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Thill lit tle work III tne essence ot all avaIlable material col_
l ec t ed on t he lIubj ect ot Sabotage for II period of mOre than two
years. Thanks are due t o the many rebels who gave IUlSI.\ane e,
and eIlpeclai ly to Albin Bralda, who made for m e what I th ink t o
be the tint English translation of PoUget'1I wor k on Babotae&.
i" r om this lut pamph le t ex t racts have been taken and adaptatlone
made to limit American condit Ions .

T he objeet ot thle work Is to awaken th e prcdueera t o Il. eonscl­
o llOm_1I ot t heir IDd ulltrial power; and In o eee r not to o<abot.aee ne
mission the ISBUt! is eent out at all near t he Calli p rice ..... Jll'llCticable.

T he booklet III dedicated. not t o th0611 who r.4TOCaW but to
tho..e whO .... Babotage: W AL KF.R C. SMITH.

No t heory, no p hilosop hy , no line of action is so good
as claimed by its advocates nor so bud as painted by ib
criti~'S. Sabotage is JIO exception to this rule. Sabotage,
eee or-tin g to the capi talist s and the political socialists, is
synony mous with murder, rapine, arson , th eft; is illogical,
vile, unethical, reactionary, destructive of society itself .
To m8I1Y anarchis t theorists it is the ma in wea pon of indus­
t rial 'Warfare, -overshadowlng 1l1l'a8S solidarity, industrial
forillhtion and disciplined ac tion. Some even go so fa r lUI
to claan that sabotage can usher in the new social order.
Some where between these two extreme 'Views can be found
the t ruth 'about sabotage.

Three versions are given of t he source of the word.
The one best known is that a striking French weaver cast
hiR wooden shoe-s-cal led a sabot-into the delica te mechan ­
ism of the Ioom upon leaving the mill. Th e confusion
t hat r esulted , acting 'to the wo rkers ' 'bene~ brought to th e
frout a li ne of tactics that took the name of SABOTAGE.
Slow 'WOrk is also said to be at the basis of the word, the
idea being that w ooden shoes are clumsy and 80 prevent
qu ick action on the part of th e workers. The third idea is that



• SA B OTAG lil

Sabotage is coined from the slang term that means " put­
t ing the boots" to the employers by striking directly at
their pro fits without leaving t he fob. The derivation ,
however, is unimportant. It is the tbiog itself that causes
commotion among employers and politieiena alike. What
then is Sabotage '

Sabotage is the destruction of 'Profits to gain 3 definite,
revolutionary, eeonomie end . It has many forms. It may
mean th e destroying of raw materials destined for II eeeb
factory or shop. It may mean the spoiling of a finished
product. It may mean the destruction of parts of mechin ­
ery or the disarrangement of a whole machine where t hat
machine is t he one upon which fhe ot her machines are
dependent for material. !tmay mean working slow. I t
may mean poo r w ork. It may me eu missending paekegee.
giving overweight to custome rs, pointing out defects - in
goods, using th e best of materials where the employ-er de­
aires e dulterat ton, and also the t elling 'Of trade secrets. In
fact, it has as many variations '8S there are d ifferent lines
of 'Work.

Note this important point, however. . Sabotage does
not seek nor desire to take human life. Neither is it
di rected against the consumer except where wide publici ty
has been given to the fact that the sabotaged product is
under the han. A boycotted product is at all times a fit
subject for sabotage. Th e aim is to hit the employe r in
his vital spot, his heart and soul, in other words, his
pocketbook. The consumer- is struck only When h e inter­
poses himself between the two combatants.

On the other band, sabotage is si mp ly one of the many
weapcna in labor 's arsenal. It is by Jl'O means the greatest
one. Sclidazic act ion is mightier than the courageous acts
of a few. Industrial class formation gives 6 strength n ot
to 'be obtained by mere tactics . Self discipline an d 00-
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operative ac tio n are necessary if we are to build a new
social 'Order as well as destroy the old. Sabotage is merely
a means to an eud , a means that under certain conditions
might Ib~ dispensed with and the end sti ll be gained.

Sabotage will sometimes be misused, flagrantly so ; tJht'
same is true of every on e of the weapons of labor. The
main concern t o revolu tionist'S is whether the use of sabot­
age will d estroy the power of the masters in such a manner
as to give the workers a greater measure of industrial con­
t rot On that poi nt dep ends its usefulness to the working
class.

II.
Sabotage is not a form of action brought forth from

French condit ione. It dates hack to the ea rliest days of
human exploitation. It is born of class struggles-c-of man's
inhumanit y to man. From serfdom to wage slavery til e
enslaved class bas instinctively tried t o render less to th e
master than was expecte d of it. This unconscious sab ot­
a ge shows. the ir reconcilab le a nt agonism bet ween capitalist
and labore r-mast er and slave.

Sabotage was not formally baptize d as a word to de­
scribe a form ula' of social stn lggle until t he Oont ederal
Congress of 'Ioloea in 1897. Open advocacy 'Of the Idee
an d conscio us sabotage in plac e of instinct ive ac tio n bee au
in France about this ti rme. It had been preach ed in Eng­
land and Scotland for man y years before that under the
name of " Oe" Canny." TMs phreae of Scotclh origin meant
"00 slow," or to be more lit eral, "Don 't hurry up." From
'l\ pnblicaeion "The Social Museum" an instance is ga ined
'Of t'he use of sabotage by th e Scotch .

" In 1889 the organized dockers of G'a.~ow demanded
a t en per eent increase of wages but met with the refusal
of the employers. Strikebr eakers were brought in from
among th e agrieultural laborers and the dockers had to
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acknowledge defeat and return to work on the old wage
scale. But before the men resumed their work. their sec­
retary of the union delivered 00 them th e followin g ad­
dress:

... You are going back to work at the old wage. Th e
employers have repeated time and t ime again that th e)"
were deli ghted with the work of th e agricultural laborers
woo had taken our plac es for several weeks during th e
strike. Rut we have seen tlhem at work; we have seen
that tlrey 'COuld Dot even walk a vessel, that they dropped
half (If the merchandise th ey carried, in short, that t wo
'Of them 'COuld hardly do the work of one of us . Never­
theless, th e employers have declared themselves enchanted
by the wo rk of th ese fellows ; well , th en , there is nothing
left for us bu t to d o the same eed to practice Oa' Canny.
Work as t he agricul tu ra l laborers worked. Only th ey often
fell into the water; it is useless for you to do the same. '

"This order was obeyed to the letter. After a few
days the contract ors sent fur the general secret ary of the
d ockers and begged him to t ell the dockers to work llR

before and tlrat they were ready to grant title t en per cent
increase. "

Balza c, writing three-quarters of a century ago, gave
a good illustration of sabotage in describing the bloods
uprising of Lyons in 1831.

"There have been ma ny things said about the uprising
of Lyons, of the r epublic cannonaded in the streets, hut
no -one has told the truth. Th e republic seized the move­
ment as an insurgent seizes a rifl e.

"The commerce of Lyo ns is 1l commerce without conr­
ag e ; as soon as an ounce of 6ilk if! manufactured it is BIlked
for e nd paj-metrt made at once. 'W'ben the demand stops.
the workers are dying of s~ati'OD; when they are woek -
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ing they earn barely enough to live upon. The prisoners
are more happy th 8.II they.

"After the July r evolution misery reached the point
where th e workers were compelled to raise a standa rd :
' Bread or Death l'--'8 standar d which the government
should have consider ed.

" The republi cans hod felt out the revolt and they
'Organized t he spinners who fooght in double sh ifts. Lyons
had Ua th ree days. Then everything became normal aga in
and t he poor went back to their dog kennels.

"The spinners who had , un til then, t ransformed into
cseful goods tile silk which was weighed to them in
eoeoons, laid aside probity. They' began to grease t'beir
finge rs with oil. Wi th eeru puloue ability th ey re ndered
the correct weight, but the ellke were all specked with oil.
The com merc e of the silk meuufacturiea was infested with
greasy goods which C811Sed a ross to Lyons and to a portion
'Of the French commerce."

This ac tion, as Balzac points out, was nothing more
than the workers taking' revenge for having been tile
,..ietims of bayonet s when they 'had asked for 'bread. But.
sabotage is someth ing more than sim ply the equ ivalent of
an 'Oppression received ; it has an economic foundation.

ill.
There exis ts today ft labor market in Which the wag !'

workers sell t hei r power to perform various tasks asked
of them by the purc'ha sers-the employing class. The labor
power of the workers is a commodi ty. In selling their
mereband ise the workers must sell themselves along with
it. Therefore they ere sleves-cwage slaves. In pueehasing
goods from a merchant one receives an inferio r quali ty
for a low price. For a low price-poor products. If this
applies to ha ts an d abcee, why not equally to the com-
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modity BOld _by the . laborer' It is from t his reasoning
that there arises th e idea : For poor wages-b8.d work.
This thought is a natural 'One e ven to those wbo agree
with society as it is now constituted. To those who do 1I0 t

look upon 'Vhe wage system 88 a finality and 'Who have
come to re gard th e employers in the ir true light-as thieves
of th e labore rs' product-the idea of sabotage commends
itself still more strongly. It is a logical weapon for th e
revolutionist.

Bconorraste have shown that the wag es 'Of the workers
are not determined by th eir product. _\Y'Rgcs are simply
the marke t price of the commodity called labor power.
Wages are not r aised (IT lowered as the productivity o.f
the wo rker ebbs and flows. They are conditioned upon
the supply and demand, the standard of living where the
wages are paid, and the relative strength of the organ ize
tions of workers and employers. Net many wage workers
have studied the deeper economists, but t he ditch ' digger
knows that when he h ae finished the ditch upon which he
is at work he must hunt another master. He -fnst inctively
slows up. Self-preservation is one of the ' first laws of
nature. HiI' action has value from 18 class standpoint, for
either more dit ch diggers must be employed to complete
the wor-k within a. given time , or else there is less corn­
petition in the labor market for those ext ra days he labors.

Many who condemn sabotage will be found to he
unconscious advocates of it . Think 'Of the absurd position
of the -" craft Union socialists" who decry sabotage and, in
'almost th e same 'breath, condemn the various efficiency
systems of the employers! By opposing "scientific ma n­
agement" they are doing to potential profits what the
saboteurs are doing to act ual profits. Th e one prevents
efficiency, the other withdraws it. I ncidentally it might
be said toot sabotage is the only effect ive method of ward-
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ing ofl':the deterioration of the worker that is sure to
follow the performance 'Of the same monetonoua task
minute after minute, day in and day cut, Sabotage also
offers the ' best method to combat the evil known 8.8 "speed­
ing up ." None but the workers know how great this evil
is. It is one 'Of the methods by which employers coil!
wealth from death, consuming the very lives of the toilers.
By payment of a. slightly higfter wage to the stronger and
more dexterous slave, the rest are forced to keep pace.
Those who fal l ,by the way are un cerimoniously cast aside
to beg, steal o r starve. One method usd by the saboteur
t-o stop this form of scabbery is illustrated by the following
occurrence :

Building laborers were wheeling barrows of material
to an elect r-ic holst, following tbe rate of speed set by their
higher paid taskmaster. The pace became so swift that
those who were weaker could D'O longer keep up . During
t he noon hour one 'Of tbe men stepped to the wheel barrow
of the speeder and tighte ned the burrs on the wheel. Upon
r esuming work the task master started at hie usual pace
hut soon was obliged to slow down through she er weari­
ness. No class conscious worker will join the moralists
an d vote catchers in condemning this action.

In the steel mille the speeding up process has become
tKI dlstreseing to the a verage worker that still greater steps
are taken £Or self protection. In fact, in speaking of these
class traitors, it is often r emarked tlhat "Somethlng
dropped (In their foot of ten a.ffectB their head." There
are many points of similarity between the speeder and
the favored steer in th e stock yards who is trained to lead
the other steers into the killing pen s.

En gland offers a n examp le of a practical method of
limiting the output. Dne to effective, widespread, systema-
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tic sabotage the brick masons there lay, as a day's work,
less than one-third tile number of brick required from
their brother craftsmen in America. Any reduction in pll.y
is met with <8 counter reduction in the work. Sabotage
means, therefore, that the workers directly fight the con­
ditions imposed by the masters in accordance with u.e
formula " Poor wages-bad work."

IV

Actions which might be classed as capitalist sabotage
'are used by tile different ex ploitin g and professional cleesee.
The truck farmer packs his largest fruits and vege tables on
top. The merchant sells inferior articles &S " eometaing
just '8.8 good." The doctor gives "bread pdlla" or other
harmless concoctions in cases where the symptoms are
puzzling, The builder uses poorer material than demanded
in the speci ficat ions. The manufacturer adulterates food­
stuffs and clothing. All these are for the purpose of gain­
ing 'more profits. Carloads of potatoe s were destroyed in
Illinois r ecently; cotton was burned in the Southern states;
coffee was destroyed by the Brazilian pla nt ers; barge loads
of onions 'Were dumped overboard in Oalifornia ; apples
are left to rot on th e trees of wh ole orchards in W ashing­
ton ; and hundreds of tons of foodlftu ffs are held in cold
storage until rendered unfit for consumption. All to raise
prices. Yet it is ex ploiters of this character- who are
loudest in condemnation of sabotage when it is used to
benefit the workers.

Some forma of capi talist sabotage are legalized, others
a re not . But wh eth er or not the various practices are sanc­
ti oned by law, it is evident that th ey are more harmful
to society as a whole than is the sabotage of the workers.
Capitalists cause imperfect dams to be constructed, and
devastating Boods sweep whole sections of the country.
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They have f aulty bridges erected, and wrecks cause great
10M of life. Tbey sell steamer tieketa, promising absolute
security, and sabotage the life-saving equipment to the
point where hundreds are murdered. as witness the Titanic.
The General Stocum disaster is an example of cepltallet
sabotage on the li fe preservers. Th e I roquois Theat er fir e
is an example of sabotage by esplojtera who assured the
public that the fire curtain was mad e 'Of asbestos. There
are also the Primero, the Drakesboro , the Oherry min e
d isasters end the terrible Trian gle Shirtwaist tragedy. The
'C88eIS eould be multiplied ind efinitely . These capitalist
murderers constitute t hemselves the ..mentors of the morals
of those slaves who " h ave nothing to Icse but t heir chains. "
Only fools wil l take their ethics from such knaves. Cap­
italist opposition to sabotage is ODe of its highest reccm­
mendation!.

Capitalist eebotage aims to benefit a small 'group of
non-producers, while working class sabotage seeks to help
the Whole body of producers at the expense of the parasites.
The f rank position of the class conscious work er i!l that
capitalist sabotage is wrong because it harms the wo rkers;
working class sabotage is right because it aids tJhe workers.
Th ia view comes from the position t he p roletarians occupy
in the class war. A word about t hat elMS war .

To the rebellious toiler the class war is DO mere theory.
It is .a, grim reality. To him it is not 'a p olite sparring
match according to Marquis of Queensbury rules wit h four
years between each round, It is love of liberty, and war
against the exploiters. " All 's f air in love and war."

Beca use Ute revolutionist has disca rded the moral code
o f the master class an d ,has spit in the [ace o [ bourgeois
ethles, it does not necessari ly follow that the re is no rule
nllnlJ8tin~ h is conduct. He is, in fact, fJO strongly actuated
b y a n ideal that h e h88 left the arena of words to enter
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the realm of action. Sabotage 11 • direct appUc&ti01l af
the Idea that property bas no rlihta that It. cre&ton ant
bound to respect. Especially is this true when the creators
of the weal th of the world are in hungt!r and want amid
the abundance they have produced. while the idle few have
all the good things of life.

However secret must be sabotage, when used by th e
indi vidua l instead of the whole body, it is takin g its place
in th e ri sing moral code of the propertilesa toilers just
in proportion M it is being openly ad vocated. The out­
spoken propaganda of sabotage and its widespread use
are true reflections of economic conditions. The current
ethical code, with all exis tin g lawB and Instltutione, is
besed upo n private property in production. Why expect
those who have no stake in aoetety, 81 it is DOW conJtituted,
to continue to contribute to itl support?

V

The charge that sabotage is " immoral, " " unet hical;"
" uncivilized, " and the like, does not worry the rebellious
workers so long 8 8 it is effective in inflicting inju ry t o the
employers ' profi ts. As it aids t he workers in t heir fight
it will find increasing fa vor in their eyes. I n wa r the
strategic move is to cut off the opposing force from its base
of supplies. Sabotage seeks W curtail profits and in con­
junction with other weapons to abolish finally t he surplus
value, or rmpaid labor, tha t is th e source of the employers '
power.

" You are immoral" ery employers and politicians
alike. Our answer is that aD morals today are based upon
private propert y. Even so-called sexual hnmorality is con­
demned. while universally praetleed, because it violate.'!
the principle of Inheritance in property and is in deflence
of eustome generally accepted but seldom inqmi-ed into .
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WheJ1. the workers accept their morals from the capitalist
cleee they are in a sorry way indeed. The question ia not,
Is sabotage imInoral?-but. DoeI aabot&ge get the goods?

" I <lU are destroying civilization" is likewise hurled
'against us, to which we reply in the language of th e street :
.. We should worry 1" Civilization is a. lie. A civiliaation
that is builded upon the bended ba.cka of toiling ba.bea; a
civilization that is reared upon the sweating. starving,
IItruggling masa of mlUlkjnd j a. civiliaa.tion whose very
existence depends upon a constant a.rmy of hungry, IBervile
and la.w-abiding unemployed, is acarcely worthy of con­
sidera.tion at the handa of those . whom it ha.s 10 brutally
outr&ged. The aaboteur carries o'n his work in order to
ha.sten the d&y of working class victory, when for the flrst
time in human history we sh&ll have a. civilization that is
worthy of the na.me.

What is more civilized than for the workers to create
powder that refuses to explode t

What is more civilized than to work 1I10w and thus
force employers to give a livi ng to more of the un em­
ployed'

What is more civilized the n t o spike the gu ns when
t hey are trained on our workin g class 'brothers in other
countries '

What is more civilized t han to waste th e adu lterat ions
given the workers to pl ace in food, thus making it unprof.
itable to sell impure products'

Sabota ge will civilize the soldier , th e militiaman, th e
police, th e spee der, the slave driver, the food poisoner, the
shoddy manufacturer, the profit grabber of high a nd low
degree, 'Rod even the polit ician.

Th ose who oppose sabotage on ethical grounds are
supporters of capitalist theft and are faithful watchdogs
of the strong boxes wherein the masters store sto len weal th .
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Revolutionists have DO time to waste in takin g lessons ill

'Correct manners f rom those who do D'O useful labor in
society. In advocating sabotage we hope to show t hat the
wo rkers should rid their minds of the last remnant of
bou rgeois cant end hypocrisy and by its use develop eour­
age a nd individual ini tiative.

From sabotage to gain better cond it ions it is 8 logical
step to direct sabotage against the r epressive and pervert­
ing forc es of capitalism.

VI

'Phe press is one of the greatest agencies used by the
employers to keep the workers in subjection. It is domi­
Dated by the industrial masters . Sometimes the press is
owned directly, sometimes through a mortgage or a seemed
loan. More often the subsidization of the press is eeeom­
plished through advertising patronage. But at all t imes
the power of t he capitalist press depends upon the servility
of the slaves who do all the work of setting up, p rint ing
and distribut ing the lies 01 the masters. Sabotage is the
'W'OSt effective weapon for the stopping of newspaper
attacks upon the workers and thei r organleetious.

As a whole t he reporters are favorable t o the workers.
They have to follow the policy of t he papers to hold their
jobs, however. They can use sabotage on the masters by
their handling of the news. Th e editors of the '\"'8noU 8

departments ;will color the matter anyhow, in accordance
with the' wishes of file advertisers 01" stockbolders of the
paper. But when an article is written that is harmful to
t he working class there are many ways in which it can be
saboted. The linotype operator can mispla ce a portion of
the copy. .The proofreader can insert or remove t he word
" not" an d thus change a kno ck t o a boost. The make-up
men can place anothe r article where it 'W B8 intended the
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lie should go or he can even inser\ a pari 'Of another article
under the (lffending heading 80 that. it will apparently read
cu~ and yet. will not contain the harmful m&teriaJ.
The lsnerectype r can damage the face of th e offending
arncle so that it will DOt print. These are but a few of
the many methoda that might be used . All of these " ecei­
dents " 'ate happening every day in pu·bliahing plants end
it but remains to direct them t o a re volu tionary end. With
more class cooscicusneee along th ese lines th e employers
will find it does not pay to lie about the workers,

One of the r epressive fo rces of capitalism, the militia,
can be made useless by the extensio n of th e use of eebctege.
Due saboteur can make harmless (oye of the entire equip­
ment of a company. Wben a trainload of soldiers are dis­
pa tched to a strike scene. where th ey always act in the
interest o f th e employers, th e train can be eeboted. In
Parma, Italy, for example, th e farm laborers struck. Sol­
diers were ordered. to the scene. Th e engineers refused. to
pull t he train from the depot. Volunteers to man th e
engines were secured from the ranks (If t he soldiers. Wh en
these scabs en te red the cab they found th at some vita l
part of each engine bad been mis placed. They were forc ed
to walk to Parma. Bridges disappeared in advance of t he
line of march. Wh en the weary an d disgusted t roops
arrived at the sce ne (If tbe agric ultural strike they fou nd
that the strikers had won and were back a t work.

Real izing that th e railroeds are the e rteriee of 'OOIIl­

merce the capitalists of this country have practically pur ­
chased th e engineers by a high wage and t he establishment
of an aristocracy of labor. But a fC'W rebels are bound
to cree p into their ranks. Even if every one of ttlem re ­
mai ned a traitor to t he w orkers by being loyal to the em.
ployers, still they could not escape sabotage. A ba r of
soap in the boiler would keep the soldiers at home or else
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force them to march to the nrike. If this were not poa­
sibte, there are water tenks where the tender moat be filled
and the sabote ur can •. Let th e Gold Duet Twina do the
work."

In ease of wars, which every intelligent worker know,
are wholesale murders of workers t o enrich the DlMter
class, there is no weapon so forc eful to defeat the employ­
ers as sabotage by th e re bellious workers in the two war­
ring co untries. Sa.bot&ge will put a l top to war when reso­
lu tions. pa.rliamentary appeals and even a caJ.l for generaJ.
refusal to serve, are impotent. But, as stated before.
sabotage is but ODe phase of the question. Anti-military
end anti-patriotic agitation mu st also be earried on,

Sabotage is a mighty forte as a re volutionary tactic
against the repress ive forces of ·capitalism, wheth er t boee
repressions be direet or t hrough the State.

vn
.. It is gueril la warfare," is another cry against sabot.

a ge. Well, what of itt Has not guerilla warfare proven
rtself to be a useful thing to repel invaders and to make
gains for one or the other of the opposing forc es ' Do not
t he ca pit alis ts use guer illa warfare' Guerilla warfare
brings out th e courage of Individuals, it d evelops init iative,
daring, reso lu ten ess end audacity. Sabotage does the same
fo r its users. It i ll to the social war what g uerillas are t o
national war'S. If it does no more than awa ken a portion
of th e wo r kers from their lethargy it will have been j usti·
tied . But it will do more than that ; it will keep the
workers awake and will inc ite t hem to do battle with the
masters. It will give added hope to the militant minority,
th e fe w who e lwayB bear th e bru nt of the struggle.

If one but glances at th e methods of national warfare
t oday th ey can see the t endency toward the abandonment
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of close formation in battle, the appeal to individual
aetion in times of conflict.. t he adoption of uniforms th at
match natural surroundings so as to allo w secrecy of move­
ment, the use of smokeless powder, and other devices that
are the natural equipment of the guerilla fighter . The
saboteur is the sharpshoote r of the revolution. lie has the
coura ge land the daring to inv ade the enemy 's coun try in
the uniform of a "loyal," t hat ill to eay-c-subservient,
work er. But he knows that loyalt y to the employer means
treason to his class. Sabotage is the smokeless powd er of
the social war. It ecores a hit, while its source is seldom
detected. It is so universally feared by the employer»
that they d o not even desire that it be condemned for fear
the elave eless may learn st ill more its great valu e.

Indeed, it ean be seen that the masters are powerless
in the face 01 this weapon. In th e real m of production th e
mast ers do not ente r except bJ indirec t ion. Th e creation
of wealth is the work of the wa ge slave class, and every
tendency of this class is toward sabotage.

The time clock has come lUI 'R sign tJoJat the b 0 88 reoog­
nizc" the instinctive sabota ge that is univers al. In many
establ ishments th ere is even a time clock in front of each
to ilet , with a t ime limit for t he toilers t o remain inside.
But where is th ere a fact ory that has not its eeboten rs
who show their eless solidari ty 'by rin w.ng in time for some
of th eir fellow workerat I n many estsbliehmente th e tim t'
clock has an unaccount able habit of getting out of order
lind flO costing the firm more t han the amoun t of labor
t ime Raved otherwise. As a check against the spread of
eabotaee the employers have tlle ir paid writers t o t ('11 tall'S
o f how sueceee in life is su re to attend the worker who does
not watef the clock and wh o endeavors at every oppor­
tunity to l'avl' money for the employer . But there arc mor e
and mor e of the workers who are coming to RCe th at any
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saving that is mad e is not re flected in their pay enve lope,
hut 6impJy means larger profitll to those who are a lready
~"etting tt.e bulk ot t he good things of life. They also kn ow
th at where ODe might possibly forge a head by being R

" boss-lover ,It the same line of action on the part of the
whole force would reduce the number of employees needed
And probably result in their diemieeal . Knowing th is they
ar e scornful of Elbe rt Hubbard 's veiled preach ments'
egainst sabotage .

Those who denounce sabotage a'S "unfair" Are also
seen to he supporters of rtJe kind of onions that notify
th e employers six months in advance of tI. st rike, thu s al low­
ing th em t o procure sca bs or to stoc k-pile FoO all to haw
,naterial with whieh t o supply th e demand for good'S whil e
t he workers are 'Starving'. Th e same moralists a b o hold
th at it is wro ng for the miners to ce ll ont the pnmpmen
on st rik e h('ell. ll);(' th e m ines wo uld flood, iJrrlonn~ th e fact
that such action would qui ckly bring the employer to
terms.

!

!

vIlT--~""'Tr----'- ,.- .--.--.-..­.- ... ....--- ­_.. •~-".
•,-, In warfare a flank movement if; always feared by eBc'h

(If th e opposing forc es. In the eociel war sabota ge is t he
best k ind of II. flank movement upon our enemy- th e em,
ploy inJ,! class. An a ctual instance will serve to illustrate
the point .

On a n o rchard farm in the state of Washington a di s­
agreement al"ORC over conditions (In the job. A strike took
place. The I . W. W. members among th e str-ikers imm e­
(Hatd )' teleph oned to th e local union in the D f'8reM: city .
Wh('D the employer arrived in town look ing for a new
(' l'C\V he was rath er surprised at his speedy success. Full
fa re -WRS paid for th e men and. the railWay train was
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"\boerded. At the first stop, about two miles from th e city,
t he w hole cre w desert ed th e train. They were all members \

of t he union. Returning to the ci ty the farmer pi cked up "\
fl second erew. H e arranged to have them pay their own
f are , sam e to be refunded upon their errivel on the farm.
This crew 'Went through aU ri ght a nd 'Worked for a while
und er the fanner's direction. Thinki ng the strike was
suocessfnlly broken th e employer finally busied himselI \
"l\ith other matters for the rest (If t he day. Next m<lrning
upon visi ti ng the work Hie fanner was surprised to find ;
that 1000 yo un g trees had bee n pl anted upside down, their
roots w aving t o the beeeee as a mule evidence of 90lidari ty
'Sod sabotage. No further argument was needed to eon,
vince th e fanner of th e " justice" of the demands of the
ori gina l crew.

0""-= 0W1l tlMl~lI&},otaJre ie Dot always
an individual tactic. It ofttimes develope into mflllR action.
Blowing up on the job ie the IDOfit f req uent form of rnass
eabote ee, but a commonly related incident M OWS one of ita
other forms,

A ~n~ of section men workiD~ on a railroad in I n­
diana were notified of a cut in their wa ges. The workers
immediately took t heir shovels to the bleeksmlt b MOp e nd
'Cut. two inches from the fICOOps. Return ing to th e work
t hey told the boss : "Short pay. short shovels."

Every cut in wages is met by a decrease in effleiency
on the part of the woekees. It remelns Cor the militants
to ehow that m lllf!!l sabotage ran be used to counteract the
decreased W&freR th at do not appear in te rms of money.
but ersse from the h igh er COKt of livin~. When this if:,

plAin to t he worken it win he a step (or them to UEIf! Moot ­
sa Jl8 A lever by w hieh to re.i8e wa~ end, in the hA~

fl f t he moM rebe llions, 8 8 '8 meere to destroy profits utterly
For the piece workers other rnethoda of 8llootage must be

,
•,
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used. They, naturally enough, are not interested in dimin­
ish in g their product. Sabotage can be used in th e quality
or upon the materials a nd tools. It is useless to try to give
all the different methods t hat a re cap abl e of being used.
Each line of work dictates its QWD methods.

The ODe point must ever be borne in mind , how ever,
that sabotage is not directed toward the consumer. The
re ason for sabotage is to strike a blo w 81 the emp loyi ng
cla!'lR profits and tb at is the thi ng that rollin always he
uppermost in t he mind of the saboteur. But lake a th eatre
strike, where the patrons are fully aware tha t a boycott is
on a nd the consumer-the playgoer-is then considered an
fl Uy of the employer and therefore to be treated as an
enemy. The motion picture operators , espe cially in Chi­
cago, ha ve used sabotage t o good advantage to clear th e
houses of unfair patrons. They simply dropped some vile
smelling chemicals upon t he floor during th e performance
and then made a quiet and speedy exi t . The audience
generally followed the example within a short time. This
meth od was used only afte r a n extensiveoo;rcott of th e
theatre in questio n bad been advertised.

It is quite na tural that the employing class try to hav e
it I{enerally underst ood th at ssbctaee means poisonlnc
ROUp, putting ground glass in bread, dyn amiting buildinps
an d the like, so the revolutionists must at all times em­
phasize the point that sabotage is not aimed at the con­
sumer but at the heart and soul of the employing class­
the pocketbook.

IX
.. It will be met by th e lockout," iM another argument

advanced against the use of sabotage. That is to say , the
employer, finding sabotage in use in his factory, will cut
oft' all of his profits in order to try to save a portion (I(
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them 1 But let & lockout be used And will not wage work­
en have to be eciplcyed as SOOD &8 ope rations are reeumedt
Will not t he employe r have to hire the same saboteurs, who
Lave remained unknown to him' U workers are imported.
cannot saboteurs get on the job in th e guise of scabs '

A little thought on I.he subject shows Utat a lockout is
impracticable in the face of sabotage . No employer locks
out his fo r ce wiUJ. the intention of keeping thew out
permanently. 'l'ile workers must be re-employed. 'I'heir
lockout experiences will drive home the cl8H8 struggle
mere than would a thousand lectures on the subject, and
many of them will return to work, as was predicted in th e
Law rence strike, " with bitterness in their hearts and emery
d ust in their pockets. " The employe rs, however, reaort to
the lockout only when all else h.. failed. Even when using
tJria weapon they s eek t o have it appear 8.8 a strike, and
th ey launeh it at a time favo rable to themselves in every
particular, and therefore unfavorable to the workers. They
hope, by such a lockout, to came the workers to lose faith
in the st rike as a weapon; failing t o note the fact that
workers strike because they must, and not thro ugh mere
desire. They do Dot know that no &gitator can cause a
strike, no writer can call aa.botage into use. no aocial revo­
lution can be created and conJumm&ted. onleu all the
aociaJly necessary elements of disco ntent are present,

The di rect lockout, even wLen it sence the immediatf>
ends of the employers, is hannful to their class interests
88 a whole. Even Gompen; would scarcely dare preach
"mutual interests" to locked out workers. Instead of
-blamin g themselves fo r having struck, or placing the blame
upon ineffieiea t strike leadership, all t he batred of the
workers Is di rec ted a gainst the employers. Armed with a
knowledge of 8&botage the WOlken return to their tub,
mere terrible in defeat than in victory.
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Nor can the military for cea be successfully employed
against sabotage. The employers could not long afford to
have a ecldier to guard eaeh worker . The workers, in
faet, would immediate ly reb el when placed under such
espionage. Neither is t here any surety that sabo tage will
not have permeated the army. It is there already and it
is growing in favor . Even were t he workers to allow the
milit ary r ule it would simply mean that sabotage would
cease for the ti me being, t o break out all th e more fiercely
the moment the soldiers were withdrawn. The employers
well kn ow that th eir ru le rests upon the peaceful acquies­
cence of the workers. They will sca rce ly underm ine their
own foundation by employing soldiers to massacre an
ent ire force when '8 militant minority use eebotage.

Now tha t the capitalist class ~re ceasing even t o per­
form the slight task of nominal super intendence in th e
industries to which they hold legal t itle. th ey are entitled
to absolutely no consid eration at the hands of the eetuel
producers '()f wea lth. Their withdrawal also means that
the slight r emaining check to sabotage if> being removed,

Eliminating all the obviously master class obj ections
there remain but two pertinent quest ion'S from the point of
view of the class conscious wage worker. Does sabotage
destroy working class solida r ity! will sabotage continue
t o disarrange industry when th e workers have t aken
pC'SSessl.on!

Taking up the two questions in tu rn it can be show n
that sabotage is not 'a boomerang thet will return to slay
those who use it.

X

Working class solidarity is simply th e result of a
consciousness of power. Sabotage, by arming the workers
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wit h a weapon which the masters can not wrest f rom them.
adds greatly to t he feeling of strength.

Mess sabotage is in itself a sign of solidarity. The
concerted withdra.waJ of e1ftciency, by Blowing down or
other mea.ns, 11 sure to bind the worken closer together.
This is t rue whether tll ey are organized or not. In case
th ey are or ganized it gives to the workers a greeter sense
(If security as well as additional ind ustrial cont rol.

Individual acts of sabotage, performed to th e end tha~

claaa benefit be derived, can in no way militate against
aol1da.rity. Rather they promote unity. Th e sabo teur in­
volves no one but himself end is J mpelted to take th e risk
by reason of his strong class desires.

Solidari ty between the capitalists does DOt see m t o be
affec ted by their use (If sabotage. That they fight each
other with that potent weapon is quite evident, Tha t t hey
use it npon t be workera is also eaaily seen. But nowhere
can it be shown tbat th ere has been a division in th e ranks
of thei r fighting organizations, wh en the workers 'Wen'
doing battle against them, as a result of th eir use of
ASOOtage.

Various ease s of this capitalist sabotage migh t be
quoted. Ooerpeti tors of th e Standard Oil Company ofte n
found that Iegal documents had been improperly executed
f OT them. Hivals of th e Sugar Trust had foreign materia ls
introduced into their shipments, and in t he fight of Fleve­
meyer agains"t Spreckels th e latter 's maehinery had an
uoaecountable habit of getting o ut of ord er. A Denver
brewing 'com pany ftlIJJlOfd r-uined a competitor by hiring
mea to spread t he "w ry that A decomposed body had been
found at the bot tom (If its rival 's brew-vat. But when it
comes to robbing the wage workers these capitalist sa bo­
teurs e re "banded together like thieves at a fAir."
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Several of the eo-ealled "muck-raking" magazines have
been forced to suspend through the use of sabotage. Uamp­
ton '8 was killed in that manner by tb oee eapitalisla who
saw t heir interests menaced, The Appeal to Reason bas
been a sufferer at th e hands of ca pitalist saboteurs who
pied th eir mailing lists and played havoc with the mRiting
room generally. J ust imagine t he effecls upon capitalism
were th e Appeal to ha ve it s millions of readers apply the
Harne tacticsl

Upon learning that "accidents" had happened to fifty
thousand yards of cloth, during the t rial of Etter, Giovan­
nit ti and Caruso, William Wood is repo rted to hav e eeid
.. They are beating us at our own game." Surely no o ne
can seriously claim t irat sabotage in the t.ertile industry has
DOt helped to cemen t the various 'Workers al l the more
closely together.

Even were it t rue t hat sabotage worked against sol­
idarity to some extent, still it would ha ve to receive eon­
side ration 8B an economic factor. It is sure to remain in
use &0 lone as we have production for profit instead of for
use. It is eo-existent with human slav el'Y.. No a1l8Jylis
of the labor movement is complete where 8&botage 11 not
accepted as a weapon.

Just as sabotage must differ in each indust ry so e lse
must it change with indu st rial development, Should capi­
talism create -An obligarehy to crush out all labor organiZA­
tion the attempt would be met by destructive sItbotage.
The degree of dest ruc ti on would depend upon the measure
of repression.

But should matters follow t heir present ecurse, with
the possibility of t he workers gaining an ever inereasing
amount of indust rial control, then labor 's teetiee will de­
velop accordingly, with constructive sabotage 88 the result.
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To every positive there must be a negative and in all
cases destructi on must precede construction. Therefore.
there is PO abmrdity in the term "constructive sabotage."

Sabotage may mean the direct destruction of property.
Apin it may mean indirect destru ction through organized
inefficiency. Or Il.S an alte rnative it may proceed from n
jlTe&ter degree of efficiency than is desired by th e employ­
ing ('J8M. This last is the point toward which sabotage
tends when coupled with class solidari ty.

The direct destruction of property for immediate in­
dividual benefit or to make a gain for a small group is but
the following ont of the th eory . of eeonomie determi nism.
As such no revolutionist can condemn it. The indirect de­
struction of property for gro up benefit may also be a class
weapon. It may he abused, but 80 may any other mean"
of warfare. Like the strike, the fear ot m UBe has ftR

gJ't'!at a power as its direc t application. The constructive
quali ties. in such a ease, eomea f rom its power to solidify
labor . A COnsclOU8Dess of economic might springs from
the knowledge thu. gained, that the employers have DO

forte save that given by the labor of the slave claas.
A1J solidarity i!I produced the re comes an added feelioJ:

of responsibility upon th e organized work ers. Gainin,:t
more end more the control of industry they realize that.
ere long the~ent of the whole of 80ciety 'Wil1 rest
in their hands. Sabotage. wbieh is sure to be used 90 lon~

as a «lave eleee exlste, will then take on a de6oitL>ly con­
st ructive ehareeter .

It is already th e trend for sabo tage to be direc ted more
agai nst the product t han the machine . .As -the idea of an
inj ury to one being an injnry t o all sinks i n more thor­
c ugbly .we sh al l see products sabotaged in a dift'erent man­
ner-:-eonstmetively.
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The workers are coming to see tha t their claM is the
one to whom adulte rated food, shoddy clothing and rotten
materials are 801d, and by refuBing to ad ul terate products
t hey not only destroy the employers ' profits but safeguard
their own lives 88 well. The bakers can gain the same
res ult by putting th e best of mat erials in the bread and
pastry as they can by inserting ooal oil. The secret refusal
of packing bouse workers to handle rotten meets certainly
is ecnstructive from a elBSS or a social viewpoint. Yet
suc h actions are llS fatal to the employers ' profi ts as is
the di rect destru cti on of p roducts. I n Ieet it does mean
the destruction of alum in bekeri es , of " slunk " calves ill
packi ng houses, of " shoddy " in th e woolen mill s, end the
d estructi on of capitalist p roperty in profit&.

The IDa'88 of 'Workers a re already propertilcea. No t i (~

hinds th em to our so-called civilization . Sabo tage, for pro­
teetion lUI well as for revenge, appeals 10 t hem. They ha ve
nothing t o lose and much to gain by it s use. Their eco­
nomic condition calls for eebotage 8lJ a weapon againlrt
oppression . Th is mass mus t be imp rt"gnated with t he jdea l
of working d88M control of indnstry 80 their saOO18l':1' may
take on a constructive ctlaracter. That idea! itl already
firi ng the brains and ner ving the ha nds of thousands of
migratory workers.

Wit hou t epologising for sabotage in any form , it can
11(' said th at constructi ve sabotage ill destieed to be a vita l
power in the clR.sa stru ggle from now nntil Capitalism falls
and the industries are operated 'by the producers of all
we-alt ho

xu
witb t he workers in fuJI control of industry it is evi­

dent that a ll able bodied adults wi ll he required to take
part in thc productive process. This means an end tn
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classes and class rule; th e d isappea r ance of th e polit ical
st ate; ROO the ca rrying on of p roduction for UBe ins tead of
for profit. Ind ustrial brotherhood will 'have ended th e t er­
rible civil war in industry and sabotage win naturally
cease when the reason for its exi stence ts removed. In an
Industrial Democracy, where the productivity of the whole
body wou ld be r eflected in the life of the individual and
the sets of the individual in turn 'Would 'be "& cont ribution
to all of society, it is inconceivable that sabotage would
sti ll be carried on . Any continuation of its usc over an
extended period would show the necessity for another in­
dustrial adjustment t o secu re t he real objects of the revo-
lution. .

Should th e victory of th e workers be forestalled by
State Boclalism , or governmental ownership of Industry ,
it would be a signal for a n inc reased use of sabotage 0 11

the part of the industrialists. The government al t endency
to regard a strike of state employees as treason t o be
curb ed by court martial. 'Would be met by 'a st rike on the
job th rou gh t he medium of sabotage. Many of the present
congressmen have a lready st-ate d that they regard the for ­
matio n of a labor union a IIll()ng postal employees 8 S ill egal.
and that a st rike would mean nothing less Ulan treason
to th e government. The postal employees need run I'l'O

risk of being court mertieled or even dismieeed from t he
service. In mass sabotage they have a weapon 'which may
be used in an enti rely legal but none th e less effective
manlier. They can obey ali rules. The example was given
'by some Austrian post al workers some two yea rs ago, as
r eported in the SatuMay E vening Post.

In order 10 gain certain demands, without losing their
jobs. the Aw;:trian postal workers strietly observed. the
rule that all mail matter must be weighed t o flee if th e
proper postage was affixed. Fonnerly they had passed,
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without weighing, all thos e let t ers and parcels which were
clearly under weight, thus living up to the spirit of the
r egulation but not 'to its exact wording. By taking each
separate piece of mail matter t o th e scales, ca refully
weigh ing same s od then returning i t to ita proper place,
th e postal workers had the office congested with urrweighed
mail on the eeeond day, 'I'his method is more effective
than striking, especially when used on a large scale.

In 1905 the railway workers of Italy ga ve 8 good ex­
ample of t he valu e of legal sabotage. They simply re­
mained at their accustomed pl aces and obeyed all the rules
and regulations. Wh en a person purcbesed a ticket th ey
had to present the exact ch ange. When they fa iled to com­
'PI)', the rule in quest ion was read to them. The wicket
closed exactly on the set t ime, leaving long lines of waiting
passengers. Inside the yards the same thing was going
on. Every car was examined to make sure that it was in
good condit ion. }~very nut and bolt W /Ul tested before a
car was allowed to leave the yard. Switching engines
moved at the rate of speed called for in the regulations:
When the indignant passengers tried to leave th e cars they
were held by the station guards and were shown the rule
that forbade them to leave. Trains were thus held for
hou rs, and finally when r eleased from the station they were
not allowed to run beyond th e legal r ate of speed and all
signals were scrupulously observed. The service was com.
pletely demoralized within a short time.

'So sabotage may be expected not only to fonn an in­
ereasingly popular weapon against capitalism, hut also to
be a means of bringing about th e speedy downfall of any
govemmental-ownersbip schemes t hat may be hatched for
the purpose 'O! blocking the road to industrial freedom.
Only with the galning of indutri&1 freedom will sabotage
Itop.
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When a strike brea ks out th e employers are quick to
seize some prominent figures in the fight to place under
arrest on serious chargeR. This in itse lf is not a bad thi ne
for it has t he immedia te effect of 90lidifying t he strikers .
But when th ese arrests are multiplied to such en extent
that speci al publicity cannot be had in each C88e, and con­
viction results, the workers are weakened. The increasing
contempt for legal procedure wiH 'automatically shut off
funds to support gn~h C&8e8 unless it ean be ahawn that the
propaganda value of the triaJa is equal to the amount of
eeah expended. Yet it is certain that PO organization pro­
claiming that IIAn injury to one is an injury to all " can
abando n any of t he vic timized workers. New tacti cs must
be empl oyed in such cases. Sabotage iJ the moat logical
weapon to force a discontinuance of the pr&etlce of lllTf!st­
lng strike leaders.

Let t he ellpitalist be reasonably certain thAt any at­
tempt to judicially Rtraogle the spokeemee of the workers
will be met by a prolonged series of mishaps in the indue­
triell, end their handa will be stayed. Let the d epriving
of the worken of their liberty be It. mgnal to deprive the
employer of all profits, and arre8tll Wl11 cease to multiply.
Law i8 a thing in which the wage slaves pht.y no part. but
industry is the place where the employers are impotent
when th e workers decide to act. Th e same thing may be
applied to eases where active nnion men, committee mem­
bers, ete., are discharged. The employer ~enera1ly starts
hi" blacklist work et '8. season when .II strike is undeRirabl,.
from a working el&8ll viewpoint, and the disehtlrgetJ may
even be for th e purpose of provoking a premature strike.
Sabotage should he the answ er to the disrnptive attempts
of the emploYf'n. Then a~in. theft are minor grievances
in th e ahope 'Which th e employer refn~ to adjust and
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which are scarcely serio us enough to warrant the tying up
of industry. After d ue notificati on sabotage can be em­
ployed to gain the demands. TlllB: is espeeially true where
the whol e body ar e not class conscious enough to engage in
an intennittent or irrit ation st rike.

Sabotage h'8B 'been called a confession of weakness be­
cause of its use when 8 st ri ke bas fail ed, where 8. strike is
not a dvisable, and where the organi zation is wttbcat mass
power because of being in the process of formation. Ad­
mitting the charge, is it not true that the workers are still
largely without consciousness or power I It would be sui­
eidal to ac t on th e theory that we are today clothed with
the might for w'hich we are struggling. Being weak we
;D1118t guard our embryonic or ganization, using every mean s
'wi th in our grasp save that of compromise with our enemy,
th e employing class.

Another childish charge is that sabotage cannot gain
any benefit fur 'the workers that could not as 'Well be gained
by th orough industrial orgen leatlon, Can the battles of
th e present 'be fought with the weapons of the future ' W (1
are not armed today with thorough orgenieation, but every,
toiler in the industries bas sabotage at his OOIJUDand. With
thorough Induetelel organ isa t ion there would be no WahT(1
system and it is idle to suppose that the eapit ali8ts will
a llow the workers to build a union to displace them with­
out making strenuous attempts to wreck the structure .
'Sabotage can be ueed as a means of figbting capitalism in
its attempts to stop the creating of a Dew society. The
above mentioned argument soun ds strangely like that of
th e politician. We are told to elect a mayor to prevent
violence agai nst st riki ng workers. Suggesting that th e
militi a would he sent if the mayor refused to protect pri­
vate property according to his oath of offi ce we are t old
that it is the povem or who abo must be elected before we
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rrtrike. Wh en the regular &l"IIly is employed we are gravely
informed that a SoeiaJist P resi dent is the necessary artiele
to win strikes with. Then to crown it we are told by some
that strikes will cease when a social ist is president, while
others maintain that the president will abolish his of'fl('e
and turn th e industries over to ttJe workers.

But strike leaders are being j&iled and active rebels
vietimized now and we must meet conditions as they exillt
and not 88 th ey will be when the present systern is over­
thrown. Sabotage is a weapon of tbe existing dai ly com­
ba t between the masters and the slaves.

XIV

.. Open Mouth " sabotage shows th e weapon in ita best
fonn, a form which allows the spy but li ttle place to ad j

which does not allow use of p olice ; w'hich strikes at the
fraudulent practices on which Capitalism is based.

Commerce today is fo unded on fraud . Capitalism 's
standard of honesty demende that th e wage slave lie to
everyone except his employer. An honest business man i~

a myth and an honest clerk could not sell the shoddy goods
of the merchants. There is not a single portion of the
commerce of the en t ire world wher e exact truthfulness
would not spell financial min und er present conditi ons.

In t he foodstuffB industry open mouth eebotege i.~

pee ullerly potent. Ita use will at once enlist the eupport
of a largf: portion of the public. It becomes one of th e
2ligbest eoclel acta. Let the workers, instead of striking.
or even when on strike, expose the methods of m&Dufacture
and the boss will soon eome to t erms.

Let t he worsera in the candy Ieetceies tell of th e
glueoee , terra alba and other poisonous substances in the
eendlee and the consumer becomes hostile to th e manu­
facturer.



.. SA B O T A.G E

Let the cooks tell how food is prepared for the table :
of bow foul meats are treated with chemicals 80 they may
be eervedj let th e dishwashers, wa iters and other hotel and
restaurant workers tell of conditions under which dishes
are "washed " and the orde rs " prepared, It and the em.
players will be forced into submission.

Let the building workers make known the substi tuti on
that inVllriably takes place in erecting structures by eon­
.....t,

Let th e firem en epreed the news of boilers in which
eteem ill generated to a dangerous point in order to I18.ve
expenses.

The factory workers can tell of goods piled up beyond
th e fire limit. The workers engaged in the building 0'
bridges, dams, reservoirs and s tructure s of a similar nature,
can tell of inferior mate rials used therein and of method!'!
of construction not according to specifications. ofttimes
being the direct cause of many deaths, Worken on th e
railroads ean t ell of faulty engines, unsafe trestles. Marine
transport workers would do well to tell of the insufficient
number of lifeboats, of inferior belts, and 80 forth . The
temle worker can teU of the shoddy whieh is sold as
" wool. "

The persistent use of open mouth 88.botage, besid es
gaining the demands of the workers, wil l be more efrecti ve
in bringing about the stoppage 'Of adulteration of f()()(\s
than " pure food lawa" or other rnnedialleglstatlon.

Nor does open mouth sabotage end th ere. The work­
ers earry with them the secrete of the masters. Let t hem
divulge these secrets, whether they be secret methodB of
manufadure that competitors an atri.ving to learn. or ecte
of repression directed agains t the workers. Let the Inuten
know that henceforth they muat deal with indmtrlal
mutiny.
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Both France an d 'this oountry can reecrd caaea where

it has been found expedient to have loyal workers pose as
detectives 60 as t o ferret out the eeereta of the IDa8ten!'
guardians. The famous ease in Boise, Idaho, is one ex­
ample ; and in nearly every great battle the working class
forces are forewarned of some of the intended at tacks.

w itb this effectual form of sabotage we do not think
th at even the reformer can quarrel. In fact, he is a party
to it at all times and he justifies it on humanita rian
grounds.

CONCLUSION

Labor prodnces all wealth-aU wealth belongs to labor.
We, the workers , ment al and manuel , with our muse1e,

mind and skill, wrest raw materials from the breast of
Nature an d with infini te pain fashion them in to the things
of eoelel val ue. W e are the cre ators-to us belong th [>
products. So far as actual productive processes are con­
cerned we are in possession of industry, yet we have neither
ownership nor control because of an ebsred bellef in prop­
erty rights.

We stand aghast at the things of our own making.
We create proper ty and let it master us. We build things
great and small and we who are greater than all stand in
abject fear of our own creations, £oolishin g thinking them
t o have some supern atural powerc-eome force outside
ourselves.

P roperty and precedent MIle us 'all today and t he
precedents rest, one an d all, upon a property basis. Things
of flesh and blood. and bone and sinew and tissue are held
cheap 88 compare d to th e things of iron and steel and
stone and brick an d wood. " Property is robbery, It said
Proudhon. If this means that r everen ce for .. property
rights ." is the basis of .all exploitation, th en Proudbon was
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right. The ide-a tha t wealth is greater than ibl creators
has enslaved th e world's toilers.

We have damned ourselves because we have thought
that th e right of the bakeshop and the bread WI18 greater
than th e right of the working man 's empty stomach. That
same fo olish belief JIBS crowded countless thousands into
death-dealing te nements, whil e on th e healthy outskirts of
t he city ' th ere are numerous vacant dwellings. Garment
'Workers are out at the elbows whi le the ware house shelves
groan 'beneath their load of clothing. " Properly" is in­
d eed a hideous Frankenstein which will destroy us unl ess
we are firs t able to destroy the sancti ty with which it is
surrounded.

Sabotage is discredited by those who believe in prop­
erty rights. It is the weapon of those who no longer re v­
erence the thing that fetters t hem. Its advocacy and me
help to d estroy th e I. properly illusion." The parasites.
who have property, oppose sabotage, while the producers.
who Ihave poverty, are commencing t o wield that potent
weapon .

Is t he machine more than its makers! Sabotage sayl'l
":No' "

Is the product greater th an i ts produeerat Sabotage
says "No! "

Sabot&ge places human life-a.nd especially the life of
the only 1lIeful clan-higher than all else in the universe.

Will you keep pri vate property and public poverty.
master class mo rals and working class misery, capitalism
and crime-c-or will you arise in your outraged manhood
and take a stand f or sabotage, solidarity and a new social
order in which there will he neither master D'Or slave T
For sabotage or for slavery? Which?

Finis
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