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Industrial
Unionism

THE ROAD TO FREEDOM

" A peasant in Revolt is infinitely wiser
than the learned philosopher who tries to
forge an apology for his cha ins. "

Kossuth.
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FOREWORD

The IItrUggle of the wage worken tor 1D4Q.5tr1al t'reec1oaI
La rut 1I.8811m1ng proportions that ch&Ile~. the atteott.oa of
all cL\ases In preM!Ilt da.7 BOdety.

The OpprellSlTO coDd.1t1ons under which the n.at ma.,Jorl17
or ....age workers mlUlt 11n .b t orclng the members of thAt
c1a.oJB to aeell: tor a mea.ns of reli ef. That March for relief
mtut of neeess1~ be a question t or knoWledge. It IJ, with
the sincere bope of beiDg able to in lIOII18 meuure 1IJl tbU
demand tor knowledge 011 the part. of my class tba.t tlI1s
pa.mplllet has been written.

With the en41Dg of the revolt of the sInes 1D the TutU.
MWs of the New En,:1and. Text1le d1stI1ete, the Rnli:11to
~a.ks out In the Lumber d1strlctlI of the 8ouUL. The aJ1IIW'81'

ot the m.utn'I of t.he bread In the 8out.bem C01UItrJ' 18 t!M
same .... the annreT of their kind in t.IIe t" away N_
Engla.nd. 8b.tea. nat &IIlnrer fa. the leaden ballet. of the
b.lred thug and the llOidlet'; the club ot the lIpeC1a1 pol1eem.a.n;
the dhe&8ll-ridden Jail with the Ihado.... of the g aUoW"ll eTeI'

~ CU1tDred N ew Eng1&nd Is jolli ed. by tbe arlst.oc:rat1e
South in a feast ot blood.

It 15, therefore . fitttng that I should dedIcate this pamphlet
to fellow worker A.. L. :Emeraon and hia sixty-four l ellow
workers w ho au now awa.l.t1ng trial In the courts of Lot11A.
ana. becau&e they dared to raise the blUUler of revolt agaSut
the reign or the Lumber KingI 01 the BouUl . Therefore, to
Ul8P1 It !II dedicated. and I sInoetel1 bope that Its sale wU1
help to provide the ftuu!1J neceaaa.ry to secure l or them tbe1r
tnedom, that they may eaee more take up the won: of the
Catulll they h aTe lIer't'ed 10 we D In the put.



I NDUSTRIAL UNIONIS~I THE ROAD
TO F REEDOM.

Rising out of condit ions that have long
become unsupportable, that were never in­
tended shou ld benefit but the few, conditions
that are a Iiving outrage on the lives of th e
working class of the nation ; I ndust rial
Unionism, the One Big Union, of all the
workers of all trades and all industries j

striving energetically and with devoted en­
thusiasm for til e once burning idea l and hope
( If the world 's toilers Solidarity to the end
of aeeomplishtng final and complete indus­
t r ial ema ncipa tion, is no longer a mere plan
or scheme to foist upon the wage work ers
(If the land.

Witness F rance, r erv reeentlv and most
successfully the effor ts and triumph ill Eng­
land. Hear th e echo and r umblin g. The

"masters at home will soon have to deal with
it much as they may dislike to or pretend
nud prate tha t the U American wage work­
ers ere too level-headed and steady to ru n
off at 11 tangent like the hord es of Europe. "
It is now a living force, a movement aim­
ing at certain immedia te objects anti im­
bued with definite and lofty principles.
appl.ving up-to-date tacti cs that means ulti­
mate success, "Not seek lng to live on the
t radition, history and glory of a past, but is

•



INDUSTRIAL UNIONISM

:1 det ermined and ent husia stic effort on the
part of consciou s workers to live and st rug­
gle for better working conditions now and
never lose sight of the main objcct-FJma.ll ­
eipoiien.

Hitherto the effort ha s been ignored,
laughed at even by men and women that prf'­
tended very noisily to know the a ims and
hopes of labor. This element has arroga ted
to itself the right to program til e workers'
activit ies. But in spite of opposition, OJl Cll

and secret , by self-appointed guardians and
enemies, th e ideas and the movement is
reaching a point that compels a ttent ion pa r­
tieularly from the enemy. It has come CHi

the floor fo r discussion and all amendments
offered, side -stepping done, calumny, efforts
to postpone and conciliate, will ne ither ad ­
journ nor abate the discussion.

It is said that 0111" idea s nro iurpraet ieal.
T hat is t rue. F rom the sta ndpoint of 01<1
Institutions interests a nd th eir beneficia­
ries; the new is always impractical.

W e also hear it said that our efforts arc
dangerous. Y eR, gentle reader, 0111' irlons,
our principles and object are certainly t1:HJ~

gerous and menacing, applied by a united
working class would shake society and cer­
tainly those who are now on top sumptu­
ously feeding upon the good jthings the~'

have not produced would feel tho shock. .

•



(lun PHl K CI PLEf;-OUH AIMS.

••Th e working clcu;/'i amI the e111 ]Jloyi1lg lIat'e
7I(Jilt ing i n ccrmmOll/ '

That is more and more forc ibly and elo­
quently being brought home to our class.
\\~ hat.('Yer failu re the agitator may make ill
impre ssing th e toilers of the contl ict of in­
terests between employers and employees, is
most eloquently and convincingly Impressed
now as in th e pas t, by the policemen's clubs.
th e whip and the mace of State troopers,
militiamen's bayonets , soldiers I machine
b'1lDS, jails, hull P(,I1~ and scaffold, a nd such
other "civi lized wcapons and methods" that
capitalism Heeds to impress on the slaves the
sanefity of property ri ghts and " freedom
to labor."

Certainly there can be no common in ter­
est between those who own the tools, the
machines, factories, mines, mill s and land,
with the workers who do alJ of the produc­
ing. One class does all the work, p roduces

•



all, suffers all the hardships necessa ry to ac­
complish th e ta sk. 'Inc other class OWllS,

but does not know, DOl' cares to know, how
to produce wealth, yet persists by rigbts tbat
it labels "Ir-gnl" and otherwise to live Up OIl

which it does 1I0t produce.

.. There can he no peace so long fI S !Lunga
and u·ant arc found amfmg millions of
1l'orkiug people, and the [e u: who make U1J
the employiug class 1I01·C (Ill the good
things of li f e."

One class works long hours under coudi ­
tions generally and necessarily established
by and suitable to the masters of industry,
receives low wages. so that there may he
hlgh dividends and profits for the masters .
For it must be borne in mind longer h011J~

mean grea ter wealth produced, low wages
mean greater profits for the capita lists.
Shorter hours mea n less product ion by each
worker or group of workers, therefore th e
('xpense to th e masters is grea ter to product'
: ~ certain amount of wealth. H igh wages,
shorter hours , better shop condit ions that
will p rotect life and limb are obj ected to by
the cap italist for a thousan d and one "rea-

T



b;OnfiRIAL UNIONISM

501IS," but really because it all means
jn-eater- cost- thus less divldends-c-resulting
in Jess palaces, less automobiles, less silk
dresses for their wives and daughters.

To th e working class, shorter hours means
less exertion of energy, longer lives, more
workers employed, less co mpetit ion for jobs,
higher wage s, more bread, better houses ,
happier- lives.

Members of the upper class are known to
die for eating too much. Members of the
laboring class die for want of enough to cat.

Who can he so stupid or kna "ish as to ta lk
(If peace bet ween these two cJ8.S.-"CS "I

And ret there are some, quite a few, who
do 80 , pa rt icularly aft er a feast at a Civic
Federation meeting.

H R et ulcen thcse two d ORRe ii It st ruggle must
go on unfil tlte workers of the -'world or­
ganize as a class? take posseesio» of the
earth and the machin ery of production
and aboliflh the 'wage system.?I

,,:re can just about hear a chorus of well
kept an d well fed ones, U All th is is wron g, ,.
H You will thus overthrow all established
usages, Ja ws, custom!'! and institutions."

•



But the conscious worker who know s what
spri ngs guide the minds and mouths of the
mainta ined ones shout, " Hosan na t That is
righ t ! More power to you !" .

"These are ideas subvers ive to our elvih­
zation, they st r ike a t the very roots of
things, they end anger the rights of private
property upon which our Republic is
based, " hin ts the owner of industri es, the
exploiter and despoiler of labor.

"Ag-dinst all laws, constitution, p rece­
dents and authority, it 's a conspiracy ; yes,
sedition, treason," says the man in legal
vestu re .

II Free lovers and enemies of inst it uti ons
long establ ished and respected," thunder!'
the morali st who may be drawing his rents
fr om gay houses.

"They would dest roy 0 111' union and en­
danger the amicable relations now existi ng
between employers and employees," croak s
the " tabor leader " of the croft union.

"For the interest of civi lization, that so­
ciety mar be saved and in line with our dn­
ties. the place l OT· folks holding such danger­
nus notions is the ja il," cry the pollee.

•



I NI>USTIUAL l.:'XIOXISM

.. Lynch them, " shouts the whole motley
crew who benef it greatly from the present
economic urrungethent.

&l Amen," sa nctimoniously grumbles the
black-robed hypocrite who a lleges to be thv
mi nister of 0 041 and a follower of the Lowly
Nazarene,

And thus society is defended, saved awl ,
blessed.

This motley crew would be indeed uu­
grateful if they would not offer their de­
fense and hosannas to a society that is so
generous to th em as to feed and clothe them
with th e Lest and yet require no labor fro m
them,

As loug as one class performs no functi on
i ll production only as parasit es and socia l
spon ges, is too lazy an d impotent to work,
hut lives and ri ots in plenty- and our class,
the wea lth producers-produce an, makes
..Il, digs all the coal ; in a word, makes Iife
worth while and brings Into being hy its
labor and travail all th at life necessitates,
and yet IiVCF: in want , is paid wages which
at 1)('~1. and hi~lll'st only reprr-sents a part
of the ent irc prodnct ; a struggle is inevi ­
tabl e.

"



T HE R OAD TO PREEDOM

Those who are serious and who respect
themselves and their education will not dis­
pute that labor with its hands and brains
produces a ll wealth. \Ye industrial uni on­
ists hold, and every day experiences tend
eloquently to prove and convince all that our
contention is correct.

I n the ratio as capitalists grow stronger
and more secure in their ownership of in­
11l1Sh ")', more and more pa rasitical in pro­
duction; they also grow arrogant with the
feeling and sat iety of power; they become
tyrannical in their conduct towards th e
workers: j ust in that ratio the laboring class
develops, in power by virtue of the great
numbers assembled together in various in­
dustries, in consciousness by the experiences
uud lessons it receives in its daily st ruggle
for more bread and greater economic rights,
I ts vision extends further than mere shorte r
hou rs, higher wages and matters of that
nature.

It acquires class fr elinW\ class knowledge
and conceptions with a realizat ion that.
struggle as it may, gain as many victories as
possible i the age-long class conflict can only
come to an end when Hthe workers of th e

11



I N DUSTRIAL UNIONIBM

world organ ize as a class, " change society
from the 'very basis through the medium and
power of their industrial organization an d
keep on producing wealth, not as hitherto,
only for the partial benefit of th e prod ucers,
but on the principle that U Labor is the pro­
ducer of all social wealth, th erefore, to the
producers belongs the full product of their
efforts. "

Unquestionably from the standpoint of
the coupon clippers an d their re tainers,
anything the workers do that either tends
to merely obtain more bread or any efforts
th at tend to unsaddle the masters altoge ther
is considered wrong, ethically, legally, re­
ligiously and b)" every other measu rement,

From the standpoint of the mamers those
who aid, abet and san ctify their ri ght to
plunder th e workers are considered para­
gons of virtue an d good citizenship.

A scab who works while men and women
are struggling for humane conditions is
hailed as a true type of "an American
hero." Those who willingly work for low
wages, satisfied to work long hours under
miserable conditions, never even whimper,..



refuse to band with their fellows in a com­
mon effort to better things, are styled "The
in dependent American citizen who refuses
to allow the pernicious doctrines of labor
agitators to sway them from their pat ri otic
duties," etc. The judges, the procurators
of the State, the police and soldiers, whu
shoot, club and imprison in the interest of
capitalistic p roperty and social interests an
hailed as the "Saviors of Society." 'I'hose
who, under the cloak of r eligion and alleged
loyalty of the Nazarene, offer prayers to the
rich and command the poor to be satisfied
with their lot on earth, who apologize and
offer extenuations for child labor in the
mines and factor ies-are set up as the very
pillars and columns of Order, Law and
Religion.

But, if history teaches right, we know this
much-right an d wrong are relative terms
-and it all resolves into a question of
Power. Cold, unsentimental Power. F rom
the standpoint of aecepted law, morals, r e­
ligion, ete., the cap italists are consi dered
right and j ustified in their control and
ownership of industries and exploitation of

"



lNDUBTRllL UNIONISM

labor because they have the means to hire,
and have organized a gang that skulks un­
der the name of II Law, Order an d Author­
ity, " that is well paid and well kept to in­
terpret and execute laws in favo r of the
paymasters of course.

Our country has been ra vaged and stolen
by industrial pirates an d Joel, learned j udges
Lave decreed that it was " Iegal." Attor­
neys and politicians have written lengths
briefs and argued long and eloquently,
preachers have spoken wise sermons : ill
short, whatever the king has done, the corn'­
tiers have most humbly considered right and
th e guards and men-at-arms been ready to
see that the slaves did not rebel against it
all

Prepared to carry out the capitalists '
every will, this kept-crew is well paid, en­
trenched and armed, and while it hides UD­

der the silk skirts of Mesdames " Law and
Order," is as desperate and brutal a crew
as Cl oer scuttled a ship or quartered a man.

Yet with this alone Capitalism could-not
Jive.

It is th e false concept ion and conscious-

"



ness of the vast maj ority of the workers
who hold up the hands of the master class,
and in th eir ignorance look upon the rich as
the symbols of all that is virtuous, noble and
wise, while if they were conscious of the
facts th ey would look upon private property
of socially necessary things as the great so­
cial cr ime and the owners and upholders as
so many social criminals, that makes it pos­
sible for it to live.

New conceptions of R £ght and lVrong
must generate and permeate the workers.
We must look on conduct and actions that
advance the social and economic position of
th e working class as Right, etbically, legal­
ly, religiously, socially and by every other
measurement. That conduct and those ac­
tions which aid, helps to maintain and gives
comfort to the capitalist class, we must con­
sider as W Tong by every standard.

The wage system implies the existence of/
two economic classes. Under it the workers
suffer. it means no end of st rife, th erefore
from the standpoint of the workers it is
Wrong and it is Righi to get togeth er as a
class and abolish the wage system, and in its

i s



llol'DG8TRlAL U NIONIS M

place erect the Co-operati ve Common­
wealth, the Rule of the Proletariat-
" We find that the centering of the manage­

ment of indu.()tries into [ewer and [ewe«
hands makes the trade unions unab~ to
cope with the ever-growing power of the
employing cla.ss."
Because they may have some skill and

look upon it as so much property, some
workers in the past have organized int o
trade unions; that is, a union for each sep­
arate trade. TWs system of unionism is
typified by th e American Federation of
Labor. It is an organ ization of one sepa­
rate union for eaeb trade, although trades
may be employed in the same factory or in ­
dustry.

It is a " unioni sm" that may have been
good enough in its day, when learning a
trade was necessary and th e vast majority
of th e workers were required to be crafts­
men. The trade uni ons were useful in th eir
day, same as th e ox cart was useful and most
essential ; yes, of utmost utility in transpor­
tatlon, but it bad to make way for something
more efficienl ..



THE R OAD TO B REEOOM

with the ever greater development of
machinery and concentration of industries,
trade lin es are erased, the workers more an d
more are redu ced to one common level of
labor and servitude.

'I'he capitalists-not because of any spirit
or fecling of Solidarity, but in the struggle
among themselves for the products they
steal from labor have been driven to con­
centrate their economic power into huge in­
dustries, and in turn the small citizen alli­
ance has made way for the One Manufac­
turere' Associat ion or Employers' Associa­
tion. They have done away with the trade
lines. Their associations arc not composed
of employers exploiting the workers of one
trade, but covel'S the exploitation of work­
crs of every trade in th e industry. So that
the " trade union" has become obsolete and
now only manages to live on the recollec­
tions and bonds of age and tradit ions.
UTil e trade mu"ml R fo st er (I. stale of affairs

which allows one set of workers to bd
pitted against another set of workers in
the same industry, thereby helping defeat
one another in 11)nge ware."

"



I NDUSfRIAL U NIONISM

w ith the pernicious system of each trade
organizing and look ing out for itself, sign­
ing contracts and agreements with th e em­
ployers th at bind the workers of a certain
craft for a definite and long term of years
to work certain hours under certain condi ­
tious for certain wages without taking into
account and consideration the rest of the
workers in the same establishmen t or indus­
try, workers are divided and defeated.

Experience and history for the past few
years abound with in stances where worker s
organized into tr ade unions in spite of
th emselves, helped the employers defeat
vibe l' workers, organized as well as unor­
ganized, sk illed as well as unskilled. Cases
a re too numerous to mention where we have
witnessed one set of- "union men " scab 011

another sct of wor kers , also un ionists, who
wer e struggling fo r better conditions. Yes,
we call it scabbing, un ion workers remained
a t work alongside of strikebreakers, a ided,
abetted and gave comfort , even to the haul­
ing and furnishing food to scabs in st rike­
bound places.

. W e call such conduct by its proper name,
11



THE RoAD TO ~'REEDOM

hideous as it may sound, the"pure and si.tll­
I'lc" t rade union " leaders" call it " non­
in ter fe rence" or "trade autonomy."

.. ~11 oreorer~ the trade wnions aid ttie employ­
ing class to mislead the workers into tkc
iJelt'ef tit at the workers hare intereete in
common 'ld th their e'lnployers: ~

Trade unions inva r iably are pledged to
the program of the " co-operation of th e
classes" and prate of the. community and
identity of interests between labor er s and
enpitalists. The l ea ders are a lways talkin g
of the "brotherhood of capi tal and labor. "

Out of such dangerous teachings comes
tile justification and the annual fea sts, the
Civic F ederation dinners at the w al dorf
Astoria (New York Cit y) , where captains
of indust ry, men like Andrew Carnegie,
August Belmont and a host of other labor
exploiters, whose opposition to the efforts
aud hopes of labor is well known and has
been marked in historical instances, meet in
jolly and sumptuous feast with Samuel
Gompers. President of the Am erican Fed­
eration of Labor, ,Tobn Tobin of the Boot
nnd Shoe Workers, J ohn Golden of the

"



I NDL'BTRIAL U NIONISM

United Texti le Workers, aud so on ad infin­
itum et nauseam.

Th ey gather presumably to " discuss and
help to solve the labor problems" but in fa ct
to partake of the fl esh pots they haw'
stripped from labor, to pun the wool over
the eyes of th e wage work ers 80 that the
chains of wage labor- may be li nked ever
more secure 011 the limbs of our class. that
(lU I' hopes and idea ls may be dragged in the
mire and capita lists given assurance of a
long day more of safe and contented sla very
on the part of the wealth producers.

And now when the history and objects of
the Civic F ederation ha ve become notorious
and its evil p racti ces and outra ges are evok­
ing from the many times defeated and h('­
trayed worker s curses and protest s that
reach to the heavens, a second editi on of the
Civic F ederation has been organized under
th e name of the "Militia of Christ. " Con­
eeived in the sacristy. bor n on the floor of
the St. Louis, Mo. (1910) couvent ion of the
Ameriean F ederation of L abor, held at bap­
!ism by preachers and labor leaders, it is a
new conjure to keep the workers in a men­
tal stupor and economic slavery...



TIlE RoAD TO .F REEDOM

" These conditions can be cllallgOO and the
interest of the u:orking class u pheld only
by an organization form ed in such a 'way
that all its members in any industry or in
ull industries, if necessury, .cease ieork
schenever a stri ke or lock out is on in any
departmc1lt thereof, thus making an in­
j 1lry to oae an i nju ry to ull."

'I'h e Indust rial \\'orkers of the \\"orl d is
the "organization formed in such a wav. t7

The 1. W. W. does not organize by trades,
hut by in dustries. All the work ers in any
plant, factory, mine, mill or any given In­
dustry in a given locality organize in one
Local Indust ri al Union. All the local in ­
dustrial unions of a given general industry
are banded together in the Nat ional I ndu s­
tria l Union. The National I nd ustr ial Union s
a re banned again stronger in the Industrial
Department and then all Departments, six
in all , are br ought under one head, the Gen­
eral Administ ration of the 1. W. W . O"e
Big Union of all workers, welded together
in such a manner that, imbued with the war
cry "an in j ury to one ij::; an injury to all," all

n
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its members can act togethe r in fighting the
common enemy.

Industr ial Unionists disdain to lower th e.'
history and ideals of the working class by
entering Into contracts or agreements with
employers whereby the condit ions th at a re
generally forced by the stronger economic
'power are made a basis for any sta ted
period .

The workers in order to uphold what they
a re able to wres t from employers must he.'
eyer alert and ready wit h weapons that spell
Solidarity and if they wish to advance fur­
ther, their union must be a ll a rmy ready t«
move on short notice and ta ke quick deci­
sions, otherwise it is lost. To be able to do
th ese things it must be free not only in limbs
hnt mentally. Contracts an d agreements
tend to foist a false feeling of secur ity 0 11 till '

worker an d on the day of need-s-defeat
looms up bemuse of th e false security- lack
of preparat ions.
"Lnstead of the c01Iservati,,'e motto? t A f air

day?s u'ages fOT a f air day?!; icork ' u'e
must imcnoe on 0 1l T batlner the ret.:olu­
Uonary 1t"atcJul-'ord, I A botition of the u'age
81lst em '." ..



As we have stated before there is no gain­
saying that La bor produces all wealth.
C,llltalism is based on th e robbery of th e
workers. Th ose who own industries but do
not work in them, pay wages to the workers
and keep profits to themselves. But bot h,
p rofit and wages, are only tho product of
La bor. 'Vage~ a rc part of the tota l product
pa id to la bor. P ro fit, gene ra lly the biggest
part, ca p ital ists appro priat e to themselves
fino call it their "legal share;"

I ndustrial Unionists know nothing of
"Iegnl sha re " nor of " reasonable profits,"
ns all wealth, however little, acquired with­
out labor is robbery. I nd ust r ial Unionists
know no bargain to li fe. To L'11k of a " fair
(lay 's work " is to talk of th e.pack horse with
,I fa ir load ou his back; to ta lk of a "fair
clay's wage" is to ta lk of a reasonably filled
II01'e ba g for th e horse th at has done the
packing.

"Fair day's work and fa ir day's wages"
imply a quest ion of right and wrong. How­
1'\"(" ', th is is a class ~iety composed and di­
vi.led in robbe rs and robbed and each class
has its own notion of r ight ann wrong, fai r..



INDUSTHIAL UNIOKISM

and unfair. At any rate, if labor produces
all wealth-what else is a fair day's work
except the one the workers will legislat e in
their union ball stating how many hours to
work and that fa ir payment will be the en­
tire products to the producers ~

Let a sordid and conserva t ive world talk
itself out of its senses and be exploited to
the marrow by capitalists. Let the paraders
keep 011their banner the motto of the middle
ages guilds "a fair day 's wage for a fair
day 's work. "

weworkers of the twentieth century will
march steady with heads erect, our hearts
beating in unison and resolved with our aim
fixed on the new society and on our standard
un furled to the free breeze, we have in­
scribed the. rallying cry and glowing hope
of the world's workers, " LABOR I S EN­
1'ITLED TO ALL IT P R ODUCE S. "

H It is the historic mission of the working
dass to do away u"ith capitalism. .The
army of production must be organized.
not only for the every day struggle with
('apitaUsts, but also to carryon nrodvc-..
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tion when calntal£sm shall have been over­
tlsroum; B y organiz,ing industrially 'we
are forming the structure of the new 80~

defy u:ithill the shell of th e old."
Such are " dangerous " notions to capita l­

ism. The Industrial W orkers of th e World
propagates these very ideas, it has and will
continue-of this we feel sure and sa tisfied
- to meet with the opposition of the employ­
ing class. It is to he expected. Such a
course on their part but proves the correct­
ness of our principles.

The employers well realize that once the
workers begin to seriously organize as a
cJa8S, with class hopes and ideals, and look
ou t for themselves as a class, with interest !"
distinct and opposed to all other classes, that
once the spir it of solidarity takes firm hold
in the hearts and minds of th e workers, their
(capitalists) occupation as parasites will be
gone. The danger and fear of having to go
to work to live is an ever recur ring ni ght­
mare that occurs to them ever in th eir hours
of great revelry and riot. Th ey would if
1educed to extremes, be willing to make any
concession always with th e feeling that th ey
enn successfully juggle matters so as to keep

ss
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ill the saddle. Therefore is accounted th eir
rea diness to look with favor to movements
that do not aim at changi ng the economi c
relations between wage workers and capital­
ists.

Compromise for pelf and p ower has been
the oue grea t weapon of the capitalis ts even
in the ir own dav of st ru ggle against the then
economic and ruling class. 1t is a \v-eapou
and a means whereby th ey seduce the r ebel­
lious sp ir it of the workers . A time ser ving
policy. They have cause to fear and dread
at th e rule of labor.

But you, fellow workers i l l labor, com­
ra des in suffer ing , what have you to fea l'

f rom such program If

You, the hundreds of thou sands, aye the
millions, who ha ve ItO shops, ItO tuiues, Jil l

mills, no land, no home!

y ou, wh ose consta nt companion is want
and pover ty, whose Jot is long hours of hard
wor k for meagre pay, who have only your
labo r power-c-yourselves-ctc sell to a master
- in the labor market that is ever cr owded
- as the only means of making a living.

You, a member of the work ing class, th a t
II
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produces annually a n a verage of $2,400.00
w011h of wealth ~U1d receives less than
$450.00 ill wages.

You workers whose sisters, 'vrives and
moth ers have been Ill-h ell out (If th e homes
into mills and factories to compete with Y01l

and ln-imr ~·Ol1I' wages down.
You, whose children have been driven out

of the playground and kidnapped from the
schoolhouse and strapped to the machine in
the mills and shops, th at their young Jives.
their very la ughter und joy denied, may be
rolled lind coined iutn RO ma ny dollar s for
the plea sure and sa tisfaction of a fe w I n­
dustrial 11er008.

You, of the wage working class, of whom
it was requ ired that in (1 )(' year over fo rty
thousand workers-a-men, women and chiJ­
dreu-c-should he ki lled ill the indust r ies of
this nation. bu rned to death as ill the Tri ­
<l lll-{Ie f ire of New York Citv, their livex
snuffed out in coal mine explosions an d in it

thousand various ways.
The blood of th ese workers, it seems, was

1J( 'I..ded to grease ami spur th e machines in
tile mill s of our masters. Their lives sncrf-

"
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flced all because human beings are cheaper
than the application of sa fc ty appliances
which cost money and would reduce profits;
and, since the great god to whom capitalists
offer their prayers is PROFrr, human life
i 'j destroyed and workshops are turned into
so many charnel houses.

So we ask you who, when you are no
longer abl e to live , you ask for more pay and
are fo rced to st r ike and in reply to your
petitions and pleadin gs for more bread
receive bayonet thrusts, rifle shots , cto.,
I' w hat have you, any of you, to Jose by
opposing the present economic system, band­
ing yourselves with us i ll one common bond
of Solidarity and devotion as industrial
unionists to the end of bettering our every­
day condt t ious in the factor ies, mines awl
mills!"

W hat have any of 11S to lose if we band
together in ONE BIG UNI ON to the end
and hy it :l H a medium transform th e p res­
ent system of industrial despotism and eco­
nomic inequality into one of Industr-ial
Freedom awl Equality If

\Ve woul d lose ou r chains, 0111' miseries,..
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hut gain th e world for all th e workers, a
world fi t for men and W OII U'Ii to live their
lives in f reed om of love and lab o r.

Ou r opponents may say that this would
h(~ " exprop ria t ion," hut we will Jet the }l( l(·t

reply for 118 :

TIl E e ll , OF TO IL.
We ha ve fed you all for a t housa nd yea r..

And you ha il Ull t ill un f ed,
Th ough t lle«" '. nt ' ·... r a dolla r of a ll your Vo t"a lt h

Rut ma rks t h... work er '. dead,
W ... have yielded oo r best t o gtve ,ou ft"t,

And YOIl lie on a cnmllOn wool
Fer if blood be t he (.rk e of . 11 ) 'o .. r " ...al t h,

Good God, we ha ' raid it in f ull

Th ere '. never a mine blown sk, _ a:rd now
nut we 're bu r led alive for you.

Th er e 'll nev er a wrec k d rittll IIhoreward now
Rut we a re it. i'hD.lltl y cr ew.

(;0 rp('kon our de ad by t he fOri' PII r" .1
And the f aetor ic. where we spln.

If blond I-e t he price of ~'our act'u rN",l I'o r-nlt l•.
0 000'1 Go ,l , •... eo ba.' paid it in f ull .

W ... haT e fro )'Oll a ll for a t ho US>Uld , Par ...
For t ha t "II our doom. )'o u II. no..,

From t he day. whe n you t lla inf"d UII in Yf>ur fiplil ..
To th.. n ri ke of a week ago,

You h.' ...a teR ou r lh'e. ~d our I ,. t- ~d ..,.i\·e!l"
Anil we'r" u ld It'll ,Your lega l ahan,

Rut if thf' b1oo,1 be th e peiee of your la wful Vo ...:aUtJ.
000.] God. " 'f' ha ' ho ui'ht i t f . ir...
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Industrial Unionism hid s all workers
ra lly to its standard. To all sons and daugh ­
ters of toil who yearn for a better day We
appeal for Solidarity.

Let a sordid crow d of kept men an d
wom en imbued with sordid ideals oppose
this new redeeming movement of labor­
it is bound to succeed in spite of all oppo­
sition, whether it be that which show its
hideous form in the uniform of the hired
and armed H essians with rifle in hand, OJ'

it intrigues and conjures under th e cloak
of Law, Authority, Order, R eligion, et al.,
or even under th e g-rea sy sm ile and brass
face of the " labor loader. " T hi s is th e
movement of the common workers and will
triumph. It has received its baptism of
fi re ill a dozen hard-fough t battles f rom one
end of this broad land to the other. Tt
knows J10 retreat. this intrepid army, her e­
tofore figh ting' agains t great odds, that at
:111 times tested the capac ity anrl devotion of
its members, has been ign ored and made
small of .

B ut in spite of all opposition it has not
shi rked a hattle yet, and will keep up it s de­

10
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te rmination never to stop until tile ori­
flamme of labor shall float over a world of
f ree wor k shops where free men and women
will in love and f reedom produce wealth for
their own benefit as W orkers.

Oh, \Yorkers ! Band togeth er.
Organize ! Organize Right I
Organize you r P ower!
Organize for Victory !

Speed the day of labor emancipation. hi­
dustrtal Freedom, Labor, Liberty, Love awl
Happiness for all who toil.
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