ity and
t o be perpetuated o n ly in t h e in tell igence a nd nobility of her
c it izensh ip .



NINETY-THREE

BY S . A . C L A R K E

The roll o f the seasons h as brought us June
And birds, with their roundelay :

With its vo ices a ttuned t o .It s wondrous runes
•

The sp ri n g tim e has passed away ;
It is as it was when O U T steps were bent
In the o ld en time for the Occid en t !

W e then were as you n g as we n ow are o ld
Oldened by grief and by care ;

We all were then bold, and ou r h earts pure gold
W as undimmed by li fe's dull wear ;

W e g athered o u r h erds an d m arshalled O U T tra ins
What cou nted we then for m ountains or plains !

We st ill love the songs of the olde n t imc
Life al ways must love its S p r ing

For the frosty rime of ou r age will ch ime

With memories June can bring ;
So we gather together for greeting t o- d ay
T o dream of the h opes of Life's far a way May!

T h e years are far behind lIS

The years we proudl y know
By days and d eeds that bind us

T o the t imes o f long ago :
T he years so bl est, with a ll their fears .

W ith all the ir toils and p a in s ,
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The trying years of all life's years
That brought us o'er the plains!

Some crossed the stormy water,
Som e journeyed here by land;

Columbia's ch ild ren sought her
By ocean and by st rand ;

Their m otto, with Columbus,
Was ever, "On and on,"

'Til autumn sunsets found us
At home-our goal won!

But now, life's golden morrows
Are fading in the West;

The years have left their sorrows
F or some who are at rest;

The seasons, with their ch a nges,
Have mane the ripened years

Through which the m elting ranges
Send down their floods of tears;

The youth and prime of long ago
Wear hoary heads to-day,

And fairest maids, we used to know,
Are matrons grave and gra)'.

And still the grand old m ountains.
Look down on fruitful so il ;

Their snows still swell the fountains
Th at quench the thirst o f toil ;

The rivers yet are flowing
T o reach the western sea,

And summer su ns are glowing
On hillside and o n lea.

But now they see fa ir valleys
Gem med with ten thousand homes;
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And, where the west wind dallies,
Now rise the city's domes ;

And where the unknown rivers •
Once rolled past realms of sh ade,

The golden su n r ise quivers
On palaces o f trade :

The navies of the Ori e n t
And ocea ns far away,

Are anchored h ere, with sa ils unbe n t ,
On Argos quest t o-day ;

•

The glamour of the lightning's fl ash- 
The hiss of fretful steam-

Are see n in yo nder m ountain pass,
Or o n the prairies gleam ;

And, in the h alf-gone ce n t u ry,
Wh ile we h ave turned to gray,

Our brain and brawn wove history
That clothes these scenes t o-d ay.

We found a leafy wilderness
Broad sp read and fair to v ie w;

We felt the su m mer sun 's ca ress,
'Mid scenes and g races new ;

H ere, n estled by the river fl ows,
The Indian village lay ;

There, n ature, in her cal m repose,
H ad a n tle red h erds a t play!

We lea ve a land of ch u rc hes, a nd
A st ate wi th h omes and school s ;

Where wild deer roved the h arvest s s t and.
A nd here Co lum b ia rules ;

The snowy ranges now look down
Upon eart h 's h app iest d ay,

And h ome and o rcha rd , field and town,
Replace pri m ev al sway.

47
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And this fair land might long have been
Untamed, if t oiling trains

Of women brave and s t alwar t men
Had never crossed the plains!

The gray beards now a re massing,
And furrowed faces here

All tell how time is passing
With ever)' Pioneer.

F ew years a re yet before us,
Our life seem s far behind;

But glamour will co me o'er us
And call the past to mind,

Again we stem the t orrent,
. Or h old the lone night guard,

As over loved and loving ones
We keep our watch a nd ward ;

We cross the plains and prairies,
Or co m bat with the foe;

We clim b the frowning ranges
To realms of frost and snow ;

We tread the p arching deserts,
O r, with a s il en t tread,

We weep for those loved dearest
As we leave behind our dead .

Then, after dangers m anifold ,
We find these regions blest-

The land of which our hopes h ave told
The vales of farthest 'Vest!

Al as! the glamour fades aga in
Ou r eyes fo rget to gIow-

So m any who were with us then
These scenes no longer k now;

F or now, a m id the silences,
Our co m rades are at rest;
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They who gave life it joyousness
Many we loved the best

H ave crossed the mystic river,
Un t il a kindred throng

Are waiting there to welcome those
Who ca m e the Plains along!

Soon we, t oo, must cross over,
And then that p ast will be

T o future cycles o n ly
An old-t i m e memory ! . •

Vet, through the co m ing ages,
Where sch ools or alta rs ri se-

When songs or stor ied pages
Shall n ame those ea rly ties

In ep ic verse or cl assic prose
The legend sh all be told,

To honor-'till the ages close
The Pioneers of Old !

And time sh a ll st ill to the ages thrill
Of deeds by the m others done ;

That m ade men st ro ng by cheer and by so ng
As t hey m arched with the Westing sun ;

That wife a nd fair m aid by kindly words sa id ,
And bravest of heart each day,

By the m orning's light and the ca m p fir e's night
Drove weari some thoughts a way.

H ow a woman's hand in a desert land
By m ag ic of t ouch ca n thrill ;

H ow her k indly eye by its sym pat hy
Can banish the fear of ill!
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So, when men sh all ch eer for the Pioneer
And words due of praise are paid;

Let the minstrels play and the poet's lay
Yield fealty to matron and maid !

Life's tide is eb bing with us now;
We near the silen t stream

Where Lethe a nd Nepenthe fl ow
T o end life's troubled dream.

Your names are writ upon the page
That history must record ,

And early patriot or sage
Will WiD his due reward.

With humble heart and reverent o ne,
You n ow that past may view,

For you have builded- a nd h ave done
Far better than you knew .

There was a wondrous prov idence
Inspired you as you trod ;

You were the fateful inst rum en ts
To work the will o f God!

H e led and guided then you r ways
And held you in His band,

So lift your hearts in th ankfu l praise
That you won this fair land !

Some sh ips a re lost o n wrecking shore
Amid the breaker's foam t .

And so m e are swallowed t'p before
The cyclone's fearful doom ;

While others, as t heyEanchored lie,
Are rotting hulls ' neat h idle sky !
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Some good sh ips sa il o n favoring seas,
Where wind and wave befrie nd,

Deep freighted with eart h 's argosies
To reach the ir j ourney 's e nd ;

So you through baffling seas have passed
To reach a peacefu l h aven at last !

May Fait h's sure a n chor hold you fas t!
When Time's l ast voyage shall co me,

When all life's toils a nd dan~ers past
The a ngel calls you home-

T hen may you each find wait ing near
A Haven that claims the Pioneer !

we m eet, perchance, to m eet no m ore!
Life's fr iendsh ips are but sho rt;

Some soon m ay reach the Other S ho re
And anchored lie in port ;

We here to some we love full well
Ma y g ive Eart h's l ast H ail a nd Farewell!
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MRS. WHITMAN'S LETTERS

[ An add it ional number o f the letters wri tten by Mrs. Nar
c issa W hi t man to her rel atives in New York, h ave recently been
secu red, together with some very impor t ant o nes from Dr. Whit
m an h imself, inci dentally alludi ng t o m atters which of l ate years
h ave been the subject of much cont roversy. T he o rig in als o f the
letters i n this pamph let, as well as those in the Transaction s of
tbis Associat ion for 1891, are in m y possession as a permanent
co n t ri bu t io n to the arch ives of ou r Associa tion. At my earnest
solicit at ion they were donated to us by M rs. Harriet P. J ackson,
a s ister o f Mrs. Whitman, who lived a t Oberlin, Ohio, in 1&)3,
t o whom we o we a vote of than ks. The letter o f R ev. H. H.
Spaldin g. to Mrs. Whitman's father, g iv ing pro ba bly the first ac 
count of the m assacre, a lso appea rs in this pamphlet.- G Eo. H.

HIMES, Secretary.]

V AK COUVER, J uly r r t h , 1843.

lJfy B el oued Sisler j ane:- Your letters of March'and April , '42,
I received about three weeks s ince, and can assu re you 1 was no t
a little rejo iced in hearing from you, they being the fir st I h ave
received from you since March, '40, by Mrs. L ittlejohn. I h ave
written you and E d ward seve ra l times s ince- indeed , I a l ways
write you every oppor tun ity , whether ) ' OU get them or not. I
heard of the death of dear s ister Judson last Sep tem ber th rough
L awyer Divin, but no particulars until your let t ers cam e. About
the sam e time o ne came from poor brother Judson, the o nl y o ne
I have received from him or Maty Ann s ince '39. My last from
dear parents and H arriet was in September, '40 ; so you see I have
not the means of knowing but little about )'ou a ll , yet I trust that I
a m truly thankful for that little. It is a g rea t cord ia l to-rue. I
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love you a lJ with a n undying love, a nd eve ry fresh breeze I re
ceive fans it into a burn i ng fla me. I feel not the least dispos i
tion to sh ed a tear o n dea r si ster Judson's account, but rather to

rejo ice that she is so safely h arbored in the bosom of h er and
our Saviour's love; but for the sake o f t hose who sti Jl li ve and
whom she m ight he the means of lead ing to Ch r ist , I could m ourn
a nd weep in bitterness of sou l. I rej oice, too, that the sustain ing
g race of God was so m a n ifest to her beloved bereaved husb and ,
a nd ou r dear p aren ts, as well as you a ll , under the affl ictive dis
pensat ion. M}' first thought when I beard of her death was t h a t I
should be t h e next to go ; but it m ay he ot herwise, t h e-Lord o n ly
knows. This I do know, His time will be the best time, and m y
ch ief concern is, and shall be, to be ready a nd have m y work done
and well done. Bu t 0, what a poor weak creature I a m ; how l i t
tIe I ca n do to g lo r ify H is g reat Na m e. W h at poor returns I m ake
de H)- for H is unbounded goodness to m e. If I am saved I a m sure
it will not , it cannot, be because o f a ny in t rinsic worth in me. o r
an.r of rn y fri ends, but solely and alone for H is sake who g ave His
ow n life a ra nso m to save a lost world.

Deer J ane, I h ave the privifege o f o nce m ore addressing you
f ro m Vancouver where] am spending a little time ver y ple asan t ly,
and wh ere I a m Iavo re..d with t he medical advice and treatm en t
of t wo very able physician s, Doctors Ba rclay and Tolm ie. It will
soo n be seven yea rs s ince ] first saw this p lace. I should not be
h ere now if m y husband h ad not gone b orne and left me, or, I
sh ould h ave said. if my hea lth bad been su ffi cien t fo r me to h av e
con tinued at m y post of la bor a mong the Indians. Doctor White,
t he gove rn men t India n age n t o f this cou n t ry. ad vised m e to a,.. a il
myself of thi s oppor t u n ity to rid m yself f rom care and la bor, come
here and a t tend to the ad v ice of Doctor Barclay for the perfec t
restoration of m y h ealth , an n I have no reason to regret it so fa r. J

feel that my health is improving , I hope, permanen tly.

You speak of ~Jr. and Mrs, Abernethy. I have seen your lette r
t o them and h ave o n ly seen him a shor t time since I h ave been
h ere. I hope to sec them bot h in a few d ays, for I am wait ing a
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co n ven ien t opport un it y to go t o the Willamette, where I ex pect
to visit t he different members of the Mission and spe nd a pleas
ant season am ong them. The two Mi ss ions are three hundred
miles apar t and it is no t easy to visit back and forth, espec ially
where a ll h ands a re full of business eac h in h is own field o f
labor.

You al m ost m ake m e feel , from your letters, t ha t you will
accep t of my invitation and come ove r and live with m e and h elp
m e teach the poor Indians. Indeed ! are you not now al m ost h ere
with m y beloved h usband ? T he timedraws nea r when I hope to
see his dear face aga in, and O ! am I to greet a beloved sister with
him, and , perhaps, a dear b ro ther, too ? I know not what inex
pressible j oys or sor rows are before this frail, trembling h eart of
mine ; I feel that I could not su rvi ve an excess of e ither, m y ner
vo us system is so m uch impaired. But I k now assu red ly that t he
sa me grace tha t h as sust a in ed m e hitherto under fiery trials, i s
able and will susta in i n time to com e. I a m in H is hand. The
nine months p ast that 1 h ave been sep arated fro m m ,>, precious
husband , h ave been m o nths of His spec ia l favors t o m e in this
dreary land of h eathenish dark ness. The sacr ifi ce, if I m ay call
it so, h as been a very g rea t o ne-m uch m ore so than I at fir st
thought it co u ld be, even t o exceed that of leaving my native
land and beloved f ri ends, and coming t o dwell a m o ng t he b ea
then. But the precious promises h ave- been fulfi lled in my case
leavi ng all for Ch rist 's sake, as .r trust I did in com ing to t h is
co u n t ry, and freely co nse n t ing to be left so feeble and lonely
in such a lonely s it uat ion, by m y e ar t h ly p rotec tor, m y husband.
I feel that I h ave indeed received manifold m ore in th is present
t ime with an assured h ope of receivi ng in the world to Come life
eve rlasting.

I a m pleased to h ear so good an acco un t o f dear E.'s progress
i n st ud y and p ie ty , and sincerely h ope h e will be a useful and
devoted Christian min ister. I wish h e would write m e m ore, for
his o wn sake as well as m ine.

Miss] a ne A. Prentiss,
Cuba, Alleghany Coun ty ,

New York, U. S. A.
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W AULATPU....OREGON T E RRI 'rORY,
Apri l rath , 1844. }

lily B eloved Fathe".:-I was co m i ng up the Co lu m bia river from
the Willa m ettc and Vancouver with R ev. Jason Lee when you r
welcomed letter reached me. My husband h ad each of the s ta
tions of the M ission to vis it before h e co uld. come a fte r me. Mr.
Lee broug h t me o n m y way home as far AS T he Dalles, to Me
Perk ins, o ne of their s ta t io ns, where I spent t he winter o f 01 ) '

h usband's absence. I rem a ined t here a few days, and my lo ng
absent doctor ca me fo't m e. It was 8 j oyful and h appy meet ing
and ca used ou r hearts to overflow with love a nd grat itude to the
Author of all o u r mercies, for permitting us to see each o the r's
faces again in the flesh. We came home immediately after a
short visi t with friends there. :!'IIy health, wh ich h ad been quite
poor som e of the t ime of h is absence, was som ewh at improved,
but t he " o)"age up the river, or ra ther t he exposure of rain , co ld
and fa tigue, and a lso the j ourney from Wa lla Walla h ere, proved
injurious to me. I was so unwell when I reached home that I
co uld sca rcely get about the h ouse for several weeks. I cont in ued
to decline, o r, rather, h ad two attacks of remittent fever until t he
las t of December, when I was taken with a ve ry severe attack of
infl ammation of the bo wels a nd bloating which t h reatened alm ost
immediate death. T he second night o f the a t tack , we almost
despaired of my living. F ro m t he fi rst , I was taken wi th excruci 
a t ing pai n and spitting bilious fluid fro m the s tomach, and could
keep nothing down, no r effect a mo t ion of th e bowels sufficie n t
t o afford a permanent relief ; a clyster o f salts was introduced into
the bowels wit h a long tube and stomach pump the second night,
and fo llowed by a portion of the same m edici ne i n the m orn ing,
which soon gave signs of relief. T h e cathart ic opera ted favorably
and t horoughly, and r recovered alm ost i m mediatel y so as to be

able to si t up and be abou t t he room . Previous to th is, a nd al 
most as soon as husba nd returned and inqui red in to m y case, he
discovered a beat ing t umor near the umbilicus a nd fe ars it is an
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aneurism of the main aorta below the heart. If what he fears is
true, h e says there is no probability o r possibility of a cu re, o r o f
m y ever enjoying anything m ore than a comfortable degree of
h ealth , a nd I am li able at any m oment to a sudden death. While
I was at Vancouver, I placed m yself under Doctor Barclay's ca re,
B su rgeo n of the H , R. Co m pan y 's, H e d iscovered that I h ad a u
enlargement of the right ova ry and gave m e iodine to remove it,
I was very much improved by his kind a tten t io ns for that com 
pla int, an d h ad it n ot been for the o ther difficulty of the ao r ta
wh ich wa s not at that t ime disco vered .by Doctor Barclay, a lthoug h
it ex is ted , I might h ave recovered m y health. But the m edicine

I took fo r the cu re of o ne tumor wa s an injury to the oth er, a nd
for three months after m y h usband's return, m y sit ua t io n was a
source o f deepest anxiet y to him and h e g reat ly feared that he was
a bou t to be bereaved. But the Lord dealt in in finite lov ing ki nd
n ess to us both, and in a nswe r to prayer, rai sed m e up again, Yes,
beloved p arents, while I was in th at precarious sta te, a nd almost
without hope that I should su rv ive m any hours, dear brother
Littlejohn, who is now with us, prayed fo r me with the full assur
ance that the prayer of faith sh all save the sick, and the Lord
h eard and answered.

I am n ow much m ore com for ta ble than a t that t ime h usba nd
expected I ever could be. I a m able to t ake the whole care of my
family a nd aid in doing the m ost difficult part o f the work, o r
t ha t that I can not get done by oth ers, During the fir st th ree
m onths after my return t o the sta t io n , husband was co nfined
with the ca re of m e a nd was o bliged to h ave the whole care o f
the family upon his mind at the sa me time with his ot her duties.
Our family was large a nd a t the time I ar r ived, there were two
large families of the em ig ra n t s in our house besides Mr. Little
j ohn's, a nd our o wn co nsisted o f s ix ch ild ren and two hired m en.
We h ave written about our half breed ch ild ren, those we h ad before
the doctor left; in add it io n to those is Perrin, our nephew, and t wo
E nglish g irl s of the em ig rat i ng party of l ast year. On e of them is
thirteen and the oth er s ix ; they are m otherless; the)" have both re-
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quired much training, but 1 hope to reali ze much benefit f rom
them if I should succeed in keeping them.

This paper is so rough t hat it m akes m y writin g look very
miserable and 1 fear father and m other will scarcely be able to
read it. I should t ake co m mon -s ized letter paper did I not wish to
write m ore than one sheet . Last fall 1 did not write a s ingle
letter home. I was not ab le t o, and feared 1 should never h ave
the priv ilege aga in. Writing injures m e very much. and unless 1
feel m ore th an usually well I fin d it exceedingly di ffi cult to
a ttem p t it, especially as 1 am situated; h aving just as much labor
and ca re a s a weak person ought to h ave, and m uch m ore th at
n eeds to be done.

:My beloved paren ts need not be surp rised sho uld they hea r of
m y death soon. Ever s ince the fall o f 1840, the sick ness 1 h ad a t
that time, 1 h ave been dc-l ining. E very spri ng 1 revive and feel
quite well, and fee l as if 1 should regain m y health ag a in , but
every fall and winter I am very miserable. 1 m a y live several
years yet, with care and favoring m yself, bu t 1 do not expect it.
M y dea r parents must wish to know h ow m y m ind stands affect
ed in view of death. 1 ca n sincerely say th at "I would not live
a lways." Yet so long as 1 can be permitted to Jive and be a bene
fit to the living and the cause o f Ch ris t , 1 desire to. At times I
long to be a t' rest, to be free from sin and its de filements and be
made co m plete in the righteousness o f ou r dear Sav iour. Earth
and the things of this world in themselves co ns idered h ave no
charm s for m e. I ca n res ign them all for a place in the presence
of Jesus. 1 feel that I am a miserably uoor s in ner, and unworthy
of a nam e or a place a m o ng the "sons and daug h ters of the Lord
God Almighty." Yet I h ope and trust alone i n the merits o f him
who is infinitely worthy. for salvation from all si n and unright
eo us ness, H e is my all, and 1 desire to be His entirely.

Last winter I felt in some co ns iderable degree wha t is o ne of
the missionary's g rea test tri als, to be sick and nigh unto death,
a nd t o d ie away f rom father, m other, bro the rs a nd sisters , and
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sympathizing friends. It is, indeed, no sm all tri al for flesh a nd
blood to en d ure, bu t thanks t o God , His ch eeri n g presence can
m ore than su pply the a bsence of all these. Do m y dear parents
cease not to pray for you r afflicted d aughter that I m ay be pre
p ared ; ready, watching an d waiting for the su m mons to depart
a nd be with Ch rist " wh ich is far better." For His sake and t he
mission ary cause, I cou ld l ive long a nd t oil a nd labo r th rough
m any a weari some d ay and night to a id in accom plish ing His
g rea t work. But as H e d irects, so 1 des ire to follow, an d to say,
"T he will of the Lord be do ne."

J h av e so m et h ing to say co ncern ing tbe manner in which I
spen t m y time last sum m er wbile the doctor was gone. I forge t
when was the last t ime I wrote you. I t hink, however, it was
l ast spr ing . I came tram Mr. Perk ins in April and vis ited the
sta t io n and we nt to W alla W alla in M ay to av ail m yself of the
opport u n it y of a passage in the brigade boa ts the first of J une.
We reached Vancouver in five days, remai ned there un til the m id
dle of July and then went to the Willamette F all s, where I spen t
three weeks ve ry pleasan t ly i n the fa m ilies of ::\lr. Abernethy and
Mr. W al ters of the Me th odist M issi on. In Aug ust , the Com pany's
sh ip was abou t leavi n g in wh ich Mr. and Mrs. Lee of Waskopum
was a bou t to depart in h er ; also Dr. Babcock and wife and Mr.
and M rs . Frost, all Met hodist mission aries. I went down to the
mouth of the Col um bia r iver to see them depa r t a nd to get a
vi ew of the Paci fi c ocean. I e nj oyed the voyage down and my
vis it there very m uch. The scenery of the ocea n and the bar was
new to m e. I a lso h ad a v isit with the families o f the M ission a t
the Cl at sop st at ion . M r. and Mrs. Parrish , ::\Ir. and Mrs . Ray
m ond, Mr , and Mrs.j udson and family. and Mrs. Olley [Ol ney ?]
h ad come dow n for the benefit of Mrs. Judson 's h ealth. ~Ir. Lesl ie
and M r. J oso n Lee were there also. I spen t a day or two on board
sh ip with Mrs. Lee. in whose society 1 en joyed so m uch sat isfact ion
while a t Wask opum. Vis ited the ce leb ra ted Ast oria, now For t
Georg-e, and the day the ship sa iled went round Cla tsop Point to
the s tat io n and spent nearl y a week there a nd enjoyed some p rec
ious religious p riv ileges with the brethren and sisters there and re ·
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turned with Mr.J. Lee and Mr. Lesl ie to the Willamette Falls, and
immediately proceeded up the r iver to the upper Mission and
vi s ited the families of Rev. Mr. H inds, Mr. Beers ana others, and
a lso Mr. and Mrs. G ray, m y o id assoc ia tes . While there a cam p
meeting was held near by, which 1 attended and a precious season
i t was to m y sou l. T o witness aga in the a n x ious tear and hear the
deep-felt inquiry, " \Vhat must I d o to be saved ?" as I o nce u sed to ,
fill ed me with joy inexpress ible. It co n t in ued four d ays and re
sulted in the co uvera ion of almost all the impenitent on the
g round. From this precious seaso n, a fte r a week or two, we came
to the Falls where a protrac ted m eet in g was h eld. While that
wa s in progress, the news ca m e that m y husband was o n h is re
turn with a h u nd red and forty wagons co n ta in ing an immense
p a rty of e m igra n ts, and th at probab ly he was now at Waiilatpn.
This was ch eeri ng news, as I h ad just heard from the I slands
t h ro ug h Mr. H all t h a t , iu recent news from the S tates to the I sl and s
down as l a te as Apr il , 1843, n o mention was m ade of his ar r iva l.
This h ad given m e much anxiety, but it was n ot lo ng before the
other intelligence came. The last week in Sep tem be r, I left the
Falls for Vancouver and The Dalles in co m pa ny with Mr.] . Lee,
the Superintendent of that Mission, and turned m y back upo n
many dear fri ends i n Ch r ist with whom I was permitted to form
a n acq ua in tance and a Ch r is t ia n at tach men t never to be for
g otten.

H aving been so lo ng secl uded , I was well prepared to enjoy
society and 1 may well say that so me of the m oments spen t there
with Ch rist ian friend s were among the h appiest in m y life . We
m ade a short st ay at Vancouver and then proceeded o n our way
up the river. Passing the Cascades and making the portage, we
h ad co ntin ua l rain, and before we reached The Dalles, 1 took cold
to my great injury , as it afterwards proved. Between the Cascades
and The Dalles, I received father's letter with several others from
friends, also sisters ] a ne, C. and H ; I am greatly ob li ged t o them
for writing. Mr. Lee waited a t The Dalles until the d octor ca m e.
It was pleasing to see the pioneers o f the two Missions meet and
hold cou nsel together. Soon we parted and I turned my face with
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m t.. h usband toward t b is dark spot, and dark, indeed, it seemed
to be to m e when compared witb the scenes, soc ial a nd religio us
,!hich I h ad so recently been enjoying with so much zest .

When we parted with Mr. Lee, we little thought that ou r first
news from him would be, that be had se t his (ace toward his n a 
tive land. But it was, indeed, so. He has gone aga i n and I should
rejoice if dear father and m other would see him. H e has shown
m e great k ind ness d uri ng my lonely s ta te, and m ay the Lord
reward him for it. B e h as been deep ly afflicted in h is domest ic
relations. H e h as buried two excellent wives, and a little son.
A l ittle daugh ter of h is last wife, st ill survi -..es to co m fo r t and
ch eer him in h is loneliness" She basgonewith b im to the S tates ;
and so has R et... M r. Hinds and his wife. As they are fro m the
reg ion of Alleghen)' co un t )", I h ope fa ther will see them.

It must appear s ing u la r t o friends a t h ome to bear of the re
t urn of so m any missionari es from Oregon. So it seems to us ;
but we have not the discouragements which our friends of that
Mission have. The I n d ia ns o f the Wi.lla m ette and the coas t are
di m inishing rapldly ; but they h ave a nother work p ut into their
h and s. Settle rs are com i ng in to the country like a flood and,
every o ne of these need the gospel preached to them as much as
the heathen. That Soc ie ty h ave been and a re do ing R g rea t deal
o f good in the lower coun t ry. Mr. Clark and Mr. G ri ffin, minis
ters o f o u r denom ina tio n, a re sett led n ear on the Tualatin pla ins
and a re doing much good in the way of schools and preaching. I
d id no t visi t them , althoug h g reat ly urged to ; o n accoun t o f my
h ea lt h I co u ld not r ide there, as it was so me distance from the

•rrvcr.

I was g reatly disappointed in not seeing J ane when the doctor
returned. I fa nc ied he wo uld bring h er, and so he would have

.do ne h ad a fam ily been co m ing with who m it would have been
prudent for her to co m e. I s t i.ll h ope some day to see h er here.
But I know not how. This I do know, th at no one of m y friends
at home know of bow much co m fo rt sh e would be to me if she
was here.
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S ister Littlej ohn is a great com fo rt to me. S h e acted the
part of a s ister to me during m y sic k ness, but I do not a lways
expect to keep her. :Mr. Littlej ohn is in poor health and una ble

•
to labor. H is m ind su ffers greatly from dejection and m el an-
c holy , and be longs to go back so the S tates aga in.

Mr. and Mrs. Spald ing and two ch ild ren h ave been deepl y
afflicted the p ast sum m er, just before the doctor's return, with
s ick ness, especially Mrs. S . She lay for several days expecting
every moment would be her last, and no physician near. Mr.
and Mrs. L ittlejohn was there at that time, and as soo n as possi
ble Mr. Geiger, who was at this s tat ion , was sen t for, also )I r.
Walker, to p reac h h er fu neral serm o n--ex pecting sh e would d ie
before h e reached t here. Her husband and child ren were s ick at
the same t ime and all must h ave perished h ad it not been th at
Mr. a nd Mrs. L ittlejohn were providenrialf y there, h aving 8 short
t ime befo re returned fro m Mr. Walker's" God i n mercy spared
them 811 and restored them back to health again. Bu t )ot rs . S. is
feeble, and like m yself, we feel cannot be expected to l ive long.

S ince m y return t o the sta t ion, Mrs. S . h as written m e very
kindl y , showing t hat h er feelings h ave u ndergone a change dur
ing her sick ness, while in the near v iew of death and expect ing
ever)' m oment to e n te r the dark valley. This is a g reat co nsola
tion to us, and we hope and believe t hat they both feel different
toward us from what the)' did, and surely they h ave great reason
to, from husband's acco un t of his visit t o the rooms in Boston.

I desire never to pass through such scenes o f trial as I h ave
done, aud God gran t that I may never be called to. We bo th h ave
spent a h appy winter in each other's society. Having those u n
h appy d i fficult ies rem oved makes a ch a n ge in o ur eve ry day fee l
iugs. We a re h appier in, each other and h appier in God and in
o ur work tha n we could have been while l a bori ng under those ex
ci ting d ifficulttes-e-yea! sou l -dest roy ing diffi cul ties, I may well S8 ) · .

For m ore than 8 yea r past 1 have enjoyed a n unwonted quiet
resting upon God my Redeemer, especia lly du ring my husband 's
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absence. Truly my Saviour was with me in those trying hours,
and susta ined me far beyond what I deserve. A calm , peaceful
sense of His abiding presence was what I almost daily realized.
Being free from any distracting cares of m y family and the sta
tion, I had nothing else to do but rest myself in my S aviou r's
a rms ; and it would be well for me now if I were to d o the sa m e,
instead of attempting t o shoulder my cares, as I often do-to cast
them on Him who h as sa id " Cast thy burdens upon the Lord and
He will sustain thee." I know this, and believe it, too, for I have
som et imes reali zed it. But to h ave. the co nstan t h abit of doing so
is what I would gladly o bt a in , and I know I may with diligence
and prayerful watching thereunto.

1 see I h ave a lmos t exceeded m y limits , and must think of
cl osing. F ather's letters are choice gems t o me, and I hope he
will con t in ue to write as long as I live. O ! that dear m other
would put some of her thoughts on paper for the co nsolation of
m y h eart. She d oes not know what j oy it would g ive me. I a m
a thousand times thankful for all the favors I receive f rom home,
a nd shall write to a ll as many and as much as my weak state will
a d mi t.

Love to all, in which husband unites. I am sorry he did not
h ave time to make a longer visit after go ing so far. Farewell,
dear father and m other, and if I never write again till we meet
in heaven ,

Your ever affec t iona te daughter,

N ARC I SSA WUIT)IA N.

H on. Steph en Prentiss,
Cuba, Allegheny Co.,

KY., V.S.A.
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FROM DR. WHITMAN

WA II LATPU, May retb, 1844.

lily Dear Fa/her and lifo/her :- A li ttle m ore than a year h as
elapsed since I h ad the p leasure of seeing you. T he remem brance
of that v isit will never be effaced from my m ind. I did not mis
j udge as to my d uty to ret u rn ho m e ; the importance of my ec
companying the emigration o n one hand and the conseq uen t
scarcity of provisions o n the other, strongly ca lled for m y return,
and forbid my bringing another party that year.

As I hold the settlement of this country by Americans rather
than by an E ng lish co lon}' m ost important, I a m h appy to have
been the m eans of landing so large an emigration on t o the shores
of the Columbia, 'With their wagons, families and s toc k , a ll in
safety.

The health of Narci sse was such in my absence and sine~my

retu rn as to ca ll loudly for my presence. We despaired of her
life at times and for the wi n ter have not felt she could live long.
But there is m ore hope at present, a lt houg h nothing very decisive
can be said . Wh ile o n the way back , I had a n in fla m m ation in my
foot which threatened to supp urate, bu t I discussed it and th ought
noth ing more of it u nt il I got ho m e, when I fo und I had a tumor
o n the instep. It appears to be a bony tumor and h as given me
a good deal o f a pp rehens ion and inconvenience, but is now some
better , but not well.

It g ives me much pleasure t o be back again and quietly at
work again for the Indians. It does not co ncern me so much
what is t o beco me of a n}' particular se t o f Indians, as to give them
the offer o f salvat io n through the gospel and the opportun ity of
civ.. ilization, and then] a m co n ten t to do good to all men as U]

h ave oppor tu n ity!' I have no doubt our greatest work is to be to
aid the white set tlement of th is country and help to found its re-
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ligious institutions. Providence has its full share in all these
eve n ts. Although the Indians h ave m ade and are making rapid
ad va nce in religious knowledge and ci vilizat ion, yet it ca n not be
h oped that t ime will be allowed to m ature ei ther the work of
Ch rist ian izat ion o r civilizat io n before the wh ite set tlers will de
m and the so il and seek the removal of both the Indians and the
Mission. What Americans desire of this k ind the)' always effect,
and it is equally useless to oppose or des ire it other wise. T o guide,
as fa r as can be done, and direct these tendencies for the best, is
eviden t ly the par t of wisdom. Indeed, 1 a m fully co nvinced t hat
when a people refuse or neglect to fill the designs of P rovidence,
they ough t not to co m pla in a t the results ; a nd so it 1s eq ually
useless for Ch rist ians t o be a n xious o n their accou nt. T he Indians
h ave in no case o beyed the co m mand to multiply and replenish
the ear th , and they ca n n ot s tand in the way of others in do ing so.
A place will be left them to do this as fully as their ab ili t y to
o bey will permit, a nd the more we can do for them the m ore fully
will this be realized. No exclusiveness can be asked for a ny por
t ion of the h uman family. The exerc ise o f his rights are a ll
that can be desi red . In order for th is to its proper extent in re
gard to the Indians, it is necessary that they seek to p resen 'e thei r
r igh ts by peaceable m eans o n ly. Any viola tio n of this rule will
be visited with o nly evil results to themselves.

T he Ind ians arc a nx ious about the co nseq ue nce of set tlers
a m ong them, but r hope there will be no ac t s of v io le n ce on ei ther
h and. An ev il affa ir at the Falls of the Wallamett , resul ted in
the death of t wo wh ite m en killed and one Ind ian. Bu t all is
now q uiet . 1 will t ry to write to Brother Jackson wh en I will
treat of the coun t ry , etc.

It will not su rp rise me to see your wh ole fam ily in t hi s
cou n try in two years. Let us hear f ro m vou of ten . Na rc isse m ay
be a ble to write for he rself. We wish to be re membered wi th
your other ch ild ren In your prayers.

You r affect ionate so n ,
M A RC('S \\' JIl'l'MAl".

H a n. S tephen Prentiss,
Cuba, Alleghen y Co.,

New York .
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W AlI LATPU. Oc t. 9t h, 1844 .

B etoted and H onored Part>nis;-( b ave no una nswered letters
o n hand, either from dear father and mother o r a uy of the fa mily,
J et I can no t refrain from writing every sta ted opport uu ity. The
season h as ar rived when the em igrants are beginning to p ass us
o n their W8) ' to the Willamette. Last season there were such a
mult itude of st arving people passed us t hat quite drained us of
a ll ou r p rovisions, excep t potatoes. Husband h as been endeavor
iUR this su m m er to' cu l t ivate so as to ' be able to impart without
so much d istressing ourse lves. In addit ion to th is, he h as been
obliged to bui ld a m ill, and to do it pei ncipalty with his o wn
hands, which b as re ndered it exceedingly la borious for him. I n
the m eantime, I h ave endeavored to ligh ten his burden as much
as possible i n superi n tend i ng the ingatheri ng of the garden, etc .
D uring th is per iod, the Indians belong ing to th is s tation and the
S ez Perces go to F orts H all and Boise to meet the emigran ts fo r
the p urpose o f trad ing their womout cattle fur ho rses. Last week
T uesday, seve ral ~o'OUbg m en arrived, the first o f the pa rt}" t h at
brough t us a n}' defi n ite intelligence co ncern i ng them (h aving
noth ing bu t I nd ian reports previous], a m ong whom was a youth
from Rushville formerly, of the name of G ilbert, o ne of husband 's
schola rs,

Last Frida}' a family of eight arrived, including the grand 
m other, an aged wom an, probably as old , or older than my m other.
Several such persons h ave passed, both m en and women, and 1
often think when I gaze upon them, sha ll I ever be permitted to
look upon the face of m y dear p arents in this land ?

25th-When I co m m enced this letter I intended to write a
li t tle eve r)" d ay , so as to g ive } ' OU a pict ure of ou r s it uation a t th is
t ime, But it has been imposs ible, S ow I must write as b rief ly
a s poss ible and send off m y letter, or lose the opportun ity. T he
emigratio n is late in gett ing i n to the co u ntry. It is now the last
of October and the}' b eve j ust begun to arr ive with their wagons,
The Bl ue m ountains are co vered with sno w, and m any families, if
nut h alf o f the party, a re back in o r beyond the m ountains, a nd
what is st ill worse, dest itute of provisions and some of them of
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clothing. Many are s ic k , several with children born on the way.
One family arrived h ere night before last, and the next m orn a
ch ild was born ; another is expected in the sa me cond it io n.

Here we are, o ne famil y alone, a way m ark , as it were, or
cen ter p ost , about which multitudes ",HI or must gather this
winter. And these we must feed and warm to the extent o f ou r
powers. Blessed be God that He h as given us so abundantly of
tb.e fruit of the earth that we m ay impart to those who are thus
fami shing. Two preachers with large families are here and wi sh
to stay for the winter, both Methodist. Witb all tbi s upon o ur
bands, besides our duties and labors for the Ind ians, can anyone
think we lack em p loy men t or h ave any time to be idle ?

Mr. and Mrs. Littlejohn left us in September and have gone
below to settle in the Will amette. We h ave been looking for
associ ates this Fall, but the Board co uld get none ready, but say .
they will sen d next yea r. Am I ever to see a ny of to ) ' family
a mong the tide of emigration tbat is fl owing west ?

Our mill is fin ished and grinds well. It is a mill ou t o f doors
or without a bouse: tbat we must build next year.

We h ave employed a you ng man of the p arty to teach school ,
so that we h ope to h ave botb a n E ng lish sch oo l an d o ne for the
natives. "'1y health has been improving remarka bly through the
sum mer, and o ne g rea t m eans h as been daily bathing in the r iver.
I was very miserable o ne yea r ago now, a nd was brought ve ry lo w
and poor; now I a m better than I have been for so me time, a nd
quite fleshy for me. I weigh o ne hundred and six ty-seve n pounds ;
much higher than ever before in m y life. This will m ake the
girl s laugh, I know. Mrs. Spalding 's health is better than last
year. S he ex pects an increase in h er f emily so0 !1 '

This cou n t ry is destined to be filled, and we desire greatly to
have good people come, and ministers and Christians, that it lIlay
be saved from being a sink of wickedness and prostitution. We
need many houses to accom moda te the families that will be o bliged
to winter here. All the house room that we have t o spare is filled
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a lread y . It is expected that there are m ore than five hundred

souls hack in the snow and m ountains. Among the number is
8 11 o rph a n fam ily of seven ch ild ren , the youngest a n infant born
o n the way. whose paren ts h ave both died since they left the
S tates. Appl icatio n has been m ad e fo r us to take them, as they

b ave not a rel a t ive in t he com pa n y. What we sh all d o 1 cannot
sll,y; we cannot see t hem suffer, if t he Lord casts t hem upon us.
He will give us H is grace and strength t o d o ou r duty to them .

•
I ca n not write any mo re, I a m so th ronged and employed

that 1 feel somet imes like being crazy, and m y poor h usba nd , if
h e h ad a hundred st r ings tied to him pull ing in eve r)' direction,
could n ot be Bny worse off.

Dear pare nts, do pray earnestly for ·yo u r ch ild ren bere, for
their si tuation is one o f great tri al, as well as of respons ib itlty-.

Love f rom us be t h to you a ll, I a m disappointed in not
getting letters fro m som e o f the dear o nes this fa ll, b u t so it

must be and I submit ,
Your affec tio nate d aug h ter,

NARCI SSA"
H an. Stephen Pre n ti ss,

Cuba, Alleghen y Co.,
New York.

W AII I.ATP C. April 8th, .845"

JJly Dear Father:- lt gives m e p leasu re to write you at th is
time, as I k no w you will be anxious to h ear h ow we p rosper. T he
heal t h of Narcisse is ve ry m uch im p roved from wh at it was when
I came home -end tbe winter following, yet it is not good, n or Is
it likely to be agai n , S he is, however, a ble to take the charge of
the family, and to perfo rm much important l abor. Our Ie m ily
h ad the important ad d it io n of an orp ha n fumity of seven chi l
dren whose parents bot h died o n the road to this cou n t ry. The 1\\ 0

o ld es t are boys, the old es t is fourteen, and the rest a re gi r ls; the
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youngest was o nly five m onths when she came here. It did no t
seem l ikely the little o ne co uld have Jived m a ny days m ore, but
sh e is now st rong and health y, as are all the rest.

I have thought m uch for t he last win ter tha t I should be
glad if you were in this count ry . T he imm igrants are benefi t ing
themselves much by co m ing here, as they t ake each a m ile squa re
of land and will h old it, as they m ake such regula tions a mong
themselves, in accordan ce wi th th e bill of Mr. Lin n, formerly in
the Senate of th e U. S. .

No cou n t ry now ope n to settlers presents such a fi eld for e n
terpri se, as this nea r v icinity to the Pacific ocea n offers large
promise of com me rc ia l advan tage. The salubrity o f t be cl ima te
is such here that I am every year o n ly the m ore and more ed m ir
ing it. Flowers have bee n in blossom in this valle)' this year
since the middle of J anuary, and the grass is as fin e for the whole
winter as in a lmost a n y ot her coun t ry in June.

I have had much to do w it b supply ing immigrants for the
last two years.

My mill was burn t soon a fte r I left fo r the S ta tes, but I h ave
rebu ilt it, and h ave a saw-m ilt in a state of forwa rdness, which I
hope to s tar t soon a fter planting. It is abou t twe nty miles from
tbe house and s it uated in t he Blue m oun t a ins. It is necessary to
h ave a saw-mi l t. as we a re i n wan t o f co n ven ie nces, and ou r h ouses
are to he roofed a new, as we h ave o n ly dirt roofs at present , and
bes ides we h ave no house over 'ou r flour-m ill, and we need sto re
houses.

We must also use a sa w-m ill for fencing, as timber is so sca rce
excep t in the m ountains. The Indians are doing m ore this .yea r
at farming than before and fencing much better- a thing much
needed, for m ost of them are now getting m ore o r less co ws and
oth er ca t tle. 1 h ave killed nineteen beeves, o f course m ostfy to
supply immigrants. The last was but two yea rs o!d when killed
the lot h o f March and weighed six-hundred, and the t allow, af ter
ODe hind -quarter was sold , we ighed 6S lbs . This will sh ow a spec-
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i men o f my s tock , as we never feed ei ther to raise or fatten , Bod he
was o n ly a n ord i na ry a n imal. I have {our two year old heifers ( t h is

sp r ing o u ly ) wh ich h ave each better year li ngs suck ing them, prob
obi)" than a u)" that ca ll be show n in the s tate of New York, except
they have had more than o ne co w's milk.

we have a bo ve e ighty sheep , a l a rge par t ewes, as we kill t he
wethers- bes ides a ll t h at h ave been k illed by dogs, wolves, etc.,
a nd besides a g ood m an y furnished the I nd ians. All these came

fro ur o ne e we brought from the Sandwich Islands in '38 and two
more brought in '39. We sh all h ave m ore than a hundred when
the sp r ing lambs h ave co m e.

Le t us hear from yo u. a nd if a ny of you think to co m e here.

I have b ad m aD)' a rebuke by Narciss e, because I d id not
b ri ng Jane with me when I cam e back. Edward m ig h t d o well
i n this cou n t ry, and we shall be glad to see him when his educe
t ion is co m ple ted, if he is to complete It ; b ut if not, s t ill let him
co me, but a n i)' with a wife. You can come in wagons a ll the way ,
but bring nothing but p rovisions and necessary clothing-noth ing,

Accept ou r love for you all. And believe us.

Yo u r effect ionete ch ild ren,

MARCUS W n I'tM A r.; ,

lily Dear Pare"ts;-I have now a fami ly o f eleven ch ild ren .
This makes me feel as if I could not write H letter, not even to my
d earest friends, much as J desire to. I g et alo ng very well with

them; they beve been to school m ost o f the time ; we have had an
excellent teacher, a young man from New York. He beca me
hopefulty converted soon a ft er e ntering ou r family, and m other, J

wish you cou ld see me now in the midst o f suc h a group o f little
o nes; there ace two girls o f nine years, on e of seven, a girl and' 00)'
o f six, another, girl o f five, a nother o f three and the baby, she is

no w. ten mo n ths, J o fte n think o f m other when she had the care
DCHenry Martin Curtis,
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It would m ake me indescri bably h appy .to h ave father and
m other and some of the ch ild ren com e t o Oregon; bu t it is such B

jour ney I fear m other would be sorry she undertook it, if she shou ld .
conclude to come, but if o nce here I th ink there would be no cause
o f reg ret. Families can come quite com fortable and easy in W BJ.t

o ns all the way. Ru t wh y should I wish t h us ? It ca n not be pos
s ible that 1 shall see my beloved parents again-is it ?· - unt il I meet
them in heaven . T h e Lord o n l y knows: 1 wif l Ieave it with H im
t o d irect all these things. We have bad some serious tria ls this
sp r ing with the I nd ia ns. T wo important I nd ia ns have died and
the)" h ave ven t ured to say and intimate that t h e d octor h as k illed

them by hi s ~~gic8 1 power, in .the sam e WB.}· they accuse their
(own sorcerers and kill them for it. Also a n im portan t young rua n
has been k illed in Cali forn ia by Ameri cans ; he was the son of the
Walla W alla ch ief and went there to get catt le, with a few others.
T his has produced m uch exc itement a lso. We a re in the m idst o f
excitement ~nd prejudice o~_ all s ides, both f rom Indians a nd
passing immigrants, but the Lord has preserved us hitherto and
will con t in ue to, if we t rust Him, Love to all, as ever and forever.

Your affectionate daughter,

!'\ ..\.RCISSA.

M iss jane A, P rent iss,
Cu ba, Ne w York.

•

\VAII I.._-\.TPl'. April 9th, IS46,

My D ear lIfoJhn-:--lt is now ten y;ars s ince I lef t the paternal
roof of m y home east o f the R ocky m ountains, and ho w much
have I been th i n king of the scenes t h at t ra nsp ired a t that t im e,
and of the dear , dear f ri ends, I b ave left behind, :'1}· father. niy
m other, venerable f riends--shall I ever behold your faces again in
the flesh ? 0 , how I long to see you, J-et I d are not indulge the
thought lcst I should be found to murmur, If it would g ive such
joy and satisfact ion to m eet aga in in this world, to interchange
tbougbts and feelings, what will it be to meet above, whe n we
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sh all be free from sin and sorrow, in the immediate presence of
o ur Saviour to adore and wonder together and praise God and the
'Lamb before the throne. My thoughts h ave been very much in
heaven , o n heavenly su bj ects for two or three months past, hav
ing been permitted to acco m pa ny a fellow traveler down to the
g ates of death and to see him p ass the d ark waters triumphant I)'
and enter j oyfully the New Jerusalem above. 0 , what a glorious
s ig h t , and I rn a)' say that reluctantly I turned away, m ourning
that I was not permitted to follow him in reality as with a n eye
of faith, The individual I refer to, was not a relative, or I co uld
not have stood and looked o n with such composure and quietness ,
be was a young m an neerfy t b irty-two yea rs o f age ; far go ne in
the consu m p t ion wben he arrived here last fall, as one of l ast im
migration-Joseph S, Findly, from IJlino is, and without fri ends
and m oney, left here to die a m o ng s t ra ngers. H is bro ther we n t
o n past to the Witlamette, and b e stopped here because it was
m ore unfavora ble fo r a n i nval id there in the winter t ime then
here. We h ad assista nce, however, in t ak ing care o f him until the
last m onth of his life, wh en the sole ca re devolved on me and thr
ch ild ren ; my health very poor all the time. You ca n see, be loved
p arents, what m y work was, when I tell you that when he ca m e
here, he was without a Sav iou r , This gave deep an x iety o f mind
and earnest prayers, until the Lord was pleased to bring him to
himself, but the evidence was not a lways so clear as to feel very co n
fidentIn his case, so that, during the whole time, I felt a tende r
a nx ious watchfulness for h im, which led m e to be co nstan tly
seek i ng a n oppor tun ity o f nourishing and ch er ish ing him as I
would a little ch ild . Blessed be the Lord , he d id not suffer m e to
labor in vain, but from timf to time g eve m e etvidence to believe
that the good wh ich he h ad begun, was progressing. Along in Feb
rua ry h e m a n ifested a desire to unite wi t h the ch urch. An o ppor
rtmity was prese n ted.

::\1r. Spald ing and family v is ited us the last o f Februa ry, and
o n the 26th , he with :r.lr. Rogers, a noth er young m an that h ad
been employed as teacher o f our ch ild re n , o ffered themselves and
were received m ost j oyfully into o ur little ch urch - here in the
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wilderness. He was unable t o s it up, conseq ue n tly we were g ath

ered around his s ick and dying bert, to com memorate with him
for the first and last time the dying love of ou r blessed R edeemer
before he left us to j oin the ch u rch triumphant a bove. F rom this
time on his evidence of an acceptance grew brighter and st ronger,
yet it never exceeded a calm a nd s teady trusti ng in the Sav iou r,
somet im es doubting al most that such a si n ner could be saved.
I never cou ld discover a ny t h ing like ecstasy , j oy, or rejoicing at
a ny t i me in his s ta te of mind. H e never h ad received very much

religious instruction in his youth, h is m other h aving died when
he was quite young.

Many, very m an y, precious seasons I h ave spen t with him,
reading , co n versing. and praying with him, and I h av e been ve ry
much refreshed m yself in doing it. Although I bad m ore work
and care o n m y hands than I cou ld do, without him, in the ca re
of m y eleve n ch ild ren, yet I felt that it was work that the Lord

put in .my h ands and H e would and did give m e st re ng t h to
do it. H e died o n Sat u rday, axtb o f M arch, few m inutes past one,
H e was m ore than two hours d ying. Mr. Spalding was p rovi
dent ially present at the t ime of his death. When I discovered a
cha nge h ad taken place in his breathing, I went to him and
told him that I thought J esus was abou t to take him away,
and asked him if he did not rejo ice? H e sa id he d id, if h e
knew what rejoicing was. Soon he sa id ," Lo rd, help m e now,"
a nd then asked Mr. Spald ing and m yself if we thought he wa s
smother ing , m eaning that h e was distressed to get his breath ; we
to ld him we thought he was d y ing , and asked if b e did not wi sh
Mr. Spald ing to pray ? H e sa id , " Yes;" and we united in fervent

prayer that the Lord wo uld not Iorsnkc h i m n ow in th is try ing
h our, and com mended his depar t ing sp ir it into the h ands o f his
Sav io u r.

The family were ca lled in. I as ked him if he felt the Say

iour p resent with h im n ow ? He said d eli berately . " I th ink H e
is." Occasionally ej acu lat ions :like these would be h eard from

him as we stood watching a round him," Lord, help m e n ow ; T hy
will be done." After a little he loo ked up and a rou nd and sa id,
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.. Farewell to this world;" then, some m oments after, .. Father,
Thy will be done," Afterwards be reached his hand to husband
and I, with a look of gratitude and thankfulness for the kindness
he had received from us. Soon after Mr. Spalding asked him if
the Saviour was with him? After a moment he said," I think so."
Shortly after he ejaculated, "Jesus, save m e." Mr. R ogers s tood
by him holding bis band. In a few minutes he looked at us
with inexpressible sweet ness depicted in his cou n tenance, and
said, "Sweet Jesus! sweet Jesus! sweet Jesus!" as if anxious that
we should receive the evidence of his Saviour's presence with h iru
and the token he h ad just received from Him. It was like a raJ'
of glory bursting through him upon our minds. It com pletely
m elted us all. From this time o n be lay breathing still m ore
and m ore laborious, and he desired us to try and turn him to see
if hecould n ot find relief ; but the ch a ng e of position made it still
m ore diffi cult, and he wi shed to lie back again as he was before,
exclaiming, "Sweet Jesus! sweet Jesus!" as if the Saviour h ad
again given him another taste o f His sweet ness, and assurance
that rest or ease was not for him in this world. After this the
occas io na l uttering of these words, 01 Sweet J esus !" led us to think
that his com m u n io n was more with the inhabitants of the h eav
enly world :than with us, al t ho ug h h e was m ost perfectly con 
scio us of every thing that passed up to the last m oment. A little
after o ne o'clock he uttered" Sweet Jesus!" sweet R edeemer!"
and then" Farewell, farewell, farewell !" and, indistinctly, "I am
going !" and thus expired, sweetly yielding up his sp ir it into the
hands o f his Redeemer.

This was new and unexpected to Mr. S pa ld i ng and Mr. R og
ers, they having never seen the like before. As for m e, I had been
asking that the Lord might be glorified in his death , and thus we
were left without a doubt that ou r b rother, o n whom we had be
stowed so much anxious ca re, had gone to be forever with the
Lord; feeling, too, that we had been more than amply rewarded
for the labor bestowed upon him. He was always so grateful for
the attention sh own him, particularly for the instruction and re
ligious help he received-said if he had ever in his life had such



OREGON PIONEER ASSOCIATION 75

instruction, he would never have Jived so far from the Saviour as
he had done. He felt that I h ad been a mother to him, for he
never received such attcntion before from an)' one, and he sa id it
weeping. But it was a ll of the Lord to d ispose m y heart in kind
ness toward him when I am always so weak and burdened with
cares. "I was a stra nge r, and ye took me in ; s ic k , and ye minis
tered unto me "-these and sim il a r passages all the way through
were. my support; and I pray God I m ay a lways be in a frame of
mind to apply this scri p tu re, U ~e not forgetful to entertain
st rangers, for thereby som e h ave entertained a ngels unawares."

April loth, 1846.

/lfy Dear Father:-l have received no letters from father,
m other o r any the sisters or brotbers in Allegheny cou nty since
husband returned. I wonder why, som et i mes, and feel a little
like co m p la in ing . Not b ing I receive from the Un ited S tates
gives m e so much co m for t as letters from m y dear p arents. 1 a m
sure those sisters a nd brothers might wri te oftener if they would
think so. It may be that yo u a re feeling as if I h ad not been as
faithful lately as formerly; true, I h ave not, but it is not for the
want of a disposition. Thegreatest reason is want of health, then
the ca re of a large family of eleve n children, as ide from our com 
plicated duties to the Indians. Tlrink of our being the sole in
s t ructors sp ir it ually and m entally of so many ch ild re n, excep t
during the winter, we hire a teacher; otherwise all these m ental
and physical instructions devolves upon us, and no responsibility
is greater than the care of so many immortal sou ls to train up for
God, and we must be the ministers, Sa bba th school teachers, p ar
en ts and all t o our ch ild ren. I am so met im es about ready to sink
under the weight of responsibility resting upon m e, and should ,
were it not that a n Almighty hand sustains m e. Bringing up a
faru i ly of ch ild ren in a h eathen land, where every influence tends
t o degrade rather than elevate, requ ires no sm all measure of faith
and patience, as well as great care and prayerful watchfulness.
Under such circumstances, how co m fo rt ing could I ca ll in the
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super ior wisdom and exper ience of my beloved paren ts to a id us
in t imes of em ergency. As a subst it u te for th is, h owever, and for
it I desire to be th ankful, the influence of the impressions m ade
upon my you ng mind by those beloved o nes are now being called
forth and ac ti ng upon other minds t o a degree that asto n ishes me
m any times, and I m ay say that almost al ways those impres
s io ns a re of such a n ature, that if faithfully carried ou t , would
g reatly tend to prom ote the h onor and g lo ry of God. Ch ild re n
of such pa ren ts h ave much, ve ry m uch , to prai se God for, and if it
sh ould be found a t last that a ny of them h ave not borne fruit to
His Name's g lory, ho w g reat will be thei r co ndem n at io n.

There h as been co nsiderable evidence of the m ovtngs of the
Holy S pir it upon the m inds of the ch ild ren since the first of J a n
uary , as well as upon so me that wintered here. F o r ourselves, we
feel that o ur own souls h ave been g reat ly revived, and I hope and
pray that we m ay never again rel apse in to such a st a te of insensi
b il ity and worldly -miudedness as we m a ny t i mes h ave found our
selves in. T his may seem st range to m y dear fatber, that m iseion
aries should ever become worldly-m inded ; and it sh ou ld be st ra nge,
for it never ough t to be ; bu t s it ua ted as we a re, with every thing
of a temporal n ature to sec to, in supply ing our o wn family
with food and clot h ing, to try and save expenses to the ch u rches,
and a lso to relieve as m uch as possible a starving immigration as
they pass, together with the temporal and sp iri tual calls o f the I n 
d ians-wha t time is there left for the care of o ne's own heart ?
If there is a ny, it may all be required to restore O U T over-ex haust 
ed n atures, wh ic h ofte n g roa n under their burden and will sooner
o r later tumble and fall down . I would not p lead any excuse ; if
there is fault a n)' where it is in undertak ing to accom plish too
much of a worldly nature. When I say this, a thought co mes in:
Where sha ll we d ra w the line ? As it is, we bu t just m ake the ends
m eet, and somet i mes with the greatest d ifficu lty, t oo. Much, very
m uch, is left undone that might be done t o m ak e us m ore co m 
fortable and save la bor. Thus we s t ruggle on from year to yea r,

H ow cheer in g under such ci rc umstances, when the heart IS

weighed to the ea rt h with a burden t oo ,heavy for m ortal m an to
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sustain, to have an aged Christian, a minister whose heart is al 
ways glowing with love to God and for the sou ls o f men, call in, s it
and co nverse a wh ile and draw the mind to heavenly things and
sym pat h ize and pray with us. To me it would seem to fill m y
soul with such ecst ac y that I should want nothing m ore. It

would be a heaven o n ea rt h . Perhaps, dear father will sa)' that I
ca n draw a richer draught from the fountain head , Jesus, of tener
and easie r than that. True, I may; but that requires effort and
energy of mind m ore than I at a ll times possess, laboring as 1 am
under the infirmity of a debilitated nervous system. But why
should I be indulged in such a melancholy st ra i n? Can it be that
I wish to excuse myself for negligence on m y par t? This, I con 
fess , is too of te n a fault; for if it were otherwise, I should not be
m ourning for my beloved Jesus as I of ten find m yself now, not
withs tanding His permitting me to speak of His faithfulness and
of His tender care and love for me, unworthy as I a m . H e gives
me no w and then s t rea ms from which to gather refreshing sweet 
ness. But the fountain h ead oftener pours it s h ealing waters into
m y weary, s in -s ick soul. Instead of com pla ining that I en j oy so
little, rather let me rejo ice that m y m ercies and spiri tual co m 
fort and e nj oy m en ts a re so m any and great.

If m y dear father and m other were here, I t h in k they would
be very well co n te n ted, for we co uld give them a very comfortab le
h ome and enough to ea t and do, and if the di s tance were not so
g rea t , I should hope they would co m e and fin ish their days with
us. But it is a d readful j ourney to perform to get here, and I
o ug h t not to ask s uch a sacri fice o f them for m y o wn co m fo rt,
merely ; bu t if there co uld be a design worthy of the sacri fice a nd
fatigue to such elderly oeople, I should ask it with all m y beart,
if there was a willing mind . I know lather once used to th ink
h e sho uld come to O rego n ; but if I recollect right be wrote me
that h e h ad g ive n it up. It is not so d ifficu lt to get here now as
when I came, fo r fa m il ies com e in wago ns all the wa y. T he fa
tiguc is g rea t, however, and the d ust from Fort H all here is very
a fflict ing ; aside from that, with food e nough and teems enough,
1l~ loading excep t necessary cloth ing , it would not be di ffi cult.
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F ather, if you would send word from F ort H all we co uld send
and meet you and assist you o n, But the g reatest atfi ic tion would
be to the pious soul- it is so continually vexed with the ungodly con 
versation and profanity of the wicked, and is so of ten brought
into st ra itened ci rcu msta nces with regard to his o wn duty in
obey ing the co m m and s of God, such as keeping the Sabba t h , eto.
that he of ten is wounded to that degree that it requires m any
months, if not years, before he is restored to his wonted health
aga in. To be in a coun t ry among a people of n o law, even if they
are f rom a civil ized land, is the nearest like a hell on ea r th of
an y t h i ng I can imagine. I do n ot say that the j ourney ca nn ot be
performed and the Ch rist ian enjoy his peace of m ind and con t i n
ued co m m u n ion with God all the wa y. Hut this I know, that the
experience of all proves it t o be exceed ingly diffi cult, if not impos
s ible. It is o ften sa id that eve ry Christian gets so that he can
swear before the journey is co m pleted. O ne th ing h as been true
of al m os t every party that have crossed the m ounta ins ; Ch ri stia ns
are not warned of their danger befo re s tar t ing , a nd are co nse 
quently off thei : guard. If I had to ever again , I should try and
pray m ore, both in secret , family and social m eetings, but a bove
all in secret , for if faithful there the soul is k ept alive and in health,
Genera lly speak ing , every religious duty h as been neglected a nd
probably none more so than read ing the Bible, co nsequen tly dearth
prevails over the whole mi nd.

If I am not permitted to see my dear parents here, I h ope I
shall h ear-from them often. I love to h ave them both write ; when
they ,receive this, they will know h ow to pray for us, and will 1
trust m ost fervently,

From your m ost a ffectiona te ch il d,

NARCISSA.

Han. Stephen Prentiss,

Cuba, Allegheny Co.,

New York.
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W A II LAT J' V, Ap ri l 13th , 1846.

illy Dear Ham el:-l believe I have n ot written you s in ce the
Lord brough t this or ph a n family und er ou r ca re. H ow cou ld I,
fo r I have been so unwell an d h ad this increase of ca re upon nl)'

mind, that I h ave written to n o o ne in t h e Sta tes, 8S I reco llect.
I find the l abo r g reater in doing for so m any. especially in in
s t ruct ing them-where they come in all a t o n ce-t h a n if they
h ad co me alon g by degrees and had rece ived a st a r t in their edu

cat io n, o ne before the ot h er; whereas a ll their m i nds ap pear t o be
alike uninstructed, especia lly i n the g reat tru ths of Ch rist ian ity.

I would like to k n o w h ow you and Clarissa g el a lon g in u n
fo ldin g the minds of your little o nes. I h ope you bot h feel th a t
the immortal part is o f the g reatest moment in all your st rivings
for them . and to educa te the p hysical in such a way as to give the

im m o rta l part the utm os t v igor and energy possible.

I used tothiuk m other was the best h and to t ak e care of ba b ies
I ever saw,bu t I believe. or we h ave the van ity to th ink, we h a ve

improved upon her p lan. T hat you m ay see h ow we m anage with
o u r ch ild ren , I will give y ou 11 spec im en of ou r h a bits with them
and we feel t hem important, t oo, especially th at they m ay grow

u p healthy and s t ro n g . T ake my baby, as a n exam ple: in Octo 
ber. 1844. sh e ar ri ved here in the hands o r" a n old filth y woman,
sick, e macia t ed and but just a l ive. S he wa s born some where o n
the Platte river in the first part o f the j ourney , on the l ast day of

May. Her m other d ied o n the 25t h o f Sep tember. S he wa s five
m o nths o ld when she was brough t h ere-had su ffered for the WAnt
of p roper nourishm cn t un t il sh e was nearly s t a rved. The old

woma n did the best sh e cou ld, but she was in dis tressed c ircu m
st ances herself, and a wicked, d isobed ie nt Iem tly around h er to

see t o.

Husband thought we cou ld get along wi th a ll bu t the baby
b e did not see how we cou ld t ake that ; but J felt that if 1 must

take a n , ·, I wanted her as a ch a rm to bind the rest t o me. So we
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took her, a poor, distressed little object , not larger than a ba be
three weeks o ld . H ad she been t aken pas t at this la te season,
death would have been her portion, and that in a few days. The
first thing I did {or her was to give her some milk and put her in
the crad le. Sh e drank a gill, she was so hungry, but soon cleared
herself of it by vomiting and purging. I next h ad a pail of warm
water and put her in it, gave her a thorough cleansing with soap
and water, and put o n so me cl ean clothes ;- p ut h er in the cradle
and sh e had a fine n ap. This I followed every day, washing h er
thoroughly in tepid water, about the middle of the forenoon.

She soon began to mend, but I was obliged to reduce her milk
with a little water, as ber st omach was so weak she could not
bear it in its full st rengt h.

Now I suppose you th ink such a ch ild would be very trouble
som e nights, but it was not so with h er; we put her in the crad le
and she slept until m orning without waking us m ore than o nce,
a nd t ha t only for a few of the first nights. Her habits of eating
and sleeping were as regular as clock -wo rk. She h ad a little gill
cup wh ich we fed her in ; she would t ake that full every m eal , and
when done would wan t no m ore for a long time. Thus I co n t in 
ued, giving h er not h ing else but milk , she on ly required the m ore
until her m easure becam e h alf a pint. In co nseq uence of t he
derangement of he r digest ive powers, which did n ot recover thei r
h ealthy t one, she h ad a d ay of s ic k ness some time in Dec. when
we g ave h er a little o il and ca lo mel ; this restored her com plete ly,
and sin ce that t i me, and even before, sh e h as nothing to do bu t to
gro w, and that as fast as possible ; she is as large orla rger than h er
n ext older s is ter Louisa was when she ca m e here, then nearly three
years old . Sh e now lacks a m onth and a h alf of being two yea rs
old. She is s t ro ng , healthy, fl eshy, heavy , runs a ny where she is
perm itted, t alk s eve ryt b ing nea rly, is full of mischief if r a m o ut
of the room. S he is e nerget ic and act ive e nough,and h as a d is
posit ion to h ave her o wn way, especia lly with the ch ild re n , if she
is not prevented .

Sh e co n te nded sh arp ly for the m as tery with h er m other before
she was a year old , but she, of co urse , h ad to subm it. S i nce then
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she h as been very o bedien t, but frequently tries the point t o see
if her p arents are stead fast and uniform in their requirements o r
n ot. She will obey very well in sight, but loves to get ou t of
s ig h t for the purpose of doing as she pleases. She sings a little,
but not nearly as much as Alice C. did when she was of her age.
Thus much for m y baby, Henrietta Naom i Sager. She h ad
a nother n ame when she cam e here, but the ch ild ren were a n x ious
t o call her a fter her p arents. H er father's n ame was Henry and
her m other's was Nao m i- we putthem together.

What I call an improvement upon m other's plan is the daily
ba th ing of ch ild ren. I t ake a ch ild as soon as it is born and put
it in a washbowl of water and g ive it a thorough washing with
soap. I do this the nex t day and the next, and so o n every d ay as
long as the washbowl will hold it ; wben it will not, then I get a
t ub or so m et h ing larger, and co n t inue to do it until the ch ild is
a ble to be carried t o the river o r to go itself. E veryone of m y
girls go to the ri ver all su m m er long for bathing every day before
dinner, and they love it M) well that they would as soo n do with
o u t their dinner as withou t that. I n the winter we bathe in a
tub op ce a week at the least. This is ou r pract ice as well as the
ch ild ren. I do not k now but these a re your h abits, bu t if they
a re n ot, I should like to have you try them j ust to see the benefit
o f them. I never g ave H enrietta a n y food but milk until she
was nearly a year-and-a-half old. Sh e never wanted a ny thing
else. I avoid as much as possible g iv ing my ch ild ren cand ies,
sweet mea ts, etc., such as m any parents allo w their ch ild re n to in
dulge in al m os t all the while ; nei ther do I perm it the m to eat
cakes a nd pies very ofte n.

It is well to stud y these things wi th reg ard t o o ur ch ild ren ,
for it saves m any a doctor bill: and anot he r th ing with our ch il
dren, we never g ive m edicine if we ca n help it. If ch ild ren com 
plain of the h eadache, or a rc s ic k at the stomach , send them t o
bed withou t their supper o r ot her m eals ; the y a re su re to get up
very soo n feeling as well as ever.

My husband says m any t imes when a physician is called t o
see apat ient h e finds nothing a ils h im but ea t in g too m uch . If
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h e is told this be will be offend ed , so he is obliged to give him
somet h ing , when a ll he n eeds is to do without a meal or two and
to fast 8 day or two and drink water gruel.

Doubtless you will think this a st ra nge letter, H arriet , but
you must take it for what is worth and m ake the best of it.

W e sleep ou t of d oors in the su m m er a good deal-the boys
a ll su m mer. This is a fine, healthy cl imate. I wi sh you were
hereto e n joy it with m e. and pa and rn a, too. W e have as h appy
a family as the world a ffords. I d o not wish to be in a better s it 
uat ion t han t h is.

I never hear as much as I wish a bout Stephen's ch ild ren . I
shou ld th ink Nancy Jane might write her a u n t now-tell m e
somet h i ng about them.

0, h ow I wish you were all here. I cou ld find work enoug h
for you all to do ; and every win ter we h ave a good school, so
that ou r ch ild ren are learning as fast as m ost ch ild ren in the
S ta tes.

H arriet , I d o want you and t hat good husband of yours to come
here and bring p a and m ao I know you will like it a fte r you get
here, if you d o not like the journey. There are m any of the l ast
imm igration that came with out their families , that are now go·
lug back to b ring them as q uick as poss ible, and are on ly sorry
they did not bring them last year. Bring as m any girls as you
can, bu t let every yo u ng m an bring a wi fe, for h e will want one
af ter h e gets h ere, if h e never did before . Gi rls are in g ood
demand for wi ves. I h ope E d ward and J ane will com e. I have
written to them to come. J udso n wants to come, too . I h ope h e
will , and m an y ot h er Ch r ist ians. Where is J onas G.? Why d oes
he not co me? Poor m an, I never can think o f him without sorro w.

Love to a ll , and a kiss for all.those little o nes.
N'A RC ISSA.
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T SIlIMAKAIN, April 22, 1846.

ii/iss Prentiss:-An apology is due in my attem pt ing to write
t o you, being an entire stranger, although I feel almost a s though
I h ad been well ac q ua in ted with you for yea rs , h aving become so
much a ttached to Mrs. Whitman.

Some days before I left Dr. Whitm an 's for this place, ::\1rs
•

Whitman was spea k ing of h aving a great num ber of letters to
•

write to the S t ates, and in her pleasant way wished t o know if I
would not write some for h er. T o which I replied, I would rather
engage her to write for me, as sh e co uld do it so much better ; but
sa id, fin ally, that I would write o ne t o a ny of her friends, if sh e
would do the sa m e for m e.

T o this she agreed and g ave me yo ur name. I desired her to
write to my mother, who is liv ing near Monm outh , W arren cou nty ,
Illinois, where I have been living for the last te n years before the
spri ng of '45, at which time I left h ome wi th the desi re of see ing
the far West.

As I learned from Mrs. Whitm an th at you and your brother
h ad so me thoug h t o f co m ing to this co un t ry, yo u will doubt less
feel m ore or less in terested in so m e of the difficulties and trials
that o ne b as to e nco u nter on the way. One of the greatest tri al s
that a religious mind h as to e ncoun ter o n the way is the co m 
pany one is ofte n com pell ed to t ravel with . There is no place
where o ne ca n better see all the varieties of civ ili zed life than
h ere. You ca n see from the highest to the lowest g rade . You
m ay see a ll these at h ome, it is true, bu t you can't see them a ll
brought so closely t ogether, and under so m any vici ssitudes of
life as h ave to be p assed through o n the way-hunger a nd thirst
and fatigue, cold and wet weather. Now you h ave bad roads and
no grass for yo ur cattle ; now, perhaps, some o ne will tell you there
is much danzer from Indians. After traveling all d ay through
d ust that is almost insupportable, you will come into camp at 9
o r 10 o'clock a t night and feel a lmost as though yo u did oa t ca re
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whether sca lped before m orning or not. And to m ake the trou ble
g reater the cat tle h ave almost nothing to eat , and may be you
h ave 'no water within a mile, a nd perhaps no wood. Un der such
circumst a nces who is there among the sons of m en that would
not be likely to feel somewh at peevish, so much so that a lmost
a nyt hing would throw him off his balance, and be likely to go
beyond the bounds of propriety. Su re I a m that notbing bu t
" m uch of the mind of Ch rist," will su ppor t o ne under such t r ials.
You m ust not think that the whole j ourney is just such as I have
descri bed. By no m eans. I h a ve g ive n you a bou t as d ark a picture
as is likely to be m et with o n tbe'road. Bu t I m ust co nfess that
I endured more fatig ue during the six m onths we were o n the
wa y than I h ad ever before undergone i n t he same le ngth of ti me.
No o ne need th i nk t hat it is like traveling i n the st age o r o n the
steamboat; yet o ne is no t often vexed with high prices, nor
a re they in danger o f being robbed as they are o n stea m boat ,

One is not very likely to spend a g reat deal by the way, with
o u t h e does it in gam bling, which h e m ay d o here as we ll as an}'
where if h e wishes, as it is a l m ost al ways the case that some o ne
was thoughtful enough to bri ng a dec k of cards wi t h h im ; and
if the)' h ave none (If them, t he)' bet on the d ist ance to some hill,
or o n t he d istance traveled dur ing the d ay , or t ha t m y oxen can
draw m ore than yours,

Anot her trial t ha t one h as often to m eet o n the way is d isre
gard for the Sa bbat h , I suppose there was abou t as much co nten 
tion a ro se on that su bject in the co m pany in which I came as
any another. A good part of the company cared nothing about
tha t, o r a n)' other religious question, an d if it suited them t hey
wished t o travel on that da y as well as a ny ot her. And eve n when
they did stop o n that d ay it was o n ly to m end their wagons, or
wash their clothes. I d o not sa)' that a ll did so, for there were
so me of the co m pan y that were devotedly pious, There were
three minist ers in the com pany, o ne a Seceder minister from
abou t Burl ington . The ot her two were Bap t ist ministers, o ne
f rom Iowa, the o ther from R ock Island coun ty, Ill., whose n ame
W RS F isher, and who was formerly of Quincy, and is doubtless well
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known there. H e manifested m ore of the true spirit of Christ
while o n the road than any ot her man with whom I was ac
quainted. Sometimes o ne is com pelled to travel on the Sabbath,
even if the co m pa ny were willing to stop, as it h appens that pas
ture can not be found in suffi cien t quantities, though this does not
often occur, bu t it is often m ade a plea for traveling on that
d ay when there would be plen ty if the)' wished to stop to hunt
buffalo. The co m pa ny in which I ca m e, traveled, m ay be, h alf
the Sabbaths o n the way. We h ad preach ing m ost of the d ays
on which we stopped. But I am dwelling too long on this subj ect ,
perhaps.

I desire to sa)' t o you, if you have any influence with respect
to this co un t ry , I h ope you will use it in endeavor ing to h ave it set 
tled with pious Yankees. Alt houg h not one m yself, yet , as west
ern people say , U I h ave a mighty liking to them." I do hope that
it m ay be a not her New E ng land, a nd I would to God t hat the
m others of this co un t ry co uld o n ly be from Yankee land. Per
haps I h ave sa id m ore than I o ugh t, but such are the sen t im e n t s
of my heart, and I h ave ve n tu red to exp ress them. Let m e but
h ave t he choice of the m others of any coun t ry , and I will feel well
sat is fi ed as. to the destiny of that cou n try, either as to its moral,
Iiterary or ci v il aspect . But :the m oral prospect of this coun 
try i s not very encourag ing at this time. The " m an of si n" ap 
pears t o be m aking co n siderable progress in the lower settlem en ts.
One thing that m akes much in his favor is, h e h as the influence
of the H . B. Compan y ; though it is to be hoped that God will
thwart his plans, and that He will "overturn, over tu rn till H e come
whose right it is t o rei gn ." " T ill the s tone cu t ou t of the m oun
la in sh all fill up the whole eart h." May God h asten it in H is d ay,
is my earnest desire and prayer.

It m ay be interesting to you to know an yone with whom I
h ave been formerly acq ua in ted . Mr. Bacon used to be m y precep
tor in music, whom I suppose you h ave of ten seen . I would like
much to be remem bered to him, if he is living there.

I h ave, perhaps, said m ore no w than you will think worth
se nd ing more than two thousand miles, bu t I must say in co n clu-



86 TWE~TY-FIRST A..~NUAL REUNION

slon, that Dr. a nd Mrs, Whitman seem ve ry near to m e. It ep
pea ted al m ost like parting with my m other when I left there to
co me to this p lace (which you will find marked on the m ap of
Oregon in the November number of the lIfissionary H era/d. ) ]
h ave spen t m an}" very pleasant hours in ber co m pany and hope
to spend m ore ere life cl oses.

S hould yo u ever rece ive th is, a le tter as long as you wish to
write would he m ost accep table. Ne ws from the S tates is a IW8}' S

scarce at Tshim a ka in Bud Waiilatpu.

Your t rue fr iend,

A N D R E W R OG E RS, JR .

Miss J ane A. Pre n t iss,
Quincy, Adams Co.,

Illinois. U. S . A.

WAlI LATPU. Sep t . r r th , 1846.

Af,.. H aru ey P. Prentiss, /l11·s. Livonia L Prentiss, lily Dear
Brother and Sister:-Jt is h u t a few days s ince I rece ived th at
g ood family letter bearing d ate of March, 1836, ( I846?] , S ince
tha t t ime my m ind h as been much upon you for this reason : I
hear you are removing to the Sou t h for the sake of a warmer cli
m ate, I h ad much rather you would come this way, and h ave been
stud ying eyer s ince to see if I could bot induce you to come. There
a re many reasons why we wish you to co m e, but my tim e is so
lim ited that I ca n gin yo u but a fe w of them now, I shall wri t e
again t his fall to som e o r all of yo u, if perm itted. We wish you
were he re to assist us in ou r work ; we h ave m ore tha n we ca n d o,
and if you were here now we cou ld give ) 'OU bot h labor and sup 
port a nd would be glad to d o it. I kno w ) ' OU would like this
m ild and health )' clima te better t h a n the o ne where you h ave
gone, at least we think so, Take the m ap, if yo u please, and j ust
look at ou r si tuation o n this Wes tern coast. The Sandwich Is ,
l ands and Chi na are o u r next d oo r neigh bors, I see I cannot en-
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large upon this su bj ect. I was going to speak of the facilities for
acq u ir in g co m petency, if not wealth , in this co un t ry, bu t m y
time will not permit.

A little reflection will show you what I wish to say and I
h ope induce you to co m e. If you will o n ly m anage to get here,
we are here t o assist you a ll you need to get a star t , if you should
not wish t o continue with us. Do not be a nx ious for your ch i l
dren j here is a good place for them to do well for themselves, both
a s to education and getting a living. We h ave a good E nglish
school here every winter and eventually intend to h ave a n acad 
emy or college . Do co me. I say this with a ll m y heart. Y ou
will find the j ourney a trying one, but there is no difficulty in
g etting here. A good wagon with a n ox team, and co ws to cha nge
with, will in time bring you here, and then I wish you would
bring J ane. I want her here ve ry much as a teacher, and Ed ward ,
t oo. If yo u co me they will com e, I h ave n o d oubt, for l as t yea r
they wrote us proposing to com e if we wanted them. The Boa rd
h ad rather we would employ a farmer than appoint o ne and send
to us. We expect the line will be se t tled with England soo n, if
it is not already, a nd that the Un ited States will ex te nd her juris
diction ove r us; when that is done, we expect t here will be a flood
of e m ig ra n ts rolling th is way. For th ree ye ars pas t there h as
been large co m p a n ies of from 500 to 700 wagons each year to Ore
go n and Cali fo rn ia ,

Brother Kinny says he would co me to Oregon , if he h ad no
wife. Please tell him h e is in a much better s itua t ion for co m ing to
O regon as a sett le r than if he h ad none, for nothing m akes bach
e lors fee l so much like gett ing a wife as to co me here: and frud
n o ne t o be h ad , Many are of ten disposed to degrade themsel ves
e noug h to take a native.

I see Co ng ress is talking about star t ing a w ail across tbe .
m ountains. When that is accom plished , I shall hope to h ear from
h ome fri ends of tener and m ore regular. Mother thinks if she
s hou ld co me here she would be a fra id of the I nd ian s. It might
be, yet I think she would soo n get over it. They neve r were m ore
quiet and peaceable than now, and appear t o be getting m ore so.
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We feel that you r going to Virginia will n ot be in the way of your
co m ing , for we think you will be m ore likely to co me bere, for hav
ing come thus far. I hope you will write us and tell us all about
it. As I know not where to direct this letter, I shall send it t o
father to h ave him forward it. I have written this in g res,t
h aste, for the I ndian post is waiting to take this, with many other
letters, to Walla Walla, where the boats will leave to-mo rrow
morning.

My health is qu ite good for m e. All of the family a re well ;
i ndeed, we have no s ick ness at all in the family scarcely , a lthough
the orph an fam ily, before they came here, were quite su bj ect to
s ick ness.

Please g ive ou r united love to all our dear friends, a nd be
lieve m e

Affection atel y you r s ister,

N ARCI SS."'" WnIT!tf A S.

H en. S tephen Pre nti ss,
Cu ba , Alleg h any Co.,

New York.

\VAIILATPU, OREGOS T E R RITORY,
N0 \ ' . grd , 1846. }

AI rs. Clarissa Prentiss, H onored and Beloved Al other:--It is with
indescribable pleasure I received and perused those excellen t lines,
pen ned by that h and tha t has been so much of my life devo ted
to my comfort , and dictated by that h eart that h as so of ten
bea t with em ot io n for m y good , too de ep for utterance. It really
seemed as if the ve ry fountains of my heart were broken up and
m ;r whole sou l was filled with emot ions indescribable. 0 , m y
m other, m y dear m other, and father! H ow I love to dwell upon
these blessed sou nds. Do I love these dear ones less, as I grow in
years and as separatio n widens ? S urel y n ot. Yea, my heart cli ngs
to them with a n undying grasp; and I bless God that we have
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the assurance that this union is not to end in this life, but will
ex ist , yea, and increase, too, through an unending eternity.

It was but a few mornings ago that I was reading m other's
letter to the ch ild ren , and husband was sit t ing by. Afterwards I
handed it to him, and looking at it, he said (the tears filling his
eyes), .. Mother writes well for one that writes so seldom ," sa id he
" she writes better th an any of her daughters." And so I think,
too. I h ope m other will be encouraged, when she finds her letters
so accep table and doing so much good, to write ofte ner, at least
o nce a year, if not twice.

I have n ot yet received father' s promised letter, it m ay be it
failed to be in time for the opport un ity of a transport across the
m ountains. Mother's, dated March aot b , 1846, was sen t from Bos
t on to Westport and reached me in about five m onths after it was
m ailed. This brings me very near h ome. Indeed, it is the fi rst I
h ave received since those sent by husband. It would be well to
send everyth ing direct to Westport, to the care of Boone & H am
ilton, and in the sum mer and fall to Boston, and they will be
m ost su re to reach us. There is a prospect of a m onthly mail to
be established soon from St. Louis to Oregon-so we judge from
m ovements in Cong ress ; when that is accom plished a new era
will co m m ence in our western world and a happy one, t oo, to us,
if ou r friends will write us o ften .

S ince writing the above we h ave been assembled for o ur T ues
day even ing co ncert, established m ore than seven years ago by
the two Mi ssions, to pray for the cause of Ch r ist in Oregon. We
have evidence t o believe that t h is concert of prayer h as been
greatly blessed to us, and this infant co u n t ry. We feel that God
has h eard prayer, for m any precious souls givc evidence of having
passed from death to life. some am ong the Indians and many
m ore a mong o ur own coun t ry m en. The standard of p ie ty and
m orals in the Willamette is good for so new a co un t ry. Many
pious people and professing Ch r isti a ns have found their way
h ere, and many ministers of different denominations ; yet there
is 8 want of a ble ones. Mother a sks wb at so rt of people co me to
this coun t ry. There are very m any intelligent and e xcellen t peo-
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ple, and also many others who are la wless and ig nora n t . It would
be well for the Home Missionary Socie ty , in her benevolence, to
look this way, for this co u n t ry is destined to exert an influence
that will be felt the world ove r. The Panists are at work with

" . . - -- --.
a ll the ir m ig h t to get the co n t rol of the country, and h ave been
ever since we h ave been here; ncari)". " , We hope they will not
succeed, P ro testan ts need to be up and-doi ng in "order to 'save"

- - ".
thi s the o n ly spot o f the whole western coast o f Korth Amer ica
f ro m their iro n grasp. God grant we may. For this purpose we
need m ore active Ch ris t ians, teachers, and m inisters t o co m e to
this co un t ry from the E ast, and 1U)' dear father will, I h ope, use
all his powers in persuading such to come. I ca n not bea r the
thought that my broth ers and their families should go to Virginia
to set tle. Why will the)' not come here? It is both warm a nd
healthy. H ere they would be exerting a n influence that would
be felt for good , a nd here they would m ake a co m fo r t a ble living
without so much h ard labor. I have written to Brother H . urging
him to come here. We want him to help us very m uch. I hope
he will get the letter. Brothers H. and C. I think would like the
country, if o nce here. His being a m arried m an is no o bj ec t ion ,
but rather a good reason why he should co me, for with his family
here, he would be wortb som et h i ng to the coun t ry . 0 , how I
have desi red, and st ill desire, to h ave J ane and Edward com e as
teache rs. T he Lord g ran t th at they m ay, a nd th a t soo n, too. I
could wish t h at the Prattsburg colon )' might be t u rned this way,
ins tead of going to Virgin ia . T hey a re much needed here, and
i n the end would be much better sat is fi ed , we have n o doubt. 1
would ask father to co m e. but m other says she would be afraid of
the Indians. I h ave a widow lady in my family who cam e over
this fall that is fifty-seven years o ld . She is a n excellent wom an,
so kind and m otherly. She m akes m e think of m y o wn dear
m other every day, and what it would be to b ave her here.

Mother wishes m e to write abou t m y ch ild re n. 1 wrote l ast
sp r i ng ve ry full)· about them all, and if I bad room I migh t
again say much m ore.

We h ave a good school taugbt b)' Mr. Geiger, son of Deacon
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Geiger, formerly of Angelica. He is an excellent young man and
super io r teacher--children all h appy and learning fast. Brother
Spalding's two eldest board here and go to school. and we are
expect ing three from Brother W alker's. We set the table for
m ore than twenty every d ay three times, and it is a pleasing
sigh t. Mr. G. se rves the ch ild ren . Mr. Rogers, the you ng man
that t aught last winter, is st ill with us st udy ing for the ministry.
He is a good you ng man and his Ch ri st ia n soci ety affords m e
much com for t , He is a n excellent singer and h as taught the
ch ild re n to s i ng a d m irab ly. When they came here not o ne of
them co uld m ake even a n oi se toward s s inging ; n ow they co nst i
tute quite a h eavy choi r. None of "t bem co u ld read excep t the
three eldest very poorly; now they are quite good scholars and are
m aking good progress.

S ix fa milies of immigrants win ter with us, and some young
m en. T h ree o f them are a t the saw-m ill twen t y miles f rum here.
The ch ild re n of the three faml.lies that rem a in here go to school;
when they ar rived h ere, sever al were quite s ick ; o ne wom an re
mains so st ill , h avi ng been affl icted with the in fla m m at ion of the
lu ngs.

L ast Sa t urday, Marcus was called to a tte nd a wom an a t the
mill a t the b irth of a son. We !!p~ . it _q u!te ag reeable to h ave
ne igh bors to winter with us, bu t this m ay be the last , as a good
sou thern ro ute is now open i n to the h ead waters o f the Willam
e tte, and all will wi sh, p robably , to go that wa y. as it will be
m uch nearer and better.

I must tell m other of a luxury we en joy very much, and o ne
that h as a tendency to make us very ch eerfu l a nd h appy. F or m e
it h as done much toward restoring m y h ealth to be so much bet 
ter than it h as been for several years. It is daily co ld bat h ing .
Our s tuden ts and teachers go ou t every m orning, winter a nd sum 
m er and jump in t o the ri ver. Husband does it f requently, but
not SO regular, o n account of his business. T h e ch ild ren a ll de
light in it. Bot h would' be g lad to, Rll winter, if we h ad com -en 
rences. In the su m mer I go with them to the r iver, and no w
when it is warm enoug h, and whe n it is cold we t ake the tu b in
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the house. I know father would like to live here on that accou n t ,
and he would enjoy it so much, too, as some of our folks do. T he
climate is so mild and exhilarating. Husband is do ing a ll he can
to induce friends to co me. He has written to Father H otchk iss
inviting him, and requested him to co py and seud the letter to
father, and m any others.

I see I must soo n stop for the want of room. The ch ildren all
sen d thei r love to their g rand parents, a nd aunts and u ncles ; so m e
of them will be able to write soon to som e of you.

I h ave spoke n of m a ny thi ngs and su bjects, but one s t ill re
m ain s a bou t which [ should like to write, and that is the other
h alf of self. I wish m other was m ore ac quain ted with him ; he is
a ll benevolence, has a mazing energy of thought and act io n,
nothing is too h ard ur impossible for him to do, t hat can be done.
I of te n think he can no t l ast al ways; indeed, his strength is not
what it used to be, alth ough h is h ealth is quite good.

We try to do good to our ne ig h bors t ha t winter with us. I
h old a p rayer m eeti ng with the females on Wednesday, which is
precious to us. Thursday even ing is the ch ild ren's m eeti ng, wh ich I
superin tend, also. Satu rday eve n ing, Mr. R ogers h as a Bible class,
in which the ch ild ren bring forth the text of Sc r iptu re they h ave
selected o n a g iven su bj ect . Last week it was " Prayer"; the pres
e n t week it is the " Sabbath." Besides th is, the ch il d re n co m m it a
verse a d ay which is got in the m orning as their first lesson to be
recited in Sabbath sch ool.

By t his m other will see that both Ill} ' h and s and heart a re
usefully em ployed , not so much for the Indians d irectly , as
m y own family. When m y heal th failed, I was obliged to with
h old m y effor ts for t h e n atives, but the Lord h as s ince filled m y
hands with other labors, and I h ave n o reaso n to com pla in ; whe n
I am not overbu rdened with work and care, I am h appy and
cheerful , bu t as I many times am st ra it ened with m ore than 1
ca n do a nd no o ne to assis t but m y ch ildren, I become f ret ful and
imp at ient. I am m ost h appily provided for now. I have a good
girl in the ki tchen, and the old lady , which relieves me a grea t
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deal ; and .:\1T. Ge iger is such a good gO\'ernor and teacher, that
the ch ild ren g ive m e little, if any, t ro uble as to tha t par t . Of
cou rse I t ake the place o f m odera tor out o f school. We pa)' the
g i rl o ne dollar a nd a h alf a week; the widow is a boarder, but
does a g rea t deal in keeping th ings st ra igh t in the kitchen; do
not ch a rge h er for h er board .

If thi s goes from the Isl and s to Panam a and across the Isthmus,
m other will receive it in a sh ort t ime; if otherwise, it m ay be
some t ime before it will reach home, if it ever does. I would be

g lad to speak of the India ns, but o ne sheet is too small to contain
a ll . I would be g lad to say to my dear pa rents, the I nd ians are
k ind and quiet and very much attached to uS',?one the less so
fo r liaviiig so m an)' c h ild ren a bou t us. Man}' that were o n the
stage when we ca m e here, are dead and new o nes h ave taken their
places. And as husband h as j ust written to o u r Board. he says
he never h as felt m ore co n ten ted and that he was usefully em
ployed than for the last year and the present. May the Lord in
cline the hearts of m y dear parents and fr ie nds to pra )' especially
fo r us t h is wi n ter that He would se nd His Spirit urging us that
new souls may be born in to His k ingdom.

We send much love to a ll ou r relatives and f ri ends.
E ver y ou r d ut ifu l and affect io na te da ughter ,

NARCI SS,-\..

Mrs. Cl arissa Pren t iss,
Cuba, Allegheny Co.,

New York , U. S . A.

O REGO:- CITY. April 6, 1848.

To Stephen P rentiss, E sq., and .LV I'S. Prent iss, the Father and
1IlotIJ" of the late l'l rs . IVIJi!man of the Or~go" Jl/issio'l- Jlly Dear
Father and lJlother in CIJn 'st :- T h roug h the wonderful in terposi
tion of God in defivertng me fro m the hand of the m urderer, it
has beco me m y pai n fu l dutv to apprise you o f the death of you r
beloved daugh te r, Narc isse, and he r worthy and appreciated h us-

•
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band, your h onored son- in -l a w, Dr. \Vhitm an, bot h m y o wn en 
tirely devoted, ever faithful and e m inen tly useful assoc iates in the
work of Christ. The)" were inhumanly butchered by their ow n ,
up to the last moment, beloved Indians, for wbom their warm
Christian hearts had prayed for eleven years, and their unwearied
h ands h ad administered to their every want in s ic k ness and in
distress, and had bestowed unnumbered blessings ; wbo claimed
to be, and were co ns ide red , in a high s ta te of civ il iza t ion and
Christianity. So me of them were m embers o f o u r ch u rch ; others
ca nd ida tes for ed m ission ; some of them adhere n ts of the Cat ho 
lic ch u rch-all praying Indians. The)" were, doubtless, urged o n
to the dreadful deed by foreign influences, which we h ave felt
coming i n upon us like a devastat ing flood for the last three o r
four years : and we h ave begged the autho rs , with tea rs in ou r
eyes , to desist, not so much o n acco un t o f ou r o wn Jives and pro
perty , bu t for the sake of those com i ng , and the safet y o f t hose a l
read}" in the cou n t ry. Bu t the au t hors thought none would be in
jured bu t the h ated missionaries-the devoted heret ics, and the
work of hell was urged o n. and h as e nded, not o n ly in the death
of three mission aries, the ruin of ou r mission, but in a b lood}'
war with the settlemen ts, wh ich rna)" end in the m assacre of
every family ,

God alone can se ve us. I must refer you to the H erald for
my,views as to the direct and remote ca uses which have conspired
to bring abou t the terrible ca lam ity . I can not write a ll to ever)"
o ne, h aving a large family to care for ; Mrs, S paldi ng is sufferi ng
from the dreadful exposu re during the Bight and since we h ave
been this cou n t ry c-dest it u te of a l most every thing, no d welli ng
place as yet , food a nd ra iment to be found, m an)' , many a ffl ic ted
friends to be informed, m y own soul bleedi ng from m any wounds ;
m y dea r s ister, Narcisse, with whom I h ave grow n up a s a child
o f the sa me Iamlfy , with whom I h ave la bored so long and so in
timately in the work of teaching the Indians, and my beloved
Dr, Whitm an, with whom I h ave for so m any years kneeled in
praying, taking swee t co u nsel, have been murdered, a nd their
bones scattered upon the plains-the labors and h opes o f m any
years in an h our a t a n en d, the house o f the Lord , the mission
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h ouse, burned, and its walls demolished. the property of the Lord
to the a moun t o f thousands of dolla rs, in the h ands of the rob
bers, a o nce large and happy family red uced to a few helpless
ch ild ren, wade orphans a secon d time, to be separa ted and com 
pelled to find homes a mong st rangers ; ou r fears for our dear
brothers W alker and Eells of the most alarming cha rac ter; our
infant set tlemen ts involved in a bloody war with hostile India n s
and o n the bri nk of ruin- all, a ll, ch ill m y blood and fetter m y
h ands.

The m assacre took place un the fatal 29th of Novem ber l ast ,
co m mencing at h alf past one. Fo urteen perso ns were m ur
dered fir st and last. Nine men the first d ay. Five men es
caped fro m the Stat ion, th ree in a m ost wonderful m anner, one
of whom was the trem bl ing wri ter, with whom I k now you will
un ite in p ra is in g God for delivering even o ne. The n ames and
p laces of the s la i n a re as follows : T he two precious na mes a lready
g iven, m y h and refuses to wri te them aga in . Mr. R ogers, young
m an, teacher of our Miss ion school in winter o f '46 ; s ince then
bas been a iding us in our miss ion work and study ing for the
m in ist ry, wi th a view t o be ordained and j o in our Miss ion; J ohn
and F rancis Sager, the two eldest of the orph an family , ages 17
a nd IS; Mr. K im ball of L aporte, I ndiana, ki lled seco nd day, left a-. -
widow and fixe ch ildren ; Mr. Sau nders of Osk a loosa, Iowa , left a
widow and five ch ild re n ; M r. H all o f Missour i, escaped to Fort
Walta \Valla, was refused protection , put ove r the Col umbia r iver,
killed by the W alla W allas, left a widow and five ch ild re n ; Mr.
Marsh of M issour i, left a so n g ro wn and young daughter ; Mr.
H offm a n of E lmi ra, New Yo rk ; Mr. Gillan of Oska loosa, Iowa ;
Mr. Sails of latter place ; Mr. Bewley of Missouri. Two last
d ragged frOID sick beds e igh t days after the first m assacre and
butchered ; Mr. You ng, killed second day. L ast five were u n
m arried m en. Forty wom an a nd children fell cap t ives in to the
hand s of the m urderers, a m ong them m y own beloved daugh ter,
E liza , ten yea rs old. Th ree of the cap t ive ch ild ren soon died, left
without pare n t al care, two of them your dear Narcisse's, o n ce a
widow wom an's. T he young women were d ragged f rom the
h ouse by n ight and beastly t reated . T h ree of them became wives
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to the murderers. On e, the daughter o f Mrs. K imball. beca me
the wife of him who killed her father-often told h er of it. One,
Miss Bewley. was tak en t we n t y miles to the Ut illa and became
the wife of Hezek iah ,a principal ch ief and m em ber of ou r ch urc b
who, u p till t h a t time, had exhibi ted a g ood ch aracter . E ight
d ays a fter the first bu tchery, the t wo fa m ilies at the saw-m ill"
twenty miles d istant, were brough t down and the m e n sp ared to
do work for the I n dia ns. T h is increased the number of the cap
tives t o fo rty -seven, a fter the t hree ch ild ren died . In vari ous
W8)'S they '~er; c ruel1 y trea ted and co m pelled to cook a nd work
late and early for the Indians.

As soon as Mrs. S pald i ng heard of my probable death and the
cap t ivi ty of E liza, she sent two Indians (l'ez Perces) to effect her
deliverance, if possible. The murderers refused to give her up
until they knew whether I was alive,a s I had escaped their hands,
and whether the Americans would co me up to avenge the death of
their cou n t rymen . S h ould the Americans sh ow themselves, eve ry
woman and ch ild should be butchered. The two sick men bad
j us t been beaten and cu t to pieces before the eyes o f the help
less ch ild re n and women, thei r blood sp itted upon the floor, and
their m a ngled bodies l ay at the door fo r fo rty-eight hours, ove r
which the cap t ives were compelled to p ass for wood and water.

E li za says when she heard the heavy blows and hea rd dying
g roans, she s topped h er ears. Such was and such bad been for
seve ra l days the s itua t io n of E liza, when the two Nez Perces, par
t icular fr iends to o ur children, told E liza the)' must return with
o u t her. The murderers would not give her up. She h ad give n
up her father as dead, bu t her m other was alive and up to tbis
hour sh e hoped to reach her boso m , but now this h ope went ou t ,
a nd sh e began to pine. Besides, she was the o n ly o ne left who
understood the Iang uege, and was called up at all h ours of th e
night and k ept o u t for hours in the cold and wet, with a l most
no clot h ing left b)' the hand of the ro bbers, to in terpret for whites
and Indians, tHl she was not a b le to stand upon her feet, and
then they beset her Iying upon the fl oor-bed she h ad none
till her vo ice failed from weakness.
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I had reached h ome before the Indians who went for h er re
turned, and shared witb my wife the a n g uis h o f seeing the Indians
return without our ch ild . Had she been dead , we could h ave giv
e n he r up ; but to have R li vin g child a cap ti ve in the hands of
Indians whose hands were s ta ined with the blood of o ur slain
f riends, and not able to delive r her, was the sh arpest dagger t hat
e ve r entered m y soul. Suffi ce it to say , we found our daughter at
F ort Wall a Walla with the. ranso~~~_ cap t ives, too weak to stand,
a mere skeleto n, her mind as much injured as her health. T hrough
the aston is h i ng goodness o f God she h as rega i ned her health and
st reng t h , and her m ind h a s resumed j ts usual tone.

The capt ives were delivered b)' the prompt interposi t ion and
jud icious m enagemen t o f_~~. .9dgen , Ch ief F actor of the H. H. B.
Co., to whom too m uch prai se can not be a warded. He arrived at
W etta Walla Dec. rath. In abou t two weeks h e succeeded in
ransoming all the capri ves for blan kets, shi rts, guns, a m m u n i-- . .- _-
tion, to bacco, to the amou n t o f some fi ve hundred dollars . They
were brought into the fo rt o n Dec. 30th. Myself a nd those with
me a rri ved o n the fi rst o f J anuary. Oh, what a m eeting-remnants
o f o nce large a nd happy families; but o u r tears of g ri ef were
mingled with tears of j oy. We h ad not dared to h ope that de
live rance could com e so soon and so co m p le te.

F or som e time previous to the massacre the measles. fo llo wed
b)' the dysentery, h ad been ragi ng in the co un t ry. The families
at Waiilatpu had been great sufferers. I arri ved a t Wa i ifatpu the
aa nd of Nove m ber ; e ig h t d ays before the dreadful deed. All the
doctor's family had been s ic k , but were recovertug : three o f the
ch ild ren were yet d angerously s ick; bes ides :\Ir. Osborn , with his
s ick family, were in the sam e house. Mrs. Osborn and three chit 
dren were d angerous ; o ne of their child ren died during the week.
A yo ung man, "M r. Bewley, was also \'er)' s ick . T he doctor's hands
were m ore than full am o ng the I nd ians ; three and somet imes
five died in a day. Dear s ister Whitma n seemed read y to s in k
nnder the immense weight of l abor and ca re. Bu t li ke a n angel
o f mercy, she continued to ad m in ister with her ever-read y hand
to the wa nts of all. Late "and early , night and d ay. she was by
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the bed of the s ic k , the dying, and the afflicted. During the week,
I en joyed seve ral precious seasons with her. She was the sa me
devoted se rva n t of the Lord sh e was wben we enjoyed like prec
ious seasons in ou r beloved Plattsburg many years ago, ready
t o live or die {or the n ame of the Lord Jesus Ch r ist . .Sat u rday
the Indians from the Utilla.., sent for the doctor to visit their sick .
H e wished m e t o accompany him. We started la te, rode in a
heavy ra in through the night, arrived in the m orning. The d oc
tor a tten ded upon the s ick, a nd returned o n the Sabbat h o n
account of the d ang erous s ic k ness in his family. I remained till
Wednesday. Monday m orning the doctor ass isted in bu rying a n
Indian ; ret u rned to the house and was reading- - several India ns,
as usual were in the h ouse ; o ne sat d o wn by him to at tract his
attention by asking for medicine ; a nother ca m e behind h im with
tomahawk co ncealed under his blanket and with t wo blows in
the hack o f the head, b roug h t him to the floor senseless, proba bly,
but n ot lifeless ; soon a fter T elaukaikt, a cand id ate fo r ad m issio n
in ou r ch u rch , and who was receivin g unnumbered favors every
d ayfrom brot her and s ist er Whitman, ca me in and t ook p art icu 
1M p a ins to cu t and beat his face and cut his throat ; b u t he st ill
lingered till n ear night. As soo n as the frr ing co m m enced at the
differe nt places , Mrs. H ayes ran in and ass isted s ist er Wh itman
in t aking the d octor from the kitchen to the s itt in g -roo m and
placed him upon the settee. This was before his face was cu t .
His dea r wife bent over h im a nd mingled her flowing tears with
his precious b lood . It was all she cou ld d o. The)' were h er last
tears. To whatever she sa id , he would reply "no" in a whisper,
proba bly not sensib le. Jo~n Sager was s it t ing by the doctor
when he received the first blow, drew his pistol, b ut his a rm was
se ized , the room filling with Indians, and his h ead was cu t to
pieces. H e l ingered t ill nea r night. Mr. R ogers, a ttack ed a t the
water, escaped with a b roken arm and wound in the head, and
rushing into the h ouse, sh u t the d oor. The Indians seemed to
have left the h ouse n ow to assist in murdering others, Mr. Kim
ball , with R broken a rm rushed in ; both secreted themselves up
st airs. S ist er Whitman in a ng u ish, n ow bending over h er dying
husband and now over the sick; now com for tin g the Eying, screa m -
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ing ch il d ren , was passing by the win dow, when she rece ived the
first shot in h er r ight breast , a nd fell to the Ooor. She immedi
a te ly arose a nd k neeled by the settee o n wh ic h lay her bleeding
h usband , and in hum ble p rayer com m ended h er soul to God and
p rayed fo r her dear child ren wh o were abou t to be made a second
t im e o rph ans and to fall in to the h ands of her d irect m urderers ,
I a m certa in she prayed for her murderers, too. She now went in to
the cham ber with Mrs. H ayes, M iss Bewley, Catha r ine, and the
sic k ch ild ren . They remai ned t ill near n ight. In the m ea n time
the doors and wi ndows were broken i n and the I nd ian s e ntered
and co m m enced plundering, but they feared to go in to the cha m -

•
ber, T hey called for siste r Whitman and brother Rogers to come
down and p ro m ised the}' sho uld no t be hurt. This promise was
oft en repeated, and they ca me down, Yo ur dear Narcisse, faint

with the loss of b lood, was ca r r ied o n a settee to the door b)"
brother Rogers and Miss Bewley . Every co rner o f the room was
cro wded with Indians h aving thei r guns ready to fire. The ch il
dren h ad been brought down and huddled together to be shot.
Eliza was o ne. H ere they b ad s tood for a lo ng "t im e surrounded
by guns pointi ng a t the ir b reasts. She often heard the cr}· "Shall
we shoot?" and h er b lood became cold , sh e says, and she fcll upon
the floor. Bu t n ow the orde r was g iven, "Do no t shoot the ch il 
d ren ," as the settee p assed th ro ugh the ch ildren ove r the bleeding.
d y ing body of J ohn . F atal m oment ! The set tee ad va nced about
its leng th from the door, when the g uns were discharged f rom
witb out a nd within, the powder ac tua lly burn ing the faces of the
ch ild re n. Brother Rogers raised his b and end cr ied , " my God,"
and fell upon his face, p ierced witb m a n)" balls. But he fell not
alone. An equal num ber of the deadty weapon s were leveled a t the
settee and, o h ! t ha t t h is discha rge h ad been deadlty. But oh ! Father
of Me rcy, so it seemed good in th y sight . She groaned, she lingered.
The settee was rudely upset.-Oh, what have I done ? Can the
aged m other read and live ? Think of Jesus in tbe h ands of the
cruel J ews. I t hought to withhold the worst facts, but then they
would go to you f rom o th er sou rces, and t h e uncertainly would
be worse than t he reali t y . Pardon m e, if I h ave erred.

F ranc is a t the same t ime was dragged from tbe child ren a nd
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sh ot; all t h ree now l ay upon the grou nd, g roaning, struggling, dy 
i n g. As they groa ned, the Ind ians beat them with their wh ips and

clubs, and t ried to force their h orses over them. Darkness d is
persed the India n s, b ut the groans of the dy i ng conti n ued till in
nigh t. Brother Rogers seem ed t o ling er t he longest. A shor t
tim e befo re Mr. Osborn and family left the hid ing p lace, h e was

heard t o say in a faint vo ice, "Lord J esus, come q u ickly," and all
was s ilen t. T h e next m orning they were seen t o be dead , by th e
ch ild ren . But what a sig h t for those d ear lam bs-made a se co n d
t ime fatherless, m otherless ; a n d m y dea r E liza stood w ith t hem,

b ut sh e cove red he r f ace with h er hands-sh e says sh e cou ld n ot
look upon h er d ear Mrs. Wb itman, always like a m other to h er.
The dead bodies were n ot allo wed to be removed till W ednesday

m ornin g , when they were gathered t og e th er. E liza a nd som e o f
the other girls sewed sheet s a round them.ta larg e p it was d ug' by a

Fren chm an and some friend I)' Ind ians, and they were bur ied t o 
geth er, but so s li g h-t i )""7th atwhe~ 'the a r m )' arri ved a t the st a t ion ,

they found that the wolves h ad d ug them all up , eaten thei r flesh ,
an d scattered the ir bones upon the pla ins. " 0 God , the h eathen
are come into thine inheritance ; t hy h oly temple h ave they defi led
T h e bodies of thy serva n ts h a ve they g iven t o be m eat u n t o t h e

fo wls of the h eaven, the flesh of t h y sa ints unto the beasts of th e
ea rt h . T he ir blood h ave they shed l i k e water rou n d abou t J eru 
sa lem ; and there was n on e t o bury them, H elp us, 0 God o f our

S a lva tion, for the G lo ry of thy name."

So me h a ir f rom t h e sacred h ead of you r deares t d aughter was
found by t h e arm y , 1 believe rolled in a piece of paper , dou bt

less cu t and put a way by her ow n h and some two years ago. A
lock w as obt a in ed by D r. Wi lcox of East Bloom fi e ld, New York,
which was h and ed t o m e the other d ay. W ith g rea t sat is fact io n r

send it t o h er d eeply a ffl ict ed father an d m other, P recious relic !

And n ow, s h all 1 a t tempt t o soot h y our bleeding h earts ? It

would be like o ne d rown ing man s t re tch in g out his h and t o

h old up a n other. I, m yself, a m in the deepest waters of a ffli c
t io n. My dear b rot her an d s iste r Whi t m a n n o m ore ; the ir m is

s io n house dem olished; m yself and family driven f ro m ou r firs t
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o wn home, and the little ch urch which we h ad been gathered
around ; o u r brothers, Walker and E ells, perhaps, slai n and their
wives and ch ild ren ca p t ives in the hands of the murderers. .. But
wh y a rt thou d isquieted, ob m y soul?" .. Even so, F ather, for so it
seemeth good in Thy sig t ," "This world is poor f rom shore to
shore," Tbere is no p lace l ike heaven, and it bas seemed doubly
precious s in ce the day my dear associa tes end ed their toils, and
left this world of blood and sin to enter upon the unending song
of Moses and the Lamb. I know where you will go, my honored
Ietber and m other in Christ , when } ' OU h ave read this letter, you
will go to tbe Mere}' Seat , and there )'OU will fin d balm for you r
deep ly wounded souls, for } ' OU k no w h ow to ask for it. And when
there. )'ou wilt not forget the sca ttered sheep and the trembl ing
lam bs of our bro ken m issio n.

At the time of the m assacre, Perri n Wh it m a n, nephew of D r.
Whitman. was a t The Dalles i n the fam ily o f M r. Hinman, wbom
we h ad em ployed to occupy the station which h ad been lately tra ns
ferred to our mission by the Methodist m iss io n. On heari ng of
the blood}' tragedy, the)' left tbe station and came to the W al
Iamet te. H e is here. The little h alf-breed Spanish 00)' by the
n ame of David Malin was retained at Wal1a Walla. I fe ar h e
will fall in to the hands of the pr iests who re m a in in the country .
Cat heri ne. E liza bet h , Matilda. Hen ri etta and Mar)' Ann,we brought
witb us to this place ; Mary Ann bas since died. For the ot her
four we h ave obta ined good places and they seem sa t is fied and
h appy. Catharine is in the family of the R ev. Mr, Ro berts, Super
intendent of the Methodist mission.

T h ree Papists , o ne an Indian formerly f rom Ca n ad a and late
from the state o f Maine, h ad been in t he employ of t he doctor a
few weeks ; o ne a h alf breed with Cayuse wi fe, and o ne a Canadian

-~ - ---- ---who h ad been in the em p loy of the docto r for more than a }-ea r.
seemed to h ave aided in the m assacre, and probably secured m ost
of the m oney, watches a nd valua ble property . The Canadian came
down with the captives, was ar rested, brought befo re a justice ,
bound over for t rial at nex t co urt charged witb having a ided in
the murders. T be night before be was arrested, h e secreted in the
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ground a nd between the boards of a .bouse considerab le o f

Mr. H offman 's m oney a nd a watch o f o ne of the widows. The
Canad ian Indian , J o Lewis, shot Francis with his o wn hand and

was the first to com mence break ing the windows and d oors ; is now
with the hostile Indians. T he h alf-breed n amedJinley was
cam ped near the s ta t io n , and in his lodge the murderers h eld t heir
cou nc ils before a nd during the m assacre. H e was at the head o f

the Cay u,.:;cs a t the battle near the Ut illa ; managed" b y pretended
fr fendsbip, to a ttract the a t ten t ion o f o ur officers, while his war
r iors, unobserved. surrounded our army. As soon as they h ad
gained their d esired position, he wheeled and fired his gun, as t h e
s ignal for the India ns to com mence. Altbough they bad the ad 

vantage of tbe g round, far super io r in number, and the first fire,
they were com p letely defeated , driven f rom the fi eld and finally
from the ir possessio n o f tbe cou n t ry, and expect to fort if." a t t he
mission stat ion at Waiilatpu. The Cay uses have removed their
families and their stock over S nake river into the Palouse cou n 

try in the d irection of b rot hers Walker and Eells. Ou r army ca me
upon them at Snake river as the)' abou t were to cross. About 1,500
head of cattle and the whole Cayuse cam p were com p le tely in t hei r

h ands. But h ere our o ffice rs were ag a in for the third and fourth
time ou t witted b y some Indians riding up to them. and pretend
ing friendship, saying that some of their o wn ca ttle were in the
band, and beg g ed time t o separate them. Ou r com m ander h aving
received orders not to involve t he innocent with the guilty, g ave
them till m orning . It is sa id his m en actually wept at the terri
ble m istake. Next m orning, as might be expected, m ost of the
cattle and nearly all t he Cayuse property h ad been crossed over. -
and were safe . Our army started a way with so me 500 h ead. The
I n<!.ia ns , with the pretended fr iendly ones at the h ead, fought a ll

day. At night, being double the number of the whites, the I n
dians retook their cat tle. The whites were o b liged to retreat to
the s tat io n . The Indians con t in ued to fight them through the

night and the next d ay. The third day the officers reached the
s ta t io n, n one killed, but seven wounded, o ne badly , s ix o f the In
dians killed and some thirty wounded. The com m and er and
half of the arm y Immediately s t ar t ed for this cou n t ry for prov is-
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ions, am mun it ion and m ore m en. If t h e few left a re not soon
re inforced and supplied, the)' will be in da nger of being cu t o ff,
a nd the Ind ians will be down o n t he settlements. T he com 
mander was acciden ta lly killed o n his wa)' d own.

T he Lord h as transferred us f rom o ne fi eld of la bor to a u
o ther. Through the kind ness of R ev. Mr. Clark , Mr. S m it h a nd
o t hers, we h ave been brought to this place, "Tualatin Plains: '
M rs . Spalding h as a large sch ool, and I am to preach . God ass ist 
i ng, at three stat io ns thro ugh the sum mer.

As I cannot write to all, I wish t'h is le tte r printed and cop ies
o f the papers sen t to Rev. David G reene, Miss ion House, Bosto n ,
Mass . ; Dudley Allen, 1\1. D., Kinsm an, Trumbull Co., Oh io ; Rev.
C. F . Scoville, H olland Patent, O neid a Co., New York. : Calv in C.
Stowe, L ane Sem inary. Ci ncin n a t i, Oh io ; 1\lr. Seth Paine, Troy,
Bradford Co. , Penn. ; Mr. G. W . H offman, Elmira, Che m un g Co.,
New York; H a n. S tratton H . W heeler, W heeler, S teuben Co.,
New York, and Christian O bserver , Ph ildelphia, Penn.

Yours in the deep waters of a ffl ic tion,
H . H. SPALDINC.

H an. Stephen Prentiss, Esq .,
West Almond,

Allegheny Co., New York.



ADDITIONAL LETI'ERS

[The followi ng letters of Mrs . Whitman, with a n occasiona l
o ne from her husband, were secured after those preceding were
arranged for printing. This st a te m en t is .m ade to show wh y
there is a break in the ch ro nolog ical arrangement.c-G rso. H .
HIM E S, S E CR ETARY.]

PI.,.ATT.E RIVER.]US'I' ABOVE THE FORKS,}
June 3d , 1836.

Dear Sister H arriet and B rother Edward:-Fr iday eve, s ix
o 'clock . W e h av e just enca m ped for the night near the bluffs
over against the river. The bottoms a re a sof t, wet plain , and we
were o bliged to leave the river yesterday for the bluffs. The face
o f the co un t ry yesterday afternoon and today h as been rolling
san d bluffs, m ostly barren, quite unlike what ou r eyes h ave been
sat ia ted with for weeks past. No timber nearer than the Platte,
and the water tonight is very bad-got from a small r avine. We
have usuall y h ad good water previous t o this.

Our fuel for COOk ing s ince we left timber (no timber excep t
o n r-ivers] h a s been dried buffalo dung; we now find plenty of it
and it answe rs a very good purpose, s im ila r t o the kind of coal
used in Pennsylvania (I suppose now Harriet will m ake up a face
a t th is, but if she was h ere she would be glad t o h ave her supper
cooked at any rate in this scarce timber country). The present
time in ou r journey is a very important o ne. The hunter brought
us buffalo m eat yesterday for the first time. Buffalo were seen t oday
but none h ave been t aken. We h ave som e for supper t onight. Hus
band is cook i ng it-no one of the com pa n y professes the art but
himself. I expect it will be very good. Stop-I have so much to
say t o the children that I do not know in what part of my story
to begin. 1 h ave very little time to write. I will first tell you
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what ou r co m p a ny consists o f. We are ten in number ; five mis
sionaries, three Indian boys an d two young m en employed to as
s ist i n packing animals.

Sa tu rday. ath. Good m orning, H . and E . I wrote last night
t ill suppe r; afte r that it was so d ark 1 co uld not see. 1 told you
h ow m any bipeds there was in o ur co m pany last n igh t; now for
the quadrupeds : Four teen h orses, s ix mules and fifteen head of
cattle. We milk four co ws. We sta rted with seven teen , but we
have killed one calf, a nd the F ur Company, being ou t of provision,
h ave taken o ne of ou r cows for beef. It is usually pinching
times with the Company befo re they reach the buffalo. We h ave
h ad a plenty because we m ade am p le provision a t Liber ty. We
purchased a barrel o f flour and baked enough to last us, with
killing a calf or two, until we reached the buffalo.

The Fur Co m pa ny is large this year; we a re really a m oving
village-nearly 400 a n imals, with ours, m ostly mules, and 70 men.
The Fur Co m pany h ave seven wagons drawn by s ix mules each,
h eavily loaded , and o ne car t drawn by two mules, which carries
a lame m an, o ne of the proprietors of the Co m pany. We have
two wagons in our co m pany. Mr. and Mrs. S ., husband and m y
self ride in one, Mr. G ray and the baggage in the other. Our In
dian boys drive the cows and Dulin the h orses. Young Miles
leads our forward h orses, four in each team. No w E ., if you wan t
to see the cam p in m otion,look a way ahead and see first the pilot
and the captain, F itzpat ric k, jus t befo re h im ; next the pack a ni
m als, all mules, loaded with g reat packs ; soon a fter you will see
the wago ns, and in the rear, ou r co m pany. \Ve all co ve r qu ite a
space. The p ack mules a lwavs st r ing a long o ne af ter the other
just like Indians.

T h ere are several gentlemen in the co m pany who are going
over the m ountains for pleasure. Cap t. S tewa rt p\Ir. Lee speaks
of him in h is journal-he went over wben h e did and returned}
h e is a n E ng lish man and Mr. Celam . We h ad a few oftbew to tea
with us last Monday even ing, Capts. F itzpat r ick , S tewa rt , M ajor
H arris a nd Celam .
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I wish I co u ld d escribe to you how we live so th at you ca n
realize it. Our m anner o f Jiving is far preferable to any in the
S tates. I never was so con ten ted a nd h appy before, neither h ave
I enjoyed such h ealth for years. In the m orning as soon as the
d ay breaks the first tha t we be ar is t he words, <l Ar ise! Arise !"
then the mules set up such a noise as you never h eard , which puts
the whole camp i n m otion. We encamp i n a large ring, baggage
and m en, tents and wagons on the outside, and all the a n imals
e xcep t the co ws, which a re fastened to pickets , wi thin the ci rcle.
This arrangemen t is t o accom modate the guard, who st a nd regu
larly eve ry nigh t and day, also when we are in m otion, to protect
o u r animals from the approach of Indians, who would s teal them.
As I sa id, the m ules' noise b r ings every m an o n his feet to loose
them and turn them out t o feed.

No w, H. and E ., you must think it very h ard t o h av e to get
up so ea rly after sleep ing o n the sof t g round , when you find it
hard work to open your eyes at seven o'clock. Just think of m e
---every morning a t the word, Of Arise !" we all sp r ing. While the
horses a re feeding we get breakfa st in a hurry and eat it. By
this time the words," Catch up! Catch up," ring through the
camp lor m oving. W t- are read)' to sta rt usually at - s ix , travel
till e le ve n , encam p, rest and feed, and sta rt again about two;
travel until s ix, or before, if we co me to a good t avern, then en 
ca mp for the night,

S i nce we h ave been in the prairie we h ave done all ou r cook 
ing. When we left Liberty we expected to t ake bread to last us
p art of the way, bu t could not get en oug h t o carry us a ny dis
tance. We found it a wk ward work to bake o u t of d oors a t first,
bu t we-have become so accustomed t o it now we d o it very easily.

Tell m other I am a very good h ousekeeper o n the prairie. I
wish she could just take a peep at us while we are s itt ing a t ou r
m eal s. Our table isthe ground, ourtable-cloth is a n India-rubber
cloth used when it rains as a cloak ; ou r dishes a re made of tin
basins for teacups, iron spoons and plates, each of us, and several
pans for milk and to put o u r m eat in when we wish to set it o n
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the table. Each one carries his own knife in his sca bbard , and it
is al ways ready for use . When the t able things are sp read , after
making ou r own forks of st ic ks and helping ou rselves to chai rs ,
we gather a rou nd the table. Husband always provides m y sea t , and
in a way that you would laugh to see. It is the fashion of all th is
cou n t ry to im itate the Turks. Messrs. Dunbar and Alli s h ave
supped with u s, and they do the same. We t ake a blanket and
lay dow n by the t able, and those whose j o in ts will let them fol
low the fashion; others take ou t some of the baggage (1 suppose
you know that there is n o s tones in th is cou n t ry ; not a stone h ave
I seen of a n)' size o n the pra irie ). P ar my part I fix m yself as
gracefully as I ca n, so m et imes o n a blanket , sometimes o n a box,
just as it is convenient. Let m e assure yo u of th is, we relish our
food none the less for si tt i ng o n the g round while eat ing. We
h ave t ea and a plenty of milk, which is a luxury in this coun t ry .
Ou r milk h as assis ted us very much in m ek ing our breed s ince we
have been j ourneying. While the F ur Co m pa ny h as felt the want
of food, ou r milk h as been of g rea t serv ice to us ; bu t it was co n 
sidera ble work for us t o supply ten persons with bread three times
a day. We are done using it now. What little flo ur we h ave left
we sha l1 preserve for th ickening ou r brot h , which is excellen t . I
never saw a ny t hing like buffalo m eat to sat is fy hunger. We do
n ot wa nt a ny thing el se with it. I h ave eaten three meals o f it
and it reli shes well. S upper and breakfa st we eat in our tent.
We do not pitch it at n oon. Have worship im med ia tely afte r
supper and brea k fast.

Noon.- The face of the co un t ry today has been like that of
yesterday. We are now about 30 miles a bove the forks, and Ieev
ing the bluffs for the river. We have seen wonders th is fo renoon .
Herds of buffalo h ove in sig h t ; one, a bu ll, crossed our trail a nd
ra n upon the bluffs near the rear of the cam p. We too k the
t rouble to chase him so as to have a near view. Sister S pald i ng
a nd m yself got ou t o f the wagon and ran upon the bluff to sec
him. This band was quite willing to g rat ify ou r curios it y, see ing
it was the fir st. Severa l h ave been killed this forenoon. The
Co m pa ny k eep a wan o ut ell the t ime t o hunt for the cam p.
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Ed ward, if I write much m ore in this way I do not know as
you can read it without great difficulty. 1 could tell you much
m ore, but 8S we are all ready to m ove aga in , so farewell for the
present. I wish you were all here with us going to the dear I n
dians. I h ave become very much a t tached to Richard Sak -a h
too-abo 'T is t he one you S8 W at o u r wedding ; he calls m e m oth
er ; I love to teach him-to t ake care of him. and hear them t alk.
There are five Nez Perces in the company, and when they are t o
gether they :chatter fi nely. Sam uel T emon i, the o ldest o ne, h as
just co me into the cam p with the sk in a nd some of t he m eat
of a buffalo wh ich b e h as killed himself. H e st ar ted this fore
noon of his own accord. It is what they like dearly , to hunt buf
falo. So long as we h ave him with us we shall be su pplied with
meat.

I a m now writi ng backwards. Monday m orning .-I begun to
say so meth ing h ere that I could not finish. Now the m an from
the m ounta ins h as come who will t ake th is to the o ffice. I h ave
co m menced one t o sister Hull which I should like to send this
time if I could fi nish it. We have just m et h im and we ha ve
s topped ou r wago ns to write a little. G tve m y love to aU. I h a ve
n ot told you h alf I wa nt t o. We a re all in health t h is m ornin g"
and m aking rapid progress in our j ourney. By the at b o f J ul y
ou r captain intends to be a t the p lace where Mr. Parker and
husba nd parted last fall. We are a m o n th earl ier passing here
than they were la st spr i ng. H usband h as beg u n a letter to pa
a nd m a, a nd s ince h e h as cu t his finger so it t rou bl es h i m to
wr ite to the rest. As th is is done in a hurry I don't k now as you
can read it . T ell m other th at if I h ad looked the world over I
could not h av e found one m ore careful a n d better qnali fied to
transport a fem ale such a distance. H usband says, .. s top."

Farewell to a ll.

N AR CISSA P RENTISS.
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.
ox PLATTE RIVER, 30 MILES ADOYE 'tHI~ F ORKS,}

June ath, 1836.

Dear Father and A/other Prentiss:-You will be anxious to
b ear f rom us at this distance and learn ou r s it ua t ion a nd pro
gress. We have been g reatly blest thus far o n ou r j ourney. W e

h ave had various trials, it is true, but they h ave m ostly been over
ruled for o ur good. Narcisse's health is much improved from
wh at it was when sh e left N. Y. \Ve failed o f going from Liberty

to Bellevue as was expected in the Fur Co's. s tea m boat. \Ve were
waiti ng at Liberty for the boat fot some t ime a nd thought we
would g o on with ou r cat tle, h orses and wagons, and let Mr. All is

f rom the Pawnee agency stay with the ladies and go o n the boat.
Accordingly Messrs. Sp ald ing and G ray went o n and I was to j oin
them at Can ton m e nt Leavenworth. In the meantime Mrs. Sat

terlee d ied and the boa t passed but refused t o s top for us. Mr.
S pald ing- wrote me he would wait eight miles the other s ide of
the garrison unt il I came up, so that when the boat passed I did

n ot sen d a n exp ress as I otherwise should h ave done, but proceeded
to hire a team to take us o n; but when we a rr ived a t the
garrison h e h ad crossed the river and g o ne d irectly o n for Belle
vue and had been gone for three d ays, which caused m e t o h ave

to send a n exp ress fo r him, wh ich d id not overt ake him uutil t hey
were within forty m iles of t he Pl atte. I followed with the women
and bag g age, with a hi red team. We m et ou r teams the fourth

day on their return. F ro m that on we were g rea tly fav ored with
fair weather, never h aving to e ncou n ter an y rainstorm or se r io us
sho wer. W e h ave not been once wet even to this t ime, and we

are now beyond where the rains fall much in su m mer.

We h ad several d ays delay from my going ahead to see Maj .

Dougherty 's brother, who was very sick and sen t for m e when h e
learned I was com ing. It wa s Sabbat h and we were with1n 18

miles of the Otto Agency, which is o n the Platte, where Mr.
Dougherty lives. On Monday I sen t the m an who ca me for me af
ter the p arty, and I went to see Fitzpatrick , the leader of the F u r

carava n, with whom we were to travel. I found him encamped
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read y for a s ta rt o n Thursday mo rn i ng , a bout 25 m iles f rom the
O tto Agency. When .I returned o u r party had not ar r tved a nd did
not come i n unt il Wednesday, the m an wh o was to p il ot them
b avi ug los t his wa y.

We h ad g reat d i fficulty in crossing the Platte which, together
with repairs to o u r wagons, deta ined us un til Sat u rday 0 000, 1\1 8)"

arst , and he (Fitzpa t r ic k ) h ad been gone f rom S u nday. W e felt
much do ubt abou t over t ak ing them, bu t we pushed on, and after
ferry ing the Horn in a sk in boa t and m aking a very d ifficult ford

of the Lou p, we over took the Com pan y at a few m iles below the
Pawnee vi llages o n Wednesday eve n i ng, We then felt tha t we
had been sig nally blessed, thanked God and took courage. We
fel t it h ad been of g reat service to us that we h ad been d isap
poi n ted in these several par t icu lars , part icularly as it tested the
abi lity of o u r lad ies to j ou rney in this W8) · . 'We h ave since m ad e

g ood progress ever)' day.. and are now every wa y well si t uated,
having p len ty o f good buffa lo m ea t and the cord ia l co -operat ion
of the com pany with whom we are j ou rneying ,

June 6t h.- We have j ust m et the m en by who m we ca n send
letters and h ave to close wi t h out farther part iculars or ceremony.•

With Ch r isti aD reg ards to you r family , farewell.

Yours a ffec t ionately,

MAR CUS W HITM AN .

•
-

•
.. .. . ,- W IELETPOO, J uly ath, 18.)8.

lJIy Dear Sister Perkins:- Y ou r lette r was handed m e on t he
8th inst., a l ittle after noon, a nd 1 must 58) ' I was a l ittle s u r 

p rised to receive a return so soon. S urely, we a re near each ot her.

You will be li kely to have k nown opport u n it ies of send i ng to us,
m ore f requeatty t h a n I sh a ll you r way , which I h ope you will
Dot neglect because you h a ve n ot received tbe a nswer to yo u rs. I
d o not intend to be so long agai n in replying as I h ave this ti me.
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\Vhen I received yours, I was entirely alone. My husband h ad
gone to brother Spald ing's to assist him in putting up a h ouse,
and soon after, we had the privilege of preparing and entert ain
ing 1\lr. and Mrs. McDonald and fam ify of Co lv ille. They came
by the wa}' of brother Spald ing's, spen t nearly a week with
them and then came h ere. T hey left here last Thursday, and a re
st ill a t WaUa W alla. Had a very pleasant , agreeable vis it with
them . Fi nd Mrs. McDon ald quite a n in te l figen t woman; speaks
English very well , reads and is t he principa l i ns tructor o f th ei r
ch ild re n. She is a co rrespo nde n t , also, with m yself and siste r
S pald ing . Shc appea rs m ore th ough t ful upon the subject o f re-

•
ligion than any I h ave m et with before, and b as some co nsis te n t
views. What her experimental knowledge is, I a m unable to say .
It would be a peivllege to h ave her s itua ted near us, so that we
could h ave frequent intercourse ; it would, no do ubt be profitable.

You ask a fter m y plan of proceedings with the Indians, etc.
I wish I was able to give you sa t isfactory a nswers. I have n o
plan separate f rom m y husband's, and bes ides } ' OU a re mistaken
a bo u t the language being a t com mand, fo r u othing is more diffi
cult than for me to attempt to co nvey religious truth in t he ir
lang uage, especialty when there are so few, or no terms expressive
of the meaning. Husband succeeds m uch better t h an I, and we
h ave good reaso n to feel that so far as understood , t h e t ru th affects
the h eart, and not a li t tl e, too. \Ve h ave done noth ing tor the
!em R I~s separately; indeed, ou r h ouse is so small, and o n ly one
roo m to admit them, and that is the ki tchen, It is the men o n ly
tha t frequent o ur h ouse much. Doubtless yo u h ave been with
the Indians .lo ng enough to discover this feature, that women are
not a llo wed the same priv iteges with the m en. I scarcely see
them excep t o n the Sabbat h in o ur assemblies. I h ave Irequent ly
desired to h ave more in tercourse with them, a nd a m waiting to
have a mom built for them and o th er p urposes of inst ruction.
O ur principal e ffor t is witb the ch ild re n now, a nd we find many
very interesting o nes. But more of this in future when I h ave
m ore time.

Mr. Pam burn h as se n t H. ho rse for me to r ide to his p lace to-
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m o rrow. Mrs. Pambrun has been o u t o f health fo r som e time,
a nd we have fears t h a t she will n ot recover. As I h ave consid e r 

able p reparations t o make for the visit, must defer writ ing m ore

at p resen t . In h aste , I s u bscr ibe myself,
Yo ur affectionate s ist e r in Ch r ist ,

NARCISSA WHIT M A!"O.

P. 8 .- 1 long t o hear f rom Mrs. Lee.

WALLA W AL LA, t rtb ,

iVy Dear SisJ~r:-I am still here. The brigade arrived yester

day and h avin g time and o ppor t u n ity t o sen d h ome for thi s Jetter,
bot h ere sen t b)' the return boats. We h ave j ust received three
or four le tt ers from ou r f r ie nds a t h ome, they being t he firs t n ews

received since we bade them farewell. F in d it g ood t o kno .....
what is g oing on there, a lthoug h all is n ot o f a pleasing c bamcte r.
Our Sandwich Island friends gin us pleasing in tell igence of the

glor ious display of the power o f God in cou ver t iug that h eathen
people in suc h mult itudes.

Eye r ,yo urs,

N. W HIT MA N.
Rev. Mrs. H. K . W . Perkins,

W ascopum ,
La Dalls.

WI Et. ETPOO, Nov. gt h , J8J8.

lJfy Dear Sister F?rkitlS:-I did n ot think when J rece ived

you r g ood long lette r that I should have d elayed unt il tbis time
before answering it. But so varied a re the scenes that have

p assed before me, so much com p an y and so many ca res, etc., be
s id es writing m a n )" lette rs b ome, that I beg JOu w ill excuse me,

N otwithstanding a ll this. r h ave often, very o fte n, thought of you
and wished for the privilege of see in g you . I must con fess I d o
n ot like quite so well t o think o f y ou where yo u n ow a re as when
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you were nearer. Why did you go ? Some of ou r s isters h ere
might just as well as n ot h av e spen t a shor t season with you thi s
fall (for they h ave n othing el se to d o, co npara t ively speak ing)
ra ther t h an to h ave you and your dea r husband lose so much
time from you r interesting field of labour ; and besides we fear
the in fl uence of t he clim ate of the lower co unt ry upon )"o u r
health . Ou r prayer is that the Lord will deal gen tly with you
and bless and preserve ) ' OU t o be a ri ch and lasti ng g ood to t he
be nighted o nes for whom you h ave devoted your life ,

•
H ow ch a nged the scene now with us at Wieletpoc from what

it h as been in form er days. I nstead o f husband and myse lf
st a lk ing about h ere like two solitary beings, we h an : the society
of s ix o f ou r b re thren and s isters wh o ea t a t ou r ta ble and expect
to spend the winter with us, Th is is a p rtvi lege we h ighly p ra ise,
especially when we co me to mingle o ur vo ices in prayer and pra ise
together before the m ercy sea t , and hear t he wo rd of God preach ed
in ou r own lang uage f ront Sabba th to Sabbath , and to co mmune
together a rou nd the t able of ou r dear Son and Saviou r Jesus
Ch r ist. Those favours, dea r s ister, almos t make us forget we are
on heathen g round . S ince I last wrote you we h ave enj oyed re
freshing seasons from the hand of ou r H eavenly Fat her in t he
co nv ict ion and co nvers io n o f t wo or three individual s in ou r
fa m ily, Dou btless Bro the r Lee h as g ive n you the parti cul ars, yet
I wish to speak of it for our encour agement who h ave been en 
gaged in t he co ncer t of pra~"er o n T uesd ay even ing for t he year
past. I ve ri ly believe we h ave not prayed in va in, for ou r rev ival
seaso ns h av e been o n that even ing, and I seem to feel, too, t h at
the whole at m osphere in all Oregon is effected by t h at m eet ing ,
for the wicked know fa r and near, th at there a re those here who
pray. We h ave every reason to be assured t hat were t here m ore
faith and prayer and consec rat io n to t he work a mong ourselves ,
we shou ld witness in the heathen arou nd us m any t urning to
the Lord . If I k n ow m y own heart I th ink I , too , d es ire t o be
freed from so m an y worldly cares and perp lexi ties, and that m y
ti m e m a y be spen t in seek ing the immediate conve rsion of these
de ar heathen to God . 0, wha t a thought to think of m eetin g
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them a mong the blood-washed throng a rou n d the throne o f God!
Will not their so ng s be as sweet as a ny we ca n s ing? What j oy
will t hen fill ou r sou ls t o co n tem pl ate the privileg e we now e n j oy

of spend ing a nd bein g spen t for the ir good . If we were co nstan tly
to keep ou r eyes on the scen es that arc before us, we shou ld
scarcely grow weary in well doing , or be disheartened by t he few
trials and privations through which we are ca ll ed to pass.

Dear s ister, I have written in g reat h ast e and h ope you will
excuse m e. Wishing and ex pect ing to hea r f rom yo u soon, of

Jou r prosperit y and h appiness, with much love and s is t erl y

a ffection to you and yours, bel ieve m e,

E yer yours in the best of bond s,

N AR CI SSA \VIIITM A N .

R c\', Mrs. II . K . W. Perkins,

W allamette.

WI EL ETPOO, Feb. rani , 1839.

iffy D ear Sisl er:-l received you r letter l ast week, although

writ t en i n Dec. We h ad some t ime ago the pleasure of read ing o f
you r husband's vis it t o the Willa met t e, in a n acccou n t which h e
g ives the p art iculars relati ve t o the protracted meet in g there. Be

assured we rejoiced with you and a ngels in heaven a t such a g lo r 
ious displ ay of the power of ou r God, and s t re tch o ut o ur hearts
to desi re a like blessing upon ou rselves and ou r heathe n neigh

bors.

I a m much in terested in the peop le at Vancouve r, and a m
pleased to h ear o f the lad ies' improvement, a nd earnes tly hope the

g ood work m ay exten d to that place also, and It h at . you r deten 
tion there m ay result in g rea t g ood to many sou ls.
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The Lord will take care of those Ro m a n pri es t s t here, It is

doubtless for som e wise p urpose he h as perm itted them to e nte r

this co un t ry. May we be wi se and on the ale rt , a nd show our

selves as t rue, faithful, energet ic in ou r Master's work as they do,

and we sh all h ave no ca use to fear, for there a rc m ore for us th an

ag a inst us. I trust it h as h ad some influence upon us, their pres

e nce in this co un t ry ; a t least we feel it ou r dut y to use eve ry

poss ible effo rt to obta in the la ng uage of t he peop le, and not h av

ing as good a n opport u n ity awid t he cares o f our Iam il y as we

could wish , we, h usband, self and li ttle Alice, lef t o u r d well ing

and we n t abou t sixty-five miles to a cam p of Ind ians, i n J anua ry ,

and was go n e nearly th ree week s, and received much benefi t . Pre

v ious to this, husband h ad been o ver to Brot her S.'s to attend a pro
t racted m eeti ng, held at t he sa me t ime with ,yours a t the W. And
now we a re o n the eve of anothe r depar tu re" We expect to-mor
row w o rn t o sta rt on a visi t to Brother S.'s to a ttend a meeting of
the III iss ion , a nd a lso a nother pro t racted meet i ng wit h the Indians,
whe n it is expected t hat nea rl y a ll the Nez Perccs will be presen t .
We f eel deeply a nx ious for our people, and it seems so met imes as
if the bless ing was a lm ost within reach for thew , bu t it is with
h eld, and doubtless because t he Lord sees th at we a re not p re 
pared to receive it. 0 , for t ha t deep humili ty. st ro ng fa ith , re
pentance and u nion of sou l in prayer which was the secret of suc
cess in yo ur m eeting , and wh ich cha rac ter izes every revival of re
lig io n. But I must be excused f ro m wr it ing more a t this t im e.
Shall want to bear f ro m yo u j ust as soon as you sha ll ha ve a r
ri ved home, S hould j udge from sister W alk er's lette r fro m you
th at the dear li ttle babe, Henry J o h nson . h ad got co ns idera ble
h old of its m other 's a ffections a l ready. Precious trust, t h at , dear
s ister-an im m ortal mi nd to rear for E tern ity. T he Lo rd bless
yo u and give you g race and wi sdo m to t ra in that ch ild for H is
g lory. both in tbis world and hereaf ter, and m a ke yo u feel co n t in 
ua lty that , what eyer you do fo r h i m, you do it as belong ing to
t he Lord, as g iven to H im and o n ly a len t b lessing to you, to train
u p fo r H im. But m ore of t his anot her ti me.

,
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With kind rega rds to you r husband and Brot her Lee, who we
ho pe is agai n cheered with tile soc ie t y o f bis fellow assoc ia tes
by t h is t ime, and a ki ss (or the litt le o ne,

I a m your a ffection a te sister,

N. WHITMAN.

P. S.- Mrs. W. will tell you
time than I a t presen t,

her s tory herself as sh e bas mote

N. W.
R ev, M rs. Perkins,

W ascopuw.
Care of

Lieut. P. C. Pa m bru n ,
Fort Walla Walla.

W I ELETPOO, M arch 230 1839-

JTI) ' /kar Sisler:-Yo urs o f the 8t h inst. I received the evening
uf m y return to th is p lace from Clea rwa ter. It h ad been waiting
me but a d ay o r two, J believe. I am h appy to bear that yo u a re
o nce m ore so near us aga in . I received a hint f rom Sister \Vh it c
i n her last letter tha t you rself and husband were o n the wa y. or
soo n wo uld be, to pay us a v is it. I fea r m y last letter in fo rm ing
yo u of m y absence h as d iscouraged your com in g . H ad I rece ived
the least intimation that it were poss ib le for )·o u to v is it us while
ou r s ist ers were all h ere, I would h av e been a t home with out fa il.
The oven win ter and sp r in g h as made it more favoura ble for
them to lean for the upper sta t ion much earlier than was ex
pected. They left the firs t of March just before I returned. We
met them , however , o n the Palouse, af t er they had been ou t five
d ays. All was we lt ; the babe was end u r ing the j ourney as well as
could be expected . I hope you will s t ill thi nk of co m ing this
seaso u. We shalf be h appy to see yo u.

I vi s ited "Irs. Pambru n o n :\I onda~' of this week-found h er
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in much better health than I o nce feared she ever would be
a gain . S h e cer tain ly talks English very well . I found m yself
able t o o bt a in all the information co nce rn i ng Vancouver I cou ld
wish. M aria ha s been with m e a sh or t time, and for ber sake I
would have been happy to h ave had h er remain longer; but she
could not be persuaded t o s ta y from her m other a ny longer. We
have a daughter of Mr. McKay's with us now-for little m ore
than a year. She improves very much and prom ises to m ake a
valuable person if she can be kept long eno ugh .

You wi shed m e to write so m et h i ng a bo ut m y l ittle girl. I do
n o t know what t o tell you th an t o sa,., sh e is a large, healthy and
s t rong ch ild , two yea rs old the 14th of thi s m onth. S he tal k s
both Nez Perces and E n g lish qu ite flu ently , and is m uch incli ned
t o read her book with the ch ild ren of the fa m ily , and s in gs all
ou r Nez Perccs hymns and severa l in E nglish . H er name is Alice
Cla ri ssa. You d reamed of see ing her, you say. I h ope it will be
a reality soon , for I a m very a nxious to see young H enry J oh n
SO il , t oo. I a m g lad he learns to bea r the yoke so well , not in h is
yout h , but in h is infancy. Exposu res in j ourneyings in this
co u n t ry appeu to be a benefit rather t han an i nj ury to ou r ch il 
dren. I h ave t a ken severa l with Alice, a nd they h ave generally
been i n the winter. \Vhen she was n ine mont h s o ld we we n t to
Brother Spalding's t u a tten d upon our sister a t the birth o f their
ch ild. It was i n Nove m ber, and we ret u rned i n Dece mber by
way of S n ake river, in a canoe. It was a tedious voyage, bu t we
ne it b erof us recei ved a ny inj ury.

We in tend to be ve ry free fro m worldly ca res th is season , and
a pply o urse lves en t irely to the m issionary work of s tudy ing the
language and teaching . Afte r ou r successfu l t ria l o f l ast win te r's
enca m pin g- with the Indians husband feels that h e ha s no excuse
fo r not taki ng me aga i n and aga in , and I ca n m ake no objec
Han , notwithstanding it would be fa r easie r for m e to st ay a t
ho m e with m y ch ild , and perh aps be tter for h er : bu t t he roving
h abit s of the Indians m ake it necessary for us eit her t o do so, or
else spend t he greater part of ou r t.me a lone, d uring their a b
f rom the S tat io n. Husband is appoi I;1~_~_d to co m mence an ou t -st a-
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t ion on the Sn ake r iver at t he m outh of the T u k a non, an d besid es

spen d in g so me tim e _t h ere du ring the fis hing season, yo:e in t en d
to go to G ran d R ou n d wi t b tbe K ay uses.

Brother a nd Sister S mit h will p robably go somewhere in t he
h eart of the Nez Perce country, beyond Brother S pald ing's, in o r 
der to co m mence t ranslating t he Scrip t u res immed iately . W e

fi nd work e noug h to do for a ll h a nds, and O U t d ail y p rayer is
that God will p ou r ou t His spirit o n t hese ben ighted m inds a nd
t urn their d ark ness in to li ght, a n d m a k e the m H is.

I h op e you w ill con ti n u e to write o ft en and f reely . I d o n ot
see h ow you get along a n d learn so m a n y la n g u ages. W h at is

the p articular bene fi t ? W e h ear m any spoken , but we intend to
lea rn o n l y o ne, a n d m ake that the genera l o n e for the cou n t ry.
W e are a ll enjoying g ood h ealth. R eceived a letter f rom S iste r
Spald ing say i n g tha t S is ter G ray was h ap pily th e m oth er of a
li ttle son - h ad a rem ark ably short and easy s ick n ess and is do ing
well. The "b a be weighed ni ne poun d s.

Please give m y k ind rega rd s t o your husb a n d and Brother

Lee. H ope h e finds the m o notony of W ascopam m uch ch anged
by the retu rn of its former occu p a n ts, part icularly when there is
such a p leasing add it io n .

You rs in love ,

No \ Vn IT:.fAX.
R ev. M rs. Perkins,

W ascop a m.

\VnU..ETPOO, \V ALI.A \ VAI.I.A Rn' ER, O REGON T ERR IT ORY,}
M ay 17th , IS39.

My IJearJane :-Th is is a late h our for m e to commen ce m y

h o m e cor respondence. Yesterday Mr. E rmat ing cr, who co m
mand s the exp ed it io n inst ead of Mr. McLeod an d McKay , left
h ere, after spen d i n g a night with us, fo r the m ount ains. We h av e

*Ca pt . J . H . D . o r ay. o f Astoria.
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felt much uncert ainty about letters sen t t h is way reaching ) ' OU,

this yea r. There is some doubt in Mr. E.'s mind abou t his being
able to go as fa r as the American Rendevous ; if h e does not , there
p robably will be no o ne to t ake them and bear them o n, and it
must be a known h and, too, for it is n ot safe to trus t letters to
those reck less beings who inh abit the R ocky Mountains. Besides
th is reason, we h ave been so much o n the wing since the fi rst day
of J a nuary , t h at i t h as not been easy to write. If you have re
ceived m y fall letters, they will sh o w you where an d h ow we were
s ituated for the winter. In December, just three m onths af ter
the a rrival o f the re-en fo rce men t, ) 1r:;s. W alk er g ave birt h to a fine
son, h ere in ou r h ouse. Mr. S m ith h ad but j ust re moved in to the
new h o use built l ast fall and wi n ter af ter m y h usband's retu rn
from Va ncouver. S he d id n ot recover without three relapses ; su f
fered m uch from sore breasts and nipples. and what to m e would
be the g reatest affliction, no n ipples a t all. H er poor babe h ad to
depe nd upon a fo re ig n n ative nurse or m il k from t he cows.

Mrs. Gray bad a son born in March , the twentieth-recovered
in a sh ort time.

I sa id to you that we b ad been on th e wing. J anuary t he fir st
day, husband sta r ted to go to Brother Spalding's to attend a p ro 
tracted m eeting ; a fter the close, and o n his return, be formed a
pla n of going and living with the Ind ia ns for t he bene fit of h aving
f ree access to t he language and to be free from ca re and company.
He h ad no d iffic ulty to persuade me to accompany h im, for I was
nearl y exhausted, both in body and m ind, i n the labour and care
of our numerous fam ily. Accordingly we left home o n the ajrd

of January. It was about fif ty n;t iles f rom o ur p lace ; we arrived
on th e thi rd d ay ; had a pleasant j ourney a nd qu ite warm for t he
season of t he year; we slept i n a ten t and m ade a fi re befo re the
m out h of it . We had not been there bu t two or t hree days before
it became very cold and snowed som e. T his with the sm oke
m ade Alice cry som e, and we were obliged t o pu t up a lodge
a ro und the fire at the m outh of the tent to preven t the sm oke
f ro m t roubli ng us. While there I a ttem pted to write you about
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us, but was soo n ob liged to give it up. I will m ake one ex t ract

from what I did write :

"Sab. at Tukanon, J an. n, 1839.-This h as been a day of pe
culiar interest here. Could you have been an eye witness o f the
sce nes you would, as I'do, h ave rejoiced in being thus privileged.
The m orning worship a t daybreak I did not atte n d . At midday

I was present. Husband talked t o them of the p arable of the ri ch
m an and Lazarus ; all listened with eager atten t io n. Af ter
prayer and sing ing , a n op por tu n ity was g iven for those who h ad
heavy hearts under a sense of s in, a n d on ly those, t o speak if they

wished. it. F or a few m oments all sat in s ilence; soon a promi
nent and intelligent man named} :..i m otby broke the s ilence with
sobs weeping . H e a rose, spoke o f his g rea t wickedness, and h ow

very black h is h eart was ; h ow weak an d insuffi cient h e was of
himself to e ffect his o wn sa lvat io n : that hi s o n ly d ependence
was in the blood of Ch r is t t o m ake h im clean and save his soul

f rom sin and hell. H e was followed by a brother, who spoke
much to the same effect . Next came the wives of the firs t and o f
the secon d, who seemed to m a n ifest d eep feeling s. Several oth ers

followed; o n e in particular, while co n fessing h er s ins, her t ears
fell t o the g rou n d so cop io usly that I was reminded of the weep
ing ,. Mary who washed b er S av io ur's feet with her t ears." All

manifested much d eep feeling ; so me in loud sobs an d tears ; o t h 

e rs in anx io us and solem n cou n tenan ce. You can better im agi n e
m y feeling s than I can d escribe them o n witnessing such a scene
in heathen lands. They h ad but recently come from the meeting

a t Brother S pald ing's. W e k now not their hearts or m otives of
actio n , but o ur sincere prayer is th at they all m ay be gathered t~

H is fold as the ch il d re n of His fl ock.

" 0 , m y d ear Jane, co uld you see us here this beautiful eve,
the full m oon sh in in g in all her sp len dor, clear, y e t freezing cold ,

m y little o n e s leep i n g by m y s ide, husband at worship with the

people within hearing, an d I s itt ing in the " door o f the tent"
writing, with my usual clothing except a shawl, and handker
ch ief o n m y b ead, and before me a large com fo r table fire in the

ope n air. D o y ou t h in k we s u ffer? No, dear J ane; I h ave not
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realized so much e nj oymen t for a long time as I h ave s ince J

have been h ere. I know rna her will say it is presumption for
them to ex pose themselves a nd that ch ild to the inclemencies o f
such a season . We a re a ll m uch better prepa red to e ndure and
secured from the cold tha n a n)' we see abou t us, a nd o ug h t not
t o say we su ffer; and bes ides, Alice's h ealth h as i m proved si nce
she left t he ho use. Bu t the ad van tages we expec t to derive f rom
associa t io ns with and bene6ting t hem wil l mo re t han compen 
sa te us for the little inconvenience we now experi e nce. The
m eet in g is closed a nd I write no mo re. II

I was not able to write more a fter th is. We stayed into the
th ird week and were necessarily called home soo ne r t h a n was ex 
pected. We b ad been h ome bu t j ust a week whe n husband was
called to attend the m eet ing of our m issio n. I was permitted t o
accom p a ny h im . We sta rted 0 0 Tuesday noo n in a ra ins torm ,
and reached t here o n Frida)' a litt le a f ter 110 00 , m ak i ng 11 0 miles
in th ree days o n horseback, Alice ri d ing with her father. T h is
was in Feb. I n March we re tu rned, bu t pot i n t he same way .
H ere l th ink 1 must stop, for if I should go into par ticu lars it
would take m o re time t ha n 1 can command a t p resen t .

Mr. H all and wife h ave arrived from the Sandwic h Isl and s .
T hey h ave co m e for the be nefi t of Mrs. H.' s hea lth; b rought a
print i ng press, which is statio ned at 1\1r. 5 .'5, and next week h us 
band expect s to go there to m ake a rrangemen ts for the be ne fi t o f
Mrs. H .'s hea lth. She is a ffected with a sp ina l irritation and ap-

•
pea rs just like L. L insley ; s its up bu t ve ry li ttle ; was carried
there in a boa t up t he S nake r iver. He th in ks h e can cure her.
He h as had several cases since h e h as been bere, a ll with good
success . Others write us if Mrs. H all is benefi ted, they wiU p ro b 
ably co m e. We feel closely united to that mission. Our num ber
of co rresponde n ts increase. Mrs. J udd and :\I rs. W h it ney write to
Ole.

T he India ns we enca mped with were Nez Perces. T he m ost
o f them were not so h ardened in sin; or , rather, tbey were not so
p roud a people a~ our peop le, the Wielelpoos, are ; the m ost o f o urs
h ave been a bsen t d uring the winter, and returned just the t i m e

•
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we returned (rom T ukanon. Husband spen t m ore than usual
time in worship and. instructing them, a nd instead of y ield ing to
the truth they oppose it vigourously, and to this d ay some of
them co ntinue to m anifest b itter oppositio n.

You know not how m uch we a re expect ing Brother and Sister
Judson, and if we do not see him in July b)' the sh ip , I sha ll feel
that he is co m ing across the m ountains witb Brother Lee. We
need help very much, and those who will pray, too. In this we
h ave been disappoi nted in our helpers l ast co me, particularly the
two Revs . who h a ve go ne to the F lat heads. T hey th ink it not
good to h ave too mao)" meetings, too m a o )' prayers. and that it is
wrong and unseemly for a woman to pray whe re there are men,
and plead the necesr..i ty for wi ne, tobacco, etc.; and now how do
you thin k I h ave lived with such folks right in my kitchen for
the wh ole win ter ? If you ca n i m ag ine my feeli ngs you wi ll do
more than I ca n describe. T o h a ve such dampers t hro wn upon us
when we were enjoy ing such a precious revival season as we were
when they ca m e, is more than I k now how to l ive under. Th is, with
so much care and perplexity, nearly cost me a fi t of s ic k ness ; and
1 do n ot k now but it would h ave take n my life h ad it not been
for the j ourney I was permitted. to t ake the last o f the wi n ter.
What I write h ere h ad better be kept t o yo urselves lest it should
do injury.

We have just thi s m oment received the news that the sh ip
from England h ad a rrived, bu t h as brought no letters for us from
our dear friends, because the sh ips h ad not a r r ived from the States
to the Island s when she passed. \Ve k n ow not when we sha l t
hear f rom h om e. ' I do not k now wh ere to send this because J Ou
say JOu vis it Onondaga nex t summer. 0 , ho w I long to hea r
abou t them there. 0 , tha t )-ou would all write m e, and each tak e
a d ifferent subject , so as to tell me all the news you can.

W ith m uch love from husband, Alice and myself to )"o u a ll
and a ll wit h who m J Ou ate concerned, adieu.

Your s ister, in haste,

N ARCl SSA WBJI'MA N.
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P. S.- A. C. talks much, s ings much, loves to read her book, and
every m orning at worship repeats her verse as regularly as m orning
comes ; and appears to take a part in the worship, especially in
the sing ing , as if sh e was as old as her m other ; and often is very
much disappointed if we do not g ive the tunes she is acquainted
with ; and she and h er m other of ten t alk about h er relatives in
the S t ates . I might write half a sheet abou t ou r dear daughter,
but have n ot time. Mr. H all says much to us about the evils uf
allowing h er to learn the n ative language, as well as ou r corres
pondents there. I can assu re you we feel deeply for her. We
know not what is our duty co ncern ing her. In order to prevent
it it appears that I must take much of my time f rom intercourse
with the n atives. I cast m yself uvon the Lord. I k now H e will
d irect in every emergency, and so farewell. Pray for us and the
heathen. We hope and pray for a revival of religion. If our own
heart s were united and right we should see it soon , and a genera l
o ne, too. M. 'V.

I':. w.
A. C. W.

Miss J ane A. Prentiss ,
Qu incy,

Illinois.

WIEL ETPOO, June agth , 1839.

My Dear Sister:- Your letter o f Apr il inst. I received but a
few days ago, or it would h ave been a nswered much soo ner. You
m ake some important inquiries co ncern i ng m y treatment of m y
precious ch ild , Alice Clar issa, now Iaying by me a lifeless lump of
clay. Yes, of h er I loved and watched so tenderly, I a m bereaved.
My Jesus in love to her and us h as taken h er to himself.

L ast Sabbat h , blooming in h ealth, ch eerfu l an d h appy in
h erself a nd in the soci ety of h er much loved parents, yet in o ne
m oment she disappeared, went t o the river with two cups to get
som e water for the t able, fell in a nd was drowned. Mysterious
even t! we can in n o way accou n t for the circumstances co n nected
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wit h it , o therwise t h an that t he Lord meant it should be so,
Husba nd and I were both engaged in readi ng. S he h ad just a
fe w minutes before been read ing t o ber father; had got down ou t
of his lap, a nd as m y impression, was a m using herself by t he door
in the ya rd . After a few m oments, not hearing her voi ce, I sen t
Marg aret to sea rch for her. She d id not fi nd her re adity, and in
s tead of co m ing to me hi t ell that she b ad not found h er, she
went to t he garde n to get som e radishes (or supper ; on see ing her
pass to the water to wash them. I looked to see if Alice was with
her, bu t saw t hat she was not. That moment I beg a n to be
alarmed, for Mu ng o h ad j ust been in a nd said there were two cups
in the ri ver. We immediately inquired foe b er, but no o ne had
seen h er. We then co ncl uded she must be in t h e river. We
sea rched do wn t he river, and up and down again in wild dismay,
but co u ld not find h er for a long time. Several were in the river
search ing far down . By this time we gave her up for dead . -At
l ast a n o ld Indian got in to the river where sh e fell in a nd looked
along b)' the sh ore a nd found h er a short d istance below. But it
was too la te ; she was dead. We made every effort poss ible to
b r ing her to l ife, but all was in vain. On hearing t h a t t he cu ps
were in the r- iver, I resolved in my mind h ow they co u ld get
t here, for we h ad n ot missed them. B)· the time I reached t he
water-side a nd saw where they were, it ca m e to m y recol1ection
that I h ad a g lim pse of h er e n teri ng the h ouse and sayi ng, with
her usual g lee, " h a, ha , supper is m ost . ready" (fo r the tab le h ad
just been se t), " let Alice get so me water," a t the same time t aking
two cups from the t a b le a nd disappearing. Being abso rbed in
read ing I did not see her o r think a nyth ing abou t h er-which
way she went t o get her water. I h ad n ever known h er to go to
the r iver o r t o appear at a ll venturesome u nt il w ith in a week past.
P revious to this she h as been much afraid to go near the water
a nywhere, for her father h ad o nce put h er in, which so effect ually
fr ightened b er that we h ad lost that feeling of anxiety for her in
a m easure o n its accoun t. Rut she h ad go ne; yes, a nd because my
Saviour would have it so. He sa w it necessary to afflic t us, and
h as t aken her away. Now we see h o w much we loved her, a nd
you know the blessed Saviou r will not h ave H is children bestow
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a n undue attachment upon crea t u re objects without reminding
us of H is ow n super io r cla im UpOll our a ffec t ions. Take warning,

d ear s is ter, by ou r bereavement that you do not let your dear babe
get between you r h eart a n d the S av iou r, for you like us, are sol 
itary a n d a lo ne and in a lm ost the d angerous n ecessi t y of Iovl ng
too arden t ly "t h e precious gift, t o the neglect of the g ive r .

S a t u rday even ing, 2~After ceas ing effort t o restore our dea r
babe to life, we immediately sen t for Brother S pald ing a n d ot he rs

•t o co me t o sym pat h ize a n d ass is t i n comm itt ing to t he g rave h er

ea rt h ly remains. Tuesd ay a fte rnoon ~lr: H all reached h ere. 1o'1 r.
S . and wife took a boat a nd came down the r iver to W alla W alla,
a n d reached h ere Thursday m orning , nin e o'clock , an d we buried
her tha t a f ter noon , just four d ays f rom the t ime her h appy

s p ir i t t ook its fli ght to the bosom of h er Savio ur. When I wri t e
aga in, I will g ive you som e part icul ars of her sho r t life, which
are d eeply interest ing to m e, an d w ill be to y ou , I t rust, for you,
t oo, a re acquai nted wi th a mother's f eeli n g s an d a m ot her's b ea rt.

Probably we m ay return to Clearwater wit h Brot h er a nd
Sister S., as it is necessa ry for m y husba n d to go on business for

the mission. D ear s ister, do pray for me in this t rying bereave
m e nt , for s up port i ng grace to bear witho ut m urmuri ng thought ,

t h e deal ings of the bl essed God toward us, and that it may be
sa n cti fi ed to the g ood o f our sou ls and o f these h eathen a rou nd

us.
O! on what a t en d er thread h ang s t hese m ortal frames, a nd

h ow soon we va n ish and are g on e. S he will not co me to m e, but
I shall soon go to her. Let m e speak to you of the g rea t m ercy

of m y R edeemer toward o ne so unworthy. You know not, neither
ca n I tell you, h ow much H e comfor ts a nd sust a in s m e in t h is
trying m oment. H e en a bles m e to say, "The Lord ga\'e and the
Lord h ath t ak en away, blessed, ever blessed , be the n a m e o f the

Lord."

S ister S p ald ing sen d s love to you a n d will write you soo n .
I n h aste, as ever your affectionate, but n ow afflic ted sister in

Ch rist, 1". WHITMAN .

Rev. Mrs. H. K. W. Ferk ins,,
W ascopum.
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WIELETPOO, July aet h , 1839_

Very Dear S ister:-You know n ot h ow like an angel's visit
your dear husband 's presence has been to me, now in m y truly
lo nel y s it uat ion , (or m y dear husband h a s been a bsen t for a week.
This ad ded to the death of m y precious Alice h as al most over
come m e . He proposes to leave ear ly in the m orning ; 1 would
gladly detain him if I cou ld till m y husband's return. I thought
I must write a few lines to endeavor to persuade you to under
t ake a visit t o us when he comes to go to the general meeting . I
think I h ave removed all b is object ions and m ade it appea r easy
for him to carry your dear babe. Now if you knew how easy we
get along in traveling with ch ild ren , you would not h esitate for
a m oment. I need not say that I want t o see you ve ry much and
shall expect you will co m e, and we will go together to brother
S pald ing's. Do co m e ; it will d o you good ; it will do us a ll good
t o m eet together and mingle ou r p rayers a nd tea rs before the
throne of g race.

I h ave been t alking to your husband much abou t Ali ce.
When I see you I ca n tell you a ll . I am not a ble to say a n y
thing about her now for want of t i me. It would d o m e much
good to see l itt le H enry , and I sh a ll feel that you will come and
will h ave no occas ion to regret or feel t ha t you have lost t ime b)'
it. We sh all expect t o have a m eeting of our Na t iona l Associ a
t ion, wh ich we an t ic ip ate will be interesting to us all, especially
m others.

You will excuse t h is hasty note, I trust. I will write m ore
next t ime, if you d o not co m e.

Believe m e ever you r affectionate s ist er in the Lord.

N . WIII'fMA N.

P. S.- 1 oug h t to h ave said before this that your kind and
sympathizing letter was a cordial to m y a fflict ed heart. Remem
ber me to Brother Lee a nd kiss the babe for m e.

K W.
R ev. Mrs. H. K. W. Perkins,

wascopum.
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\VAlILATP V, J an, rat, I 8.tO.

AI)' DearSister Perkitls:-I h a ve been trying to imagine a rea 
so n fo r so long silence, for I h ave rece ived no letters from you
si nce writing my two last. H ope you h ave no.t been sick. You
h ave h ad much co m pany, I know, as well as we here. \Ve hear
from you, n otwithstanding, and o ur hearts g rea t ly rej oi ce to learn
of the success o f your labours there. Brother H all h as favoured us
with the perusal o f your h usband 's letters. 0, that we could be
with you in the g racious v ieitat lons. M}' soul lon gs, )'ea, thirst s ,
fo r seasons like m a n}' I h ave bee n witness and p artaker of , in my
na t ive land , I a m t ired of liv ing at t h is poor d y ing ra te. To be
a m issiona ry in na m e and to do so little o r nothing fo r the be ne.
fit o f heathen souls, is heart -s ic kening . I somet imes a l m ost wish to
give m y place to others who CIt U do m ore for their good. W ith us
we need m ore pra)'er and b oly Jiv ing . Bu t wit h o ur hear t s d ivid 
ed be t ween o ur appropriate m iseionary work and Ret t i uR a living,
b ow can we expect it otherwise i-e-yet tbis is no e xcuse, We t h i nk
of you of ten , and d a il y a re ) 'OU re mem bered a t the T h rone of G race,
We rej o ice tha t our Ind ians a ttend )'o ur m eeti ngs. 0, abe t their
h arde ned h earts might be touched b)" the power of Divi ne Truth ,
and they be made to t aste the dying and red eeming love, A very
few a re with us for the winter a nd I h ave a school o f a bou t twen 
t y , Thei r being abse n t so much of the time is exceed ing ly try 
ing to us, Do write m e and let m e lea rn how yo u enjoy the prec 
ious seasons you r husband writes of.

Ho w does young He nry do ? S weet babe, I should like dearly
to see h i m and h is mother, a lso. Sister Spald ing h as a son.

Kind regards to your h usband and bel feve m e as eve r,

Your a ffect iona te sister , in bon ds of Chr ist ia n love,

S. \\·nIT~L\ N ,
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\VAII LATPU, W . \V. RIVER, OREGON T E R RITORY,}
Oct . roth, 1840.

iffy Dear Father:- It does us a great deal o f g ood to rece ive
lette rs from ou r d ear p arents, a l t h oug h it is n o of ten er than on ce
in two years. I am sorry m y letters are so lo n g i n re aching h ome,

and ca n see n o g ood reason for It.especiall y a f ter they get into
the S tates . I write tw ice a yea r regu lar ly many letters, b ut do not
rece ive answers to all I wri te. I a m h appy to hear that fa ther
and m other h ave found a permanent rest ing place and d id not re
m ove to the west. It is a pleasure to m e to think of them as s ta 

tionary an d not m oving about. It d oes us g ood to k n ow all th e
part icu lars about those we love, and we m ay rest assu red that the
Lord will t ake care of them, and not l eave them t o suffer whe n
old age is upo n them. We h ave recently heard m uch a bout ho m e
an d fri ends from Mr. and Mrs. L it tlej oh n, who a re now with us.
S h e was the Mi ss Sad ler that lived at Brother H all's, when 1 left.
It m akes me teel quite ac qu ai n t ed with h ome sce nes o nce more.
It is g ood to associ ate wit h warm-hearted reviv al Ch rist ia ns o n -e
m ore. We h ave n one i n our miss ion of as high-toned piet y as we
could wish, especia lly a mong those who came in ou r last re-e n --forcements. T hey t h ink it is wrong for females t o pray in the pres-
ence of m en, and do not allow it even in our sm all ci rcles here.
T h is b as bee n a g reat t ri al to m e, and 1 h ave almost sunk under
it. Mr. Cla rk and co m pany h ave been with us no w for nearly
two m onth s past, and we h ave b ad m any precious seaso ns of
p rayer and soc ia l worshi p together, which see m s lik e revival sea 
sons a t horn e th at I used to en j oy.

We wish they h ad come o u t under tbe Board, bot h for our
sa kes, theirs and the missi on cause. We fea r they will suffer. At
any rate, they can not do a ny thing at present, and for a good
while to co m e, o f m iss io n ary work, b ut t ak e ca re of them selves .
We h ope n o m ore will come in this way. Those wh o ca me last
year got themselves in t o d ifficulty wben they first st a rted; it i n
c reased all the way, and they s t ill are not reconci led and we fear
never will be. They a re living upon us; h ave do ne notb ing yet
but ex plore a little, and appear to k now not wh at to do, but
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rather die than to give up the ir plans and say to the Christian
world, it is wrong to go o u t in opposit io n to the Boa rd .

Mr. :\.Iunger we h ave employed to finish our house. Men of
g rea t fun ds m igh t go into the field and do good. but poor Chris
ti a ns canno t , even if they depe nd upon irresponsible ch u rches.
Wh at the Lord will do with tbem we know not. Mrs . G r iffi n's
beal th was poor when sbe cam e, and since she h as been with us
th is sum me r she h as been quite laid by with sp in al com plai n t.

Bu t eno ugh of th is. Our trials dear fp. ther knows but little
abou t. The missiona ries' greatest t ri als a re but litt le kno wn to
the churches. I h ave n ever ven tured to write a bout them for
fea r it m ight do hurt. The m an who ca m e with us is o ne who
never oug h t to h ave come. M}- dear husband h as suffered m ore
from him in co nseq ue nce of his wicked jea lousy, and his great
pique towards m e, than ca n be known in th is world. But he suf
fers not alone-the whole mission suffers, wh ich is most to be de
plored. It has near-ly broken up the m ission. This pretended
set tle men t with father, before we s ta rted, was o n ly an excuse, and
from all we have seen and heard , both during the j ourney and
si nce we have been here, the same bitter feeling exists. H is prin
cipal aim bas been a t m e ; as he h as sa id , .. Bring o ut her ch a rac 
ter," "Expose her cha racter ;" as though I was t be v ilest creat u re
o n eart h . It is well kno wn I never d id anyt hing before I left
home to inj u re him, and I h ave done n oth ing since, and m y hus
band is as cau t ious i n speaking and t h ink ing evil o f h im o r treat
i ng him unkindly, as my o wn dear fa ther would be, yet be does
not, nor has he, received the same k indness (r-om h im since we
h a ve been missionaries together.

Every mind in the mission that h e has h ad access to, he h as
tried to prejudice against us, and did succeed for a while, which
was the ca use of o ur being voted to remove and form a new sta t ion.
This wa s too much for my husband's feelings to bea r, and so many
arrayed again st him and for no good reason. He felt as if he
must leave the mission, and no doubt would h ave done it, had
not the Lo rd removed from us o ur beloved ch ild . This a ftl ic t ion
softened his feelings and m ade h im willing to suffer the will o f,
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the Lord, a lthough we felt that we were su fferi ng wrongfully.
The dea th of ou r babe h ad a g reat affect upon all in the miss io n;
it sof tened their hearts towa rd s us, even Mr. So's for a season. I
never h ave h ad a ny d ifficulty with his wife ; she h as trea ted me
very k indly to m y face, but recently I h a ve lea rned that she has
always partook of the feelings of her h usband. 1 have al ways
loved her a nd felt as if n o one could speak against h er. The L ord
in His providence h as brought things a round in such a way , th a t
a ll see and feel where the evil li es, and some of them a re writ ing
to the Board and proposi ng m e asures to h ave a n over tu re and set
tlemen t m ade, and it may requ ire his removal or retur n to effect
i t; not so much for h is treatm ent towe -d us as som e oth ers a lso.
A p art icular charge brought against h im is d uplicity. It is pain 
fu l for m e to wri te thus con cern ing us h ere; and th is is bu t a
small item of what might be said. I h ave long had a desi re
to h ave so m e fe w judicious frie nds k now our trials , so t h a t
t hey m ay underst and better h ow to pray for us. If this miss io n
fails, it will be because peace and h arm o ny d oes no t dwell am ong
i ts m embers. Our a rden t desire and prayer is that it may not
fa il . It is t his st ate of things am ong us t hat discourages u s.
Whe n we look at the people a nd the providence of God , we are
more and more enco uraged every year.

S lncethe return of the India n s this fall, it h as seem ed as if
we were on the eve of a revi val. llany of the princi pal Ind ians a re
deeply a ffected by the truth; som e m anifest it by bitter opposi
tio n, which does not discourage us, a lthough our faith is greatly

t r ied.

19t h- D ear Father: - I have been inter rupted in writing this
let t er .on account of ill health. It affects me unfavora bly to wri te
much ; indeed , 1 am pretty much confined to my room, wh ich is a
very comfo rtable place, the m ost so of a ny I h a ve found since I h ave
been h ere. S ince writ ing the above o n the morning of the roth,
a message arrived and took m y husband away as in a m oment .
It was fro m our Brother Smith , abou t a hundred and e igh t y mile s
from h ere. H e wrote th at the Ind ians were ask ing him to give
them property and food, a nd wishing him to pay for the land he oc -
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c up ied. H e told them he could not say a nythtng about it ; they be
cam e very a ngry and told hi m t o move off to-m o rro w ; he sa id he
co uld not , but they st ill insisted upo n it wit h g rea t insolence, unt iJ
he was obl iged to tell them he would go. S iste r S m it h writes me
t ha t they a re a f ra id for their lives a nd they ask for help immediately
to co m e a nd remove them. Husband h as go ne a nd ex pect s to be
Obli ged to bring them a way here. What the result will be the Lord
o nly knows. The two principal instigators a re brothers to the
Indian who went to the Un ited S tates for som e o ne to co me a nd
teach them , that we read about as the first news west of the R oc k y
m ounta ins. H ow transient is th e- m issiona ri es' h ome. I believe
we most of us feel that " we he ve no a bid ing ci ty here."

I seldo m write h ome wi t hou t speaking of one o r botb of us
being abse n t o r about to be. We journey a g rea t dea l a nd that ,
with o t her causes, h as nea rly worn m e out , and my husband , too .
I can not say all I should lik e for wa nt of t ime and s t rengt h .
Part o f the co n tents o f this sheet, oug h t not t o be ci rcula ted ; it
m ay do hurt. I do not wish it made publ ic, for a n)' o ne to m a ke
an ill use of it.

I a m al most d iscouraged abo u t Marcus eve r finding t im e to
wr ite m any letters to our f riends a t h ome; he h as written n one for
a yea r past ; he would if he could; h e is a way no w and I do n ot
know when h e will return.

I began to write abou t the st ate of the peop le. or l a te mv
hea rt yea rns over them m o re than usua l. T hey feci so bad, dis
appo in ted, and some of them a ngry because husband tells them
th at none of them a re Ch r ist ians; th at they a re a ll o f them in
the broad road to dest ruct ion, aud that worsb ipping ..... i11 not save
them . They t ry to persuade h im not to t a lk such bad talk to
them, as the)' say, bu t ta lk good t alk, or teJl so me story, o r h is
to ry . so that the)" m ay h ave som e Scri p t ure n ames to lea rn. Som e
th rea ten to whip him and to destroy our cro ps, a nd fOT a lo ng
t im e their cattle were turned into our pot a to field every n ight t o



132 T WENTY· P I RST AlIo"NUAL RE UNION

see if the}" cou ld not com pel him to ch a nge his cou rse o f iustruc
tion with them.

These things did not intimid ate us ; it o n ly drove us to a
throne of grace with g reater ea rnest ness to plead for bless ings to
descend upo n them . O ur hearts o n ly pant for time to h ave ou r
whole minds g,hoen up to instructing them without being distract 
ed with so ma ny cares which are necess arily upon us, not for o u r
se lves so much as for ot hers. It h as and s t ill seems as if a ri ch
bless ing was near a t b and for us a nd them , and so m et i mes J al 
m os t seem to g rasp it. Why does the blessi ng St8) ' ? I s it be
ca use there is so few h a nds to la bou r a nd there is m uch ru b bi sh
to be clea red away ? O r is it because o f o u r un belief and imp iety
of heart? Doub t less, both . 0 , for more deep a nd arden t p letyIn
eve ry heart ; bu t part icu larty in m y o wn a nd husband 's. Will
dea r father p ra:)" that miss ionaries m a}' be more b oly and heaven
Iy-m inded , a nd less sel fis h . Could the ch urches a t h ome be set
down in heathen land s and see and kno w their m iss io n a r ies as
the}' k no w themsel ves , 0 how they would p ray for them a nd feel
and sy m pat h ize with them.

When will C h risti a ns cease to feel that their m iss ioua r ies
are such goon people that they d o not need to fee l and pra}' for
them as they pray for o ne a n other.

Dear Sister J ane writes that the Lord will d o wonders for the
heathe n world this year , and we expect it, too, and m ay o ur
hopes be reali zed,

I wish it did not hurt m e so to wr it e. I a m "cr)' weak a nd
feeble, and much t h inking or exci tement overcom es me. I sho u ld
h ave go t well lo ng ago, I th ink , if i t were possible for m e to be
quiet , with so man}' peop le a bou t m e and so much t ranspir ing.
R est is no t for us in th is world. Dear m other says it seems R!'

if she might see us aga i n in th is world. J d o no t kno w as I h a ve
such a t ho ugh t; a lthough it rna}' not be im possib le. I h ave
long fe lt it m ore p robable t hat we sho u ld never meet , and
h ave t ho ugh t more o f meeting m y fr iends i n h eaven than i n
th is world , unless the Providence of God shou ld m ake it neces-
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sary for us to leave the field. Ou r united choice would be t o live
and die here-to spen d ou r lives for the salvat ion of thi s people.
Yes , dear parents, we have ever been con ten ted and happy, n ot 

withstanding all our trials, and le t come what will, we h ad
rather d ie in the battle than t o retreat, if the Lord will o n ly ap
pear for us and remove all t~at is in the way of His salva t ion;
take up every st u m bli ng block o ut of ou r h earts and f rom this

mission, and prosper His o wn cause h ere. Ou r a rde n t prayer is,
Lord let not this mission fail ; for ou r Board says it is the last
effo r t they shall m ake for the poor Jndiensec- and m ay the d ear

Ch rist ia ns a t h ome feel to u rge up thei r requests t o God in ou r
behalf. This is wh at we n eed m ore than a n y t h in g else.

Once m ore, d ear fatber, farewell. The Lord deal gen t ly with
m y beloved parents in the d ecline of life; supp o rt them in death,
and safe ly house them an d us in His presence forever.

As ever, I rem ain , you r affectionate d aughter,

lS'ARCI SSA Wl1ITM AN .
H an. Stephen Prentiss,

Angelica,

Allegheny Cou n ty
New York, U. S. A.

\VAIlLATPU, W. 'V. RI VE R, O REGO:S T ERRITORY,}
Oct . qt h , 1840.

flfy Dear Af other:-I ca n n ot express the sa t isfac t io n we en 

j oyed in receiving, beh old ing an d perusing d ear m otber's o wn
le tte r ; h er ow n words an d thoughts, written with h er o wn h and .
It a rr ived the first of June. An Indian b rought it with ot her
letters from W alla Walla after dark. We were in bed an d h ad
just got t o sleep wben h e a n nou nced that letters had com e. W e

cou ld not wait until m orning, bu t ligbted a can d le and read
them . I rece ived n o other com m u n ica t io ns except what w as con-
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rained in that sheet f rom father, mother a nd H arriet, from the
States ; b ut some from the Islands. It was enough to transport
me in Imaginatiou to th at dear circle I loved so well, and to pre
vent s leep from returning that night. I h ave long looked and
longed for something that would seem like conversing with dear
m other o nce more, and now it has ar rived : I know n ot how to ex
press m y gratitude to her fo r it. O. cou ld m y dear p arents know
bow much co m fo rt it would be to their soli tary ch ild re n here,
the)' .....ou ld each of them fill ou t a sh eet as of t en as once a m onth
a nd send it to the Board for us. H ow I shou ld like to know
what each of them aredoiug and h ow they feel from week to week. It

would be better t o m e than books, papers, o r clothing. I have
enoug h o f everyth ing and m ore than I can find time to read . If
d ea r father ca n afford to pay the postag e o n m y letters h ome and
his o wn a nd m other's to m e as of t en as I want to hear from them ,
we will be perfectl y satisfi ed . I ask for n othing e lse. The Be ard
are constan t ly send i ng us books and p apers and boxes of cloth 
iug . There are t wo barrels now a t Vanco u ver for us from Brother
Judson, and h ave been since Juue ; also one from Rushville and a
box from Lysand er. I ex pect we h ave letters in Brother Judson 's
barrel , wh ich accou n ts for ou r not receiving a ny from them. We
a re looking for them up every d ay now. In some o f m y fir st
letters I did ask for so me clothing to be sent me. It was m ore
because Mrs. Hull m ade me promise to write fo r what I wan ted,
tha n because I needed them. I d o not need to have dear father
sen d m e auytb ing, for others d o, and wh at is not sen t I can d o
wi t h out. W e are well p rodded for; the ch urches t ake good care o f
their missi onaries. Our ch ie f d esire is to be found faithful stew
a rds in th at which is com m itted to ou r trust.

I rece ived a letter in August from S ister Jane written in March.
I am h appy to hear that she a nd E d ward a re so wisely e ngaged .
1I0pe they will let nothing in terrupt them in their s t ud ies until
E. becomes fitted for the m inistry and the missi onary held. J ane
says she h as h ad a call to go to the Sand wic h Islands; I am glad
she dot'S n ot g o. If she goes a nywhere s ing le , sh e must come and
l ive with us ; sha ll write to her to that effect . I wrote to father
and mother in May last a nd se n t them across the mountains;
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h ope they have been received by this time. In that I mentioned
we were abou t to start to Colville on a medica l v isit. Mrs. W alk
er h as a little daughter- second ch ild . We went and returned
in little less than three weeks, 130 miles. This is hard riding for
us. Husband is gone so much of his time a nd h as so m any im 
p ortant duties at h ome. bein g alone, that he feels as if he must
perform his j ourneys as rapidl y as poss ible . O n ou r return we
m oved into our new h ouse-find it very com for ta b le and much
easie r t o do ou r work. Mrs. Mu nge r was co nfined the agth o f
June ; recovered well-had a d aughter. We, left immediately for
.Mr. S pald ing's t o at tend the general mee ting of the m ission.
Soon a ft er we returned the L ord was pleased ag ain t o visi t ou r
family with s ick ness and death. Mother will recollec t that in the
sp r ing o f 1838 we h ad a man and bis wife sen t us from the Sand 
wich Island {na tives] as mission ari es. They ca m e to ass ist us in
our domest ic labours. He was t aken sick before we went to the
m eeting , but recovered and he and h is wife went with us. H e
was s ick and recovered several times, but every relapse b rought
h im much lower tha n befo re. He d ied the Sth o f Augus t o f in 
flammation of the bowels. Our loss is verv g rea t. H e was so
fa ithful and kind- always read y and anxio us to relieve us o f eve ry
care, so t ha t we m ight give ourselves to o u r appropriate m ission
a ry work-increasingly so to the last. H e died as a fai thful
C h rist ian mission ary dies-happy t o die in the fie ld- rejoiced

that h e was permitted to co me a nd labour for. the good of the
Ind ians, while his heart was in h eaven all the ti me. Who that
c o uld witness him in his dying m oments and see the cal m and
s weet seren it y o f h is co un tenance, bu t what would feel it a priv
ilege to be a missi onary- to be the m eans o f savi ng o ne SUC~1 sou l
from the midst o f h eathen d arkness. His wife is j ust so fait hfu l,
b ut she is a feeble person. I know not how I co uld do without
h er ; so W~ feel co ncern ing h im. Bu t the Lord saw d iffere n t. He
h ad higher em ploymen t for him in h eaven. Dear m other. we feel
t ha t the L ord m eans someth ing by his repea ted affl ict ion: every
year we h ave h ad a death i n ou r family s i nce we h ave been h ere.
I feel as if it would be our turn soon a nd we kno w no t how soon.
In abou t a m onth a fter J oseph's death , I was t ak en wi th in-,
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flamrnation of the;lddneys and was brought very low. But the Lord
i n mercy raised m e up aga in and I got able to be about in a sho rt
time ; but s ince that I got down ag a in and have been ever s ince
unable t o:see to m y work. H ave been t aking medicine n ow for
some time a nd begin to feel as if I shou ld be quite well aga in;
b ut d o n ot ex pect to be able to engag e in teaching again t h is
winter. It is quite a trial to be laid as ide when so much needs to
be done. But missionaries wear o u t quick where they h ave al 
ways so much t o d o , and it will be so, so long as there a re so few
in the field.

W e are thronged wi th com p an y n ow a nd h ave been for some
time past, and m ay be through the winter. I of ten think of
what m other used t o say- " I wish Narcisse would not a lways
h ave so much com pan)'." It is well for m e no w that I h ave h ad
so much experience in waiting upon com p a ny, and I can d o it
when necessary withou t consider ing it a great t ask. As we are
s it ua ted , ou r h ouse is the missionaries' tavern, and we must accom
m odate m ore or less the whole time. Mr. G ray a nd fa mily a re
removed from L apwai (M r. Spa ldi ng's sta t io n ) and a re now wi th
us until the)' ca n bu ild anew, or rather until af ter his wife's con 
fineme nt. H e h as a n Hawa i ia n wife lately from the Islands .
Mr. G r iffi n and M r . Munger and thei r wives, who cam e out l ast
su m m er as self -su pport i ng missionaries, a re here a lso. In Aug ust
R ev. Mr. Cla rk , Ph ilo L it tlej oh n, and Mr. S m it h wit h the ir wives,
ar rived; they h ave come independent of the Board , also. We h av e
no less than seve n miss ionary families in ou r two h ouses. \Ve
feel that we need much pat ie nce and wisdom to get a long wi th
so m any, and much st ren g t h . W e are in peculiar and so mewh at
tryingcircumstancesin relation to them. W e are under the Ameri 
can Board and they h ave co me ou t in oppos it ion ,or in other words to
try to live independen tly o f the Board . T h is they will find very diffi
cu lt , o r next to imposs ible to d o, and some of them beg-in to see
it so. \Ve can not sell t o them, because we are mission aries an d
d id not com e to be traders ; and if we d id we shou ld help them to
establish an op posit io n Board. But we can give them, and report
t o the Board , which is not so agreeable to them. Their m ea ns a re
very limited and the}' will su ffer before they ca n get h elp from
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•

the ch urch es, if they h ave it at a ll. T hose who h ave come th is
year a re excellen t peo ple and we wi sh they were under the Board,
fo r we need their labours very m uch. We should keep Mr. Little
joh n and his wife wi th us if we h ad a n)" cla im upon them. Ma
is acquain ted with them ; he is Aug usta's brother.

What a co m fort it is to us t hat m other and father s t ill live to
pray for us, and m ay they 1001g continue t o. For they can never
'rea li ze how much grace and wisdom, pat ience, forbeara nce
brotherly kindness, love and ch arity ; yea, every Christian g race"

•
m eekness and humility, t heir da ugh ter needs.

O nce more, dea r m other, farewell.

F ro m j-ou r ever affectionate daugh ter.
NARCISSA.

P. S.-Your ch ildre n both send m uch love. ] h ad h oped that
rn a would h ave recei ved a letter at this time from her so n Mar
cus ; but it is al m ost like h oping aga inst h ope, so long as his
cares and d uties are so complicated.

Oc t . aotb, 1840.

lily Dear Sister Harrietr-s-Ycnr letter, although sho rt, was
eery good a nd pleased m e m uch ; and no w what do you t hink
it would h ave been to m e, h ow much good would it h ave done
your b ro t her and m e, if it h ad bee n a whole sheet and well fi lled
as ] fill m ine. I h ave written you separately a long lette r, and
on e to E d wa rd. You d id not tell m e t hat you h ad received a ny.
Always tell m e how m any letters of m ine you h ave received, and
what their d ates are, and then I sha ll know if you get all I write
home. Whe n I write you, I always wish to have you receive them ,
and if I know what you receive, then I shall k now wh at you
be ar from m e.

You did not t efl me wb a t you are doing and wbat company
you keep; wha t female m eetings you attend, and whetber you are
do ing good in the cause o f Ch ris t . What books do you read ? Do
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you com fo r t ma by reading to her such books as Dwight's The
ology, Doddridge's Rise a nd Progress, Milner's Church History,
e tc., as Narc isse used to d o iu her younger days ? What progress
are you m aking in the d iv ine life ? You see there a re many
things I w ish ) ' OU t o tell m e en ough to fill m ore than o ne sh eet .

I a m h appy to hear that J. an d E. h ave gone to prepare to become
miss ion aries, aud t ha t you h ave a wish to be h ere with m e. I
shou ld like to h ave you here ver)' much, a nd I h ope you will pre- •
p are yoursel f for it. I k now dear m other would willingly g ive

up H arriet to g o t o the beathen if the Lord shou ld call h er. This
is what you oug h t to live for as well as m e, for there is nothing
so d es irab le . I m ay send for yo u yet, a n d you would d o well to
prepare yourself. I think of proposi ng to J ane to come an d
teach school 'here n ex t t ime I write her. Dear H arr iet, h onour
t be Saviour every wh ere you g o ; be en tirely devo ted to Him. You
will never regret It. D o write m e often an d full y. Write a little
ofte ner and send m e more tha n o ne shee t a yea r. It will be good

fo r you to cu lt ivate the talen t o f writing . Yes, d o m ore than 1
used to, a nd then you will n ot reg ret t hat you did not d o it m ore,
as 1 d o now wbe n 1 a m obl ig ed t o write so oft e n and so much.

T hose of the family that d o not write m e, 1 a m afra id I sh all for
g et t o i nquire a fter t h em , or write them. You all h ave m ore time
t h a n I. a nd m ore st re ng t h , too.

Your de ar brother is not a t home ; if h e was he would send

much love. As it is I se nd it for him . Th ink of him traveling
a lone this cold weat her. The first a f t er h e left his warm h ome,
t h e wind blew ve ry h ard a nd cold ,- he w ith b u t two blankets,
s leep ing on the g rou nd alo ne ; and s i nce, it h as rained a lm ost
e very d ay, a nd som et im es s no wed a little. I d o not k now when

he will com e home.
F arewe ll , dear H arrie t. Pray much for you r sis ter who loves

J Ou a nd sends m uch love to you and all the brothers and sisters.
Tell me m ore a bou t Step hen's ch ild ren and H.'s and E .'s ; you

know, H arriet, mine is dead. Befo re this 1 h ave written all a bou t
h er ; tell m e if yo u h ave seen it . Ad ieu,

Your a ffect iona te s ister,
NARCISSA.
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WAITl.ATPl1, March and, 1841.

JJfy Dear Sister:-\"Ve arc in deep trial and affiiction. Our
•Brother Munger is perfectly insane and we are tried to know

how t o get along with him . He claims it as a duty we owe him,

a s the representative o f Ch ris t's ch u rch, to obey him in all things.

H e is ou r lawgiver, as Moses was t o the ch il d ren of Israel. L ast
Sab ba t h wa s the acco m p l ish me n t of a ll things t o him- a glorious

S ab ba t h ; tbe bringing in of all thingr the Judgment Day.
Brother Perkins will recollect som e features in his prayers while
h e was h ere, whicb we now see indicated a mind not sou n d o n

a ll points. No w d on't let your faith in God be st ag gere d by
what b as h appened unto him. He has been tb inking upon some
points so long an d so d eeply that hi s mind h as lost its balance.

H e h as been nearly so before, hi s wife tells m e, but n ot so en t ire
ly g one. Poor S is ter l\I .-her trials are ve r y great. T o see him

die in a h appy st a t e of m ind would be, com para t ive ly , a light
a fflic t ion . H e has been inclining this way so long we see but
little or n o h ope he will ever be a ny better.

When you r husband left us we were a ll o f us at work with

o u r o wn hearts t o get them right for the blessing o f God upon
us. He wa s pleas-ed to show som e of u s OU I" hearts ; at least me mine

a s I n ever sa w it before, and I trust it h as been a profitable lesson to
me. The work seemed t o go 0 11 gradual ly and we h ope effectually,
but frequently d u r in g thi s time we all felt ou r feelings dest roy ed

by Brother Munger's prayers, and ventured t o speak t o him of it,
but t o ou r s ur p rise he did not receive it with that Ch r isti a n

meekness and improvement we ex pect ed in h im, but appea re d t o
be m ore and m ore s t ren g t h en ed in his preconceived notions and

feelings of himself, un til h e plainly con v inced u s by his strange
actions thatbe was deranged.

Efforts have been made by m y husband and Mr. G ray t o re
s tore h im, but all prove ineffectual. He sen t t o be present a t o u r

family worship this m orning, but we felt it would be 11 0 wor
s h ip and deferred his coming until after, and n ow he is wait ing
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for his troops t o com e in who, som e o f them, appear very unwilt

iog to a be)' orders.
•

Brother L it tlejoh n has gone t o see Mr. Cla.rk a t Mr. Smith's.
W e arc expect in g h is return this week, also Mr. C. What will be

d one w itb h im, we k now not, b ut preparations must be m ade t o

t ak e h im h ome. if possible.

Do pray fo r h is affl icted wife, and rna}' the Lord teach us a ll
a lesson for ou r profi t, and show us the d ebt of grat itud e we o we

him for the merciful preservation o f ou r reason t o u s.

I could say much m ore, but I h ave s n atc h ed thi s moment t o
write w hat I h ave, a n d must close.

Oive much love t o the S ist e rs Brewer a nd Lee, if with you.

Affectio nately yo u r s iste r i n Ch r ist,

N. ' Vn ITM." :S.

Mrs. E lv ira Perk ins,
w ascop u m .

W AIILATPU, May j ctb, 1841.

JlIy Dear B rother Edward:- Yesterda )' Mr. E rma t i n ger left u s

t o g o t o F ort H all and the R endezvous , and we sen t ou r p ackage
of letters to our fr iends by him. There be in g still a nother op por·
t unity o f writin g, I embrace it fo r tomorrow. Husband is t o se nd

a n Ind ian t u o ver t a k e h im o n accoun t of som e business forgo tten

t o be a ttended to wh il e h e was here. Mr. and Mrs. ~Iunger, wh o
I h ope you will see,left m o re t han three weeks ago w ith the m ain
part)" wh o have the goods, and Mr. E . is t o over take them.

S ince writing J ane's letter, much h as transpired of interest t o
us. Mr. Pambru n, of whom you h ave of ten heard me speak . re
ceived en in j u r y while riding out a little way fro m h is fort by

his horse los in g the rope ou t o f h is m outh and running and s urg 
i ng, which threw h im repeatedly upon the horn o f hi s sadd le and
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fin ally upon the ground. He was so bruised a nd m aimed in the
abdomen, that he was unable to m ove and was car ri ed to the house
o n blankets. H e died in four days after the injury, a m ost pain 
ful death. H e died as he lived, say in g that he was a Christi a n ,
but giv ing no evidence that h e was o ne in heart . H e was a R o
m an Ca tholic. Your brother went and stayed with him during hi s
sickness until he died. H e was so a n x ious to d ie to be relieved

•
from pain a nd suffer ing , that be plead wi th the doctor to give him
somet h ing to stupefy him so that he tr:J. ight d ie qu ick. When he
was in the last agonies be insisted o n h aving an emetic given him
anu when h e could not prevail on the doctor o r Mr. Rogers, who
was with him when he was hurt and sick , he sent for his m en t o
t ake him and carry him o ut so that he m ig h t get it himself, but
he did not succeed and gave up t o d ie without it.

His poor famil y feel the loss very much ; he was thei r main
s upport; h ad n ine ch ildre n , the youngest a n infa nt three weeks
old. His wife is a h alf-breed. He ga" e m e h is little daughter,
Harr iet, the o ne named just before he d ied. We know not what
the Lord m eans by this providence, but we h ope good will result
to His cause and his affli ct ions m ay be sa nct ifi ed to the l ivi ng.

Dear brother, t his is the Sabba t h d ay. At th is t ime you a re
doubtless eng aged in the worship of God in the sanct uary , a priv
il ege l ance enj oyed, but now a m deprived of. Our minds suffer
for the wa n t of such privileges. Yet in our depr ivat ion we have
our enjoym e n ts, for we can worship God in our o wn dwelling s
a nd find Him here present with us. At times the specia l p resence
of His H ol y Spi r it ap pears to be m ani fest, and he seems to be
reaching down His hand filled with blessings to this dying people.
The work is a great work ; but how fe w a nd feeble are the la bourers
already in the field. Our earnest prayer is that m ore labourers
might be sen t to a id us in our work ; men a fter God 's own h eart,
and 110t easily discouraged.

T he presen t is a time of unusual qu iet-not an Indian is to be
seen about us all a re sca ttered i n little groups far and near, d ig. /
ging their k amas root, and t aking sa l mo n. H ere is the mission-
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Yo ur sister,

a rv's t r ial in this co u n t ry. The people are with him so little of
the time, and they a re so sca t tered that he can not go with t hem,
for bu t few are in a place. Not withstand ing our discouragements.
I feel t hat we would n ot be situated d ifferently if we co uld . We
would not be o ut of the field for a ny co nsiderat ion wh atever, so
long as t he Lord h as a ny work for us t o do here. I wish J ane was
here to h elp m e. When I h ear f rom you .again I sha ll k no w wha t
to do abou t send ing to the Board to h a ve her co me, if Edwardcan
spare her and will st ill go o n with h is st udies . I hope you will
remember what I h ave written to you in the ot her letter, and do
as I h ave asked yo u to do , for you r o wn sa ke as well as mine. You
seem to be very near t o us. It is al m ost June n ow, and I hope
t h is letter will reach you in safety and speed il y. Mrs. L itt lejoh n
h as become the m other of a fine Oregon boy ; they will go h o m e
now as soon as they ca n get a n oppor tu n ity by sh ip. Whethe r
you see them or not, after they return I know n ot. Many e t h ers
a re getti ng d iscouraged and wish ing to lea ve, a nd o thers a re grea t
Iy d isa ppoin ted in t he co un t ry. I we nt t o ' Valla ' Valla t wo wee ks
ago to attend Mr. P.'s fu neral a nd spen t a bout two week s with
the fa m ily . T hey sent for m e to come home, for Mrs. L ittlejoh n
was sick, bu t I did not get ho m e u n t il h er babe was born. S he is
do ing well and her babe also.

Dear J ane, I hear much of your ,v·s tch ing and t ak ing care of
the s ick. Do be more carefu l of your own h ealth ; I fear for yo u ;
you will wear out too soon. I h ave not been able to do much suc h
work since I h ave been h ere.

Your brother often speaks of you and h as intended to write
you both, but h as been pulled th is way and t ha t, so th at he has
not had t ime. Adieu ; ou r love to you both . I h ave not wri tten
to pa and rn a, as I in tended, but husband h as, wh ich you m ay
read if you see Mrs. Munger.

N . WH I T M AN .

D ear Sister Jane:-It would be a p leasure to see you, a nd I am
meditating h ow it co uld be, as yo n h ave come almost h alf way.
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I was just telling Narcisse what a n interest I had t aken ' in your
self ever since I was introduced to you at your father' s house by
Mr. H amilton at the close of a prayer m eeting. That was the first
introduction t o the family. From that moment my h eart h as
been towards the family. But you sm ile, I suppose, and say it
was N arcissa ; no, it was J ane; Narcisse was in Butler. I presume
you will have no recollection of the introduction ; if so, let it rest
o n my recollection, which is vivid. I trust you are happily em
ployed in aiding E d ward . It is a nobIt; work. Encourage him
to study and toil. T ell him to finish his ed ucat ion before he gives
his mind an}' liberty to rove. Let usefulness be his motto. Ob
s tacles ca n be overcome. \Vith much love to you both,

Your brother,

l\IARCL' S W HITMAX.

I would send you some specimens of the coun t ry if it were
not so difficult to pack them across the m ountains.

May 17th, 18.p ,-I send this for the sc rap m y dear husband
has written }'OU , m ore th an for what I h ave written, It may do
you good to ge t even that from him who is so dear to you r s ist er
and to you, I trust. It was returned last sp ri n g , and I co uld not
send it by sh ip . Rogers h as just sa id that he would call o n you,
so that you ca n ask him as m any questions as you ca n think of ,
and if he returns you can sen d by him next sp ring .

Adieu, dear E . Your si ster,
N. W.

WAIILATPU,.March rst, 18.p .

My Dear Jane and E dward:- I was busy all the forenoon in
preparing my husband for his departure. He left a bout two
o'clock I'. :\f . t o go o n a professional vis it to Bro ther Walker's , and
1 am o nce more left alone in this house with n o other co mp a ny
than m y two little h alf-breed Rids, Mary An n Bridger and Helen
Mar Meek. 'S ince he left I h ave co p ied a letter o f o ne sheet and
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a h alf for him to Bro t her S pald ing and written a sho r t one to
Sister S., besides, which k ept m e until nearly d ark, a l though I
wrote with all m y might, for we h ad deta ined a n Indian who
was going that way. to t ake them, a nd before I could get them
com plet ed h e began to be quite impatient. I , however, paci fied
him b y g ivi ng him someth ing to eat to beguile his time, and
when be left gave him a good piece of b read to eat o n the way.
T he Indians d o us m an)' favours in this war. a nd get as many
from us in return, for they are a lways glad of so met h ing from us
to eat o n the we}", S ince I got m y letters off I regulated m y
b ouse som e, got my O W1) and little girl's su p per and some toast
and tea for a sick m an who h as been here a few da ys, f rom Walla
W alla to be d octo red ; a ttended family worship and put m y li ttle
g irls t o bed, an d h ave set m e down to write a letter to J ane and
E d wa rd , m y dea r brother and sister that I left at h ome in Angel 
ica m ore than six years ago. S i nce or j ust as I sea ted m yself to
write, Brother G ray came in t o get some medicine for the sick
m a n. He is in Packet's lodge a few steps from the d oor, and be
is the m an who a tten ds to my wants, such as milking , getting
water, wood, etc. H e is a h alf-breed from the east s ide of the
m ounta ins and was brought up at Harmony mission, bu t came
to t he m ountains abou t e ight years ago a nd h as s ince become a
Catholic. Brot her G ray h as bu ilt him a n ew h ouse a nd it is
quite a piece from us. T h us lo nel y s itua ted, what would be t he
enjoyment to me if E . and J . would co me in a nd enjoy m y soli
tude with m e. S u rely solitude would qu ick ly vanish, as it a lm ost
appears to, eve n while I a m writing . J ane. I wish you were h ere
t o sleep with me, I a m such a timid creat u re a bou t sleeping alone
that so m et im es I suffer considerably, especi all y s i nce m y h ea lth
h as been not very good. It, however, g ives m e the oppor t un it y
for the exercise of greate r trust a n d con fidence in my heavenly
protector in whose h ands I a m always sa fe a nd happy when I
fe el myself there. M)- eyes a re much weaker than when I left
h o me a nd no wonder, I h ave so much use for t hem . I a m a t
t imes o bliged to use the spectacles Bro ther]. G. so k indly fur
nished m e. r d o not k no w what 1 cou ld d o without t hem; so
much writing as we h ave to do, both in ou r own language a nd
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the Nez Perces ; a n d. besides, we h ave no way to feast ou r minds
with knowledge necessary for h ealth and spirit uali ty without
reading ,and here the st reng t h of the eyes a re taxed ag a in .

Out of co m pass ion to m y eyes a nd exhausted frame, dear
o nes, I must bid you good-n ig h t . You m ay hear from me to
m orrow, perhaps, if r a m not interrupted with com p any.

ad-s-After attend ing to theduties o f the m orning, and as I was
nearl y done h earing m y ch ildren read, t wp na t ive women came

in bringing a m iserable looking ch ild , a boy be twee n three a n d
four yea rs old , a nd wished m e to t ake him. H e is nea rly n aked,
a nd they sa id his m other h ad thro wn him a way an d gone off
wi th a not her Indi an. His father is a Spa n iard and is in t he
m ountains. It h as been living with it s grandmother t he winter
past , who is an old a nd ad ulterous wo m an and h as no co mpas
sio n for it. Its m other h as severa l otbers by d ifferent white men,
and one by an Indian, who a re t rea ted miserably a n d sca rcely
subs ist. My feelings were g reat ly exci ted for the poor ch il d a nd
felt a great disposit ion t o t ake h im. Soon a fter the old g ra n d
m other came in a nd said sh e wo uld t ake him to W alla Walla
and dispose of him, there a n d accord ingly took him away. Some
of the women who were in , co m passiona ted his case an d followed
after h er and would not let her t ake him a way, and returned
with h im again this eve t o see what I would d o a bou t him. I
told her I could not tell because m y husband was gone. What I
fe ar most is that after I h ave kep t him a wh ile some of his rela
tives will come and t ake him a way a n d m y labour will be lost o r
worse than lost. I, h owever, t old tbem they m ight take h im

•
away and bring him again in the m orning, and in the m eantime I
would think abou t is. The care of such a ch ild i s very great at
fir st-dirty, cove red with body a nd h ead lice an d sta rved- his
clothin g is ap ar t of a sk in dress that does not h alf cove r his

nakedness, and a small bit o f sk i n over his shoulders.

Helen was in the sa m e cond it io n when I took her, and it was
a long an d tedious task to ch a nge ber h abits, )·oung as she was,
but little m ore tban two years old. She was so s tu bborn and, fret-
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ful and wanted to cry all the time if sh e could not have her o wn
way. We have so subd ued her that now she is a com fort to us,
alt hough she requires tight re ins co nstan t lyr,

Mar).. Ann is of a mild disposition and easily governed a nd
m a kes bu t little trouble. S he cam e h ere last August. Hel en
h as been h ere nearly a year a nd a half. The Lord b as t aken ou r
own dear ch il d a way so that we m ay ca re for the poor ou tcas ts o f
the cou n t ry and suffer ing ch ild ren . We con fine them altogether
to E ng lish and do not allo w them to speak a word of Nez
Perces.

R ead a portion of the Scr ip t ures to th e women wh o were In

today, and t alked a wh ile with them. Baked bread and crack ers
today and m ade two rag babies for m y little g irls. I keep them
in the house m ost o f the time to k eep them a way from the na
tives, and fin d it d ifficult to em ploy their tim e whe n I wish to
be e ng aged with the wom e n . They h ave a great disposition to
t a ke a p iece of board o r a st ick and carry it arou nd o n their
backs, if I would let them, for a ba by , so I thought I would m ake
them som eth ing that would cha nge their t aste a little. You wo n
d er, I suppose, what looki ng o bj ects N arcisse would m ake. No
m atter how they look, so long as it is a piece o f clot h rolled up
wit h eyes, n ose and m outh m arked o n it with a pen , it a nswers
eve ry purpose. T hey caress them and carr)' them a bou t the room
at a g rea t rate, and a re as h appy as need be. So much for m y
ch ild ren .

I h ave not told you that we have a COOk ing s tove, sen t us
from the Boa rd, wh ich ~s a g reat com fo r t to us this winter, and
enables m e to do my work with co m p a rat ive ease, now th at I
h ave no domestic help .

We h ave b ad bu t very little S h O W and co ld this winter in this
valley. The thermometer has n ot been lower than 20° below
f reezing ; but in every di rect ion f rom us there h as been a n unu
sual q ua n t it y of snow, a nd it s t ill remains. Husband ex pects to
find sno w beyond the S na ke river, wh ich he would cross today
if h e h as been prospered, and may perhaps be obliged to m ak e
Sh O W shoes to travel with . Las t night was a ver)' wind y nigh t ,
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and the sa me t oday, but it is st ill n ow. Bro ther Walker is situ 
a ted directly north of us, so that it is not likely t h at the sno w
will decrease any in going . It is uncertain when he will return
if prospered and not hindered with the s no w. H e expects to be
g one on ly four weeks. May the Lord p rese rve and return him in
afety and in His own t ime, and k eep m e f ro m anxiety concern
ing h im. Goodn ig h t, J. and E .

3d.-DearJane, this h as been washing d ay, and I h ave clea ned
h ouse some ; h ad a n at ive woman to help m e that does the h a rd
est part. I am unable to do m)" h eavy work and h ave been for
two years past.

This evening an India n h as been in wh o h as been away all
winter. I h ave been reading to him the fift h ch apter o f Mat thew.
Every word of it seemed to sink deep into h is h eart ; and 0 m ay
it p rove a savour of life t o h is soul. H e thinks he is a Ch ris tian ,
but we fear to the con trary. His mind is so m ewh at waked up
about h is living with two wives. I would not ease him a ny, bu t
urged him to do h is duty. Others are feeling upon the subject,
p articularly the women ; and why should they 110t feel ?- they a re
the sufferers .

The little boy was brought to me agai n this m orn ing and I
could not sh ut my h eart agai ns t h im. I washed him , o iled
a nd bound up his wou nds, and dressed him and cleaned h is head
of lice. Before h e ca m e hi" h air was cu t close to his h ead and a
st ri p as wide as your finger was sh aved f ro m ea r to ear, and also
from his forehead to his neck, crossing the other a t right a ngles.
This the boys h ad done to m ak e h im loo k rid iculous. H e h ad a
burn o n his foot where they said he h ad been pushed into the fire
for the purpose of g rat ifying their m alicious feelings, and because
he was friendless. H e feels, h owever, as if he h ad got in to a
s t ra nge place, and h as tried to run a way o nce o r t wice. H e will
soon get accustom ed , I th in k , a nd be h appy, if I can keep him
a way from the n ative ch ildren. So much abou t the boy Marsh a ll.
I can write no m ore tonight.
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4th.-There h as been al m ost co nstan t high wind ever s ince
husband left and increasingly co ld . Feel considerably anxious
concerni ng him, lest the deep snow and co ld m ay make his j our
ney a severe o ne. At the best it is very wearing to nature to
travel in this cou n t ry. H e never has been obliged to encounter so
much sno w befo re, and I do not know how it will a ffect h im. H e
is a co urageous m an, and it is well that h e is so to be a phys ic ian
in t h is coun t ry . Co m m o n o bs tacles never a ffect h im i he goes
a head when duty ca lls. J ane and E d ward , you know but little
abou t your brother Marcus, and a ll 1 can tell you a bou t him at
this time is that be is a bundle of thoughts.

Met this a f ternoo n for a female prayer m eeting ; on ly two of
us-Sister Gray and m yself-yet they a re preciou s seasons to us,
especia lly whe n J esus m eets wi th us, as H e often does. I a m
blessed wi th a lovely s ister and an excellent associate in S is ter
G ray, and I trust that I am in som e m easure thankful, for I h ave
found by experience t hat it is n ot good to be alone in our cares
a nd la bours.

9th .- L ast even ing recei ved a letter from S ister Walker dated
Feb. arst, in wh ic h she exp resses some fears lest husband sh ould
not ar ri ve in seaso n o n account of the deep snow. The proba bil
ity is that h e h as b ad as much as o ne day o n sno w shoes if not
m o re. \Ve are b aving our win ter now, botb of co ld and snow.
During the last twenty-four hours there h as been quite a beavy
fall o f sno w in the valley , and it is doubtless doubled ill the
m ountains .

Last eve 1 spen t at Bro. G ray's, after the m onthly concert.
We opened some boxes that h ave j ust a rrived from the Board to
the mission, containing carding , spinning and weaving appara
tus, cl othing and books. Our goods often get wet in co m i ng up
the river, and 'we are often obliged to open , dry and repack aga in.
We have a bundant evidence that our Christian friends in the
S tates h ave not forgotten us, by the donations we receive from
time to time. My work last eve was such co ld and damp work
that it gave m e m any rheumatic pains all night, a nd besides it
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t ook us so long that [ feel unable to write much m ore tonight.
There is still another evening's work of the sam e kind, which
must be done as soon as tomorrow. We take the eve because Bro.
G. has so much labour during the day, and then our children are
all i n bed. Goodnight, Jane.

9th .- W h ile I was thinking abou t preparing to retire to rest
last eve, Bro. Gray cam e in to see if I co u ld go over and see and
a id in the arrangement of the other boxes. I fin ally mustered
c ourage to go, because they were an x ious to have it out of the
way. F ound it a n easier j ob than was expected, because there
was but one that needed drying.

•
Attended maternal m eeting th is afternoon. S ister G. and I

make all the effort ou r time and means will perm it to ed ify and
instruct ourselves in our responsible maternal duties. R ead this
p . m . the report of the New York City Association for IS4o, and
what a feast it was to us! It is a com fort i ng thought t~ us in a
d esert land to know that'we are SO kindly remembered by sis ter
Associ ations in our beloved land. But the co nstan t watch and
care and anxiety of a missionary m other ca n not be known by
them excep t by experience. S ister G. h as two of ber o wn and I
have three h alf-breeds. I believe I feel a ll the ca re and watchful
ness over the m that I should if they were m y own . I am sure
they a re a double tax upon m y patience and perseverance, partic
ularly Helen; sbe wants t o rule everyone she sees. S h e keeps me
'On guard co n t i nually lest she should get the upper hand of me.
The little boy appears t o be of a pretty good disposition, and I
think will be easy to govern. He proves to be younger than I
first thought he was; he is not yet three years old -c-p robably he
is the same age Helen was when she ca m e here. His old grand 
mother has been in to see him today, but appears to have no d is
p osition t o take him. She wanted I sh ould give her something
to eat every now and then, because I had got the ch ild to live
with me and take care of, also o ld clothes and shoes. So it is
with them; the moment you do them a favour you place yourself
under lasting obl igat ious t o them and must con tinue to give t o
keep their lovestrong towards you. I make such bungling work
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of writing this eve I believe I will stop, for I can scarcely keep
m y h ead up and eyes open. So good night, J. , for you do not
come to sleep with m e, a n d I must co n ten t myself with Mary
Ann.

IIth.- Dear J ane, I a m -sick tonigh t a nd in much pain-e-ha ve
been scarcely able to cra wl a bou t a ll day. The thought comes
into m y mind, h ow good to be relieved of care and to feel the
blessing of a sy m pe tb iz.ing hand ad min is teri ng to the necessities
of a s ic k a nd sufferi ng body, a nd whose p resence would g reat ly
dispel the g loom that creeps ove r the mind in spite of efforts t o
the con t ra ry. Bu t I m ust not repine or murmur at the dealings
of-my Hea venly Father with m e, for he sees it necessary thus to
a fllict m e that His own blessed image m ay be perfected i n m e.
0, what a s in fu l, ungrateful crea tu re I am-proud and diso bedi
e n t. I wonder and adm ire the long -suffering pa t ience of God
with m e, and long to be free from sin so that I shall grieve H im
n o m ore. But there is res t in heaven to the weary and wa yworn
traveler, and h ow blessed that we may" hope to the end fo r the
g race that sh all be given u n t o us at the revela tion of Jesus
Ch rist ." Pra y for us, J. and E ., for we need your prayers d aily .
Good n ig h t.

12th.-I would that I could describe to you wha t I h a ve fe lt
and passed th rough si nce writing the above. Before I could get
to bed last night I was seized with such severe p ai n s in m y stom
ach and bowels that it was with di ffi culty that I cou ld st ra igh ten
m yself. I succeeded in cra wling about until I got someth ing to
produce perspirat ion, thinking it m ight proceed f rom a cold , and
went to bed. About two o'clock in the m orning S is ter G ray se n t
for me, for sh e was sick and needed m y assis tance. 'Vhen I wa s
waked r wa s in a profuse perspiration. What to do I did not
know. Neither of them knew that I was s ick the day before. I
at l ast co ncluded that 1 would m ake the effort t o go, casti ng m y
self for preservation o n the m ercy of God. Mr. Cook, the m an
who came a fter m e, made a large fire fo r m e in m y room, and I
was e nabled to dress and dry myself wi thout get ting cold, the
weather h aving m oderated some from what it was a few d ays ago.
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Lbundled m yself pretty well and went with Mr. Co's assistance,
for I felt but very little better able to walk than I did the evening
before, yet not in so much p ain. When J arrived the babe was
born , and Bro. G ray was washing it. In the meantime, after they
were informed bow I was, they sen t m e word not to come if I
was not able. I t ook the babe and dressed it, and h ave been there
a ll day with m y ch ild re n , although I h ave n ot been a ble to sit
up all day . Both m other and babe are co m fort a ble ton ight, and
I h ave come h ome to spend the n ig h t and Sabba th, Ieavi ng :\l r.
G. with the ca re of them tomorrow. They h ave a good H awa iia n
wom an, wh ich is a great m ercy.

Sab. E ve., rgt b-c-Wes k ept awake last night by the head ach e
co ns iderably , and it h as con t in ued m ost of the day. Bro . G.'s
house is very open, and the ch a nge from onrs a ffects m e unf'av
c u ra bly general ty. Not wit hstand ing feeble h ealth, this Sabba th
has been a precious d ay to m e. A quiet resting upon God is eve
ry thing, both in s ic k ness and in health . 1\1y heart cries,O, for
sanct ify in g grace t h at I m ay not become h ardened under affl ic
tion.

14th.-1 have this d ay entered upon my th ir ty -fi ftb yea r, and
h ad m y dear Alice C. been a li ve she would h ave been fi ve years
old , for t h is was her birthday as well as mine. Precious trust !
she was t ak en away from the ev il to come. I would not h ave it
otherwise now. All things a re for the best, although we m ay n ot
see it a t the time. S pen t the d ay with S is ter G., althoug h not
a ble to do much. Have been taking m edicine and feel some bet 
ter this eve, and h ope to be better st ill tomorrow.

rgt h -c-Have been with S ister G ray all day. There is so much
there a nd all aro un d us to call forth feelings of sy m pat hy and
care, that I h a ve been so excited a ll dav as not to sca rcelv realize

•

m y own st a te of h ealth un t il I retire from it, and the-n I find m y
self co m pletely exhausted. Thus it is that the missionary is so
soon worn out, and his h ealth fails and he is o bliged to leave the
fi eld. He const a n t ly sees work enough for his utmost time and
strength, and much, very much th at must rema in undone for the
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want of h and s to do it . We feel a m erciful and timely relief in
the associatio n of Bro. and Sister G ray in our labours at this s ta t io n.
H ad we co n tinued much longer without h elp we should have been
obliged, both of us without doubt, to h ave retired from the field
as invalids. Vet st ill there is just as much as we all can possibly
do, and m ore, too, for eve ry yea r b ri ngs increased labours and de
m ands upo n us, a nd dou btless will co nti nue to if there is m uch
em igra t ion to th is co un try.

Edward , if you are thin k ing to become a m iss ionary, yo u
would do well to wri te a se rmon o n the word PATIENCE every
day. S tudy well its mea ning ; hold fast o n to pa t ience and never
let go. thinking all the timethat ,...O U will have m ore need of her by
and by than ever yo u ca n h ave wh ile you re-main at h ome. But
I m ust stop before I exhaust m yself, and ga in s t rength for the
dut ies of the m orrow hy rest.

21St-It will be three weeks tomorrow since dear husband
left, and I am fee ling tonigh t almost impatient for his return.
It h as been st or my a nd cold every da y si nce he left. I n deed , we
h ave h ad ou r win ter in th is m onth, and now the r ivers are so h igh
that it is al most im possible to c ross them withou t swimm ing. I
feel t h a t the Lord h as m ercifully a nd tenderly sust a ined a nd kept
m e f rom a n xious feelin gs about h im th us far d uring h is abse nce ,
Doubtless h e h as suffered much, bu t the Lord will p reserve, I hope,
and return h im aga i n t o m e, fi lled wi t h a lively se nse of His
goodness to us co n t inually. T he Ind ians feel his absence very
m uch, especially Sabbaths. T hey are h ere so short a time they
do not lik e to h ave him gone.

Today I h ave h ad the ca re o f S is ter G.'s t wo ch ild ren and my
three, which has been a h ard day's work for m e. 1 a m m ore and
m ore pleased wi t b m y little boy every d ay. H e is so m ild and
qu iet, and so h appy in his new situa t io n t ha t I h a ve n ot h ad the
least reg ret that I too k h im i n. H e is learning t o t al k English
extrem ely welt--much faster than m y two gi r ls did. T he second
Sabbath he went a bout the room saying, .. I must not work. I
must not work," and also a part of a line of a hymn he h ad h eard
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Your sis ter ,

us s ing , "Lord teach a litt le ch ild to pray,"-all that he co uld say
was, .. a ch ild t o pray, a ch ild to p ra y." H e is learning to sing,
also; h e seems to have a natural voice, and learns quick. I th ink
husband will h a ve no o bj ect ions to keeping him wh en h e sees
what a promisin g- boy he is.

S ister G ray is recovering very fast; sh e came out into the
kitchen yesterday to supper, and today sh e h as dressed her babe,
which is bu t ten d ays o ld . She took the ad vantage of m e and

•
dressed it before I co uld get over there this m orning . She was
going abou t her own room before it was a week old . Perhaps you
will think we do as the n atives do when we are a mong n atives.
She cer tain ly is very well, and we ou g-h t to be very thankful, and
I trust we a re. \Ve all see SO much to do that it is di ffi cult to
keep st ill when it is possible t o s tir. So goodnight,] . and E ., for
m y sheet is ful l.

26th-H usband arrived today a bou t noon, to the j oy of all the
inh a bita nts of Waiilatpu. Mr. Eells came with him. His j our
ney was prosperous beyond our m ost sa n g u ine ex pecta tio ns, for
the d ay th at h e would h ave been o bl iged to t ake snow shoes was
so co ld that by t aking the m orn ing very e arly thev went ' )11 the
t op of the sno w and arr ived there in safety the Sat urday after he
left he re. S ister W alker bas a son , bo rn on the roth, four d ays
after the birth of Sister Gray's. They call h im Marcus Wb itm a u .
So it is, dear .l- and E ., that the Lord ca res for a n d preserves us;
a nd it seem ed m ore than ever as if H e susta ined m e from a nx ie ty
and gave m e a spiri t of prayer for h im, and a nswered prayer in
his safe return with improved h ealth ; and O, may the l ives which
He does so m ercifully preserve, be devoted m ore en ti rely to His
ser v ice.

Bro. E ells carne for his boxes and will ret u rn next week. We
are ch ee re d with a n occasion a l v is it from one and a nother, wh ich

is a source of comfort t o us in our pilgrimage h ere.

This sheet is fu ll, and if you have trouble to read it, say so,
and I will not do so again.

K . WHITM A N .
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W AIIl,ATPU, July 22nd,I8.p.

Afy Dear AIrs. Brewer:-I find the perusal of the Memoirs of
Mrs. Smith so deeply interesting to myself, that I desire to ask
the privilege of se nd ing it, with your permission, t o the different
sisters of tb is mission, as one or two of them have begged the
reading of it. It is most too precious a morsel t o be en joyed
alone in this desert land. As I am uoable to write to Sister
Perkins this opport un ity, I will just say I forward by this co o 
veyance a few numbers of the New York Observer, co ntain ing
severa l pieces from Dr. Humphries' pen o n E d ucat ion , which she
requested in her last letter to me. We value them much and
desire to preserve them.

I am happy to hear of your prosperity in the addition t o
your family o f a little daughter. May sbe live long to chee r and
bless you with ber sweet sm iles .

Hoping for the pleasure of receiving a letter from you, I am,
dear s ist er, yours in Ch rist ian love.

NARCISSA WHIT:\I A N .

Mrs. H. B. Brewer,

Wascopum.
•

WASKOPUM, March 11th, 1843.

AI)' Dear H arriet:-I h ave just been reading your letter, wri t
ten m ore than two years ago. I have been thinking all day of
writing you, but can scarcely find courage enough; even now, I
feel m ore like taking my bed rather than writing, much as I long
to co m m u ne with you.

From a letter I received last fall from Mr. Dixon, I learn that
m y dear H arriet is n ow both a wife and a 'm other. Tender and
endearing relations! 1\1a)' you ever prove worthy of the co n fidence
and affection of your husband, and a tender, wise and judicious
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m other, and never forget that you are training immortal sp ir its
for a n eterna l world. If yo u have never read" Alcott's Young
Wife a nd Young Mother," I beg you will procure and read them.
You will der-ive g reat benefit from them. You ca n not begin too
soon to s t ud y you r duty as a m other. It is a responsible stat io n ,
and doubtless you feel it to be so. Be su re and m ake it your busl 
ness to train them for the Lord, and hold them not as you rs, but
H is, to be called away at His b id d ing. Th is is a n interesting theme
to m e. •

Whe n you write, p lease tell me a bou t your m aternal assoc ia
tion. I want to know all abou t them, and h ow the cause prospers.
W e h ave an associat io n h ere co ns is t ing of the m issionary m others
and two nat ive m others, who are the wives of the gentleme n of
this cou n t ry. W e find it a g rea t com fo r t t o meet tog ether, to pray
and sym pa t h ise with and for each other in this deser t l and where
we h ave so few privileg es. Please remem ber m e to your associa
t iou , a nd solici t a n interest in the prayers of those p raying m others
for t he missionary m others o f Orego n.

I h ope b y this time you h ave h ad a g ood v is it with you r bro 
ther Marcus. I p resume it h as been a sh or t one. T ell m e, you
that h ave enjoyed the sweets of con n u b ial bli ss long enough to
know the h appiness it affords, how would ) ' OU lik e to be so wide
ly separat ed and for so lo ng a tim e. T hink you, it is n o trial, no
sacrifi ce o f feeling ? For what would you be willing t o m ake such
a sacr ifice? I s there anyth i ng in this lower world that would tempt
you to it? I p resume not ; a t least I can see no ear t h ly inducement
su ffi cien tly p aramou n t t o ca use me vol u n ta r ily to t ake upon m y 
self such a pain f u l tri al. Pa in f u l, I say? yes, painful in the ex
t reme to the n at u ral h eart. But there is o ne o bj ect , ou r b le ssed
Saviou r, for whose sa ke, I trust, bot h you as well as we are willing
if called t o it , t o su ffer aU t h ings. It was fo r Him , for the ad vance
m ent of His cause, that I cou ld say to m y beloved husband , "Go;
take a ll the time necessary to accomplish H is work ; and the Lord
go with and bless you." Sacri fice m ad e for H im will n ot g o unre
warded. Believe m e, thi s sam e H eavenly F riend so m anifest s
himself to m e, sustains, upholds, and co m fort s m e, and that, too,
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a l m ost co n t in ua ll y as to ena ble m e to " g lory in tribulation," yea
t o rejoice that I a m co un ted worthy to suffer for H is sake. H e
h as been preparing m e for the self-de n ia l for som e tim e past, and
no time m ore effect ually th an when he was pleased to t ake m y
bel oved ch ild fro m m e. Once I cou ld n ot have borne it without
the sa me m easure of g race I now enjoy. But b lessed be H is H oly
Name, it is f rom H im I receive all th ings, and I desi re to be whol
ly con secra ted to H im . I feel th at I a m noth ing-Jesus is m y all,
His ri ghteousness alo ne I plead ; in Him m y g uilty sou l expec ts
to find a full a nd free sa lva tion .

I h ope the h and a nd the heart t hat h as go t possession o f m y
bel oved H arriet's will p lease accep t o f a s ist er's love, altho ug h we
h ave never been p r iv ileged wi th a n acq ua i n tance, and m ay never
m eet in th is worl d. M ay I not h ope to recei ve letters from you
both, and freq uently, too? Can such a thi ng be under the su n
that m y husband will prevail o n you to come to Oregon t o spend
y ou r days? I k now yo u would say , I can not l,eave pa and rna to go
so far.

G ive much love t o sister C. and her husba nd ; tell h er to please
consider thi s as wri tten to her, if I a m unable t o write h er by
t h is opport un it y. I th ink of s ister Mary A n n as being a g uard ian
ang el t o m e sometimes. When sh a ll I be o ne to you ? I think
som et i m es it will not be long . Aga in I send love to J . G . a nd a ll
the family. Many k isses for all the babies.

Yo ur a ffect io na te s ist er ,
NARC JSSA.

Mrs. J ohn 'V. Jackson,
Cuba, Allegheny co,

New York, U. S . A.

F ORT G eO RGE, August r rth, 1843.

1I'Iy Dea r Parentsr-s-t a m now at the m outh of the Colum bia
river. I came d own with Rev. D aniel Lee of Waskopum, where I
spen t the last winter, and Mr. Leslie. H e and his family are ex-
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peering to leave in the sh ip , that is now o n its way down the ri ver,
for the States. Doctor Babcock and his fam ily of the same mis
s ion are going o n the same vessel to the Island s, a lso Mr. F rost
and family are leaving the missionary fie ld, by the sam e oppor tu 
nity and goi ng h ome. T h us o ne a fter a nother o f ou r Method ist
brethren leave the cou n t ry a nd go to the Sta tes. This is very dis
couraging to those who rem a i n. Some of our n um ber h ave done
the same ;- Mr. S m it h and Mr. G ray and the ir families. Minfste
ri al and miss ion ary work is increasing in the cou nt ry. and the la
bourers are decreasing .

My beloved parents m ay think it st ra nge that I sh ould wan
der abou t the co u ntry so much when my dear h usband is a bsent.
The Lord is ve ry merciful a nd of g reat kindness to m e in
showing m e so m any favours in m y lonely situat io n. It serves to
occupy m y mind and k eeps me from undue a nxiety co ncerning
b im ; and besides this, j ourney ing is beneficia l to m y h ealth . I
have come down t o enjoy the benefit of a sea breeze, and visit the
missi o n st at ion a t Clatsop o n the Paci fic coas t . I a m n ow e nj oy
ing a fr iendl y vi sit in the family of Mr. Birn ie at this fort. When
the sh ip leaves I sh all accompany R ev.T ason Lee to Clatsop, where
I expect to spen d a few days and return with Mr. Lee and Mr.
Leslie to the Willamette and fr n ish m y vi si t there. Every where
I go I find atten tion and kindness far m ore than I deserve. I be
lieve I wrote t o pa and rn a while I was a t W ascopum. I left them
and went up the river in the co m pa ny's boats in charge of Mr.
G ra n t, the first o f April, and a rrived in safety afte r a voyage of
five days. I went h ome and arranged affai rs , at t ended upon the
com pany of Docto r White and h is par ty, which consisted of R evs.
Hinds and Perkins, who came up to hold a m eeting with the In
dians. When the m eet iug closed I accom pan ied them to W alla
W alla, and o n the fir st d ay of June left there in the brigade for
Vancouver, Mrs. McKi o lay accompanying m e . In com i ng , Dr.
White recommended m e t o the a tten t io n of Dr. Barclay , a n em i
nent physici an of the fort. I remained there abou t two m onths
and a ttended fa ithfully to his direct ions ; feeli ng it is a g reat fa
vour to h ave so good an oppor tu n ity to at ten d to m ) ' he alth , and
t o be so free from ca re and labour. I left two of the ch ild ren in
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the ca re of Mrs. Littlejohn and Mrs. Eells . Helen I h ave with me
About the l ast of July, I went to the Willamette F alls and sp en t
m ost of m y t ime in the families of Mr. Abernethy and Mr. W alter.

The latter one says he k new p a well ; his circu it was in that region
and h e resided in F rie ndsh ip . L ast Mond ay , a t su ndown , I left
them to come do wn the river to see the mission families leave.

It is very trying to part with d ear Bro ther and S ister Lee. I
h ave en joyed such sweet socia l religious privileg es with t hem the

p ast winter that I feel very much endeared t o them. I can not feel
very willing to h ave them g o. It is but very recently that they h ave
t alk ed a nd m ade up t h eir minds to go, a n d it was very su rp risi ng

to us. T hey are pious , devoted m issionaries, b ut Mrs. Lee 's h ealth
h as failed, a nd they feel it their duty to g o home. They were f rom
tbe New England s t a t es a n d ver)' probably pa a nd rn a will not see
them. Brother Lee says b e w ill wri t e t o p a when h e g et s b orne
for me. I sen d th is by h im. D octor Babcock g oes to the Islands

to return aga in ; it is p ossible h e m ay not. H e is f rom Avoca. I
d o not know when I shall see m y dear h us band aga in . I h op e in
a few weeks to rece ive lette rs f rom him a nd then I sh a ll know

whe n t o ex pect hi m . T he Lord be m erciful t o m e a n d return him
t o m y a r ms aga in in peace. I forbea r to t h ink much of the future,
but rest it wit h the Lord . I h a ve written t his very p oorly . T he

h ouse is full of co m pany a nd it is di fficul t t o keep m y t h oughts.
My m ost d early beloved a n d excellen t parents, please accept of m y

h ea rtfelt thank s for all you r love a n d k ind ness to m e, a n d be as
s u re d of the s incere, devoted love of your unworthy d a ughter,

N ARCI SSA.
H o n . S tephen P rentiss,

Cuba, Altegheny Co.,
New York, U. S. A.

•

W ASK O P Vl\I, Ma rch 31st , 1843.

/It}' Dear Brolher:- W hy is it t hat I n ever receive a letter

f rom you? H ave you 110 time to write , or h ave you forgo tten m e ?
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I will not think it ; n ot that you do n ot love me, fo r this would
make me unhappy. Could you see my heart and know h ow
much I 10\'e and think of you and sympathize with you , shou ld I
n ot receive a communication from you and thus be assured of :r6u r
love and remembrance of me? It is n ot for the want of a h eart
t h at I do not write m ore and oftener to all m y brothers a nd s isters,
but for the want of health and stre ngth to do it. Now I am de
prived of the society of my beloved husband, I realize more than
ever your s it uat io n; yet not its keenest pang, for oursel ves is
a voluntary and temporary separation, while yours is-I h ardly
k no w wbat to ca ll it- a n unwi lling and unnecessary separa t io n , at
least o n your p art ; yet I h ope not a perpetual one. 0 t hat I could
h earthat you were o nce m ore un ited and h appy in all the sweets o f
domest ic bliss, for they are m any, and when g iven us from the
Lord, how we should prize them. Those are tender ties to be
separa ted and hang bleed ing all o ur life, but the Lord permits ' us
thus to be a ffl icted. We sh ould lean o n Him for support . And
may you, dear brother, re ali ze as much of the blessed Saviour's
gracio us presence as I do in my lo nely s it uat io n , and h ave it can.
tinued to you const a n tly. I, t oo, k uow the blessed effects of
affliction to purify the h eart and sa nct ify the soul : a nd , not with
s t anding thei r keen sm a rt and writh ing pang, yet it is good to be
a fflict ed; they a re cho ice mercies to us, fo r when He has tried us,
m y brother, we sh all com e forth as gold. Our greatest ca re should
be, not to murmur o r complain of His t ryi ng dispensations to
wards us, but feel always m ore a n x ious to have them sanctifi ed to
us than to be delivered from them-for then "pa t ie nce will h ave
her perfect work."

o what would I g ive could I see you, for then I co uld pour a
full heart into your bosom; but yo u h ave seen m y better self, 1
h ope, and enjoyed a sweet vi sit with h im, for m e as well as for
him. You will write me, I know, by him, You will doubtless
see m y letter to father and m other. 1 h ave g iveu the particulars
of the past to them.

Recently, in tell igence has co m e to us f rom above that the In 
d ians are t alking and m aking preparations for war. The visit of
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the government's agent l ast fa ll has ca used considera b1e:_~cite~

m ent. All deci s ive m easures and language used to them they
const rue into threats, and say war is declared and they intend
to be prepared. They have heard many unwise remarks which
have been m ade by desig n ing persons, especi ally a h alf-breed
tha t came up with the agen t last fall. S uch as troops are co m ing
into the river t h is spr ing and a re co m ing up with Dr. White to
tight them. It is the K aiuscs that cause a ll trouble. There are
no tri bes in all the co un try bu t what "a re m ore quiet and peace
ab le to live with than they are. If a n}' mischief is going ahead
they ori g i na te and ca rry forward. They are m ore di ffi cult to
labour a mong than the Nez Perces. T hey _~!~ ~~<:~, especially_i.D
horses , and co nsequently h aughty and insole n t. A large assem -

- bf age I s expe'cted [n less tha n a m onth" to -iD."eet in the va lley of
Walla W all a. What the result of it will be) time will determine
F rom the excitement and t alk that h as been goin g o n all winter
we have reason to fear that it will not be a ve ry quiet t ime. T he
Ind ians of the Buffalo co un t ry h ave been sen t for by the high
ch ief o f the Nez Perces, E llis.

W Al,l,A W A l, L A, Ap ril ra th, 1843.

J:lfy Dear B rother:- I arrived here last Sat u rday. Left Was
copum Monday early April grd, and ca me with Mr. G ran t, who
was in charge of the Com pa ny's boats, three in number ; h ad a
pleasant a nd safe voyage; a rrived greatly exhausted with fatigue
but feel much benefited by the trip. Two d ays a fter I received a
letter from Sis ter Littlejohn at Lapwai (Mrs. Spald ing's), giving
the a ffl ic t ing news of the death of h er on ly son by drowning . H e
fell into the mill Boom and Boated down out o f s igh t into a deep
pit and was not found until it was too late to bring him to life.

This m akes the six t h person that h as been drowned since
November in this infant co un t ry; four ad ul ts and two ch ild ren.
Mr. Olley , of the Methodist mission, was drowned in the W allam
ette about two m onths before Brother Rogers, and those with him.
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What the Lord means by the rem oval of so many, we know
n ot, but feel admonished to be also ready. Brother and Sister
Littlejohn feel their afilict ion deeply, but are m ercifully support
ed under it.

T h e excitem~ among the Kaiuses has a bated co nsidera ble
from what it was when I co~m-enced thi s letter. Mr. McKinlay
of this fort has been to Vancouver and brought back word to
them from Dr. McLoughlin that they, the, British, do not, neither
h ave they intended to m ake ~a.r_ upon them. This relieves them
cons iderably. NO't..~~i_~ fe ar is the Americans. They have been
led to believe that deceitful m easures are be ing taken t o rob them
of their land, to kill them all off. Language ' li ke this h as been
told them, and at the m eeting last fall , " that if you do not make
laws and protect the whites and their p roperty, we will put you
in the way of doing it." They consider this a declaration to
figh t and they h ave prepared acco rdi ng ly. We h ope n o depreda
t ions will be co m m itted upon us or the mission property, ami
think the d ifficu lt ies can be removed and ad j usted to their minds ,
but not without the m ost prudent and wise m easures. The agent
is quite ignorant of Indian character and especially of the.c?ar
acter of the Kaiuscs. Husband 's presence is needed very much at
this juncture. A great 105-'> is susta ined by his golng to the S ta tes,
I m ean a present loss to the st at ion and Indians, bu t h ope and
expect a g reater " good will h e accom p l ished b y it. T here
was no other way for us to do. We felt that we co uld not rem ain
as we was without m ore help, and we are so far off that to sen d
by let ter and get returns was too slow a way for the present emer
gency.

I intend to go up to W aiilatpu as soon as the water falls; it

is so high n ow and is rising so that I can not cross the ri vers. I
shall write so me of the family by the m ountain route; this I
send by the express to Montreal.

Would it be a st ra nge thing if I shou ld see you com ing t o
th is co un t ry with my husband ? You will write me to pay for
this I hope. ' Rem e m ber I h ave not beard a word about the death
of that s ister yet , and perhaps s t ill greater inroads have been
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made in the dear circle that I have yet to be informed of. It
will not he mao}' years before we shall all be transplanted, and
o may it be into the paradise above, and n ot on e of us be missing.

I want very much to hear about your little daughter, your
self and all your affairs, and b ow you feel end live from day to
day, and what you are doing for the ca use of Ch rist . How does
the doctor appear to you ? H ow have you enjoyed your visit with
him ? Living a lone in the midst of a savage people, without see
ing much company, we lose our polish and doubtless would ap·
quite uncouth to the civilized world. This is o ne of the mission
a ry's trials, becau~e be is apt t o be despised for it.

Love to all. Pray for your loving s ister ,

I'ARCI SSA.

Your spectacles are o f great use to me. I should not know
h ow to do without them. My eyes have failed me almost entire
ly. I think som etimes I have reason to think of you pretty often .
I should like a pair of green double plain glasses. Hope doctor
will bring so me. F arewell .

~.

J onas Galusha Prentiss, Esq.,
Angelica, Allegheny County,

New York,

U. S. A.

WAH LATPl', August 23, 1842.

k ezT. Ab·. and lJIrs. Atte«, Cuba, lJIy Dear Christian Fricndsr-«
I h ave tb is m orning been thinkiug deeply upon ou r situation and
wants a s a mission, the sp ir it ual condition of the native popula
tion, a nd the interests of the country at large as it 'respects the
prosperity of the cause of Ch rist on the o ne h and and the exten
s ion of the powers and dominion of Romanism o n the other. The
thought occurred to me, I will s it down and write to this dear
brother and sister, and so lici t an interest in their prayers and
those of their beloved charge for us; it may be it will g ive such a
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sp ri n g to the work that a ngels will st r ike their harps a new, and
a song of praise be put into the mouths of many who are
now in the broad road to ruin . Think, if you please, of the soli 
t ary missionary labouring and toiling, without a s in g le Aaron or
Hur to s tay up his bands ! What slow progress must he m ake, if
any at a ll, where the preaching and praying are all to be done by the
same individual! Perhaps you will say, a nd justly, too, t hat we
do pray for you co n t inu ally . My dear friends, let m e en t rea t you
to offer up spec ial prayer in ou r behalf, for we need it m ore th a n
I ca n exp ress. In the first place, we n eed m ore missionaries, and
those of us who are now o n the g rou nd need your prayers emi
nently, n ot as those who h ave a lready attained unto perfect m en
and women in Ch rist, bu t as g re atl y in wan t of an enlarge me n t
in every Ch rist ian grace, if not an en t ire renovation of soul to
God.

T he K ayuses, Nez Perces, Spok a ne, and all the adjacen t tribes
need your p rayers, for they are a dark -m in ded , wandering people,
h avi ng h earts , bu t understand not the truth. I will give you the
language of o ne of them in a talk m ade three Sabbat h s ago. Af
ter li stening to a n exposit ion of the tru th conta i ned in Prover bs,
5th ch a pter, h e said: .. Your inst ruct io n is good ; the wise and d is 
c reet a pp reciate it; for t tie mass of us, we b ear it, but it falls pow
e rless upon our h earts, and we remain the same st ill." I felt it
deeply as a reproof for o ur un belief, and want of faithful, earnest
praye r in their behalf. The present is the h arvest time with
them. We know not h ow soo n arden t spi rits will be introduced

_"- ---- _.- f -
into the cou n t ry to distract and impede ou r work. Set tlers are
begin n ing to come arou nd us, and their influe nce will not be the
m ost co ngenial, as they are m ostly m en living with n ative wo
men, who h ave for m any years been wandering in the deep re
cesses of the m ountains, indulging themselves in every spec ies of
v ice and wi ckedness until, as one of them frankly co n fessed to
m e a short time since, they were wi ckeder than the Indians around
them. Perhaps m ost of them h ave received the elemen ts of a
Ch ris t ian ed uca t io n in their ch ildhood years, and some h ave
Ch ristian parents. These, also, a re e m inen tly a subject for
yo ur prayers.
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Romanism stalks abroad on our right h and a nd o n o ur left ,
and wi th daring effrontery boast s that sbe is to preva il and pos
sess the land. I ask, must it be so? Does it not rem a in for the
people of God in tb is and chri st ian lands to sa)' wh ether it shall
be so or not ? "Is n ot the Lord o n our s ide?" " If He is for us,
who can be against us." T be zeal and energy of her p riest s a rc--_..~ " . --
witb out a parallel, and m a ny. both white m en and Ind ians, wan-
der af ter the beasts. Two are in the cou ntry below us, and t wo
far-above in the m oun ta ins. One of the latter is to retu rn th is
fall to Canada, the States and the eastern world for a large rei n 
forcement. H ow t ruc-"wh ile m en slep t , the enem y ca m e and
sowed . t ares." H ad a pio us, devoted m i n ister, a m a n of t al ent ,
come in to the cou nt ry when we did and established himself at
Vancouver, to huma n appearance the m oral aspect of this coun t ry
would n ot be the same as it is now ; a t least, we th ink Papacy
would not h ave ga ined such a foot ing . Bu t the past ca n not now
be retrieved. It remains for us to redeem the time ; to s t and in
our lines and fight m an fully the battles of the Lord.

We send our im ploring c ry to you and ask, who will com e to
our help and who, rem aining , will susta in us in the work by the
mighty power of prayer? Withou t it, o u r work will be in vain ,
and perhaps worse t h a n in va in.

We h ave a concer t of prayer on Tuesday even ings, called the
Oregon Concert , in which the m embers of th is missio n and our
Methodist b ret h ren and sisters in the lower count ry un ite to
p ray fo r the success of the cause of Ch rist in Oregon .

It m ay be interestin g to you to know som et h ing of what h as
been done since we came h ere. The missionaries in this field, as
a ll Indian miss ions, h ave not o nly the sp ir it ua l wan ts of the
people to attend t o, bu t are obliged to provide for their own sus
tena nce and co m fo r t by cu lt ivat ing land, build i ng houses, m ills,
etc. ,and school houses, etc., for the people. These great ly d ivide
h is mind from his m ore appropriate mission work, and fill it
with distracting cares, causing h im to w ourn a nd be filled with
g rief that so little is accom plish ed for the soul, the immortal
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part of m an. Yet we have the sa t isfac t io n to feel that good has
been and is done to them through tbis ch a n nel, and as well as
the m ore direct way of ins truction .

The Kayuses, almost to a man, h a ve their l ittle farm s n ow in
e ver.y direction in this valley , and a re adding to it as their means
and ex perience increases. .

[Remainder of this letter m issiug .c-Brtc 'v.]
•

W AIl Ls:TP U, Sept. aqtb , l ap.

My Dear J ane and Edwa rd:- I s it down to wri te you, bnt in
great b aste. M y beloved husband bas abou t co ncl uded to st ar t
next Monday to go to the Un ited S t ates, the dear land of our
birth ; but I remain behind. I could no t undertake the j ourney,
if it was co nsidered best for me to accom pany h im, that is to
travel as be expects to . H e h opes t o reach the bo rders in less
than three m onths, if the Lord p rospers his way. It is a dread
ful journey, especially at this seaso n of the yea r ; and as much as
I want to see you all , I can no t think of eve r cross ing the m oun
t ains ag a in- my preseut health will not ad m it of it . I would go
by water, if a wa y was ever open ; but I h ave no reason t o think
I ever sha ll .

If you are still in Quincy you may not see him until his re
turn, as his business requi res g rea t h aste . He wishes to reach
Boston as early as possible so as t o m ake arrangements to return
next sum m er, if prospered. The interests o f the m iss ionary cause
in this cou n t ry calls him h ome.

Now, dear J ane, are you go ing to come a nd join m e in my
labours ? Is dear E d ward so far ad vanced as not to need your
aid a n y m ore? Do you think you would be co n ten ted to come
and spen d the remainder of you r life o n miss ion g rou nd? If so,
make your mind known to husband and h e will m ake arra nge 
m ents for youat Boston to come. Coun t the cos t well before. you
undertake it. It is a dreadful j ourney t o cross the m ountains,
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and becoming m ore an d m ore d angerous every yea r; b ut if any
mission famil ies come, you will find n o difficulty in placing

yourself under their protection. Br i ng nothing with you but
what you need for the wa)·, an d a S u nday suit, a Bible and some
devot ional book for you r food b y the way. Sen d the remainder
by sh ip . When E. h as well bn ished his ed ucat io n, I hope h e will
come, also, fo r there will be work enou g h here t o d o by that
time. At a ny ra t e , if y ou do n o t come, spen d, if you please, all
the time y ou can in wri t ing m e until b e co mes b ack, for h e w ishes

to re t urn next su m m er. Now d o n o t disap point m e, for I h a ve
not h eard a word fro m eit h er o f you si nce March, 1840. I h ave
written you much s in ce t hat tim e, b ut it m ay not h ave reached
you.

I shall be left a lo n e a t thi s s tat io n for a seaso n, until Mr.
G ray can sen d so m e o ne up from belo w to tak e the charge ; an d
b e h as left the m iss ion an d goes to engage in a public school. I

h op e to h ave Mr. R oge rs o r ) 1r. L it tlejoh n ·t o w inter h ere-the
latter wishes to re t urn to the S tates in the s p r in g .

Now, d ear J. an d E., adieu. I hope you will see husband
lo ng enoug h to h ave a g ood v isit with him. 1 h op e h e will call
as h e goes a long. If h e has time, h e wi ll , but his bus iness re
q uires h aste, if h e returns nex t spring.

P lease give m uch love to Mr. an d Mrs. Beard sley ; tell her I

shall never cease to remember an d l ove h er, and a rden tly h ope
they will both write me. I sh o uld like to h ear o f the different
m embers of h er family with whom I used to be acquainted.

Gl ad ly would I write m ore if I cou ld, b u t must write a line to

o ther friends. Pray for m e and mine while we are separated. from
each o ther.

Much love from m yself t o you both.

Affec t ionately Jou r s ister,

N . WUrTMAN.

1': 8.- 1 h ave forgotten to spea k of hus band 's com pan y in
travel. He is Mr. A. L . Lovejoy , a lawyer who cam e up from the
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States this summer, and now is willing and an x ious to return for
the good he may do in returning. He will probably co me back
again. He is not a Ch r ist ian , but appears to be a n intelligent ,
interesting m an.

N . W.
Mr. E d wa rd \V. Prentiss,

~lission Institute,
Quincy, Illinois.

Fa vo ur of Dr. Whitman. Care o f -Rev. Wm, Beardsley.

WAIILATP U, Sept. 30t h, l ap.

Afy Beloved Parent s, B rothers and Sisters:- You will be su r 
p r ised if this letter reaches yo u to lea rn t h at the beare r is m y
dear husband , and th at you will , af te r a few days, h ave the
pleasure of see ing him. May you have a j oyful m eeting.
H e goes upon important business as con nect ed with the
missionary cause, the cause of Ch r ist in t his land, which I will
leave for him to ex pla in when you see h im, because I have not
time to en la rge. H e h as but yesterday fully m ade up his mind to
go, a nd he wishes to st ar t Monday , and this is Friday. I sha ll be
left quite alone at this station for a seaso n as :\1r. G . and family
leave for the W allamette to engage in a public school, and is dis
m issed from this mission. I h ope to have Mr. R ogers and wife to
COCle and winter here, o r Mr. Littlejohn, perhaps both, and next
su m mer I intend g oing below and spend ing som e t i m e 'in vi sit
ing for the benefit o f m y health, that is t o relieve m yself from
care so that I shall h ave a n oppor t un it y to recruit. Now, dear
m other will wonder why I could not co me with him. My h ealth,
the season of the y~ar, the speed with which h e ex pec ts to travel,
a nd the d anger of the way, are reasons which make it impossible
for m e to acco m pany him. As much as I d o desire to see m y be
loved friends o nce m ore, yet I cheerfully co nsen t to remain be 
hind, t hat the Object of his almost immediate presence in the
land of ou r birth might, if possible, be accomplished. H e wishes
to cross the m ountains during this monthvI Olean Octobe r, and
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reach St. Louis abou t the first of Dec., if be is n ot detained by the
cold, or hostil e Indians . 0 may the Lord preserve him through
the dangers of the way. H e bas for a co m pa n ion Mr. Lovejoy, a
respectable, intelligent m an and a lawyer. but n ot a Ch r ist ia n ,
who expects to accompany him all the way to Boston, as his friends
are in that region, and perhaps to Washington. This is a com 
fort to me, and that he is not to go alone, or with som e illiterate
m ounta in m an, as we a t fir st expected he would be o bl iged to.
He goes with the advice and en t ire co n fidence of his brethren in
the mission, and who value him not on ly as an assoc iate, but as
their physici an , and feel , as much as I do, that they know not bow
to sp a re him ; but the interest o f the cause demands the sac ri fice
o n our p art; and could you know all the circumstances in the case
you would see m ore clearly h ow much our hearts are identified in
the salvat ion of the Indians and the interests of the cause gener
ally in th is co un t ry .

I can no t write but little, as I wish to give seve ra l o f m y friends
a t least a line or two to encourage them to remem ber me when
he returns. He hopes to co me back next sum mer, and I d o h ope
each o ne of my brethren and sisters will tell me their own story
o n paper them selves, for husband will h ave so much business o n
his mind to a tte nd to t h at h e will not re member half you say to
him. And will not dear father and m other write m e with their
o wn hand long letters ? It will be, indeed, such a com pensa t ion
fo r o u r sepa rat ion , and I trust I sh a ll feel a suffic ie n t reward for
permitti.ng him to leave me beb ind a nd to m ake his vi sit alone
to you. F orgive m e, dear m other, if he is the sale theme of t his
letter ; I can write abou t nothing else a t this time. He is i nex
pressibly dear to me . Once when Mr. Lee left hi s wife and she
died in his absence, I thought I never co uld co nsen t to be left so,
but si nce the death of our beloved A. Cla rissa , the sun der ing of
that strong and tender tie has, I trust, loosened my affections to
eartb ly obj ects, or in other words divided m y b eart by removing
that tender o bject of a m other's love to m y heavenly h ome, thus
admonishing m e to h old my affections more in subservie ncy t o
His blessed will for objects of earth, h owever st ro ng the ties w ay
be, and increased my attachments above. It seem s we have an-
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other o bj ect ad d ed to increase o u r attach men ts to the h ome, which

o u r Sav iou r h as gone to prepare for us.

I h ave just h eard o f the d eath o f S ister )1. A. Judson, bu t
know nothing of the particulars, but hope to this fall by sh ip .
I long to know m ore abou t it. I h ope Brother J. is su p por ted.

I hope you will have a long visit with your son and brother,
and a profitable o ne , a nd be c heered by it, and m a y he be pre ·

•
se rved to return aga in. 1 ca n write no m ore. Adieu, my beloved

pare n t s, brothe rs and s is te rs. May the ricb b less i ngs o f heaven
rest upon us all, and we be so h appy as to m eet in heaven.

Affectio n atel y )"ours,

K . WHi T M AX.

P. S.-I h ear t ha t Sis t er H. is a m other. I hope she and h er

husba nd will write m e, a lso s is ter Cla rissa and her husband, and
J. G. I ha ve written to that b rother, b u t h ave rece ived no ne from

him. I would write to b rother J. G. if I h ad time. H e a nd all
others m ust receive m y dear husband as m y Iiving epistle to them
and write me by h im. K W.

H on. S tephen Prentiss,

Angelica, Alleg a ny Co.,

New York.

F avour of TIr. Whitman.

VA~COt:\' ER , J une 8t h, 1843.

Illy B etooed B rother and Sister Perk ins:-I h ave but a m o

m ent 's notice of a n op por t u n it y of sending to you. You r t run k
was forg o tten by us all and brough t o n . I would send it now if
I could, but latin SB)'S his boat is too smaU for t h a t a nd his sheep.
I felt very sad after leaving you, part icutarly as my visit had been

so m arred with what transpired while pass ing . I was grieved to

see it affect you, as it was very n atural it should. But there is
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this co nsolat ion to co m for t you, and in this case it is yours to re
joice when you are persecuted for righteousness' sake.

I h ad a very fatigu ing j ourney down ; ca m e near drowning
in the portage once. One of the boats upset, but n o lives lost
The boat I was in just escaped capsiz ing. We arrived here j ust

before su nset , Sabba t h; displeased with m yself and eve ryone
around me because of the profan ation of the holy d ay of Ute
Lord.

Brother Hinds left this Tuesday m orning. Dr. Barclay ad
vi ses that 1 remain here nearly a m onth that he m ay be able to
satisfy himself respecting m y c ase.

This is but a poor return fo r the t wo good long letters I h ave
received from Brother P. a nd the one from sister , yet I h ave a
heart till ed with grat itude and Ch ris tian sym pa thy and IO" e for
you a nd those little ones associ ated with you.

Do write as ofte n as you ca n , both of yo u.

Ever yours,

l"ARCI SSA WUIT:\l A S .
Do not pay for these letters.

'VAIILA'tPP, Jan. 'got h , 1844.

B eloved S ister.-s-I received your kind letter and the acco m pa ny
ing book, a sho rt time since and en joyed to h ear that the blessings
of our kind Heavenly F a ther are st ill resting upon you and yours .
May they s t ill be co n t in ued and your preci ous lives be preserved
long for the poor heathen's sake.

I will d o as you desire and forward the memoir o f Mrs. S m it h
to Mrs. E ells, as I sh all have a good oppor t un it y by my husband
when h e goes to at tend upon Mrs. Walker, the last o f next
m onth.

After I arrived at Walla Walla last fall, I spent a week there,
and during the time I wrote several letters and sent back by the
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ex p ress. S ince that time I h ave n ot been able to write to anyone.
I was not well when I left W. W., yet I thought I co uld endure
to ri de here in o ne day in a wagon , but it proved too much for
m e. \Ve were in the even ing late befo re we could reach h ome, as
they h ad to go slow o n m y accou n t, a nd I took cold . For s ix
week s a fter , I sca rcely left my roo m a nd m ost o f t he t ime wa s
co n fined to m y bed m ore or le ss e-e-could take no care of m y family,
o r but li ttle. I ndeed , I was in a much m ore miserable s ta te than
1 was last wi nter while with you. About the twentieth of Dec.
I was taken very sudden ly with the inflammation of the bo wel s ,
a nd for a few days m y li fe was despaired of. Bu t t he Lo rd in H is
in fin ite m ercy d irected a nd blessed means for m y restorat ion in
answer to prayer.

S i nce t hat time I h ave grad ually gained my usual st rengt h so
that I a m able to see to m y domest ic co ncerns m ore t h an 1 h ave
a ny time since my return. I h ave not suffered from the disease I
took m ed icine for l ast su m m er, bu t a new and m ore precarious
o ne h as d iscovered it self, s ince m y ret u r n , yet of long st an d ing .
It consis t s of a n organic a ffect ion of the m a in a rtery below t he
heart, a beat ing tumou r wh ic h is li a ble to bu rst a nd ex t inguish
life at any m oment. T here is n o remedy for it, so I never expect
t o e njoy better h ealth th an I do at p resent : n ever do I expect to
co nt in uc long o n the ea rt h .

Yo u expressed an assurance that I en joyed the p resence of m y
Savio ur in m y a fflic t ion. It h as, indeed , been so for the m ost of
the tim e. I feel that H is m erci es a re very g reat t o m e a nd t ha t I
ca n say with t he Apostle, .. F or me to live is Ch rist , a nd to die is
g ai n ." So long as it p leases Him to spare m y life, I sh ould like
to l ive for m y family a nd the poor Indians' sake. Not wit hstand 
ing I felt such a d read to return to this p lace of m oral d arkness,
afte r en j oying so much of civilized life a nd Ch rist ian privileges,
yet now I a m here, I a m h appy and love m y work and situat ion
a n d desire to live long to see the cause of Ch rist ad vanced
in th is dark land. Indeed, I think I n ever en j oyed the privilege
of being a mission ary bet ter than this win ter, alth ough I can not
do but little if a ny m ore t han instruct m y fa m ily a nd pray for
a n d susta in the h ands of m y dear husband in his labours.
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My family consists o f six ch il d ren a nd a F rench m a n t h at
came from t he m ountains and stops with us without invitation.
Mary Ann, h owever, is with Mrs. Littlejohn n ow. Two E n g lish

g ir ls, Ann a nd Em m a Hobson, o ne 13 a nd the ot her 7, of the per
ty stopped with us; husband eng aged t o take them in the first
part of the journey, but when they a rrived here they went directly
to W. Walla, being persuaded not to st ay by some o f the party

on accou n t o f the Indians. When I ar rived at 'V. W. t he)' sa w
m e and m ade themselves known to m e and ex p ressed a desire to
come home with me. The girls were so urgent to stop that I
cou ld n ot well refuse them, a nd their father was o blig ed to give

them up. I fel t u n will i ng to increase my family a t th at time,
but now h ave n o reason to regret it , as they d o the g reater p art of
my work and go to sch ool besides . I sho uld like t o keep on and

t ell you h ow I found things when I reached home ; but this sheet
is full; I will , h owever, take a n other and di rect it -to Sister Perkins,

and as it is b ut the con tin uat io n of t h is, I presu me she will allow
you the p r ivilege of reading it . I sym pat h ize wi th yo u and Mrs.
:.\1. in the afflic t ion of a b roken breast. Please remember m e to
h er if wi th you.

We sen d you a bu nch of twine and d esire t o exchange it for
some shoe thread if you a re w illing and can spa re it.

I o ften think and dream of you and the scenes of the past.

Nei ther d o I forget you in my weak sup p lica t io ns a t a throne of
grace and the people for whom you labour; but especially a t the
seasons of o u r m others' m eetings d o I feel ja m eet ing o f h earts
a round the m ercy seat clearer and sweeter to m e t han all this
earth can afford .

Kind regards to your dea r husband, and p lease g ive m an)'
k isses to the sweet babes for m e.

Your sister ,
N . WHITM A ;>i.

Mrs. L. L. Brewer,
Wascopum.
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\V.-\IILATl' C. J an. 3 1St , I~.

Betoted Sister:-M)' story was so long that I cou ld not put it
a ll o n o ne sheet, so I told Sister Brewer I would ta ke a nother
and d irect it to you, for I presume you would aHow her the pe
rusal. Befo re I begin, ho wever, I will spea k of the in terest of th is
day to us as m others, it be ing the last Wed nesday of the m o n th,
and accord ing to o ur co n st it ut ion we h ave agreed to observe it us
a do)' o f fasting and prayer o n o ur own accoun t and our ch i l
(hen 's . It did not occu r to me last winter while I was wit h you.
It is a ch a nge that h as been recently rp ade in o ur co nst it u t ion.

It is a pleasing thought to feel that o n this day o ur hearts cen 
tre at o ne poi n t , namely, the ~Iercy Seat, with all ou r interesting
cha rges in o ur arms as the m others o f old were agreed in br ing.
ing the ir chi ldren to the Saviour while o n the eart h . Although
we arc so widely separa ted in person, yet we m eet there and feel
tha t o u r h earts a re o ne for our object is o ne, and a dear o ne, too,
to every m other's heart. 0 when sh a ll we be perm itted to see
these heathen m others as a n x ious and en j oy as much co m fo r t in
br ing ing their ch ild ren to the Saviou r in such meeti ngs as is
their priv ilege to ? Perhaps you may live to see it, but I have no
reason to t hink I shal l. 1 have 'v·r itten to S isler B. the particu 
la rs co nce rn ing my health to which I must refer you. I must
begi n m y story, or I sh all 110t be ab le to fin ish it even o n t his
sheet.

When 1 a rr ived h ome, I found Mr. and ~Irs. Littlejohn occu
pying m y bed room. S he was sick, h aving been confined a few
d ays before I came. Tbe room east of the k itchen, Mr. East end
fami ly occupied-four ch il d re n , a ll small. ~Ir. Looney, with a
fam ily of s ix ch ildren a nd o ne you ng w a n b)' the name of S m itb,
were in the India n room . :My tw o boys. Perrin \\'Idtma n and
David , sle p t up-sta irs. Alex., the F rench m an, in the k itchen, and
Mar,,.. An n a nd H elen i n the trundle- bed in the room with M r.
Littlejohn. The d ining room alo ne re m ained (o r m e, husband
and m y two E ng lish girls ; all o i t hese were fed from our table
except Mr. Looney 's Iemtly, and ou r scan t)' fare cons isted .of
potatoes and corn meal, with a little milk occas ion a ll y, and
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ca kes from the burnt wheat. This W8S a g reat change for m e
f rom the well furnished t a bles of Weskopum and Willamette.

Thus it co n ti n ued for four weeks with the excep t io n of the
slay ing of a lean bog as o fte n as required. Bes ides those fed a t
o u r table, the re were three fam:Iies in ::\1r. G ray 's h ouse th at were
su pp lied with provisions b)' us; one a widow woman with three
ch ild ren, whose husband was drowned in cross ing the S n a ke
river, and another witb four , a nd a n aged co uple. T h ese consti
tute the foreign inhabitants o f W ai ilat pu.

In a bou t five weeks after D1}" return , 1\1r. L . a nd fa m ily re
m oved in to a room prepared for them o ver the cella r, Mr. Looney
to the Prince's ho use up the river, and Mr. East to ) Jr. Spalding's,
t aking with them o ne of t he d aug h ters of Mrs. Eyers, the wido w.
to live with Mrs. S . During all t h is peri od and for some t im e
af ter I was t o sick too make any effort at arrangi ng m y house , or
to h an the care o f m y family , and t he confusion and no ise d is .
t ressed m e exceedingly, for eve r)"ch il d a bou t the house, m y o w n
with t he rest , were as wild and unco n trolla ble as so m any wild
a nimals.

As soo n as :\lrs. L. recovered her health and got settled , she
o pe ned a school for t he ch ild ren o f the white in hab itan ts wh ich
numbers fifteen scholars. Now our ch ild re n are quite t ame a nd
m anageable and we feel that they are all enj oyi ng a grea t privilege,
H ow m an)' times 1 b ave thought of Heurv a nd Ellen and wished
the)' could enjoy the same, For a bou t a m onth past m y health
h as so much improved that I h ave h ad st re ng t h to set some part
o f m y house in o rde r b)' degrees and to rel iev e m )' husband in
h is care of the fa mi ty in a good m easure. H e neve r expect s
m e to be a nytb ing mort: than a n invalid , consequently my labours
will be ci rcu mscribed.

I hope )'ou r dea r h usband will favou r us with h is p resence at
ou r expected meeting, acco mpanied by Mr. Lee.

I n a ll th ings I desi re to be subm issive to the will of my Sav
iour, a lt hough a t times I have felt that it was trying to be t aken
a way in t he midst of m y days a nd without acco m plishing m ore '
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for Ch ris t. The Lord's time is the best for us if we can a l wevs
feel it to be so, which I desire to do.

Do pray for you r un wort hy sister,

x, WHI T :\I A!"o".

:\Irs. Elvira Perkins,
Waskopum.

W AU LATl' t -, Apr il 24, 1844.

Dear Sister Brrtoers- -I bea r that you are alone and 1 though t
I would write a l ittle to com for t , o r at lea st to assure ) "OU t h a t I
h a ve not forgotten you o r yours, althoug h I am unable to wri te
as much as I would like to. Yo ur letter, together with the accom 
paning o nes, came i n a good ti me wbeu the)' d id us much good ,
and I have wan ted very m uch to reply to tbem earlier , but h ave
fell too unwell m ost o f the t ime, o r bad so much care 1 could not
fi nd time when I was able, You h ave h ad the trouble of e n ter
t a ining o ur winter vis ito rs, and longer, too, I fea r, than yo u k new
how, I sy m pat hize with you and hope provisions h ave not been
as shor t with yo u as us, hut fea r they have been m ore so. We were
greatly in h opes th at we should h ave o ne of yo ur nu m ber to vi s it
with us this sp ri ng, but it seems Mr. and Mrs. P, and family h ave
g one below. I hear nothing from Sister Abernethy nor Bny of
them below ; I desire to ve ry much. 1 wish you could visit us
this sum mer- will you not tr)-? It would be so refreshing. Do
come-a ll of you. H ow I do des ire to enjoy a nother refreshing
season of divine worsh ip and social privileges, such as I used to
last su m mer. But I do not k now as I m ay ever in tbis world.

Our India ns have been ve ry m uch exc ited t h is sp ri ng, but a re
now q uiet. The influ x of emigration is ne t a goi ng to let us Jive
i n as much q uiet, as it reg ards the peop le , as we h ave done.

I must close. This is a miserable letter a nd not worth read 
ing; I h ave written in such h aste. But th is o ne th ing he assu red ,
1 s t ill love and think of yo u with increased interest , and if we
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m eet no m ore in this world, it gives me j oy to think we may meet
in Heaven and there, being washed white in the blood of the Lamb,
Prai se Him co n t inu ally.

Affectionately yours,
N. WHITMA N .

)lrs. L. L. Brewer,
\Vaskopum.

WAIII,ATPU, OREGO~ T ERRITORY,}
May 18th, 1844.

lIlrs. Lydia E . Porter, lily Dear Sister:-It is impossible for
me to describe the m any pleasing associations that en t wined
around m ,y heart as I perused the three tokens of a ffection ate re
membrance received b)" the hand of m y husband, from the
friends of m y early you th , the dearest friends of m y heart, and
friends of my Saviour, too. It would h ave been a n indescribable
favour to have p articipated with him in the v isit ; but this cou ld
not h ave been, shor t as it was. It is a great sat is fac t ion to m e
and was to him t o have seen your faces again in the fl esh. That
I sh all ever be permitted to v is it m y dear n ative Prattsburg again
is very uncertain. I do not desire to , so long as m y poor ineffi
cient services a re needed here, much as I should enjoy the visit. I
had rather try to induce m y friends to co me a nd see m e and seek
a home in Oregon . A wide door o f usefulness is open here to
the philanthropic and benevolent heart. Multi tudes a re flocking
t o th is laud and will co n t in ue to in st ill g reater numbers, a nd
for every pu rpose. And O\1r anxious desire is that the salt of the
ea r th should be found am ong them, a lso th at this en tire cou n t ry
m ay be seasoned wit h heavenly i nfluence f rom above. The powers
of d arkness h ave long h eld their undivided sway over this land ,
and we feel th at Satan will not qu ietly yield his dominion s to
another. H e is o n the aler t with all hi s h osts, and in as many
ways as he h as numbers em ployed to ga in the e n t t re victory to
k eep and drive from the field a ll who m olest or d isturb his quiet.
Many souls are here for whom Ch r ist died, and multitudes m ore
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unconcerned are hastening to this far-distant land to seek their for
tune of wordly goods, regardless of their treasure in heaven. But
thanks be to the hearer of prayer, m any already h ave found
Christ in Oregon, who h ave long rej ected hi m in a gospel land.
L ast sum mer wh i le husband was absen t , I h ad the unspeakable
happiness of attend ing two meeting s of days at different places
while o n a visit to the Willamette a wollg our Me thod is t friend s.
Al most every soul was affected with divine truth and many, we
trust, found peace in believing.

I left the stat ion soon a fte r husband's depa rture and spen t
the winter with ::\Iessrs. Lee, Perkins and Brewer's families, of the
Methodis t missi on. My h ealth was quite poor, in deed I was u n 
a ble to ride to a ny of the sta t io ns of our miss ion, and being in 
vited and desirous of visiting them, I ava iled m yself of the oppor
t un ity of a p assage down the r iver in the ex press boats. In April,
returned t o the sta t ion , and in June went to Va ncouver and t h e
Willamette o n a vi sit, as there was no female society a t the sta 
tion. I en j oyed m y vis it much ; h aving been so long from the
civil ized world , it seem ed good to get a mong Ch r ist ia ns o nce
m ore. I was in the Willamette when husband a rrived at this
place. He could not co me for m e as he h ad to vis it Brother S pald
ing's on a n exp ress, as S ister S . was then a t the point o f death
a nd had been dangerousty ill for som e time. But she h as been
m ercifully spared to us, and is n ow en joy ing co m fo r t a ble health.
From Mr. S. he returned to the sta t ion to m ake a rrangemen ts for
imparting provis ions to the emigrants, which took all the st ation
r aised the past yea r, leaving us to ob t a in our suppl ies from
Brother Spa ldi ng . Immediately he was o bliged t o g o a hundred
and six ty miles to Brother E ells to attend S ister E . in h er expect
ed co n fi nem e n t . Defore he returned I was m ak ing m y wa y up
the river under the protection of R ev. J a son Lee, superi n tende n t
of that m ission, who was co m in g up as far as their missi on a t
the Dalls. It was a t this place we m et after a sepa ra t ion of
little m ore than a yea r, rej oicing in the m ercy of God to us both
in spar i ng our l ives and permitting us to see eac h ot her again .
We ca m e home immed iately a nd re-organized our family which
had increased co nsidera bly. My health, which before h ad been
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very feeble. was m ost precarious for three months after my te
tur n. At ODe time I was b roug h t very near the gates o f death. I
am at present by no m eans perfectly well. but am m ore com fort
able tha.n I then feared I ever should be. 1 desire to spen d the

remnant o f m y day to the glory of G od, and t o be in const a n t
readiness for my departure, for I feel that it is not far distant.

Truly you and your dear husband have been d eeply a ffl ict ed
in the death of so many members o f your beloved famil ies. I
f eel t o sym pat h ize w ith you a nd you r truly bereaved and aged
fa ther. P lease present m y love and k ind est remembrances to him.
I cou ld n ot keep from weeping in h earing m y h us band 's in terest 
io g descr ipt ion of him . Surely. what h as h e to bind him to
earth whe n t h e m ost o f h is beloved family is in h eaven. I 100'e
to th in k of t hem t berees my o wn dea r f rie n ds , for I h ope soon to

be with them .

H us band has been writing: t o Fat her H otchkiss concern ing
th is -country , wh at I h ope your d ear h usband will see, and with

ot h er frie nds be p reva iled u pon to co m e to this co un t ry and
adopt it as yo u r o wn. Be assu red nothing ~..ou ld g ive us g rea ter

pleasure than to see so m e of o u r Pratts b urg friend s he re in O re

g OD.

I s incerely h ope you will write me of t en , for I a m a n x ious to
bear m ore part iculars concer ni n g Mrs. Leland's death an d her
s urvivi ng family. You know not h ow much I en j oyed the read 
ing o f the P astor's Wife which Mr. Malin kindly sent m e, I h ad

written her, as also :'tIrs, 0 , L. Porter, but h ave received n o a n

swers.
Please rem em ber me affect iona tely to each m em ber o f your

famil,... yo u r Brot h e r V. a nd P.'~ family , and all Christian fr ie n d s
who m ay in q u ire. Forget n ot t o wri t e concern in g yoor o wn dear

c h ild re n and your m aternal association, for I desi re much to
k now of its p rosper ity.. ; a lso o f t h e cause of Christ generally.

Yours s incere ly and affectio nately,
N ARelSSA W HITM A N.

Mrs. Lydia C. P orter,
P ra t tsbu rg,

S t eu ben Cou nty. N. Y.
Favour of \V. G il pin.
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WAIlLA'l"PU. O R EGON TERRITOR\ ,, }
May aot b 1844.

Afy Dear Clarissa: - r a m glad you h ave begu n t o write
me. I h ope it will not be the last one I sh all receive from you.
Vou cannot do m e so much good in a ny way, except by praying
for me, as in writing me all about yourseb..es SInd beloved ch ild ren.
I want to set h ow you look and how you live. I try to be faith
fu l o n m y par t , a lt h ough I have not so much tim e as yo u, a nd
m ao y m ore correspo nden ts. 1\1y h usband's v isit was very shor t ,

t oo much so to ga i n all tbe informatio n I ,":a5 in h opes b e wuuld
b ri ng me. Vet I a m g lad Ire b as seen yo u, a lt bough I h ave n ot
h ad the privilege. It would give me great en j oy m e n t to v is it you
once m ore, but I can not expect it ; I a m a m issionary, and there- .

fore ca n not seek after com for t m erely , b ut must be con ten t to
stay where I a m and d o the Lord's work . Believe m e, dear s ister,
I a m m ost perfectly so. I would n ot be otherwise s it uat ed so long
as the Lord wants me here.

You and sis ter H arrie t seem a nx io us to make me laugh. Per
h aps if you cou ld see me you would not desire t o. I feel but li ttle
disposi t ion t o, I can assure you , for I h ave m ore aro u nd m e a nd
with in , t o mak e me cry t han to m ake m e laugh. IIi the first
pl ace, my h ealth is poo r, and I feel as if 1 was not very fa r from

E tern ity. My family cares are numerous. I feel so m etimes as if
I h ad almost as many ch ild ren as m other, a lt h ough they arc not
m y own. Yet I h a ve the sa m e care of them as if I was their ow n

w other ; and the native ch ild ren are m ore diffi cult to man-age tha n
ou r o wn. Besid es these, I have a sluggish heart within that req uires
constan t watching. I desire to be cheerfu l , because that is a d u ty;
but I find it hard work always to be so, especially when husband
was gone. But the Lord suppor ted m e, else I could not h ave been

a t all.

F or two weeks past Mrs. McKinla:y h a s been here. S he came to
st ay dllrillrg her co n finement, as there are no females at the Fort.
She boerde with S ister Littlejohn , who lives in the east wing of
ou r h ouse over the cellar. T'h ie m orn we were called a bou t f011r
o'clock and in a shor t time she was delivered of a fine SOD . This
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is her second ch ild born in this house. S he h ad a daughter born
two years ago DOW that died last fall with the croup.

Dear C., do you think we shall ever see you in Oregon ? Hus
band has been writing t o father and others, to h old out induce
ments for our friends to co m e into this co un t ry .

The Indians are roused a good deal at
grants, but they are foolish enough to wi sh

, ,
seemg so many em r-
to sell thei r lands.

Husband tells m e that you and motber are in the same house
ogether and that Harriet is close by. I think you must be h appy
n so m an y of you being so near together and having father and

m otber with you.

I wish they would come and live with me. True, they are
considerably advanced, and you think too old to cross the Rocky
m ountains. \Ve wintered a n old couple last winter that had fol
lowed their ch ild ren to this cou n t ry, for the sak e of benefiting
them in the things of this world. They were considerab le o lder
than fatber and m otber. They came in wagons a ll the way, and
was sick, particularly the woman, m ost all the way. But the past
winter sh e h a s fleshed and regained her health, better than it
h ad been for years, notwithstanding our liv ing was very plain
good beef, potatoes and corn m ea l- no milk nor butter through
the winter . We find it very good to dispense with horse beef and
have plenty of co w beef in its place.

I do not know as J should be m ore su rp r ised to see them than
to see many that I have seen. True, it would be very fatiguing
and distressing t o both mind and body, for them both. I can not
say that I desire they sh ou ld endure so much fatigue and suffer
ing in their old age as they would necessarily to co me and see
m e, unless there was a m ore e n no bling object; but for a young
co uple just beginning in life, perhaps there is no t a place where
they would do better. Please tell Harriet that I shall not be able
t o answer her letter a t this mail, as I have m y Rushville friends
to answer yet. Soon we hope to have a monthly mail to pass
back and forth from here to the States, then I h ope t o receive
letters of te n.
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Remember m e affectionately to your husband and all the
friends there.

Ever your a ffect io nate s iste r,

No WHIT"M AK.
Mrs. Clarissa P. Ki nny,

Cu ba, Alleghen y Co. ,
New York.

Favour of W. G ilp in .

,
'( )

•

' V AIII.,ATPU, Aug. g t b , I&t4.

JJly Dear Mrs. B rewer:- T ilauk ik t is about st a rt ing for the
Willame t te. and I take the opport un ity of replying to yours o f
June roth, which was thankfully received. We know well h ow to
sy m pa th ize with yo u in having such boys as E l i and Thomas
about you, and for the trouble of those families in p assing. We
a re all of us, I suppose, o n t he eve of a not her such scene as last
fall-the passing of em ig-ra n ts-and as it fall s the h eavi er upon
my friends a t the Dall s, I h ope they have laid in a good stock of
st reng t h , patience a nd every needed grace for the s iege. We have
had n o news from that quarter as ye t, but can no t think it will
be long before we sha ll hear,

We b ear Mr. a nd Mrs. Gary are visiting you. Last week we
se n t an invitation to Mr. G. in a letter to Mr. Perkins, to h ave
him vis it us ac companied by Brother P. a nd any ot h er m ember
of your miss ion who co uld co n ven ien tly come, and we have been
looking for and a nxiously desire to see them. Perhaps our letter
m ay not h ave bee n received. By the by, we never h eard in a ll of
our correspondence from the lower coun t ry, that t h ere was a Mrs.
Gary until o ur letters and papers from the Islands arrived. If
sh e is still with you. please do me the favour to present her ou r
Ch ris t ian salu tat ions and a hearty welcome to O regon, our
adopted h ome.

We should be h appy to h ave her visit us at the present time,
if conven ie n t. I can imagine myself with you, particularly in
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your enjoym ents, both social and sp ieitual, a ud if it would he
right, cou ld e n vy you. Is Brother a nd Sister ' Vallee t here ? We
h ave hea rd tha t the)' were com t u g to t he Dalls , but not t h at they
were com e. Do wr it e us when you ca n . It does us good to
k no w t hat ) "OU all are enjoying such p r tv ifeges, if we must be
depr ived of them. 1 think m y husband would have made you a
vi sit if he cou ld h ave k nown that it was not con ven ie nt for a n y
of you r num ber to com e to W aiilatp u.

I wrote S iste r Perkins l as t week . The Ind ian leaves this
m o rning, and as I wri te in haste. :,..ou will p lease e xcuse the b re v
it}, of th is note. I sh ou ld I ike to hear the result oft he late ca m p
meeting.

LO\'c to ~.-oll a ll, in which t he doctor un ites.

Sincerely and a ffect iona tely you rs,

N A RCI SSA WUIT)I A N".

WAIII.,ATPU, Feb. aotb, 1845.

Afy Dear Mrs. Brewer:-I d o not recollec t t h at I a m indebted
• to you, bu t having a favourable oppor t u n ity of send ing, and feel
ing desiro us o f a social c ha t wi th you, I h ave sea ted myself to
wri t e, a lthough my baby is whi n i ng and the ch ild re n a re busy
about m e like so m an)" bees.

I a m anticipat ing very much enj oymen t from your con tem 
pla ted v is it t o us th is season. I h ope ) 'OU will not d isappoint us.
P lease let m e kuow a bout the ti me when yo u will pro bab ly co me.

I b ave h ad a ve ry h appy winter in la bouring for Ill)" Iami ty
o f o rph a n s, and o t her reasons. The Lord so m ercifully p rovided
m e wi th a fello .... la bourer that I feel I never ca n be su ffici e n t ly
t h a nkful. I thi n k I m entioned whe n I wro te l ast that we h ad
an excellen t school, and t ha t o u r c h ild re n were im prov ing rapid
ly ; and perhaps I spoke, too, of the convers io n of the teach er to
G od. A k ind Providence brought h iw to ou r door, and he had
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n ot been here many days before, like the prodigal in a far cou n 
try, he came to himself. and remembering the many prayers and
admonitions of parental love. bili former convictions ead striv
ings of the Spirit, together with the long suffer ing patience and
loving kindness of his Heavenly Father. he resolved to return,
and in deep contrition, consecrated himself to his divine Master.
Now he con tem p la tes studying for the ministry, and with this
view remains with us for a season and will teach school, or , at
least, give o ne lesson a day through the summer, and next winter
keep a regular one.

Since his con version , Mr. Hinman bas 'laboured indefatigably
in Sabbath-school and otherwise for the benefit of the youths
and children that have been witb us the winter past, and much
good seed bas been sown which we doubt not will he felt here

after.

I write in so much con f us io n that I shall be ob liged to s top
before I have said what I wish to.

Husband is so much engaged in fitting ou t and settling with
the immigrants that he wishes me to apologize to your husband
for him. He would write, if possible. He sen ds som e corn as
Mr. B. requested. He bas none that has been particularly saved
for seed; but will, next fall, if desired, save a nd send some New
York corn , which we find to be very su it ab le for the cou n t ry.
Some beets a n d aco rn squash seeds are in the bag with the corn .
The ot bers you requested, we h ave n one.

Please g ive m y love to Brother an d Sister W alter, to you r
husband and self and all the dear ch ild re n , and believe m e, in
haste,

Yours affectionately ,

N . W .
Mrs L. L. Brewer,

Wascopum.
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WAllI.ATPU, ::\lay rctb, 1845.

lIfyDea r lIfrs.Brnver:-1tot }· husband a nd ou r dear Brother H in
m an are abo u t t o visit you, and I wish very much I could en joy it
with them. I h ave been looking for a v isit from you and Brot her

Brewer, and regret very much that you h ave not been here a t the
time you ment ioned, for both Mr. W alker's an d Mr. Eells' fami 
ties h ave been here. Why did y ou not come? I am afraid now

you will not let m e see yo u this s u m mer ; d o come if yo u can when
the d octor returns. H ow I shou ld like to co n verse with you abou t
yo ur an d ou r tr ials , h opes, fea rs and p rospects in the missiona ry

work. I canno t w ri t e much n ow, b u t h ope yo u will en j oy t he
co mpany of t h ose who g o from h ere and be o f m u t ual benefit t o
each other. We were perm itted wbi le the mission was here t o

receive Brother Hinman in to ou r c h u rc h . It was a n interest i ng
time n ot soon to be forgotten. Please give m y love to Brother
and S ister W alle r, you r dear h us ba nd , and kiss the dear children

for me. Have you heard from Brother Perkins l ately ? and also,
Mr. ]. Lee, is he co m in g back ?

Yours in love,

r-;ARCISS.... WIII TMA::".
Mrs. L . L . Brewer,

W ascopum.
F avour of M r. Hinm an .

W AII LATPU, August 9th , 1845.

Aly D ear S isler.- Your sympathizing letter ca me i n j ust the
t i m e t o d o me much good. I t h a n k you (or i t, and for th e info r

m ation it con ta ined co n cern in g Francisco. a nd the feeli n g s o f
t h e party w it b whom he t raveled. a bou t the o rp h a n ch il c.1 re n

with us. 1 read your letter t o J ohn; he seemed quite hurt abou t
Mr. P.'s charge. a n d said that h e (Mr. Pol asked h im severa l t i mes
if h e d id Do t wish to go to the Willa m ette. I saw n othing to
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make me th in k t h at J oh n wished to have his brother go; but , o n
the co n t ra ry , he a nd a ll the s isters tried to keep him and a p
peared to feel ve ry bad a bou t h is going, If it were o t herwise,
his actions deceive me very much.

You are righ t in say ing th at I " fee l in d ifferen t to what is
sa id about me, so far as I a m concerned individually ." I e ndeav
our in all thin gs to act to wa rds the ch ild ren as if they were m y
o wn. M y s incere, ardent a nd ab id ing wish is to train them up
for God and etern ity, and not for thei r transient existence i n
t h is life. I try to study m .r duty towards them ill eve ry respect ,
both careful ly and prayerfully. We felt it. o u r duty to h ave them
bapti zed, as many as were willing to be, a nd acco rd ingly we did
so, the girls o n ly co nsen t ing . I felt it a great privilege to do so
st ill, and a m greatly st reng t hened in sp ir it to la bour for them.

I do not think them di fficult ch il d ren to m anage, neither do
I h ave occasiun often to use the rod. The little o ne, as all other
little ch ild ren do, m anifested a stubborn disposition at first,
wh ich required subdu ing; s i nce s~e b as appeared well-obeys
promptly whe n spoken to. I h ave no reason to reg ret the co urse
I h ave pursued with h er, when I co nsider the effects upo n her dis
position, naturally very obst inate, as well as all the others. Doubt
less t h is is what h as occas io ned the remarks, fo r it t ook place
abou t the t ime Franc isco we n t away. Louise, the nex t o lder, 1
h ave not been able to subd ue so completely; but she is m uch
better than whe n she fi rst came . T hey were sa id to be very bad
ch ild ren when they were left ; but there was a reason fo r that.
Left without res t ra in t in such a j ourney , it co uld not be ex pected
otherwise. Putting them a ll in school immediate ly under such
a good and fa ithful d iscipli na ria n as ::\lr. Hinman, I was en t irely
rel ieved of the d ifficult and h ard t ask of breaking them in to
h a bits of o bed ie nce and order. I feel that I never can be too
thankful for the m ercies o f the Lord in placing such a good
yo ung m an in o ur Iamity to do this work for us when m y health
was so inadequate to the work , a nd the doctor so en t irely t aken
up with other duties wi th emigrants and Ind ians. He has also,
accomplished the t ed ious task of st ar t ing thew all in a, b. c, and
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ba, be, etc. They are so well advanced and have been trained to
such good h ab it s of study, t h at my labour is com pa rat ive ly easy,
and I a m now t aking new delight eve ry d ay in teaching. All
except Louise read and spell well. She is in words of three letters.
So me, or all of the o lder ones, are showi ng co ns idera ble mind and
rather ser iously i ncl ined . Our Sabba t h -sch ool is al ways an inter
est i ng season with us-increasingly SO~ I a m desirous to see them
Christians. What I do I feel that I o ug h t t o do immedlately ;
Bud will you pray for me, my dear s is ter, th at ou r instructions
m ay n ot be lost upon them ? I could write much m ore upon this
s u bj ect , but h ave not time. I wi sh I cou ld see you, then we cou ld

open our h earts freely to each other. Do co m e if you ca n and
see us.

I do feel, as I have every reason to believe you do, that the
receipt o f ou r Mother's Maga zine is an unspeakable favour. S itu
ated as we are, away from other help, what a blessing to possess
such a p leasing aucdl iary in our labours as m others. I hope and
pray that it s introduction into this country will be the means of
much good. Husband sen t the one that came to Mrs. Perkins to
Mrs. Willson. Perhaps Mrs. Waller would have preferred to h a ve
h ad it con t in ued to her in the room of Mrs. Perkins. I do o at
know as Mrs. Willsoo wishes to become responsible for it; if not,
and Mrs. W. would, it ca n be sent to her. Other n um bers can be
ordered if desired .

I received from the ed itor receipts for each su bscri ber. Yours
I will enclose and forwa rd a t this time. If husband h ad opened
m y pack age, he would h ave been a ble to h ave distributed them
to a ll. You will see that it is given for a little m ore than the
doctor set tled for, the bound volume be ing twenty -five cen ts m ore
th an the unbou nd o nes. Mrs. McKinlay h as all the back bound
volumes sen t to her order.

But I must close. If J'Ou ca n read this poorly written lette r,
I shall be glad. It would be n o m ore than justice to your good
sense t o copy it, but in abili t y from poor health a nd numerous
cares, pleads t o be excused . Please g ive m y love to Brother and
Sister Waller and your husband in which husband unites. Please
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accept o f our united thaak. for your kindness to him in passing .
H e e njoyed his visit with you and in the Willamette very much.

Affect io na tely yours,

NARC ISSA W HI TMAN .

P . S.-John sends an in vitation to his brother, and a h orse to

h ave him co me b ack. I h ope it will h ave the effec t t o prevail on
him to do so. I feel m uch for him an d wish h im to return, as all
of us d o, a nd pray the Lord to restore the wanderer to our ar ms
aga in.

•

WAIILATPV, N ov. axt h . 1845.
IIf) ' D ear ~lfrs. Rrewer:-I seize a m oment this m orning to

wr ite you , a lthough it i s i n the midst of bustle and Ind ia n excite
m en t. Mr. R ineerson will h an d you this. H e h as been engaged

b y us in teachi n g an I n d ia n sc hool. He is a very ag reeab le an d
g ood y ou n g m a n in ever)' respec t , except he lack s the one t hing

need fu l. He w ill be our living epist le to ) 'OU concer n ing the s ta te
of th ings with us. It may be t h at we sh all be o blig ed to leave
here iu the spring. T he state o f thing s looks n ow very m uch as
t hough we sh o uld he requ ired to .

We h ave long been a nxio us to h ear fro m you. F rom Indian

rep or t s, we fear t h at you have been t h rough a seaso n of trial and
distress th e season p ast befo re unk n own. If so, I h op e the st rengt h
a nd g race o f God has been your s up port a nd consolat io n t hrough

a ll your afflict ions.

I fee l g reatly worn out , both physically and m entall y , so that

I scarcely feci strength e nough of min d left t o d ictate any thing
t h a t will be worth reeding . But I felt th a t I could not let th is

op portu n ity pass without just saying to you that we oft en think
an d speak of you both, and Brother and S ister W aller, too; love
a nd sy m pat h ize with you as fellow sharers in the sam e labour ,

tri al s, fa ith and patience, in the work of ou r D ivine M aster.
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F or the poor Indians' sak e and the relief o f future travelers
to this coun t ry , I co u ld wi sh to sta y h ere longer if we could d o it
in peace. We fear, som etim es, as if o u r quietness was past (or
this cou n t ry , at least for a season, It m ay be that you a re suffer
ing under the same co m mot ions t h at affect us , and perhaps m ore
so. If so, yo u will understand m e. Mr. R inearson has a full view
of the subjects agitated, t akes a deep in terest in ou r s it uat ion and
prospects, as well as the in terest of the India ns and cou n t ry.

I received yo ur letter by Mr. S pald ing and was much refreshed
by it, and I be lieve I have not written ) ' OU s ince.

Please g ive m y 10\..e to Brother and Sister Waller, and accept
for yoursel f and husband our assurances o f con t i n ued esteem
and affec t io n.

Your s ist er in Ch rist,

N. \VHI'tlloIAN .
M rs. L. L. Brewer,

\Vascopum.
F avour o f 1\Ir. R inea rson.

WAIILATPU, Ap r it ad, 1846.

frEy Dear Edward:- You ca n imagine bet ter t han I ca n d e
sc r ibe b ow g lad I was to receive your token of remem brance, to
get her with the letters from yo urself and J ane l ast Sep tem ber, es
two of the e mig rants ca lled o n us to deliver them. Your lette rs ,
Ed ward, were just the thi ng for m e. I lik e suc h kind of letters
as show m e the sp iri t and m ake of the writer. I ca n not see h ow
it should be S(\ d ifficult fo r you o r the g ir ls to write m e, and
should think ) ' OU might write me five o r s ix t im es a year instead
of o nce in two o r m o re years. I really bef ieve if you w ere s ituated
as I a m you never would write a t all. Think of me now while I
a m at tem pt i n g to write-half a d ozen ch ild re n m a k ing a noise
around m e, a nd to put o n the climax, the docto r m ust come in,
and tak ing a paper s it d o wn and read a lo ud or talk to Mr. R ogers,
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who is s itt ing in the room ; then in comes a n Indian woman o r
two t o sell some dry berries , and I must stop to attend to them,
until I a m quite lost and scarcely know what I am thinking
about, espec ially when I have nearly twenty letters t o write, and

but little time to acco m pl ish it in ; but enoug h of this.

I h ave just asked the doctor wh at I shou ld say to you about
you r coming t o Oregon. H e says there is n o want of inducement
for you to come, and he intends to write you so me of them at.
least ; but the o n ly quali fication you need, he says, is a wzfe, and

then you must bring J ane . I d o not know what you will say t o
that. If there were any here t o be had', I shou ld prefer t o have
you come wi thout ; but as there is n one, and to mak e the t ri p

twice to get one would be dubious ; for this reason, if you cou ld
find a good o ne, by all means get her and come o n, and bring

J ane with you. You ca n not tell how an x io us I am t o see you. I
have been looking for you m ore or le ss for several years p ast.
You know n ot h ow disappointed I was that the d octor did not
bring J ane with him . H e wants to h ave h er h ere as m uch as I

d o ; but the reason he did not bring her was-(you will laugb
when I tell your-the Indians would say that h e h ad go t tired of
me and t aken another wife, as they d o, or was wishing to have

two wives. Don ' t be frightened at this, Jane, and s tay away, but
by all means com e, both of you. W e h ave work e noug h fo r a ll
of yo u to d o, and want your h elp ve ry much. It is a pleasant,

health)' cou nt ry to live i n . When o nce here yo u will not wish
to g o away agai n . It is a bad j o b to get h ere, but make the best
o f tha t you ca n a nd come. I d o wish Mr. Pope and his Indy
would come. Good men are needed here and he would d o well
for h imsel f. J ane might have come with husband if he had

known in season of som e good family for her to come i u , bu t it
will be pleasanter for her t o co me with h er b rother.

The j ourney is a trying o ne to th e faith and h opes o f Ch ris

tians. S ho u ld you come I hope you will look well to the exerc ises
of you r o wn heart and never neglect to watch and pray . H old

. s weet com m u n io n with God eve ry d ay. Make it a point not to

neglect this duty and you will be assisted to make the j ourney
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without having to exper ience the bitter reflection after your
arrival of diehonoueing God and your profession by the way.

Dear brother, this is the m ost important subject t o be looked
at in making a j ourney to this country. "See that .ye fall n ot
ou t by the way," was J oseph's advice to his brethren. And it
would be well if it were written o n every Christian's wagon, or to
say the least . his heart, to be ca lled to mind every day or every
h our of the day as need be. You will be tried in every point and
in many ways you never were before. You may be persecuted
and reviled, "but if you suffer for Ch rist's sa ke, h appy are ye;"
but if for your own faults, then it will be trying. Much of this
will be avoided if you have a select few who are devoted Cb ris
tians, united in a ll points for each other:'>, interest, especially in
keeping the Sabbath a.nd social worship, etc. If you co me together
and keep together all the way, it m ay be made very ag reea ble.
This, perhaps, m ay be difficult to find a p arty su ffi cien tly large
to be safe. There are several gentlemen going back this spring
that left their families last year a.nd intend returning next yea r,
I believe. I hope you will h ave an opport un it y of see ing some of
them, from whom you may learn m ore about the j ourney than I
ca n write. I am not con cerned but that you will get h ere well
enough if you st ar t with a ny suitable arrangement; but I a m
m ore a n x ious lest you should not at a ll times bring honour upon
Christ, o ur dear R edeemer, who died to save us. The exc itemen t
is great and o bj ect s of faith are too a p t to be lost s ig h t of in
o bjects of sense , and our duty of prayer and watchfulness neglect
ed. When you h ave ex peri enced what I have, and h eard and seen
what I have in others , you will believe me if you d o not feel the
importance n ow.

Hoping the Lord will bring you safely here and that we sh all
be permitted to see each other's faces in the flesh and enjoy His
unspeak able favours t ogether in glorifying Him while we live.

So prays you r d evoted s ister ,
NARCISSA.

P. S.-There were many very useful articles in the box you seDi

me fer all of which I thank you. I was in hopes of findi1!lg one little
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a rticle m ore that is Deeded more than m ost any other because it
can not be obtained here; namely, a pi -Ia-ain , as the Indians call
it (louse trap). You will understand me, I sup pose-the finest

fine combs can not be ob t a ined here, for that reason I wail in hopes
o f finding o ne in the box. I know you would h ave se n t me some
if you bad k OWD m y need. At a ny rate, I was very proud to get
what I did from you, because it came f rom you, dear br~ther.

•
WAIILATPl1, April 2, 1&$6.

My Dear J ane:- T he seaso n for sen d ing letters h as nearly ar
rived , and I begin t o feel as if I must be about writing to so m e
of m y f ri ends or they will co mp la i n of m y negligence or forget
fulness. I believe I h ave written very few letter! s ince the doc
tor returned. My h ealth h as been so poor, and m y family has
increased so r apidly, that it h as been impossible. You will be
asto n isbed to k now tha t we h ave ele ven ch ildren in ou r fa m ily,
and not on e of them our own by birth, but so it is. Seven or
pha ns were brought to our door in Oct ., 1844, whose p arents bot h
d ied o n the way to this co un t ry. Destitute and fr iend less, there
was no other al t ernat ive-c-v...·e must take them i n o r they m ust
perish . The youngest was a n infant five m onth s old- born on
the way-nea rl y fam ished a nd but just a live; the eldest ' v·as 13'
two boys and five g ir ls; the boys were the oldest. T h e eldest
daughter was lying with a broken leg by the s ide of h er p arents
as they were dy ing, o ne after the other. They were a n afD icted
and dist ressed family in the j ourney, and when the ch ild re n Ar
rived h ere they were in a misera ble co nd it io n. You can better
imag ine than I ca n describe m y feelings u nder those circ um
stances. Weak and fe eble as I was, i n an Indian co un t ry without
the possibili ty of ob ta i n ing help, to h ave so many helpless c h il 
dren cast upon ou r arms a t once, tolled a burden upon m e insup
portable. Not hing co uld recoa cile me to it but the thought that
it was the Lord that broug h t them h ere, and H e would give me
grace ann s t rengt h so to discharge m y duty to them es to be ac-



OREGON P IONEER ASSOC IATION

ceptable in His s ig h t . The Lord a t the same time sen t us a very
good young man, originalt y from New York, whom we employed
to teach an English school. He was of great assistance 10 me in
bring ing the children into good h abits and advancing them in
reading, as well as in the government of them. He was not p ious
when he en tered the famil y, but the in fluence of being o nce
m ore in a Christian family, called to his mind the feeling and
m any prayers and tears o f a pious mother and deceased father for
him, and ove rwhel med h im. He went to a retired spot just below
the house on the river side and wept bitterly and poured out h is sou l
to God in prayer and co nsecra ted himself to His service. He imme
diately engaged in rel iz ious duty and was my associate in instruct 
ing and labouring with the ch ild ren in Sa bbat h school and other
Wise. Severa l families wintered here, wh ich m ade the school quite
la rge. At the a n n ua l m eeting of ou r miss ion he united with the
miss ion ch urch . H e is now in the Willamette teaching in the
Oregon Institute. This was the winter of 1844 and 1845.

I received no letters from you or Edward that fall and though t

it surp r is ing th at in all that g reat co m pany you co u ld n ot have
sent us a single letter. I think I wrote you in the sp r ing by Over
ton 's party ; h ope you have got it by this t ime. It seems t o m e
the immigration migh t bring m e letters from m y friends eve ry
yea r. I h ave not bad a letter from m othe-r in a great while, and
I m ost envy you you r privilege and wonder why you did not se nd
it t o me, so that I might have the reading a lso ; the last from fa
ther was when docto r returned. I h ave just been writing to Ed 
ward h ow much we wish to see you both h ere and hope you will
three of you co me ; there is work enoug h for you to do. We co uld
g ive you a school a ll the time-an English school-our ch ild ren
and the children of the other families o f the miss ion and perhaps
some others ; also, an Indian school so me p art of the time.

Dearest Jane, you know not what special t okens of ou r dear
R edeemer's love and m ercy we h ave been receiving the last three
m onths. Last Sat u rday, h owever, was a day of all days never to
be fo rgot ten by m e, whi le 1 l ive. And ca n you think what it was,
beloved s ister? It was this: The triumphant death of a dear
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b rother ill Ch r ist . I wish I co u ld enter iota particulars aud lay
out the whole scene before you so that you could see and feel it as
I do and those who were wi tnesses o f his glorious departure. The
individual was J oseph L. F in le y from Illinois, who cam e ove r
with tbelastimm igration for his health; his dl seese was co nsu m p
tion, and deep-seated when h e lef t the S ta tes. H e was adv ised to
s top here for the winter because it would be so unfa vou ra ble for
i nval id s in the lower co un t ry in the winter, You will wonder h ow
I cou ld have the care of him in m y feeble sta te of h ealth and
large family . H e k ept abou t until a bout the m iddle of j an ua ry
a nd duri ng that ti me boarded with a co usin that stopped for the

•
winter; when h e became confined to his room , I opened m y bed-
room to him, as t here was no ot her o n the p rem ises su itable for
a s ic k man, and a cous in, a yo.g woman, ca me and tuok care of
h im until the families left for the Willamette, t he first of Ma rch.
Mr. R ogers, ou r sc hool teacher, h ad the principal ca re o f him, as
a lso d uri ng the j ourney. H e was without a wel t-grounded hope
when h e came h ere, and the Lord was pleased to bless ou r efforts
for his sa lvat io n . lIe af te rwa rds desired to un ite with ou r ch urch ,
and accordingly did F eb. act h, in co mpany wi th Mr. R ogers, who
h ad form erly been a member of the Seceders. Being in m y fam 
il y , I was very m uch with him and read and p rayed with him a l 
m os t da ily.. t owards the close o f his li fe. H e g re w in g race s tead 
i lvand felt that he was over- p r iv ileged to d ie in such a qu iet
place, wbere he co uld h ave the societ y of th ose who cared for h is
sou l. Dear s is ter- be was a st ra n g-er, m oney less and friendless, i n
o ne sense-no rel at ive who felt the responsib ility of car i ng for
him. H e was just such a o ne as tbe Saviou r says, .. Inasmuch as
ye h ave dune it u n to the least of these, my bret h re n , ye h ave done
it unto m e."

1\1r. F in ley was nearly 32 yea rs o f age- was never m arried .

We felt , tb at is Brot her R ogers and m ysel f, t ha t we were
abundantly rewarded for aU the care and labour we h ad besto wed
upon h i m. It was such a glorious s ig h t , especially to Brothe r
S pald ing and Brother R ogers, who h ad never seen the like
before. Husband and m yself saw mucb the same in Strs. Sat -
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t erlee, at L iberty, when we were com ing t o th is cou n t ry. Let us

prai se the Lord , d ear si ster, a n d live so that ou r d eath m a y be
a s t r iu m ph ant ly g lo r ious.

Affectionately y ou r s ister,

N.~RCI SSA WlIIT .l\IA X .
Mr. Edward W. P ren t iss,

Qu ine)",

Ill ino is.

W AlI LATI'U, M a y rgtb , 1846.

Edtuard and J ane Pre ntiss. ~fy Dear B rother and Sister:-It
gave us much pleasure to receive your lette r by the l ast em igra
tio n, bu t it would h a ve g iven us m ore to h ave seen you both h ere.
H I cou ld have kno wn m ore when I was home I would h ave t ried

to h ave h ad )'on both come 0 U t with m e. It is n ow, h owever,
st ill f avou rable for you to co me. Narcissa wants J ane to com e
and I wa nt Edward, but it is not fo r us that you shou ld come but
for y ou rselves an d the Lord. E d wa rd would d o well t o h a ve a

wife an d then come, and Jane will be agreeable w ith or without a
hus ban d , as su its h er best ; bu t if she comes wi thout one, I shall
t ry to con v in ce h e r o f h er duty to marry. This cou n t ry need s
t hose who are able and w ill ing t o found an d su p por t society, re

li g ion, an d sc hools. T here are the best i nd ucem ents il l you ng
men to come a nd locate a mile square of first- rate land in a

better cl imate than i n a n y of the States, with the broad Paci fic
ocean t o open i n prospect befo re them. A g ood title will be
secured to all who locate and reside o n o r occu py lan d o r m il e

sqnares, according to the Orego n l aws.

Vou must see h ow fine it is for a settler not o n ly not to h ave
to feed his s tock as a genera l t h i ng, but when h e first co mes, hi s

poor stock ca n winter the first winter without the need of provid
ing for them. W e want a sc h ool t eacher every w in ter , an d shalf

li k e t o employ you th e fi rst winter, a t least, u nt il y ou can look
around . W e h ad a g ood, pious t eacher l ast win ter a nd m ay h ave
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him the next. He adds instruction in musick. 1 bef ieve he w rote
Jane o n the sp u r o f Mrs. Whitm an's promising to write his m other
in case he would write o ne o f her friends. He is s t udy ing for the
ministry with one of the ministers of ou r mission, Rev. E l k anah
Walker.

It ca n not be much for you to come the rest of the WBy now

you a rc so near, and m ore s i nce you have become weaned from
favorite spots of your youth. If Father and Mother Prentiss
should consen t to co me with you, I think they would be rejoi ced
in their old age. A light wagon with a n ox team is the best for
families, as all must keep com pa n y o n tbero ad. Let prodsions

so far as ca n be, be the a n i)' loadi ng . Necessities for the j ou rney
a re a ll you want, unless ) ' O U h ave spec ial rea so ns for br ingi ng
som et h ing in part icular. The intimations in yo ur letter that you

m ight co me if we wo uld writ e yo u, g ive us hope to look for you
the next year. In the m eanr ime. get Brother Jackson and Kenny,

et c., t o co me with you, as a lso Galusha and Fa ther and "fother
Pren t iss.

It is a hurried letter I have to gh'~ you , hu t I hope it will be

t aken as a token of ou r love to yO U both, ...... itb desi re to see you.

With ou r united 10Ye to you botb,

I am your a ffect ion ate b rother,

)fAR CUS WmTMA:".

j a ne, you need not fe ar what m y husband says . 1 a m not
a n x io us you shou ld without } ' OU find a g ood husband and desire
to. But com e and see us a t Bny rate. )Ir. R ogers has written
) 'OU and given )'o u mucb interesti ng information a bou t the j ou r

uey , e tc. Don't take it a miss that he b as written you- he h as
o n ly helped me to tell a part o f my sto ry. 1 sho uld h ave written
t o his m other if I cou ld, b ut 1 h ave h ad to write such a long

letter t o ~Ir. F in ley's fatber-the yo u ng m a n th at d ied b ere
th at I co u ld not get the ti me. I wish you cou ld see it. H e lives
in the sa me town that Mr. Roger's paren t s d o, so if Edward eve r
travels there he ca n inquire for it i f you please, and they are

wilJing to show it, E. a nd J ane, where a re ) ' OU now ? H ave y ou
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gone back t o see m other again ? I wish I could see h er, too; but
you wi ll n ot thank me for writing so. I am in a hurry and ca n .
n ot do o therwise; so this o r none. G oodbye ; co m e and see us as
soon as you ca n. Love to all inquiring fr iends.

Your s ister ,

NARClSSA.
M r. Edward W. Prentiss,

Quinc)',
Illinois.

Ca re of Mr. Pope.

W AIlLATPU; July 17th, rS46.

lily Dear AIrs. Brewer:-A long silence has prevailed of late
betwee n us as to letter writing, and it is perhaps my fault as much
as any one. I fi nd it increasingly diffi cult for me to co m m and a
su ffi cien t relief from the ca res of so numerous a family o f ch il
dren t o write as many letters as I desire to, Another reason-i-t
h ave been looking for a visit from you a ll sum m er long, and do
n ot yet feel wiUing to give it up. We h ave h eard you started
o nce and ca me part way and was obliged to return o n accoun t o f
s ic k ness. I regret this very much, for had you come at t hat t ime
you would h ave met Mr. and Mrs. Eells here, who would h ave
r ej o iced ve ry much to see you. Will you not mak e a nother effor t
when Mr. S. returns and acco m pany him. I should be so delighted
t o see you and yours o nce m ore, a nd also to become acqua in ted
with Mr. a nd Mrs. Gary of whom I h ave h eard much. This is a
dry a nd th irs t y land for Ch ri st ia n co m m un io n and fellowsh ip. I
do long for the society of som e Ch rist ian s is ters.

We h ave had a quiet time for a few weeks past , a nd a precious
seaso n of rest it h as been to us. we see m to be renewing st ren g t h
for the season of burthen and trial that generally falls upon us
the other port ions of the year. I h ave been trying to read a little,
for I find m y mind suffers without m ore food than I am a ble to
g ive it a t som e season s, especially when we are thronged with
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co m pan y, and many and complicated duties are pressing 'upon
ou r hands.

Bu t season s of rest and quiet are of but shor t duration both
for you as well as us. The Indians tell us that more Americans
a re co m ing, so that we sh all soon be t h ro nged again. \Ve are
looking with some interest for an associate to be among them,
a nd h ope we sha ll not be disappointed.

The Indians are very quiet now and never m ore friendly.
There has been som e deaths among them of the m ost important
Indians, the past winter and spring, a nd we are not without hope

•
that some of them h ave gone to be with the Saviour. So far as
the Indians are concerned our prospects o f perm anently remain 
ing among them were never m ore favourable then the present. I
feel distressed som et im es to think I e m making so little personal
effo rt for their benefit, when so much oug h t to be done, but per
h aps I could not do m ore than I am through the family. It is
a great pleasure to them to see so m any ch il d ren growing up in
their midst. Perrin , the eldest , is able t o read Nez Perces to them
and when husband is gone, t akes his place and b olds.. meetings
with them. This dclig h ts them very much. I h ave much to write
you, bu t I am still waiting, hoping to see you. But I will g ive
you a specim e n of my elig ible situa t io n for writing. I h ave s ix
girls sewing arou nd m e, or rather five-for one is reading, a nd the
sam e time my baby is ask ing to go and bathe-s-she is t wo years
the last of May, a nd h er uneasiness and t al k does not help m e to
m any very profitable ideas. Now anot h er co m es with her work
for m e to fix. So it is from m orning un til even ing : I must be
with them o r else they will be doi ng som eth ing they should not,
or else not spendi ng t heir time profitably. I co uld get alo ng
som e eas ier if I co u ld bring m y mind to have them spe nd the ir
time i n pla y, but this I ca n not . Kowall the girls have gone to
bathe a nd this will g ive me time for a few m oments to close m y
letter in peace; they arc very good girls a nd soo n will be m ore help
to m e th an they are now, alth ough a t present tbey do co ns ider
ab le work. Plea se give m y love t o all your missionary friends
a nd believe m e, as ever,

S i nce rely yours,
K. WHITMAl'.
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W AIILATPU, Oct. rcth , 1846.

Dear S ister.-s-l: have been trying to write you some time, but
find it diffi cult 0 0 account of bustle and necessary care, and even
now it is Dot much better. By Mr. Littlejohn we wrote y ou and
Brother Waller, inviting you to send y OUT children to sch ool ; a s
you said nothing about it in you r l ast, we think perhaps you did
not receive the letter. Be that as it rna)', we would be glad to
have you send y OUT ch ild if you think sh e is not too young. and
particularly Brother and Sister Waller. as they have expressed a
wish to Brother Spalding when he was there. We have a n excel 
len t school , t aught by J..Ir. Geiger, and when he leaves, Mr. R ogers
will continue. We have been looking for Brother W aller to bring
h is ch ildren for som e t ime, and h ope h e will yet d o it.

I have much to say to you and would be glad to writ e m uch
longer, but you must excuse me for the present as I h ave been
washing today and a m n ow coloring madder. I sen d this by
some young men of the immigrants who are to leave today, and
a re the l ast, a mong whom there is o ne from Massachusetts ; you
will find 'him intelligent ' and lea rn , perhaps, news a bout your
home. He is a m ember o f the Co ng reg at io n al church and re
turns next sp r ing for bis father's Iam lly .

Affectionately yours,

N. W.

Please exc use so shor t a letter ; 1 hope to d o better soon . Be
cause it is so difficult for husband and self to write, I persuaded
Mr. R. to write to your husband. Adieu.

Mrs. L. L. Brewer,
Wascopum.

Favour of Mr. Imhree .

W .UJI.ATPG, Nov. gtb, 1846.

R ev. L. P. J udson, J1t..v Dear Brother :- J have a last m owent
t o spa re in writing, and I h ave resolved to write to you, inasmuch
as you h ave given m e the hint by the note you ap pended to a fam-
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i l v letter from Mrs. Whitman's friends. I a m go ing to write
plaintv to you, for we love you and do Dot like t o see your
influen ce a nd usefulness a br idged. I h ave known yo u long a nd
well- better perhaps than you m e. I es teem yo u for you r warm
a ffect ions an d a rden t temperament, but a lth oug h these are a m i
able q ualiti es, t h ey are like the hea lth of a n infant, of so high
a nd exci table a n ature that it is but a s tep between them a nd
d erangeme nt or disease. Mental disease is no t suspected by the
person who is the subject o f it. Bu t do not be su rprised at what
I a m inti m ating. There are but few who a re possessed of perfectly
b alanced minds. I h ave felt a nd acted wi th you on po in t s to
whicb the public mind was not awake, nor read y for action. It is
well to be a wake o n all important poin ts o f du ty a nd tru th, but
it can do no good to be ultra o n a ny of these poin ts. Why part
friends for a n op in ion o n ly, a nd that, too, when not h ing is to be
g ained for truth or p ri ncip le, and much lost of con fi dence, love,
usefulness, en joyment and interest.

Why trouble those you ca n not convince with a ny peculiar
ity of your own sen t imen t , especially if it is lik el y to debar yo u
fro m the opport u n ity of usefulness t o them. By one p art of your
o wn co nfess io n let me co n fu te your ultra perfec tionism ; that is,
)'o u com p la i n of not bei ng perfec t a nd pray fo r m ore sa nc t ifica
t ion , Now, brother, let that su ffice that as long as you h ave to
pray for sanctification you a re not perfect, a nd tha t as long as you
live you will pray for it and then co nclude you will be perfec t
when " th is mortal sha ll put o n im m o rtali ty and this co rruptio n
s hall h ave put o n incorrupt ion," and not t ilk then : a nd then let
us cry, " Grace ; g race unto it." Do not think of be ing a n ultra
p erfectionist until you could bear to hear a m an say, " I h a ve a l
ready a tta ined and a m a lread y perfect, and to use on ly thanks
giving to God for his having atta ined to a nd being perfect , in
s tead of praying fo r m ore sanct ification ." If you could arrive at
the point where you felt you were perfect, o f co urse you would
no longer pray for sa ncti fica t ion , and what would be yo ur prayer
a fte r that? Let the thought awe you, for such can not be the
praye r of m ortal in the flesh. Prayer becomes us, a nd we shall
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not be fitted in thi s life to j oin in the song of praise triumph ant ,
o f Moses and the Lam b. And n ow for Mitlerism .

I was in Bosto n when the famous time ca me for the e nd of
the world, but I did not co n cl ude that as the time wa s so sh or t
I would not co ncern myself to return to m y family. Bu t I did
co nc l ude that inasmuch as you had adopted suc h sentiments, you
were n ot prepared for a ny work call ing fo r time in its execu t io n .
aud thinking the work of time so short with you th at it would
be in vain to call forth any principle to you r mind t hat woul d
involve length of time for its execu tion , I was con te n ted to p ass
you in s ilence. F or to my mind all m y work and pl ans invol ved
time and d istance, and required co n fidence in the stability o f God's
government and purpose to give the heathen to His so n for a n
inheritance, and among them those uttermost part s of the ear t h
for His possession.

I h ad adopted Orego n as my coun t ry, a s well as the I ndia ns
"fo r my field of labour, so that I must su peri n tend the immigration .
of that year , which was to lay the foundation for the speed)" se t
tlement o f the co un t ry if p rosperously co nd ucted a nd safe ly
car ried through ; but if it failed and became disastrous, the reflex
influence would be t o discourage fo r a long time a ny further a t
tempt t o se t t le the cou n t ry across the m ounta ins, wh ich would be
to see it abandoned a l together. Now, m ark the difference bet ween
the sen t imen ts o f you and m e. S i nce th at time you h ave allowed
yourself t o be laid as ide f rom the min istry, and h ave pa rted with
tried friends for a n op in ion on ly, and that op in io n h as done ,.-o n
nor no o ne else any good. Within the same time, I have returned
to my field of l abour, and in m y return brought a large immigra
tion of a bou t o ne thousand individuals safe ly th rough the long
and the last part of it a n u n t ried route to the western sh ores of
t he co n tinen t. No w t ha t they were o nce sa fely co nd uc ted th rough,
t h ree successive imm igrations have followed a fte r them, and two
rou tes fo r wagons are now open into the Will amette va lley.

Mark. h ad I been of your mind I should h ave slept, and
now the J esuit Pap ists would h av e been in quiet p ossession o f
th is the on ly spot i n the west ern h orizon of Am erica n ot before
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t heir o wn . They were fast fixing themsel ves here, and h ad we
m issionaries h ad no American population to co me in to hold o n
and give stabifit y it would h ave been but a small wo rk for them
and the friends of E ng lish interests, which they h ad al; o fUlly
avo wed.To h ave -r-o~t~d -~;, and then the coun t ry might have slept
in the ir hands forever.

T ime is not so shor t yet bu t it is quite important that such
a coun t ry as O regon should not o n o ne hand fall into the exclu
s ive hands of the Jesuits, nor on the other un der the E ng lish
govern m ent. In all the business of tbis world we requ ire time.
And now let us redeem it, and then we sh a ll be ready, and o ur
Lord will not co me upon us un awares. Co m e, then, to Oregon,
resume you r former m otto, which seem ed to be o nwa rd and up
ward-that is i n principle. action, duty and attai n m en ts, and in
h oliness. Dism iss all ultraism, and the n you will be co-operat ive
and h appy In the socret y of act ing and ac tive Ch ris tian s. I say
again , come t o Oregon; but do not bring pri ncip les o f disco rd
with you.

This is a c~~>u n t ry requlnng devoted, p ious l a boure rs in the
serv ice of ou r Lord. There a re many and g rea t ad va ntages o ffered
t o those who come a t o nce. A mile sq ua re, or 640 acres o f land
such as ) "OU may select and that o f the best of land , a nd in a
nea r proxi m ity to a vast ocean and in a mild clim a te where
stoc k feed ou t all winter, is not a small boo n. No r should m en
of piety and principle leave it a ll to be t ake n by worldlings and
worldl y m en.

A m all of yo ur st a m p ca n do m uch by co m ing t o t his co u n 
try , if yo u adopt co r rect principles and act io n. Sho uld y ou co m e,
the best way is to t ake a raft at Olean, if you are near Cuba at
the time of st ar ti ng. You will n eed to bring bedd ing with you
for the j ou rney, so tha t you can come on a raft , and also t ake a
deck p assage on the steam boa t if you wish to be sav ing of m oney.
A p iece of cloth pain ted suitable to sp read under a bed will be
m ost useful. Do n ot b ri ng feathers, .but let your bed be m ade of
blankets, qu ilt s, etc. If you want a n)' goods af ter you get into
the coun t ry, be sure a nd h ave them co me around by water, if you
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d o not like to trust the sh ippers in the cou n t ry. A train of oxen
will be the best with a light wa gon ; no loading excep t provis
ions. Good sh eep are excellen t s tock to drive, and travel well.
Some sheep we imported f rom the Sand wich Islands in 18,38.
h ave increased o ne bundred and twenty-five per cen t . in e ig h t
years . T h i n k of what a few good m en cou ld d o to co me together
in to the count ry. O n the way they cou ld m ake a party o f their
o wn and so rest o n the Sabbat h . With 640 acres of l and as bount y ,
t hey cou ld, by mutual consen t, se t apart A portion for the m ain
tenance of the gospel and for sc hools a nd learning in such form as

they felt d isposed.

A large cou n t ry to the sou t h as far as the California line IS

now open by the new wagon route m ade this fall.

Vou h ave a g ood faculty to be a pioneer and lead o u t a colony;
that is to star t people to come. Bu t whe n once on the way d o
not over-persuade, bu t rem ember that the best of m en and women
when fatigued and anxious by the way will be very jealous of a ll
thei r rights and prtvileges and must be left to t ake their o wn way
if possible. R estraint will not be borne under such circumsta nces.

As 1 d o not k now where to se n t t o reach you , I will d irect
this to the care of Father Prentiss, who will forward it to you ,
after reading it himself.

The Indians a re do in g very well we think in their way and
their h abits of civili zat io n . A g ood atteut ion is paid to religious
ins truction. Morning and even ing worship is quite general in
their lodg es, and a bless ing is s t r ic t i), regarded as being a d uty to
be asked upon t aking food .. .

1 d o not t h ink yo u ca n be igno rant of the advan tages of this
cou n t ry, no r of its disadvan tag es. I wrote a letter to Fat her H otch 
kiss, which I hope was copied and sen t to Father Prentiss , which
yo u m ay h ave seen . That applies to this sect io n and cl imate.
The cou n t ry bes t su ited for sett lem en t are the Willamette va lley
and the coast west . T hen the va lley of the Um pq ua o n the
sou t h, and s t ill sou t h t he" Klamath which takes you sou t h to the
California li ne.
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North of the Co lu mbia, you know, is in dispute between the
British and the S tates ; you may early learn the result.

T he g rea test object io n to the co u n t ry west of the Cascade
range is the ra ins in winter. But that is more than overba lanced
by the exem p t ion from the care and labour of feeding stock . It

is not that so much rain falls, but that it - rains a great many
'd ays f rom Novem ber to April o r May. People that are settled do
not find it so rainy as to be much of a n object io n . It is a clim a te
much like E ngland in that respect .

I hope you wiU excuse the freedomwith which I have writ-
• •ten. If we shall see each other, we ca n better bring our thoughts

t o h armonize.

Narc isse's health is on the gain, and is now pretty good. She
joins m e in love to yourself a nd wife, hoping to see you bo th ill
due time.

•
In the best of bonds,

Yours truly ,

M ARCUS WHITM A N.

Dear Brother Judson :- H usband h as written }'OU a long let
ter, for wh ich I am g lad, for he can write so much better than I
can. 1 do hope you wiU accep t of his invitation and come to
O regon . We want to see you very much, and there is much good
to be done for this coun t ry in the cause of Ch ris t. Your heart is
h ere, I be lieve, and ever h as been, and you a re j ust the one to
come. W ife and ch ild ren need be no hindrance, but wiU be a
great co m fort-t rue it is so me.

We feel a deep i n terest in you and love )"OU st ill, and ever
s hall, not ou ly for your o wn worth, but for her sake who was so
dear to both you and us. It is a cause of great gratitude that,
a l though the Lo rd h as broken you r heart, he h as, a s it were, bound
it up aga in, and given yo u s t ill to e njoy the endea ring rel at ion of
wife, and wha t is not II small co nsidera t ion, that of father to a
beloved son . Bless the Lord for these grea t m ercies, m y brother,
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for we never know the full st reng th of them uotil the)' are sev
ered. S hould you be called to lay that little son in the g rave you
would then know the depths o f a father's love.

Please remember m e affec t io na tely to your dear wife, a nd
say to ber th at I shou ld be m os t h appy to rece ive a letter from
b er. I would h av e written yo u both by this op po rt un ity upon
a separate sheet , bu t for the want of t ime.

My family is large a nd I h ave m uc h to se~ t o in the care o f
so m any ch ild ren . Al th ough they a re no t mine by bi rt h, yet I
am interested in them and a m much better p leased t han if I h ad
not the oppor t u n ity of act i ng the part of a m other. It is a sat is
faction to feel that we a re doing good and savi ng m an y ind iv id 
uals from being worse tha n u seless in t h is world a nd lost in t he
world to co me.

H enrietta, my baby, is a sweet , i n teresti ng ch ild, and loves m e
as m y o wn Alice used to, and I love h er dearly; but t hat tender
a nx ie ty, so peculiar to m others for their o wn offsp ri ng, is n ot for
m e to feel to .....ard her, because it is impossible. She is no ..... two
yea rs and five m onths old, and attends school and is n ry h ap py.

F o r so m e reason I feel assu red that you will come to Oregon ,
and that 1 shall Hve t o see you a nd co nve rse with you face to face
here in our cheerfu l, h appy ho m e. Till then adieu, m y dear
brother and sister, a nd m ay the Lord bless you and m ak e you per
fec t unto every wo rk th rough Him t hat loved us and ga ve h imsel f
fO T us,

As ever, you r affect io nate si ster,

l'\ AR CI S$ A WnI1' :MA X ,
Rev. Lyman P. J udson , o r
H e n. S tephen P ren t iss,

Cuba,
Allegheny County,

Ne w York .
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WAUI..ATPU, OR E GON TERRITORY, Ul' I T E D S TATES, }
April 15, I~7.

ftlJ' DearJa 11e:- I received your letter of March artb , 1846, a
week ago yesterday, and for a whole d ay I co u ld think of noth ing
e lse but you and weep. Not a letter that I have ever received
from home has ever g iven m e such intense feelings as this l ast o f
you rs. I a m glad you wrote m e so much about yourself. If .you
h ad sa id a g reat deal m ore I would h ave been much better sat is ·
fied . True, we a re s t ra ngers to each other as it regards our s it ua
tion and ci rcu mstances; bu t dear and beloved as eve r. Scarcely
a week o r day p asses without som e incident or other br inging
you t o mind , and we often co nverse a bou t you. Oh! how we wish
) ' OU were here now, this very m oment . It seem s to m e as if you
would he h appier than ever in your life before. Perhaps it is be 
cause I feel tb at I should be so, wh ich make m e think that yo u
would be ; at any rate, I h a ve every reason to feel that you would
he fa r m ore so t h a n where you now are. There a re m any happy
li ttle beings here that would delight to call you Aunt Jane, and
some larger o nes, too. Why did you n ot come with Mr. and Mrs.
T h ornton ? H ad you n ot the m eans ? Oh! if you could o n ly get
h ere in so me safe way , we would be willing to pay m ost any
price fo r bringing you. You say, "you sh all h a ve to see our dea r
m other firs t." I do not blame you, I would see her if I could.
But see ing you can not go h ome, you h ad better co m e h ere than
stay there and perhaps afte r a while we m ay go t ogether and see
o ur beloved p arents. Even no w while I a m writing I feel t h a t
perhaps m y dear Jane and E d ward are start in g, or are o n their
wa y here. Olt ! if I m ight indu lge this feeling. I do,notwithstand 
ing the im probe bifit ies, and that , too, perhaps, to be d isappoin ted .
There is work e noug b here for you, a nd E . , too, and j ust such
work as you delig h t in, and we h ave not the a fflic t i ng tr ia ls of
which yo u speak, opposit ion from those who oug ht to suppo r t
and sus ta in us. T rue, we h a ve our t ri al s, bu t they can be borne wit h
o u t so sorely afflicting us. If we could o n ly know when yo u wo uld
Come, we would send horses to meet you at Fort Ha ll. As it is I
feel so confi de n t that )'ou m ay be o n your wa y no w th a t I intend
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writing this sp ri ng to a friend of ou rs, Mr. McDonald of Fort
Hall, and request him to find } ' OU ou t and assist you down, if you
are not so well p rov ided as not to need bis assistance. This en 
co uragem en t we t ake f rom dear E d ward's let ter written in '45, and
we wrote you last sp r ing and p art icularly in si sted on your co m 
ing im mediatel y. Those letters I think you must h a ve received,
as they were put in the hands of Mr. Palmer, who des ig ned t o
reach the S tates as soon as possible ; and h e gav e m e som e e n
co uragem en t to believ e that h e would ca ll o n you and deliver the
letters wi th his o wn h ands. He sa id he sho uld return t h is sp r i ng
with his fam ily , and if I h ad known as m uch of your ci rcu m 
s ta nces as I now d o, we could h ave sa id m ore to Mr. P. abou t you,
and even e ngaged him to bring you, and we would h ave sa tisfi ed
him for it .

T he Lord bless yo u, m y dear sister, and reward yo u a n h un
dred-fold eve n iu this li fe fo r a ll the t r ial s a nd affl ict ion s. He
calls you to meet with , in Jour effo rt s to p romote H is glorious
cause, and b le ssed be H is name t h at He g ives you grace to with
st and tempta tion, and a t ime-serving sp i ri t .

M)' dear husband is gone to Vancouver and h a s been a bsen t
for several weeks. But I a m now loo king for him every m omen t.
Indeed, dear J a ne, you know not h ow much of the t ime he is
away, necessari ly , f rom home. That is on e very good reason why
I want you here. True, I a m not without my com forts, even
when h e is a wa y. T he Lord h as se n t us a dear go od brother wh o
h as now been wi th us m ore th an a yea r, in whose societ y I fi nd
much enj oyme n t and sat isfact io n. He is tbe sa me who wrote
you last spring, and you may jud ge f rom his letter som eth in g of
what he is. We ta lk , si ng , l a bour, and st ud y together ; indeed, he
is the best associa te I ever h ad, Marcus excep ted , and better than
I ever expect to get aga in , u n less yo u and Ed ward come and live
with m e. He h as a l wa ys seem ed to m e very much like Brother Ste
phe n , and I h ave often fanci ed myself e nj oy in g his socie t y aga in .
I ca n assure you it is no small co m for t to h ave so me o ne to s ing
with who knows h ow to sing, for it is true, J ane, I love to s ing
just as well as ever. F ro m what I h ave heard of Edward, it
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would be pleasant to hear him again ; as for you, kala ii/apsa
kunku ( I am longing for you con ti nually to s ing with ), an~ it
may be, put us all t ogether, with the violin wh ich Mr. Rogers
p lays, we shou ld m ake music such as would cause the Indians to
s tare.

May 18th-flIy D ear Jane:- The time h as nearly arrived for
sen d ing this. I have just been writing Mr. McDonald o f For t
H all requesting him to find you o u t and ass ist you down. Don't
g o the sou t hern .rou te as Mrs. Thornton did a nd nearl y lost h er
life b y it . They lost every t h in g they ~ad and. su ffered untold
h ardships. If I h ad time I cou ld tell you m ore a bou t it. I a m
just n ow preparing to g o to T shimakain s ta t io n with Messrs. Eells
a nd Walker to attend a meeting of m ission . It is 180 miles
n orth of us. I h ave not m ad e a j ou rney o n h orseback for s ix or
seven years, a nd you will doubtless be pleased to hear that m y
health is so much improved as to be a ble to undertak e such a
j ourney aga in . I am going to star t in the care of Mr. R ogers ,
ex pec t ing to over take Mr. Eells, who h as just been h ere on a visit
and gone to Walla W alla for some goods . Husband can go much
qu icker th an I like to r ide, a nd as he is o blig ed to se t tle with
and see to the st a rting of the immigrants th at win tered here, h e
does not leave home until several d ays after I do , and then goes
by way of ::\olr. S pald i ng 's, to notify him and see to some business
there. So you see my dear Marcus is al most a lways o n the m ove.
A head and heart m ore fu ll of benevolent plans , a nd h ands m ore
ready in the execu t io n of them for the good o f the poor Indian
and the white population of the cou n t ry, you have proba bly never
seen . I would write you seve ral pages, bu t if this shou ld meet
you on the way , a nd you a re soon to be here as we m ost earnestly
d es ire, I h ad much rather t alk with you than write ; but if ot her
wise-if this s till finds you in Quincy-t hen be su re and come
next year . Do not wait to g o and see mother first ; come a nd see
me and then let us go together, o r perhaps she m ay come a nd see
us. If you are destitute of the m eans, then get som e o ne to br ing
.you and we will pa)' them in provis ions or a ny thing else that
we ha ve to spare when they a r r ive. If you had a g ood h orse and
a g ood side-sad d le, it would be better for you than to come with-
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o u t. I sha ll not be ab le to write to father, m other, or any of the
famil y n ow, bu t if there is time a fter we return I w ay d o it then.
Husband is eq ua lfy pressed a n d ca n not write to anyon e m ore

than the Board. He would l ik e to write to Mr. F oote, but ca n not
n ow. W e shou ld have been h appy t o h ave h ad Mr. a nd Mrs.
Thornton to winter with us, but they did not com e this way.

H ow many will g o the southern rou t e this year I can not j te ll, but
I cou ld wish m y friends would not .

I shou ld like to say much a bout the Indians, b ut can no t.

Ou r prospects for usefuln ess among them never h ave been m ore
e ncuu rag ing than at present. The fi eld is white for the h arvest
a n d labourers a re n eeded to en t e r in a nd reap. The Lord h as in
cl ined the h eart o f Brother R ogers to d evote h imself to the work,

a nd he is now engaged in s t udy ing the languag e. W e have just
rece ived a letter from the Dalla, a s t a tio n of the Methodis t mis 
sion, wishing this mission to take that s ta t io n, as they j udged

bes t to abando n it. T o this mission it is a ycry important s tat ion,
and the brethren will probably think it best to occupy it : bu t we
shall need more help s t ill , a nd G od g ra n t t o se nd labou rers in to
His h arvest.

All u nite in sen d ing much love to y o u bot h , pray ing a n d
h oping t h a t we m ay be permitted to see you both here soon , d ea r

sist e r a n d brother.

Affect io nately yo urs ,
N A RCI SSA \ V U I T M A:S.

M iss J ane A. Prentiss,
Quin cv,

Illino is.

\V.UIJ.A Tl' U, OREGON" T ER RITORY,}
J uly ath, 1847.

iJ'fy D ear l lfother :-lt was not conve n ient for m e to write to

a ny of m y fr iends in the S ta les, the past sp ring by the re turning
im m igrants except s is t e r J ane, To her I wrote brie fl y , in a ns wer

to the on e received in March b y t h e h and of Mr. and Mrs. T h orn -
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to n , who ca me from Qui ncy , Illinois . It was nea rl y a year rn
reaching m e i n co nseq uence o f Mr. and M rs. T h orn to n t ak ing the
southern ro u te wit h the m aj ori t y of the im migra n ts. W hat would
dea r m other and father t hink if they k ne w ho w an x iously and
eagerly I a m expect ing J ane a nd Ed wa rd t o co me wit h the im mi 
gran t s o f t he season. It is, indeed , so. We are looki ng for them
wi th deep solic it ude, and hope a nd p ray t h at we may not be d is
a ppo in ted. F ro m wha t she wrote m e last sp ri ng, I thi nk she
would have co me wit h Mrs. T h ornton , excep t for her m other ; she
desired very much to see her first. It was t he sam e with h er
when Marcus was there. S he co u ld not come wi t h h im with o ut

•
seei ng m other fi rs t . Alt h ough I t h in k she might h ave been pre-
va iled u pon at th at time to h ave co me with hi m, if he could h ave
seen a way to h ave b roug h t her, when h e was in Qu incy. lIe
learned a fter wards that she m igh t have co m e yery sa fely and com - '
fortably with o ne of the fa m ilies t h at were co m i ng at t h at t ime.
I was grea tly d isappo in ted and felt al m ost inclined to reproach
m y h usband fo r not m a king m ore effort to b ri ng h er. Rut it was
all ri ght ; h e d id the best he co u ld u nder ex ist ing ci rcum sta nces.
S ince t hat t ime I h ave rather been waiting in h opes Ed wa rd
would co m plete h is cou rse of s t ud y and be ap poi n ted by the
Board to co m e a nd bri ng- her with h im .

F rom their letters it appears he h as not been m ak ing t hat
progress desira ble, and in his las t h e intim ated t hat he des ired to
co me to t h is cou n try a nd wished to know of us if we wo uld e n 
courage it. Acco rdi ng ly . last sp r ing a year, we wrote to them bot h
and set before t hem every poss ib le ind uceme nt to h av e them co me
im m ediately, Conseq ue n tly wc a re looking' for them a nd sha ll
be not a l ittle d isappoin ted if they sh ou ld not com e. Perhaps
m y beloved p arents would wish t o k no w so me of tbe reasons wh y,

or t he o bj ect for wh ich we wish to h ave them h ere. 1 need not
speak of the comfo rt and enjoyment th eir society would afford us
here in this fa r-d ist ant land. T h at is self-eviden t . I n a tcmpor
a1 v ie w, we feel that they would be better s it uated here t h a n
where they now are. As it reg ards their useful ness, perhaps 110

p lace cou ld be found wh ere th ey cou ld d o m ore for the ad vance
m ent of the precious cause of ou r dear Redeemer, and with better
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success. ah an here, whether it be as miss io n ar ies to the Ind ia ns o r
as C b r is t ia n teach e rs a m o ng the white popu latio n of this cou n t ry .

G ood help of eve ry k ind is needed here in ou r m issio n ary work ,
a nd if they were now here we cou ld 6 11 their h ands ( or the Lord
cou ld) and t he ir hea r ts, t oo. with just as m uch r nission a ry work
as they cou ld well d o. If E . st ill d es ires to fi n ish his preparation
for the G ospel min is try , we would cer ta i n ly d o a ll i n o ur po we r
to fac il ita te him , e nd a t the sa me tim e he co uld render him self
usef u l in teachi ng a part o f the t ime and be o f g reat sen -ice t o us.
We have no w i n ou r fam ily a you ng m a n o f real worth (and be
h as been with us al most t wo years ), who ca m e to t hi s co u n t ry
principall y fo r the be nefi t o f h is heal t h , t h in king to retu rn ag a in
a fter a seaso n, hut fi nd ing it i m p rov ing he h as fo r mo re th an a

_ year p ast bee n pursui n g: a cou rse o f reading and st udy with a view
to the min istry , lIe had co m menced s t udying be fo re lea ving home,
but had bee n o bli ged to desist o n accou n t o f his hea lth . S ince
Jiving with us, he h as h ad h is mind m uch d ra wn to wa rds the su b
j ect o f devoting h is l ife for the be nefi t of tbe heathen , and last
sp ri ng ca me to the determi na tion o f do ing so ; conseq uen t ly , he is
no w p u rs u ing the s t ud y o f Nez I'erces la ng uag e in co n nect io n with
hi s other s t ud ies . T h us the Lo rd h as had com pass io n o n us and
inclined the heart o f o ne dear you t h to e n ter t h is fi eld of m ission 

a ry l abou r.

We h ave often as ked fo r m ore associa tes o f the Be a rd , and
they h ave met ou r so l ici ta t io ns wi th encou rag eme n t a nd Ill a n y

pro mises, and a t o ne t ime had a n i nd ivid ua l appo i n ted for t h is
s t a t ion ; bu t he fai led to m eet his e ngage m en ts and we n t oyer to
the Presbyterian Board and was se n t by t hem to some other pa rt
o f t he world . At p rese n t we h a ve no enco u ragement that a n y
will be sen t very soo n. T here seems t o be a g reat destitut ion o f
l abore rs at the prese n t timc, o r o f those who a rc qua l ifi ed and
will ing to go forth to the m iss io na ry work . T h is m issio n is
needing a no ther m issionary very m uch to occup y a new st at ion j ust
o ffered us by the su per in tend en t o f the Method ist M iss io n . Il is
t he W askop u m sta tion , s it ua ted at the Dal ls, where I spen t tbe
wi n ter wh ile m y h usband was absen t to the St ates. It is a n in
terest ing and ve ry im por tan t st a t io n, pa rti cula rly so with refer-
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ence to its locality to t his mission, as well as to the cause o f c iv
ili zation and Ch ristian ity in the co un try a t large. Our miss ion
h ave a p poi n ted Mr. Walkcr, o f the Tsh imaka in s ta t io n , to m-cu
py i t for the present, un t il SOlllC other one ca n he obtai ned .

Tuesda y, July Istb-\Vhilc engaged ill wr rtnu..o; the a bove, J
was in terrupted by the arriva l o f 1\lr. Hi nm uu from tbe Will aru 
et te. He is the you ng ura n that taught ou r sc hoo l the winte r of
l R44, o f whum I wrote as beccuu iug a Chris t ia n aud unit ing wit h
o ur church. He has co me up to try lo o bta in the usc o f the ur is 
s iu n press fo r the p urpose of pr futing a nother paper ill the wu
lamette . H e h as n ow gone O il to see the other members of the.
m issi on, and will probabl y v is it both st at ions before lu- ret u rns.
H e h as g iven us much intell igence . co nce rn ing the lower count ry.
P ive sh ips 'arc now in the river from differen t part s o f the world .

Ch rist ia ns o f all denomi na t ions a re try ing to d o som et h ing
fo r the up bu ild ing of Christ's k i ng do m in the land ; but the ene
mies of the cross of Ch rist a re doi ng much faster.

If I h ad time I might write m uch co ncerni ng the Iowcr co un 
t ry that would he of interes t, hut fo r the p resent I des ire to
spea k of o ur o wn p rospects as a miss io n , which we feci
were never br ighter than the p resent moment . Sh ortly a fter cl os 
ing m y letter to S ister Jane, I took a j ourney to Tshi maka in to
a ttend a general meet ing o f o u r missio n . It is now ..ix yea rs th is
m onth since 1 m ade the sam e j ourney. Si nce that t ime I h a n '
bee n obligcd to avo id j ourneying o n horseback , on uccouu t of Illy

health until the present season . I am h appy to inform yo u that
m y hea lt h bas so much im proved t hat I e nd ured the j o ur ney we ll,
eve n much be tter than fo r three years p rev ious to reli nq u ish ing
the sad d le a ltogether. For t h is I desire t o be t han k fu l . I was absent
from home a li ttl e m ore than th ree week s. Our m eeti ng was a n inter
esti ng o ne. Never p ro bably s ince ou r ex istence as a miss ion , h as
a m eeting been ch a racterized by so g reat a m an ifestation of the
in fl uence of th~ sp ir it of God upon eac h mem ber, as at t ha t ti me.
All seemed to feel th at we h ad co me to an import an t cri s is and tha l
God a lo ne cou ld a nd m ust d irect us. O ur Board h ad writ ten and
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ad vised to abandon the Tsh im akain s ta t io n in co nseq uence o f the
di scouragements under which ou r brethren o f th at s ta t io n were

laboring . Mr. E ells was advised to remove to this sta t ion , and Mr.
Walker to g o to Kam ish, the s t a t ion Mr. S m it h formerly occu p ied.
This ad vice, however, was accompan ied with discretion a ry power.

Soon a fte r the a rr iva l o f Mr. G reene's letters, came the offer of the
s t a t io n a t the Dalls. Th is a ll ack nowledged to he an important

acq u isit io n; but wh o of ou r limited number shou ld occu py it ?
Afte r ruucb d eliberation an d co n sulta t io n , it was fin ally d etermined
not to a bando n altogether the s tat io n a t T shimakain, but that
duri ng the win ter M r. Eell s with his family rem ove to this st a

tion to act as a minister in the E n g lish language for the benefit
of ou r o wn families a nd those who m ay win ter with us, and th at
during the su m mer his time be spen t at Tsbimaka!n , and in itin

era t ing am o ng the Indians in that language. This arrangemen t
is very much in conseq uence o f the severi t y of the winter with

them, it occu py i ng so much o f their time a nd st reng t h in ca ri ng
for themselves and their animals. Mr. Walk er is recomm end ed
to OCCUp)' the s ta t io n at the Dalls. for the present, at least , or un

til it is though t best to make some ot her arrangements.

August 23- Aly D ear Parenls:-I see I can not finish m y letter

without interruptions, and long o nes, too. Ano ther resolu tion o f
the m eeting was th at h usband sec to ge tt ing houses built for the

m others of the mission fa milies, so that they could spend the win
ter h ere for the sake of h aving the ch ildreu attend school. This

would relieve m e g rea tly o f having to board them as I h av e done.

S ince I com m e nced this letter m any ch anges h ave t aken place,
wh ich e n t irely prostrate the plans a nd resolutions o f the m eeting.

Mr. W. is unwilling to remove with his fa m ily this yea r, o n ac
cou n t of Mrs. W. being in a s ta te of pregnancy, which was known at

the time of the m eet ing, bu t no t m ade en obj ect io n . Mr. Eell s and
fam il y must remain with them throughou t the winter, and conse
quently will n ot need a bouse h ere as was expected, Mrs. S. and

ch ild re n expect to come and winter h ere unless circumstances
prevent. Marcus has now gone to Vancouver 0 11 business to bring

up the p roper ty o f the mission and see to the occu pa ncy of the
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.Dalls st a t ion . We a re unwilling to let it pass ou t of o u r h ands and
fall into the hands o f the Cat ho lics. He expects to hire 1\1r. Hin
m an, as he h as a wife now, and both are p ious, to take the charge
uf the secul a r a ffa irs o f the stat ion , and in case we ca n d o n o bet 

t er, let Perrin (the little boy that was with us in Cuba, hut II OW g rown
to be quite a you n g man ), bis nephew, spe n d the winter with Mr

Hillman, as be is very success fu l in spea k ing the language, and
ca n read and t alk to them a little. Perrin, with o ne o f ou r good
Jndians and Mr. Hinm an, we think, will d o very well in k eeping

up the s ta t io n unt il a m isston ary can be sen t. I'errin also in-
•

dulges a hope.

Husband has been absent m ore tha n t wo week s and it will

be th ree m ore p robably before he return s"

F o r the l ast two weeks im m igra nts have been passing, p robe
bly So} o r 100 wagons h a ve al ready passed a nd 1,000 a re sa id to be

o n the road, besides the Mormons. S ixty have KOlle the sout hern
ro u te that p roved so d isast rous last yea r to a ll that went th at
way. I have h eard tha ten individual passed us who h ad lette rs
for us and others, so that we a re deprived of hearing from our
friends as soon as we ot herwise should . lt was j us t so l ast
yeu t, Mother's letter wa s carried by to the DaBs a nd brought
up again after a week o r two by Mr. Geiger and 1I1r. Littlej ohn ,
who carne up here a ll a visit. Mr. G. spen t the winter and t aught
school. Mr. Littlejohn and family h ave gone horne to t he States:
they s ta rted this spri ng and came here while I wa s a bsen t at the
m eeting. 1 was very sorry not to sec her. S he was Adeline Sed 
dler; 1 presume you knew her, Sne was very unwilli ng to lea ve
the co un t ry , but h er husband h as beco me suc h a n hypochond ri ac
that there was no living with h i m in peace. He wanted to kill
himself last winter. It is well (or him that he h as gone to the
S tates, where he can be t aken care of. Poor wo m an ; she is dis
co nsolate and sad, and grea t ly changed from wh at she used to be.

lt is di fficult to de fine the cause o f his m alad y. He seems to be
very much like Mr. Munger, the individual we h ad h ere that be
ca me crazy, and at l ast caused his o wn death by driving two
n ail s into o ne of his hands, and afterwards putting it into a
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h ot fire un til it was burnt to a cr isp , as was s up posed , t o work
a miracle.

I sa id in t he com menceme n t o f m y letter t ha t I was expect 
ing to sec J ane and E d wa rd this fa ll ; hut from t h ose wh o h ave
already passed we can h ear nothing fro m t hem , notwiths tand ing

they may be o n the coati, for a mo n g so m e ny, it is not expected
th at a ll will he k !I 0WIl t o each other.

It is di ffi cult t o im agine wha t k i nd o f a winter we sh a ll h a n '

th is wi nter, fo r it w i ll not be poss ible for so tu un y t u a ll p a ss

throug h t he Cascade urount ui n s i nt o the Will a mct t c t hi s fall ,

even if they sh ou ld succeed in gettiug" th rough t h e HI m' Muuu t ai ns
as f a r as here. Frum the B all s o n to the Willamettc is cons idere d
the worst part o f the rou te From the Stal es to th e end. t hat is, t o

the Wil lamctte valley. W e a re 110t li k c ly to be as well off for
p rovis ions th is season us usual-our crops a re n o t as abundan t.

Poor p eople-those that a re n ot a ble to get on , oc pay fo r what
they need-are those that will m ost likely wish to stop h ere, judg
i n g from t h e past ; and con nec ted wit h this, is a d ispos it io n not

to work, a t a ny rate, n ot m ore than t he)' ca n help. T he p oor In
dians nre a m azed a t the over whel m ing num bers o f Americans
com in g in to the coun t ry. T hey seem n ot to know what to make
o f it. Ve ry m a ll)' o f t h e pr inc ipal ones a re d y in g, a nd so me have

been k illed by o t h er India ns, in go ing sou t h i n to the reg ion of
Cali forn ia . Th e rc rua in ing o ues seem attached to U S , and ding to

us t he closer; vui tivatc t hei r f a rm s q ui t e exte ns ive ly, and flo n ot
w ish to see a llY Sn iapus (A mericans ) se t t le a m o ng them here ;
t h ey a ce will i ng to h ave them'tspcud t he winter h ere, but in the

sp r in g t hey mus t a ll go Oil . They wo u ld be willing to h ave 1II0re
missio n aries stop a nd those d evo ted to their good . They expec t
that eve ntua ll y t his cou nt ry will be se t tled by t hem , bu t t hey

wish to see the Willamette filled u p fi rst.

We wish to em p loy a teacher for th e win ter. If]. and E . d o
n ot co m e, we mus t loo k o ut fo r so m e on e a mong t he i m m ig ran ts.

W e sh o uld p re fer an acco m p lished young lad y front t he Eastern
Stales, if s uch cou ld be found to t each the child rc u of ou r fa mil ies.
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Young lad ies a re g reat ly n eeded in th is cou n t ry as teachers-also
fema le hel p of a ll kinds. Many m ore men tha n women come
in to th e coun t ry. Al m ost e\"ery bod y h as been sick in the West 
ern S ta tes which is sa id t o be the cause a ! so large i n flux th is way .
When I h eard that dear brother H arvey was goi ng to Virginia, 1
co uld 1I0t but h elp desiring him to co m e this way. U. if h e was
h ere now to take our farm, h ow much better it would be for him
a nd us, too ; we need just suc h a m an. I would t h at he would co me
a nd two o r three o th ers just like him, forthei r h el p is greatly need
ed. I wrote him to co me, hu t do not k no~ that he go t m y letter .
Husband is weari ng o u t fas t ; h is h eart a nd h ands a re so futI all
the t im e, that his b re t h re n feel solic itous abou t h im, but ca n no t
hel p h im ; h is benevol ence is un bounded, a nd h e o fte us goes to
the e xten t of hi s abi fity, a nd of te n beyo nd, in do ing good to the
I ndians a nd wh ite m en.

It is p ro bably not right fo r me to desire to h ave father a nd moth 
er here ; but s t ill I ca nnot hel p t hinking all tbe time, O. if t h ey
were here. God gran t th a t they m ay l ive lo ng to p ray for their
un worth y ch ildre n a mong the Ind ians.

We h ear tha t a m onthly m a il rou te IS to be, or a lread y is.
es ta blished o n the coast sout h- a steam er to take pack ages from
Panama, that co me R("fOSS the Isthmus of Darien. 1 hope it will
not be so di ffi cult to h ear from h ome as formerly . I in te nd to
se nd this that way for an exper ime n t. I send th is by our m an
and J obn, o ne o f the orp han boys, who go with t wo o x te am s to
the Dall es to b ri ng up the th resh ing m ach ine, co rusheller, plo ug h s
for India ns, and other goods fo r the m ission, a lso books for :\l r.
R ogers, the p io us you ng m an of wh o m I h ave spoken, that husband
bri ngs u p in a boat Cro w Vancouver.

No w I have the ca re of t wo addit ional boys for a yea r, who
a re le ft here by t he ir fathers for the bene fit o f sc hool ; they are
native h alf b reeds. Ma y the ri chest o f heaven's b lessi ngs ever
rest upon my beloved father and mother.

From your ever a ffec t ionate d augb ter,

N AR C I SSA.
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W AIILATPU, Oct. rath , 1847.

D ear j a llf':-T wo m en are at t h is place o n their way to the

S t a tes. One of them , Mr. Glen d ay , intends to return to this co u n 
try next sp ri ng wi th his family . I h a ve im port u ned him, and
made an arrangement to have yo u acco m p a ny them to W a filatpu .

Now Jane, will yo u do it? I know you will not refuse to come.
At least I fee l tha t y ou must an d will co m e. I wrote you last
sp r in g and told y ou that I was expect i n g you and E . thi s f all,

and I h ave been looking for you in every co m pa n y t h at h ave
p assed. Hut I have not see n y O ll nor received a n y letter from
either of y ou. But a week o r two ago when 1 was on the Ut il t a
river, I S IlW an indiv idual that told me t ha t be h ad seen a brother

of mine that wa s n ear Independence with h is fami ly, that h e was
intending to co m e to Oreg on th rs season , but cou ld not get read y,

but would come next yea r. lI e furthermore told h im that h e
wished to se n d a packag e to us, and would g o to his house and

get it, which wa s five miles distant, if h e would bring it. This
individual sa id h e p romised to b ring it and would h ave waited
for it had it been possible, but the co m pa ny with whom h e trav

eled s t a rted before h e expected and h e was obliged to leave before
h e returned with the packag e. From his descriptio n, I was co n 

fi den t that it was Brother H arvey, and y ou ca n better imagine
than I can describe, the j oy I felt o n rece iving such intellig e n ce.

I h ave al so received a letter from falher and Brother J. G . They
tell me that II . was in the West and that you were wi th him. Mr.
G len d ay tells m c that there is a teacher in Monticello Se m in ary

o f the n ame of Prentiss, a nd h e thinks it must be you. I a m
at a loss to know where y ou arc. I wr it e you every sp ri n g, but

I am not informed if y ou ever receive m y letters.

I wil l ' n ow g ive y ou the a rra ngemen ts we have made with
Mr. G lenday to h ave y ou co me immedia tely and directly to us.

H e says when y ou receive thi s lette r, he wi shes you to g e t in to a
boat o r s t age and g o directly to S t . Charles an d see Mrs. Glenda)'
and make her "acqu a i n t a n ce. S h e is a pions woman an d h e is

highly pleased with the idea o f you r accom panyin g them to be
com pa ny for her o n th e way. H e says h e will bring you free of
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a ll expense. Of co urse we sh all sat isfy hi m when you arr ive . We
are con fid en t that you co uld n ot h ave so good an opportunity t o
come to this country in any other way as wi th Mr. G . He is ac
customed to t ravel in an Indian country, and k nows'how perfect. '

Iy . I a m sat isfied t h at if Brother n . and his family and Rand
yourself would m ake the arrangemen t t o come w it h h im and
would sub m it t o be contro lled by him (as he is coming in a small
party by h im self), you would be the g ainers by it in the end.
Perhaps you would t h i n k that for so sm all a party it would be
d angerous traveling th rough the I n d ian country . I s would be
for persons entirely u n acquain ted with- the I n di an s and with

traveling in the I nd ia n cou n t ry. Rut you may rely upo n Mr.
Gle nd ay ; th at h e knows h ow t o t ravel and ca n escort you here

•
q uicker and safe r and with le ss an n oya nce from dust an d fat igue
and worn out cattle and with h alf th e ex pense th at you would be
a t to co m e any other way. Notwithstanding if , after consu l t a

tion and d ue deli beration , Brother H arvey sbould thin k i t not
best to co m e with him bu t t v rem a in with a co m p a ny of wag ons,
you had better co m e with h is fam ily , as from wh a t you wrote I
judge you must be short o f the means to get h ere comfor tably , a nd
1 am co n fiden t you could not com e so well in any oth er way.
You will alway s hear it sa id by every v ue who knows anything
about the way, "Bring as fe w things as p ossible." I would advi se

yOIl and m y brothers an d Si s ter L. t o be g overned by Mr. G: s ad
vice about wbat you bring, a s well as the a mou n t. 1 will add

•
h owever, that I would p refer you would n ot cu m ber yourself w ith
anytb ing except what you n eed on the way, and t o br in g you r
m ind s to need as li ttle as possible. 1 consider Mr. G. capable of

giving you d irections u pon th is sub ject, an d sucb , too, as will meet
m y mind more fully th an I call express by wri ting. We have
en ough t o sup ply you wh e n y ou get here ; a nd if we have not we
can get it here.

You k now n ot ho w much you are all needed here t b is p resent
m oment ; yes, I m ay sa)' , we are su fferin g a n d sh all suffer for the
want o f your assistance a n d p rese nce here th is w inter.

Dear J ane, I b are written in great haste, as 1 have but a
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m o ment to wri te, and a hurried one at that ; forit is all confusion
as usual wh en immigrant s are about us. 1 would wr ite Brothers
H . a nd R . an d Sister I ,., but Mr. G. wish es t o be burdened witb as

little as possi ble, fo r he m ay h ave t o go on snow shoes a p art of
the W S }", H e wishes to return next spring, and a bou t th e last of
A ugust encourages m e to th ink t h a t, if spared and prospered, h e
will set you down a t OU f door. I cannot help fe<!'li ng rejoiced

t h a t Provid ence h as opened u p a way, to ap pearance so favora ble, .
fo r the safe, easy and speedy tran sport of m y dear J ane to m y
arms. I lo ng to see you all, and shou ld m uch prefer to h ave y ou
all come with h im if y ou felt it best. But h e seems to th ink
that m y brothers would not be will ing to co m e with him o n
accou nt of t ravel ing in so small a party.

•

W ed n esday m orn-Dear J ane ana Edward ;-I h ave been talk 
in g th is morni ng to Mr. G le nday a bout you co m ing wi th h im . I
am at a loss how to direct him to fi nd y ou. I do n ot know wh ere

Brother H arvey is. Father says h e is i n Qui ncy and that you a re
with him and t h at Edward is in H azel G reen, Wisconsin . He is
confident, h owever, that he will find y ou all an d Brother H . as b e
goes in , especi ally if he is an y wh ere iu the viciuity of I n d epen d
ence. I ex pect husband w ill wri te H arvey if h e gets away fro m

h is ca res lon g enough ; b ut lest h e sh ou ld not, I will suppose you
all t ogether an d talk to you e n m asse, for it is im poss ib le t o wr ite
separate letters. We, that is h usb and and self , t h ink it best for
you a ll to come wi tb bim ; a nd be is will in g , provided y ou a U
would be willi ng t o su b m i t to his l aws. H e is a rigid m ountai n 

eer, a nd the p rincipal laws in an I n d ian country are to be part ic
ular in guard ing your anim als lest you be robbed of them and
le ft o n foot. You can not imagi ne the d istress such a n eveu t

would occasio n. Ma ny events of t hat kind have h ap pen ed to the
im m igra n t s of th e p resen t year. It is h ard work to cross th e
R oc ky Mount ains in the easiest way i t can be arranged. If I had
the journey to make, a nd k n ew as much as I no w d o a bou t travel 

ing, I should by a ll means, prefer to t ravel in the cam p of such a
m a n as Mr. Glenday. If E. comes as a s ing le man b e will em ploy
h im and pay him wages to ass is t i n d riving sh ee p; co n seque n t ly
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h e cou ld come without i ts costi ng him a n yt h in g . If h e h as a
wife in v ie w, h e h ad better marry ( t h a t is if h e h as found a g ood
on e}-Iet his motto be "a good o ne or none." Mr. G . says h e will

be to the expense of j ane's outfi t , an d I t hi n k you m ay rel y upon it.
When you get this letter you must write h im and direct t o St .
2 h a rles p ost office, t hen he will write y ou and invi te you to

com e.

I t m ay not be s tr ange for you to be a little unbeliev ing a n d
think it not t ru e th at we h ave sent for you, bu t wh en you see
the big mule t hat we h ave sen t for you, jane, y our h eart may

fai nt wi th in you , an d you will fe el that it is, indeed, so. The
na me of the b ig mule is Un cle Sam. H e was left h ere b y F remon t
w he n h e was h ere o n b usiness for Uncle Sa m. Mr. R odgers is ex 
p ecting a broth er-in -Iaw, sist er a nd paren ts, so m e ti m e n ext

su m m er.

j ane, there w ill be n o u se in )'ou r going h ome to see m a and
p a before you come h ere-it will only m ake the m atter worse wi th
your h eart . 1 want to see h er as much as you . If you will all
co m e h ere it will n ot be long before they wi ll be climbi n g over

the R oc k y Mountains to see us. The love of p arents for their
ch ild ren is ve ry g re at . I see already in thei r m oveme n ts, indica
tions t h at they wi ll ere lo ng come th is way , for f ather is becom
ing q u ite a t raveler. Bel ieve m e, dea r j a ne, a nd 'Com e without

fa il , wh en you h ave so g ood an opportu n ity .
F arewell,

K W.




