






































TRADITION 15

The narration of the story with its details inter-
ested us greatly and, believing there were other ex-
citing incidents connected with Steptoe butte, we
pressed him for information as to why it bore that
name and elicited the following story, which, as it
proved, embodied pretty accurately the common
tradition of that day and for many years there-
after:

“Many years ago,” said he, ‘“before any white
people settled in this part of the country, Colonel
Steptoe, with a body of soldiers, came in here for
the purpose of subduing the Indians, who were in
a state of constant hostility. He met and engaged
a large number of them in battle at a point some
miles north of the butte and, being greatly out-
numbered, was driven to its base and from thence
fled to its summit, believing his command could
better protect itself from that eminence. The In-
dians quickly surrounded the summit, creeping up
the steep slopes as near to the soldiers as safety
would permit, and for several days maintained a
siege, during which a large number of their tribes-
men were killed and many soldiers fell, among the
latter being Colonel Steptoe, the commander.

In the meantime a courier had made his way un-
observed through the Indian lines, and making all
possible haste to Walla Walla, informed Colonel
Wright, who, with a strong force, set out at once
to the rescue. Finding the ordnance he carried
was a serious impediment to rapid marching, he
buried and left a couple of cannon at Tukanon
creek (hence, the then supposed origin of the name
of the creek, “Two Cannon”). A series of forced




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































272 CONQUEST OF COEUR D’ALENES

nounced symptoms of palsy of the right side which
so affected him that it was necessary to assist him in
mounting his horse or in entering his carriage.
From that, however, he secemed to have recovered
entirely and appeared to be in excellent health until
after the long and arduous ride which followed the
escape of his command from the “Northern In-
dians.”

In the fall of 1861 Dr. William Steptoe had the
Colonel taken to Philadelphia for treatment, and
he remained in that city for some months. From
Philadelphia he went to Canada, but was never
able to recover his wonted vigor.

The war between the states was a matter which
distressed Colonel Steptoe sorely. He was loth to
break his fealty to his native state, which cast its
fortunes decidedly with the South, yet he regretted
profoundly the imminent prospect of the dismem-
berment of the Union. [t was his belief that the
circumstances which brought on the war were due
in a large measure to ill-advised statesmanship on
both sides. He remained loyal to the government,
and retained his position in the army until a realiza-
tion of the hopeless condition of his health was
forced upon him.

At the outbreak of the war the press of Virginia
speculated a great deal as to what position Colonel
Steptoe and other prominent army officers would
take. 'When the Enquirer announced him with a
list of those who had taken their stand with the
North, some of the Virginia editors refused to be-
lieve the announcement true.

Despairing of recovery from his affliction, he de-






















































