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industrious, and high minded State builders who gave
the Northwest its loftiest ideals. Mr. Minto was a
student of the Indians and discovered and gave to
the world various Clatsop and Nehalem legends.
Hon. E. L. Smith of Hood River, well known as an
official and legislator of both Oregon and Washington,
and a man of such character that all who ever knew
him have the highest honor for him in every relation
of life, has made a life long study of the natives and
has a great collection of myths both in mind and on
paper. He is one of the most sympathetic, tolerant,
and appreciative of investigators, one whom the
Indians of the mid-Columbia trust implicity. He
has written little for publication in comparison with
what he knows, and it is to be hoped that his stores
of material may be brought within reach before long.
One of the prominent pioneers of Yakima, Hon. A. J.
Splawn, now Mayor of that city, has in preparation a
volume on the early days of the Yakima Valley, in
which, as I understand, he will include matter upon
the Indians and their myths. This book will be
awaited with interest. Worthy of mention as a gen-
eral student of the geography and language of the
Indians is Mr. John Gill of Portland. While he has
not made a specialty of myths, he has studied the
habits and language with special attention, and his
dictionary of the Chinook jargon is one of the most
valuable collections of the kind.

It is proper to mention here several people whom I
know to be well versed in native lore, yet who have
not, so far as I know, given their knowledge of legends
or myths to the public in book or magazine form.
The most conspicuous, indeed, of this group is no
longer living. This was Dr. William C. McKay, a
grandson of the McKay of the Astor Fur Co. who lost
his life on the Tonquin. The mother of Dr. McKay
was a Chinook ‘“princess.” He was a man of great
ability and acquired a fine education. He lived for
years in Pendleton, Oregon, where he died a number
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of years ago. In the possession of his children and
grandchildren there is undoubtedly valuable material
and if it could be reduced to written form it would
furnish matter of great interest. Among living stu-
dents of Indians from whom much matter of interest
could no doubt be secured, may be named Thomas
Beall of Lewiston, Louis McMorris of Walla Walla,
W. P. Winans of Walla Walla, Mrs. Lulu Donnell
Crandell of the Dalles, Major R. D. Gwydir of Spo-
kane, Mr. Claire Hunt of Colville, Wash., Mrs. Eliza
Spalding Warren of Walla Walla, Wash., C. H. Walker
of Albany, Oregon, Edwin Eells of Tacoma, Rev. Father
Hylebos of Tacoma, Ezra Meeker of Seattley George
H. Himes of Portland, and Mrs. Nancy O. Jacobs of
Portland. Of course this list could be indefinitely
extended. Certain Indians, in addition to others
mentioned earlier in this article, may be properly
named here who could give material for interesting
narrations. Among these are Henry Sicade and
William Wilton, living on the Puyallup Reservation
near Tacoma, Nugent Kautz and Augustus Kautz
and Jerry Meeker of Tacoma, Samuel McCaw of
Yakima, Wash., and Charlie Pitt of the Warm
Springs Agency in Oregon.

In conclusion it is fitting that mention be made of
a considerable number of authors who while they do
not claim to be original investigators, have incor-
porated into other writings or have gathered up from
the investigators and presented in attractive form the
results of the studies of the original students. Con-
spicuous among these present day authors we find
Mr. John H. Williams of Tacoma, whose superb
books, ‘“The Mountain that was God,” and “The
Guardians of the Columbia,’’ rank at the head of all
books of the Northwest for beauty of illustration and
description. In these Mr. Williams has artistically
interwoven some of the original native tales. His
reprint of Winthrop’s ‘‘ Canoe and Saddle,”” deserves
renewed mention here. Those who have been de-
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lighted with his earlier books will be pleased to know
that he will soon publish a companion volume on
Puget Sound. Properly mentioned here is the book
by Miss Katherine Judson of Seattle, ‘“Myths and
Legends of the Pacific Northwest,” which may be
regarded as the best arranged short collection of this
specific topic yet given.

I am aware that this summary is necessarily incom-
plete. One of my hopes in offering it to the public
is that it may lead to added contributions. As we
contemplate the beauty and grandeur of our dear Old
Oregon and the pathos, heroism, and nobility of its
history, and as we see the pitiful remnant of the Indi-
ans, we cannot fail to be touched with the quaint,
the pathetic, and the suggestive myths and legends
that are passing with them into the twilight. In our
proud days of possession and of progress we do well
to pause and drop the tear of sympathy and place the
chaplet of commemoration upon the resting place of
the former lords of the land, and to recognize their
contributions to the common stock of human thought.






