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INTRODUCTION BY THE PUBLISHERS.

In la80lng th is w ell-known s peech of Gust.ave H erve'. lUI one
o f the pubUcat ionll ot our B UrellU We are contrib uting to an agita.
tion that 1Il now unlv",fNll In the CApitalist world, and 18 of pri me
Im portance u well In t ile United States as In France. T he I.llli.
ven.a,1 choracter of Herve '"" a ppeal will be a ppare nt to the Ameri_
can r eader , n ol wltlul land lng the a uthor' lIl Illustrationa and 8 11u­
alon8 a,-. drawn frQrn ];~r()V""D e xperlE-ne.,. alone. We beve only
to ..., betllute the name America lor France, Germany or R UBlIla
In order to observe the $9D\ e procesII ()I " mak in g a potrkl t .' · H ere
R1lI in YTance and in a ll o t her e lM-Intrl..... the chlld'e b rain 1.8 sturled
with " t ori_ or a lleg ed ~h ..rues" o f Amerlc&n h istory from Geon::e
WUbl"gtOll to Theodore R oo eevelt aa a preparatory school lnll' fN"
tbe future " ave to a cq ui..... the 1M:'lCetIlJ&rY relWeCt for a nd obedience
to hI8 maIn -whose m8.l<tershlp. In America .... in Europe, ha l!
reaulted from fraud. c un ni ng. filla ndal m anipulation, land ..t ea ....
a nd by tI.ilhlng in troubled wlLte.... du rin g a nd atter ....ars of COn _
queet o r eapanatoa, lUI w ell a ll throug h the merd leBll exploitation
<.>f the working cl.a.u In Ind Ulltry, All the faet8 of A mericu.n hiJItory
~tand out In bold relief t o l>u~tal n rr eeve'e m a 8te r ly expose of
" capltaJhrt I'8 t r k>t1f<Jn" a nd co! t he banefu l etrecte of the " patri(ltlc"
lllualon u pon the m ln dll o f the t01le rll.

However, t he re a ppear to be eome dltreren<:eil between the
U n ited Statu a nd Fra~the patliotllW.l o f the latte r III perhlipIJ
In tenllltled by, a gretlter w eig ht of t r adition and by tile faet tha t
the "ene my, ' t.bough near at hli nd. If! eUli outetde til e naUonal
I>ound ari.-e ; wuue on the o t her hand t he United BtliteIJ domlnatetl
a c<Jntlnen t . and In Ita d evelopment ha e become Ilk e a ....a Into
which have emptied the atreaInlll of a ll n a tionaUtlea. The patriot _
lam ot the American w«ker, then, haa more the characteri8tiee
of a .... allow " Jln c o lllm " e<>mbin ed w it h race lind nation ality P r'i'Ju­
d lc ea l.>orn of pro"lmlty rather than of d lll1.ance. The ' 'fo r e ign
enem y" Ie not beyand OUr bo undarle ll, bu t In nu r midst , Al t hoUlth
ca r efully n urtUft'd by tile capltal1llt In h la OWn In t erest, thle f orm
of " patrloU8m" 18 likely t o prove 1_ deep-rooted and endurable
t h"n that In France. On accoun t of fewer t radi ti ons h ere a nd of
the enforced aBSOClation of n ative with foreign w or kers In Ameri ­
can IndUJ!b'Y,

Thla tu<&leia tkm or workera On the job, com bi ned \1'ith the
a ¥itation for ON E BIG UNION of ali llIa vea a,o:-ai na t all m.... te...,
will ilhortly break d<twn t he wane of race and nationality prejudi ce
in t he U n ited State&. and unite the slave.. of aU n ationali ti es t or
emancipation (rom t heir "patr lo ti "m" a nd Jna.1lt .. 1"ll of Whate ver
naUonallty,

The INDr:'STRIAL WORKE RS OF THE WO R LD 18 pooul18.J'ly
pledged t o th lll taek, It aim .. t o unite a ll walte. wor ke..... without
dl"Uncllon or rnce, nationality. sex 01' a ny other COIUIlderation
except that they a re eIploUed by a master, in t o One B ig U nion
of the W orktng Cl am; , "to take p,, _llIon ot the _rth a nd the
machinery of production a nd abolleh the wag.. "Y1It em." t h u e put.
tlng a n end t orever t o t he rule of the ro bber claN. Then ..han we
_ the dawn of that da y dreamed of by the poet T1.\nnyeon:

" When the 11'81' d rull'll!l throbbed no lon li:"er, and th" battle
nap; w ere furled

1" the P a rlia men t o f ~f ll. n--tbe F ederaUon of the World."
Not_The above Introduction Wall written In 11112.



PATRIOTISM
By GUSTAVE HERVE

GENTLEMEN OF THE JURY,-
T his t rial nearly came to an end yesterday, afte r the

speech of Urbai n Gohier. ( I) ' W e were overjoyed to
recognize in that speech the gen uine Gohin- of the Drey­
fus case, who was a tower o f strength to al l of us
in that tT);ng t ime; our o'....n Gohier, who has not gone
over, as some for a moment feared. to anti-semitism­
t ha t stupid and sanguinary anti-semitism which has j ust
dishonored Russia.

O UTlawyers told us, and we ha ve no doubt about the
matter ourselves, that a fter Gobler's formidable indict­
ment of milita rism , after so much spir it. such good
humor, such an array o f facts . and such logic, acquittal
was certain for all of us. And, in fact . if we had come
here with th e sale obje ct of getting acquitted, th en, a fter
Goh ier's speech, the interest s of all of us would have been
best served by silen ce.

I must tell you the rea son why we decided to prolong
these pro ceedings, a t the ri sk of prolonging your fatigue
and o f keeping you here some days longer, at the time of
your mon thly settlement of accounts for the cnd of De­
cember and the family festivi ties of Ne w Year 's E ve.

It is cert ain that ou r friend Gohier-I can say it
witho ut offend ing him-c-by his origin, his education, an d
b)· his language, is th e one among us who is the least re­
moved from yo urselves : he is the only one among us in
whom there still remains, perhaps. a grain of patrioti sm.
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By lett ing the t rial close, while you were still under
the impression produced by his speech, we should have
seemed to be retreating, to be screening ourselves behind
Gohier. There hue been enough calumnies flung at us
elready: we do not want to lay ourselves open to tha t one.

And, besides, we have another reason for speaking.
I t is not every day that the goverrunent furnishes us with
such a sounding-board as this trial affords. In th e ordi­
nary way, our public speeches are deformed and unrec­
ognizable when they reach you. Here we speak before
the pick of the reporters on the Paris press. We could
never forgive ourselves if we let slip by such a chance of
making known to the gene ral pubhc OUT exact ideas.

I leave to my friend and advocate, Lafont. the ta sk
of defending m)· person; a necessary task, for my bad
reputa tion must not be allowed to cause prej udice to my
fellow-culprits, but also a difficult task . For the last four
years you have been Trading in your papers every morn­
ing that I pass my time in planting the natiortal flag on
the dunghill, or in calling arm)· officers, in the lump and
without distinct ion, blackguards in gold-laced uniforms ;
as if among the grea t body ef officers, as in all prc fes­
sions, there were not honest men as well as black sheep.
An error, or a falsehood, which you hear repeated day
a fter day for four years, is likely, I fea r, to have become
for you an indisputable fact .

I have reserved for myself th e more interest in~ task
o f presenting to you our ant i-patriotic conception, mcor­
rectly called "Herveism,' as if propagandists like Yvetot.
and other militant syndicalists fa) who stand b)· my side.
had waited for me to throw myself into the fight before
starting their propagan da. I say this not to diminish
my share of the responsibility. but in order to pa). hom­
age to the truth. My role has been limited to interpret­
ing the ideas and sentiments which I have scm. spring up
among the proletaria n and peasa nt class. and of which I

! . Sp..lleall... ... t h e name ""',""'" In Fra~e a nd on U>e conti .
nen t t o thl" r?VOtu UOMir}' tmt"n1>lbl ; reJ>f'lMM"l>ted I n A rn"'rka. Oreat
lIrltaln.. SOUU, Africa. and AW<traUa by Ibe Ind us tria l unlon lst&
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have only be-en the doctrinaire, the thecnaer, and. lat­
terly, in spite of mysel f, the standard-barer and S}W,t:.oI.

These anti-patriotic idea s, moreover, are somewhat
new among the masses of organized workers. And, like
all new ideas, they shock public opin ion; they seem
shocking to you. That was the fate o f early Christian ity.
and 30160 of the republican idea, at th e t ime when re pub­
licans were regarded. in the remotest part s of the coun­
try", as monsters gorged wilh blood, dividers-up of prop­
erty. ADd incendiaries.

There was once a heretic named J ohn Huss. A cen­
tury before Luther he procla imed and demanded the
Protestant Reformation. For chis crime a Council con­
demned him to be burnt. At the moment when the firs t
martyr of Protestantism was mounti ng the pile of fagots,
an old woman, a devotee from the town of Constance.
brought a fresh fagot to the pile, which, doubtless, she
did not find high enough. " Sancia simplicitas !" ex­
claimed John Hu ss, shrugging his shoulders in kindly
pity.

That was the sentiment which I felt yesterday when,
in this hall where the advo cates rarely rai se thei r voices
except in defense of the accused, a young licentiate of the
Bar said that we deserved the guillotine. It was not the
guillotine, it was the stake this good young man mean t.

- A nd it is real ly the stake which W(, like all heretics,
deserve : we who are the here tics of the patriotic religion.
Fo r it is a religion this pat riotism of modern peoples, a
religion inculcat ed in us f rom the cradle by th e same
methods employed in all times to inculcat e all rel igions.

You know how a Catholic is made ? The child is
taken while yet in the crad le. While fondling him the
mother teaches him prayers, which he repeat s like a par­
rot, Sh e tells him there is a God, a Heaven, and a H ell.
H is brain, like wax, receives all these impressions with­
out reacting.

When he is seven years old his weU-meani~ mother
hands him over to the priest , who sows in hIS )"oung
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brain, with unstinting hands, the naive Biblical legends
which were believed in ancient Judea two or three thou­
sand years ago, at the time when the J ewish people had
about as much intellectual culture as the negroes of
Behanrin.

At the same time, the theatrical pomp of religious
ceremonies, the music of the organ, the dim light of the
churches, the incense diffused on the altars, the gorgeous
vestments of the officiating priest, all these things st rike
the imagination and exci te th e nerves . A fter that, al­
though the child"may grow up into a grea t scientis t like
Pa steur, his brain will shrink from all discussion and rea­
soning on religious matters .

It is by no other method that we, and perhaps you,
gentle men of the jury, are made. into pat riots.

HOW A PATRIOT IS MADE

A. an ag~..l'when the critical spirit is not yet devel­
oped in us, W'P hear, as children at the family table, ac­
counts of horrible misdeeds committed by the Germans or
the English, or feats of valor accomplished by the French.
The litt le Gennans, at the same moment, hear about all
sorts of crimes committed by the French, the English, or
th e Russians.

We are taught that France is the land of the brave.
the country of generosity and chivalry, and the ref uge of
liberty ; the same things are said of their countries to the
little Germans. the little Russians , and the litt le Japanese ;
and we all, in the innocence of our hearts, believe them.

For New Year's gift s our fathers, and even our moth­
ers, give us lead soldiers, toy gun s. dn!ms, clarions and
trumpets.

And when th is beauti ful education has already made
us pat riots in embryo , the school- the secular public
school Quite as much as the schools of the religious orders
- puts the finishing touch to the work of dr iving patriot ­
ism into our heads. Do you remembe r those little school



6 PAT RIOT iSM A N D T il E WORKER

books in which the Lcriquets fg ) of patriotism manipu­
lated the facts of nati onal history for the greater glof'}' of
tbe French I.ather-Iand ? The little Germa ns have put mto
their bandsbooks simila r in kind , but exclusively cele­
bratiog the German fatherland.

Do you remember those H istory manuals in which on
every' page some scene of carnage or the port rai t of some
warrior was cynically displayed ? You were not spared
the sight of a single one of them, all were there : Vercin­
getcrix, Charles Martel, Duguesclin, Bayard, all the gen­
erals of Loui s X IV, including those wbc set fire to th e
Palatinate, all the generals of the Grand Army who went
forth to stain in the blood of all the peoples the flag of
Va lmy, and not forgetti ng the vult ure himself , Napoleon,
on the top of his perch in the Place Vendorne.

And the commenta ries under each picture reek with
race hatred, national ..-anity and idolatry of the sword­
fine sentiment s which the readinl{ of the " Petit J ournal"
(fi ..·e million readers l) , the " Petit PariWn," and other
papers with big circu lations will do nothmg but maintain
and develop.

To complete the work of making the perfect pa triot.
to poison his whole system, nothing more is necessary
than to let him become intoxicated with military pomp.
which is still more impressive than the pomp of religion.

This time the impression is not produced by pri estly
vestments, resplendent with gold and precious stones ;
these are replaced Ly costumes of gaudy colors, with gold
lace, plumes and feathers.

The music of the church organ is replaced by the still
more intox icating mu sic o f drums and trumpets.

Instead of ~Iigious processions , we now have those
imposing military revi ews. which we have all run a fter in
our time in order to see the march-past , in the heat and
dust, o f those interminable ranks of inst ruments o f
slaughter and of youn g men. th e flowl."r of the nation,
marked for future butcheries. Then, when the rag on

J. Loriquf't, .. JIM,,;lt h blt Ol1an.
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the end of a stick, which rep resents the sacred emblem ~f

th e country, passes by, a wav~ of religious emotion passes
over the thr ong of patriots, and they devoutly bare th eir
heads, just as thei r great-grandfathers bared their head s
before the Hoi}' Sacrament.

Ah ! I know that I am hurt ing }'our Ieelings, gentle­
men o f the jury, and that you feel all the more hurt be­
cause you know that 1 am sa}'mg what is t rue. 1 know
that I am wounding the " un iversal conscience; ' of which
the Paris Bar has made itself such an eloquent interpre­
ter . n ut do }'OU think that Voltaire , Diderot, and the
ot her encyclopeedists hurt nobody's feelings ? It is a
lamentabl e fact that wheneve r a nascen t society is emerg­
jng f rom the womb of the old order. it is always with
prolonged and agonizing birth-pangs, causing, to the ad ­
he rents of the ancient system, dist ress and an guish which
the innovators would fain have spa red them.

As for us, the revolutionary socialist s, we rowe re­
pudiated the flag on which are displayed in letters of gold
the names of so man}' butcheries.

WHAT IS A COUNTRY?
F1~ are only emblems ; th ey have no value beyond

what the}' represent. Wh at, then. do we mean by a cou n­
t ry or a nation ? ' Vhat are all the countries of today ?

Allow me, gen tlemen of the ju ry, to make use of an
illustrat ion, a sort of parable. which will enab le you bett er
to understand our sentiments.

Countries-all countr ies or na tions. whatever may be
the governmental ticket with which the}' are labeled- are
composed of two g roups of men , one by far the less
numerous, the other emb racing the immense ma jori ty of
the people.

TIle firs t group is seated at a well-spread table, where
nothing is lack ing. At the head of the table. at the place
of hono r. are seated the great financ iers. Some are J ews• .
l es; others are Catholics ; others , aga in. are Protestants
or F reethinkers. Tbey may be in disagreement on reli­
gious or philcscphjc questions . and even on quest ions of
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imeres t, but, as against the great mass of the people, the}'
wo rk together like thieves at a fair,

On thei r"right and on thei r left are the cabi net minis­
ters, the great officials of all the 'state services, civil, re­
ligious and military, not forgetti ng the paymaste r-gen­
erals, a t sala r ies o f thirty, forty, or sixty thousand francs
a year : a littl e farther away, the Council of the Orde r of
Advocates ( that glorious inte rp rete r o f the "Universal
Conscience") and the gen tlemen o f the courts of law, in­
eluding their precious auxilia ries , the solicitors, nota ries
an d bailiffs. .

And then there are the hir; sha reholders of the mines,
. factories, railways an d shipping compan ies, and the big
s tores, great squires and grea t lan ded proprietors, they
a re aU at that table ; all those who have only a few scus
are there also, at the end of the table; they are the small
fry, who have, however, all the prejudices and all the
conse rva tive inst incts of the big capitalists ,

Ah I gentlemen of the jury, I trust that } 'OU are among
those privilege d ones seated at that table , One is not
badly off there, in t ruth, In return for one' s work­
when one does work- work which is oft en of an intel­
lectual character , f requent ly pleasa nt, and which always
leaves plenty of leisure ; dir ectorial work which fla tte rs
a man's pride and van ity, one enjoys a full, ri ch life, em­
bellished by all the comfort and luxury that the progress
of science places at the service o f the priv ileged ones of
the earth.

Fa r away fro m that table I perceive a he rd of beasts
of bur den, condemned to forbidding, dirty, dangero us
and mindless toil, without respite or repose, and. above
all , without secu rity for the morrow ; small tradesmen.
nailed to their coun ters on Sundays and holidays, and
mo re and more crus hed out every day by the competition
of the big stores; small industr ial employers, ground out
of existence by the competition of the.big factory owners ;
smal l peasant proprietors, brutal ized by long hours o f
labor, 16 to 18 hours !i day , and only working to enr ich



CUSTAVE HERVE 9

the big middlemen , flour merchan ts , wine agencies and
sugar refiners. Still farther off f rom the table of the
prosperous I see th e gr eat mass of the proletarians, those
who for their whole fortune have only their arms a nd
their brains ; working men and women of the factory,
exposed to long periods o f unem ployrnent ; petty officials,
clerks, and other employes, obliged to bow their heads
and hide their opinions ; domestic servants of both sexes.
flesh for toil, flesh for cannon, flesh for lust.

Behold your countries !
Monstrous social inequality, monstrous exploitat ion

o f ma n by man , that is what a count ry i.s nowa days, an d
th at is what the workers take off their hats 10 when the
flag is car ried by. They seem to say : "Oh, how beaut i­
fu l is our coun try I Oh, how free, sweet and just she is t"
1I0w you must laugh, Mr. Advocate-General, when you
hea r them sing :

" To die for one's country
Is of all the fates the mos t beauteous,
The most worthy of en,")'."

You believe, perhaps, gentlemen of the jury-c-a nat­
ural illusion among the privileged classes-c-that it is by
Jabor and thri ft that one arrives at the table of the happy
ones of this world. We know that one does arrive there
sometimes by labor and by the spi rit of organization and
economy : and we are qui te willing to believe that it is
thus that you, gen tlemen , have managed to find your way
there . But we others, who are all manual or brain work­
ers, we know very well that if occasiona lly a man ga ins
for tune and ease by his own labor and privations, it is
ever se much more often by th e work an d the privations
of others.

THE ROBBER CLASSl

And if _you, gen tlemen. are ignorant of the history of
:r our class, we, here, are not, \ \'e know tha t in the Rev­
oluti onary Assemblies of 1789 and 1]93 there was not a
single workma n. not a single peasant. but on ly members
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of th e bourgeoisie, big and litt le, who worked for the
interes ts of thei r class.

We know how they seized upon the six billion fra ncs
worth of property of the clergy and the nobility, and we
know how so many of the great fortunes o f the bour­
geoisie were piled up by fishing in troubled waters during
the whole of the revolut ionary period.

We know how your class as soon as its appe tite was
satiated, as soon as the Revolution was fiver, in mor tal
dread of our Baboeuffa} and the poverty-stricken prole­
tariat whose anger and hopes he interpreted, sheltered its
digestion behind the sabre of Napoleon and the concordat
of the Pope of Rome.

We know how the upstart s of yOUT Revolution. ha v­
ing become pre fects, state councilors, and senators of the
Empire, manufactured Codes which rul e us still, and
which are so favorable to property, so hard on the work­
ers and the poor,

\ Ve know how they drew up the functionari es of their
class and for those of ours the scandalously unequal
scales of pay st ill in force ; and our system of taxation,
so light a burden on the shoulde rs of the st rong, so heavy
on the shoulde rs of the weak. We know how they put
thei r hands on coal mines, national wealth , collective
property. which was appropriated by a few thousand
shareholders, who saw their shares of soo and I ,(XX)

fra ncs jump tip to 10,000, 20,000, and a few, those of
Anzin, even up to goo.coo francs each 1

We know how, on the downfall of N apoleon, the
upper classes laid hold of the law-making machine, the
Parliament, where 90,000 electors from 1815 to 1830,
300,000 from 1830 to 1848, arrogated to th emselves th e
right o f sending representatives, refus ing universal suf­
f rage to the mass of the nat ion. \ Ve know how, taking
advan tage of this seizure of the governing powers to in-

-t. Ba.boeuf organized one 0' the real proleta.r\a.n rtsl1l&'8 0' tJoe
Revolu tionary perk><!. For an account of the role of t he working
eteee I.. the Revolution see Kropotkln's work. "Tbe Great French
nevctunon."
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crease its privileges, your class took possession, on oner­
ous terms for the taxpayers, of the railways; how, d'Ll r­
iug the whole of the nineteenth century, the military laws
made by them were the exp ression of privilege and op­
pression.

Since your Revolut ion of 1789, for a whole century
your class has built up its fortune on the ruin of the
weak, all in accordance with the Code ; and today a few
hundred thousand men, of whom many are mere drones,
have monopolized all the principal means of production,
mines, factories, railways and bank s, levying directly or
indirectly, on the toil of the great mas s of the disin­
herited a tribute heavier than any impost of the past,

"RIGHTS" OF THE .wORKERS..
But our country is much super ior to all others, it

appears. I t is you, the Advoca te-General , like so many
others, who tell us that. Did you not hear him, gentle­
men of the jury, complacently enumerate all the liberties
which the French fatherland bestows on us ? "You have
universal suffrage," he said, "you have the liberty of
labor combination, the right to strike, the freedom of
meeting, the liberty of the press. If our country is in a
bad way, it is for you to make it better 1" .

Uni versal suffrage ? l ust look at it ! Corrupted by the
intimidation of the emp ayers in the districts dominated
by the factory of the country mansion, cor rupted every­
where by the ignorance of the electors, who leave school
too ear ly with only a rud imentary instruction, universal
suffrage is Jed by the nose by your journals with big-cir­
culations, which are all in the hands of the capitalists,
and which systematically falsify the facts in order to
manufac tu re public opinion to their liking. U nder the
capitalist system Capital remains sovereign , even under
the republican label.

The right of Iabor combination ? It is tempered by
the power of your class to subdue the workers' leaden'
by starvation th rough dismissal.
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. The right to strike ? The witnesses whom JOU ha ve
heard, witnesses from Jour own class in many cases ,
com e to teU JOu how strikers, even inoffensive strike rs ,
are sabred an d horsewhipped, and how, after strikes,
even victorious ones. the powerful employers thin out the
ringteaders in order to terrify the rest.

TOe right of meet ing ? Ask Bousquet and Game)'
what the}' think about it. the)' who have been l); ng in
prison for two months without trial for remarks made at
a public meeting, and who would be f ree. like AI. jalueot ,
if the}' had been able to find the 2,000 f ranc s bail which,
by a cruel irony. they were asked to furn ish .

The liberty of the press ? Look: at us , at us on these
benches! \Ve are all old offenders ; there is not one o f
us who has not been prosecuted for press offences. \\'c
arc known at all the district court s in F rance. The Ad­
vocate-General has boasted to us of the liberalism of the
pr(' ~s laws which enable us to he tri ed before a jury of
our pee rs, according to his exp ression. Ou r pee rs ! Our
equals J You, gentlemen I Really I Among you I see
house owners, merchants. an enginee r. an inspector, a
bailiff ; show me. Mr. Advocate-Gene ral, the man ual and

. Intellectual proletarians, who are seated on those be nches
cppo...ite us. among the j ury?

No ! No! It is in vain tha t J OU den y the existence
o f classes, Mr. Ad vocate-General: they are there all the
same. they stare you in the face. Just look at them. Here
is one class. here on the benches o f the accused. It is the
proleta riat ; an d there is another class. there opposite us
-the bourgeoisie. which is there to tf}' us.

You deny the existence o f classes, Mr. Advocate ­
General. but I am sure that even among the municipal
gua rds who are in thi s hall there was not a single one
who, when our comrade Bou squet. with that grand popu­
ta r eloquence which makes the crowd vibrate like the
violin under the bow. voiced yesterday the aspirations o f
the universal proletariat-e-there was not a sing le one who
did not vibrate in unison ; and at the present inoment



GUSTAVE HERVE 13

the re is not a single one who does not Ieel thai he is of
our class and that he is the enemy of yours, Mr. Advo­
cate-General,

Ah I you put yoursel f forward as the advocate of
society as a whole. You are under an illusion, Mr. Advo­
cate-General . Here you are nothing but the official advo­
cate of what is really the principal culprit in this trial,
the bourgeois class, the capitalist fathe rland.

CAPITALISTS HAVE REASON TO BE
PATRIOTIC.

That those of your class should rove their country,
gentlemen of the jury, nothing is more natu ral. That you
should burn to die for it, citizen Advocate-Geneml, .l can
quite understand. The country is for you and for yours
a tender mother; she pampers }'OU in childhood ; she gives
you a rich education ; she makes your youth a happy one;
she assures you honorable work, richly remunerated, long ·
holidays, security for the morrow and for old age. •

You would be monster s of ingratitude. unnatural chil­
dre n, if you were not ready to rush to her defense when
she calls upon you,

I go further . 1 understand even that you should seek
to communicate to us, the workers, your holy patriotic
flame. .

It would suit you very well, eh t if we were to remain
patriots, so that, should your country be threatened, as
it was sometime back at Fourmies, at Limoges, and at
Lcngwy, we might constitute ourselves, in opposition to
our own brothers in toil and poverty, the watch dogs of
your moneybags and of your privileges ?

How pleased you would be to see us, the proletariat.
remain patriotic, and continue to go light-heartedly to
steal, for your financier s, another Tunis, another Tonkin,
another Madagascar, or to pillage Pekin once more in the
name of your civilization.

If tomorrow your financier s and your diplomats were
unable to come to terms with those of Gennany, your
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patriotism (at 8 per emtl) would be only too happy to
see us, the F rench and German workers marching against
each other. butchering each other by the hundred thou­
sand, in order to find out whether Morocco should belong
to the capitalists o f Paris or to those of Berlin.

' Ve know, as you see, the mysterious and interested
sources of your patriotism: Yes. you are quite righ t.
fr om your point of view, in tryinr to cultivate among the
enslaved worker s the worship 0 you r coun tries and of
your flags ; to maintain the domination of your class you
are well-advised in propagating among the masses those
patriotic sentiments which veil class antagonisms and
make the sheep believe that they a re o f the same race,
the same family, and the same country as the wolves
who devour them.

But you mus t understand. Mr. Advocate-General,
that we of the manual and intellectual proletariat haw:
quit e other sentiments towar ds )"our countries.

For you, the country is a mother ; for us. it is a cruel
stepmother. a shrew whom we detest.

For ) 'OU, pat riotism is a sentiment which is natural
and profi table: for us, it is a snare.

We rpay have conserved a certain predilection fo r
the town or the village where we were born , where we
grew up, and where we have loved and suffered. This is
a natural and instinctive feeling which has nothing in
common with your patriotism. But we have lost all feel­
ing of love for such countries o f pr ivilege and iniquity
as are the great countr ies of today .

For l IS there areonly two countries in the worl d : that
o f the pri vileged and tha t o f the disinherited. or rather
that o f the conservatives and that of the rebels. whatever
language the)" may speak, or whatever the land may be
which chanced to give them birth. O ur compat riots a re
not the capitalists here, who would have us massacred if
the)" could, just as they massacred our fathers in th e
Commune. Ou r compatriots are the conscious proletari­
ans, the socialists, the revolutionaries of the whole world,
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who wage everywbere the same battle as ourselves for
the establishment of a bett er society. And in full agree­
ment with them we only awai t the opportuni ty in this
Europe, where the rai lways, the telegraph, cheap news­
pape rs, and the same capitalist system have suppressed
distance and rendered uniform the conditions of life, to
found that free European federation, prelude to the grea t
huma n federation, in which the coun t ries of today will
be abso rbed, just as the ancient provinces became ab­
sorbed in the France, England, and Germany as we know
them no w.

Socialism, founded the class struggle, has so thor­
oughly killed in our hearts all nationa l sentiment that we
could not help smiling the other da y when our friend
Gohier, not qu ite cured of his old pa triotism. spoke to
us with emotion of the affron t over the Fashoda alYai r.
Your government , your country, may go on receiving
affro nts like that over Fashoda ; we. bere, shall not feel
in the la st offended. we are strangers to ) 'QUt cou nt ry
and to everything which tou ches it,

The Advocate-General wanted, the other day, to in­
teret us in the defense o f "our" liberties. the liberti es
we ou rselves enjoy in this country . which is. as we ha ve
already been told, " the freest and the sweetest of coun­
tri es," I thank the Advocate-General for his solicitude
about our libert ies. we know well enough wha t we ha ve
to do to defend our liberties. liberties which, as a matte ,
of fact , were not graciously gran ted by your class to ours,
but which ou r elders were obliged to wrest from ) 'OU by
force. ] have already told ) 'OU how these political liber­
t ies seem to us illusory, so long as we are economic serfs,
so lonfl as our brea d for the morrow is practically at the
discretion of the class who hold the instruments of labor.

THE KAISER BOGEY MAN.

But whatever is leal and profitable to us in those
political liberti es nobod y in the world can take a \\.'<1)' from
us. In the height of the sto rm raised by the anti-patriotic
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declarations which I made in the name of the Socialist
Federa tion of the Yonne a few months ago in the meet­
ing at the T ivoli Vaux-Hall, some comrades of my party
objected, like th e Ad vocate-General himself, that, if my
ideas sprea d on this side o f the f rontier, the German
Kaiser would just make a moutbful of France ; he would
annex it, and tben there would be an end to all our tibe r­
ties. Let us follow them in this fan tastic hypothesis, of
which I will shortly show you the imposs ible character.

You seem to think that if we became tomorrow the
subjects of the Kaiser, all our political liberties would
disappear, and with them the righ t to speak our nat ive
language. Come, now! Mr. Ad vocate-General. Yo u are
unaware perhaps tha t universal suffrage ex ists in Ger­
many for the elections to the imperial pa rliament. the
Reichs tag; that labor organizations are twice as numerous
on the other side of the Rhine as they are here; that pub­
lic meetings are as numerous as the}' are here; and tha t
the German socialist dai ly papers are "redder" than those
labeled " socialist" in this country .

And you imagine that the Ka iser, who. in this German
na tion which ~'ou represent to us as political ly backward .
cannot even hinder the exercise of these political libert ies,
rou imagine that he would be able to prevent them among
us. who, on Jour own showing, are more unruly than the
Germa n workers. An d if he tried to, do you suppose
that we should not resort to secret propaganda, the most
powerful and efficacious form of propaganda ?

But listen to the sounds which reach us from Russia.
a country still mo re backward , economically, intellectually
and politically, than the Germany of the Ka iser. Listen ,
and you will hear the soun ds which fore tell the ignor­
minious downfall o f the autocracy. As a consequence of
the old patriarchal Russia, ag ricultural and Czarist, hav­
iog tasted of the capitalist system, as a consequence o f
the investments o f the French , German, and English cap­
ital ists-we are not the only internationalists !-having
gone to create a Russian industrialism and to fu rrow the
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old-world land of the Muscovite with railways, the Rus­
sia of the knout has be gun to totter ; and tomorrow, even
if our revolutionary fr iends over there arc: partially van ­
quished , th e Russian rulers will no longer be able to re­
fuse to the people the liberty of meeting and of the press,
the r ight to stri ke, and other economic and political llber ­
ties o f which the capitalist system itsel f stands in need
for its 0"''' subsistence, and which it cannot refuse any­
where to the workers of the twentieth century .

What! the hangman of all the Russias-your ally ,
gentlemen o f the ju ry--can no longer refu se to the Rus­
sian moujiks the essentia l elements of political liberty,
and yet )·00 imagine that the German Kaiser, on becom­
ing master o f France. or the gre,atec part of it, would
be able to wrest these liberties f rom us I

Your ally, the butcher o f all the Ru ssias, has not suc­
ceeded a fter a century of occu pat ion and attempts at
Russiafication, in stopping the Poles from speak ing their
mother tongue, and yet )' OU believe that the Kaiser would
be able to s top us from speaking ours I

You see, then, Mr. Advocate-Cenerat, that it is quite
useless to keep on t ryi ng to f righ ten us with this bogey
of the Kaiser, for te us the question o f beieg French or
German is quite a matter o f indifference. What does it
matt er to us whether we are labeled F rench or German,
so long as we still have to suffer; either as ind ustrial
workers, from ir regu lar employmen t and exploitat ion, or
a s peasants, from the gri nding usury o f the mortga ge­
holzer and from cut-throat competition in the sale of our
prod uce ? What difference can it make to us whether it
IS a French or German advocate-general who prosecutes
us, or whether the police who brutally ill-t reat us and the
sold iers who shoot us down in st rikes are of one nation ­
ality or the other 1

" But suppose tha t the K aiser attacked us ?" objected
the Ad vocate-General. And one of the witnesses, easily
nonplussed, allowed himself to be: embarrassed b)' this
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quest ion. H e stammered out that in that particular case
he, personally, would fight

You believe, then, Mr. Advocate-General , that when
a war breaks out there is on one side a Government en­
ti rely in the wrong. which attacks, and on the othe r a
Government which has all the right on its side, and which
suffe rs a coward ly aggression ? You believe that it is easy
to know who is in the wrong when a war breaks out I
Look at the Boer government and the J apanese govern­
ment! It was they who declared war. But are they for
that any more the aggressors than the English and the
Russian governments which provoked them into war ?

In 1870 it was the French government which de­
cla red wa r for an alleged insult to its ambassa dor, al­
though the ministers knew from the ambassador himself
th at there had been no such insult. Bu t was the German
government , with its Ems telegram trick , any less blame­
worthy ? (5) 'When a war breaks out between two gov ­
errunents, th e people never know which is the real ag­
gressor. They do not find it out until long afterwards,
when the war is over. If war had broken out six months
ago between the F rench and the German governments
over Morocco , we should hav e had to wait, probably for
ten yea rs, before we learn t all about the blunders and the
bluster ing of your Delcasse. \ Vhen a wa r breaks out.
the hig capitalist and governmental journals in each
country always make out that the other country is the
aggressor. As for us here, what we know is th is, that if
war occurs between France and Germany it will be a
conflict between the capitalist classes for the markets of
the world. Therefore, whoever may be the apparent ag·
gr essor, we will not fight. You pat riots will fight if your

5. T o predpltate t he war nl~m"n:k cauOled t h e B erlin journals
t o publ i" h II. note worded In ",ue ll a w ay R1l t o l .." d the puhl le
t o hel1eve t llilt t he French e m basaador- ha d been "snubbed" by
the lOng of Pru""I" II. t a n Interview In Emll. The American "sense
of honor " til 1f!88 d"lIca l e Iha n tha i of t ll .. Jorench. It r equi red t ll"
t ypi cal Incident of vtoteece, Ille blO1\' lnK up of Ih e battleship
Ma ine In H a \"IlLa h a r bor In 1898, to precipitate t h e SJ)JJ.fllsll­
Amer ican war. It I.a not yet kno,,·n " w ho blew up the Maine ,"
t h ou&,h ",u'll'le lon 1-"01n 18 IU, !in!':..r at Ame r ican capitali""'.
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country is attacked and also, doubtless, if she attacks
another coun try. You are logical.

We, the anti-patriots, will not sacrifice at your bid­
ding the only possession we have, our lives, whatever
may be the motives or pretexts put forward. If we must
risk our lives, then we will risk them not in defending ou r
country, but in attcrnpting to found the socialist country
which we-already carry ing in our brains. TIle President of
the Court said the other day to a witness, citizen Men­
neret, who came to give evidence in my favor on behalf
of the Federation of the Yonne, that , if we did not obey
the order of mobilization in the Yonnc district , we should
have to pay dear: that we should be arrested. My friend
Monnere t replied ( as I should have replied myself) : " We
shall see who will do the arresting when that day comes."

CIVIL WAR!

O! I know , of course, that the Advocate-General is
horrified by the idea of civil war; that, he finds, is crim­
inal. The Advocate-General is logical; he knows very
well that if we had a civil war and our class were vic­
tori ous, it would be his class that would have to pay the
damage; whereas in a war between nations, we, the peo­
ple, whether victorious or vanquished, would have to pay.
He knows perfect ly well that the two govern ing classes,
even the one which was beaten, would always make some­
thing out of the war . The contractors who provide pape r­
soled boots and diseased meat for the soldiers, the manu­
facturers of armament s, the financiers who lend money
to their vanquished country at five and six per cent, all
these have nothing to lose by a war, even an unsuccessf ul
war.

The Advocate-General may not like civil war, but we
conside r that it is the only sort o f war which can possibly
be of any advantage to us. From all times it has been so
wherever a social revolution has tr-iumphed,

Gobier pointed that out to you when he said : " It is
owing to a revolution, tha t of 1789, completed by that of
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1792. which \\"3.S made in the fa ce o f the foreign foe, that
you are able, gentlemen of the jury, to sit on those
benches to try us, and that you , Mr. Advocate-General.
who a re of J ewish origin, are able to prosecute us."

H ad it not been for the revolut ion o f the 4th of Sep­
lember, 1870. also make in the face o f the forei gn foe.
the publ ic prosecutor, instead o f indict ing us in the name
of the Republic, would have indicted us in the name o f
the Empire.

And } 'OU may be sure, gen tlemen, that the Ru ssian
people will gain more by the civil war which they a re
waging at this moment against their rul ers, if the}" win
and even if they lose, than the Japanese people f rom their
victories in Manchuria .

If eve r we {ttl an}' interest at all in a war between
nations, it is in that exceptional case where the war, un­
der the guise of a war o f nati ons, is really a civil war, a
class war.

H our hearts go out to the soldiers of Valmy (6) ,
fighting against the banded monarchies and aristocracies
of all Europe, it is because the wars of the French Revo­
lution were only the extens ion th roughout Europe of the
duel which began in France between the Third Es tate
and the old absolutist and clerical order.

In the same way, if I said that in spite of my " nea r
sight, " which does not prevent me from using a rifle, I
would set out for Russia -s-and other comrades with me
who are not nea r sighted-in the event of the German
government's sending troops into Poland to break dow n
the Russian revolution, it is because, under the semblance
or a wa r o f nat ion on nation, a war between the Ru ssian
revolution and the German Kaiser would still be a civil
war, a war frem which we might, perhaps, bring forth
the European Socia l Revolution.
1---;0the event, th en, o f an order for mobilization, we

L ".aIm)". th e tleld of t he tint ~t battle of the F rench
RevolutkJn&ry . .... (s.pt.embo.r 3(1, In!l • • btore the revoluuonarY
. I'TIIJ'.... mai,n1y oomJlo(:lMd of Y_1lK. u"tralned volunte.1'8. drove b&ck
lhe ITUBBtlLO rOZ'C'M .ho had Ir\Vad", F ...TtC'e on bf>halt o r mono
afthy a nd react""""
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I
shall attempt to bring about the Revolution. in order tot
lay hold of the social wealth usurped today by a minority.
We shall transform the dwelling houses, now the property
of individual landlords , into communal property.

T HE NEW SOCIETY.
We shall work the factories, min es, all the great en ­

terprises, by our unions and our engineers. O ur uni ons
of workers will. administer , like great co-operative socie­
t ies, the big stores of toda y. Bya more rational and more
equitable organization of prod uction we shiJ! create a
society in which there will be well-being, knowledge, and
beauty for all ; a society which will be fa r better than that
o f today, even for your son s and daughters ; a socialist
count ry- a count ry which it will be worth our while to
defend aga inst the aggression, o f any bourgeoisie ~hatso­
ever.

T know very well that ou r collect ivist or communist
conception is repugnant to you ; that, at the very least , it
seems to you a mad Utopia. Utopia ? It is thus that
Louis XIV, Louis XV, and Louis XVI described the pre­
tensions o f your ancestors, the bourgeois revolutionaries,"
who dreamed of a society in which there would be no ab­
solute king , no privileged nobles, and no state religion .

[The President of the Court: " Mister Herve, you
are delivering a regular public lecture; you are trespassing
beyond the subject. The gen tlemen of the jury , by this
lime, quite understand your point of view. ]

Henle (continu ing ) : 1 am used to carrying on a dis­
cussion, and I assure you, Mister President, that I am in
the \'ery heart of my subject. It is necessa ry that the
jury should understand exactly the basis of our ideas , an d
for that, instead of making use of grand phrases abo ut
the revolut ion, phrases which too often conceal the sta rt ­
ling original ity of our doct ri nes , I am obliged to explain
precisel y, by concrete instances, the ideal for wh ich we
contend .

Gentlemen of the jury, what ou,;,t to reassur e you a
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littl e is the fact that we are in full ag reement with our
foreign comrades, particularly with our German com­
rades. They profess for the Germans of your class the
same sentiments that we pro fess for you. The German
capitalist class fi nds no more favor in their sight than the
French capitalist class does in ours.

OUR P ROPAGANDA IS INTERNATIONAL.
The Advocate-General , either through ignorance or

with the laudable object of terri fying you, gentlemen of
the jury, has ventured to deny that our propaganda is a
really international one, carried on from each side of the
frontier.

He has dared to maintain that the German workers,
at least- whose attitude naturally interests you the most .
-stand aside from our International.

Urbain Gohie r has already read to you some extracts
from the incendiary leaflets of which perhaps, Emperor
\ Villiam is Ignorant, but which abound none the less in
the German barracks.

Miguel Almereyde . secreta ry of the French section of
the International Anti-Militari st Association, will quote
othe r publications to you. H e will lay before you the
official o%an of the German section of the Association.

Speaking for myseIf- a socialist before everything,
and one who thoroughly understands the spirit of the
German Social Democracy-x-I should like to add some
supplementary facts which will edify and perhaps reas­
sure those members of the jury who fear that this propa­
ganda is confined to Fra nce alone.

The Advocate -General' s argument is exactly the same
as that put forward six months ago by certain comrades
of my party: The argument is, substantially, this :

" In France, which is, compa rat ively speaking, a land
of liberty Herve and his fr iends are able to propagate
their anti-p atriotic ideas.

" In Germany, where the authorities are better armed
against the authors of subversive ideas, that propaganda
cannot be carried on.
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"Consequently, when war breaks out. there wi11 be
insurrectional communes in France on the day of mobili­
zation, whereas in Germany, where it had been impos­
sible to carry on the same/ ropaganda, the workers will
march, like one man, behin the emperor; with the result
that France, just beca use she has a litt le more liberty than
Germany, will be invaded, crushed, and dismembered,"

And you trembled. in your pa trioti c hearts !
Reassure yourselves. gentlemen of the jury.
The Advccate-Generaf, once again, is badly informed

on the state of things abroad.
The re is no propaganda. however subversive it may be,

which the Gennan govern ment can prevent by rep ressive
measures.

And of that I will give you a palpable proof.

THE "IRON BISMARCK'S· FA ILURE

In 1878 there was at the head of the Gennan govern­
ment a man who was not without some rep utanon for
strength. 1 have only to name him, for you to admit that
a t once. His name was-Bismarck.

Alarmed at the progress of Social Democracy, which
at the election of 1877 had received a million votes, he re­
solved to employ strong measures to stem the movement.

He forged against social democracy the most ter rible
Iaws--laws similar to those which in a moment of pan ic
were forged in th is country aga inst the anarch ists. Tbey
called them over there the " I ron Laws."

All the German socialist groups were obliged to dis­
appear ; the journals of the pa rty ceased publication ; it
was forbidden under severe penalties to wr ite in a journal
or to pronounce on a public pla tform a word about social­
ism. Infractions of these laws were brought before the cor­
rectional courts, acti ng under administrative rule, which
were simply machines for distributin g )·ears of imprison­
ment. H undreds of active sociali sts were struck down ;
thousands of years of imprisonment were distributed ;

. and with what result , gentlemen of the jury ?
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At the very height of the persecution, the journal of
th e party. printed in S witzer land, penetrated even into the
Germa n barracks ; leaflets, similar to those which our rom­
rade Gohier read to you, were secre tly circulated in all
quarters , the for bidd en fruit being greed ily devou red b)'
the German workers. Neyer before had the propaganda
been so st renuo us or so fruitful.

\" hen in IBgo, a fter twel ve yea rs of persecut ion, the
Emperor consulted the political barometer, he was ter­
rified to find that instead of one million socialist votes it
reg istered two million-and-a-hal f I

Then he did what you would have done in his place.
Mr. Advocate-General, H e repealed the " Iron Laws."
a nd in so doing he showed to all the world th at the most
arbirtrary governments can do nothing aga inst resolute
men-men who are determined against all odds to propa­
ga te their idea s,

And what Bismarck could not prevent when Social
Democrat)" was only in its Infancy, do you' think that the
Emperor Will iam will be able to preven t, now tha.. there
a re three millions of socialist electors in Germany?

By temperament, and in order to avoid useless per­
secutions. the Gennan social democrats have never shown
an}' love for noisy demonstration of anti -patriotism, per­
suaded that their secret propaganda is Quite as profitable
to their cause as the more dangerous open propaganda.
That is the reason why in our International Conventions,
as well as in their own national conventions, the German
socialists may at times appear somewhat timid in th eir
a tt itude on anti -patriotism , But Empero r William is un­
der no delusion on the subject. He knows to a marvel
what the German workers think of him and of th e Ger ·
man fat herland.

Moreover, a good man}' o f our German comrades.
especially among the younger ones, desire to see the social
democracy take up a more combative, a more revolution­
aI)' attitude ; they follow with interes t. some of them with
passion, our an ti-patriotic propaganda in France.
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I had hardly finished writing my hook. "Le ur Patrie; '
before SOJTle of the comrades o f the Gennan Social Dew­
ocracy asked to be allowed to transla te it into Gennan,
which has DOW been done.

And, as a big book was not within everybody's means,
they asked me to summarize in a pamphlet, which they
would tran slate, the substance of our anti-patriotic ideas,
and they a ssured me that they would willingly undertake
to spread the pamphlet allover German,', in th e face of
the judges, police, and soldiers of the Kaiser.

But J OU ha ve had quite recently. gentlemen , a striking
insta nce of the in ternat ional cha racter o f ou r sOcialist
movement ; almost simultaneously in the F rench parlia ­
ment and in the German parliament the same words rang
ou t.

Ah! the parl iamentary socialists, in France as wen as
in Germany, ha n ' no love for those members of th eir
part}' who, especially at election time, scare the voters
with bruta l plain-speaking. instead of cajoling them with
high-sound ing but ambiguous phrases intended to recon­
cile opposing interest s.

But when an idea has made it s way in the revolution­
a ry ran ks, then even those in the pa rliamentary circles
begin to stir.

In forme r times the parliamentary socialists of F rance
and Germany were outspoken an ti-milita rists and inte r­
nationalists. You all know that Hebel in Gennany had
to spend eighteen months in a fortress prison for hav ing
protested aga inst the brutal annexati on of Alsa ce-Lor­
ralne. The German pa rliamentary socialists, more thor­
ough goi ng than ou rs, have even refused on every occa­
sion 10 vote for the war supplies in par liament : but , in
Germany just as in France, the parliamentary- socia lists
have always been ca reful not to shock the patriotic preju­
dices of the voters. Yet , qu ite recen tly in the F rench
Chambe r and in the Gennan Reichstag an entirely new _
tone was hea rd,
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For the first t ime in the history of the F rench Cham­
ber, by the voice of Marcel 5embat, an attack was open ly
made on the idea o f country ; and in the Gennan Reiche­
tag the voice of Bebel responded to him like an echo.

The veteran of-the German social democracy declared,
with brutal conciseness, to the chancellor of the empire :
"T ake .care ! If you maintain the German fatherland in
such a state that the German workma n begin s to doubt
whether it is to his interest to defend it , then take care
not to land us in a foreign war, for on that day you are
lost."

I have said enough, gentlemen of the jury, for you to
see clearly that our propaganda, carried on as it is on both
sides of the front ier , wm not lead to an inva sion or to a
dismemberment of your country by the German army, but
to a simultaneous rising of the F rench and the German
workers against their rul ers .

Mr. Advocate-General, you have said to me: "So
much the wors e for Herve if your ideas spread among
the people:'

No, Mr. Advocate-General, not so milch the worse for
. me, but so much the worse for you and for your class.

O ur threat. moreover, as you are all aware, is only a
conditional threat, like our threat to the officers who give
the order to fire on st rikers, since it depends on the rulers.
as it depends on the officers, whether our threats will be
put into execut ion.

Yes. so much the worse for the ruling classes o f
France and Germany if th ey commit the crime of pro­
voking an international war.

o Gentlemen, I have spoken, as you have seen, without
any anxiety to avoid prisbn, with not enough concern .
perhaps, for the liberty of my fellow-defendant s. I beg
them to excuse me.

Moreover, I do not ask you, gentlemen, to approve o f
my ideas , nor am I so simple-minded as to ask the Advo­
cate-General to do so; but I am sure that you will carry
awa}' with you the impression that our ideas-which. once
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more, are DOt mtTely my personal ideas-c-Iorm a solid
body of doctrine which has behind it as its sup porters
men who are not lacking in courage. and who are more
than a mere handful. It is not, as you tried to make out,
tol r. Advocate-Gene ral, an indi ..ridual opinion : it is the
opini on of labor organizations which numbe r thousand s
of militant workers, some of whom you ha..-e seen here as
witnesses for the defense. For instance, it was on behalf
of 85,000 organ ized woodsmen , the serfs of th e forest .
that our comrade Veuillat, secretary of the Na tional Fed­
erat ion of France. spoke yesterday.

In spite of the somewhat offensive bluntness of my
declarations, I coun t on an acquittal , Oh I you will need
all your courage 10 acquit us, You will have to fight hard
against the prejudice which your da ily newspa pers han
instilled into you, and which has made you look on us as
a 101 of demoniacs who pass thei r lime in insult ing the
officers of the army and in planting the nat ional flag on
the dunghill.

You wiIt ha ..-e to m ist the temptation to strike down
the ad versaries who have fallen into lour hands..

You will expose yourselves to the reproaches and the
jeers of your fri ends, who will never Ic rgive } 'OU for
having acquitted the man of "the flag on the dungh ill"
fame.

To those who would reproach }'OU for our acquittal,
you witt say first of all: " I t was impossible for us to con­
demn people for thei r opinions, however freely, and even
brutally, they may ' have express ed them ; and we could
not, in the twentieth century, incur the ridicule and odium
o f sending men to pr ison on the pretext that they were
heretics, and that their doct rines seemed to us to be dan­
ge rous ,"

And }·ou will add: "Resides, )'ou did not hea r, as we
did, the evidence- o f the witnesses, If } 'OU had heard, as
We did. the witnesses who described on oa th how the cav­
alry officers had horsewhipped the str ikers at Lcngwy,
and how certain employers treat the workers. )·ou wou ld
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have understood arid excused the exasperation of those
who signed the anti-militarist poster ."

And finally, if you cannot touch their feelings , )'ou
will tell them': " It was in our own interest, in th e interest
of our class, that we acquitted them ; we did not wish to
give them the glory of martyrdom, and thus increase their
moral au thori ty and th eir power of swaying the workers
with thei r ideas."

Ah Igentlemen , 1 tell you sincerely, it is in the interest
"of your class it self that we should be acquitted, ' 'Ie may
not he of the same class, we may conside r your class to
he the enemy of ours, yet, still the claims o f class have
not killed in us all feelings of humanity.

\ Ve know well that under your bou rgeois ga rb there
beats th e heart of a man, like our own. In the interest
o f your class itself, in the interest of the men and the
women of your class-s-our brothers and sisters in human­
ity- we would have )'ou pause before furth er exasperat ­
ing by a vindictive verdict, our class, which is already
sufficiently exasperated agains t you , I wish to pre serve
you fr om ferociou s reprisals. Today you are the stronger,
but you r domination witl not be eternal. I have an idea
that it will not last long, Pe rhaps you do not believe it.
Neither did the Czar, when a few yea rs ago he came here
in all his pomp and glory, believe that the day was so near
when he would have to settle accounts with his people.
When the dey comes for your class to settle it s accoun t
with us, we shall be happy, we the Jlrisoners at th e bar,
to be able to plead extenuating circumstances in your
favor. Please do not misunderstand me; I do not threaten
)'Otl with reprisals ; I do not want to terriIy you ; 1
imagine that fea r has no more influence on you than on
us. But, as we do not hold )'ou individually responsible
for the evils of the present social system, we desire that
the approaching Revolu tion should make as few victims
a s possible among your class , \Vhen the tum comes for
our class to judge yours, we shall be glad to be able to
sa)' to the more exasperated and bitter of our comrades
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that, in the time of your might there were decent people
among you, which is the truth; tha t there were judges,
like the good judge Magnaud and the good judge Sere de
Rivieres, among your justices ; that there were courteous
presidents of the court, like the one here today, to pre­
side over the proceedings; that there were advocates­
general who did not stoop in the mud to find insults to
fling at the accused ; and that there were jurymen, like
those of Auxerre, of Trof es, and even of ultra-patriotic
Paris, who did not hesitate to acqui t their political
opponents.

INSURRECTION RATHER THAN WAR
And, now that I have shown you the menacing side

of our revolutionary socialism-the class war-let me in
conclusion, gentlemen of the jury, point out to you the
broadly humanitarian side of it, so that you may point it
out also to those who might be led to reproach you for our
acquittal. How is it that you have not felt that it is we
who form your best rampart again st the German Em­
peror? It is not your rifles that the Kaiser fear s, but the
rifles of the German social democrats, those comrades
who, on the other side of the Rhine, are carrying on ex­
actly the same propaganda as we are here!

AU of you, even the most ult ra-patriotic, desire peace,
do you not ? You would much prefer to see the big finan­
ciers of your capitalist class settle their differences with
the big financiers of other countries by int ernational arbi ­
trat ion. But perhaps you wi ll say to yourselves : "These
arbi tration tribunals are noth ing but a farce. T hey settle
petty secondary questions, but when some big affair comes
up the matter is sett led by cannon-shots. The Czar of the
Hague Conference acted just 'the same as the others."
Well, we have found a recipe for compelling govern­
ments, all governments, including that of the Kaiser, to
settle thei r disputes, all their disputes, by arbit ration.

Our recipe consists in propagating, on both sides of
all fron tiers, and particularly in France and Germany, our
war-cry against war : "Insurrection Ra ther Than \Var! "
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We wish. in fact, to save your sons, as well as the
sons of the people, fr om the horrible death of the battle-
field. .

If you th row us into prison, and if, by some impos­
sible haza rd, you stamp out our propaganda, then beware
lest a war breaks out, perhaps at no distant day, and cut
down, in the flower of their age, the beings who to }'OU

ar e the most dear. Beware, lest the mother o f your son
should come to you with accusing mien and cry :
" W retch ! There were men who, at the risk of their liber­
ty, tried to show the people a mean s of stopping govern­
ments from waging war, fro m killing my son ; and it was
you, wretc hed one, who th rew these men into prison !"

Loud and repeated a pplaUl.e. T he president thnateD.ll to
eieer the court.

The jury ret urrIl!l wIth Il v('nllet o f " G uilt y , without e",tenu llt­
hlg clrcum..tances. ··

Interro~at"d ae to the appllcatlon of the penalt y. an Ihe prJs_011""" "how a mocking and undaunted front .

Gustave Herve : I than k the gentlemen of the jury.
for the piece of work they have just done. I thank them
for having illustrated and confirmed in such a striking
manner the thesis which I put forward here on pat riotism
and the class war. You had sworn to judge without
hat red and without fear-

The President : " Do not address the jury; address
your remarks to the Court. "

Herve : Gentlemen of the Court , they had sworn to
t ry us with out hatred and.without fear. They have judged
us with class ha tred and with the fear of the press , o f
their f riends, and of the public opinion o f the ir class.
They have widened the breach between their class and
ours: they have dug deeper the pit into which we shall
hurl them!

BIOGRAP HICAL SKETCH.

Gustave Herve is a nat ive of Brittany. H e was born in 1871.
in the naval dockyard town of Brest. His parents were of the
working class, and could only prov ide for the ordinary school­
ing ; but by the help of a frien d of tile family he was enabled to
continue his studies ; and after years of hard work and pri vat ion,
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he rose step by sttp., uTTYing on propaganda all the wbile. to the
ProfC:SSOfship of History at the State CoUea:e iD the "tvwn ('f
Sen s, in the: department of the Venne.

Herve th rew himself with great enagy into the socialist
p~ganda in this region. accentuating the anti-militarist , ide
o f It by a series of articles in the local socialist pape r. ODe of
these articles, "Drapeau de Wagram," perhaps the most powed ul
indM:tmmt of war and militarism ~tf written. contained the
famous phrase abou t planting the flag on the dunghi ll, and caused
I\w;:n a scandal that the gover nmen t dismissed him from his post_
He was also prosecuted for the articl t1 but acqui tted by the JUry.
At that tri al, and on two or th ree subsequent occasions, he was
defended by Arist ide Briand, then an obscu re bar rister proftssing
violent revol utionary op,inions. afterward the Prime: Minister of
France, and the "hero' of the French ra ilway workers' str ike
of 1910.

On being dilOmis'lCd from the college Herve devoted himself
entirely tv propaganda among the peasan ts o f the YOlIne. touring
the country side on foot. He ccennued his anti-ctilita rist eon­
t ributions to the local press, which led to fu rther prosecutions
and further acquitfili.

It was durin$ this period that his ant i-militarism developed
into anti·palriotlsm ; and when in 19(1,') the d i~e arose bttwc:eD
the FrCIICh and the German govcmmcnts over Morocco, Herve
brought befo re the Frmc:h Socialist Part)·, on behal f of the
Socialist Federation of the Yoene, the policy ex pounded in th is
pamphlet,

These extreme views wert na turally received with violent op­
position by ~ orthodox leaders and the moderate sections of
the party; but with the acnve ~upport of the powerful Ce nera t
Con federa tion of Labor of Franc,", the anti-militar ist and anti ­
patr iot ic propaganda has become a force to be reckoned with in
France; and the recent great anti-war demonstrations in Ber lin
and othe r German eldes (IP11), show that it is also becoming a
fo rce on the" othe r side -of the Rhine.

As a result o f the anl i-p::lltriotic menace to the rulers of F rance,
Herve has sper1 t a ~"'-t part of his time in jail dur ing the pad
"t ven years, where: he continues his acti vity th rough articles in
his paper. "La Cnerre Sociale" (TM Social War) , During lbe
s ummer of 1911 he was again halrd before the Court of Assizes
on account of articles in his paper signed. "Cn Sans-Patrie"
(one without a country) _ Prior tv th i, trial, lime issued the
fono"ing dd1ancc in a letter to the pro~ling attorney, ,,·h.ich
appeared in " La Cuerre Socia le," June 13, 1911: •

"Tuesday morning 'La Guerre Sociale' appea red once more in
the Cou rt of Assizes., in the penon of its managing edito r. m}'
comrade Auroy, a building worker, because of an anic1e en-
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tided 'The Funeral Riles of CeloMI Mono' and 5igncl 'Un Sans­
Pa trie. ' & f'Vtryone knows. 'Un San s-Pateie is my5et f. You may
no.... wish 10 gi ve orders to include me in the prosectl tioas.. I
profit by the occa sion to in fonD you that I am also the author
of all the artic:1es, signed or not, apvuring in the s.ame Goerre
Sociale on the occasion of the railroad strike, such as those con­
taining provocat ion s to sabotage, and. 1 know not ho.... man y
other, crimes and misdemean ors. • • . Seeing it is 51111 n«U5ary,
alltr 40 yean o( rep ublican etiquette, to fight (o r tha t liberty
of the press ",-hich the republicans und er the Empire proclaimed
so loudl)', we will fight I And I assu re you that yo u will t ire o f
prosecuting us, my fr iend s and myself , before we ourselves be­
come ti red of p_as sin~ our lives in your prisons."

Meanwhile, Herve is still in ja il, and ha s recentl y had two
}'ean added to a four )'ea rs' sentence, on account of his audaciou5
propaganda. But hi s anti-pat r iotic, . nti-milita ri st an d rebe l ilka,
are at large, and a rt gaining ground in f"l,"f'ry coun try on the
glob<.

With the UCf'(ltion of the ritle, ",hich we ha ve changed from
~Anti-Patrioti:sm" to " Pa t rioti sm an d the Worktr," and • few
minor technic1t changes in the body of the work , the present
tnnsla tion of Herve sPf'C'Cb is the same as that used in iu pub­
licat>on by H. Btaumont & Son. Bradf ocd. England. to ...hich
W t kg to offee our acknowledgments.

I. W, W. P UBLJSHIKG BUREAU.
J anaary, 1912.
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