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EXPEDITION FROM FORT COLYILLE TO PUUET SOUND .

YAx COrYER BARRACK S, 'YMm. TER .,

September :?O, lSS2.

Sm: In compliance with your letter of instruction s. dated July 18,
1882, I IUH'e the honor t o submit the follow ing r{'IHH't of my recent ex,
peditiou from Fort Col ville to Puget Sound, W ash in gtou Territory, by
way of Lake Chelan and Skagit Hi.,:er~ to gether with the inclosed map
-of the trail. .....

Under Special Orders Xo. ur, July 1S, 1SS:!. I left Yancouver Bar­
racks en route for F ort Colville, 'Yash. Ter. , accompanied by Assistant.
Surgeon George F. Wilson, Alfi:ell Dowuiu g, topographical assistant,
Principal )[usician Alford, am] tlergeant W orrell, uf the Twen ty ­
first Iufautry. First Lieut. George B. Backus, F irst Uavalry , j oin ed
u s very oppor tunely at T uiati lla .Junction. a lit] a t ouce reported for
.d u ty , according to telegraphic instruction s fr om department head­
quarters.

On arrival at S pokane Falls, I found it iurpracticable to procure suf­
ficient transportation for the entire party to Colville at one time, and ,
in ord r-r that preparation s for the expedition might not be delayed, pro ­
ceeded. with Lieutenant Backus and Illy topographical assistant by the
morning stage, leaving Dr. Wilson and the two enlisted iueu to follow
at the earliest moment.

We reached Fort Colville on the afternoon of W ednesday, July 27,
where I found. Capt. (now Maj. ) William F. Drum. Se cond Infantry,
in temporary command. I forthwith presented my order. with letters
.of instructions, and by the courtesy of Maj or Drum, who displayed a
hearty interest in the work before me, wa s enabled to enter at once
upon the labor of preparation. A detail , consistin g of Sergeant Doyle
and four pri vates, all ca refully selected by ::\lajor Dl'l1111 from his com­
pany, was made, and, deeming it the wisest plan. ca mp was pit ched the
.d ay after our arri val near a creek outside the garrison.

A trail. of fourteen pack-mules, with a competent packer, having
b een furnished by the post commander, I sent Lieutenant Backus to a
ranch some 15 miles di stant to select Cayuse poni es suttieieut to mount
the comuiaud and supply extra animals in case of need. This respou-
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si ble duty was performed with exped it ion a nd success, fifteen stro ug
Ca vuse horses ha ving been chosen, aIHI hired for the trip nuder most
sati~factorY terms. In t he menu time, after careful iuquirv, I had se­
cured the ~-;erYices of a n excellent gnide. Joe La Fleur, a half,breed,
who combined with shrewd ne ss as a path -fluder perfect familiarity
with all t ile Ind ian d ia lect s from Colvi lle t o the Sound, a nd thorough
exper ience as a pack er , T he t wo latter q ualiti es.joined with La Fleur's
rema rkable eu durauce an d cheerf ul energv, as aft erwa rds proved, went
fa r towards briugiug t he recouna issauee t o a successful termination. f

All beiug in re adiness. the ca rgoes inad- up . the co unuand left ca mp
bv t he south road Tnesd a ~' mor ning; August 1. fo r 0111 For t Colv ille,
ou t he Columbi a R iver, wh ere it a rrived ea r ly in the afternoon , after a
march of 1l mi les. T he 01.1 for t was built by Col onel Hawkins, of
t he R oyul E ngineers . Engl ish Army. iu the fall of lKGO, uud occupi ed
by him, with a por ti on of the Britis h S or t h wes ter n Boundarv Commis­
sio n and a detachmeur of for ty-fi ve we ll. tl uriII g tha t a liiI the following
yea rs.

A n observa tory was est ab lis hed on the hill over looki ug t he po st.
The Columbia is navigable 3':;0 miles above this po int. a nl near its

waters lief; t he warped and rusted iua chi ne rv of a $lIIa11 sreaUl boat,
n amed ., TUl' '4W'-s,ul rem ind er of a tho us aud golden visions that are
buried in t lJ ~ past,

I II pla in view up on the oppos ite hank of t ile ri ver a rc' (·ight comfor t ­
able ranclie«, b..IolI ~,d llg to t he Columbia Lake I nd ians , who raise g'rai u
and " ('g-emhies in «ons idera ble quantiries-i-uo less t han 4.00U bushel s
of whea t, sa id to he the best in the Colville co nu rrv, having been har-
vested by them last year. The t ri be nuder Edward. their chie f, a re
fr ieud ly aud d isposed t o he sober a ud i ud ustrious,

A ccordi ng to a rrangemeurs made the d av previou s, at an ea rlv h our
on 'Y('llnes(la~-, _-\. ugus t :! ~ we began crossing the Columbia by ferry­
boat, the point of landing being on the wes tern side, about one a nd a
hal f mil es do wn the st rea m, and just below the mouth of Kettle Ri ver ,
shown h.,- its Iudiau name. Xe-iloi-al-pit-kwa, on t he maps. The t rans ­
fer required four trips of the boat. occupying a greater portion of t he
day , as the ret urn wa s aga ins t a s tr ong current of seveu t,1I eigh t mi les
au hour. Everv tlr ing was, however, sa felv landed and ca mp pi tch ed,
with plenty of wood a nd wa ter, h ut nil grass. A s the ab::.-ence of fee d
at this place was foreseen provision hall beeu made by t he p urchase of
h ay a nd gra in a t Old Fort Colville. Here was ex per ie nced our first,
and loug-cout iu nell . a unovauee fru m mosquitoes that infested t he camp
ill s wur uis, ue eess it anug cousrant smudge tires t hat w en and anima ls
mi gh t galll a uioment's re st. Tln- sta r tling whir of the rattlesnake, that
accompa uied Us alon g the t ra il had less of t error than the well-kuo wu
hum of this troublesome ill:'iec t"::.- wings, a nd a camp comp a ra t ively free
from the uuwelco un- SOIl Ut! "-a :'i ev er after hailed with rej oicing', reaard -
les s of the dead ly reptile.

•
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Soon after dawn 0 11 th e fo llow i rur Ila.\- we sk ir ted th p Columbia for
s ix mil es a long a good tra il t hat kept the marain of the lu-m-h. or t a ble­
land, at all eleva t ion of abou t une luuulred fee t uhovc t ill' river, pass ing
close by K ettle Falls. Alt hou srh no t 1I1Ol'l' t ltaI1 1,j or :!1l fel't in altitude. .. . ,
the dr-sr-e n t of water here. bro kr-n into l'a sl':\fles and ehut .-». is iml losino',. ~

The en ti re width of tilt, fa lls is perl urp« u ine lnuul re.l 0 1' a thousand
feet. 'Ye h ul tr-d a momeu t to wa tch the lusty salmon lila);:/, th ei r per­
si su-ur uud st upe ndous lea p s to g'a in the up ju-r .st n- .un o ver 011 1.' of the
forunin g ea tarncts. A few of t lu- more a ct iv e l'11',l l'l'd all uppu ri-n t h e ight
of ten feN above th e lower b asin. aml . it is to 1,,' hopr-d, n- ru-ln-d t he
1I;I\'CI1 of t heir desires, IH' at lea st safe lodgmeut for a final .u ul s uc cess­
ful effort .

A short ,l i4ane" below th e fu ll s we p:\ssell s"\-f'ra l 1 0il ~' l' s uf Col v ille
Ind ians who wer e l av in g in a wi llt l'r '" s tr nr - of ch iI'll sulmon . " 'c ,!.!.TI'I' t e rl
then : wit h :t , . good inoru iu u, ' sll li l ill!,d,\" returned . utul \,a";,,,:('11 on our
W:I,\', A frr-r l'I'O,.;",ill g' t luve s ruull C'I'I' I' I;:",. 11 l(' t ra il q u ittr«l till' Columb ia ,
awl wound lip and over a sp ur 0 1" tlu- h ill x, ill a SOl1 t h v (·.... !PrJ,\" d in- ction ,
u n t il it .s truck t he Sin -puil -Im . a stron g: :\1111 ra p id stn-nm, ful low ing
wh o....(· northern banks over t lu- rolli ng" beu uh -Ia ud s at :111 «le vutiun of
1.\11 feet. a nd ern-sing 0I1t' of \\ lJ,, -;t' brant-In-s, i t 11"1. ufn -r u nmrr -h elf 1°1
m iles. to our camp for t h e d.iv near sonu- p:\('ell" lIt s )lr ing's t ri butary to
t he S in -puil -hu, a ud ri siu u -<.It a poi n t IlPrh " )ls ::00 ft' et above it.

O n t he 0l'l'ositp sid e of IIII' s t n-.u u 1'1lI1" " lofr v l'all!!I ' of mountai ns
( l'l)s s ih ly -1.000 feet a hov« 1lu- ....pa ) (lplls" l,\- \\"Olllh-el wit h vvl low pine uud
til' , its ~lopf's hein g exep l'dill gly 1'01 '1,;.\ - a nd )ll'pl·il' it ons. Till ' f' in -p :lil-hn

it-o-If is I'l'illg"" ll wit h gn~a t mu uher .... of balsam :111l1 l'o trOll woud trees.
This was prououu ced h,Y all a c·hanllin;!.· l'I'sti ng' pl u«..: f'n -r- from m os­

quitues .uul otln-r pes t s, with a h nnd.u u-e of \Y:tlI'''' woorl. uu .I gras s. Its
refrt-su ins; 1II1'11l0r ies fol lowvd us 10 t he (' 1111 of 1I 11 1' j on r uev.

JIr-re wa s pnj oYPll our firs t d el ic io us meal of 1I1011u t a in tr ou t and
t u fted grou s«, the fOI'IIlt'1' (',lIlgl lt w it h a 11 ,,- hy Lieutena nt Backus, au
acco mpl i .... I Il~ ( 1 angler, an d till ' la t t er k il le rl by his u nerrin g- pi stol.

''' ith mallY r e g-I'd,.; \\"1' b roke n ll ll l' at all early ho ur- t he nex t morn­
i ng', ..-\ ug:l1st J : a wl cont inued 0111' w t-srer u «ours«. s t ill };:('cpin g" the
northern slopes of t he Bill -pail -llll: 1I 0 Il's :-; thuu tl ftee u of whose tribu­
tarivs 'Yen' passed duriru; t ill' cla y , T o t he north an d suu r h, 011 pither
si de of the creek, t lu- IIlO l1 l1 t ,l ill l'a llg'l' '' an', a s ,,-pstl'nla y, lufty <11](1 plen­
t ifully wu od ell; mneh h ig llel'. 11I 0 1'1' a h r llp t . flI1 11 1ll 0re cll'lI se l,\" timhered,
llOWPyer, t mnml" th e s Oll th . For th e firs t fOllr lIlill's t l,e t rail wali fair,
but 80011 IlligI' cropp ings of gTflui t l' from tue hill s id c i-i, with lllllllherlcss
aud d eep ra\"iues, rl'1II1l' l'I 'I1 til e )lrngrl'l.;S s lo \\" :11I11 OftClI clifiic:nlt. At
the creek crossillgs. :wel gl'nera lly for s en -ral IllllHl l'l'cl y a r d s 011 eitller
side, was mud! fallell ti mher to "hS( ~lll'l~ a nd ol ls tr ue t t h e path.

At all eleyutioll of 5,-J-::;0 feet ahon' sea l en~ 1 \n' rea checl the I'lll ll lli it
of the eli\"ide, marke(l b", fI r lltl e woodell ('.ross. dOllh t ll'ss t 111' s it e of au
Iudiml gra ye. Quittil lg' the s u m m it: past the headwa ters of the ~ill-
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pail-hu, the trail winds down the western slope to our fourth camp, two
miles beyond, with pl enty of grass, wood , and the purest water, but with
no level space for tents. The entire distance accomplished was ~3 miles,
which proved our longest march. The timber along the trail had been
principally yellow pine with a sprinkling of hemlock, fir, and tamarack.
Wood grouse in large numbers were raised among the thickets.

After a restful night, despite onr hill-side camp, we pursued a well­
defined and verv fair trail for five miles, where it crossed the Klat-a-oos
Creek, bearing away to tile northwest and said to flow into Kettle
River. Oyer a low divide a fine bunch-grass plateau wa s next traversed
for two miles, when snddeuly to the right, and about half a mile dis­
tant, a small nval-shaped Iagoon (probably a lake earlier in the season),
fringed with willow!'; and con -red with tall rush-grass of a superb green,
broke upon the sight: a charming picture after the dry, open plain just
crossed. From drainage indications and the assurances of our guide
this was deemed the head of tile Sau-puelle. As our course had been
nearly due west fr0111 the mouth of the Sin-pail-hn, the eouclusiou could
not he avoided that the Sau-puelle rises much farther north than is in ­
d icated on the 1I1ClpS, and on the trestern. instead of the eastern side of
the main range of mountains. In a small grassy valley a mile beyond
camp wa s pitched near an excellent creek tributary to that river. In
the central valley were a few yellow pines with here a nd there a tama­
ra ck of huge proportions, oue dose to caurp measuring 30 feet in cir­
cumference at the base. The creeks, shaded bv willow, lJeeell, birch,
and poplar trees, with clumps of wild raspberry and currant bushes,
are filled with trout, while the neighboring hill sides abound in deer
and other game. A black-tailed deer, shot soon after our arrival, fur­
nished savory venison for several repasts. The trail thus far could
scarcely be better for a mountain path, and from its ,,01'11 appearance
lias been a highway for Indians since time immemorial. The hills along
the north bank of the Klat-a-oos from its source down are almost des­
titute of timber, while to the south the growth of yellow pine and tam­
arack continues dense.

At high water, earlier aIHI later in the season, salmon of large size
asceud the Sau-puelle to this point, aurl arc caught and cured by the
Indians, a deserted lodge, with drying-frame of poles adjacent, from
wh ich soiue blench ed salmon heads still hang, furu ishinjr a mple evi­
deuce.

TIH're being rich g:raziug for the animals the ne xt day, Sunday ,
A ugust G, camp was 1I0t moved. Two coyotes, the only ones during
the entire trip. wen' sighted th e day before.

At a ll early hour in t he moruin u, .:\loIHlay, Aug-u st 7, we skirted the
Suu-puelle fell' a sho rt t iuie to the fordin g, asceuded a low hill, and
about a mill' a nd a half bevond cauie to a creek that apparently
ftO\\'('I! into a brand. ofthe above-uientioned stream. 'Ibis creek was
followed for 11 w iles, four of it s t ri buta r ies being crossed on the way.

•
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The trail kept well up from the bank for much of the di stance, and
was a very fair one to travel, except for several patches of fallen tim­
ber, small, however, and easily removed by all experienced chopper.
Crossing a divide 3,800 feet high, camp was made, after a march of
two miles, near a small stream, runuing south, and said by the guide
to be a branch of the Hy-as-kwa-ha-loos River, as shown upon the
maps, or Bonaparte Creek, as more familiarly kuowu. It proved to
be a tributary of Lost Creek, as afterwards named hj- 118, siuce its
waters disappeared in )Iiles Valley, 12 or 14 miles farther west.

Tents were pitched upon a gentle slope, densely covered with small
pines, among which was quite an abundant growth of forest ~rass, fur­
nishing good grazing for the animals. Bunch grass was plentiful along
the trail during the march, awl the timber passel} was of about the
same variety as on previous days. Two creek-beds were crossed, dry
at this season, where there would be excellent camping ground at an
earlier month, when, doubtless, filled with water.

Left camp the next morning by a clearly defined trail for five miles
along the bluffs overlookin g Lost Creek, and eigb t miles Ilt'yflllll crossed
a small tributary flowing south. 800l) after a huge eanvou wall of granite
was lifted upon our right, to the sheer altitude of SOO feet, and there,
as through a vast gute wav, we descended into .:\liles Yalley, a broad
and fertil e plain. About two mil es down the valley, and half a mile to
the left of the trail. wa s the fen ced ranch of Rile-as, chief of the Okin­
akaues-c-Ten-askit being their subchief, E-lIe-a~, a short, thick-set
Indian, is said to be friendly and reliable. His house of logs, near
which tile waters of Lost Creek di sappear, was vacant, the chief, with
most of his tribe, being on the Columbia catohing salmon for the winter.

•Just b(',\"OJ)(1 we passed between two small lakes, the larger, Margaret
Lake, on the right, fed b~' springs from the adjacent hills, beiug' at this
season about one mile long and a thousand feet wide. Its waters, fresh
bnt not very cool, are the resort of myriads of duck!'; of possfbly every
species. The hills to the rig-ht of the trail are rocky, with a scattered
growth of yellow pines, while to the left they are densely timbered.

Leaving .:\largaret Lake, the valley SOOIl narrowed to less than a mile
in width, mergiuu into a plateau 01' low divide, over which we descended
by a gentle slope westward to our next camp near the head waters of
the Hy-as -kwa-bn -Ioos 01' Bonaparte River.

The presence of the divide receutly crossed, with no surface indica­
tious of a uu iou a tau,'" svusou of the 'year, aIHI tile fact that the creek
upon whose banks we were encamped had a distinct source from high
mou uta in springs to th e southwest, compelled the eou clusion that Lost
Creek and the Hv-as -kwa-hn-Ioos have bi-en erroneously considered as
oue am} the same stream, thus causing the latter to be displayed 011 the
maps as a very considerable river, ;)0 miles or more ill leugth, with nu­
merom; brunches, when in truth it is but an unimportant rivulet, empty­
iug into the Ok iuakaue }5 miles from its origin.
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Our camp overlooked an Indian ran ch of perhaps forty acres, sur ­
rounded by a rail fen ce of the Virg inia pattern, A s the occ up ant was
away I took the libe r ty of herdin g our anima ls for the night inside the
in closure.

Mil es V alley, whe re t he cli mate seems t o he of a remark ably even
t emperature, is tli e winter liahitatiou of t he Oki uu ku ne t r ibe, Bither ,
fro m all direction s, they briug t heir animals after a suumrers fishing
n earer the Columbi a R iver, Iu this frui tful v nlley the snow is said to
never fall t o a greater dep th t han six inches.

The pluiu itself wit h its neigh borin g hills , espedall~- t o the north,
cove red wit h bunch grass a nd hopeful wit h in dications of uutuerous
a nd plen ti fu l sprillgs: p resents one of the IIIost magnificen t g razing
a reas ill t he wo rld.

Wheat, oats, and pota toes. with doubtle ss rye and corn, could be
grown in profusion. A slight shower wit h t il under a nd li ghtning,
abo ut ~ o'clock in the n ight, lent a cooluess to t he a ir ~o sult ry the day
before . A mons ter s nake of a sh iny, greenish look, and exceel.lillgl ~·

v icious, t ha t v isited t lu- kitche n. was with souu- diffic ulty d ispa t ched,
~-iddi llg eh-ven rattles a nd a buttou ,

T he uext morni ng hy all excellent tra il, a ro und the I ndi a n ranch t o
the rig'h t, wetullowed t he be nd of B ou apar te Creek wes t ward ; the val"
ley growing more nud uiore narrow, aft er the uia uuer of a t reeless can ­
~'O ll, nutil some tell miles from our s tarti ng' plu ce it lJec al lle verv co n­
f nell, rocky ; an d di fticult of passazc. turn ing t he a ngl e-, of sha rp spurs
as it ke-pt t he r-nrvuturus of t he stream . A t l,,:o;t, from t he slia deless
foot hills t he valley of the O kiuakune appeared, devo id of protee­
tiou fro m the huruiug sun except along t he river ba uks, D escending
by a precipitou s pa th , We enca mped nea l' the H y-ns -k wa-hu -loos, about
half a mile fro m its mout h, tiuding' iurperfeet shel ter for ourselves be­
neath some low-gro wiu g poplars that bordered it s alkaline waters. The
firs t sage-brus h was observed to -day, with scautv tiiu b er, the creek
borders being, ho wever . den sely gro wn with sma ll poplar, birch, and
willow. Bunch-grass Ul'01l the hill silll.'s aiul ill t he valley at this point,
while uiore than snfticienr for the animals, was not :;0 plentiful as there­
tofore, The valley, as we viewed it under a t ro pica l sun, the thermom­
eter reading 1O.i :J in t he shade , wa s neither pk-asuut to the eve 1101'

see mingly over- frui t fu l, To the west were lofty, barron, uncauuy
hills, with here mill there a st unted ;\-e11O\y pine. 1 had hop ed to halt
here for the IHU') lO:';e of more careful observations, bu t , owing to the
many discomfort s for mau a ud beast, con cluded to make a n earl y s tar t in
the morning.

Previ ou s to th e cha nge of plan, all aged Indian, who brought us new
potatoes from his ranch two mil es a way, a ud wh o see med an hones t
soul, "as engaged for a reasonabl« sum to take letters to Old Fort Col­
ville. 1 inquired of hiui diligently as to a possible trail (lue west to the
Methow, uud learned of oue that. led in the right direction. but was

-
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y ery rock y , obstr uc ted by fa llen timber, aud litt le U St'I1. T his info r ma ­
t.iou was a fte r wa rds co u tir med Ly ot lu-r Indians. "~ish i ll g- to spa n' Illy
train for the ina in object of the ex pe di t ion, a ud tlet'mill,:.;' d iscretion
t imely, J decided t o pa ss down t lu- Okiua k.uu for :30 or .J. (l miles to a
better path within t he k uuwledge of m,\' guide, hut he retofore lIUkllOWII
UpOI1 the maps. It proved a wist' resolve.

Seut L a F le ur to iuforui the old l ud iuu t'lIIl'lo'\','cl as courier of ,lU I'

c ha nge of pm'poRe, with ius t r ru-tions to foll ow us a day's man-h. a1\(1 at
d aybrea k Oil the Iuth of A ugu st , the t hermo nn-n-r rt' ;l,l ill ;":' K, P . hru ke
camp, and t hree-fonr ths of a mile below t he mour h of the Ilv-us -kwu ­
h a -loe s, crossed the sw ift . deep wa ters uf t lu- O k iu uk uu « to its western
.shore, Th e ri ve r wa s so r-Ir-ur th a t "'-"I',\' IH'hhl,' a 1011;":' its h,'d «ou ld he
distiuctl v seen. Althouah SO Ul(' t ru uhk- luul lu-r-n a l'pr{'ll enclc,l. and 1
h all, t ln-n -fore. se n t HI ,\' g ui(le a nd pa l'-1\. l'l' tln- ui uht prl'\'i ous to exactly
locate the ford, 1I 0 ca rgoes were wi-t a nd all la nd.-d Ilry -sllOd,excppt
L ie u teu u II t E a ck n«, whos« mule uu torru 11:1rvlv s tt u uh le rl oYer a bowld vr
ill t he centra l xt reuru.

'I'Iiree II lill's below the ford We CI'oss"l! a rapid t ribnturv 0 1' t lu- r iver,

' YmTI'u l' 1'I'e1~ , whose w a ter«, sli ;.dltly ulku lu u-. wel '(' (h 'l i;,,:'ln f lllly re­
fres hi llg a fter the warmer alii] l e~,.; gl' ll ll i llC tlow of rite I': ",a -ha-Ioos .

Up this t ri bu tary r a u the rl'Jlorlell r-ut -otf to the :\Ie t ho ,,', as was r-on­
firm ed hy a ll Indian wh » j oined n~ at t he c1'O,.;si llg 1'1'0111 h is rallch above,
He uccoi upuui-d Us 1'01' a mi ll' uloiur the 1'0al1. u rul , afte r a g ift of to,
baceo a u.l marches, ga lloped ho me war d wit h :l Slll il ill ;":' fa ele'. A s hort.
distance fro m Warren Creek we Jla s~e(l all 0111 dl'sC' l't eu cabin of log''' ,
where t he tra il a void ed a s Wl:' l' p illg hei ul of t lu- r iv«r, hy a cu t-o ff to
t o the r ight, a ud p erhaps five m iles 0'-e1' t he bl uffs . D es cending from
t he high lands, we ski r ted a xmall luke of :--tag lla ll t wa te r. ouv-tonrth of
a mile lou g b.y a thousaud feet wide, left by the overflow, a nd abound­
iug ill duck s, but ex ha liug' au iurolcra ble 0 4101'. O nce 1I10l'e ascend ing
the b luffs , we esca pell another co uxidvruble be nd. l' IlC:Ullpi llg for t he
ni ght hard by the r iver's bank. 1'1,(' lte i;":' :lt s 011 either side of Okiua­
kane, perhaps two thOll" :1.1111 feet uh ov« uud r i" illg 11'0111 ou e-third to
h alf a mile back from the wuu-r, are oft en \'I'ry abrup t, hil t covered
with hnuch-grass wherever ther e is s pace a lllullg t he stOIH':'.

The rock formation is gran ite. o r a bl uish -irruv color, uud the slopes,
almost like cauyou walls, a rc sprinkled wit h a seut n -red g l'Owt lt of 'yel­
low pines. In tlt e s tream itself. Ji)O feet h1'0:1I1 a t this pl ace, s wift, and
a ve raging ± feet deep, arc mall ." rh ickl v .wooded isla nds. Pl enty of
driftwood , alii} g rass al on g the "Lore.

The old Iurliau, faithful to hi s prom ise, left late ill the a ftern oon with
a t elegram a wl letters 1'0 1' Old Fort Colvi lle, «arefully l'h1l'ill p," them in a
t astefully omamented wall" t of fo;k ills . Before halJ(1ill g lliJII hi s l'ompeu­

-sat ion , I asked, t!lrou glt lll y iJlt l'l'preter-lIIo1'(~ t o ht'a r hi !'; aw.,we r tllan
to sat isfy douots, for !lis l'nt il'c lII<lUlI er wa s elof) uent of s illce r itJ-­
whether !le was an LOllest man ·~ 'Yith gTPut di g'uity, a mI ~o l1lt'th ing
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of an in jured look, be r eplied, " ::\le honest Indian. l\Ie afra id to do
wrong for fear some on e th ere," pointing upwards, " see me, and be
angry." Shaking hands with uncovered bead, he then mounted his
ponJ' , aud rode slowly away.

The uext day, August 11, we remained in camp as several of the
aparajos needed restuffin g". Suitable grass about a mile back on the
trail was carefully dried in the sun and the refilling accomplished in
good order. F our Indians vi sited the camp and were giveu tobacco
and matches, for whi ch they seemed thankful. Haying been supplied
with fish-hooks, they soon returned with a string of excellent trout,
caugh t, they said, ill a creek euter iug the Okiuakane from the opposite
sid e, One, a tall, lithely-built young Indian, was a splendid specimen of
his race-with regular features, keen, handsome eyes, sound, white
teeth, flowing-bail', a nd broad, intellectual forehead. At five o'clock in
the morning of August I::?, the trail, a clear one, led us in sight of the
river and uy the margin of an extensive slough, About five miles on
our journey, crossing a some wh a t turbid creek, it quitted the river,
avoiding a long bend, and grad ua lly ascended to Pierce Prairie, a fine;
bunch-grass plain, six miles in length and four or five iu breadt h. De­
seendiug from this plateau by a narrow, winding canyon, we once more
struck the river, and, after a tiresome, somewhat perilous passage ov er
a j utting spur, or bl uff, of loose masses of sharp, broken rocks. where a
si ngle fal s e st ep would have precipitated horse or mule 4UO feet to the
water ben eath, skirted a sma ll circular lake, beautiful to the eye, but
very offensive to the n ostrils, being stag nan t , and evidently formed by
th e overflow, Upon its surface were thousands of ducks and wild geese.
Among the bushes aud reeds along its margin nests were observed,
marking it as their breeding pl ace, Just beyond, near a tine, st ron g
stream, cold and clear as cryst al, that went foaming to the Okinakane,
oyer a bed of smooth, white bowlders, camp was pitched after a march
of 15 miles, The stream was named Wilson Creek, in honor of au
unimportant, but very energe t ic, feat performed by our aCeOll1pall~'­

ing surgeon near its mouth. Lieuteuaut Backus had brought down
with Iris carbine a wild goose that fell into the s wift current, of
th e Okinakane dose by th e opposite shore. The doctor, nothing
daunted , resolved to rescu e the game already abandoned by the
hun ter. Hnsteuiug to a point nearly a mil e below, aIHI quickly throw­
ing aside hi s outer ga r ments, lie plunged into the flood, takiug a posi ­
tion , b.,- wading aud s wiunning, so accurately judged, that the prize
was seized on its IIOWII\\',\1'll " o,ra ge awl borne triumphantly to camp.
Whil« th is scene oCCUrl'l'11. Lieutenant Abercrombie, with a guide and
sma ll pack- tra in, was hailed on his wa~" up til e other bank, taking a
cen sus of the ludiaus, Jl08t ex celle-u t grazin g: lands were traversed
duriu g t he dav, with certain iudic.rt ions on th e hill sides of numerous
sp rings thu t si nk into the g round at this season before reaching the
level of t ln- pla in. where Iarge bauds of cattle were feeding.

•

-



11

The next morning, keeping the bank of the river for two miles, the
path swerved to the rig-ht up a narrow ravine to a grassy plateau-a
Backus prairie-six miles long and two broad at the wid est, bordered
on the west by lofty, rugged mountains, with sparsely timbered slopes .
About midway our path sk ir ted a fenced area belon ging to an Indian,
and planted with corn, oats, and potatoes. The ever-present bug had
made sad havoc with the latter. A perennial spring 011 the neighbor­
ing heights supplied water for irrigation. Descendiug rapidly -lOO feet,
we forded a good, s trong creek tributary to the Okiuakane, All Indian,
whose ranch it divides, informed us that it was the Con couuully. From
this creek to camp, nearly two miles, the trail traversed a large fenced
inclosure, tilled by Lap-a-loop, the Indian just referred to. Tents were
pitched bv the waters of Kate Creek, a purling stream that entered the
river half a mile below, Grass and wood not abundant, hut sage-urnsh
in profusion.

This ended onr journey by the Okinakane, for up this creek ran the
promised cut-off to the Methow, Lap-a-loop with three other Indians
paid us a visit, bringing- melons and green corn, of which we made a
feast. His arm was in a sling from the effects of a rattlesnake's bite Oil

the finger, reeei ved twelve days previous while reaping' oats. 'I'he
member was in a horribly di scolored state, ye t the okl mau eheerf ully ar­
gued tha t it was nearly well, his entire armand breast lin \-ing heen fear­
fully swollen. His little boy, he sorrowfully told us. IUlII died from a
similar wound. Dr. \Yilson kindly dressed th e hand, hesto cing a snpply
of bandages and soothing ointment, with instructions for future treat­
ment. I had a long talk with Lap-a-loop concer ning- his plans and
hopes for life, and lie expressed himself as well pleased to till the ground
ill pea ce; indeed, evinced an inten se desire to be in all regards like his
white brother: and no longer like a " coyote," as he styled the wander­
ing members of hi s tribe. upon reference to Chief Moses, he spoke
with evident regret and contempt of his worthless, gambling propen­
sities, and quarrelsome disposition while in his cups. There was ap­
parently little faith in the so-called chief. He could give me neither
the name nor abode of the agent, if there be one, never having seen
h,im. The just cou elusiou was that that official , comfortably housed at
a distance, has left the nation's wards to take care of them selves,

A herder in charge of the various hands of cat tle see II al ong' the way
informed us as Ill' passed that he was about to start with 3,000 head forThe
Dalles, whither he drove no le:-;:-: than 1,;')00 beeves each fall. It appeared,
upon inquiry of the Indian s, that for the past fifte en years :\Ioses has
farmed on t th e vullev to it man by the WtlIJ(~ uf :-:5nipe, at all annual
revenue of a dollar )IeI' head. TIJe doughty ch ief ha s thus realized
more than 810,000 ill cash, t o which he had , as I believ e, 110 legal claim,
every farthing of whi ch has doubtless been squandered ill gambling and
debauchery. This S U Ill , under an energetic, conscientious agent, might
lia ve been well expended in stocking the valley for the benefit of the
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tribe at large, and many a moving lodge thus converted into a perma­
n en t houie, where, as property is conservative, the inmates would have
b een lifted from the war-path forever. Instead, th e few scanty inclos­
ures, noorly fenced by unaided hands. have been overrun and iurpover­
ished to satisfy the beastlv appetites of a besotted, self-appointed chief.
Rations for ten days were left in charge of Lan-a-loop for the returning'
party.

l\1J- guide, La Fleur, frankly admittiug that he hall not been over
the shorter path siuce boyhood, and was. therefore, not quite sure of
the best camping-grounds, as a precaution 1 hired all Indian, Swa-n-lum­
to ueeompany W, as far as the }Iethmr.

August H. the trail hrouglit us after a h alf milt>u p the ri g-lit bank of
Kate Creek to a fine, rolling. b unch-grass plateau, Passing' an Indian
r a nch to. the left we crossed the h eal! of thl' creek where it is fed by nu­
merous awl ev er-flowing sp rin as that bring their almudauce from differ­
en t points of the compass ruuou g the hills , thux rapidly form ing a short
but consirlerahle stream. Thence to )Iorrow Pass. tIll' cro ssing of Gran­
ite Monutaiu, our path led in a sou t hwest er n direction through pleasant
glades of yellow p ine, carpeted with forest grass, with here and there
huge bowlders from t he neighboring' heights, The summit at )10rrow
Pass wa s ga ill('d b~' a se r ies of uatural terraces j oined hy steep slopes ,
becoming more narrow. and the slupes more ru gged a s the crest was
neared. Eaeh t errace, fr ee from underbrush. was in it self a charming
picture, with its park-like a rea of sc attered pines whose branches spread
a g rat efu l coolness athwart the trail, aud east synunetrical sha dows over
t h e fresh. bright grass that glowed in t he moruing sun.

CaJUp was made SOOll after the ascent of .(iranite Mount ain, bv the
ban ks of'Dowuing River that l'I111S southeasterly through a sruall Iake
some eight miles distant, according to our guide, reaching the Columbia
b et ween the Methow and the Okinakaue. TLe trail to this point. was
wi thal excellent. Deer, bear, and other grune uhouud ill this vicinity, I

but no fish were found ill the stream.
After a refreshing' night, W~ pursned a well-worn trail westward

alon g the hillsides, threading ill its course a grove of poplars one-third
of a mile ill width. Although no water was visible it could have been
easily obtained by diggin g, as indicated by dense willows in many
places. The drainage was apparently to the south. Leaviug the pop­
lar grove, we descended graduallv for about fiv e miles to Baldwin
Creek, a clear, cold stream. winding through Its thick shading of cot­
t on wood, aspeu, and balm trees , whose brilliant foliage, as seen in the
early lig-ht , with the nmsic uf its waters, seemed like a cheerful greet-. . . .
mg on our way. Along Baldwin Creek, that sinks to reappear a short
distance hefore its union with the Methow, we journeyed for four miles
when we quitted its banks for a shorter route, notieing two tributaries
t hat entered from the south. About three miles from the point of
divergence, the trail wound over projecting foot-hills covered with

----
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bunch-grass and a few, pines, until camp was chosen near the mouth of
Backus River, a strong tributary of the Methow, with abundant wood
and rich pasturage for the herd.

As one looks down from the commanding table-lands Up01l the Me­
thow Valley, a scene of peculiar loveliness is presented. Westward,
the mountains, thinly grown with yellow pine and fir, rise abruptly,
towering peak on peak, uuril, in the distance, their summits are clad in
perpetual snow. To the north and south are pictures of riyal beautv,
Far from our standpoint a jutting spur divides the prospect. Through
the midst of .each the )[ethuw, fringed with poplars, balms, and ever­
greens, winds its tortuous course as if reluctant to quit so fail' a laud­
seape. Here and there the stream emerges from its covert of green,
coyly displaying the charm of gliding waters, so clear that the smooth
granite bowlders beneath their surface 'ilia.\" he distinctly seen from the
distant heights. Outside its charms, the valley offers great attractions
as a place of abode, superior to those of the Okiuakaue, The soil is
fertile, and the climate, as claimed bv our Indian guide, is remarka hly
genial-snow rarely falling to a greater depth than twelve inches. In
inanyiustauces the foot-hill s terminate iu broad, level benches, rich in
bunch-grass and spreading far out into the valley at au elevation of
perhaps a hundred feet above the river. The streams, where beaver dams
are fr equent, throng with splendid trout (no les s than two hundred hav­
ing been caught during 0111' stay ), aIHI their banks with tufted grouse,
while thousands of de er are said to roam the fruitful uplands, The trail,
free from obstructions, broad, well-defined, and shorter by fifty miles
than that traced ou the maps, wa s far better and more direct than had
been anticipated; striking the .:\Iefhow some five miles below the mouth
of th e 'I'witsp, thus practically prolougiug our general due-west course
to the Souud.

Despite the troublesome mosquitoes. the next day, August 16, was
spent in camp to rest and graze the animals. Three men and a squaw
of the Chelan tribe visited us. anti to their manifest content were hos­
pitably treated. Discharging Illy guide from the Okinakane, one of them
was engaged to lead us to the head of Lake Chelan.

Refreshed after a day's rest, the train was ready for au (>arly start,
and passed briskly up the east bank of the Methow, about five miles to
its conflueuce with the Twitsp, where we forded the river, some 450 feet
wide, swift. and 3 feet deep. Three quarters of a mile farther west the­
trail carried us oyer the Twitsp, ~OO feet across.

The rock formation, thus far granitic, here changed to the meta­
morphie type with a decidedlv igneous fracture, and the first positive. , ~ ,
indications of mineral were observed, Rich deposits of gold are re-
ported higher up the )IetllOw and its tributaries.

Skirting the uortheru bank of the Twitsp a good trail oyer level, well
grassed plateaus brought us to au ice-cold stream from the northwest,
named ::\laleolm Creek, crossing which we climbed a rugged spur, and
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thence descended to the mouth of Celia Creek, where camp was selected
in the midst of a charming glade of yellow pines, resembling in many
features our first and well-remembered halt by the banks of the Sin­
pail-bu.

Tile trail during the day, excepting a few quite dangerous portions
around rocky points along tile steep hill-sides, was excellent. Indeed
the entire march was pleasant, at times romantic.

To tile south tile expansive slopes of the nearer hills were verdant
with forest grass among tile pines. At places the uplands receded
from the river, leaving beautiful, semicircular, lawn-like areas. To the
north the mountains, less prominent, were covered with fewer trees, but
plenty of bunch-grass, with now and then a jutting ledge to break the
monotony of the scene. .

Through notches in the hills, mauy a striking glimpse was had of the
loftj', inhospitable ranges to the south, mantled in their garments of
everlasting white.

While riding leisurely with my guide over a fine, grassy plateau, a
glance to the left revealed through one of these openings a picture of
such startling effect as to call forth an exclamation of surprise: two
friendly peaks, apparently thirty miles away-the one shaped like the
point of an egg, the other like a pyramid-c-lifted their snow-clad sum­
mits to the clouds. So grand and sudden was the vision, that I named
them Wonder Mountains on the spot. The blue of the distance framed
in the green and gold of the foreground completed a landscape worthy
of the highest efforts of the painter.

Westward in the direction of our trail another majestic prominence
of the Cascade Range appeared. Its vast proportions, sharply out­
lined. against the sky, assumed. to our eyes the form of some quaint tem­
ple of worship, with its painted gables, grained, dark-ribbed central
dome, and snow-covered roof. So close was the resemblance, that all
united. upon the name of Cathedral Mountain. With hopeful hearts we
left camp 011 the morning of August 18, over a well-traveled path that
skirted the northern fork of the Twitsp for seven miles, where we crossed
at its junction with the southern branch. Tracing the north bank of
the latter by au exceediugly obscure, difficult trail, over recent wind­
falls, huge moss-grown logs, masses of broken rocks from the adjacent
cliffs, through marshes and jungles of trailing alders, after a march of
seventeen weary miles we reached our camp near the summit of a high
divide. Without the Indian our journey would have been scarcely pos­
sible. After the passage of the 'I'witsp the course ran between lofty
mountains; those to the south, sloping to a stupendous height, being
very densely ·wooded with pines and firs; those to the north, precipit­
ous, less densely timbered, and crowned by forbidding crags of granite
rising to 3,000 feet above the stream. Often, for hundreds of yards,
the rocky debris accumulation of centuries rendered the passage both
arduous and dangerous for man or beast. The tents were pitched near
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the crest of the divide, 5,!)()0 feet above the sea level, in a small circular
basin, environed by granite peaks and ledges, where a branch of the
Twitsp takes its origin. The last mile of our march was 11\- a badlv ­
d efined zigzag path up a steep, grassy declivity, wher e tl;e anilll,;ls
found great trouble in securing a foothold. A backward glance at the
depth below, with a lifting of the eyes to the dizzy slopes beyond, was
calculated to cause the firmest head to reel. At the foot of the ascent
I came, wi til my Indian guide, upon au 0111 miner and his vounuer com-. "..

rade, who begged for a little flour, of which they were nearly destitute,
in exchange for a shoulder of mountain goat. TIle request was granted,
much to their relief, and thenceforth they clung to us for companion ­
ship to the top of the main cascades, where bewildermeut and the loss
of their strongest pack-horse down the iuountain turned them home­
wards, a discouraged and disappointed pail'. Just where I came upon
them, as too late appeared, should han been our resting IIIace for the
night. Instead, alone with Swa -u-lum, and anxious to accomplish atl

much distance as possible, anticipating a pleasant catupiug-gronnd at
the summit, I uttered th e word Klat-a-wa, almost th e only jargon at
command, and we hurried on. It IH'O\'ed a day's march out of our way.

A gray-haired Indian, of the Chelan tribe, who seemed proud of the
title "Captain Jim," accompanied the miners as a guid«.

The incident is mentioned for tile reason that from these wanderers
th e first intimation was gained of two heads to Lake Chelan. which was
afterwards from undeniable proofs and the testimouy of our guide found
to be tile truth. The elder of the two claimed that he had lived thirty ­
two years ill the hills, and had spent tile last seveu summers in search
of a rather legendary mountain of golden quartz. He confident ially
informed me, ill tile thankfulness of his heart, that from significant
hints awl certain land-marks the wav was at last sure to untold wealth,
IH'omisillg" a speedy reward for my kindness. Alas. for his golden
dreams whose realization was missed bj- less than a hundred rods! A
dispnte iu their native tongue between our own Iudiau and Captain
"Jim " coneeruing the trail, as was afterwards learned, caused some
surprise but blissfullv icrnol'ant at the time, we euioved a eomfortable" oJ ~ . • •

night, and in the morning went cheerfully on our jouruey, little dream-
iug of the treacherous path ahead.

The "captain," who had evident ly eonceived a Iiking, approached
j ust before starting and begged me not to be angry should a mule "ma­
me-loos," or die, that day.

For half a mile after leadug the basin camp we climbed til e divide
1,i>00 feet above, If there was ever a trail that way all trace had dis­
appeared, and tile ascent was laborious even for a strong man sup­
ported by a staff.

The last 2UU yards, over loose, yielding rocks, really to slip at the
slightest pressure, offered dangerous footing for the already weary ani ­
mals. Ooe pony and a urule, unable to keep their equilibrium, rolled
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hr-adl ou e' rlowu the steep, ln udi ug among t he jag'get] g ra n ite fra gmen ts
belo w. ""The sisrht of their helpl ess. str uggli ug bodie s bounding in the

~ .. .
air was pi tiful. Thou gb not k ill ed ontrigllt, t he mjurres were so seri-
ous as tu warrant t heir ubuudoumeut after rem oving p acks and apare­
ios. Tw o other a nima ls ro lled sen'ra l hnudred feet, but a fte r des per­
'ate efforts recovered t he tuselves. I subseq neutly agreed with "Captain
.I im ' to look after the deserted horse a nd mule, P ossibly t he sergea nt
in charge of the rerurniug por t ion of tht:' ex ped ition recovered them at
the old man's r a ur-h on the way ba ck t o Co lville.

A tra il was prepa red II OWll the wester n slope, other wise too danger­
ous for t he t ra in, aud cro8sillg' a high S pil l' to the south we ascended,
aft er two mill'S. a secou rl d ivide, a short di s t auce b eyond which, our
g'uide being unable to discover t he path. camp was made near some
1Il0111lwin spl'in;::'s with plent v of grass. W a ter fro ze t o the thickness
of half an inch d ur ing the nigh t. At eig:ll t o'cloek the followin g da v,
as eeudiu jr a low ri dge and leaving a s ma ll ro und lake of melted sn ow
t o the left. a ft er a march of OUe mile I reach ed with m y Iurliuu g.'uide
the 811 \1 l1 l1i t of t h(>pass that overlooks the heall of Lake; C lwla ll. A s r
j!:lzed westward fro m a height of n.S50 feet a bove the sea. a ud .:;,800
fl'ct above the lake, a scene of remarkable gra lltlt' n r was p resented .
T o the south uud west were the ru gged peaks of the Cascade )Iouu t ·
aim; covered with everla sti ng snow. At our teet reposed Chelan, in
color l ike all artificial lake of t hick pla te glass, while Pi erce River
brought its cla v-ti uted waters with ui uuv a windi ng d owu the narrow
ca uyon that opellt:'11 to the nort h. S o p ain ter co uld place the d ew ou
ca nvas and be believed.

I t had been my iuteu riou t o t ur n hack a p ortion of onr t ra in from the
lake, but as t l lt~ descen t from this point seemed perilous, a nd the fur­
t he r necessi ty for so large a n outfit not apparent, a halt was ordered
at l ite foo t uf tht:' r ise and the division co mp leted there.

Leaving three men fro m Colville in ca mp as herders near the snow
lake j us t mentioned. where was excellen t gTazillg , with instructions to
awa it the rematnder or tue rratn, we begau the wearisome descent of
oyer three hours, to Lake Chela n, by a zigza g path along the hack of a
narrow, r ugge d spur . After 9 miles, knee deep ill dust like ashes filled
with sharp fra grueu ts of ro ck , a nd co ns ta nt lv threatened bv bowlders
t umbling from above, the a lmost perpendicular s lope wa s accomplis hed .

R ea ch ing' th e cauyo u bott om, camp was made fin' the lack of a bette r
pl ace, on a sand ba r om' wile from the month of Pierce Ri ver, \Ve
were eompf!lled t o 81:' II cl t he nnimal- so me di stance Lack for g rass .
This head of Che lan, e videut ly unknown except t o Indians, and po ssi­
bly a few old ruiners. bears no likeness in anv feature to that described
by Colone l Merrium and ot lu..rs, Til e head ,: itsited by them is believed
t o bt>~o mil es to the south, beyond au iuipassah la range, and iuto it the
Stu -he-kiu Ri ver flows . A 1'('connoi ssHnce in that direction will estaL­
lish the eOITed UeS8 of th is co uc lus iou , and theu cetortb give the lake an

c
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Hltirt'I~" different form from that upon t lu- maps. Th« pvvulin r 1'lIl1l'm -­

Jllation of the mountain spurs halo; donhtless :'lll coneealt'd t lIP d iH'I' '''I'll t '\~

of the newly discovered ann, that tllOl'ie passillg' ill hoats hu vr- dt~'lIll' \U
it but a simple imleutatiou of the shore.

For a mile above the outlet, and on either sille of Ph'n't' J:i n 'l'. is :1.:

dellse jungle of cottonwoods, willows, tirs, and Illllh·l'hl'lIsh. with fn' ­
quent lagoons cOYlfred h~" a II 11 lmu st tropical gTowtl1 or I'II /'ih g"1";tSS_
ferns, and other Ill<u'sh,\' n 'g'l'tatioll t hrough th e mutn-d wind tal! u t
ag'I'S, all impouetrable harru-r ag'aillst allY a p proa l'i l to t his hPHd uf t h.....
Jak e except by water.

Following a most iIllJIt'I'ft·et rrail, 0\'1'1' a J'I'tCIltJ,Y iuuuduted IIIITTOll~

Ilt'lhwly grown with uuderlu-ush iu ter wov e n with eou uf less tu lh-n tres» ,
\ U ' I'allll' the II1'x1 morniuu to a 1' \'Ppk, fluwing' from till' nort lu -us t tn't' ;"
a hell of llng(' grauit« bowlder», Two s imilar I'itri: <lIIl S IW('lIlTt'lt ,l mill~ ,

th e 1'i 1l ee (~ l' l1 i ll g mill" nu rl a half. Ueyond tht'st, for 1'0111' IIliles P 1.• r. pa t'hl
Jed t hroujrh t hieket» and 11\' , ,1' IllaSSl'S of rocks, with III1IY u nrl t lll' u :i!

wa ter y sJollg:lt, ill one of wh ich a )lOllY wa s hadl~' urin-r]. Fill" "'11 111' dis.
taut\' the Jla~sagl' was cut t11 1'Ong-I1 a cotron wood sw ai llp, A hu lt wa -;
11\'(11' 11'11 for the lIi:.,dlt Oll a ;;TlISSY ,.:10 )11" a fl'\\ roll s from III .· l" i \ "l'l" _~ ha a k ..

Dui-i 1Ig' the day a majrui fic(' 11 t cusca rle tl. our rigll r. 1111 111;1- ( 'I 'l' l' k . , \\ i l it,
a sltel'r nil broken fall of :,00 fp(' (, «a lled forth (·xJII'l'...;s i o i l S o f :1111 11 ic
rati on . TIu- entire dl'St'l 'lIT of wa t er . a hroarl s he ('t. iuv lu d ii u; t lu ­
initial rapids, is 1I0 less tha n ....iO fpet, Th e I'anyoll walls, 1Ip(\\ t'('1\ \\'hi d t·
P ierce Hin·r tilllls it s ,,"ny, a re of gT a ,\ ' g ra ni t e, cXI'I·" ll in l..d,\" l'n.!.!. ;.! t'd <lil t !'

Iorbiddiug', ri sing' to a height nf "',000 fei-t uhovr- tlll' strr-a iu. with :\1

sca tter ed growth of s run n -d til'S, )Innlltaiu g flats Jillt! l'a sl u rp :l1 l1Oll g

t lie cli ffs .
, The river abounds ill lnsrv trout, ;,,-pr a g'illg' a pound 's \\,pigll t. 111111I­

bpl's of which were eanglu. There Iwing' g'floll g'rass, uurl till' a lli llla l",.

tired and foot sore. August :!:! was spellt ill «atup.
Ang-ust ~3, the trail. quit« indistiuet , k ep t t lu- north bunk of the ri , I' )',..

passillg Aglles Creek tliut «n te red from tilt' south wr-st : t he pa th ,!.!.TN\\'­
iug 11I01'1' and more l)USCllI'(' h ,Y r eason of roc k y sl'al'ps a w l ci(·lIst· IIl1th 'I' "
growth where it hugged the stream. _\ Io;('('JI( li ng a short hilt I'ug-gl'cf;
Sp ill', we rounded a beautiful Iak«, a thousand f('et in h'lIg-tlt and w id t h ;

ft'" h,\' mountain spring's. and having its outlet into Pi erce lt iver.
After 1..1 mill'S. a comtortuhle «a m p was 10 111 111 nr-u r flu' junct ion Il l '

Backus nud Symon':" Forks.
Xill e spriug~, heading from tIl e ca ny on :-;i lle s, allll fO l'lIIill g I'l'l' l;ld t' r ".,

ere the~" readIed tLe riYer, were oLseryec1 (lnril lg tIll ' Ilay. TillllH~ ~

pal'5se<l ,,"as (~Liefty ,Yellow pine and eedar.
Soou after Lreaking' camJl tLe d a y foll owing. ,, -e forl1t 'd Baekl\:-l' FHl'(, ~

a strong , tllrlmlent stream till ed with larg e, SUl ooth . g-ra lli t ,· howll1,.]':-; _
At all earlier or later seal'ion the cl'o ssing- would bl! <1anf!rrons, if lI l\~

i Jllpossi ble .
SflO]--:!
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.Jlist above the ford was a rude bridge of drift-logs, joined with strip»
of cedar-hark, and ballasted with stones. built by the Indians, ant1
doubtless oftell used u.'- tlu-m instead of risking the formidable current.

Fur eight miles a wretched foot-path led us up th e right hank of Sy_
ilion 's Fork, where we passed its rapid waters, 100 feet to the other
I'itle. Powerful springs and creeklet s were seen at brief intervals on
t he march flowing into the main stream . ,.

Through almost impenetrable underbrush and swa mpy areas, th e
pack-train toi led and floundered, the trail growing worse and worse as
the 11ll,\' advanced. Often, h,\- reason of fall en logs and other obstruc­
t ions , progress was alone made by taking the actual bed of the creek.
A t the end of 1~ miles, an iud ifferent camp, with no grass, was chosen;
deeming it uu wise, without rest , to attempt t he fina l ascent of the Cas­
cades in the weary, toot-sore condition of the animals , 1110St of whom
were uushorl .

Making with lily topographical assistant a 1110St fortunate (as resulted )
a nd early start the next daS, ill advance of the train, I began tile pas­
sage of the main Cascades . The tiresome, zigzag trail seemed inter­
minable. Midwav, 011 g'lauci1lg upward, I sa w the old miner hastening
dOWII the steep with a look of utter discouragement upon his face.
r pon inquiry, he advised me with great ea ruestness to return; sa ~' i ll l!

that the ascent was impossible for packs, that his best horse lnul tumbled
from th e «liffs ah ead, its hotly lyiug in the brush close by, with two
others probably lost hy Indians, g iviug ample proof. aIHI that alto­
g l'ther th e summit was a strange, iuhospitabl e place. 1t. forcibly recalled
r hat pussage ill Bunyan's inimitable allegory, where the ti morous pil­
gri m meets Christ ian on his wa,\' up th e hili Diftlculty.

Shaking- hands with the 0111 man, who hade me a sorrowful farewell,
, Ind soudiug ha ck word for the train to come on, WI' gained the height
without mishap, the last few hundred feet becoming exceediuglv trench ­
erous by reason of a sleety shower.

Amon g the rocks of a heathery ridge, ben eath the sloping bra nches of
some mou ntai n til'S that furni shed slight protection from the miuglerl
snow and rain, we found hut. l\Ieager comfort in anxious waiting Ly a
s mouldering' fire. Lieutenant Backus and 1>1'. Wilson S001l nrrivr-rl.
.:\ fter cheerless hours, La Fleur ;\11(1 th e packer reported it impossible
ttl get the train up th e boggy, slippery ascent, made ten-fold more urdu ­
ou s 1Iy the falling ~l et .. t , several mules havin g rolled. after repeu ted
effor ts, with th eir ca rgoes .

..:\ 8 the afternoon was \lOW far advanced, nothiug remained but to
se nd th e animals Lack to our recent. ca mp, bivouac for tile uigut , aIHI
hope for fairer weather. Sel ecting a more sheltered spot ben eath a
group of somber HI'S, a fire of wet wood was with llifticulty kindled ,
and amidst the gloom of the present and the uncertaiuties of the fut ure
we discoursed the prospects of au' uncomfortable ni ght. Meanwhile ,
Backus, with habitual energy and unselfishness, 11<HI examined the

~------
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region ahead. Returning late ill the evening, drenched from head to
foot, h e reported a s mall grassy prairie som e distance beyond, hut I'X­
pressed fears of a precarious, if not wholly impracticable, path !loWII the
mountain to the west. P eering into the depths in that direction COli­

cealed by impenetrable mist, it seemed, as he said, lik e the descent til
the infernal regions. It being- too dark to venture to tile little prairie
with th e ponies, they were left to shiver supperless till moruiug. A por­
tion of the cargoes having be en brought up by hanrl, after a scanty meal
of bread and snow water, with our hacks partially sc reened from the
blasts b~- a shelter-tent stretched between two trees, awl our feet to tlu­
fire, we prepared for the dreary hours. The sleet continuing, and tlu­
bundles already saturated, few blankets were spread. Duriujr the night
tile sl eet became snow, and, what with the weirdlike darkness, the
thunder of falling masses of ice into the neighboring canyons, the cease­
less roar of the torrents, and the howling of the wind, the sitnation was
rendered dismal beyond description. Daybreak found us astir, the
sleet~· storm still falling on the desolate scene. Oue of our Humbel' was
sent back for a coffee-pot and rations, while the remainder of the party,
patiently expecting a breakfast, long. deferred, fostered their hopeful­
ness b~T the cheerless fire. The ponies in the mean time were taken to
th eir much-needed repast on the little prairie, to whi ch a trail was cur-

Breakfast over, the question of ad va nce or return was formally sub­
mitted, all, with one except ion, votiug' more or less decid edly for the
latter. Ahead were uncertainty, probable difficulties, and a speetl~­

journey home; behiud, assurance, well -remembered ob stacles, but a far
longer road to travel. I decided to continue westward , and the ueces­
sary orders were g:iVf>ll for a division of the train, all hut three euyuses ,
lnckily gotten to the suuunit before the storm , l.eing sent back under­
Sergea nt Doyle and the packer, who bad fnll instructions to gather up the
animals and property left near Lake Chelan, aurl proceed hy the short est
route to Colvill e.

The work of refitting occupied several hours, every pound of haggage,
up or down the mountain, having to lx- packed h~- hand; one man,
Alford, who had gin~ll his voice to go forward, making 110 It'i'S th:111 six
trips over the now formidable trail. Late in the afternoon the 1H bor was
completed, and with two packs and a saddle-horse, rcga,rtlll'ss of a
thorouuh drenchiua camp was 1I10\"l'tl a half mile nearer the actualn ~,

snunnir. The change was surely a wise one, for, as the rlurkuess dnsl'tl
arouml us that night, all were in better spirits. Our pnsit.iou, too, \\",IS

more sheltered than on th e previous evening; Close lIy were the ('111 ­

bel'S of th e last camp-fire made hy the old min er; from which. throw,
ing away shovel and frying-pan, he had hurried past us 011 tI .... hack­
ward t ra il. Familiar.with the approach from th e west.lw had ev itlent ly
failed to recognize the locality from the east. Satnre, too, clad ill IIis­
solving" SHOWS, had doubtless ehauged her robes. The next Ila.,'. us the
expedition descended from the summit, floating spel·illll'lIS of rot ten



,
II

ri
.i!

,:.,.

.,
t

· f

20

<lll1.artz, rich ill g-old, were found along the trail, while extensive crop­
~.i\lgs were seen high up the mountain to our right. Surely the Eldo­
;r.Hlo of the old man's dreams.

'I'he next morning a glorious sun illumined the surrounding peaks.
J~jg-ht in number, bidding farewell to gloom and the place of our dis­
comforts, we soon gained the crest of the pass, 5,0;;0 feet above sea­
Level, over a snow-bank one-fourth of a mile ill width, The prospect to
the west, glowing in the sunlight, was 1I0W robbed of its fogg:r terrors.
The pass i~ low and comparatively easy of approach from the east, but
westward the descent is at first rapid and precarious. Packs were re­
anoved, am] the animals led down the steepest part. Abor'i rlf a milo
<of loose rocks, with an equal breadth of snow, was then traversed,
'When tho path wound its uncertain way for three miles through an en­
tangled growth of trailing' alders over seven feet high, emerging from
~wbich we caine upon the margin of a creek, in and out of whose waters
the footway led us blindly 101' a considerable distance>.

Through gTO\-eS of gigantic cedars, often 40 feet ill circumfereuce,
....'llth frequent patches of bewildering fern and devil-dub, the journey
b ro ug h t us past a powerful waterfall from the canyon walls to the track
tlf an avalanche 30n yards wide, and plainly visible from its starting
~l(~ut, perhaps 4-,000 feet above us to the rig-ht. Xo sturdy lumbermen
ll'ould have cleared the densely-wooded slope more couipletely, for not
~ :t1"ee 01' shrub was left standing.

lYe encamped close by the stream, DOW assuming large proportions,
~ n the midst of a forest of white pines, red firs, and cottonwoods. This
B10l <..ertainly one of the most magnificently timbered regions in the world ,
tr.lie pines towering above our heads, large, straight, and without a knot
::for perhaps a hundred feet.

As the maps from Lake Chelan had been declared erroneous, we were
s n grave uncertainty as to the stream that had been followed during
'lIht" (lay. It was believed to be the Cas(:adeRh-er, and this proved to
lb.,. tIl(' case.

The next day, full of euconragement, we crossed the river, and through
;,l 11 almost intermiuahln forest of' cedar, pine, and fir traced its aeueral. , b

<i. 'l>.lu rse in a southwestern direction, climbing the bluffs at every mile to
t '~lpe the windfalls and other impediments. 'I'lre trail, as a eonse­
,,)\1e1lce', was exceedingly serpentine and difficult to meander in all its '
~. -o nutless beari ngs.

After seven miles the river made a sweeping bend to the northwest,
:' ]te path crossing; it tlniee ; the third time,jnst at the dose of' our day's
1 1';1\-el, after a march of Hi miles. As on tile previous night, no grass
was found for the animals, and they therefore nibbled an insufficient
IlIleal of shrubs aud moss. Our own rations of coffee, flour, and a little
!.mcon, were also carefully husbanded.

. August 2!l. Taking a northerly course for half a mile, and leaving a:
lucturesque water-full upon our right, we kept well up the slopes of the
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ca nvun over numberless fallen trees, the ax being in constant reqiusr­
tiou. A t. the end of seven miles the river's bank was again reached.
'I'hence the trail threaded the narrow bottom-land, crossing a large
creek. 1.,0 feet ill width, and flowing from the north west. A halt for
the night was made beneath some moss-grown Oregon maples that
iSLad,-d an old Indian camp. A mile below, toe canyon walls closed rap­
idly. anrl the sound of broken waters was distinctly heard, strength­
eninu our belief that we were following the Cascade River. At this
point the stream is not less than 300 feet across, with a swift, deep,
steadv current. Near its bank lay two log canoes, indicating naviga­
ble water above. Their presence was hailed as a good omen, promis­
ing a like conveyance when we should happily reach the Skagit to take
118 to the souud. The march of over 11 miles was through a thick for,
est (If splendid cedars, pines, and cottonwoods, from which we only
(>mfo1';.tl·,l at the Indium camp.

C rossing a large creek just after leaving camp the next moruiug, we
diml!!'tl the bluffs to pass the river cascades. So st('t'P was the ascent
of l.:!OO feet , that the ponies, in their weakened condition, ha viru; had
no g:rass since quitting the summit, could barely accomplish the task.
even with the then much-Iightened packs. After eight toilsome miles of
upland travel, the trails suddenly ended at a fording of till' river, and
a g-lalH'l> at the swift, broad, turbulent stream, that went whirling awl
foarniug over the granite bowlders, brought us to a stand-still,

2\1;-- gnidt,. La Fleur, mounting the strongest horse. crossed overv-and
SOOll relieved all doubts as to a trail upon the opposite side. Anxious
to U ~<.· all prudence, however, and hoping to fiud canoes without ven­
turing til e dangerous current, 1 then sent him in sNlrch of all Indian
ranch. located, according to Major Babbitt, on the north bank of Cas­
('~Hl,· River, near its month. Meantime, Backus. with others of t Iw
parrv. «limbed the mountain awl gatherpd gras:-; r-uough among the
cliff» to g'iYe the animals a much needed arnl abundant feed. Late ill
the a fternoon the guide returned, reportiua no sigH of a trail 01' Indian

. rum-h. As a move over the river was then out of the qusst iou, camp
wa- ordered, and after a scauty supper of bread and coff('e \VI' spread
0111' blankets for the night.

1', ; form a foot-bridge whereby to avoid the dangers of th e streiuu, and
at tlu- same time lessen the burdens of the animal", 1 sent La Fleu r
at daylight to tell a tall pine that stood near the opposite bnuk, und
had been selected for the purpose the evening hefor«. Witl: but 0111',

dull axe this was soon found to be a forenoon's labor. Tillie heilig tOil
precious, I at ouee decided to attempt the fording, which was happily
'l/'l.'olllplished by tell o'clock: the two strongest ponies making: lIU less
than twelve trips each. During the passage Lieutenant Backus awl
the guide narrowly escaped drowniug : the latter with his horse lwillg'
carried down the stream to the deeper and more furious waters, where
bo th were for a moment overwhelmed. Compelled to abandon the pOlly
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to its own sal vation.wi th perfect presence of mind, the courugeou ~ TIl it II

at last gained the short', drenched and chilled by the icy flood. The
ford, at au)' time perilous, would be impassable at a hig-her stag-e of
water. All safely lauded, and the cargoes repacked, we pursued a
rather bewildering trail tor four miles along the south bank of the river,
when one of its loops was passed by swimming the animals unrl carrv­
illg' the baggage over by a bridge of logs. Trees were felled across th e
strenm to keep the ponies in their weak condition from being swept
awav by the current.

.:\ ft er half a mile through a dense unrk-rbrush, we once more eutur­
III)(HI the main stream below the cascades, where a crossiug hocaun­
necessary, and the packs were again removed, The water being less
turbulent the fording was safe and easy, aud onr last camp outside tlu ­
limits of civilization was selected un the other shore.

•Judging that, if on the Cascade Hi ver, we 1I111st be near its 111011t h ,
and urged by au almost providential anxiety. I sent Backus with t ll l'
guide, after a hasty dinner, to search for Indians, and, if found, to make
arrangements for our journey (10WII the Skagit. The result of t ln-ir
mission was a waited with more than dun btful hearts. A t the end III'
two hours, however, success was announced, and for a time the wel k in
rang- with cheers. Upou reaching the mouth of the river (now known
to bv the Cascade) they had disco vered a summer lodge, beyond the
~kagit, occupied with their families by a .~Ta ;\-- hai red Indian and h is
sou, Hearing the call, the old man aIHI his wife crossed O\-PI'~ and as La
Fleur could fortunately speak the langnagc' tlneutlv, :1Il agreement wa~
sllon made to bring two canoes, their oulv ones, to our ('alllping' p];wc
at daybreak, where a tinul bargain might he cousuunnured. Tht',\" r e ­
fl1sp!l at first to believe that we hall arrived from t lu- summit, the 0111
rnuu, apparently 70 yenr« of age, claiming' that lit, had uever l,;tW !I a
whitt- mall go or come that way, a ml that it was impossible for any on e
hilt an Indian to k.x-p the trail. They also saitl that. a winter's sllJll'l,"
of suhnou laid ill, tht',\" had iureuderl to quit their n-mporurv lCld~'e

and go (10\\'11 tlu- river cur lv the next morning. Had we therefore fa iled ,
to send that uight, or been dclayell :!-l hours on our journey, au insecurv
raft, 011 all unknown rapid river filled with suuus would have beeII 11111'

~ ,
\lilly recourse. Good fortune somewhat disturbed our dreams.

...\t da'yli;.dlt, true to promise, the welcome Canol'S appeared, and att4'l'
sonu- preliminarv talk, the three ponies, 110 lonaer valuable to either
t he g'O\'cTllnu'lIt 01' to us, inasmuch as they had to be a bundoned. wen'
exr-hauged for a rille to the nearest steamboat. Hastily adjusr itur rlu-

'I. , • ~

hagg'agl', we boarded our hollow log"s, and with an Indian at stew and
1'1"1'11 lwgan tho homeward voyage, As we passed the summer Iodge,
t lu- burk inu of a dozen wolfish dogs aave rude areetinu Ull our wav.e- ~ ~ 'I.

The journey of GO or iO miles down the Skagit ill the swiftly-g'li<1illg
,"aIlOl'l'. tbouuh at times exciting by reason of the rapids, will be long
and plvasan t ly n'lIlplI\hen'd. Froerl of t lu- I1l1sigllll,Y drift -Irurs that ma r
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its banks, the Skagit is a beautiful stream, often reminding the traveler
of some eharruing tree-fringed river ill New England.

_\.t sundown we reached f::;terling, a mere logging- camp, with two
sh anries and a saloon. After our half rations for a week. a bountiful
snpl'er, hastily prepared by tile red-shirred landlord, was eaten with a
ravenous appetite, and camp was pitched among the stumps. A dense
fog in the morning delayed us until nine o'clock, WIleIJ it lifted, and we
SOOI1 landed at ::\lount Vernon, about 12 miles below, to await the COlli­

iug' of the steamer .Iosephine, Tuesday, September 5.
Beyond the crossing of the Twitsp, the route passed over from Col­

vill e to the ~o\U1d could in 110 wise be recommended, nor is there, in my
j udgment, likely to arise any military necessity for its use west of that
p oint. A small force in the Okinakane and .:\fetbow Valleys would
dose the trails: and effeetnally separate the Indian tribes.

This recounaissauee of 2B.i miles, through a territory never before
tra versed h~- white meu, will, I trust, add to a correct uuderstandiug
of t he geography of the c01111try and perchance attract attention to fer ­
tilt: l't~gions and pleasant landscapes hitherto unknown.

Hduruing once more to th e old miner, I would simply record his state­
m--nt . confidently made, of a pass through the Cascade Itange where
the creeks, heading close together, practically sever the monutuin.
thus forming a natural road wav with a grade of less than fift.;\- feet to
r lw mile. TIle pass is believed to opeu 1I01'th of our line of travel, and to
h e the gateway to om' of the fi nest harbors OIl Puget Sound.

I n conclusion, permit me to, ill vite the department commander's favor­
able notice to Lieutenant Backns, of the First Cavalry, who rendered
cons tant and untiring aid, and whose knowledge of woodcraft, joined
wiru great energy a nd en thusiasui, 1iroved of unfailing. service. Dr.
\Y ilson , lily aecoiupanyiug s urgeon , also deserves much credit for sterl ­
in;! qualities as a companion under difficulties and fin' careful attention
tfl t he health of the command,

W h ile all the enlisted men were worthy aIHI efticienr, I :1I1l con ­
strained to accord special praises to Prinoipal Musician Alford, Twen tv ­
nrst Iufautry, and Sel'gwlnt Doyle and Private (;rey, Second l.nfantrv .

Too mtu-h COlli meuda tiou va1lI1Ot he bestowed upon A lfrerl Downing,
who IUHl in charge the topographical work of the ex ped ition. The
beau t iful map aecourpauyiug thi s report was tr:l('cd hy him, and give»
auiplc proof both of the accuracy of his observations and his talents
us a draftsman. His sketches taken during the trip are perfect trans ­
cripts from uature so far as the pellcil could make them. Always
cheer ful, modest, and devoted to hi s profession, be won th e friendship
and esteem of the entire eornmand. An itinerary is appeIHlell.

I am, sir. yerJ' respectfully, J-our obedientsernlllt,
, . H. 11. PIE1Wg,

First Lieutenant and AfUutauf Tlrfl/ty/ir.~t b~/(tltfr,ll.

ASSISTA:XT AD.JL'TANT-GENERAL,

Department of the Columbia.
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[ First i udnrseun -ur . "]

H EA])I ~ 1 · ARTlm8 1)E l'AH 1'3[EK1' OF THE COLF) !H U,

r anC01Il:er Barrack» , II"as h. Ter.. Sep tember :!.i, I ~"';2 .

l~ l'spedflllly for warded to d ivision lieadq uurters, in vi t iug specia l a t ­
te ntion to the Inclosed report of F irst Lieut. H. H . Pierce, T wenty­
first In fantry.

Lieutenant P ierce is entit led to mu ch cred it for t he eflie ieut ma nner
in wh ich he performed this d uty anti in ob tai ning va luable iu to rru a rion
rvgurdi ng sec tions of country b ut Iittle k nown .

XE LSOX A . MILEf'.
Bri!/adirr- Ueil etal, e mil 111 a il tI 'i II fT.

[Sec ond i 1Il10n;Cm "1It.]

llE ADQl'AR TERS l\IILI'l'ARY J)IY J ~IO~ (II-' T HE P ACIF IC.

T)resit1'io of San Francisco, ou.. No rember IO. ] ';.-I~.

Respec t fully referred to t he engineer officl'r headquarters 3I ili tin 'y .
1)iyision of the P acific for Lis information . P ape rs to be ret ur ned .
n~· vonunru ul of Major-General Schofie ld :

.1. C. KELT :X.
A ,..sista fit . 1tl jut«ut- (;ciI !' r a l.



[Th irr l indorseuu -ur,"]

B~Gl~Elm ()PI·'le}:.

HEAl)(,~ rAR'I'ERS 1IILI'l'AR Y I )lYI:-:ION OF Til E PACIFIC,
Presidio (~t" San Francia-o, t'«!.• SO f('mba :.!:.!, I~8~.

Hespectfully retur ned to tilt' a ss is tan t adjuta nt g"t'lll'raI tlll'sl' head­
quarters. Contents noted, :-11 111 four phntogrupl, ('opit·s of sketr-h-rua p
of ronte inelosed.

\Y. A.•/O~E:::;,
Jfnj"r I!( fJlI!lillt>CJ"s.

[ Funrt 11 in dorse uu-ut . J

AEADI.,ll"AR'I'ER ::; .M ILI T AR Y DIYI SIO~ O}' TilE \' /\( 'I FII ',

T'resitl io of 8all Francisco, ( 'at ., IJ c(,(!IIIIIf'I',t, 1,",S:!.

Respectfullv forward ed to the Adjntant-Gen eral United ~t.ates Army.
,I. :\1. ~CHOFIELI).

JIt~i()l '- (lener«l, ( 'ollll1lftntlilt!l.

[Fi ft h inrlnrsr- uu-ut. ]

H E ADC!l" AHTER:-: 111" TH E .AIDI Y,

W{(.~ltinfltoll , December H, ISH:!.

Respectfully submitted to t he Hun . ::5l'I:!'cta ry of " 'al, lllldsillg: till'
publication of this report, aIHI es pl' (:ia lly of rlu- map whi ch accompa ,
nies it.

Bnt little is known of the region of ( ~olllJtr." hpt WN'Il th e l ' pper Co­
lumbia and Puget Sound. Further «xplorafiou x will hI:' nuule, und pub­
lication of the inforuratiou gained should he made, as it is to th e nn­
tioual interest that th e timber and mineral» of that l't'g-ion should be
brough t wit h in t he rea ch of the emiara utx who will thl'Oll g to Oregon
and W ashington Territorv a ~ soon as till ' Northern Pu cifi« I:ailJ'oal1 is
comple ted .

Indeed, a railroad from Lak« P eu.l In )n'i\l e to I'uget Sound, as far
north as Belli ngham Bay, will SOOIl hl-'('OII1 C a national necessity.

\Y. T. HHElnIA~,

tl enerul,
SOO1- - :)
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