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PUBLISHERS' NOTE.

The national convent ion of the Socia list Patty
of America. in 1912 included in the party con­
stitution the now famous "Section Six," provid­
ing that "any member who opposes political ac­
t ion or advocates crime , sabotage or oth er meth­
ods oEviolence as a weapon o f the working class
to aid in its emancipation, sha n be expelled from
membe rship in the party." By a referendum
vote the party decided to str ike otit the clause in
which the word "sabotage" appears. Unfor­
tuna tely, the clause as presented by the conven­
t ion was adopted at th e same t ime. The mean­
ing of this is simply that a majori ty of the mem­
bership was confused over the whole question
and did not know how to vote.

The enforcement of the clause is in the hands
o f the separate locals. and the discussion of th e
subject is marked by heat rather than light. In
vi ew c.f this, the managers of th is co-operative
publishin g house believe it will be a service to
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the party to circulate a book which explains the
actual meaning o f sabotage as understood by
those who advocate it. Our view of the attitude
which the Socialist Party should maintain on this
quest ion is accurately expressed in a resolution
unanimously adopted by the same convention
which gave birth to "Section Six." It is thi s:

"That the pa r t)' has neither the right nor the
desire to interfere in any controversies which
may exi st within the labor union movement over
questions of fonn of organization or technical
methods of action in the industrial struggle, but
trusts to the labor organizat ions the mselves to
solve these questions."

\Ve migh t stop here. But one thin g more
needs to be said. Whethe r sabo tag e is advi sable
is a comparat ively unimpo rtant question, and a
question which each labor union must and will
sett le for itself. The big question is whether
the Soc ialist P arty is delibe rately to attack the
unions wh ich aim at the overthrow of capitalism,
and set itself to woo the officials of the reaction­
ary un ions whose confessed aim is to leave capi­
talism undisturbed pr ovided only they can get
good wa ges and safe jobs for their own members.

This is the issue within the S OCIalist Party.
It is not yet clearly understood by a maj ority of
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the membership. wben it comes to be clearly
understood. aU who care for the princi ples of
Socialism will take their stand with th e revotu­
t iona!')' unions. I f by an y chan ce those who
care more for public office than for Socialism
should succeed in driving the revolutionist s out
o f the party, its usefulness to the Socialist move"
ment will be- gone and its days will be numbered.
A far more probable outcome is a union between
ou r Socialist pol itician s and the P rogressives.
There lies an easy road to office for tbose to
whom office-holding is an ideal. c. n . K.
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INTRODUCTION

, l.
I Of all the words of a more or less esoteric
I tast e which have been purposely denaturalized
I and twisted by the capitalist press in order to

terrify and mysti fy a gu llib le public. "Direct
Actio" " and " Sabotayt''' rank easily nex t to
Ana rchy, Nihilism, Fre e Love. Keo-Malthu­
sianism , etc., in the hierarchy of infern al In­
ventions.

T() be sure, the capita lis t class know s full
well the exact mea ning o f these words and
the doctrines and purpose s behind them, but
it is , of cou rse, it s most vital int erest to throw
suspicion on and raise popular contempt an d
hatred against th em as soon as th ey beg in to
appear and 'before th ey are understood . tor
the purpose of crea ting an antagonistic em-i­
ronment to them and thus check the growth
of th eir propaganda.

American Capitalism having succeeded In
making the word An archism synonymous with

II
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disorder, chaos, vi olence an d murde r in the
pop ular mi nd-with the com plicity of the
cowardly silence of so-called revolutionists­
it is now th e turn of Syndicalism, D irect Ac­
tion and Sa botage to be equally misrep re-­
sented, lied about and defamed.

This is of no surprise to us-but what actu­
ally astounds an d appals us is that the So­
cialist Party, itself so much maligned and
calumniated up to a few ye ats ago. should
now come out to the aid of Capitalism in this
ignoble work of prevarication, to the extent of
actually taking the initiative in vilifying and
discrediting these new t heories.

Thus we find that whil st in the laws of no
State in the Union is Sabotage classed amongst
felonies or misdemeanors, the Soc ialist Party,
firs t in its National Convention at In dianapolls
and next by referendum vote, finger-printed
an d be rtilloned Sabotage amongst "crimes "
and made it a capital offense against its canon
Jaws, puni shable by immediate expulsion from
t he ran k and file.

Therefore. whilst you cannot be fined or
sent to jail for advocating Sabotage, nor do
you risk being excommunicated for heresy by
the Catholic Church. you can and will be ex.
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pelled from the Soc ialist Pa rty, which claims
to be the pol itical wing of the revolut ionary
labor movement.

This can have but two explanations. Either
that the Socialist Party in it s unbridled quest
for votes and th irst (or power wants to become
respectab le in th e e)"C5 of the bourgeoisie at
any price and risk, or tha t in utter ignorance
of what it was judgi ng and condemning it wee
induced to believe by a clique of unscrupu lous
polit icians that Sabotage is the French trans­
lation of bomb th ro wing, assassination, in ­
cendiarism and all around he ll on earth.

' Ve take the tatter v iew and 'w e are con­
firmed in our belief by th e astounding fact
that a committee of five has been selected by
t he Socialist Pa rty to define Sabotage for the
purpose of determining what it is . . . alter
having damned it on genera l pri nciples.

t The ai m o f this pamphl et be ing precisely
i, this. we shall make botd to offer our own

definition whilst we wait ' ( 01" the response of
the Solons aforesaid.

\ Vhat , then, is Sabotage ? Sebotage is:
A . Any conscious and u;]l ul ad 071 the part

of one or more workers intended to slacken and
reduu the output 01 production in the industriol
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field, or to restrict trade and re duce the profits in
the commercial field, in order to secure f rom thelr
employers better conditions or to enforce those
promised or maintain those already prevailing,
when no other 'way of redress is open.

B . A ny skillf ul operoticn on the machinery of
production intended flat to destroy it or permo­
flclltly render it defective, but only to temporarily
disable it a1ld to put it out of running condition
in order to mak e im possible the w ork of scabs
and thus to secure the complete and real stoppage
of work during a strike.

whether you ag ree or not, Sabotage is this
and nothi ng bu t t his. I t is not destruct ive. It
has nothing to do wit h violence. nei ther to
life nor to property . It is nothing more or
less than the chloroforming of the organism
of production, the " knock-out drops" to put
to sleep and out of harm's way the ogres of
s teel and fire that watch and mult iply the
t reasures of King Capita l.

Of cours e, at least in respect to the first
part of this definition , Sabotage is not a nov­
elty. As Pouget sa)'s and proves, it is as old
as human exploitation, and with very little
effort we can tra ce it as far back in America
as the day when the first pa triotic and piou s
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Puritan gent leman boug ht the first sine or .
mortga ged the body of the first redem ptioner \
to th e greate r g lo ry of his holy Bible and his I
holier pocketbook.

If so, why is it that only since th e Law­
renee Strike, Sabot age loomed up in such ter­
rifle light? It is easily explained.

A ce rta in simple th ing which is more or lese
generally practiced and thought very plain
and natural, as for instance, a neg ro picking
less cotton when receiving less grub, becomes
a mon strous thing, a crim e and a blasphemy
wh en it is openly advocated and ad vised .

It is s imply becau se there is no danger in
any act in itsel f when it is determined by nat­
ural instinctive impul se and is quite uncon­
scious and unpremedita ted- it only becomes
da ngero us when it becomes the translated prac­
tical expression of an idea even thou gh , or
rather because, th is idea has originated from
the act it self.

It is !SO of Sabotage as of a good man)' other
th ings. Take, for instance. the Ques t ion of
d ivorce. T o be divor ced and marry again is
quite a decent. legal and respectable thing to
do in the eyes of the chu rch, th e s tate and the
third power, which is public op inion.
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Now. a rich man having grown tired of his
wife (or "ice versa, or both ways). he properly
puts her awa y through th e ki nd intervent ion
of a so lemn-faced, black-robed ju dge, and mar­
ries a chores gi rl through the same k ind help
of a very venerable and holy bishop. Nobody
is shocked-on the contra ry , th e papers are
futl of t his grand affa ir and every body is we ll
pleased. except some old maids and the regular
town gossips.

T he rich man may stop he re if he is prope rly
mated, and may go further if he thinks he 15
not. He ca n repeat th is wonderful performance
as many times as he likes--there is no lim it
to it and it is don e quite ofte n.

But. if you should- say at th e third or fourth
repetit ion of th ese public solemnities, find out
th at they are all quite unnecessary and that
the aforesaid rich man cou ld and should more
properly keep his bedroom affairs to himself,
if you should ventu re tha t he could as well
dispense with judge and priest, you would be
howled at that ) "OU are a filthy free lover, a
defiler of the sanct ity of the home, and so on.

How do you explain that? It is because the
fact tha t a rich man (he may be a poo r one
at that) pu ts away three or four o r ten wives



INTRODUCTIO N 17

is of litt le importance in itself, it is only when
ou t of th is plain everyday phenomenon you
draw the th eory of the freedom o f the sexes
th at the bourgeo is jumps up and screams , for
though free love be and has 31\\'3)"5 been a
fact. it is only when it becomes 0,. Id~a that
it becomes a dynamic and di sin tegrating force
of bourgeoi s soc iety, in so far as it wrests (rom
th e political sta te one o f its ca rdinal faculties.

Again, it is a well-kn own an d established
fact th at , s ince Bible day s, the practi ce of pre­
venting ge nera t ion ha s been more Or less In

gene ra l use. Over a hun dr ed years ago an
English cle rgyman, Ma lth us, came out wi th
the astounding doctrine th at humanity was
reproducing itself too swiftly and in such alarm­
iog proportions as to impair the lives and wel­
fare of the whol e race, which some day would
hav e to devour itself for lade of food. Imme­
diately there was loud and jubil an t praise from
th e bou rgeois camp, wh ere the new doct rine
was heralded as a condemnation of Socialism
in so far as it pu t the 'blame of poverty, not
on the evil dis t ribution of wealth , but on the
excessive numbers of it s con sumers.

Malthue ju sti fied and even cons ide red as a
blessin g. wars, famines. pestilences, earthquakes,
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everyt hing that would tend to check the growth
o f population, and th e bourgeois cheere d hi m­
self hoarse. Then, suddenly th e neo-Malthu­
sian came ou t. He noticed how the bourgeois
families throughout th e world have an average
o f two or three children at the most and pro­
ceeded to advise th e work ing class to do the
sa me. Malthus was right, said his successor,
but , instead of slaugh terin g the living, let us
reduce th e number o f those that arc to come.

The bourgeo isie had been doing that already
for years in France, as in Am erica . Statistics
show th at the lower clas ses were innocent of
race suicide, yet as soon as th e idea came out
o f the undeniable fact s, a chorus of condemna­
tion rose against it ; its preachers were con­
demn ed as immoral and criminals, la ws we re
m ade against them, and the subject was ta­
booed as a filthy and inde cent one.

We might go on wit h examples, but we
must confine ourselves to our subject . The
idea we wan ted to convey is that a sin is eb­
so lvable only wh en it is con fesse d as such,
but becomes a damnable one when a n explana­
t ion is found {or it , in th e same way as a simple
act of general practice becomes a crime when
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a ju stification is found for it and it is advo­
cated a.:. a good thing.

The fact is that modem society rests only
on appearances and illusions , and derives its
raiso" d'dr~ not from the existence or non­
existence of certain things, but on the general
accepted credence that thes-e things do or do
not exi st. T ru th becomes a menace to soci ety
and hence a crime, not when it is seen and fell
by personal ex perience, though everybody see
and feel it, but only when it is told and ex­
posed, for then only it becomes subversive by
being d iscussed and reasoned over.

This is especially t rue of the conditions of
the working classes. Every working man is
poo r and miserable, but only when he hear s
h is woes de sc ribe d from the spe aker 's pla t­
form o r sees h is t ragedy re-enacted on the
s tage doe s he become conscious o f it. and there­
fore dangerous to the d igest ion of his ma sters.

Hence, the necess ity of agi tators and " fa­
natics " and the fran tic e fforts of the master
class to keep t ightly the cover on the Pandora
ja r. T hat Sabotage has been pract iced more
or tess genera lly for centu ries they unmistak­
ingly kn ow, but that it should be now told,
explained, justi fied and perfected int o a veri-
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table weapon of attack and defense they cannot
for one second coun tenance. For these gentle­
men, th ere are no classes in America. There
was no Socialism in America. up to four years
ago. when it yelled so loud that they had to
jump up and bow to it.

Now there is no Syndicalism, and, of course,
th ere never was and never shall be any Sab­
otage except in the vaporings of some fro thy­
mouthed foreign agita tors.

It is the wisdom of the ostrich. say you. No,
by no means-it is the wisdom of Argus who
sees everything with h is hund red eyes an d
kno ws t hat th e on1y thing that can oppose the
spreading of a t ru th is the spreading of a lie.

IL
This book let is not written rOT capitalis ts

nor for the upholders of the capit alist system.
therefore it docs not purpose to just ify or ex­
cuse Sabotage before the ca pitalist mind and
morals.

Its avowed aim is to explain and expound
Sabotage to the working class, especially to
that part of it wh ich is revolutionary in aim
if not in method , an d as this ever-growing
fraction of the proletariat has a special men-
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tality and hen ce a speci al morality of its own,
this introduction pu rports to prove tha t Sab­
otage is fully in accordance with the sa me.

W e sha ll endeavor to prove that it is not in­
compa t ible wit h proletarian ethics, either as
represented by the tenets o f conservative union­
ism or as cod ified by polit ical Soc ialism, as
Sa botage, in ou r opin ion , can eq ually s tand
the test of Mr. Gompers' Pentateuch and Mr .
Berger's Pandects. if it only be given a fair
trial by a jury of its peers and no ex post f acto
laws be made against it, as wa s done at the
In dianapolis Conven t ion of th e SOcialist Party.

The firs t bona fide admission we a sk from
its opponents is that Sabotage, whether a good
or a bad thing, has an honest purpose-tha t is
to say, that wh ether it inju re o r not the capi­
talist or be ju st or unj ust, wise o r unwise, its
sole aim is to benefit the worki ng class. This
cannot 'be den ied . The only in jury to the
cause of the workers that has been laid at its
doo rs is that it discredits their caus e before
th e pub lic mind and th at it debases the moral
value of th ose who pract ice it , by making them
sneaks and liars. These cha rges we shall ex­
amine later-just now we wan t to be gran ted,
in all fairness, the admission that we are
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pro mpted by an honest desire to be nefit our
class. The fact that it is uph eld and advo­
cated by the most fearless champions of the
workers' cause throughout the world, such as
Pa uget , Yvetot, Herve, Labriola. De Ambrl s,
Mann, Haywood, etc., all men who have proven
by personal sacrifice their st aunch and finn ­
loyal ty to their cla ss, takes away fro m Sabo­
tag e all shadows of suspicion that it is the
theory of disrupters and agents provocateurs. It
th en remains to prove that the means as such
is "ethica lly just ifiable," and this Mr. Pouget
does in a clear, conc ise and masterful way.
H owever, it may not be amiss to add a few
re ma rks in re lation to American conditions
and the American labor movement.

Let us there fore conside r Sabotage unde r
it s two aspec ts" first as a personal relaxat ion
o f work when wages and condit ion s are not
satisfacto ry, and next as a mischievous tam­
pering with machinery to secure its complete
immobilizat ion during a st rike. It must be
said with especial emphasis that Sabotage is
not and must not be made a syste matic ham­
peeing of production, that it is not meant as a
perpetual clogging of the workings of indus-­
try, hut that it is a simple expedient of wa r,
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to be used only in time of actual warfare with
sobriety and moderation. an d to be laid by when
the t ruce interve nes. Its own limi ta t ions will
he self-eviden t afte r th is book has been re ad,
and need not be explained here.

The first form of Sabotage, which was for­
merly known as Go Ca,mie. as Mr. Pou get tells
us, consis ts purely and simply in " going slow"
and " taking it easy" when the bosses do the
sa me in regard to wages.

Let us suppose that o ne hund red men have
an agreement wi th th e boss that they should
work eight hours a day and ge t $-f,OO in return
for a certain amount or work. The American
Federation of Labor is very pa rticular-and
wisely so-c-th at the amoun t o f work to be done
du ring a day be clearly s t ipulated and agreed
upon by the two con tracting pa rt ies-the
workers and their em ployers, this for the pur­
POSI: o f prevent ing any " speed ing up."

Now, to exe mplify, let us suppose that these
one hu nd red workers a re bricklayers. get fifty
cents a n hOUT, wo rk eight hours and , as agreed.
lay fourteen hundred bricks a day. Now, one
good day the boss comes up an d tells th em he
can' t pay th em $4.00 a day but they mu s t be
sa ti sfied with $3.50. It is a slade season, there
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are plen ty o f idle men and , mor eover, the jo~

is in t he country where th e work ers cannot
very well qui t and re tu rn home. A st rik e. for
SO~ reason or another, is out of the question.
Such things do happen. What at e th ey to do ?
Yield to the boss sheepishly and supinely? But
here come s the Syndicalist who tell s them.
"Boys, the bo ss reduced fifty cents on your
pay-why not do th e same and reduce two
hundred bricks on your day's work ? And iF
the boss not ices it and remonstrates, well , lay
th e usual number of bric ks, bu t see that the
mortar does not stick so weU, so that the top
pa rt o f th e wall will have to be- ma de oyer
aga in in th e morning; or else after layi ng th e
r eal number o f b ricks you are actua lly paid
for, build up the rest out of the plumb line or
use broken bricks or recur to any of the many
t ricks of the trade. The importan t thing is
not what you do. but simply that it be o f no
danger or de t riment to the th ird parties and
th at the boss ge ts exactly his money's worth
and not one whit mor e:'

The same may be said of the other trades.
Sweatshop g irls when th eir wages are reduced.
instea d o f se wing one hu ndred pairs of pants,
ca n sew. say, seventy; o r, if th ey must return
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the same number. sew the other th irty im­
perfe ctly-with crooked seams or u se bad
thread or doctor the thread with cheap chem­
icals so th at th e seams rip a few hou rs afte r
the sewing, or be not so careful about th e oil
on th e machines and so on. But exa mples a re
not lacking and we shall not indulge in them.
Is th is truly and honestly criminal ?

The American Federation of Labor has for
its motto : "A fair day's wage for a fair da y's
work." Let us revers e th e equa tion and we
find that th is motto also mean s : "An un fair
day's work for an unfai r day's wages." If it
is not so , then we must believe that the motto
should be more appropriately changed as to
read : "A fair day's wor k fo r any kind o f
wages whatever."

W e would lik e to know what Mr. Gompers
and some of his Socialist confreres would advise
their adepts to do when they have their wages
red uced and have all mean s of red ress pre­
cluded except such a retaliatio n as this, which, it
must be re membered is not intended t o be a
mere spiteful revenge, but a direct attempt
to obta in redress.

Would they ad vise them to keep on produc­
ing ju st the same amount as before , regardless



26 INTRODUCTION

of thei r changed conditions ? If so , what be­
comes of the fairn ess of the former and the
class st ruggle of the latter? The y would both
become the preachers of pa ssive non -resistance
and abj ect res ignation and take away from th e
workers not only the ir na tu ra l impu lse of re­
hellion , which is the origi nal germ of self­
emancipation, but also the very dignity of th eir
labor and manhood . Sabotage, in this case,
is ju st the express ion of this d ignity and thi s
manhood. It is as logical as a punch in the
jaw in a ns wer to a kick in the shins. If any­
thing, it is more manly and more ju st be­
cause it is done u nder provocation and it
does not h it the boss below the belt, as it does
not take away from him anything, robs him
of nothing and has no sini ster reverberation
in hi s fam ily as a cut in wages has in the
family of th e toiler. Th is form of Sabotage is
too much like human nature to need any fu rther
com ment.

This is not the case with the other k ind of
Sabotage. H ere we are confront ing a real
and deliberate trespassing into the bou rgeois
sanctum--a d irec t interference with the bo ss's
own property. It is only under this latter
form th at Sabotage becomes essentially revo-
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lutionary ; th erefore, to justify itse lf, it must
eith er create its own ethics (w hich will be the
case when it is generally practiced) , or borrow
it (rom the Socialis t philosophy. Mr. Pouget
extensi vely d wells on this subject, t he refore I
leave it to him to explain the importance of
Sabotage d uring a st rike. I only wan t to
eth ically ju st ify it before the tribunal of re­
spectab le Social ists. Now, it is the avowed
intent ions of both Socialis ts and Indust ria!
Unionists alike to expropriate the bourgeoisie
of al1 its property, to make it social property.

Now may we ask if thi s is right? Is this
moral and just? Of course, if it be true tha t
labor produces everything, it is both mora l
and just that it should ow n everything. But
this is only an affinnat ion- it must be proven.
We Industrial Unionists care nothing about
proving it, We are go ing to take over the in­
dustriessome day, for three very good rea­
sons : Because we need them. because we
wan t them. and because we have the pow er

get them. W hether we a re "eth ically justi­
ed" or not is not ou r concern . \Ve will lose
a time' proving title to them beforehand; but
·e may, if it is necessary, after the th ing is
one , hire a cou ple of lawyers and judges to
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fix up t he deed and make the t ransfer per- ,
reed y legal and respectable. Also, if neceesarr.,
we will have a couple of learn ed bishops te ,
sprinkle holy wat er on it and make it sacred.
Such thi ngs can always be fixed-c-anything­
that is powerfu l becomes in du e cou rs e of '
t ime right eous, therefore we Indust rial Union­
ists claim th at the Social revolut ion is not a
matter of necessity plus just ice but simply
necessity plus s t rength,

Such , however, is not the case wi th ou r re­
spectable comrades, th e pu re and simple po­
lit ical Socialists. They claim, and are very
loud in th eir protests, that th e workers are
really entitled by all sort s of laws, natura l,
hu man a nd divine, to th e mastershi p of the
world and all that is in it. and in justice to
t hem we mu st admit that t hey prove it beyond
th e shadow of a doubt.

Now, w e say this : If the in struments of
production right fully belon g to the workers.
it mea ns that th ey have been pilfered from
them, and tha t the capitalist class detains them
in an immora l way. It is lega l for th e bour­
geoisie to keep them in accordance to its own
laws. but surely it is not "ethically jus t ifiab le"
fro m th e point of v iew of our aforesai d com.
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rades. If these in struments of production ate
ours, they are so as much now as they will be
a hun dred years h ence . Also, be ing our pro p­
erty, we can do with it wha tever we best
please-we can run them (or ou r 0\\'11 good.
as we surely will ; but, if so we choose, we
can also smash them to pieces. It may be
stupid but it is not dishon est. T he fact that
th e burglars have them in their tempora ry
possess ion does not in the least im peach ou r
clear titl e of ownership. We are not strong
eoough to get them back, ju st now, but we
cannot forego any chances of gelling so me­
thing out o f them.

Suppose a band of b rigands swoops dow n
on a famity and carries away all its belongings.
Suppose amongst th ese belongings th ere is a
powerfu l Gatl ing gun. Suppose th e only man
who can operate this gun is a member of the
said Iamily and that he is forced by t he band
to do so during the ensuing scuffle, H as he
not the right to break a sp ring or do so met hing
or other to the gu n so as to make it useless?
By all means-he has a double right to do so­
60 t. because th e gu n is his whether the bandits
have it or not ; seco nd, because he is not sup­
posed to leave such a dangerous machine in
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th e hands of the enemy when it can he used
agai nst himself and his own kin.

Now, if the wo rkers are the orig inal own ers
of a factory which is fraudulently held by a
gang of pirates, in th eir struggles to regain
control of it they are fully and undoub tedly
justified in spiking there whatever guns ca n
be aimed at them.

If it is just and right to force the capitalist
to grant us certain concessions 'by withdraw­
ing our labor and remaining inac t ive, w hy is
it not equally just to render equally inact ive
OU t own mac hines, made by cur own selves ,
especially when they are ope rated not by th e
capitali st s hut by the trai tors of ou r own ranks.
the scabs ?

If tomorrow we sha ll be fu lly ju s tified to
take away from the master class all of its in­
dust r ies, why shou ldn't we , when it is a ques­
tion of life an d death to us to win or lose a
st r ike , be entitled to m islay or hide for a short
while, a bolt, a wheel or any other small fr ac­
tion of its mach inery?

\Ve admit that our atti tu de is in defensib le
before th e ca pitalist code of eth ics. but we fail
to see how it can be con sistent ly condem ned
by th ose who clai m th e capit alist system to be
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a system of exploitation, robbery and murder.
W e can't poss ibly understand how it is pos­

sible th at we are fully entitled to all we pro­
duce and then are not entitled to a part of it.

III.
Having disposed of the mora l objections to

Sabotage, we must now face those of different
t ype of critics, that is, of such eminent and
world-reno-....ned theorist s of Synd icalism as
Sorel, Leone, Michels and others.

It is claimed that Sabota ge wou ld inj ure the
cause of the workers before the publ ic and
that it wou ld degrade the moral value of those
that pract ice it . As to the first object ion we
may an swer that if 'by pu blic opinion we mean
the people at large, th ese are and always wi ll
be favorab le to the cause of any class of work­
ers, whateve r their ac tions, simp ly because
they are workers th emselves. If, on the other
hand, we mean by public opinion that part
of th e public which comes under the daily
influence of th e press, we are willing to say
that little we care for it . T he capitalist press
w ill never champion th e workers' cause ; it
will never te ll the t ruth about them, no ma tter
how nice and gen tlemanly th ey may behave
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and, Sabotage or no Sabotage, it will continue
pers is tently to lie about th em. It is, indeed,
to be expected that it will lie st ill mo re an d
more and distort and fa lsify fact s eve r and
ever on a larger scale as fast as the worke rs
become mo re revolution ary in th eir attit ude .
an d the labor movement more conscious o f it s
destined end . which is th e overthrow of the
capitalis t syste m. T he workers must get used
to consid er themselves absolutely isolated in
thei r st ruggles ( they we re eve r so in their
real ones) an d the sooner they cease to beli eve
in the myth of the om nipotence of public
opinion, the more will they rely on th eir own
strength exclus ively and the nearer will they
be to their emancipation, w hich can he brought
about on ly by themselves.

The oth er objection, tha t Sabotage is repug­
nant to th e dign ity of the workers and it makes
them che ats and sneaks by making them fight
in a devious and underhanded way is abso­
lutely without foundation, as Pouget proves.

It were well, howe ver, to add that Sabotage
c an be practiced only by the most inte lligent
and the most sk ill ful workers who know thor­
oughly th e technique o f their trade, as Sabo­
tage docs not con sis t in a clumsy and stupid
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destruction of t he "Instru ments of product ion,
bu t in a delicate and highly skillf ul operat ion
which puts the machine out of com mission
on ly for a tem porary period. The worker t hat
undertak es such a task must know thoroughly
the anatomy of th e machine which he is going
to vivisect and , by this fact alone, puts hi mself
above sus picion.

Moreover, it is obvious that he must be
pro mpted by a desire to help hi s brothers, that
is by unselfish motives, and this added to t he
fact that he risks more than the others , de­
velops a spirit of self-ab negat ion and individual
daring which makes him quite the opposite of
the sneaks our opponents love to describe .

The saboteu r, to i11ust rate, is exactly like
a SP}' in disgui se in the camp of the enemy.

T here is in th e City H all Sq ua re at New
York a mo nu ment to N athan H ale, a youn g
Ameri can revolutioni st who went to SP}' in the
Engli sh camp, was found and execute d. H e is
con side red a g reat hero and held up a s an ex­
ample to school ch ildren.

On th e 2nd of October, 1780. the America n
R evolutionists hu ng at T appan on the Hudson.
Maj or J ohn And re, a British SP}' who was ca p­
tu red unde r sim ila r circumstances. T oday. on
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the sa me spot, where he was captured there is
a monument erected to him-not by th~

British-by the Americans, by his own cap­
turess and execut ioners.

Now, why should g lory in re al warfare be
considered a disgra ce in the nobl er and greater
battle for bread an d liberty ? Su ppose th at
du ring the Spanisli.American ' VaT a re gular
o f th e U nited States A rm y, disguised as a
S panish sailor, had boarded the Spa nish flag­
ship, succeeded in getting into a signa! tower
and th en proceeded to so change and dera nge
th e signals as to disorganize and confuse all
the movements of the enemy 's fleet so that it
would result in a great victory for his country?
W ouldn't you go wild with enthusiasm and
pride ?

\ VelJ, now, for argument 's sake, why
should'ot you admire a st riker who went as a
sca b, say , to work in the subwa y, and then by
putting a red lantern in the wrong place (or
rather in the right plac e) , disarranges and de­
moralizes the whole system ? If a single,
humble red lan tern can stop an expres s t ra in
and all the trains com ing behind it, and thus tie
up the whole t raffic for hours, isn't the man who
does this as mu ch of a benefactor to his st rik-
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ing broth ers as the soldier mentioned above
to his anny? Su rely thi s is "et hica lly justifi­
able" even before the Capitalis t morality.
if ) '014 only admit that 'litre it Q state of bellig£'r­
nlty bdwenl the 'll:orking class and the capitalirt
class .

Saboteurs are the eclaireurs, the smuts of
the class struggle, they ar e the "s ent inelles
perdues" at the outposts, th e sp ies in the
enemy's own ranks. They can be executed if
they are caught (and this is almost impos­
sible) , bu t they cannot be di sgraced, for the
en emy himself, if it be gallan t and-brave, must
honor and respect bravery and da ring.

Now that the bosses have succeeded in deal­
ing an almost mortal blow to the boycott. now
that picket du ty is practically outla wed. free
speech th rottled, free assemblage prohibited
and inj unction s agains t labor are becom ing
epidemic: Sabotage. this dark. invincibl e, ter­
rible D amocles' Sword that hangs over the
head of the master class, will replace all the
con fi sca ted weapons and ammunition of th e
army of the toilers . And it will win, for it is
the most redoubtable of all, except th e genera l
st rike. I n vain rna}" the bosses get an in­
j unction againt the strikers' funds-Sabotage
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will get a more powerful one 3g"ainst thei r ma­
ch lnery. In vain may they invoke old laws
and make new ones against it- the)" will never
d iscover it, never t rack it to it s lai r, never ru n
it to the ground , for no laws will ever make
a crime of the " clumsiness and lack o f skill" of
a " scab" who bungles hi s work o r " puts on the
bu m" a m achi ne he "does not know how to
run."

There ca n be no inju nc tion aga inst it. No
policeman's clu b. No rifle diet, No prison
bats. It cannot be starved into submiss ion.
I t cannot be d ischarged. It cannot 'be black­
listed. It is presen t everywhere and every­
where Invisible, like the airship that soars high
above the clouds in the dead of n ight. beyond
the reach o f the cannon and the sea rchlight ,
and drops the deadliest bombs into the enemy 's
own encampment.

Sabotage is the most formidable weapon of
economic warfare, wh ich will eventua lly o pen
to th e worke rs th e g rea t iron ga te of cap italist
exploitation an d lead them out of the house of
bondage into the free land of th e future.

ARTt:Ro M. GrovANNITTI.
Essex Co. J ail, Lawrence. Mass.

August, 1912.
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~GIN OF SABoTAGE. ITS EARLY APPEAltANCF­

B ALZAC ON SAIIO'TAGL T U E ENGU SH "Go
U NNY." DAD \ V.-\GES. DAD \ \ rORK• l'EW

H ORIZONS. P ANIC A MONGST T H E Bosses,
AN I MPRESSI NG DECLARATiON. A N Erocn ­
!\lAKING DISCUSSION AT 'ru e CoNGRESS OF 'rne
C. G. T. T RI U MPH ANT E NTRA NCE OF SABOT·
AGE I N FRAN CE.

U p to fift een )"ears ago the term S ABOTAGE
was noth ing but a slang word , not mean ing "to
make wooden shoes" as it may be imagin ed but,
in a figu rative way, TO WORK CLUMS ILY AS I F

BY SABOT1 BLOWS .

Since th en the word was t ransformed into a
new form of social warfare and at the Congress
of Toulouse of the General Confederation of
Labor in 1897 rece ived at last its syndical bap­
tism The new term was not at first accepted by
the working class with the wannest en thusiasm
-c-some even saw it with mistrust, reproaching it

I . SDbot .....- • ...oodeu ~.
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not only for it s humble origin but also its­
imm orality.

Nevertheless, despite all these prej udices which
seemed almost host ilities, SABOTAGE went stead­
ily on its way ar ound the world. It has now
the full sympathy of the workers.

More still, it has secured its righ ts of citizen­
ship in the Larousses and there is no doubt tha t
the Academy (unless it is itself "saboted" before
arriving at the letter S of its dict ionary ) will
have to bow to the word SADOTAGE its most
ceremonious curtsey and open to it the pages of
its official sanctum.

H owever, it would be a mistake to believe tha t
the working class waited to apply sabotage until
th is new weapon of economic action had been
consecrated by the confedera tion congress.

Sabotage as a {ann of revolt is as old as
human exploitation.

Since the day a man had the criminal ability
to profit by another man's labor , since that very
same day the exploited toile r has inst inctively
t ried to give to his master less than was de­
manded from him. In this wise the worker was

t. The sta nda rd dicti ona..,. or the Fr eneh la!laua~. Th e
...ord .. not ~mrrd in an y Eag lisb dictionary, but .t aurel,
will be in the ncar fut ure.
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unconsciously doing SABoTAGE. demonstrating in
an indirect way the irrepress ible antagoni sm that
arrays Capital and Labor one against the other.

This unavoidable consequence o f the conflict
that divides soddy was brou gh t to light three­
quarters of a century ago by Balzac in his
" Maison Nucingen," opro /,os of the bloody riots
of Lyons in 1831. He has given us a clear and
incisive de finition of S ABOTAGE.

"Much has been said," writes Balzac, "of the
Lyons revolt and o f the Republic shot down in
the streets , but nobody has said the truth. The
Repu blic had seized the movemen t just as a
rebe l seizes a gun. The commerce of Lyons is
a commerce without courage-it does not manu­
facture an ounce o f silk without its being de­
manded and promptly paid for. When the de­
mand is low the worker starves-a-when he works
he has barely eoough to live on. The galley
slaves are happier tha n he is.

"A fter the J uly revolution, poverty had
reached such a stage that the workers raised a
flag with this motto : Bread or Death-a flag
which th e government should have ser iously con­
sidered. Instead of that. Lyons wanted to build
theatres to become a capital-hence a senseless '
squandering of money.

" The republican s sme lled throu gh the increas­
jn~ misery the coming revolt and organized the
spinners who fought a dou ble battle. Lyons had
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its three days , then order prevailed again and
the beggar went back to his kennel.

"The spinner who had up to then t ransformed
into th reads the silk tha t was weighed to him in
cocoons, put fairne ss out of the door and began
to oil his fingers. O f course, he gn'c back with
fastidious scrupulosity the exact weight-but the
silk was all stained 'with oil and the silk market
was thus infested with defective merchandise
which could have caused the ruin .of Lyons and
the loss of a goodly share of the French com­
merce. * * . ..

Balzac had been car eful to bring out that the
spinne rs' sabotage was nothing but a reprisal of
victims. By putting oil in the spindles the
workers were getting even with the heartless
manu factu rers who had promised th em bayonets
to eat instead of bread and had so lavishly kept
their promise.

Indeed, when isn't an act of sabotage the
equivalent and consequence of a suffered wrong ?

Isn't perhaps in the origin and causes of each
act of sabotage revealed the capitalist exp loita­
tion which often reaches to cruelty ?

And this reaction against exploitation, in what­
ever condition it manifests itself isn't it even too

an attitude or act ion of revolt-s-whatever fonn
it may take? And here we are brought back



SADOTAGE 41

to our affi rmation that sabotage is as old as
human exploitation.

Neither must it be believed that sabotage is
a prod uct with a Parisian t ra de mark. It is,
indeed, if anything, a theory o f Engiish im­
porta tion and it has been practiced across the
Channel for a loog time under the name of
"Go cannie"- a Scotch expression which means
litera lly "Go slow."

An exam ple of the persuasive efficiency of
the "Go cannie" is given by the periodical, "The
Social Museum":

" In 1889 the Glasgow dockers went on st rike
asking an increase o f two cents an hou r.

"The contractors and stevedores flatly refused
and impo rted at gn-at expense a conside rable
number of {ann hands to ta ke the place of the
strikers, with the conclusion that the dockers
had to give up the fight and retu rn to work on
the same conditions.

"Just before resuming work their genera l sec­
retary ga the red them once aga in and said : ' Boys,
) "OU must go back today on the same scale of
wages prevailing before.

" "The contractors have expressed and re­
peated aD their satisfaction (or the work done
by the farmers who have scabbed on us during
these last weeks. \ Ve have seen them at work
and know full well what kind of sat isfactory
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work was theirs-we saw indeed that they could
not even keep their balance on the bridges and
saw how the y dropped in the sea half the cargo
they loaded and unload ed. In one word, we
have seen that two of them could not do as much
work as one o f 11S. Neve rtheless, the bosses
said th ey were satis fied with their labor, there­
fore. we have one thing left yet ; let us give
them the same kind of tabor. Work then just
like the fann hands did-they often pushed their
incapacity to the point o f falling overboard. but
it is not necessary for you to do this, of course.' ..

These instru ctions were scrupulously followed
and the dockers applied the "Go cannie" theory
to the point. After a few days the contracto rs
called the genera l secreta ry o f the longshor emen
and begged him to induce the dockers to work
th e same as before, declaring themselves rea dy
to grant the two cents increase.

Passing f rom a practical to a theoret ical ex ­
am ple, it is interesti ng to quote a few pages from
an En glish pamphlet published in 1895 for the
purpose of popularizing the "Co cannie."

"If you want to buy a ha t worth $2 .00 you
must pay $2.00. If you want to spend only $1.50
you must be sat isfied with an inferior Quality. A
hat is a commodity. If you want to buy half a
dozen of shir ts at fifty cents each you must pay
$3.00. I f you want to spend only $2.50 you can
only have five shirts.
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" Now the bosses declare that labor and skill
are noth ing but commodities, like hats and shirts.

"Very well-we answer-we'll take you at
yOUT word. If labor and skill a re conunodities ,
their owners have a right to sell them like the
hatt er sells hats and the haberdasher sells shirts.
The se merchants give a certain value in exchange
for an equivalent value. For the lower pri ce you
will have an article of either a lower quality o r
a smaller quantity. Give the worke r a fai r
wage and he will furn ish you his best labor at
its highest skill.

"On the other hand. give the worker an in­
sufficient wage and you forfeit your right to de­
mand tl.e best and the most o f his labor, any
more tl.an you can demand a two dolla r ha t for
one dollar:' .

The "Go cannie" consists then in systematic­
ally applying the form ula : "Bad u'ages. bad
labor." Not only that. From this fonnula
there are de rived, as a logical consequence,
var ious manifestations of the proleta rian will in
conflict with the capitalist.

This tactic, which is today widely diffused in
England, where it has been advocated and prac­
ticed by the labor organizations, could not delay
long to cross the Channel and establish itself in
F rance-as it cannot delay to cross the Alps and
expand from France to I taly. According ly.
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sho rtl y after 1889 we find its first manifestation
in France.

The National Railwaj-men's Union was at the
time engaged in a campaign against the Merlin­
T rarieux Railway bill which aimed at depriving
the railway workers of their right to unite.

The question of answering with the general
strike to the passing of the bill was being dis­
cussed.

Guerard, secreta ry of the Railwaymen' s Union,
delivered a categorica l and precise speech. H e
affirmed that the Railwaymen would not stop at
any means to de fend their syn dical liberty and
m ade allusion to an ingeni ous and cheap method
of combat, .

"With two cents worth of a certain ingredient
ut ilized in a peculia r way"-he dedared-"it
will be easy for the Railwaymen to put the loco­
motives in such a condition as to make it im­
possib le to run them. * * . ..

This clear an d blunt affirmation, which was
opening new and unforeseen fields of st ruggle,
raised a great roar an d a deep commo tion in the
ranks o f the employers and th e go vernment.
which were already perceiving, not without ter­
ro r, the consequences of a general st rike o f the
railway workers.
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If. however, with the declar ation of Guerard.
the question of Sabotage was openly confron ted,
it would not be exact to assume tha t it had been
practiced in France before then.

To prove this it suffices to recall the typical
example of a "trick" which has remained famous
in telegraphic centers. Towards 1881. the
operators of the central office. dissati sfied with
the wage scale for night O\..ertime, sent up a
petition to the min ister of Post and Telegraphs
of that time, M. Cccbery, asking for ten francs
instead of five which they were th en paid for
work ranging from six p. m. to seven a. m.

They vainly waited a few days for an answer
from the administration, and having been in­
formed that it would never come, a sullen agita­
tion ami ange r bega n to circulate amongst them.

A strike being impossible, they resorted to a
tr ick.

One fine morning Paris awoke to find 001 that
all telegraphic connections were cut off. ( Tele­
phones had not yet tun installed.) . This c0n­

t inued for four 0 1'" five days.
The higher personnel of the administration.

with engineers and _numerous squads of fore­
men and mechanics inva ded the central office to
inspect minutely every apparatus, battery wire.
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etc, from the front door to the cellar, but.
stra nge enough, they could not find the cause of
the trouble.

Five days aft er this memorabl e and wond erful
"accident," a not ice from the administration in­
formed the operators that from that day on the
night service would be paid ten francs instead
of five.

They bad not asked for more. "The next
day all the lines were again buzzing as by magic­
Th e authors of the miraculous trick were never
found out by the admi nistration which, if it
guessed the motive, was never able to guess the
means employed,...

The die was now cast.
"Sabotage,' which up to that time had been

applied unconsciously and instinctively by the
workers. with the popular name whic h has re­
mained at tached to it begins in 1895 to receive
its bapti sm, its th eoretical consec rat ion and to
take its place amongs t the other means of social
warfare, recognized, approved, advocated and
pra cticed by th e labor unions .

In 1897 the Confedera tion Congress was held
at Toulouse. The Prefect of the Seine had re-

.. u TranlIk-r dele P. P. T_~ 18$6.
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fused to the delegates of the Municipal Workers'
U nion the leave they were asking in order to at­
tend the Congress. The federated unions of
th e Seine justly protested, quallfying this denial
a s an open attack on the right to orga nize.

The impeachment of the Pre fect was called
for during a session of the Congress and a vote
of censure aga inst him was immedia tely and
unanimously taken. One of the delegates ( who
was none othe r th an Emile Pocget) , rema rked
th at the P refect would not care a fig for the
censu re and protest of the workers and added :

" Instead of protesti ng, it were tnuch bette r
to resort to action. Instead o f bending our
heads to the orders and injunctions of the rul­
ing classes, it would be much more effective to
retaliate. Wh y not answer a slap with a kick ?"
And Emile Pouget added that hi" remar ks were
derived from a tactic of combat which the Con­
gress would be called to pass on in a short while.
H e cited on this score the emotion and fright
with which the capitalist world had been st ricken
when Comrade Guera rd had declared that the
ridiculous sum of two cents, intelligently spen t,
"..ould have been sufficient to enable a railway
man to stop and put out of running condi tion a
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whole t rain propelled by powerful engines-and
concluded with this proposition :

"The Congress, considering as superfluous any
blame to the Govern ment, which merely exer­
cises its na tura l functi ons, invites th e municipal
workers to prod uce one hund red thousand fra ncs
of damage to the service in order to reward the
Pre fect for his veto."

This declarati on of P ouget exploded like a
bomb. At first there was a great stupefaction
amongs t the delega tes th emselves, who did not
immediately grasp th e purposely fearless and
challenging meaning of th e proposition- then
many protested. A pure and simple resolution
buried the proposition.

But what did it matter? Its aim had been
reached ; the attention of the Cong ress had been
called to thi s subject, discussion was opened and
reflection sharpened.

Thus the report that th e committee on Boy­
cott and S ADOTAGE submitted some days later to
the Assembly was received with the greatest
and most helpful sympathy.

In the said report, after having defined and
explain ed SABOTAGE, the Committee added : "Up
to now the workers have confirmed th eir revo­
lut ionary att itude, but most o f the t ime they
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have remained on purely theoretical ground.
They have worked for the diffusion of the idea
of emancipation and elaborated a plan of future
society from which human exploitation is elim­
inated. But why, along with th is educational
and unq uestionably necessary propaganda. was
nothing done or tried to resist the counter at­
ta cks of the capitalists, so as to render less hard
to the workers the greedy demands of their
employers? Ou r meetin gs always adjourn wilh
the cry of ' Long live the Social Revolution'- a
cry that is very far f rom materializing in any
way whatever. It is indeed to be deplored that
our congresses, while they always reaffirm their
revoluti onary standing, have not yet elaborated
any practical revolutionary means and methods
out of the orbit of words, and entered the field of
action. O f th ings revolutionary, so far, we have
as ret found and applied only the st rike-and it
is the st rike alone that we continually resort to.
Now this commin ee believes that there are other
means besides the strike whereby we can check.
mate the capitalists."

One of these means is the boycott-s-on ly the
committee argued tha t it was insufficient against
the manu factu rer. It was necessary, therefore,
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to find something else. And here sabotage ap­
pears.

We quote from the same report that "this
tactic comes from England. where it has ren­
dere d a great service in the struggle of the
Eng lish workers against th eir masters,"

And here the committee, a fter having Quoted
from the pamphlet for the popularization of the
"Go cannie," which we have referred to above,
continued:

" I t is left to define under what aspects we can
recommend SABOTAGE to the French workers and
how they can ultimately put it in practice. We
all know that the employing manufacturers in
order to increase our slavery always select those
moments in which it is most difficult for us to
resist their compulsion. Being unable to st rike
under conditions of extreme misery and diso r­
ganization the workers must often bow th eir
heads and submit. wlth sabotage, instead, they
are no longer at the mercy of thei r bosses-c-they
are no more a heap of nervele ss flesh to be
t rampled upon with impunity. They have found
a mean s whereby th ey can affinn thei r own
virility and prove to the ir oppressors that even
th e toilers a re men.

"On the other hand sabotage is not as new
as it would appear at first sight.

" Since the world began the wor kers have ap­
plied it individually, in spite of a lack of method.



SABOTAGE 51

By sheer instinct they han always slackened
their output, when the employer au gmented his
requirements, Without even being conscious of
it , every worker more or less realizes the watch­
word of sabotage : ' For bad wages. bad work.'
It can be said that in many industries that the
substitution of piece work for day work is prin­
cipally due to sabotage. If this tactic has already
brought practical results, what will it not bring
the da}· when it shall have become an organized
menace ?

"Nor must it be assumed tha t the bosses , by
subs tituting piece work for day work, have in­
sured th emselves against sabotage. This tactic
is by no means limited to work by the day- it
can, in fact, be equally applied to piece work.
Only in thi s case, the line of act ion is different .

"To reduce the outpu t would. of course, mean
to reduce the wages-therefore, sabotage must
be applied to the qua lity rather than the qua nti ty
of produ cts.

" In this way the worker not only does not re­
tum to the employer a labor effort greater than
th e wages he gets, but will also strike at his
t rade ( customers ), wh ich is the only th ing that
allows the employer to indefinitely enlarge his
ca pital-the basis o f exploita tion of the work­
ing class .

" By this method the exp loite r will be forced
to capitulate and either grant the demand of the
workers or surrender the inst ruments of pro­
duction into the hands of their sole legitimate
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owne rs. T wo j nstances of piece work we are
generally confronted with : the case in which
work is done at home with tools supplied by
the worker himself, and the other when work
is performed in the employer's shop where the
tools and machines belong to th e boss himself.

" In the lat ter case, to sabotage on th e goods
can be added sabotage on th e instrument s of pro­
duction.

"And herein is explained the tremendous emo­
t ion that shook the capitalist etas!' at the first
announcement of sabotage .

" It is necessary for the capitalists to know that
the worker will not respect the machine unt il it
has become his friend that will reduce his
physical labor instead of being, as it is today, the
enemy that steals his bread and shortens his
life."

As a conclusion to this report the committee
p roposed to the congress the following resolu­
t ion :

" Wh enever an open conflict breaks out be-­
tween employers and workers, whether deter­
mined by the exige ncies of the former or th e de­
man ds of the latter, in case the strike be recog­
nized as insufficient an d inadequa te, the worke rs
are advised and recommended to appl y boycott
and sabotage-s-both simultaneously- regu lating
themselves according to the a foresa id considera­
tions."

The reading of this report wa s received with
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the applause of the Convention. More than an
approval, it met with veritable enthusiasm, All
the delegates were conquered---not a single dis­
cordant voice was ra ised to criticize or make a
single objection. or observation whateve r.

The delegate of the Federation of P rinting
Trades was not amongst the less enthusiastic.
He approved unreservedly the proposed tactics
and made it plain in precise terms, of which we
have but thi s cold record in th e minutes o f th e
Congress:

"A n means arc good in order to win. I may
add that there are quite a numbe r of them
whereby we can teach our goal-easy to apply ,
provided it is done with care and ability. I
mean to say with these words that th ere are
th ings that must be done but not spoken of.
You understand me.

" I know that if I were more explicit I would
be asked whether I have the right to do this or
that thing-but if we continue to £10 only what
we are allowed to do, we will never come to
anything.

"Once a revolutionary method is adopted it is
necessa ry to have courag-e. And when the head
has gon e th rough , the whole body must also be
pulled through."

The wa rmest applause underscored the speech
of the delegate of the Printing Trades, and a~
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several commending remarks by various speakers
the following motion was introduced and carried
unanimously :

"The Syndicate of Commercial Employes in­
vites the Congress to vote by acclamation the
conclusions of the committee's report on sabotage
and to put them in practice on the first occasion
tha t presents itself : ' .

The christening of SAooTAGE could not have
been mor e propit ious. And it was not a
momenta ry success or a fire of straw, in conse­
quence o f a passing enthusiasm, for the unan­
imous sympathy ....ith which sabotage was re­
ceived. was never again denied to it,

In the succeeding congress of Rennes, in 1898,
these tactics were, in fact. aga in unanimously
endorsed.

Amongst the various speakers that. in the
course of the debate. sustained sabotage, we cite
the mechanic Lancbe. today a deputy from Paris.
H e expressed the happy satisfaction of the Me­
chanics' Union of the Seine which he Tepre-­
sented at the resolutions passed at the Toulouse
Congress in favor of boycott and SABOTAGE.

The delegate of the Cooks" Federation made
quite a big hit when he humorously related the
feW-lowing case of sabotage :
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"The cooks of a great Parisian cafe. having
some unsettled grievances with their employers,
remained th e whole myat thei r places before th e
red hot stoves-abut in the rush hours when
clients were swa nning the din ing rooms, nothing
was found in the pots but stones that had been
boiling for hours, toge ther with the .. .. ..
restauran t d ock."

W e believe it opportune to quote the following
passages from the report thai closed the discus­
sion and which was unanimously adopted :

" The Committee wishes to emphasi ze that
sabotage is not a new tactic. The capita lists
practice it any time th ey find that it pays.

"It is sufficient to mention the private and
public contrac tors, who never keep their agree­
ment to furn ish first class material. Besides, are
not the reduct ions of wages that the bosses from
time to tim e impose on their employes a sabotage
on the stomac hs o f the ' ....o rkers ?

"we have already demonst rated how the
worker instincti vely answers to the heartless
cap italist by red ucing productio n. that is, render­
ing a work proportiona te to the scarci ty of
wages .

" It is well that th e workers realize that sabot­
age , in order to become a powerful weapon , must
be practiced with meth od and intelligence.

" It is often su fficien t to merely threaten it to
obtain useful results.

"This Congress cannot enter into pa rti culars
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as to its application. 'These particulars must
issue from the temperament and initiative of
each one of l OU and are subordi nate to the
variou s indust ries. \Ve can only tay down the
principle and wish tha t sabotage enter the ar­
senal of proleta rian warfare against capitalism
alongside of the str ike ; and that th e att itude of
the social movement assume an increasing
tendency towards individua l and collective direct
action and realize a greater consciousness of its
own personality."

For a th ird and last time sabotage met the
battle fire of a Congress-in 1900 at the Con­
federation Convention at Pari s.

It was then an agitated and t roubled period.
Under the influence of Millerand, Minister of
Commerce, a deviation had taken place which
had its origin in the allurement of political
power. Many milita nts had been lured by the
corrupting fascinat ion of ministerialism and
several labor orga nizat ions had been swerved
towards a policy of " social peace" which, had it
gai ned the upper hand, would have proved fatal
to the syndicalist movement. The open antagon­
ism of the revolutionary synd icalists was daily
becoming more pronou nced. O f thi s internecine
struggle. the discussion and vote on sabotage
were ODe of the first embryonic manifestations.
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The debate was short. After several speakers
all in favor o f sabotage, a voice was raised to
condemn it. It was the chairman of the Con­
gress himself . H e declared tha t if he "did not
have th e honor of presiding he would have op­
posed sabotage, which he considered more hann­
ful than useful to the workers and repugnant to
th e dignity of many o f them" To justly value
th is condemnation it is suffioalt to note that
some weeks later it did not offend the "digni ty"
of th is immaculate moralist to accept, th anks to
the good office o f Minister Millerand , a fat gov-
ernmental sinecure.' .

Th e chairman of the Committee on Sabotage
was an adversary. He expressed himself in
th ese terms:

"I must make a statement about sabotage. I t
will be 'frank and clean cut I admire those who
have the coura ge to sabot an exploiter. I must ,
indeed. add that I have often laughed at the
merry tales that are told about sabotage. But.
I. for m)' part , a mid not dare do wha t our
friends bave o ften done.

" The conclusion is tha t if I have not th e cour­
age to carry' out a certain thin g. it would be

4 w~ n f.... to M•• T...-id>. don. ooecntIo'1: " I tt.. ~ne del
T r:......U,JCtT>t . al UniooI ) " f l.im<>ca Inc! I bery Gundast. .. nee
l woinl • ~inr of t he~ (Cwr. IJ' Oc:r.) at & ....
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cowardice to incite others to do it. And I con­
fess that in the act of deterioriating or disabling
a tool or other things confided to my care. it is
not the fear of God that paralyzes my courage.
but the fear of the policeman. Therefore, I
abandon to ) 'OU the destinies of SABOTAGE.

The Congress, however, gave SABOTAGE a dif­
ferent reception than had been advised. A vote
was taken, which gave the following result :

Favorable to Sabotage . .. • . •. •. . . 117
Contrary . . . • . • .. •.. . • • •. . . . . . . . 76
Blank ballots 2

This clean cut vote closed th e gestatory period
of the th eoretical infilt ration of SABOTAGE. Since
th en S ABOTAGE, unquestionably accepted, recog­
nized and advocated, was no more invoked in the
labor congresses and took a definite place in the
number of means of war devised and practiced
by the toilers against Capitalism.



I I.
T ilE LABoR M ARKET. CAPITALIST IC T JUCKS A}<,-n

.PR£TExSlON S. THE D E-llANO roll LABOR

PoWER:. BELUGEkENTS IN PERMAKENT CoN­

PUCT. T HE CLASn OF T wo WORWS. EFFECTS
tl F SocIAL "CAPIUJ.IUTY."

"From what we have already related in a con­
dt.:nsed form we have tun able to see that
SABOTAGE, even in its English expression of "Go
cannie," is derived from the capitalist conception
of human labor, which it considers as a mer­
chandise or a commodity.

All bourgeois economists are agreed in up­
holding this theo ry and they unan imously de­
clare that there exi sts a labor market just as
th ere a re ma rkets for meat, grains, 6sh. etc.
Th is granted. it is but logical that the capitalists
act towards the "flesh for toil" in the same way
as they -would act in buying any other mer­
chandise or raw rnaterial-that is, strive to 0b­
tain it at the very lowest price possible. There
is, assuming as true the premi ses, nothi ng more
nonnal.
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We therefore find ourselves coefroeting the
law of supply and demand.

The capitalists. however-s-and this is little
underst cod-c-expect to receive, not an amoun t of
labor proportioned to the wages they pa)" but,
on the contra ry a much greater amount, quite
Independent of the wa ge level-in fact. the very
maximum the worker can supply. In othe r
words, th e bosses expect to buy, not a given
amount of labor, commensurat e to the wages
they pay; but the int rinsic labor power, the
whole strength of the worker- indeed, it is the
whole worker himself-body and blood, vigo r
and intelligence-that the employers exact .

Only, when they expound this pretension, they
forget that b oor power is an integral part of a
reasoning being, endo wed with a will and the
capacity to resist and react.

O f cour se, everyt hing would be nice and
smooth for the capitalist world if the wor kers
were as unconscious as are the steel and iron
machines whose servants they aTC; and, i f , like
the machines, they had in the place of thei r heart
and brains, a boiler or a dynamo.

But it is not so. The workers know .....hat con­
ditions are made for them by the present sociaJ
system-and if th ey submit to them. it surely
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does not happen with their pleasure and consent.
Th ey know that they possess a certain labor
power and if they consent to let it to an em­
ployer in a certain. determined quantity o r for
a determined time, they strive tha t the said
quantity or time be in direct proportion to the
wages they receive.

Even amongst the most unconscious workers,
even amongst those tha t never pu t in doubt the
right of the employe rs to exploit them, there
arises the notion of resistance to the voracity
of the capitalist.

The exploiters have naturally found out the
workers' tendency to economize their labor
power-and this explains why some of th em
have resort ed to emulation and the premium sys­
tem as a stimulus to a larger amount of wo rk.

The maste r masons especially-and at Paris
above all-s-have adopted a practice which, since
1906. has become quite obsolete ; since the masons
united in powerful syndicates. This scheme con­
sisted in placi ng in each stone yard and bui lding
a worker secretly pa id much better than his
comrades. He would hustle more tha n anyone
else and it was necessary to follow him or ri sk
bein g antagonized. caned a laggard . or OJ!.
charged as incapable.
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This behavior demonstrates that the masters
treat their workers worse th an thei r mach ines.

Indeed. the latter are bought on a guarantee
of a certain specified production in a specified
running time. and owners do not pretend to de­
mand a larger output ; whilst , when they engage
workers, they demand from them, as we have
said, the maximum of their productive capacity
- both in strength and skill. This discordance.
which is the basis of relations between workers
and masters, th rows a light on the fundamental
oppos ition o f interests between th e two parties­
the struggle o f the class which owns the in­
st ruments of production against the class which ,
deprived of capital, possesses no wealth outside
o f its labor power.

And on the economic field, as soon as ex­
ploited and exploiters come face to face, we
see th e ineradicable antagonism that drives
th em to the two opposite poles and consequently
rend ers always unstable and short-lived their
agreement s. Betwee n these two parties, to be
sure, it is impossible to close a contract in the
pre cise and fai r sense of the term. A contract
implies th e equality of the contrac ting parties
and their full fr eedom to act-indeed, the
specific characterist ics of a contract consist in
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bringing tog'tthtt two patti es who agree on and
sign something to the real interest o f both of
them. either for the present or for the future.
Now. when a worker offers his labor power to
an employer, the two parties are far from being
on the same footing of independence and
equality.

The worker, obsessed by the urgency of se­
curing his daily bread-if not al ready in the
clutches of hunger-s-does not possess the serene
freedom to act, which his employer enjoys.
Moreover, the benefit which he derives from the
letting out of his labor is only temporary, in­
asmuch as, whilst he secures an immediate ga in.
it is not difficult to realize, on the other hand,
that the risk he exposes himself to, with the
sort of work that is imposed on him, may en­
dan ger his health and his future.

There fore. between the workers and their em­
ployers then : cannot be any agreements deserv­
ing to be qual ified as con tracts.

What it has been agreed to call a working
contract lacks the specific and bilateral character
of a contract prope r. Indeed. we con front a
pu rd y unilateral cont ract favorable to only one
of th e parties ; in other wo rds, it is a real lion
and lamb contract in which the st rong ( th e
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capita list ) dictates the cond itions to which the
weak (the worker) must of necessity submit .

F rom th is state of facts it necessarily follows
that in the labor market there are nothin g but
two belligerent armies in a state o f permane nt
warfare. Consequently, all agreements and all
business relations between th e two must be pre­
carious and short -lived, inasmuch as they are
vitiate d beforehand by the graduation of the
greater or smalle r resistance of the antagonist s
on which they rest.

And it is just for this that between employers
and workers there is never, nor ever wilt be
made. a binding an d lasting un ders ta nding, a
contract in the tru e and loyal sense of the word.

Between them there are and can be only
armistices which, by suspending the hostilities
from time to tim e, introd uce a momentary armed
t ru ce in the incessant warfare.

Ca pital and labor are two worlds that vio­
lently dash together!

Of cou rse, it may-and does-a-happen th at
there a re infiltrations of one into the other ; by
virtue of a sort of social capillar ity some ab­
sconders pass from the world of labor to that
of Ca pita l, even forge ttin g and disowning their
origin and often taking' p lace amongst the most
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intracta ble defenders of their new adopted caste.
But these fluctuations do not render infir n the

antagonism of the two classes ; on one side as
on the othe r, the interests at play a re dian etric­
ally oppos ite and this oppos ition mani fests itself
in everything that constitutes the v..arp of hwnan
exi stence.



III.

T n E RICH MAN'S MORALS Ar."D THE P OOR ~1AN's

V ICES. THE D ICTUMS OF J AURES. THE

W ORlCDS' LocIC. SE1'<."TUIENTAL DEcu.u­
TIONS. THE BoI}RGEOIS' H URT IS His STRONG

Box. T HE M ORE WE PRoGR ESS TH E M ORE W E

SABOT. T H E LAsT T OPP LI NC DoWN.

From the radical difference. the persistence of
which we have noted, between the working class
and the capitalist clas s, there is na turally derived
a different morality.

Indeed, it would be very strange if eve rything
were different betwe en the toiler and the capita l­
ist except their morals. H ow could one admi t
that the acts and att itude of an exploited work­
man should be j udged and valued accord ing to
the criterion of his class enemy ? It would be
simply absurd.

The truth is that, as there exist two classes in
society, so there exist two moralities. the bour­
geois moral ity an d the proletarian mora lity.

"The natural or zoological mora lity..- w'rites
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Max r\orrlau--"affirms that rest is the SUp TemC

merit and does not define labor as pleasant and
glorious excep t tha t it is indispensable to mate-­
rial exis tence."

But the exploiters do not find any profit in
th is morality. Their interests , indeed, demand
that the masses toil more than is necessary a nd
produce more than they need. It is because the
exploit ers want to appropria te the surplus
product.

Thus they have suppressed th e natural moral­
ity and invented another one in its stead, de-­
veloped by their philosophers, praised by their
demagogues, sung by their poets-a morality
whereby idleness figures as the source of all
vices and labor as virtue.

It is needless to observe that this moral ity has
been manufactu red for the pro leta rian trade, for
the rich who susta in it arc very careful not to
conform to it, Idleness is not a vice, except to
the poor. And it is in the name of the dicta tes
and mandates of this special morali ty that they
must ceaselessly sweat, without any relaxa tion,
in favor of thei r masters. Whatever slackens
the efforts of production and whatever att itud e
tends to reduce the explo iter's benefit is qualified
as immoral.
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On the contrary, all that may tum to th e ad­
vant age of the boss is loudly glorified. Thus
there are not sufficient eulogies for assiduity to
th e hardest and cheapest labors, for the simple
scruples that make the honest worker; in a word
for all the ideological and sentimental fetters that
fasten the wage earner to the chariot of capital­
ism, more than an iron cha in.

To finish, besides, their work of enslavement.
they loudly appeal to a11 human vanities. All
the qualities of the good slave are exalted and
magnified and they even have invented a moral
gu erdon-the medal or diploma to labor-for the
most cheerful drudgers who have distinguished
themselves for the flexibility of their spine, their
Christian spirit of resign ation and their fealty
to ..the boss."

The working class is saturated with this
scoundrelly morality.

From birth to death the proletarian is ta inted
with it. H e sucks it in th e more or less adul­
terated milk of the nursing bottle , which too
often replaces for him the mothe r's breast. Later
the vices of the same mor ality are inj ected into
him in careful doses, and the absorption con­
tinues in a thousand processes until, buried in
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the common grave, the proletarian sleeps at last
his eternal steep.

The poisoning derived from this morality is
often so deep and resistent that men of sharp
wits and keen and clear reasoning are contam­
inated.

This is the case with Deputy Jauds, who, to
condemn SABOTAGE. has been infected with these
capitalist-made ethics. During a discussion on
Syndicalism. in the French Parliament on May
11. 1907. h. decla red;

" If it is a question o f a systematic-and raetbcdi­
cal propaganda of SABOTAGE, at the risk of be­
ing approved by the conservatives. I do not be­
lieve that it will go very far. SABOTAGE is re­
pugnant to the nature and tendencies of the
working class.

"SABOTAGE is loathsome to the technical skill
of the worker, which skin represents his real
wealth. And this is why Sorel, the theorist and
metaphysician of Syndicalism. declare s that
even gyantint:' to Syndicalism aD the possible
means, there IS one that it must interdict to itself
and that is the one which might depreciate and
humiliate in the wor ker his professional value­
a value which is not only his precarious wealth
of today, but also his title to his sovereign ty of
th e world tomo rrow."

The affirma tions of j aures, even if protected
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by the shield of Sorel, are an he wants them to
be-see the metaphysics-a-except an exposition
of economic reality.

Where in Christendom has jacres metwork-
ers who with "their nature and their tendencies"t break thei r necks to hand their masters all thei r

~ physical and mental energy. in spite of the ab­
, sura, odious and shameful conditions which the

latter impose and fasten upon ,th em ?
On the other hand how can the "technical

value" and sloll of these hypothet ical workers
be endangered when, having realized, on a cer­
tain day, th at they are th e victims o f an inhuman
exploitation, they strive to break away from it
and consent no more to submit their muscles and
thei r brains to an indefinite drudgery, to the total
advantage of their masters? Why should they
scatter this "technical value and skill which eon- ­
stitutes their wealth1" Why should they make
of it a fr ee present to the capitalist? Isn't it
more logical. indeed, that the workers, instead

t of sacri ficing them selves like lambs on the altar
! of capitalism, st ruggle and rebel and, valuing
if at the very highest possible pr ice _their "techni-

I
,e cal skitl," let-all or in part-this "true wealth"
.' of thei rs on the very best terms obtainable?

To these questions J aures has not made any

l

1,
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answers, having not gone very deep into the
quest ion. He has limited himself to declarations
of a sentimental order inspired by the exploiters'
morality and which are noth ing less than the
criiicisms of the bourgeo is economists reproach­
ing the working class for their extravagan t de­
mands and their stri kes and accusing them of
putting the national industry in jeopardy.

The J aures line of reasoning is indeed of the
same bra nd-with this difference, that instead of
harping on the patriotic chord, he tries to awaken
and goad the pride, vani ty and conceit of the
over-excited and thoughtl ess workers.

The J aures argument, moreove r, ar rives at the
final denial o f the class st ru ggle, because it ceases
to take into consideration the constant state of
war ex isting between capital and labor.

Now, plain common sense suggests that, since
th e boss is the enemy of the worker. the latt er
by preparing an ambush for his adversa ry, does
not commit a bad or i'Iislo)"a l act. It is a recog­
nized means of warfare , just as admissible as
open and face to Ieee battle.

Therefore not one of the arguments borrowed
from the bourgeois morality is competen t to
judge SAlIOTAGF.., just as none o f these argu ments
has any weight and bearing on the judgment.
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acts , deeds, thoughts and aspirations of the work­
iog class.

If on all these points one wants to rightly rea­
son. one must not recur to the capitalist code of
ethics but inspire oneself to the worship of the
producers wh ich is daily being shape d in the
heart of the working classes and which is destined
to regene rate the social relations, in so far as
it is the proletarian morality which will regulate
the society of tomorrow.

The bourgeoisie, of course, has felt itself
st ruck at heart by SABOTAGE-that is, struc k in
its pocketbook. And yet-be it said without any
offensive intention-s-th e good old lady must re­
sign herself an d get used to living in the constant
compa ny o f S AOOTAGE. Indeed it would be wise
for her to make the best of what she cann ot pre­
vent or suppress. As she must fam iliarize her­
self with th e th ought of her end (at least as a
ruling and owning class) , so it were well for
her to familiarize herself with SABOTAGE, which
has nowadays deep and indestructible TOOts. Har­
pooned to the sides of capitalistic society it shall
tear and bleed it until the shark turns the final
somersault.

It is alre ady, and shall continually become
more so-worse than a pestiferous epidemic-
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worse, indeed, than any terrible contagious dis­
ease. I t shall become to the body social of capi­
talism mote dangerous and incurable than cance r
and syphili s are to the hwnan body. Na turally
al l this is quite a bore for this scoundrelly so­
ciety-but it is inevitable and fatal.

It does not requi re to be a g reat prophet to
predict that the mote we 'progress, the more we
shall SAllOT.



I V.

T o PIERCE T H E GoLDEN C U IRASS. THE CRITI­

CISM OF ROCKEFELLER. \ VHOM SAOOTAGE

MUST BE 'WIELDED AGAINST. To STRIKE AT

THE Boss, NEVER AT THE CoNSUMER. T H E

SABOTAGE OF TIlE P ARISI AN BARBERS. T H E

SABOTAGE OF TH E FooD'VORKERS. T HE CRIM­

I NAL PRETENSES OF SoME H OTEL O WNERS.

T H E "OPEN MOUTHED" S ABOTAGE. ' VUO

S HALL BE BLAMED : CRIMINAL E MPLOYERS OR

H ONEST W ORKERS ?

On the battl efield, which is called th e labor
market, it is important that the belligerents meet
with equal weapons. The cap ita list opposes a
golden breastplate to the blows of the adversary
who, knowing beforehand his offensive and de­
fensive inferiority. tries to remedy it by having
recourse to the many ruses of war.

The worker being powerless to attack his
enemy in the front, tries to do so at the side,
striking him in this most vital center: the money
bag.

74



SABOTAGE 75

There happens then to the masters what hap­
pms when a people, which, wishing to repel a.
foreign invasion and having not sufficient forces
to meet its armies in Open battle, adopts the tac­
tics of guerillas and ambuscades-a humiliating
fight for the grea t army corps, but so terrible
and murderou s that often the invaders refuse to
recognize their opponents as in a state of bcllig·
erency,

Thi s execration of the regular armies for the
guerrillas does not surprise us, neither we are
astonished at the horror capitalists express for
S AIlOTAGE.

In truth S ABOTAGE is to the social war what
guerrillas are to national wars. It arises from
the same feelings, answers to and meets the same
necessities and bears the same identical conse­
qu ences on the workers' menta lity.

Every one knows how much a guerilla war­
fare develops individual courage, da ring and de­
termination-the same may be said of SABOTAGE.
It keeps the workers in training, preventing them
from relax ing into a pernicious slot.h--and as it
requires a permanent, restless action, it naturally
obtains . the result of developing the worke r's
initiative. of train ing him to act by himself and
of stirring his combativeness,
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Of these and kindred qualities the worker is
monnously in need. for the boss acts towards
him with the same scruples as those of the in­
vading armies operating in a hostile country.
That is, sacking, pillaging and plundering the
very most they can.

The billionaire Rockefeller has reproved this
capitalistic capacity- though, naturally. he puts
it shamefully in constant practice. "The trouble
with some employers "- wrote the American
Croesue-v'is tha t they do not pay the right
wages. H en ce the te ndency of the worker to
diminish his labor:'

This tendency to a reduction of labor noticed
by Rockefeller (a reduction which he justifies
with his rebuke to the employers ) . is nothing
but SABOTAGE under the simplest aspect unde r
which it presents itself to the intellect of the
a verage worker : a slacking off of work.

It may be called th e instincti ve an d primordial
for m of SABOTAGE.

It is just this that in 1908 at Bedford, Ind.,
u . S. A., was delibera ted upon by some hundred
workers who had been not ified o f a forthcom ing
reduction o f wages.

'Without saying a word these workers went to
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a neighboring machine shop and had their shovels
cut smaller- whereupon they retu rned to their
work and answered to their bosses : " Small
wages, small shovels," Thi s fonn of SAIIOTAGE.
howeve r, is only possible to the day workers.
It is, in fact, too evident that piece workers have
no interest whatever to redu ce their ou tput, for
in such a case they would themselves be the first
victims of their passive revolt.

The latter must then resort to othe r means
and their att ention must be directed to lower the
quality, not the quantity, of their work.

In relation to this the " Bulletin de la Bourse
du Trava il de Montpellier,' on the lst of May,
1900, published an article which said in part:

"If you are machinists it will be easy with
two cents worth of emery dust or even with a
little sand to clog your machine and cause loss
of time and costly repairs to the boss. If you
are a cabinetmake r nothing will be eas ier than
to dete rio ra te a piece of furnit ure without your
boss noticing it at first sigh t. A tailor does not
have to think long how to spoil a suit or a piece
of cloth, a store clerk or salesman with a skillful
stain on clothes and other articles of wearing wilt
p rovoke their sale as damaged and imperfect
sta in on clothes aud other art icles of wearing will
cause breakage and upset ting of goods (the mis-,
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take was made no one knows by whom, and the
boss loses the customers) . A fann hand could
once in a while make a mistake with his hoe or
scythe or sow bad seeds in the fields, and so on."

As it appears from this quotation the applica­
tions of S ABOTAGE vary to the infinite. But,
whichever they be, the workers who practice
the m must constantly keep in mind that one thing
is strict ly prohibited to them, i. c., whatever
could react to the disadvantage or detriment of
the consumer.

SABOTAGE mu st be directed aga inst the boss
either by reducing tlie output or by deteriorating
and making unusable the product or by disabling
and paralyzing the inst ruments of production­
but the consumer, we repeat, must never suffe r
by this war waged exclusively against the ex­
ploiter. An example of the efficacy of S ABOTAGE

is given by the methodical application of it by
the Pari sian barbers.

Used as they were to shampoo their clients
at the epoch of their last conflicts they decided
to extend the system to the signs of their bosses'
shops. By thi s system which in Parisian slang
is called badigeonnage, they obtained an earlier
closing of the barber shops at night and a weekly
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day o f res t by the general closin g up of all shops
in a certain specified day of the week.!

T he workers strongly insist on the specifi c
cha ract er of SABOTAGE which consists in hurting
the boss, not the consumer, but the)' must fight
hard against th e lying attitude of the capitalist
press which is vitally interested to distort the
facts and present S ABOTAGE as a dangerous men-­
ace to the pub lic.

Nobody has forgotten the commotion produced
by the weird recitals of the daily papers about
some bread which was supposed to have con­
tained ground glass.

The Syndicalists actually sweated to declare
that to put glass dust in the bread was simply
a ha teful , stupid and criminal act and that the
bake rs cou ld not have even though t of such a
das tardly deed. Nevertheless. and in spite of all
their denials and denu nciation of the cowardly
lies, this calumny was insinuating itself in the
public mind. a rraying against bake rs public opin-
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ion and a great number of people to whom the
dictums of their paper are gospel truth s.

As a ma tte r of. fact in all the various phases
of the bakers' stri ke SAOOTAGE was st rictly con­
fined to the deterioration of th e shops. the sieves
and the ovens. As to the brea d, if there was
baked any that was not eatable (either done too
much or too litt le. unkneaded, saltless or yeast...
less but never with pu lverized glass or any other
foreign matt er). it was not nor could be the
customer to suffer through it, but the boss baker
alone.

It were, indeed, necessary to believe the buyers
a mass of hopeless fools to think that they would
accept instead of bread an indigestible and nau­
sea ting mass, In case anyone had carelessly ac­
cepted such a loaf he would, of cou rse, have
immediately return ed it and demanded an edible
one in exchange.

It may therefore be assumed that the story of
the ground glass was nothing but a fanciful il­
lust ration o f the capita list argument intended to
discredit S ABOTAGE in genera l and. in that in­
stance, the bakers' str ike.

The same may be said of the bomb exploded
in 1907 by a da ily paper whose s:xcialty is to
misrepresent the labor movement, This paper
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printed that a drug clerk who had the SAIlOTACE
mania had substituted strychnine and other vio­
lent poisons for th e ha rmless drugs of a pre­
scription.

Aga inst th ese tales-which were nothing but
shameful lies-the Drug Clerks' Union rightly
protested.

In reality, if a drug clerk ha d the intention of
applyi ng SABOTAGE he wou ld never th ink of poi­
soning the patients-a deed which after caus­
ing their dea th would also land the S ABOTACER
in jail whilst it would leave totally undisturbed
the boss druggist.

Instead of that, the dru g clerk who would
reall y SAOOT his boss would know how to go
about it in a different way; he would for in­
stance, waste the chemical ingredients in filling
his prescriptions, or better still use the best. pur­
est and therefore costliest drugs instead of the
cheap adulterated ones general ly in use.

In this latter case he would, moreover. {Itt

himse lf from th e culpable complicity wh ich a
drug clerk is often compelled to submit to in
taking a hand in the boss's own SABOTACE-the
truly criminal one-which consists in selling
drugs of the lowest quality. totally ineffective,
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or almost so, instead of the pure products pre­
scribed by the physician.

It IS therefore useless to insist in the demon­
stration that pharmaceutical S ABOTAGE rather
than being harmful is indeed beneficial to the
sick.

It is, in fact. with these results and intents-
1. e., favorable to the consumer- that SABOTAGE
is applied in many trades-especially by those
concerned with alimentation and foodstuffs.

If there is anything to complain of it ought to
be that SABOTAGE has not yet become a daily
practice of the working class in these latter in­
dustries.

It is indeed deplorable to notice how often the
workers lend themselves to the most abominable
tricks against their brothers and to the detriment
of public health in general, without their realiz­
ing the great responsibility that befalls them for
actions wh ich, though not within the criminal
taw, nevertheless donot cease to be crimes.

The following quotation from a manifesto the
people of P ari s issued by the Cooks ' U nion in
1908, goes further than any argument towards
illuminating the reader on this subject :

"The hea d cook of a popular restaurant noticed
one morni ng that the meat which had been
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brought m was so far gone as to constitute a.
serious da nge r to th e ones that would eat it.
Accordi ngty he notified the proprietor who on his
side insisted that it be cooked and served just
the same.

The chef, disgusted by such cynical demeanor.
re fused to become an accomplice to the wanton
poisoning of the costumers, whereupon he was
forthwith discharged for his conscientious scro­
pies and all t he restaurateurs of Paris infonned
of his dismissal. He was, in e ther words, black­
listed. So far the incident reveals only a shame­
Jess act of an individual boss as contra sted to an
honorable one by an individual worktT-but the
consequences of that were so far and wide and
revealed such a scandalous and dangerous solid­
ari ty amongst the restaurant owners as to com­
pel us to denounce it.

Whm th e discharged chef presented himself
again to the employmmt bureau krpt by the
Restaurant Men's Association, the manager of it
bluntly told him that a cook must not be con­
cerned if foodstuffs are wholesome or decayed,
that a cook is not re sponsible and therefore. be­
ing paid. must strictly confine himself to obey
orders and that finally. his refusal being unwa r­
ranted and peremptory, from that day on he must
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not rely any more on the bureau to ge t employ­
ment,

Either die of starvation-c-or become an acces­
SOl)" to poisoning-this is the dilemma imposed
upon the workers by the Restaurant Men 's As­
sociation. Th at. besides, means that the bosses'
unions, far f rom decry ing the sale of rotten
meats, hide and defend such an infamous traffic
and persecute with mal ignan t ha tred whoeve r
tries to prevent the wholesale poisoning of his
fellow men.

This episode, o f course, is not un ique, and in
Paris as everywhere else the restaura nt keepers
who unscrupulously serve putrid food are mort'
than one-if not the rul e. On the other hand
the cooks that have the courage to follow the ex­
ample of their Parisian co lleague are migh ty
scarce. The reason is that by showing too much
conscience they risk being discharged and black­
listed. Th e feat of unemployment is such as to
paralyze many brains, shake many good re solu­
tions and check and muzzle many revolts. This
is why the mysteries of the kitchens-c-whether
popular or aristocratic-are never revealed.

And yet it would be so useful to the consumer
to know what suspicious foods are manipulated
in the resorts where they ~t thei r meals! It
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would be ind eed quite instructive to the avenge
man to know that the lobster stew he tats is
made with the din ing room remains of the crab
bones of the previous day, accurately scraped
out of their flesh which still adhere to them,
beaten in brass mortars and finally colored with
a pink substance.

Likewise he surely would be glad to know that
the filets de cheveau are but pieces of abnonnally­
colored beef, highly flavored ; tha t to cure and
"rejuvenate" the ill-smelling and rotten tasting
fowl they stick them with a red hot spit, that all
the restauran t supplies (forks, plates. glasses,
etc. ) I are dried with the napkins already used
by the clients and so on.

The list would be long and nauseating should
we enumerat e all the "tricks of t rade" of the
ra pacious and shameless business men who,
perched in the corners of their shops. not only do
th eir very best to spoliate their clients but also
often try to poison them altogether.

On the other hand it is not necessary to know
the systems-c-it would be enough to know in
which respectable establishments such crimes are
perpe trated'.

That is why it is to be hoped and desired in
the interest or public health that the workers
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in that line of trade SABOT the art ificial and
stolen reputations of their unscrupulous masters
and thus warn and put us on guard against these
shameless malefactor s.

We must here rapidly observe that th e cooks
have also the means for another type of SADO­
TAGE--the preparing of dishes in the most ex­
cellent way with all th e possible and fastidious
care and atten tions and all the perfections sug­
gested by culinary art and, in the popular eating
houses, by being libera l and gene-rous in making
the port ions.

F rom all thi s it clearly results tha t for the
kitchen hands in particular and the food workers
in genera l, SABOTAGE identifies itself with the
interests of the consumers.

Some will object, perhaps, tha t , for instance.
the cook who reveals the unpleasant and un­
sanitary secrets of the kitchen docs not commit
an act of SADO'TAGE but just gives a plain and
simple example of professional integrity de­
serving commendation and encouragement. If
so these worth y gentlemen had better be care­
ful for with their encouragement they t read on
slippery.g round which may precipitate them into
an abyss-they may th us unint ent ionally and un-
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knowingiy arrive at a logical condemnation of
mod~rlJ soddy.

F raud. sophistication. lie, the ft. fake and hum­
bug are the warp and woof of capitalist society ;
to suppress them would be equal to the killing
of society itself .

It is useless to nurse any illusions ; the day
when it woul d be tri ed to introduce into social
relations, in all their st rata, a strict honesty and
a scru pulous good will, nothing would remain
standing- neither industry nor . commerce nor
finance-absolutely nothing I

Now. it is evident that to launch safely his
unde rha nd manipulations th e employer cannot
act alone. He needs help, which in this case
means accomplices. And he finds them in his
workers and other employes. It follows logically
that, wishing to associate the workers in these
maneuve rs-but not in his benefits and profits­
the boss, wha tever tile field of his activity, exacts
from them a complete submission to his private
interest s and forbids them to pass an)' judgment
on his operations or to " interfere with his busi­
ness,"

1£ any such operation is fraudulent, the
wo rkers must oot be concerned-it is not their
business. "Wor kers and employes in gene ral
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a re not responsible. So far as they are paid
they have noth ing to do but obey:' remarks very
explicitly the manager of the restaurant owners'
employment bureau.

As a consequence of th is subtle sophistry , the
worker must renounce his personali ty, stifle his
senti ments and act as dumb as a mach ine.

E very rebellion to the orders received, every
violat ion of the professional secre t, every revul­
sion at practi ces, to say th e least, dishonest , to
which he is compelled to submit, constitu tes for
him a felony against his boss.

Therefore, should he refuse to be blindly and
passively subdued, should he dare to denounce the
filthy practices they want him to be part and
parcel of . he is considered and dealt with as a
mut ineer in open warfare against his employer
and his scruples are termed SABOTAGE.

T his line of thought, however, is not stri ctly
peculiar to the bosses. Even the labor unions
consider as an act of war and as S ABOTAGE all
revelations pre judicial to the interests of the
capi talists.

Thi s ingenious way of driving back the hosts
of human exploita tion has been called with a
special na me: opex moJ(1hed sabotage. The ex­
pression could not be happier or more significant.
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How many are there, indeed. who have built
up real fortunes, thanks to the system of being
silent on the capitalist robberies t

Without the silence of the exploited that help
them it would be very hard. if not impossible, for
the exploiters to manage wen their sordid busi­
ness. I f they succeeded. if the clients fell into
th eir traps and snares, if their profits from a
snow-ba ll have become an avalanche. they owe
their thanks to the silence of their employes.

' Veil, now. these mutes of the Commercial and
industrial harems ar c gett ing tired of keeping
their mouths shut, They want to speak, and
what they have to say is of such a nature that it
will create a void around their masters.

T his kin d o f SABOTAGE, which with its novel
a nd mild methods, may nevertheless become as
terrible to many capitalists as the rude paralysis
of precious instruments of production, is about
to have the g reatest d iffusion.

It is thi s kind of SABOTAGE which often the
masons reso rt to by revealing the flaws of the
building they have finished--ftaws (or fra uds)
ordered by the contractor to his exclusive ad­
vaneege-c-walls lacking in thickness, bad or see­
end-hand material, subtraction of pieces of or­
nament, etc.
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"Open mouthed" also the workers of railway
tracks and tunnels who will hence forward de­
nounce the criminal defects o f construction and
support.

"Open mouthed" the drug clerks, butchers.
delicatessen and grocery clerks and others who,
in order to obtai n bet ter condit ions and wages
shall proclaim from the housetops the frauds
and trickeries of the trade.

"Open mouthed" the bank and stock exchange
clerks who will denounce the devious and sordid
plans and operations of the barons of finance.

In a great mass meeting held last J uly by
these latter in Pari s, their union published an
official resolut ion in which "all the bank and
exchange employes are called upon to break at
last their professional silence and reveal to the
public all that happens in thos e dens of thieves
which are the financial houses,'

At th is point we must ask ourselves-what wiu
be said of the "open mouthed" device by the
punct ilious moralists who condemn SABOTAGE in
the name of mora lity ?

Against which of th e two conflicting pa rties
will th ey hurl their anathemas-the employers
or the employes?

Against the employers-thieves, defaulters,
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burglan; and poisoners who want to associate the
workers in their crimes, or against the employes
who, by refusing to aid and abet the dishonest
and scoundrelly practices of their exploiters, set
their own conscience free and put the consumer
on his guard ?
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THE V ARIOUS METHODS OF SABOTAGE. CARNEG IE

AND S ABOTAGE. THE I NSUFFICIENCY OF TH E

S TR IKE. I NTELLIGENT PARALYZAT ION VERSUS

STUPID DESTRUctiON. THE END OF SCABBERY.

A Q UESTION OF LIFE AND D EATH. THE CAR­

MEN' S S ABOTAGE. TAILORS AND F URRIERS.

RAILROAD MEN AND TELEGRAPHERS. INFINITE

VARtErIES OF SADOTAGE.

Up to thi s point we have examined the various
methods of SABOTAGE adopted by the work ing
class witho ut a stoppage of work and without
abandoning the shop and factory. But SABOTAGE
is not confined to this-it may become and is
gradually becoming a powerful aid in case of
strike. T he multi-milliona ire Carnegie, the iron
king , has wri tten that "to SUppose that a man
who is defending his wages and his necessities of
Jife will sit peacefully while anoth er is being put
in his place is to su ppose too much ."

Th is is exactly what the syndicalists ( industrial
unionists) never cease to preach, repeat and pro­
claim.

92
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But there is no deafer man than he who does
not wan t to hear. and the capital ists belong to
this cat egory.

The same remark of millionaire Carnegie has
been paraphrased by citizen Bousquet. secretary
of the Pa ris Bakers' Union, in an art icle in " La
Voix du Peuple,"

"We may state't-c-wri tes Bousquet-"tha t the
simple stoppage of work - is not sufficient to
realize the aims of a st rike.

..It is necessary, indeed indispensable. to in­
sure a good result of the conftict-that the tools,
instruments, utensils, machines and other means
of produ ction o f the shop, mill. mine, factory,
oven, etc., also Co 0tI st rike--or in other words.
that they be put in a "non-nullling (o"di,ion."
The scabs often go to 'wo rk and find these ma­
chines, tools, e vens. etc., in good condition, and
this through th e supreme mistake of the st rikers
who. having left in "good health" these means
o f production , bave fatall y left behind them the
first reason of the ir failure.

"Now to go on strike leaving in a normal
working state the machines and other instru­
ments of labor simply means so much time lost
for a successful st ruggle.

" Accordingly the bosses, who can always rely
on the scabs , the army and the police, will con­
tinue to run the machines * • * and half
the st rike will be lost .

"The most important part o f a strike , there-
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fore, precedes the strike itself and consists in
reducing to a powerless condit ion the working
instruments. It is the ABC of economic war­
fare.

" It is only then th at the game between masters
and workers is st raigh t and fair , as it is clear
th at only then the complete cessation of work
becomes real and produces the designed results.
i. e., the complete arrest of labor act ivity with in
the capitalist shop.

"Is a str ike contemplated by the most in­
dispensable workers-those of th e alimenta ry
trades ? A quart of kerosene or other greasy
and malodoro us matter poured or smeared on
the level of an oven * * * and welcome
the scabs and scabby soldiers who come to bake
th e bread ! The bread will be uneatable because
the stones will gi ve the bread for at least a
month the foul odo r of the substance they have
absorbed. Results: A useless oven.

" Is a strike coming in the iron. steel, copper
o r any other mineral industry ?

"A little sand or emery powder in the gear of
those machines which like fabul ous monsters
ma rk the exploitation of the workers. and the y
will become palsied and useless.

"The iron ogre will become as helpless as a
nursling and with it the scab. ..

A. Renault, a clerk in the W estern Railroad.
has touched on th e same argument in his volume
"Syndicalism in the R ailroads," an argument
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which cost him his position at a trial in which the
commission acted as a court martial. "To be
sure of success: ' explained Rena ult. "in case that
all railroad workers do not quit their work at
once-it is indispensable that a strategem of
which it is useless to give here the definition be
instantaneously and simultaneo usly applied in aU
important centers as soon as the strike is de­
dared.

"For th is it would be necessary that pickets of
comrades determined to prevent at any cost the
circulat ion o f trains be posted in every impo rtant
center and locality. It wou ld be,well to choose
those workers amongs t the most skilled and ex­
perienced. such as could find the weak points off­
hand without committ ing acts of stupid dest ruc­
tion , who by th eir open eyed, cautious and intel­
ligent action as well as energetic and efficacious
skill, would by a single st roke disable and render
useless for some days the materia l necessary to
the regular performance of the service and the
movement of the trams. It is nec~sary to do this
serious ly. It is well 10 reckon beforehand with
the scabs and the milita ry. • . ."

Thi s tactic which consists in reinforcing with
the stri ke of the machinery the strike of the arms
would appear low and mean-but it is not so.

The class conscious toiiers well know that they
are but a minority and they fear that their corn­
rades have not the grit and energy to resist to
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tHe end. Therefore. in order to check desertion
and cut off the retreat to the mass, they burn the
bridges behind them.

This result is obtained 0)' taking away from
the too submissive workers the instru ment of
their labor-that is to say by paralyzing the ma­
chine which made their efforts fruitful and re­
numerative.

In this way treason is avoided and the de­
serters a re prevented from treating with the
enemy and resuming work before the due time.

Another point contends in favor of this tact ic.
As Bousquet and Renault have remarked, the

strikers have not only to reckon with the scabs.
they must also mistrust the army. In fact, the
habit of replacing the strikers with the soldiers is
becoming more and more systematic. Thus, in
a strike of bakers, electricians, railroad workers,
etc., the government immediately steps in to cut ·
its sinews and break it by having the military take
the place of the rebellious workers, and the prac­
tice has reached such an extent that to thor­
oughly systematize it the government in the case
of electricians has specialized a division of the
signal corps to the running of the power houses
and the handling of machinery moved by dec­
tricity-and the soldiers are always ready to
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"report for duty" at the first symptoms of a
strike in the electri cal industry .

It is consequently evident that if the strikers
who a re aware of the government intentions.
should fail, before stopping work, to parry and
foil the thrust o f military inten..ention by making
it impossible and ineffective-they would lose
their fight at its very inception.

They would, indeed, be guilty of an unpardon­
able mistake. if having Iorseen the danger they
had not remedied it on time. If they do, it hap­
pen s then that they are immediately accused of
vandalism and condemned for their lack of re­
spect toward the machine and the tool. This
criticism would be just if in the worker's mind
there were a preconceived and systematic inteo­
tion of dete riorating the machinery without an)'
re ason or provocation and without a definite aim,
but this is not the case. If the workers disable
the machines it is neithe r for a whim nor for
dilettantism or evil mind but solely in obedience:
to an imperious necessity. It should not be for­
gotten that for many workers in the majo rity of
strikes it is a question of life and death. If they
do not paralyze the machines they surely go on to
unavoidable defeat, to the wreck of all their
hopes. On the other hand by appl}ing sabotage
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the workers will surely call upon them the curses
and insults of the bourgeoisie-but will also in­
sure to themselves many great probabilities of
success.

Taking into account the sum of the interests
at play, it is easy to understand why the work­
ing class takes so tightly the anathemas of inte r­
ested and polluted public opinion-and we find
it but logical that the fear of being condemned
by capitalists and their allies does not detain
them from an ingenious and bold action which
almost gu arantees them victory.

Th e workers find themselves in a position
about similar to that of a retreating army which.
being pursued by the enemy. decides to destroy
accoutrements, arms and provisions th at would
hamper them in their march and possibly fall
into the hands of the enemy. In such a case­
destruction is legit imate and wise-whilst in
another case it would be sheer folly. On the
strength of the same argument no one can pos­
sibly blame the workers who resort to sabotage
in order to ga in a victory for th emselves. In
fine, we can say of sabotage what has been said
of an tactics and all weapons : The end j usti­
ties the mean s.

I t is just in obedience to this irresistible ne-
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cessity that the carmen of Lyons some years
ago poured cement into the tracks of the swi ecbes
thus preventing the circulation of the tramways
manned by scabs.

The same may be said of the railroad work­
ers of Medoc who went on strike in J uly, 1908.
Before quitting work they toOk care to cut the
tel egraph wires between the various sta tions
and when the company tried how best it could
to reorgani ze the service it was found that
from th e pumps of water reserves the screws
and bolts had been taken off and hidden some­
where .

A clever system o f S AllOTAG£ was adopted in
Philadelphia by the workers of a great fur Iac­
tory. Before stopping work the cutters were
instructed by their union to alter the size of the
patterns on which the clients' fur coats had to
be made. Every cutter followed this advice and
reduced by some one-third of an inch all the
patterns he could lay his hands on. The str ike
was called and 'the boss, na turally, began to hire
scabs---but strange enough. the strikers did not
seem to be excited and left them alone.

Imagine the surprise and rage of the boss
when he at last found out that not one singte
ga rrnent was of the ri~t size and shape. After
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having spent a goodly pile of dollars, the furrier
was compe lled to give in to his former em­
ployes, who, upon resuming work readjusted
and repaired thei r patterns as before.

No one has yet forgotten the formidable cha­
otic disor ganizat ion provoked in the spring o f
1909 by the postal telegraphers' str ike in Fra nce.
Thi s strike astounded a number of bourgeois.
volunta rily short-sigh ted men, who overlook aU
social symptoms. even the most pronounced.

These worthy gentlemen would have been
much Tess stupified had they read what "Le Cri
Postal," organ of the Postmen and Telegraphers'
Union, had published in Apri l, 1907.

"You want to crush our organization to pre­
vent us from bettering our class * • * but
what you will never be able to preven t is tha t
scme fine day the letters and telegrams from
Lille ta ke a little st roll around Patpignan.

"What you cannot avoid is that the telephone
wires be simultaneously ta ngled and the tele­
g raphic inst ru ments take stra nge and unex­
plainable fits. What you will never prevent is
tha t ten thousand workers remain ·at their places,
but with thei r arms crossed-what you canno t
forbid is tha t ten thousand men all file in th e
same day, at the same hour, a pet ition for re­
tirement, and stop working una nimously.
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"And-worse than all-what you absolutely
cannot do. is to replace them with your sol­
diers. ... • • ..

Some rears ago the bill posters of a Parisian
corporation, having had their wages cut, reta li­
a ted by increasing the paste used for thei r work
an d by adding to it a two-cent tal low candle.

This work proceeded marvelously. The pla­
ca rds and bills were posted in as fine and tare­
fut a way as never be fore. Only aft er two hours,
when the paste dried. they fell to the ground and
the whole thing had to be done ever aga in. The
boss, having at last solved the puzzle, regretted
his coward ly action. To list out the thousand
of methods and ways of sabotage would be an
endless rosary. The shoe workers have an in­
finite variety of t ricks ; so have the bakers. To
the timber workers it cannot be difficult to use
the axe so that the tree or log is split in all its
length. T o the pa inters also it must be eas)' to
dilute or condense their colors as best they see
fit, But the record of sabotage is held by the
masons, woo since 1906 have used it abundantly.

For insta nce, the case is not rare when, after
a six-story building is complete, it is found out
that the chimne)"s do not draw. They are in­
spected, and it is found out that the)' are cb-
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structed : more or less accidentally, a trowel futl
of mortar has fallen in the smoke sha ft.

Elsew here another accident- some fine mom­
ing upon arriving to th e yard th ey find a wagon
load of cement or stucco abundantly sprinkled
over, and so on.

. Our good friends, the varnishers, next, know
very well how to t reat white lead with a spec ial
chemical composition so that a fter a few hours
all sort of varni shes appear as if they had been
done with lampblack.

The consequence of all th is is that the wages
o f masons and painters have increased wh ile
the working hours have been reduced, and with
them the overbearing arrogance of the bosses.

We ha rd ly need spea k at all of the methods
of sabotage in the printing industry. During
the last strikes, the boss p rinters have been suf­
ficiently rough -handled and had ample oppor­
tunity to appraise the cost o f printed ma tter
full o f errors, ink spots, uncorrected proofs,
etc., o f composition s upset and broken up, of
full pages fallen to the ground, whole cases of
types mixed up and confused, Iinotypes which
would not run, presses seized by rheumatism and
g out , and so forth.

All th is was the clumsy and awkwa rd work
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of some supposed scabs who wert: none else but
the strikers themselves who were • • •
scabbing for the purpose of saboting the boss
into submiss ion. Passing from the industrial to
the commercial field, sabotage consists here in
sa feguarding the interests of the CUSton1cTS and
clients instead of taking to heart tha t of the
boss. For instance. in the line of alimentary
merchandise. the drug clerk, butcher, groce ry
clerk, etc, will give the customers the right
weight instead of givi ng to the scale t he pro­
fessional snap of the finger.

We could cite many more instances and r-ieans,
hut as we are not writing a technical t reatise
on sabotage, we believe it unnecessary t o deal
here with all the forms of sabotage-which are
many and rom plex-that can be and often are
applied by th e revolting workers.

Those that we have already quoted are more
than sufficient to emphasize the efficiency and
mark the characteristics of sabotage.



VI.

PRoLETARIAN SAOOTA~E AND CA PITALISTIC S AB­

OTAGE. TUE S ABOTERS OF THE MILK. SABo­

TERS OF THE MIl~S. S ABOTERS OF IRO N A1'o1)

STEEL. TUE GREAT CoNT RACTORS OF THE

F ATHERLAND. FROM TH E \ VORKERS' SABOTAGE

DROPS THE GoLD OF T H E B OURGEOISIE. FROU

THE C APITAUST SABOTAGE OoZES OVT Hu­
MAN BLOOD.
As we have stated, il'l examining the various

systems of proletarian sabotage, under what­
ever form and at whatever moment it manifests
itself, its chief charac teristic consists-absolute­
ly always-in hitting at the bosses' pocketbook.

For the workers' sabotage which is aimed only
at the means of exptoitation-against the map
chines and the tools, that is against inert, pain­
less and lifeless things--the bourgeoisie bas noth­
ing but curses and maled ict ions. On the other
hand, the detractors and slanderers of the work­
ing class were never scandalized and never show
any anger again st another sort of sabotage truly

\04
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criminal, monst rous and abominable, which is the
very tiff' essence of modern society : the sabotage
of th e capitalists which reaps human victims and
deprives men of their health by sticking like a
leech at the very sources of IHe.

This bourgeois impassiveness and indifference
to this sort o f sabotage which is actually crim­
inal arises from the fact that the bourgeoisie
draws most of its profits from it.

Saboters ar e the fanners and tra ders who, by
adulterating the milk, chief nourishment of child­
hood . sap the very root of the growing genera­
t ion.

Saboters arc the millers and boss bakers who,
by mix ing talcum, chalk or other cheap but
harmful ingredients with flOUT, adulterate the
bread. a nourishment of first necessity.

Saboeers the man ufacturers o f chocolate made
with pa lm and cocoa oil.

Saboters the manufacturers and sellers of cof­
fee mixed with starch, chlckory and acorns.

Saboeers the grocers who sell pulverized pep­
pe r made wi th almon d shells and olive stones.

Saboters the confectioners who sell gtuccse
taffy, creams made with vasellne, honey with
starch and chestnut meal.
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Saboters the manufacturers of vinega r made
with sulphuric acid.

Sebote rs the dairymen who sell cheese made
of starch and butter o f ma rgarine.

Saboters the brewers whose beer is distilled
from corn leaves.

Saboters the great patriotic and public-spirited
contractor s of the great army supplies, who
make shoes with fXlpeT soles, cart ridges with coal
dus t and who sell fermented wheat. rotten canned
goods, etc.

Saboters the iron and steel barons who build
the powerful boilers of the warships with cracks
an d weak spots that will cause their explosion
and the murder of thousands.

Saboters the great importers of meat from
clandesti ne abottoirs where tuberculous cattle a re
slaughtered.

Sabot ers the buitding and railway contractors ,
the furn iture makers, th e manufacture rs o f
chemicals and fertilizers-in short , all th e cap­
tains of indu st ry o f any caliber, cut and make.
AIl saboters-aU, without one single exception,
because all trick, fake, adulterate, de fra ud and
swindle.

Sabotage reign s supreme in the capi tal ist
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world; it is everywhere-in industry, commerce.
agriculture.

Now, this sor t o f capitalist sabotage which
satura tes 111e present society and constitutes the
element in which this society breat hes, as we
breathe "in the oxygen of the air, this sort of
sabotage which will only disappear with the
downfall o f capitalist society itself, is much more
dam nable than the sabotage o f th e workers.

The latter-c-it is well to emphasize the point­
hi ts capital only in the ban k aCCOl.¥J t. whilst the
forme r st rikes at th e sources of human life,
ruins th e health of the people and fills the hos­
pitals and the cemeteries. From the wounds
produced by the proletarian sabotage only gold
flows out. F rom those inflicted by the capitalist
sabotage, it is human blood which gushes ou t in
streams,

The workers' sabotage is inspired by generous
and altru istic principles. It is a shield of de­
fense and protection against the usuries and
vexations of the boSS('S; it is the weapon of the
disinherited who. whilst he stru ggles for his
family's existen ce and his own, aims also to bet­
ter the social conditions of his class and to de­
liver it from the exploitation that strangles and
crushes it.
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It is the ferment of a better life.
The capita list sabotage, on the other hand, is

noth ing but a means of increasing exploitation
and profits. It does nothing but whet th e raven­
ou s appetites of the exploiters, that are never
sa tisfied.

It is th e expression of a loathsome vor acity,
o f an unquenchable thirst of riches which does
not even stop at crime I
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T H REE NEW BO OKLETS FOR BF­
GINNERS.

Induatrial Socialism, by William D. Hay­
wood and F rank Bohn. This boo klet treats of
th e whole subject of Socialism from the poi nt
of view of th e latest industria l developmen t,
It U.pb .inl th e cha nge fr om cral t unionism to
indus trial unionism and describes the work of
the Socialist Party. It is the booklet to place
in the han ds of the beginner at this time. It
will put th e feet of th e new mcm lj>cr upon th e
r ight road . P rice. 10 cents.

Shop Talks on Ec onomics, by Mary Eo
K arcy. T his is a ha nd-book of casy leaaona
for working pe ople and others not accu st ome d
to th e study of economics. I t has been revised
from the lessons tha t have appeared in the IN~

TnNAn ONAL Socuu:ST R!:\'lEW. The classic

worb of Marx and oth er gr eat wri ters em eco­
nom ics a fC' not lor the begjune r, But no O DC'

caD understand th e Socialist Movement until
he understands value, price and prolit as ex­
plained by Sociali sts. Shop TaIkI on Econom­
ka, sim ple, interesting and clea r. soh·es one of
the educational problem s of the Soci.;Ui.t Move­
ment. Price, 10 cen ts,

The StreD&th of the Strona:. by J ack London,
compleleS ou r list of new books for becmnen.
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Our comrade novelist has written this Iasei­
na ting s tory to show th e capitali st" the sol­
dier, th e la wyer and the politicia n in their
t rue lighL It is a "cave story" deal ing with
prim itive man. The firs t working class revolt
is described. P eopl e wh o have never before
re ad a book through in their live. will read
The Strength of the StionC. Price, 10 cen ts.

T hese three booklets ha ve been written to
me et th e need s of the present and the imme­
dia te futur e:. They supplement one anothe r,
and sho uld be sold together for U eem s at
Social ist m« tings. They will be th e leaders
during next yea r' , Presidential campaign. W e
bave published them ill adv aece so their mer­
its will be kn own to th e move ment when the
a mpai p stuts.

OTHER FIRST.CLASS P ROPAGANDA
BOOKLETS.

The following list of bookl ets are those
which ha ve been tried out by the Movement

'and have not been found wantin g. They ha ve
been selected from the ma ny we have printed
du ring ou r eleven yrars of Socialist publi sh­
ing. The list incl udes the best work of th e
best writers in th e Am erican Movement. AlI
of them are now t oo well-known to r equire
spe cial comment.

Sod aliam Made EasY. by James Connony.
10 cents.
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Introdu ction to Soda1ism, by N. A. Rlch­
ardaon. 5 cents.

The Soc ialia ta. Who They Are and What
They Stand For. by John Spare-o. 10 eeets,

The Sodalist Movement. by Charles H. Van.
10 cents.

The Que.t ion Box. by Frank M. Eastwood.
10 ce nts.

What's So and What Isn 't. by John M. Work.
10 cent s.

Social ist li terature ag ents should be familiar
wilh all the abo ve mention ed booklet s. While
aU of th em t each sound Socialism, they differ
greatly in style, sub ject ma tter and method of
appeal. Literature should be selected to suit
t he reader, not the dis t ributor .

EDUCATIONAL BOOKLETS.

T he followin g book le ts de al with special fea­
tures of Cap italism and Socialism. They are
interes ting and educational to r ecru it and vet­
eran alike. Only the first is new. The others
have lived lhrough a process of natu ral selee ­
t ion by the Socialist Movements of Europe and
A merica. AU of them will be as valuable for
propaganda and educat ion in tw enty yeau as
they are today.

How Caph ali an Has Hypnotized Society, by
William Thurston Brown. 10 cents.

The aut hor of this pamphlet is one of the
be st speake rs an d writers in the Americu

I
t
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.'m ovement. In this pamphlet he has u itiealty
i anal)·zed the sources of th e Ca pita lisu' con­

; trot of society. O ne who reads it will under-
stand capitalist e th ics, capita lise Law, and cap­
italis t might. This pamphlet ma kes revolu­
tionists out of ut opians.

T he t itles whi ch follow are too well known
to nee d comment:

Crime and Criminals, by Clarence S. Darrow.
10 cents.

The Open Shop, by Clarence S. Darrow. 10
cents.

The Rigbt to Be I..azy, by Paul La farpe. 10
cents.

The Socl&l Evil, by J. lL Greer. 10 Cen ts.
The State and Socialism, by Gabri d Deville.

10 cents,

SOME SOCIALIST CLASSIC S FOR TEN
CENTS EACH.

The Communist Manifelto. by Man and
E nc ela.

Value, Price and Pro6t, by Marx.
Socialism, Utopian and Scienti6c, by Engels.
No Compromise, by L iebknecbt.
T o comple te th is number of dassiu we must

add T he Cla.. Strugc1 e, by Ka rl }{auu,k,. Thil
great work, containing 208 pa ges, we have now

ublis hed in paper binding and sell for 25
ents (al so in d oth at 50 cents).

\ At no time in the bis tory of the American

\
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Movem ent has it been mort cucntW to dis-­
tri bute thi s solid literature of Socialism than
at present. T he Socialist P arty has doubled
its membership within eighteen months. It
will do so again wi th in the next eighteen
monthL U eless th is host of new members ia
carefully t rained in Socialis t knowledge, the
ra pid growth of the Party win prove a dan ger
to th e Move ment. As SOOn as a new member
of the Party has read a few of oW'" beginne rs"
oookicts, he 5houtd be imp ressed with the ne­
cessity of carefully stu dying all of the above
mentione d classi cs. Kautsky '. "0 _ Sirog­
Ite" should be read £rst and th en the othe rs
in the order given.

INDUSTRIAL UNIONISM.

T his subject is now of crucial importance in
th e American Socialis t and Labor Movem ents.
1t cannot be evaded. A sat isfactory solut ion
of th e prob lem can be r eached only wh en th e
American work ers poss ess much more lefor­
matien on the subject t ha n th ey do at present.
w e are making every effort to place befor e car
r eaders tbe bes t current tb ought as upressed
by th e roremose writers npon thi s subject.

JndustrW Soc i. tjlUn. by William D. Hay.
wood an d Frank Bolm. This booklet treats
genera lly or th e 5nbject of indust ria! e\"()lution
an d Socialum. It not only pTa\·u tbat indus­
trial lInionism is ma de ne«ss.ary by mod et1l

,

\
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condit ions. It shows th e r evolu tion ary m~
eion of indus t rial union ism. It describes the
necessary and prop er re la tion between the po­
lit ical and eco nomic organizat ions of labor.

One Big Union. by William E. Trautmann.
10 cents .

Industrial Union Methods, by William Eo
Trautmann. 5 cen ts.

The autbor of these pam ph let s ha s had a
large and varied exp erience in the European
and Am eric an Labor Movements, H e was
00(:( editor of the Brewery w orkers' J ournal,
official organ of one of the most prog ressive
of Ara erl ceu unions.

PAMPHLETS BY EUGENE V. DEBS.
Industrial Unionil;lll. I> cents.
Revolutionary U nionism. 5 cents.
Cla ss Unionism. 5 cents.
Uni ty and Victory. 5 cents.
Craft Unionism. 5 cents.
Yo u Railroad Men. 5 tent s.
These pa mp hlets on U nion ism by D ebs are

pr inte d in our P ocket Li br ary of Socialism.
One hu ndred of them will be sent for $1.00.
postpa id. They can be sold at s t reet mee tings
for l> cen ts each. A supply of all the above
m ention ed pamphlets on Industrial Unionism
sho uld be kept by each Local of the Socialis t
Pa rty.
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THE GREAT SOCIALIST CLASSICS.
Ours is the only publishing house in Amer­

ica which da.ims to keep a com plete stock of
the univers ally recogn ized Soc ialist dusks.
The foUo'M..itlg list ar e the works with which
an y Soc ialist library begins. Seldom indeed is
a work ",-ritte n whic h should rightly be ad ded
to Ihis numbe r. But when it appears we make
the addition.

Capital. by Karl Man. VoL L O oth,$2 .00.
Capital. by Karl Marx, VoL IL D oth . $2.00.
Capital. by Karl Marx. Vol. ilL Ooth . l2 .oo.
The Civil War in France, by- Karl Marz.
P aper. 25 cen ts.
Critiqu e of P olitical E conomy, by Karl

Mara. Doth. $1.00.
The Eighteenth Brumaire, by Karl Marz..

Paper , 26 cen ts.
The P overty of P hilosophy, by Karl Man.:

D oth, $1.00. I
Revolution and Counter-Revolu tion, by Kar~

Mar:... O oth,:;O cen ts . '
Value, Price and Profit, by ~I Marx •.

O oth, 50 cents.
The Communist Manifesto. by Karl Man:

and F rederick Engels, and No Corupromi5e', by
Wilhelm L iebknec:hL D oth, 50 ce nts,

Memoirs of Karl Man., by Wilhelm Lieb­
knKhL D oth. 50 cents.

W oman and Socialism, by August HebeL

D oth, $1.50.



10

P hiJoaophieal Esuys. by J oaepb DictzCm.
Cloth, f LOC).

P osi ti...e Outcome: of P hilosophy, by J oaeph
Dieugcn. O oth, $1.00.

Feuerbach: The Roots of the SocialiJt P bil­
oaophy, by F rederick Engeta. O ot h, 50 cents.

Landmarka of Scientific Socialism, by F red ­
erick E ngels. Cloth, f LOO.

The Origin of the Family, Private Property
and the State, by Frederic k E nccl.. Clot h. 50
cents.

SociaUem. Utopian and Scientific. by Fred·
en d:: Engels. O oth, 50 cents.

The P osi tive School of CriminoloD'. by ED­
rico P erri. O oth, 50 ce nts.

Sodalwn and Mode m Science" by Enrico
Ferri. O oth, 11.00.

Ethic. and the fl. terWistic Conception of
H istory, by Karl Kautsky. O ot h, 50 cents,

The ClaM Struggle, by Karl Xautt.k,o_ Cloth,
50 cents.

Mat cnaHsti c Conception of H istory. by An.
to nio Labriola. Ooth, $1.00.

Socialism and P hilosophy. by Antonio Labr'i­
ola. O oth . 111.00.

The Evolution of Property, by Paul La­
fargue. O oth, 50 cents .

The Riehl to Be LarJ. and Other Studies, by
Paul LafarlUe. O oth, 50 cents.

Social and Pbila.ophical Studiea, by Paul
l.afarpe. Ooth, SO Cfll t S.
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IUlUChiam and SocWism,. by George P1ecb­
&noff. O oth, 50 ctnts.

Socialism, Its Growth and Outcome, by WIl­
Ham Morris and E rn est Belfort Bax. Cloth,
50 cent s.

T he limited size of th is booklet pre vents ou r
gi:"ing adequate descriptions of these boolu.
En oug h to say th at th ey art: ind ispe nsa ble for
any one who du iru to talk or write under­
standingly aD th e subject of Soc ialism.

GUSTA VUS MYE RS' HISTORY OF THE
GREAT AM E RICAN F ORTUNES.

Dur ing the pa st tw o years Charles H. Kerr
& Company have publish ed what is now rec­
ognized . s being the most important cont r ibe­
ricn thu s far made to the Ultra-ttut of Amer­
ican Socialism. Mr. Myers' th ree-volume work
, ta Ttled every class in American society. It
""a s wr itt en after long and careful research
amon g the original sources.

Mr. My er:J shows that the gr ea t Am eri can
fortunes, th os e of Rockef eller and Morgan, of
the Vanderbilts and th e Gou lds, were seeared
thr ough outright robbery, the me anes t kind
of swindli ng and unlimited cornrptio n of pub­
lic officials. The scientific and scho larly na­
ture of this work helps to ma ke it on e of the
greatest pieces of Socialist propaganda ever
produced. It is unan swerable. It convicts
Am eri can Capita lism. It is a . big gu n to be
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plac ed upon th e fir ing line of th e Movement.
No Sociali st nor other well -informed citizen
should be with out it.

Volume I treats of eco nomic condit ions in
th e colonial period of the United States an d
of th e origin of the great land fortunes,
notably the Astor and Ma rshal l Field esta tes,
Ooth, illustrated , $1.50,

Volume II begin s the sto ry of Gr eat F or­
tunes from Railroads, most of its space being
aevc ted to the Vanderbil ts and Goulds. Cloth.
iIIu~j-ated, $1.50.

Volume III cont inue s th e s tory of Railroad
Fortunes, and de als with Ru ssell Sa ge, Stephen
B. Elkins, J ames J. H ill, J. P ierpont Morgan
and other magn ates. Cloth. illu strated, $1.50.

The Life, Writin~ and Spee ch" of Eugene
V, De bs is an other work of importance of
which we need not emphasize. T hi s vol ume
includes th e cream of th e spe eches an d writ­
ings of th e most di stinguished of Am eri can
Social ist s. O oth, illustrated, $ J.OO.

\ Ve have tw o other works wh ich do not per­
m it o f eas y classi ficati on. H ow ever, we wish
to emphasize their importance,

Ancient Society, by Lewis H , M«pn.. Of
th is Amer ican cla ssic in sociology we have
sold five thousand copi es. T his work was
known and recogn ized an d th e aut hor ho no re d
by Don e o ther than f red erick E ngels. A
thorough understanding of the evolution of
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primitive man is required as a so und basis for
Soc iali s t education. The Socialist stude nt
should read Morgan'. Ancient Society be fore
he taku up Man's Capital O oth, ' UIO.

The Art of Lecturing, by Arthur M. Lnvia.
The growth of the Sociali st Movem~nt is ca ll­
ing hundr eds of our comrades to the propa­
ganda and lecture platforms. Comrade Le wis'
li ttle work on the art of l~ctl.lring has prove n
most hdpful to many who ha ve lack~d speeifie
t ra ining in public speaking. The work places
the finger of c ri ticism upon the wea k points
w hich a re common among working cla n S0­
cial ist speakers, G oth, 50 cents,

F OR THE SO CIALIST STUDENT.
America n Communities and Co-operative

Colonies, by William Alfred Hinds, Ph. B.
Second revrsron, including one-half more
matte r than any previous edition. Thirty­
three fu ll-page illu strations. G o th, 608 pages,
sr.so.

The Ancient Lowly, by C. Osborne W ard.
A hist ory of the Ancient \ Vorking People
fr om the Earlies t Known Period to the Ad op­
t ion of Christi anity by Constantine. T his
work represen ts a lifetim~ of research and
proves tha t Christianity wall originally a labor
movement, G oth, two volumes., $2..00 each.

The Amukan F armer, by A. Jd. Simon..
Ocoth. so cen ts.
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Barbarous Mexico. by JohD Ke nneth Turner.

This remarkable work was said by some ca pi­
talist Il t"'S~pefl to ha ve precipitated th e' Mu:·
iean Revolution. It is a clear &lid truthful
narratfve of condi tions in Mexico before the
overthrow of the tyrant, DiaL It is espe cially
in te rest ing to Americans, because it exposes
t he crimu perpetrated in Mexico by the great
American ca pita lists. The book wu written
a her long and careful examination of tbe fac t!
on the part of the author. Therefore it has a
permanent hist orical value. Doth. illu strated
with photographs, $L50.

The BioloD of Brithh Politic.. by Charlet
H. Haney. D oth, ~ cen ts .

Britain for the Bri tish. by Robert Blat ch­
foro. Ooth, so cents.

Capitaliat and Laborer, by Joha Spargo.
D oth. 50 cent..

The ChanginC Order, by Os car Lovell
T riggs. Ph. D. A study of De mocracy, of the
comi ng revolution, and of th e waYI in wh ich
th e futu re self-rule of th e working class may
be expect ed to react upon literature and art,
upon philosophy and religion. upo n work and
play. Cloth. $1.00.

Cla n Strugeles in America. by A. M. Simons.
. A ecadensed summary of the hi story of tbe
United S ta tes, showing the importan t part con-
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s tantly played b)" the stru ggles between rinl
economic classes. Ooth,:w> cents.

The Common Sense of Socialism, by JohD
Sparco. Q oth. SUIO.

The Ccmmunist :Manifesto in Ez1&liah and
uperant o. G oth. 50 cents.

The End of the: W or ld. by Dr. M. Wilhelm
Meyer, tran slated by ),far g-aret Wagner. A
popular Ki entific volume tellinR of eart h­
quakes and other destruct ive forces that will
some day put an end to life on tbe earth. 11.
lus trated. Q oth, 50 cents.

Ev oluti on, Social and Organk:, by Arthur
M. LewiL The firs t volume of lectures de­
liver ed at the Garrick Theate r. Chica go. T hese
lectur es show how Soc ialism is the logical
out come of evolutionary science. and trace
the gro wth of this science from ancient t imes
to the presen t. Clo th, 50 cen ts.

The Evolution of Man, by WiIhdm Bcelsche,
Strictly up-to-date, uti lizing fad, discov ered
"in c:e Danl-jn's death , yet eas y and simple
enough for an int elligent ten-year-old. Tran s­
lated by Ernest Untermann. Cleth, illustrated.
SO cents.

Ger ms of Mind in Plants. by R H. France..
An iIIa,tnted book full of interesti ng proofs
that " mind," 50 far from bein R' limited to man,
is found even in pla nts , and is everywhere
subject to physical laws that no " free will"
can ",-itb sland. Ooth. $0 cents.
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God and My Neighbor, by Robert Blatch­
ford. A critica l st udy of the Bible from the
viewpoint of evolu tion. O oth, $1.00.

Hiatory of Anglo-Ame ri can Trade. by Sid-­
ney J. Chapman. Cloth, 50 cen t s.

Industrial Problema, by N. A. Richardson.
Doth. s1.00.

Lalt D.,.. of Rusldn Colony. by Prot Isaac
Broome. O oth, 50 cent s.

Life and Death" by Dr. EoTeichmann. O oth.
50 cents.

Looking F orward, a Treat ise on th e Status
of \ Vom an and the Origin and Growth of th e
F amily and the Sta le, by Philip Rappaport.
wrn tee from the standpoint of Hi st orical
Materia1ism. Contains cha pters on The Fam­
il,.. Divorce, The Sta te, the Modern Economic
System and the probable development. of the
near futu re. Ooth" $1.00.

The Making of the World. by Dr. :r.t Wi}..
helm Mey«. Clo th, 50 cents.

The Man He Knew, by J ohn Spargo. O oth.
so cents.

M an VII., T ol&toy. Debate by Darrow and
Lewis. O oth, 50 eee ee.

Marxian Econcnnica. by E rnest U ntermaDll.
A Popular Intr od uct ion to the T hree Volmnes
of Marx's "Capital... T his book. unlike other
introductions to Mar x. is arranged in the
form of a connected story tracing the develop"
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m ee t of production from n vaguy through
barbarism. 5la very and feuda lis m into modern
capitalism. This enables th e reader better to
understand Marx 's analysis of the ca pitalism
of today. Cloth, $LOCI.

T he Passing ofCa~ by bado r L adofl'.
D oth, f>O cents.

Physical Buia of lUnd and Morals, by M­
H. Fitch. A most int ere sting and valuable
aJ'gtlmcnt sta rting from th e unh'crsa lly at ­
eepted writings of Darwin and Spencer, and
proving that "mind" is only another Icrm of
"Iife," and that morals are the necessary
product of economic conditions. -Cloth, 41'
page s., $1.00 . .

PrinciplclI of Scientific Socialism. by Cb-r1ea
H. Vail. Cloth, $1.00.

The Republic, by N. P . Andresen. O ath,
$1.00.

Revolutionary Essays. h)" Peter E. Bur­
rowes. O ath, $1.00.

Rise of the American Proletarian, by Amtin
Lnris. An industrial history of th e United
States from the poin t of view of th e wage
worker. A carerul read ing of this in te resting
book will help the reader to unde rstand the
general theory of the ma te rial istic concep­
t ion of history and ap ply it fo r himsel f. Ooth,
SLOO.

The Russian Bastile, by Simon O. P ollock.
O oth. 50 cents.
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Science &bd RevolutioD, by Ernest Unm­
mann. Ooth" SO cents,

Selection. from the Worb of Fourier, by
Julia Franklin. Fourier was the Il'T"-lest of
the Utopian Socialist s, wh o preceded tne
m odern scientific Soci alist mcvemeet, His
writings are of grea t impo rtance to those who
wi sh to underatand the history of the begin­
nings of the Socialist movement. Ctoth, M
ce nts.

Socialism for Students, by Jor.. Eo Cohen. A
clear, compTchenlih' c and scie n tific analysis of
the Marxian system, w ith suggcnions for sup­
plement ary readings. O olh, !>O eee ts,

SodaWIm, Poaitin and Nqativ~ by Robert
Rives La Monte. A volume of br illiant es­
says th at wi ll serve as a st im ulus to clear
thinkin g. The one en t itled "The r-o ihili sm of
Socialism" ma y shock the sentimental conn "
to Social ism fr om the "uppe r" classes, but it

. wi ll do him good,. an d it will delig ht the d rink­
ing wage-worker. Doth, 50 cen ts .

The Sociali lts., by JQhn Sparc Oo Clo th, 50
cents.

'Fen Blind Leaders of the Blind. by Arthur
M. Lewia. Cloth. 50 cents.

'.:\'be Theoretical System of Karl Man:. by
Louis B. Boudin. A systematic tr eatise sh ow­
i," the neces sary connection of the principles
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of H istorical Materiali sm, the O ass Struggle,
Sarplu s Value, etc, and answering Marx',
cri tics.. O oth,. sr.oc,

Thoughts of a Fool. by Evelyn Gladys.
Cloth, $1.00.

The Triumph of Lire, by Wilhelm Boel, che.
O oth. 50 eee t s,

Vital PTobtema in Social E't'ola tioa. by
Arthur ... Lewia. Clo th , sc cents.

What's So and What Ian' t, by John M.
W ork. Our, crisp, incisive an swers to the
stock objec tions t o Socialism. O oth , 50 centa.

The World's Revolutions, by Erne, t Untu.
mann. A series of historical s tudies ; that on
th e Christ ian Proletariat and Its Mission will
be of especia l inter est to th ose wh o care to
look into the economi c condit ions underlying
the rapid spread of Christiani t)· in th e fin t
cent uri es of the Chri stian era. The condud- .
ing cha pt er, on "The P roletariau W orld
Movement," is an admi rabl e statement of the
aims and ' spiri t of modern soc ialism. D oth.
50 cents.



eo SOClAUST BOOKS

REVOLUTIONARY FI CT IO N AND
CRITICISM.

God's Children. by James Allman. A sto ry
telli ng how the pal ates and slums of E ngl and
looked to a messenger from he aven, and wh at
God sa id when he re ceived the report. One
chapte r con ta ins a fine soap-box speech de­
livered on a London corn er. Cloth, 50 cents.

Goethe's Faust. by Marcus Hitch. Shows
that th e ethics of grea t poems are not for all.
t ime. hut are of necessit y closely rela ted to
th e economic s t ruct ure of the society in which
the po d lives ; this is illust rated from Goethe's
ma sterp iece. Cloth, 50 cents.

Gracia, a Social T rage-dy, by Funk E. Plum.
mer. Cloth, $1.00.

Human, All Too Human, by Friedrich
Nietzsche. Cloth, 50 cents .

Happy Hunting Grocauds, by James Hlgh­
to wer. Cloth, $1.00.

Love's Coming of Age, by Edward Carpen­
ter. O RC of th e most charming and sa tisfac­
to r}' books ever written by a socialist on the
relations of the sexes, Carpenter is scient ist
and poet in on e, o the rwise he could not have
writt en it. O oth , SLOO.

Out of the Dum p, by Mary E . Marcy. illus­
t rated with eight dr awing s by R. H . Chaplin.
A.. vivid story, intense yet br ightened w:i»'
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plenty of humor, showing the worki ng people
of Ch icago as they are, and incidentally expos-­
ing th e shams of Organized Char ity. Cloth,
so ce nts,

Perl~ the Earth, by Dr. C. W . W ool.
drige. O oth, lLOO.

Prince Hagen. by Upton Sin clair. O oth,
1 1.00.

The Rebel at Large, by May Beab . This
volume contains seventee n short stories. Jack
London says tbis bcook is " full of th e fine
spiri t of revolt." J ust th e book 10 give a
woman of th e wo rking class who does not yet
r ealize wh at th e Revolution will do for tIlco:.
O at h, 50 cents.

Rebel, of the New South, by W alter Marl on
Raymon d. The Detroit T imes calls th is an
attractiv e story in which lively romance is
artfully mingled with the doctrines of mode m
Socia lism. Cloth, 11.00.

The Recording Angel. by Edward Arnold
brenhol u. The story of a st rike. The "angd"
was an aut omatic graphop hene that took down
80me fCmarks by a capitalist whick he did not
intend for ge neral circulation. Pl enty of ac­
ti on and enough mystery to bold the reader
t ensely. O oth, $1.00.

TIle Republic of Plato. T ra nslated by Ale.­
Ulder Kerr. The firs t and greatcst of al l the
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Utop ias, subtle in thought and charmi ng in
s tyle. Many compet ent cri tics agree that
P rofessor Ker r' s ver sion is the most read­
abl e one ever published. The new reader
should rem ember, however, that P lat o's eth ics
3 TC mystical an d his ideal s quite th e re vers e
of demo cra tic. Seven books now r udy ; each.
paper, 15 cent s.

The Rose Door, by ElleIle Baker. O oth,
$1.00.

The Sale of an Appetite. by Paul Lafargue.
A modern allegory te lling of a starv ing la­
borer wh o signed a contra ct to digest a fat
capita list's food for him. It is delightful read­
ing and good propaganda. Cloth, 50 cen ts .

Socialist Sonp. Dial ogs and Recitat ions, by
J osephine R. Cole. D es igned especially for
children and young pe ople desiring to ar­
ra nge for Soc ialis t ente rt ainments ; some of the
sel ections are also suita ble for "pieces to
speak" at sc hool. Paper, 25 cents .

Stories of the Struggle, by Monia Winchcv.
sky. Doth , 50 cen ts.

Walt Whitman : T he P oet of the Wider Self­
hood , by Mila Tupper Maynard. O oth, $1.00.

When Things Were Dom&, by C. A. Steere.
Clo th. $1.00.

Under the Lash. a Socialist Play by C. F.
Quinn. Paper, 25 cents .



C USTAVUS MYERS'

History . 1the Supreme Court
" In lhil on';nal and nhausl;ft wor.... ).!r.

)J)~n .n. .... fr""" a __ ""du•.,ck .,1 1 d.,."...
-"'.. the <leI .....1 otory of Ibi. • rbblC' and
ro",uful body, 1100' 11k.. of .. I>icb u,iols _wbt~
.,1. in , toe .. 'arid. Hi lbtno Ih. ,,~ of t his
I;O<1rt ...~ bttn ..hrouclc'd in , .... Mn_ ..,~I"<y.

bul .flu yea" of :u d UOUl n-wan-b Mr. M~'"
lou at 1-.", pr ....nlrd l boo ~"I" _ .noti.-O'. And
it il • ,-ery .urpr;l;nl One. T Il<" stOf')' 0; lb.
Supn-_ ( 'OU<1. as Mr. M~tI p.......nh i. in oobtr•
...""r-of.fa.-, r.""ion. is 'dllr ' he art"., h."o""
of 11,. C'CO<>rmic d,.,.'clop mnll <> , h.. l:n ited SUOI"-N

_ T "",OM' O S,.....
" A volum e t h:lt d eaornn ca n-ful .....adin• • and

,, 'hir-h muil. p••i..." is tI,e H ist ory of t h., Supr ...., ,.
Cot, " o f the Uni t..d S t.,.... by (;"0'. ' -'" Mye n.,
..n aulbor ,.hooc . ..pu ta h<on hao b ....n pt"evl<m,ly
ulabli.hec!. •• • Th e value of Ihe hook ,..,ots
"po" the fac t Iha\ p .&<ti".lIy .n ill .harllu a , e
."hot. nlia t ed by docum e nllry prod. • • • The
volu me on th.. whole il I n . y.·oJ,e l1e, fo' the
neOl i e tudu !>tellu"" it $ho w$ Ibat in no era
.ince t he Supreme t-ou,t woo ..I~hl i,llt·<l has it
not be r n unde, the Ii .... of puhlk crilic;"n. and
il$ "",mbe~. ~hi le e5cop ;nll ;mp"~chmett. ha,-e
h<-tn u nder $usp ido" o f caot inll t he;, vot.,. on
,k e i" i"" a thot ...·r'e fno ,,"" I.. 10 fri en d. nr eo'­
r?..liona with ",-hie h frienrla arc a!fllia l",l . • • •
ronl t he k ..t ;nle. u t i" g pa" nf . he boo:' a re
Ihe cha ptera de vot«l 10 the p.,....'" chief iualice
.nd to th .. JutlKItS • ...,..nl l)' appoinl«l b)' l'.-....ide"t
To lL They. I..... a 'e lou ..... n, a. Ih I.."t " ill
di"Io..,. "-lI,,~'_ G/O~.

HMr. My.... ltu drl v..d... no olh ... aUlhor bs
don", doorn ;nto th<' bottom and bqinni"ll of
th;r.~ and hIOUl\.ltI up the hidden t ru t hs of
.....""'ipal, Hat e and 1OY"",,""nt afhj,.. Thot .bo,
Ita", tom<' up red :i ')! ...-ilh oliru anti m"" is no
fau lt tOf t he a-utbo •• --Qr~ J"" .....l.

Ealla doth. s n 4rae pqu. '2.00 r-raid.

CHARLES H. KERR &. COMPANY
n l W..t Kin,"," SL. Chkq... Ill.



The FIGHTING MAGAZINE of the working
cia.. is read by wage . Iaves a ll over the world.

450,000 Sold wI year.
Have you ever thought why you work for wagu?
The REVIEW tells you.

What would~ if rJ1 die __... would u .e tJ.. br"';"a
.nd .-"t l oa-eth".. in the Mill... Mi nea. Shop.. o r, wbereYe.. tlley wort<
by uniii.... in On. 0;, lndlUt rial Union 1

The REVIEW teIrs you.
What would ........... if all the- ....,rh... uDitecl. to Yote '- their

__ wJF_ by orpniUn. in On. &. Po/itic:ol Llnicw. l

The REV;EW tells yOU.
If you ....ant to o wn you,..,," indead of beina ...hi .ded in ...d Old

-J''''' In..d own your ':01>.
If you _ I Ia... to protect yourNlI inalead 01 the ""U. rid.­

you .....at aMltrol )'our .«•.
The REVIEW telts you how.

F'dty Tho......d readen 01 the RE VIE W a re _....kine to wo.lI.
the w.orA. ... up-let u . h..... f rom you.

One reader .rite.:-"'n...e lti.... oE the RM ftII ,. c.au _ me
to loH' ony job, but I d_'t CUe M loe>« u l.,,1 the R -'~larI)':·

Another ..,.. :-"Enc&o-d find. $1.00 for renewal to th.t .......l
o ld panl 01 the Socialiel ITKWnneI1L"

W henever the workers are on st rike the Review is
on the job. The beat writen and the finest pictures
make the Review t he greatest working cia..magazine.

IDe -it Copy 3 Months,25c $1.00 a Year

CHARLES H. KERR & COMPANY
118 W. Kinzie Street CHICAGO, IL...


