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would have wrested what is now the Province of British Columbia
from the British Crown.!

Though the treaty of boundaries was concluded in 1846, a final
adjustment between the United States and the Hudson’s Bay Co.
was not reached until September 10, 1869. During that score
of years the stations were held by representatives of the Hudson’s
Bay Co., but the posts dwindled away in power and importance.
At the last many of them became the homesteads of the British care-
takers, who became American citizens to acquire title. The present
writer has visited Nisqually, once the chief settlement of white men
on Puget Sound, and on the homestead of Edward Huggins, the last
Hudson’s Bay clerk at the fort, found many ruins and relics of the
old days. Likewise a visit to Colville, the old capital of the upper
Columbia trade, disclosed the fact that the McDonald family main-
tained there a farm, using the old blockhouse fort for a henhouse.

The American settlers built for themselves fresh new towns, the
nuclei being usually a sawmill, a water power, a mine, or a convenient
crossroads in the farming districts. Many of the pioneers had to
build forts and stockades to protect their homes from Indians, but
the dramatic life of the fur trade had vanished before the dawn of
the real era of town building in old Oregon.

1 James White, ¢ British Diplomacy and Canada,” in University Magazine, VII (October,
1908), 398—414.



2. MORTON MATTHEW McCARVER, FRONTIER CITY BUILDER.

By EpMoND S. MEANY.

The westward movement in American history is well exemplified
in the life of Morton Matthew McCarver, whose career deserves more
attention than it has hitherto received. He was one of those keen,
brave, mentally alert Kentuckians, whose deeds have enlivened and
enriched so many pages of western annals.

His parents, Joseph McCarver and Betsey Morton McCarver,
moved, in 1799, from the woods of southwestern North Carolina into
the wilderness of Kentucky and settled in Madison County near the
new town of Lexington. There on January 14, 1807, was born to
them the son who received the name of Morton Matthew. The
mother was a leader in the sect of Shakers, and as such maintained
a rule of the home that became irksome to the restless boy who
eagerly fed upon stories of the rivers and a farther west. At the
age of 14 the lad left his home, and by that act became “dead” to
his strict Shaker mother, who ever after refused to see him again.
Like Lincoln, who was born in the same region two vears later than
he, this boy received his introduction to the great outside world by
a flatboat trip down the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. For a few
years in Louisiana and Texas he acquired many rough experiences,
the bitter lesson most thoroughly learned being that a poor white
boy had small chance for advancement in that region at that time.

He returned to Kentucky, obtained employment and proceeded
vigorously with his self-education. In 1829 he moved into the newer
State of Illinois, and on May 6, 1830, married Mary Ann Jennings,
of Monmouth. He moved about from place to place, worked and
traded, accumulating experience and property. He desired to cross
the Mississippi River and secure a foothold in the wild Indian lands
of the western banks. He picked out a place on which to build a
new town. The Black Hawk War broke out and young McCarver

fought with the Ilhnois troops. He was present when Black Hawk’s
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beaten tribe signed the treaty with Gen. Winfield Scott, by which
the Indians gave up the lands that later became eastern Iowa.

The site that he wanted for a town was a rocky bluff which the
Indians called Shokoquon and which the white men called Flint
Hill. There were then associated with McCarver two kinsmen,
Simpson S. White, who had married Mrs. McCarver’s sister, and
Amzi Doolittle, who had married Mr. White’s sister. When the
treaty was signed in 1832 these three men were the first to cross the
river and take possession of that coveted hill. But the treaty had
stipulated that the lands should not be opened to settlement until
June 1, 1833. Soldiers came and drove the town builders away.
They returned to the claim, and again the soldiers drove them off and
burned their cabins. When the legal date arrived the three deter-
mined men crossed the river at daybreak, and this time they were
not disturbed. They were joined by a Vermonter named John B.
Gray, who urged the case so strongly that the town builders con-
sented to call the new place Burlington, though for several years
the local name of Flint Hill persisted, and, in fact, the post office was
so called at first. A flat-bottomed ferryboat propelled by oars was
maintained by McCarver and associates to give Burlington its first
transportation facilities.

In September, 1834, McCarver, in the presence of citizens and sol-
diers at Montrose, read a proclamation by Gov. Stevens T. Mason,
of Michigan Territory, declaring that the laws of the United States
and of Michigan had been extended over thecountry in the “ Black
Hawk Purchase.” Two years later, when Iowa had been transferred
to the care of Wisconsin Territory, Congress enacted a law donating
640 acres for town purposes to each of the towns of Burlington, Fort
Madison, Bellevue, Dubuque, Peru, and Mineral Point. McCarver,
George Cubbage, and W. A. Corell were appointed commissioners to
carry out the provisions of this law. MecCarver devoted himself
earnestly to this task, though the beneficent plan worked against the
ready sale of his own town lots.

Towa became a Territory in 1838, and on January 7, 1839, the first
governor, Robert Lucas, as commander in chief of the Jowa military
forces, issued an order appointing Morton M. McCarver to the posi-
tion of commissary general. He took much interest in the office.
The title of general clung to him through life. He saw active service
in a similar office during Indian wars in Oregon. For a time Mc-
Carver prospered in Iowa. He did not confine himself to the expan-
sion of his town of Burlington, but took part in the development of
lead mines near Dubuque and traveled about the Territory. The
widespread panic of 1837 seriously affected western interests. Mec-
Carver began to fear that Burlington could not hold its own in the
race with such cities as Pittsburg, Cincinnati, Louisville, St. Louis,
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and New Orleans. The settlers of Jowa were spreading out into
agricultural communities. He was hearing of a land of promise
much farther to the westward. American missionaries had gone
there and planted homes as well as missions. American settlers
began to cross the plains for Oregon. It was highly desirable that
settlers should go there. The joint occupancy treaty of 1827 was
still in force between Great Britain and the United States. The
British fur traders were in possession, and some retired employees
of the Hudson’s Bay Co. had taken up homes. Prior to the arrival
of the missionaries there were no American homes in Oregon, and
now there was beginning the race toward a settlement of the sover-
eignty of that region by actual occupation by either British subjects
or American citizens. To encourage American effort in this race,
Senator Linn, of Missouri, was passing through Congress a law
granting 640 acres to each family and 160 additional acres to eacl;
minor child.

Here was a combination of conditions that presented an irresistible
lure to the venturesome spirit of Gen. McCarver. It was with diffi-
culty that he resisted the temptation to join the migration of 1842
consisting of 111 persons, headed by Dr. Elijah White, Medorem

Yrawford, L. W. Hastings, A. L. Lovejoy, and Columbia Lancaster.
His ardor had no chance of being weakened during the succeeding
12 months, as there were agitations and public meetings in his
neighborhood at which the Oregon question was discussed in all its
phases. He joined the great Oregon caravan of 1843. There were
nearly 1,000 persons in this migration. Peter H. Burnett, who later
became the first governor of California, was made captain and Mc-
Carver was one of the council of nine. This migration was one of the
crucial events in American history on the Pacific coast. It gave the
Americans a real standing in that region, it solved the main portion
of the problem of the joint occupancy treaty, many men of the party
took active parts in the struggling provisional government, and from
that time there was no more of doubt as to whether Oregon could or
would be peopled by actual settlers.

McCarver had joined the party without cattle or household impedi-
menta. True to his town-building instinct, he formed, on the trail,
an agreement with Burnett, and when they had crossed the Rocky
Mountains, he pushed on ahead of the party and selected a place for
a town on the Willamette River. In honor of Missouris Senator
and Oregon’s friend, he called the place Linnton. By the time his
partner Burnett and the other immigrants arrived he was ready to
expand and build up his new city. In this he failed. Oregon City,
at the falls of the Willamette, in addition to the adjacent water
power, was nearer the farming lands, and between Oregon City and
Linnton, Portland arose and overshadowed both. McCarver after-
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wards claimed that the real reason for his failure at Linnton was a
lack of nails. They did not have enough of these useful articles for
the commonest needs, and a new town on rush orders could not be
built without nails.

He bad left his family in Towa, but he promptly sent for them.
His letter, going by way of Hawaii, England, and the Atlantic States
to Iowa, took 10 months in passage. His family, therefore, did not
arrive until 1845. Finding his town venture unpromising he secured
a farm and began work there with his characteristic energy. Retain-
ing, however, his faith in the future commercial and industrial
growth of the region, he acquired property in the new towns and
was keenly alive to all development. It is worth noting that while
crossing the mountains to Oregon he wrote that it would be perfectly
feasible to construct a railroad from the Mississippi to the Pacific,
thus becoming one of the earliest prophets of a transcontinental rail-
road.

The first legislative committee chosen for the reorganized provi-
sional government included the newly arrived McCarver, and, on
assembling at Oregon City, on June 18, 1844, the committee elected
him speaker. He must have felt much at home, for on July 5, 1843,
the legislative committee’s report had been approved by the people,
adopting as the law of the land almost the entire body of laws en-
acted by the legislature of Jowa Territory in Burlington, at its first
session in 1838-39. The McCarver committee enacted a number of
wholesome measures, including a stringent prohibition law for the
protection of the primitive settlement and a law prohibiting slavery.
Ardent Kentuckian and Democrat as he was, McCarver gave earnest
support to both these measures.

While apparently a plunger in business, McCarver was an honor-
able man. The panic of 1837 had left him with $10,000 of debts in
Towa. These he paid with money acquired on the Pacific coast. He
gave full credit to Dr. Marcus Whitman for that missionary’s help
in guiding the immigration of 1843. Though anxious to do all he
could to strengthen the American claims to all of Oregon, he gave
abundant praise to Dr. John McLoughlin and James Douglas, of the
Hudson’s Bay Co., for their many kindnesses to needy American im-
migrants. He was grievously disappointed when the treaty of 1846
gave the British part of old Oregon, but he at once became active
toward securing congressional and executive action for the regular
government of what was then American territory beyond further
dispute.

While these questions were absorbing the attention of the pioneer
legislators, there came the startling announcement that gold had been
discovered in California. There was a stampede from Oregon, and
McCarver was one of the first to go, hurrying, as was his invariable
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custom, on horseback. He secured a claim on Feather River. Again
he believed he could do better at town building. He entered into an
agreement with the Sutters, father and son, to build a town on their
land, and in the autumn of 1848 William H. Warner was hired to
survey and plat the town, which they called Sacramento. All was
going well when, to McCarver’s great chagrin, he was supplanted by
his old partner, Peter H. Burnett, in the management of the enter-
prise. He then bought some of the lots, became a landlord and mer-
chant, and operated a schooner in trade with the bay. Sacramento,
needing local government, elected 11 men to what was called a legis-
lature. McCarver was one of these. When Gen. Riley, the military
governor, called for a convention to devise a plan for a Territorial
government or adopt a State constitution, a meeting was held in
Sacramento, over which Gen. McCarver presided. Gen. Riley’s call
was approved, and later McCarver was elected one of the delegates
to the convention, which met at Monterey on September 1, 1849.
He was one of the men who worked effectively toward framing that
famous document so that California would be admitted a * free ” and
not a “slave” State.

A flood at Sacramento discouraged McCarver. He sold his inter-
ests, speculated awhile in San Francisco, became interested in
schooners plying between Hawaiian and Pacific coast points,and then
settled down as a farmer near Oregon City. He became a model
agriculturist, originating three new varieties of apples and obtaining
a medal as a special prize for the best display of fruits in the Agri-
cultural and Horticultural Fair in San Francisco in 1853.

When the Methodist missionaries began to close some of their sta-
tions, they transferred the one at The Dalles to the American Board
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions (known as the Whitman
Missions in Oregon). MecCarver negotiated to secure possession of
the site, intending to build a town there, but finding the title entan-
gled, he abandoned the plan.

He participated in three Indian wars in Oregon, most of the time
in his familiar, though arduous, work as commissary general. When
the Fraser River gold excitement broke out in 1857 he hastened to
the scene, but contented himself with buying a few lots in Victoria,
British Columbia, which he subsequently sold at a profit.

In 1862 he joined another stampede to the newly discovered gold
fields of Idaho. He organized the firm of McCarver, Clark & Town-
send and did a thriving business in Bannock City, since called Idaho
City. Crime was rampant in Idaho then. Hasty justice was some-
times meted out by committees of vigilantes. While sojourning in
Auburn, Idaho, Gen. McCarver was called on to preside over one of
these popular tribunals. Not long after this he left his business to
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the care of his two partners while he went to New York to sell stock
in some quartz mines. The Civil War had just ended, business was
disturbed, and he failed. While he was gone Idaho City was burned
and McCarver returned to Portland.

His first wife had died in 1846, and in 1848 he had married Mrs.
Julia A. Buckalew, a widow. Two children had survived their
mother and to this second union had come five children. While
always a generous provider, it would seem in all reason that he would
now seek to give them a permanent home, but such was not to be.
His family and friends were unable to restrain him when he became
imbued with the idea that he could build a city on Puget Sound that
would be all ready for the coming of the promised railroad.

Obtaining financial support from business friends in Portland, he
saddled his horse and started alone for Puget Sound. This was late
in March, 1868. He had studied all available maps, and by a sin-
gular foresight analyzed the problems of commerce by sea in contact
with transportation by rail through adjacent mountain passes. He
selected Commencement Bay, so named by the Wilkes expedition in
1841, and soon began to build there his last city. The place was at
first known as Commencement City and sometimes as Puyallup, for
a river of that name that flows into the bay. When McCarver heard
that a book called “ The Canoe and the Saddle,” by Theodore Win-
throp, contained the statement that the Indians had called the great
snow-crowned mountain “ Tacoma,” he at once chose that as the name
for his city. His letters of this period reveal a wonderful hope and
energy. In platting the town he used the ideas obtained at Sacra-
mento. He immediately urged and aided in the building of a saw-
mill. He explored and exploited the adjacent and tributary agri-
cultural lands. He was one of the first discoverers of coal in that
vicinity and frequently sought aid in bringing that product to market
through his loved town. While speculation was rife as to what point
the Northern Pacific Railroad Co. would select for its western ter-
minus, he was confident that Tacoma would be chosen. He finally
realized this hope in 1873, and he felt content that he had achieved
the founding of a great city.

He had selected a cemetery for the new city, and his was the first
adult body laid away there in a grave of his own choosing. The
whole community mourned the death of the “ Old General,” who
departed this life on April 17, 1875.

In one aspect of the westward movement Morton Matthew McCar-
ver was but a fleck of foam on the great human wave that swept
irresistibly over the plains and mountains from the Mississippi to the
sea, but it must be acknowledged that that fleck of foam was fre-
quently on the crest of the surging wave and was often first to splash
itself on the inundated wilderness. He was a many-sided leader
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whose far-seeing plans have aided thousands of American citizens,
who cherish his memory with affectionate regard.

BIBLIOGRAPHY.

Gen. McCarver’s daughter Virginia became the wife of Thomas W.
Prosch, whose home has been in Seattle for many years. The mate-
rial for this paper has been derived from conversations with Mrs.
Prosch and her daughters, Edith and Beatrice, who have been mem-
bers of my history classes; from family records in this home, and
especially from the little book privately published in Seattle in 1906
by Mr. Prosch, entitled “ McCarver and Tacoma.”









