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continued for four days, without any great loss on either side, when
the Walla-Wallas, having secured their women and children, crossed
Snake river. The second or third day of the engagement, the volun­
teers barbarously killed" Pin-piu-mox-mox " and his companions.
Thev took from the chief's head some twenty scalps, cut off his ears
and· hands, and Rent them as trophies to their friends in Oregon.

As the volunteers, having no boats, could not cross Snake river,
the retreat of the Indians closed their winter campaign, except to
plunder the friendly Cayuses of their horses and cattle.-(See my letter
dated the 12th F ebruary, 1856, to Governor 1. 1. Stevens.)

Owing to the severity of the winter, except those captured by the
Indians, most of the volunteers' horses died from fatigue and the want
of forage or graRs. Major Chinn said that about two hundred and
twenty-five of their best horses were captured by the Indians.

It is reported that Governor Curry has in part replaced them with
a fresh relay.

In Fehruary thirteen wagons loaded with supplies, including am­
munition, for the volunteers, guarded hy only four men, were captured
by the Indians, between the Umatilla and Fort Walla-Walla.

Such have been the results of one of the most unwise, unnecessary,
and extravagant expeditions ever fitted out in the United States, and
for no other reason than to plunder the treasury of the United States,
and to make political capital for somebody.

It could not have been projected for the defence of the inhabitants
of Oregon, nor for the protection of Oregonians in Washington Ter­
ritory, for none resided there. What then could have been the object?
Nothing hut a crusade against the Indians, and a long war to enrich
the country.

If such was not the object, Governor Curry, instead of sending his
troops against the Indians in Washington Territory, and beyond his
jurisdiction, would have sent all of them to southern Oregon, where
the war raged, and nowhere else in his Territory. The Oregonians
say that the war" is a God-send to the country."

It would appear, however, from the governor's proclamation, that
he did send a regiment to southern Oregon; but from all the informa­
tion I have received from that section of country, they have been of
little or no service, so far as giving protection to the inhabitants is
concerned, and yet the war has been carried on between the volunteers
and the Indians in a most singularly barbarous and savage manner .
.My information is derived from citizens and regular officers under my
command, and not from any of the civil or military functionaries of
the Territory of Oregon.

I have never been informed by anyone, not even by the governor,
of the military wants of the Territory. He has never called on me for
troops to defend it, or to protect the inhabitants from savage barbarity.
Although he has, as it would appear, purposely avoided all communi­
cation with me on the subject, I have not been unmindful of the con­
dition and wants of the Territory. I have not failed, as far as it was
in my power, to defend and protect such parts as were exposed and
assailed by the Indians, and I have no doubt but for the indiscrimi­
nate warfare carried on against them, and the massacre of several
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parties of friendly Indi ans by th e troops of Governor Curry, the war
would have long since been brought to a close in Oregon.

Although the Indians are retaliating with fear ful vengeance on in­
nocent citizens , for t he murder in October last , by Maj or Lupton and
hi s party, of 25 friendl y Indians, 18 of whom were women and chil­
dren, all going to the military reservation at F ort Lane, for protec­
tion, and notwithstanding the massacres on 23d and 24th December
last, when volunteers murdered about forty unarmed fri endl y Indians,
belonging to the band of th e chief, Jake, who was among the killed,
I th ink if the volunteers, who expect to be paid largely for their ser­
vices, were withdrawn, and private war prevented, I could soon end
the war in Rogue river valley, and, ind eed, throughout Oregon and
Washin gton.

But the determination of the Oregonians to exterminate th e Indians,
which I am wholly opposed to, if not discountenanced by the United
States government, may prolong t he war almost ind efinitely.

An other Florida war can be had in Rogue River valley, owing to
th e mountainous character of the country. Th e same remark will
apply to Puget Sound, where it is exceedingly difficult to follow the
Indians in the dense forests of that region. Yet, by a proper and
judicious course, the war may be brought to a close ; when, by estab­
lishing posts at proper points, a recurrence of th e past might be pre­
vented. But to do this, I repeat, the extermination of the Indians ­
should be abandoned. No doubt they could be exterminated, but it
would cost from fifty to one hundred millions, besides thousands of in­
nocent and valuable lives.

Still, with all the difficulties presented and staring us in the face, I
do not despair. Wi th eig ht companies of regular troops in Rogne
River valley and an oth er on the way, with not to exceed two hundred
warriors in arms, increased to that number by the barbarous conduct
of th e volunteers towards the friendly Indians, and seven companies
in Puget Sound, where th ere are not one hundred and fifty in arms
ag ain st th e whites, commanded by act ive, vigilant, and intelligent
officers, I cannot but hop e th at the war in those two sections will soon
be brou ght to a close, when we will meet with no difficulty in bring­
in g the Indians to terms, east of the Cascade range of mountains .

To show how determined the people of Oregon are to exterminate
the Indians, it is only necessary to represent their conduct towards
four hundred friendly Indians waiting, on the military reserve at Fort
Lane, to be conducted to the coast range reservation. Captain Smith,
commanding at that post, with two companies of regulars , reported
to me that it took a large part of his command to prevent the citizens
from murdering those four hundred Indians.

I have been informed, by those whose character for truth and vera­
city is not to be questioned, that meetings of the citizens of Oregon
had been held , when it was resolved, if the attempt was made to con­
duct th ose Indians to the coast reserve, th ey would not only kill th em,
but all who might accompany th em.

After the Indians recently started for th e reserve, al though escorted
by one hundred soldiers, they were followed by a cit izen who shot one
of the Indians , declaring, at th e same ti me, he intended to follow

..­..---
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them and kill all he could . I regret that I am compelled to say that
such conduct is too much encouraged by persons holding hi gh offices
under th e government of th e United States. And because I have op­
posed this inhuman and barbarous practice, and the wholesale plun­
dering of the treasury of th e United States, which there is no circum­
stance to justify, I have been denounced by the govern ors of both Ter­
ritories and the legislature of Oregon.

The lat ter has demanded of the President of the United States my
remov al from th e command of the P acific department. To discover
how much truth is contained in the charges presented against me in
the memorial to the President, it will only be necessary to read this
communication.

I am, however, surprised to find that the legislature does not know
the boundaries of its own Territory. Walla-Walla is in Washington
and not in Oregon Territory. No citizens were there, except two or
three, besides th ose who were, or had been, attached to th e Hudson's
Bay Company, and these were mostly half-breeds and Canadians.

It is well known that they are in no danger of being killed by the
Indians. All not Americans, or " Bostons," as the Indians call
them, not found in arms against them are respected, at least they are
in no dan ger of being killed by them.

In conclusion, it only remains for me to notice a letter, lest it should
create false impressions and mislead the public, of 1. 1. Stevens, gov­
ernor of Washington Territory, dated the 8th of March, 1856, and
published in San Francisco.

The governor in his letter of appeal to th e citizens of San Francisco,
would induce th em to believe that there were not to exceed 900 regu­
lars in Washin gton and Oregon, and that th ere were but four compa­
nies of regulars at one point in Puget Sound.

At the date of his letter there were five companies of regulars ac­
tively operating agains t less than two hundred warriors in arms
against th e whites, and six days after , seven companies, 500 strong,
under th e direction of Lieutenant Colonel Casey and Major Garnett.
At the date of his letter , instead of 900, as he asserts, th ere were 1,900
regulars, and at thi s time 2,000 . Of the 33 companies in the Pacific
department, 27 are operating in Oregon and Washington, distributed
as follows, viz: nine in southern Oregon, 700 strong, activelyoperat­
ing against , certainly not to exceed, 200 warriors in arms against the
whites; seven companies, as before mentioned, in Puget Sound, with
less than 200 warriors in arms against them ; one company at Van­
couver, and ten companies at th e Dalles, under command of Colonel
George Wright, of th e 9th infantry. The latter will be efficientl y,
and I trust successfully, employed against the Indians east of the Cas­
cade range of mountains as soon as the season will permit, that is, as
soon as grass can be had to support animals.

A force amply sufficient to terminate the waf in all parts of the two
Territories, and afterwards to prevent past occurrences, if the volun­
teers could be withdrawn and private war prevented. But as long as
governors of 'I'erritories make war , and exercise powers, as I believe ,
unknown to the President of the United States, and individuals raise
volunteers and make war on the Indians whenever they please, and

c
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Congress will pay the expense, so long will we have war in Oregon
and Washington Territories.

It is said by intelligent men that the expense of Governor Curry 's
army will ~mountJ in scrip, from two to four millions. If Congress
should foot .the bill, some governor of another Territory will make a
bill of ten millions.

I do not know how the question will be considered . One thing,
however, is certain, that it is an example which , if countenanced by
the United States government, may: when least expected, lead to no
less embarrassing than disastrous results.

Herewith I forward copies of instructions, marked 1, 2, and 3, to
Colonel George Wright and Lieutenant Colonel Silas Casey, in regard
to the empl oyment of volunteers, and the course they should pursue
in conducting the war against the Indians, and the protection of the
inhabitants of Oregon and Washington Territories.

I also send copies, marked 4 and 5, of a correspondence between
Lieutenant Colonel Casey and Governor Stevens, on the subject of
calling into service two companies of volunteers.

Governor Stevens, like Governor Curry, refuses to place volunteers
under the command of United States officers. Colonel Wright, March
1, on this subject, says that {(from the best information I can obtain,
the presence of the volunteers in the Walla-Walla country during the­
last two months has been highly injurious, and tended to increase­
the number of our enemies ."

Similar reports are made from most of the regular officers, of the­
volunteers acting under their observation.

I also send a copy of a report of Lieutenant Colonel George Nau­
man, marked 6, who was ordered to southern California to examine­
into the condition of affairs in that region, and to ascertain the feel­
ings and disposition of the Indians on the Colorado.

His report is highly favorable to peace.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN E. WOOL, MaJor General.
Lieutenant Colonel L . THOMAS,

Assist. AdJutant General, Neu: York.

Indian affairs. Highly interesting. I have full confidence in Gene
eral Wool's statement of facts, and fully concur in his views and sen­
timents.

Respectfully submitted,
'WINFIELD SCOTT.

HEADQUARTERS, New York, May 2, 1856.

•
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No. 1.

HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC,
B enicia, Uolifornia, January 29, 1856.

COLONEL: No doubt ere this you have received special orders No.6,
and a letter of instruction, dated the 19th instant, assigning you to
the command of th e t roops in Washington Territory and northern
Oregon, whi ch includes Puget Sound, Vancouver, and the Dalles, and
all the country north and east of the Cascade mountains.

You will exercise supervising control over all, and direct such ope­
rations as you may deem prop er.

As soon as the season will permit, preparatory to operations in the
Indian country cast and north of the Cascade mountains, you will
establish th e headquarters of your regiment at the Dalles, where all
the troops intended for the Indian country will be concentrated. Pre­
vious to which every attention will be given to perfecting them in the
rifl e or light infantry drill, as also in the duties of guards. The lat­
ter is an important duty, and should receive every attention. I found
but few of the younger officers of the 4th infantry acquainted with
that duty. Your own headquarters you can establish either at Van­
-couver or the Dalles. You will, of course, be most of your time at
the latter place during the period of preparation for the field.

The points which I intended as the base of operations are the Selah
fi sheries, on the Yakima river, and some point on or near the Colum­
bia river in the neighborhood of Fort Walla-Walla. It is my inten­
tion to establish a permanent post somewhere in this region at the
most eligible point for controlling the surrounding Indian tribes, and
to command the river and its crossings. On account of the scarcity of
timber, it may be necessary to go some distance up the Touchet river
before a suitable position for the estahlishment of a post can be found.
Between the Dalles and the Selah fisheries an intermediate post, with
one company, may be necessary, to prevent the Yakimas from taking
fish in the streams which empty themselves in the Yakima and Co­
lumbia rivers. This intermediate post should be given to some active
.a nd energetic officer.

H erewith you will receive a memoir and sketches, by Captain Cram,
-ch ief of th e topographical engineers, of the country in which your
command will be required to operate. I would recommend it to your
.attentive perusal. From this yon will perceive that the Selah fisheries
.a re one hundred miles from the Dalles, and from the latter to the
Atahmun river mission it is seventy miles, which position may be im­
portant as an intermediate post between the Dalles and the Selah
fisheries. From the Dalles to Fort "\Valla-vValla it is one hundred
.and forty-two miles, and from the latter place to Selah fisheries ninety-
five miles by the road to Steilacoom . .

With boats to cross the Columbia river, your forces at either point
could be in four days concentrated; by forced marches, in three days
or less. For crossing th e Columbia river I ordered four portable boats,
and a flat to be prepared in pieces, to be put together on the arrival
of the troops at or near Walla-Walla.

.. •
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Expeditions should be prepared to leave at the earliest moment,
that is, as soon as grass can be obtained for animals, for Fort Walla­
Walla, and the Selah fisheries. It is not probable, however, that
you will be able, on account of snow on the ' intervening mountains,
to go to the Selah fisheries as soon, ' by three or four weeks, as to the
Walla-vValla country. Hence, as soon as the season will permit, you
will conduct yourself a force of four or five companies, with three moun­
tain howitzers and one six-pounder, to Walla-Walla.

It is desirable that you conduct this expedition with reference to the
selection of a proper position for a post, and to ascertain the feelings
and dispositions of the several tribes in that section of the country.
I do not believe th at th e 'Valla-'Vallas, the Cayuses, Pelouses, and
Umatillas, had resolved on war until the attack of the volunteers on
the Walla-Wallas.

The murder of the chief, Piu-piu-mox-mox, whilst a prisoner, by
the volunteers, has united those tribes against us. I do not believe ,
however, that they will continue the war a great while. The occupa­
tion of the country between the Walla-vValla, Touche, and Snake
rivers, and the opposite side of the Columbia, will very soon bring
those tribes to terms.

The occupation at the proper time of the Yakima country from the
Atahmun mission, and the country on the Yakima river, extending
above and below the Selah fisheries , will compel the Yakimas, I think,
to sue for peace or abandon their country. Supplies for the Selah
fisheri es must be packed, unless they should be sent by the way of
Walla-Walla and the Steilacoom road.

It is desirable that at least sixty days ' provisions should be sent
with either expedition , to vValla-Walla or the Selah fisheries.

After the return of Major Rains, I ordered an inspection of all the
animals, some 450, when very few were found to be fit for servi ce.
Since then , Major Cross, chief quartermaster, has sent about 225 horses
and mules to Vancouver.

It is very desirable that all the animals, including the dragoon
horses, should be well taken care of, in order that they may be fit for
service as soon as the troops can take the field. I have again and
again given orders and instructions on that subject, and especially that
the dragoon horses should have the best of care, and be put under
cover.

I ordered, I think, as early as Au gust last, stables to be put up at
the Dalles, for the company of dragoons at Vancouver. I understand
they were nearly completed when I left, the 12th January. When
this company goes to the Dalles, you will direct Major Fitzgerald to
put his hor ses in the building designed as a stable for him. If the
quartermaster occupies any part of it for quartermaster' s stores they
will be moved out . The horses of that company must be put in a con­
dition for active services by the time you will be ready to move.

In conclusion, I would remark, that we have no authority to call
for volunteers, to employ them, or to furnish them with supplies,
Therefore the less you hav e to do with them, unless in extreme cases,
which I do not anticipate, the better it will be for the service. Many

1
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Colonel GEORGE ·WRIGHT,
Com7lwnding at Vancouver.

I

i

I

of them, as well as most of the Oregonians, are for exterminating the
Indians, and accordingly do not discriminate between friends and foes.

The course thus far pursued by Governor Curry and the volunteers
has only tended to increase our Indian enemies, whilst it has subjected
the regular service to great inconvenience and expense. This, too, by
exhausting the resources of Oregon and Washington, and without ac­
complishing the least good.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN E. WOOL,

MaJor General.

P. S. Applications are frequently made for clerks in the commisary
and quartermaster's departments. I have issued an order prohibiting
any clerks being appointed in the disbursing departments, except by
special instructions from the War Department, without my sanction
and approval. If clerks are required by any disbursing officer under
your command, the application should be made through you, with
your approval or otherwise.

By the memoir of Captain Cram, you will perceive that obstacles
on the routes to the Selah fisheries and to vVall a-Walla will require
your attention. On fitting out expeditions, pioneer parties should be
organized, to go in advance and to remove, as far as practicable, all
obstacles that would retard your progress.

No.2.

HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC,

Benicia, February 22, 1856.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, last evening, of

your communication of the 4th instant.
In reply the general commanding directs me to say that you will

receive by the steamer Massachusetts, Captain Swartout commanding,
his instructions and views in regard to the course you should pursue
in prosecuting the war against the Indians. With five companies of
regular troops, not less than three hundred and fifty strong, with sev­
eral ships-of-war, including the steamer Massachusetts, he had great
hopes that you would be able to bring the war to a close without the
aid of volunteers. On this subject, however , the commanding general
directs me to say that volunteers cannot be recognized or employed
unless received and mustered into the service of the United States.
Therefore, if volunteers should be considered indispensably necessary
at any time to aid in defending the inhabitants of Puget Sound and
in that vicinity, or to bring the war to a close, you will call on the
governor of the Territory for the number you might require, not to
be mounted, and when forwarded to you have them examined and
regularly mustered into the service.



TERRITORIES OF WASHINGTON AND OREGON. 65

This course will be adopted only in case of absolute necessity, as the
general has no authority to call volunteers into the service, and he
will not sanction or tolerate it, unless absolutely necessary for the
protection of the inhabitants of the Territory. He will send you, as
soon as practicable, one or two companies of the fourth or ninth infan­
try. From necessity they will be compelled to go by land. At the
present time, it is said to be impracticable on account of high water,
the streams not being fordable.

Your requisition for quartermasters' stores will be complied with.
Neither horses nor mules can be sent from here. They must be

obtained by purchase in either Washington or Oregon Territory.
Your requisition for ordnance and ordnance stores was anticipated and
the articles sent by the Massachusetts, except the expanding rifle
cartridges. Twenty thousand have been ordered. Five thousand
rifle cartridges were sent by the Massachusetts.

In conclusion, the general directs me to say that whilst he approves
of your efforts to induce the Indians to come in and give up their
arms, under promise of protection, he does not doubt that you will
by your energy and activity, as well as by that of all your officers,
bring the war to a close without the employment or aid of volunteers.

I am , very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. D. R. JONES,

A ctin!1 A dj utant Generol,
Lieutenant Colonel S. CASEY,

Ninth Infantry, command-iny Fort S teilacoom,
Washington Territory.

True copy. RICHARD ARNOLD~

First Lieutenant Third Artillery and A id-de-Camp.

No.3.

BENICB, HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OJ' THE PACIlnc,
On board of the Steamer Columbia, lJfarch 14, 1856.

COLONEL: I have just arrived and landed at Steilacoom with two
companies of the 9th infantry, commanded by Major Garnett. By the
enclosed order you will perceive that I have d~rected th~ Major to have
his command prepared for immediate and active open~,tIons.

Your communication of the 9th instant was received on my way
down the Columbia river. In regard to your co-operat ing with vol­
unteers ordered out by Governor Stevens, I will simply remark ~hat
no co-operation should take place on your })a!t, unless you receIved,
them into the service of the United States, subject to your o.rdcrs: If
your position required volunteers to aid you in the pro!ectlOn of the
inhabitants of the Territory, you should have called for ~hcm, and
when received to have had them mustered into the service of the
United States.' Any other course is decidedly wrong. ..

I know of no authority which authorizes governors of TerrItOrIes to
Ex. Doc. 66-5
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raise troops and direct their operations, independent of the officers of
the United States, and certainly not independent of myself. I have
been kept wholly ignorant of the state of the country, except through
the regular officers of the army, and from their communications r
have yet to learn that any essential service has been rendered to the
country by volunteers.

r, however , approve of your course as hitherto pursued, with the
above exception , and I cannot doubt but that, with the two companies
under Major Garnett, you will very soon bring the war to a close.

I will be here until to-morrow, when I will leave in the steamer
Active for San F rancisco, I hope, in the meantime, to see you. It is
important th at I should see you before I leave.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN E. WOOL,

Major General.
Lieutenant Colonel S. CASEY,

Ninth R egiment Infantry, Oommanding at Steilacoom,
WasMngton Territory.

No.4.

HEADQUARTERS PUGET SoUND DISTRICT,
Fort Steilacoom, Washington Territory, March 15, 1856.

SIR: I respectfully request that you will at once issue your procla­
mation calling into the service of the United States two companies of
volunteers, to serve on foot, for the period of four months, unless
sooner discharged.

Each company to consist of one captain, one first and one second
lieutenant, four sergeants, four corporals, and seventy privates.

I wish both companies to be mustered into service at Fort Steila­
coom.

The authority for calling for the above named tro ops has been given
by the general commanding the department of the Pacific.

I received, yesterday, an accession of two companies of the ninth
infantry. With this accession of force, and the two companies of
volunteers called for, I am of the opinion that I shall have a sufficient
number of troops to protect this frontier, without the aid of those now
in the service of the Territory.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SILAS CASEY,

Lieutenant Oolon.el ninth Infantry,
Oommanding Puget Sound District.

His Excellency 1. 1. STEVENS,

Governor of Washington Territory, Olympia, W . T.
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No.5.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, WASHINGTON TERRITORY,
Olympia, March 16, 1856.

SIR: Your letter, calling upon me for two companies of volunteers
to be mustered into the regular service, has been received, and, in an­
ticipation of my full reply, I will state that the requisition will not be
complied with. I do not consider it expedient to change the plan of
the campaign, nor the organization of the troops, so far as the volun-
teers are concerned. -

Truly and respectfully, your most obedient,
ISAAC I. STEVENS,

Goverrwr Territory of Washington.
Lieutenant Colonel SILAS CASEY,

Oommanding Puget Sound District.

No.6.

FORT YUMA, CALIFORNIA, February 27, 1856.
SIR: I have the honor to state, that since my last report, dated the

12th instant, nothing whatever has occurred between the Indians and
whites to disturb the tranquility of this portion of California, and that
the former at present manifest towards us and each other the most
amicable dispositions. I entertain no apprehension whatever that
this desirable condition of things is likely soon to be changed. In all
directions are seen unusually vigorous and extensive preparations of
the soil of the river bottom for cultivation, and there can be no better
~uarantee of the sincerity of the friendly protestations of the natives
than this manifestation of a disposition to provide for themselves so
immediately in our vicinity.

The Indian whom I mentioned in my letter of the 28th ultimo as
ha,:ing been dispatched on the previous day to endeavor to ransom a
white woman from the Mohaves, and bring her to the fort, I am
extremely happy to say, returned on the 22d instant, having entirely
succeeded in his mission. The young woman proves to be a Miss
Oatman, whose parents were murdered by the Indians somewhere on
the Gila, about eighty miles from this place, in, I think, 1850. Her­
self and a sister were captured on that occasion, and reduced to
slavery. The latter is represented to have died about six months ago.
Miss Oatman seems to be about sixteen years of age, and has, unfor­
tunately, almost entirely lost the use of the English language, speak­
in~ nothing but. that of the rude people among whom she so long
resl~ed, and which no one here can interpret well. She, however,.
retains a recollection of her name, and says it is Olive Oatman.

It is believed she has a brother residing at Los Angelos; the neces­
sary measures have been taken to ascertain that fact, and if it should
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turn out to be so, to apprise him of the agreeable intelligence of the
recovery of his sister.

Meanwhile, every proper care is being taken of her, and it will
afford us all infinite satisfaction to restore her to her friends and civil­
ization.

It gives me much pleasure to add that the commandant of Fort
Yuma, Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Burke, has manifested the most com­
mendable zeal and interest in accomplishing the very desirable object
I have just detailed.

As my services, in my opinion, are no longer required at Fort
Yuma, I shall , in accordance with instructions, Headquarters Depart­
ment of the Pacific, February 12, 1856, set out to-morrow for my post
at Benicia barracks.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
GEORGE NAUMAN,

Brevet L ieutenant ColonellJfaJor 3d Artillery.
To Captain D. R. J ONES,

Assistard AdJutant General Department of the Pacific,
B enicia , California.


