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G01 :-;(.1 to the mount
. ains, going to God'~

clean. healthy wild:..
near or far, is going home.
and therefore it seems to

tnt.: that the annual outing-

Z'"
\\I:;C pl·c'r,le l;lkc nr,\\ I

days from du,>t and cart'
and early death. I~ one of

the rno"t hopeful and sig~

~ nificant '5i;::n", of the time....
p".. " A few }ear~ ago c\ en the \\'hite

f!vI'f- Hill-. of ~cw E.nghnd e.,eemcd far
from CI\'III,3tlOo, and only the exccp

tionally hnld and 3(lvcnlurous could ever
hope to sec such my<;tcrious regions 3:. the
Rocky \fountains or the dark woods "when:

rolls the Clrcg'(Jn:" .:\OW they are near to all
who can comm:lnd a little money and timt::

and. 50 free (mm dan;,:cr l:> the Journey. less cl1ura..:-t.:
i reqUlred to go than to stay at hr,mc. The SICk and
well and abo halc chlldn:n may now travelm romfnrt
e'"en as far as icy Ala~ka, and enjo)" the nig:ht1e~s da~ ... of
that beautiful '\orthl.and, the bright "aters and I-olan(\<>.
the bl00mmg gardens on the mountain." the m<lJe<;tll
f'lreq, an I watl:rfalb. and walk \' ith keen rC'"lvin.;
health the cT):"taJ field" (If the g-larJers n hue all the
world seems ICC, \Yithout caring" for rtr noting yrJur
ht"Jdily condition you will gain in health as you go, gel
rid of doleful apathy. wasting care \, ill he swcpt a w 1.) ,

nd )OU \,111 awake to new hfe, E"I:n the hlind "hould
,..0 to Ala<;ka, and thc deaf and dumh cv<.:rybody able teo
breathe for the sake (If the Ilfc-gi, mg- air.

\\'hen the first r;t1lro",d was bUilt acro ...s the c(,ntint nt
an intcrc:.t1n~ hranch of the strcam of tuurist tr:l\t

Ib';;.ln to <;ct \\cstwarcJ. to see golden Califf1rni:l and .t!>

KIf1rlfIUS SIt>rra and Yo<;cmitc" Then lin the complel' m
of the :'\orthcrn Pacific Railroad 0\ t.:r the Ca..cadc
\fountain'> in the '>ummcr of 1887 the l.{atc was opened
wlde to the ICy northcrn n IlcJ:rnc':>:..,



The tnp tf) Ala"ka from Tacoma through Pu;,;et
•Sound and the thou:.and islands of thc Alex.ander Archl'
pdagl) is perfectly enchanting. Apart fmm sCIentific
intere"t5, no (Jther excursion that I know of may he made
into the \\lld:- of America in whir h so much fine and
grand and fi()\cl scencry is unfr!lded to yic\\. Ga/.ing
from the deck of the steamer one is hornc smoothly on
over the calm blue waters through the midst of a multi
tude of Imcly islands clothed with e\'ergreens, The

. ordinary discomforts of a ~ca \'oyage, so formidable to
some travelers, are not felt; frlr the war lies throu;;h a

,network of sheltercd inland channels that arc ab01lt as
free from the heaVing wa\-es that cause seasickness <1:

rivers arc.
Never before the ye;"lr 18i9, when I made my first trip

to Alaska, had I been alO](1 scenery so hopelessly beyond
description. It is a web of land and water thirty or forty
miles wide, and ahout a thousand miles long, out:>pread
hkc embroidery along the margin of the continent,
made up of an infinite multitude of fcatures, and all so
tine and cthereal in tone the be:.t \\ ot(b se(;m C()iLr"e ancl
un,nailing. Tracin~ the Shining- levels throu£h sound
and strait, pa;;t forests and waterfalls, between a consL,nt
succes~ion of fair awre headlands, it seems as if !>ure1r
at la"it r'm muq re:lch the best paradise of the IJ(Jcts
the Lmd of the blessed.

Some of the channels through which rou glide arc
extrt:ffielr narrow as compared with the height of the
walle; that shut tht:m in. But, howe\-u sheer tht: walls,
th(;y are everp\ here frJrestcd tf) the water's edge. And
:Llmo,:>t every individual tree may be seen as tlle) ri..,e
above one another the blue-green, sharply spired \Ien
zies sprut:e; the warm yellow-gn:cn ;\1crten ~prucc, with
finger hke top:. all prJin!mg- in rmc direr:tion, or grar(;·
fullr dr(I()ping; and the airy, feathery. IJtOwni"h·;,:,reen
Ala"ka ct:dar. Tn such reaches you seem to he tracin)..,
somc majestic fiver. The tide currents, the fresh dnft
wood brought down by avalanches, the inAowing
stre-ams. and the luxuriant over h,mging" foliage of the
shore", m-lking the Ilkenese; all the m/lre complete,

Dut the view changes with maJical rapidity. Round
ing some bossy cape the steamer turne; into a pa~S;lrie

hitherto un"ccn, nnrl glides throllrih into a \\Jde cxpan,""c
filler! \\ith ~lllalicr i..,lands sprinklctl wide apart. liT clue,
tt:rcd in ~roups such a<; only nature c:ould im-enL Some
arc so small ;md low the trees co\,ning- tllem seem bke
mere handfuls that have been C1l11ed fr'JIll the hr ret

is1:ln(l" :lnll 'ic! in the water t ) keep them fresh. the outer
•,



fnnging trees around the sides oftentimes spreading hke
fll/WCT:, leanmg out again.,t the rim of the vase. Thus
t!louohtfull}' bcautifu I aTC thc<,e blessed i'ilam]s; and lhei r
b(';\Utr is the beauty of )outh. ,. or thoug"]) the softnes..,
of their verdure mu<,t be a ...cribed to the copious and
\\ann moisture in which they arc bathed, from the mild
(JCcan-currcnl that comes from Japan, the portion of the
Japan current that b.lthcs these shores is it ...clf young-.
while the vcry cxi.,tcnce of the j ... Lmd", their main
features, finish and peculiar dj~tribution arc directly
referable to the structure of the rocks, and the actIOn of
icc upon them dunng the g-lacial periocl, now drawing to
a close.

The first stop made by the Al.lska lotcamer ... after touch·
109 at Seattle, Port TO\\n''iend, \"Ictoria and ;\anaimu.
IS ll<;u.llly at Fort \\'rdogel, the distance between the
1:1">t t\\·o places being- about Goo mi1c~. \\'rangel is a
bog;:.:-y place. hut i~ f,l\'orahly situated as .l c{'nter ffH
ex("ursions to Sflme of the most interesting portions of
the country. Indians may be seen on the platforms uf
the haH dozen stores, chieAy grim women and cubby,
,hubby children with wihl ere:.. Mo"t of them han
curio..,ities to sell \\ hen a ste:llllCr arrin:.." or IM..,ketful:-.
of berries, red, yello\\ and bluf'. which tunk \\ondrou'"
clean as compared with the people. Thl"Y are a proud
and intelligent rare, l\n"erthelcs::., and mainLlin an air of
,",elf respect th'lt no ,1!HOunt of frazzled rdg~cdn('"''and
"';/ltwlfJr can \\holly subdue. ]\fany GIlIOC., lll:IY he sun
along the "hore, all [a..,hinncd ailke, \\Ith Inn;; hC:lk-liJ...e
st<·rns and prfms. \Vhat the mustang- i:i til the \ ,I( <\llero
the cal10c i<; to the Inrban of the ALlsk.l Coa..,t. YondLT
you see:, whole family, gr.ll1flp.lrentc; dnd ;tll, In,lkiTl~.1

(ltreet (nur<,c for s()rnc i!-.laml fh e or SIX Ilu!cs aW;t\"

They art: going- to gather berries, a:. the baskets '>how
:'\1)\\ h, re in m)' tr,l\leI,.; llorth {II' ~(llllh have J {'n~'r <'('cn
SII many bcrries. The wonrl" ;)IHI mcadlj\\'; ;Irc full tol
them hur klebcrric::; of lOnny species, salmrmtJcrric....
r,l,pherTics. hbckhtrries, currants and gooseJ.lerrics. \\ ith
"(1',1\\ hrrriC'!> and sen Hehcrrics in the dril r gwunds, n:1cl
f r,lnbcrries in the hog .... ..,tlrfi~icnt [fJr {'\ cry \\'onn, hinl,
he:l .. t ,!n(l IlllJndll hemg- in the territory. and thousands
of tOllS to ~pare. The IndIans beat them into pulp. pre~..,

the pulp into ("akes ,Ihollt an inch thick, anc! dry thl'lll f(Ir
\\llllcr lise \\ith their nily sallllfm.

[he co;t;;;t climate i<; rt'rnark~thly bland ;lOtI templ·r,lle.
It is r:llny, huwever. bnl the r:lin is mild in tcmperaturt'.
gcntlc lJ1 it<; LIll, filling- tlw fnllntams (·f the !'-tr{'lms and
kf"('plntr the \\ hq!c 1.111(1 fn:·..,h and f,·rtlle. \\'hi1L' <tTlY,

---

1
I
I

I

•

,

I



)

I

I

I

thing Int)TC delightful than the shlnioti weather a(t~r the
rain-lhcgreat round sun-day" of June, July and .\ugu,,(
-can hardly be found ebc\\ here. Strange as II may
appear, mallY who aTe looking to Italy fnr health had
better turn their eyes to Alaska. An Ala~ka mid:.um
mcr day h a d,ty \\ ithuut night. In the extreme n(lrthern
portion of the territory the sun lioes not sct for weeks,
and e,'en as far south as Sitka and \\'ran;.:-cl the rosy
colors of evenin:; blend with thos(: of the morning, leav
Ing no darkness between. ~e\'crthclcss the full day
open,; <..lowly. A low :Lrc of colored light steals round to
the northeast\vard \\ ith gradual increase of height and
span, the red clouds with yellow dissolving edges ...ub"ide
IIlla haz)' dimness, the i51ands \\-jth ruffs of mist about
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them cast ill-defined shadow:., and the whole firmament
changes to pale pearl-gray.

As the day advances toward high noon, the sun Aooel
pouring through the damp atmosphere liJ;hts the W<ltcr~

and sky to glowing silver. Brightly now play the ripples
about the e{lgl"s of the je.,Lmds, and o\'er plume-shaped
e.,treak-; ht'tween them where the waler is stlrn.:d by !"omc
p,l..,sin<; hn.:cze. On the IllrJUntains of the Ill.lin-land andI in the high-walled fiords and {'ailal1:; still hri;,.rhter i ... the
work of the sun..,hine. The hroad \\-hitc bosom ... of the

, g"lacicrs glnw like molten silver, and their crystal fronts
ilod multitude of iceuergs arc kmdled to a blaze of
lrhcd hght. ,



You are warmed and a\\akened into s)"mpathy \\Ith
all the world. Through the midst of the !.ITo/oem"
silence the life and motiLIl about you comes t ' mind
the weaTlle~s tides !>\\;t\lng- the dubL o\-er tht 'I :u.ds of
miles of '-'ea-meadows. the foamin,., r,\·cr.., the "\\ 'ft
Ro(><.l,. of lig-ht through the '-'atiny sb, the m:lr\"Clou~

abundance of fishe'-', the wild sheep and .~oats ,n a thltu
sand grassy Tldge... ;tbo\-e the forc"t .. , b<:ar... ft'a ... t:n ...; in
the berrr taog-Ies, thc bea\·cr and mink and ottt r far
bark on man} a rllshing- stream, Indians and ad\-en
turers pursuing their lonely ways, the lea\cs of the
forest feasting on the sunbeams, ;lnd the g"larit.:rs in
glorious array fashioning the mountains, C'\.tending the
domam of the sea, tracing \'alleys for ri\·ers to flo\\ m.
and grinding the rocks to soil for ferule field ... fnt tht:
u..e of life to come.

Through the afternoon the day grows 10 beaut}. Tht
air ..eems to thie-ken without lo..,m~ Its finene!'o"', and
C\l'ry thmg settles into deeper npn"'(. Then come" the
:.un:.l·t with it ... purpk and gold, bkndmg earth and "'ky.

e\en-thing in the landscape in one in.:.eparab1c "'rt:IH'

of enchantment.
The hulk of the \\oods is made up of two specie ... of

spruce and a c~ pre~'-'. The most \':\luablc of these as to

tllnbcr i.s the yellQ\\ cedar. or cypres'-'; a fine trec, TOO to
150 feet high. The wood is pale yellow, durable, and
delig-htfully fragrant. The ;\1emic... spruce, or "Sitka
pine ,. is larr::cr and Llr more abund:\nt than the fir"t.
Pl'rhap.. half of the fore.,t trees of Sr,uthc:l!'otcrn AI.l",ka
15 of this specie.... The graceful ::\Ierten spruf""e or he:n
I< k i., abo very ahulld,lOt. Ala<;ka h:l~ but ft \\. pml~.
The h.ord \\oods arc hirch. maplt:, .llder and '\lId apph
fl.rmin!-, .1!togethlT a se-arccly appreciahle portIllO (If Ih\
fnre ..l5. In tIll: reglfJn dr'lined by the Yukon the pnn('J
]HI tree is the \\ lute "'prucC'. 1 sa\\ It g"TOwin;... hr."!.\"(' \
on the banke; (Jf ri\'er!> that flow into Kotzebue Sound,
forming there the extreme edge of lhe Arctic fore ... ts,

The anderbru<;h ic; mo"tly hucklL·helT\·, dogwood, \\ II
10\\, alder. salmonlJcrry \·ine", <\r1l1 a ~tran~('-IOt king
\\,j"dy plant, about Sl)" or eight fLU hi;...h, \dth limber,
P'fk -like SU.. Ol--. ,mil head .. of broad k,I\"("S like the
(r< \\n<; of palm. R(Jth the stun<; and lea\ e,.. .Ire .,rl1lt;d
\\lth h.,rbcd spines. Tbi" is the £ hilt, P'11ItlX }, rrida,
ord \il'" club, and it\\ell de:-enes h(,thitsnamc'-'. It
is u~("d hy the IndLlns as an in ... tr:lIl11 nt of t'rturc.

pe( i,t1h- in thl' \\<lrk (If COTTcctlO.; wit, he~.

The g-round 1'" r )\t.:red \\ lil a thit k ft It of mo..c;,es,
about a" cle.'!n and hl'autiful .1'" the "ky, 00 thl'" \ 'lIow,
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carpet no Ju:.t ever settles, and in walking 0\ er it you
make no mark or sound. It clothes the raw earth, logs,
Tork;; and ire, warmly and kindly, stretching untorn to
the shorc~ of the Arctic Ocean.

The whole country is shllling- with perennial stream".
but none of them, from the Illig-ht) Yukon, 2,CXXl miles
long. to the <;horte5t torrent ru"hing from the coast
glaciers, has been fully ",-ploTed. The Stikecn. one of
the best kno\\ n TinTS of the territory, is about 350 mile-
long, and draws its sources from the northern pan of the
broad Rocky :\1ountain Plateau, in compall\, with some
of the afrlucnts of the M.lckenzie and Yukon. It flow"
first in a westerly direction, then cun'ing south\\ aTd
enters the Coast Range, and sweeps across it in a caflon
that is about a hundred miles long, and, like Yosemite I
\'alley, from end to end. To the appreciative tourist
sailing up the ri\-er the eaflOn is a g:l1lery cro\\ded with
sublime :1I1c! beautiful pictures, an unbroken series of
icc-capped mountains, cliffs, waterfalls, lo\'ely gardens,
groYcs, meadows, etc.; while the glaciers pushing for
ward through tlle trees \ astIr enhance its wildness and
glory.

While the Cassiar gold mines were being developed
\\ mngel was the most important town in the territon,
but Juneau is now the chief mining center. Nearly all
the gold of Alaska is still in the ground. Probably not
one of a thousand of its yeins aBd placers has been yet
touched. The color of gold may be found in almost
eyery stream, and haniy prospenors are seeking their
fortunes in c\'Cry direction.

From \\'rangel the steamer goes up the coast to the
Takll Glacier and Juneau. After passing through the
picturesque \\'rangel Narrows you may notice a fe\\
icebergs, tile fir<.,t to he s('{'n OIL the trip. They come
from a large glacier at the head of a \\ ild fiord near the
mouth of the Stiket'n. \\'Iwn 1 explored it cleven year'
ag-o 1 foum} difficulty in forcing a way up the front
throu~h ten or twelve miles of icebergs. :\1y lndian~

told me they called this Ilord "Bulli," or Thunder Bit}.

{rom the IHl]<:;e made hy the dlscharg"e of the icc. Thi ....
;1<; far as I know, is the southmost of the great glacier"
of the fir..;t cla",; that flow into tide w;'ller.

Gliding nnrth\\:J.rd your attention will be turned 10 the
mountains of the Coa"t Range, HO\\" for the fir,,1 ltnH'
near and in full view. The iry cafions open Iwfore ~()1I

.IS yOll paso;. in rcgu1<1r order shO\\ 109 their \\ealth. '\0\\

a bold he:tdl:tnc1 \\lil hold the eye, or somr 1l1ount:l.in of
sllrpassmg- heauty of sculpture. or one of the I:Jrger,



s;-I..lClcr:. :.ct,;n dlrectl) In front, It:. giganuc arm:; and fin
""cr.. d,t,.ptng an cntlre grlJlip uf pcak~, and its broad
\\ ltc trunk "'WCI ping d(mn through the \\(Jfld:., its
I n~t.ll c'urrcr,[ t'reakmg hlrr and there in ",haltered

,1- de .., \\ ith azure light in the erc\·asscs, making you
cI pic r,,; )our inabilit\, to ..top :lnd enJoy it all in cordial
fle.tmt ~

The Taku Inh t T:',nt;lln-. mam :.,Iaci<.:r-., ,me of \\hich
belr n:::" tn the l1r-.t-da~"', It makC'~ a grand dl ....play of
lbelf :t-. il C 'll1C~ do\\ n [Will It .... loft\ ffluntain .. mt( the

hl,;ad of the fiord and !-l,;nds oft It ... herg~. To "'Cl thi3
(lne glacier i<; ~cll \\ol'th a trip to Ala,.,ka. At thl' tlllle
of Ill) first \ j ... il, while I ",It III my \ an<l( among the ire.
<:,\"u hm;... amI \\atcllln:,. the lmth (Jl till' bel"!:" a, thq
plun cd fr()lr1 thl' gl, ,n<'ll' (t\ ..,t,11 \\ ,til. t,\'O Illdl.ln'-,
f ,thlr and '-',n, I am.: plddltn_' ;llr'lI~ ..idc, ,md \\Itll a
<.;()()j n:l.Iurcd "Sa~.h.l\d inlju:rld \\ho \\(' \\ rl.' and
\\hat \\ \\l'r, l,)okin_ fill' ilL "'lIeh a phlT, h", ,\'hile
til'") in ttlrn , t. :nfnrl1l;l!lnn 11)(,ut the Tl\lr, thl iT
\ til g(' :l.Od the 'a,i('T~ lip 11. III j~n T,kll CanOlI. Thn'
\\ r huntm_" I", :tml 1 th('\ sh,·t aW1\ crou, hm'. III



their tiny :.hdl of a canoe with barbed ~pc.u In place
among the great. blue, overhanging bergs, they formed
a picture of Arctic wIldness as telling as may be found
amid the drifts and floes of Greenland.

After ka,.. mg Juneau, \\here, it is claimed, }ou may
see" the hrgest quartz mill in the world," the steamer \
pas:;es between Douglas and Admiralty bland.; into
Lynn Canal, the mo~t ::>ubhmely beautiful and spacious
of all the mountam walled ch,lOnels you have yet "een.
The Auk and Eagle Glaciers are displaved on the ri,.,'ht
as you enter the canal. coming with grand effect from
their far-reaching fountains and down through the
fore;:ts. But it is on the wcst side of the canal ncar the
head that the rno... t stnking feature of the land"capc is
seen the David ..on Glacier. It fir ...,t appears a,; an im
mense ridge of icc thrust forward into the channel, hut
when you have gained a po:.itlOn directl) in front it is
shown as a broad flood issuing from a noble granite
gateway. and ~prcadmg out to nght and left in a beauti-
ful fan-shaped ma",;, three or four miles in width, the
front of which is separated from the water by its ter-
minal moraine. This is one of the mO:.t notable of the
large glacier:. that are in the first stage of decadence,
reaching nearly to tide ~ater, but falling to enter it and
send off icebergs. Excepting the Taku, all the great
glaciers you have yet seen belong to this class.

Shortly after pa,,:.mg the Da",id~on the northmo."t
point of the tnp 1:. reachet.l. and at the C<lnnIng e:.tab
lishments ncar the mouth of the Chi1cat River "au ma",. .
learn something about salmon. \Vhatever may be said
of other re"ources of the terntory-tlmber, furs. miner
als, etc. it is hardly possible to exaggerate the impor
tance of the tisherie:.. Besides cod, herring, halibut and
other fishes that !'>warm over immense areas, there are
probably more than a thousand salmon streams in
Alaska, in some of \....hich at certain seasons there is
more fish than water. Once r saw one of my men wade
into the midst of a crowded run and amuse himself by
pickmg up the salmon and throwing- them over his head.
On rocky ~hallo'\s thou"ands could thus he taken hy
hand in an hour or two.

The stcamf'r now goes down the canal, fhroug-h Icy
Strait, and IOta the wonderful GlaCier Bay. All the
vo}age thus far from \Vrangel has been icy, and you
ha\ e seen hundreds of glaciers great and small. But
thi,; bay and the region about it and beyond it to'ovard:.
:\lount 51. Elias is pre-eminently the iceland of Alaska
and the entIre P",cific Coast.

'0



Giant mg {c,r a ffi(,ment at the re"ults of a J;:cncral
t:xpk'ratJon we nlld that there are between c:;ixty and
<;e\'ent~ "mall residual ~dal Jer" in the Calif.,rma Sierra.
Tllr )u~h Oregon .:md \\'a~hmgt 10, s:;:lacif;"r~, some of

\

--. -~

th m of conqderablt: ize, ~tlll cxic.t on the hl,£:hesl \01.
,1111(' conf'~ of the Ca c.lllc'1ountalns the Three SJ<'lt:r..,

\If/unts ]effcr em, H'fJ(I, St. Ht.:!tns, Adams, "raccnna,

"
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Baker, and other:.., though none of them arproach tIll:
sea. Through Brttish ColumLia and Southeastern
.·\Ia~ka the hroad. sustained cham of moun tams l:xtend·
iog al<mg' the eoa"t is generally glacier·bcaring-. The
upper branches of nearly c\'cry canon are occupIed IJ}'

glacier", which gradually im:rea5c in size to the north
""aTd until the lofty region between Glacier Bay and
~lount S1. Elias is reached. In Pnnce \\-ilh.lrn Sound
and Cor,k'", Inlet many g-ralld gl.tder" art; fouml, but
farther to the wc!>tward, along- the AI<l<.ka Peninsula and
the chain of the Aleutian Islands, though a considerahle
number of glaciers occur on the highest peaks. they arc
qUIte small and melt far 3hove sea-le\el, \\ hile to thl.:
north of latitude (j2°. few, if anv, remain in existenrc,,
the ground being comparatively low, and the snowfall
light.

The largest of the glaciers that discharge into Glacier
Bay i~ tlle ~Iuir, and bem,;; abo the Ill/Jst accessihle is
the one to ,... hich touri~ts are taken and allowed to go
ash0TC and climb about its icc cllITs and watch the hug-e
hlue bergs as with tremendous thundcring roar and
<;.urgc they emerge and plunge from the maJe<;tie vertical
lee-wall in which the glacier terminates.

The front of the glacier is about three miles \\Iue, but
the eentrallJerg-producing portion, that stretches at ro:>:.
from side to ~irlc of the inlet like a huge jag;.;ed harrier.
b only about half as wide. The height of the icc-wall
ahove the water is from 250 to JOO fcet, but ::.oundings
made by Captain Carroll show that about 7Z0 feet of the
wall is bc10w the ~urface, \\ hile still a third portion b
buried beneath mQrainc matl:nal. Tlll.:rdMe, \\\.:t(; thc
watcr and TrIcky detritus cleared away. a <;hcer wall of
blu~ icc would be presented a mile and a half long and
murt: than a thousand feet high.

The number of bugs gi\'en off varie::. somewhat witll
the talcs and weather. For twelve consccutlve hour;.. I
,Hunter! the numher di"chdrgcd that were brgc enough
to he heard like thunder at a distance of <l. mile vr t\~o.

and foulld the r<ite to he one in fi\ e (Jr ~ix mmute".
\Vh<:n one of the (ssured masses falls there is first a
heavy, plungmg crash, then .l deep, (lehbcrate, long
drawn-out thundering roar, followed by cla..,hing, gr<ltmg
soulll.b from the agJt<lted hergs set in mot inn hy the I1C\\
artlval, and the swash of waves along the beach. All
the very large hergs rise from the hottom With a ~llll

g"randf'r commoti(ln. heaving ,tloft in the air nearly tv
the top of the wall, with tons of \~ atcr pouring- tlown their
sldcs. heaving and plunging' again and again erc the\

"



!>l:tt1c and :-al1 0.1\\ ay 'IS blul,; (r) .,tal island~; fn:c ..ilia t
aftt:r hUllri held ngid a~ p.Lrl (Jf the ~;O\\ -trawling
,;ldCIU h,r centuries. ,\nd ~trange it set:ms th;1t icc
formed from ~now on the IOnunt,lins t\\0 and thn:c hun
tlnd }\:;Irs ago, !>IUJuld after all its toil and tra\ I In

, nndine:- dfJ\\n an,l fa I (jllln,.:- tllC face (,of the landst::apc
tlll rUI ain!>o lou.:'y in ol'.r ,I d ~ I )Jur ,
The r. te I,f mf,ti,·n ()f tile btl ICf .l~ determined last

ummer hy Prof. Reid i", nCar tllc fnJr.', aL<Jut from ti'-e
tf) tc n fcc l pt.r day. '1 hi!> (Joe glaC"it:r is made up nf
alxJut 200 tnbutary glacu.:r-, \\ hich dr.lin an area eJf

dlJ(Jut a thou::.and square mile", and contains 10' re icc
than all LIe l:knn hundred gl.lcicr~ ()f the Alp::. cr,m
bined. ·1 he di..lance from the front back to thc head of
the farth\:~t tnbutarv i-; about firtv miles, and the width. -
of the trunk lx-low thc conflw.:ncc of the main trihutarles
i~ t\\cnty milc~ (Jr mure:,

I made my fir~t "iSll to Glaci\..:r Iby toward the end lof
Octo};l..:T, I87? \Vimu \\ealhtr had set in; young ict:
wa", funning in the ~heltcn:d mh.:h, and the mountain
had rc('cl\"(:d a fre",h cI,vcnn;.:- (If sn'Jw. It \1 as the
uncxpl(,r. d au<l unknown c).ccptt1Ilndi.ln.", Vancouver,
who c.: In'fully sun eyed the coac:;t ne lrl)" a hundred )'-<trs
agh, wis- (:0 it alto;;ether, on <:\cchunt, I suppose. nf had
\\cath<:r and a jamb of ice a<.:rCl ,; i13 mouth.

I h d spo m the blSt Pdrt of the season explorill~ the
cant.n of tht: Stihcn RIH:r, and a little lif thc inur Ir
regll n on the di\Hle of s( me of the ~ utherly trilmwr es
of the Yuk(·n and :\tackenzic, It was gcttin..; r.lth r late
for IlCW undertaking!> whell I rcturn<:d to \\-raw'1:I, hut
cat:t.:rnc ,; to ~ee some ()f tile glaciers to the nnrthwaro,
h0\\{;"cr lInpufectly, dro\ e me on. A~si~te:d by f\lr.
Young. the enthu~iastic Ald"ka llIi."sil,nary. I ~uccccd(;t1

in prf .. uring a canoe and a crew of four Indi.JIl~

r"yettc, Kadcchan, Stikccn John, and Sitka Charle)·
.\[r. Young, who was anxious 10 karn ~om(:thin;; (,f the
numlJl'rs and condition of the lncli:lIl trilJCs th.tt might be
sccn on thc w:ty. agreed to go with me. Ila",uly gathcr
ml-:" lhe necessary supplies, we set fr.rth Octc,bcr I.lt11.
\\'hde we werc on the wc ... t shore of Admiralty Island,
IOtl'nding to make a cl.rel t cour~c up Lyon CUi ll, we
learn\..:o that the Chill at Indians wcre dnnking illl(l

fighting-, and thal it \\(Juld be unsafe to}.;o :Imrlllri" tl)('m
bd',rc their qu:trreb wue ""ettlt'(!. Tdcclck'l, then f Irc,
lO tllrn wc~tw.lrd throUGh Icy Stnit anel g-o in SC'3f(h (If
Sitka Charley's \\ondcrful .. icc llHJuntains." Clnrh:y,
who wa!> the }olln;;c:>t of my Crew, h,H"lIlg- n( tlced Ill}

"



ll1tLn:"t in gl:J.clcrs, told me that when he was a boy he
h,lt} gone with hi~ fath<.:r to hunt seals in a large bay full
of ire, and that he thought hc could find it.

Un the 2-1.tl1 as \\-e approached an bland in the middle
of Icy Strait, Charlie said th:J.t we IllU.,t procure a supply
of w(!(!d t!lere to carry with m:, becau ,e bc\·ond this the
COllntry wa~ hare of trees. I1itherto \\c had picked our
\\ay by Yancouver's chart, hut now it failt:d us. Guidea
by Ckulie, who alone knew anything of the region,
we arri\cd hte in \\hal is llOW called" Dart lett Day,"
llt:ar the mouth of Glacier B,ly, \\ here wc made a
cold camp III rain and snow and darkncss. ,\t daylight
011 the 2.;th we nr!ticed a smokc, where we found
a party of HO(Jnah scal-huntus huddled together in
a "lll;dl hark hut. Ilere Sitka Charlie c.eemed lo~t.

lie (kclared the place had changed ~o much he hardly

TAKV (,lAC'EIl.

recognized it, but I succe<.:ded in hiring one o( the hunt
us to go on with uS up the main GlaCier nay, or .. Slta
da-k<1," as the Indians called it. The weather \\,IS

"tonny, cold rain fell fast, and low, dull clouds munIed
the IlH,untain", making' the strange, treek~s land :1\1 the
lIIilre dn.::lry anll ffJrhicldlllg. About noon we pa""cd the
lIr~t o[ the low-de"cending glaciers on the \\('!'ot side, and
ffJund a landing-place a few miles beyond it. \\ hill.'
l<1mp\\as bt;ing made I ~trolled along the shore, eab('rl~

cxaminin~ the fll~"'ll \\{J(J(! \rith whi( hit \\as strewll, ;111(1
w;ttrhmg for glimpses of the glacil'r~ beneath the watery
clouds. Nt:xt day the st"nn continucd, :l wild south
('a... ter \\as hrmlillg onr the icy \\-ildcrncsc;, and cvery
hody w;<.hcd to rCI1\.tin in (,unp. Thcrdore I set Ollt

alonc to <.,cc what I ml.!.~ht learil. I'u:>hing on throllg"h
lIIlId and sludgy snow I gained at lenglh a commandm;..;

"
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outlook. on :1. bald pJOillunton, abuut 1,500 feet hi).'h .
..-\11 the landscape was smothered in bu"y clouds. and
1 began to fear that I Ildd clllllbcd ill v<.un, when at b~t

the clouds lifted a little, and the icc·filkd cxpan~c of the
bay, and the kct of the mountains that stand about it,
and the impo!>ing froms of fi,-e of the great glaciers, were
cIJ ... played. This \\35 my fir,,! general view of Glarier
Ba,- a ~:un solitude of ire and snow and raw, newborn
rocks, dim, dreary, my~tcnOlls.

I held my hi~h ground, gained at such cu~t, for 10

hour or t\\O, sheltering myself as bc~t I could from the
bla~t. \,111le with he numbed finger.::> [ skLtchl'd \\h;,1 I
could sec of the stormy landscape, and ,\ Tote a few line,.,
in my notebooh.. Then I beat my 'lay hack to ramp
OH:r the sno\,·<;mothered ridgc5, and bowlder piles and
mud \)t.ds, arriving about dark.

\Ir. Young told me that the Indians \\Cre discouraged
and would like to tllrn back. They feared that I had
fallen, or would fall, or in some W<lY the c"'peditlOn
would come to brief in case I pcr:iisted in goin;; farther.
I hey had bl'<.:n a~hjn:; hin"\. what po""iblc llwtl\'e I coultl
ha\e in climbing ITIIJt1l1tains in such miscnble w("lther;
;lnd when he replied tl1.1t I was seeking" knowledge,
'(oyette Icmarked that Mllir must be a \\itch to seck
knowlcdbt: in such a place.

After coffee and hard-tack, \\lnk \\e crouched in the
r:lIn around a dull fire of fOSSil \\ood, the Indians <I h:l.in
t,liked dolefully, in tones tlut accorded well \\jth the
growling torrents about us and the \\md among the
rocks and berg~; telling sad sturil ~ of rrU'ihcd canoes,
hunters lost in sno\\ storms, ctc. Toyctte s,tid that Ill.'
"'ecmed to be ...ailing his canoe into it .. skookuIn house
Ipil) from w hi<.:h there \\ as no e~cap(', \\ hile the IIoon:1h
guide s;lid blunlly that jf J \\,IS going ncar the no..,cs 01
the jC'C moulltains he \\oulJ Jl(,t J;') \\ lth JIlL', for \\l' \\ rHld
all be lost by berbs ri..,ing- from thc bottom, as m,tn) of
his tnbe had IJcen. They seemed to be sinklllg deeper
11110 di-.mal dumps \yith l'\ tor> l\{!\\ I of the !',torl1l, "hen I
reminded thl'lIl th,lt stonns did not LI-.t fnrC'yer; Ihe
:,un would shine a"ain; that with me thL') 11l:t.:tl fe,lr
nOlhmg", becam·c good-luck follo\\ed mc alwa~<;, tlwu,:.;h
(r,r many >c<1rs I had \\andcn'c1 in hi;,;:h<.:r mOtllltall1S
than the:-e, and in LIT wild<:r !>torm:.. That 11c:'I\cn
cart.::d for IlS and guided us all llHJre t!J:ln \\l' tlle\\, ctc.
This hnlall speech did g"o(Jel. \\'ith s,miling r('a~-'ur. nce
Ka(kchan ~:tid that he hk..:d to tl.wel \\ lth fearle",,,
PlOple; and dignified To\cul' declared he \\ oulcI \entlll C \
011, for my "\\'1 \\,1 W,iS debit" (my Ldk ":1-> \t'fy gUl'<!1.
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\\'e urged our way agatn::>l Ice and \\cathu to the
extreme hcad of the bar, and around it; going up one
side and down the other; and "ucceeded in reaching all
the main glaciers excepting those at the head of frozen
inlets.

;"ext to the ?o.IUJr, the large!>t of the glacIers enter::. the
b,l)' at its extremc IlrJrthwestern extenSlQn. Its hroad,
m,ijestic current, fed by unnumbered tributaries, is
ul\ideu at thc front by an island, and from ib long, blue
wall the iceberg:; pluno-t: and roar m one eternal :;tonll
"oundmg on day and nlght, winter and summer, and
from century to century. Fi\e or six glaciers of the
or!>t class dl:;charge into the bay, the number varying as
the se\·cral outlets of the ICC fields art: regarded as dis.
tinct glaciers, or one. Ahout an cqual numbu of the
seconu cla"" de"ccntl \\Ith broad imposing currents to
the le\'cl of the bay without entering it to dischuge
bergs; while the tributaries of these and the smaller
glaciers are innumerable.

The clouds cleared away on the mormng of thc :;7th,
and we had glorious \ iews of the ice·ri\-ers pouring
do\\n from theIr spaCIOus fountains on either hano, and
of the grand assemhlage of IllountalllS immaculate 111

their robes of ne\\ sno\\, allll bathed ,md transl1t;'ureJ. III
the Illo..,l impressiYeh lovely sllnri~e light I e\er beheld.
l\lcmorable, too, \\ as the starry spltndor of a ni;;ht spent
on the east side of the bay, in front of two large g:lacjcr~

north of the }.ruir. Venus seemed half as big as the
moon, \\ hile the berg·co\·ercd bay, glo\\ 1Ilg" and ~park

ling with responsive light, scemed another ~ky of equal
glory. Shortly after thrce o'clock in the morning I
climbed the dividing ridge hetween the two glacicr~.

2,000 feet abovc camp, for the sake of the night \ ie\, s;
and how great wa" the cnJo) mlnt III the soh-IOn ...lIenee
bel\\ ecn tho~e two r;ldi:mt "kics no words ilia) tdl.

That morning \\ ~ had to bre;lk a way for the C,lIlOe

thn ugh a sheet of ice half ;t llllll' \\ ide, which had
fnrm~d during the nig-ht. The \, eathL:r holdinh clear
\\e obtaint..:d tdling vi<.ws of the \a<.,t c,-p.ln"e of the
\Inir GlaCIer and made many sketchcs. Thlll,fe,nill':;
th,lt we might be frozen in for the "lIlter, we hurried

•
;l\\,I1' had, through Icy Strait into Lynn Can'll. \\'e
then dsitcd Davidsoll Glarier and the Indian village
.It the mouth of the Chi!cat 1\.1\ cr. whelc \\C Oht:lilH:d
\'icw" of three other low-de,.;ccndin~glaciers of the ~alllc

rank as the Da"id::>on. Thence, t\lrnin" ~()uth. homc
\\:Ird bound, we p:1.<;<;cd the All\.. ,md l.~~'i'e Claner:-. ancI..



battled awhile with the bergs of Sum Dum, narrowly
e!ocaping being frozen among them. Korth of Cape
Fansha\\ we were stormbuund nearly a \\cck en we
could \ i~it the g"reat glacier ncar the mouth of the
'1tikeen. NfJ\'ember 20th WL reached Wrangel, ami our
Ice lcsc;ons fur the ~eason were done.

;\u.t year in Aug-u!ot I agalO !oct out from \\"rangtJ in
a canoe and made more careful examinatIon of the
glaciers in GlaCIer Bay, and of many new ones that I
<ll ... co\"ercd during the sea~on, the mo~t notnvorthy
being tho:,e of Sum Dum and the Immense g-b,' r d
thc head of Ta\lor Bay to the wcst of Glacier Bay, m
crossing which I cncountucd some c,citing adventure'.

Ai',ain la~t summer I spent two monthc; in
Glacier Bav. mo"tly on the l\Juir Glaciergctt llt:
acquainted with lts hight'f fOllotams, stcd)ino

the foc;sil forests about It and the rich and lonly
flora of the lower rjdge~, etc. Fain \\ould I
describe the glones of those months m the irc
world the beautiful and terrible net\\"ork of
crc\"as,;(':", the c]u,;tcring- pinnacles, the thou,- 'lld
strralllS rm.;mg <lnd gurgling III azure challl.tho
cut III the livmg body of the glacier, the g!fJTL u...
radiance of the sunbeams falling on cr)~tdl hili
and dale. the rosy blow of the dawn and :-Ull~et.

the march of the clouds 00 the mountain", and
the m\,.,tcrious splelldor of the Auroras 1\hCll
the nights grow long. etc., etc., etc. But thl"
would require a \'olumc, while here r havl' only
the space to add Go to Ala"ka, !-'"O and f:\ c.
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