


MES SAGE

,

O F Til E

G O V E RN O R

O F

WASHINGTON TERRITOR Y.

A L S O ;

...,
...'
"

,

THE CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE SECRETARY ('P';IVAR. MAJOR GEN.
-." . "

WOUL, TIIE OFF ICERS OF THE ' <E/11JLAR .An ...'Y'; AND OF THE.. . ,. . . , .
VOLUNTEER SERVICE OF ~s:£ltThi ;TON TI:RlUTORY.

> . . .. - •,

, '" .." , .

----..:...~, -

OLYMPIA:
EDWARD FURSTE, PUBJ,IC PRIKTER.

1867



CONTENTS.

I. SECRETARY OF TIlE IKTERIOR.

PAGE.

From Gov. Stevens to the Secreta ry of the Interior in reference t o the order of
I iet.t, Col. Steptoe, published iu pursuance of tustmctions Irom Ucn. \r Ut,!,
foroi tl l ~ : ng American ctte cas to settle in the welln Walla country, October
:!2J,I8.36. 69

II. SECRETARY OF WAR.

From Governor Stevens to the Secretary of War, mak ing requiett lon fur armn
nnd ummcnttfcn, Aug. 15,1851. 60

Ausw(',t of t he Secretary of War, d€'cUning to comply wit h rcqetettton, AUb" .;;·t 1:' ,
18;,1, oi

Extl'3 ch of letter from Gov. Btevcue to tbe Sccretarv of w cr, setti ng for th the im-
purtunce of a rntlitery JIG!;t at the Walla wnllu, Dec. 21, l~ ;l~. 6}

From O'lV. Stevens to the Secretary or War. gh· \'1 P.' a. detailed acconct 0:- tbe reo
t urn of Gov. Stevens and F ;r y Iroai the llL:ck it)()t council ; tl,c cocr-.e 1,1'1"
sued hy Gen. Woul; th e state of the Indian w;l.l', llod condition oft~ {; co-n..b y ,
Feu. 1:.1, 1&;{;. 62

From (lor. Stevens to th e Secretary of war, in rercreuce to the p-recut condition
of the volunteer serv ice of Wa~hil'gton 'Icrrttory, March ::I, 1::5G. COS

From (;O'f". Btcveas to the Secre tary of War. ~it i n ~ un account of tl,e m.:Ltr ry ope
ration s in the 'I'crritory and hi'i v.ewe us totee measures necess ary to COllltUer
e pcrmaueut puce, :tt.lrd) 21, I flS G. 10

From Go,'. st evens to t! IC Fccrctm v of 'Yn.1' , ~en.·Jr'p i i1g tbe probable rb.rractcr of
th e Indian (limeult,r . ned the measures M procautdon to elect i t . illay 2:J 11 . V ':G. i1

From Gov. S teve ns to the Secreta ry of Wu.r; tmrusm.iUing esnmatas of the IUuOO-
ble cost of th e W<l1', Ma)' 23<.1, IS5G. 81

Prom Gov. S teV(T\'; to the secreta ry of War, in rercreuee to the proposed exj-e.Ir-
tion to the interior , and referring to the dcLysor Col. WriJht in the Yakima,
J une 8 B j G. 82

From Gov. Stcve ue to the Secretary of 'Var, announces tl:e movement of ti le two
columns Ir im the g ound and from the Dalles, P.'l also t he movements of the
hostile Jndtans, J uly '1, 1856, 83

From Uov. Ste vena to the Secretary of War; announces the disbandment of the
~Dteers OD the Sound, July 24" 1866. 130.(



II CONTENTS.

P.lOE.

From Gov. Stevens t o tbe Secretuy of War, refers to tbe Indecisive and proeres
tinatlng COUrf.C of Col. Wright , in connection with ths prevleue report of J uno

. 8th , and announces the &UCCCSI> of the Wp,lb Walla ex pedit ion, Aq~. 14, HiM. 80

i"rom Governor Stevens to the Becretney of war, revlews the- ore rat lens of the
t roops both regular and volunteer, east of th e Cescedea, and announces t be
failure of the W.d la Walla Council, Ott. 22d,' l b,!'.4,i . n

From Gor . Btercne to the Secretary of w ar, protesting a::.-ninst the tal\; of Col .
Wright in the Walla. \Valla, .. th.::.t the tred!Y ouglJt not to Le illsihttd upon,"
Nov. 21, 15~6. 94.

From Gov. Stevena to t he Secrrtary of War. an nounces tbat the public proptrty
brought at pul.llc auction more than the olis;inal cost , No,,' , 21, 1!'.)6. 95

To tbe &'''('retory of Waf (rom GOl". Stevens, t r.u:;.FmittinS his tetter to G ( D. Wool,
of t he 22d of May, 1&0.5 , urging tbo eatablishment of a military post a:.t the
Walla Walla, NOT. 21, 165G. 96

III. oovaaxon OF OREGON.

From Gov. Stevens to Ceo. L. Curry ; proposed movement of t roops, 91

From Gen . McCarver to Gov. Stevens, oC"ering to eo-cperete with officen of W. T.
volunteers. 91

From Gov. Corry to Gov. Stevens-cenppllee at San Francisco. 98

From Gov. Cnrry to Governor Stevens ; attack on the C8S('Qdes. 98

From Gov. Bteeene to Governor Curry i good relatioua between Oregon and Waah·
ton Territol'Y. 99

IV. GOVERNOR OF VANCOUVEWS ISLAND.

From Gen. Tilton to COl'. Douglas; requisition for erma and a eteemer, Nov. l ilt,
185&. 100

Gov. Douglass to Gen. 'T ilton ; sends er.u'l, &e., Kol'. G, 1855. 101

001'. Dougl.L"9 to Gen. T ilton ; sen ds steamer, ~ov. 1::l,lE55. ] 02

Gov.lolaooo to Governor Houglass i ack nowledgments and state of th e war, N OT.

23d, 1S!i5. 103

V. OFFICERS OF THE NAVY AND REVENUE SERVICE.

Gov. Mu on to CapL I. S. Sterret ; requisition for arms, ammunition , &c., Octobtr
Utb,l8..iS. 103

Gov. Mason to Capt. Pease j reqctsltlon for erme, ammunition, ac., October Utb,
1855. 104

Capt. Sterret to Gov. Mason; send8 invoke of arms, &c., Oct , ) '; th, 1855. 104.

CapL Pease to Gov. Mason; aende invoice or arms, &e. , Oct. ).-,th, 1&55. IN

CapL Pease to Gov. !o{&.'lon ; can land twenty men whenever rf "ll!ind, October 17,
1~5. 1M

Gov.lIason to Capt. Sterrett. stating t.hat U!lj or n aller had been defeated i sng·
gesting that .. Deceter" remain at Seat.tle nntil rcrtber information, October
18th, 1865. 116

Gov. lIMOn to Capt. Pease, frtating defeat of Major Haner, .n~ting that Ute
"J,B: Davis" erulee from Port TOWD8tnd to Bfollirlgllllm &Y. Od.18, 1865. 108



CONTENTS. III

PAOI:.

108

Gov. Mason to Ccpt, Sterrett, requesung tbat marines may be statioDed at Fon.
Steilacoom, Oct. l~tll, 1~5 5 . lOT

Capt . P ';J.!;.e to .\ i.j' t Gen. 'I'iltcn , sends t wo 121h g nn3; SUFW~st" cnlli r.g oct rotan-
teer.. j dfcra VroVb it.lllll ; Xe~quall)' Indians joinL.l.g the hostllea, October
3' t 1' - 'i sr, _" .l.

GO\', )h ~)ll to COr.1l:la:iuill'; offi rf:", I'aclfio squadron ; ashe that another ship or
war he stationed on the t3()~l nd , Nov. ;I t.1 , 16,)5.

Capt. S ttrtt'tt t o Governor Mev.n ; 113.l> re ceived petition from P ort Townsrnd; will
cruise the re and other ports ; PC,1!Jc want anne, Nov. 14th, 18;Jj.

Capt . PU:- I' l'(' t t t o G;Jv. Mason ; 12 Ill. g un t'r l'\"~ .a."ed and mounted at Bcattle ; lI'"l!l
cn-i-e at porte on the Sound ; Wil:.~ R:Jt: lor ity to take 'Ierritorlal artne , NOT.
I M!.l , 1855.

Gov. Mason to Capt. Gansevoort ; rcqocets co operet tcn in removing Indians from

east to Welt side of ~"cw.1 ; Indian a.;euts di rected to ask for asstetance : list
of a;,eu.ts, De::. 2Bth , l !.' ;J 5.

Gov. Stevens to Capt. Ouu-evoort , requests him to send the Active to Put Town
send to take C.lrt. Ebcy's compan}' to the mouth of the SnoholllislJ , Feb . 16th,
H:.JG.

Gov. Stevens to Capt. Gen-cvoo rt. apprchends a llo.cwt cr Northern Indiana; re
q-iests that the Aclive be k ept cruising in lower part of Scuud, February 17.
l S56.

Adjt. General 'I'ilton to Capt "in Alden , asks for "pare percussion caps and powder,
also, to take 'Ierrltorlal arms to ColllmLiJ. l'in ·r, Msr, h 2d,18li6.

Caj-talu AI<len t o General Tilton ; sends 15 14!;', powder, 0.11 that Is on board ; bas
been /o;& p , I)' illg Ceptdn HO" C·8 company ; wfll take Tf·rritori:J1 arms to San
F rac ctscc, and re-ship them to the Cclumbiu river, March 3.1, 1856:

G'J\'('r:' lr 'ocvcus to Captain Swartwout , sends Col. Crosbie to COil fer relative to
co'n toucd l'lwul and mtlitary mov ement Ircru 8 . ..ttlc, )!arch Iath , 1856.

C,lllta in S"V~r~WC1Jt to Cw cmor Stevena ; is directed to act in concert r:it b forces
cucer u enc.nl Wool; declines nccediug to proposed plan, March 1Gtil, 1&:;0.

C'.ll--b. in Pease t o Genera! Tilton ; asks for return of g l:ns, Mar..:h 22d, 1850.

Ge!l(, lul Tilton to Ccptetn Pease ; asks that th e gun" IDi')' be retained, as the)' g ive
a fcc l::J g of securi ty t o the inhabltauts , Marcb 31st, 1&50.

Captain I 'case to General Tilton ; consents to let the guns remulu ; asks that they
be returned when danger is over , April 2d, 1856.

Captain Pease to Governor Btcvena ; enclosing copy of let ter from Secretary of
Treasur.r .l1arch 30th. 18;j6.

Governor Stevens to Captain Swartwout ; informs him that the Cascades have been
taken; th at Col. Simmons, Indian agent, is about to make a tour of inspec
tion on reeervetlone ; ask" him to cruise about the Sound , and to send a vessel
to carl"}' Col. S . to reservations, March 30th, 1851,;.

Gov. Stevens to Capt. Swurtwout : I!lotifies bim of appointment of H. Haley as In
dian agent at Seat tle.

Capt. Swartwout to Gov. Stevens; will cruise activeJr tc prevent llostilitlel:l, and
derend Seattle; baa ordered the "John Han cock" to Olympia, April 1st , 1S66.

CapCatu Swartwout to GcseracrStevene i in complyance with letter from Mr. Ba-

108

109

no

no

11l

112

ns

n.
nG

ns

llf

n8

/10

120



IY CONTENTS.

PAGE.

131

ley. had ~nt .. J ohn Hancock " t t) reservanon, and taken two rildian prleonera;
seuds them to Otympl», A!,ril 20th. I F.[,(!.. 120

Go,", St:lnn'l to Capt. Swartwout; tbllnks fer prompt acttcu in C~ of Indians,
Ap:iI2G , 1~6. 121

Goveraor gtevens to Citrinin Sw:u h rollt : th:LJJk.'I for rr'OMf ti tl:r;e hi de-p nt. hing
HIlr. <:' ,cI; t :) Holme's lTar~(;r• •and fur infcrmatlcn of murders ecmmittcd ca
Wllitc It.nr, J UI,£' 211 , issc. 11.1

Oosemoc gtevens to Cnl b in S\V3rh" lllt, rf'~:l.rdinR Wd ia Walla Council; thanka
fG,"active co-orerattoa of n:::H ..J rorccs, Ani;L:SL::: 1.1, l S5G. 122

Oeptarn 2-WUl tWfl::t to Ocrc-nor ~tev( " .. ; r(. ~l )" t o abo ve r !1M re('f'(!l nlrln1( 1I to
Pccretery of War to keep one vessel (In t1 :i~ ,.t ::. li t ,n, & J,teUlbt-r 17th, Il<-C: 123

C, pt 'J in 81\:ntwC'ot to C...v.!=; ; r eport of t ::.tt!c witli tLe Nur tbern Indians ut
P~rt CcmLle, KcveD1~r ~::d. E .: :>. 12'

VI. GEN. WOOL, COMMAXDIXG DEPARTMEKT OF THE
PACIFIC.

:er.c l"~..1Wll<.Jl t tl Govptncr of w eebtegton Territory; will cl':tablif>b a. post at Bel-
Ijnr:ilHJn Bay an scon a« pracrlccl.le, SClJ L l ~ : t1j , l L.,i ,i. l30

Gocem or tlll"'ro. t '1 Ge rf'ml ~Yool ; a ~ h. !n::;, t- r ammunition, an d that more troops
t e sent tc t il.:} H und oOd eLer '~ t~ . I ..;,i ,j. 130

Govcmcr ~te,-en" t ~ (; ..r-era t \';0 01, Ilrgi n;; him to est ablish a mmtal"}' post at the
w I wsu I ' 10 - -aJ " u; a. .as (". o;

Go..-m 'Jr F~{' \ t> ·; ,; to GC'l.~ml 'Wool. l;h';n ~~ a memoir (If proposed mli'tl1 ry opera
t b lj il i ll the :nU'. i-...r, ~t"t,1in3' r.nth Illl' l'o,-,Iliti(·n or t he Ter r itory, l,nll a nno-rr.e
i 11:; IIiQ rlet!'l'l.n:1l3.liC'!1 to suurn;t til t:IC11, purt I ; ~ ('11 t of W.1r tl .c f;l cts ccrmcc ted
with (:", I; i..ktn ~i.m~r t by Gen. W('lI '! of t ile troop; ralecd fer hls rut:.:f , Decem-
Let V J . l ,i5;i, ..ud .Tanu.uy 2 ~1i.;'; . HiG. 133

Cencrat \';001 tn Governor ~tr\CU8 j Hp1" to ctcvc, F"~l. 12th. I flM . 139

Gcvcrmr <.:tt''rc.·g to Gencn l \';.-.o! ; hac jld hc;nJ (If Ili'\ lirrin ll in lr8~ b ing ton

T ':':,,;::"; )ty : ~:,: ,! ;. Oe :I ~ '.1 1 T;l ~',n , A .1j ll tJ.~t Ueuer..l r clnntecrs , to conrer with
h:r- l '.! i.;.: ',i :aro1,m. l I..m: i.l l ,jln . 1::,)6. U 3

Go". ~ :"". r" ~ '_t: , c:!it t o) Ccucral w ool j rtjf ,ladcr to letter of I'ebruary 12th. 1856,
M.•.-, I:l :,::t:h . u sc. 1 ' 3

Governor s tcrei», to Ccn. Wool : m,lil"1ng that th e above letter had teen returned ;

,1C' ;1:' I' :>' :> tbcreup t).~ . :r.f'ly 12th , H~G. 150

YII. ORDNAXCE OFFICERS AT ImNICIA.

Ocve- uor ?f~ -cn to Ordnance oX.:er , {It ('l lf.rtcrmJ~ t('f . Ran Francisco , I"a:ifornia.;
lc.rr ...~ Irum C'I.t . Kc)~ t :I;1t 'Icrritor ial ar-ne 1\ . re all left at Y ;l.n COliv£t ;

r...t..R t il9.\ t he y,n. u mr,t' nt steamer lof' ordered La -top there, and l.r:q; a per-
tion Ito e :)'rnp:a or HfU;!t·o;-.m. KO\"e\ll~"" " ~( Ul . 1'S.i . 151

GOH~"JOr j,iS'-O:l h' Col . J . W . I~ i: '~ ('r. C . S. A. : st ntes th at r'eptaln E . Luo;.:>ll . mil
it.>l')· " t ·);" ~:· ~epr i , 11.1,1 f '~ l iUl ;.1111" nn ll : ~ rf'(f ,~ " i t ion ; t hRt It wait lh:-aj 'pro\l,;d ;
n "l :.;c. t !< t !,at the Tt'l t itl 'r iaJ firm" LM ' >,<' lit f' _~ "" \{'ll ns Vo-"iLle, Ml as tv t ('I, I;!'(,£'
t ::(' c: ,ort finn!'; ::. l~ n, tl : t lof r . E . \1{: ))f' lmilteu t.Q il' ~l :e "00 rr.mkd !', to I p re-
plUCl d 111 Tcrl it uria l arm!> "'bm the)' a , rh-e. I'ccemLer l Zlh.}.'lSol. US

Col . Ripley to Gov. ll[Q."lon; rece iptil to bt-given to Lieute nant Stone and Mr. Eck·



CONTENTS. v

PAGE.

erson , to be deducted out of Territorial qnota ; further Issue of arms deemed
unnecessary, in view of the ar rival of the !lth Infant ry , Feb. :!d, 1856. 153

Governor Stevens to Col . It ipley, U. S. A.: re quests that 2,000 li)5 of rifle powder
00 furnished for tbe volunteers , May 4tb, 1 ~ 5G . 1.54

Col. Ripley to Oovern or gtevens : not authorized to comply "ith above req uisition,
M.lY 2Lth. 18.10. 155

Col. T. Morri'i to Governor Stcvens ; requisition receivnt : im! ) ,, ~ ~jl.l(' to comply,
in consequence of orders issued by Gene ral w col , Mas 1:... 1I1, It;'>G. 10, 5

VIII. OPFICEllS OF TIlE AR,lY OX '['HE COLU:M BIA
nrvnu MiD THE WALLA WALL.\.

Gov. :Ma~on to ?ohj. Raina, jtivillg notice of murder...; bnxing been commit ted by
the I ndians on miners goillg b C"l\-;llc , sept . 2211, l ~,j ;; . 156

Gov. j jason to Maj . Ita ins ; nddltlonal tn n.rm euou relative to murdcrs ; Lieut.
Slaughte r with forty men has gone across the nvouut aius, Sept , 21,t" , 1 ~:; ,), 157

!lbj. Hains to Gov. :\I3son; has ordered Lieut . Duy t,) enquire iuto the above sub-
ject , Sept . 26th , I N 5, 158

Maj. Rains to Gov. ~ra.".On ; bas 0111<'> 1'('11 8i men int ') Il:e fl eld, f pr,t , 2 ~· tb . 18j5 , 159

Maj . Ruins to Gov. Ma'>on; MIlj . Haller snrrcumhd ; call- for tw o ccmpantcs 01 vol-
cnteers, Oct. 9th . 1855, 160

GJ\", Mason to Maj, Rains ; has comp lied with reqnlstion, Oct , 14th , 1855, 160

Gov, MJoSon to Maj, Rai ll.~ ; Ft'ncl~ ,rr, walker to };:;J OW wbat utma and ammunition
call be furnished volunteers , Oct . 14th, 1~ ·),I, 161

Lieut. wtthers t o Gov. ~Lts ()u ; v , " . dt'n~ w;a I'C l' I' ; " C arms, &c" Oct. 17th , 18;'5, 162
Gov. Mason to Lieut. WltllP l" ' ; hos ome .cd Col. Shaw to 1';) :8e a comrany for relief

of Oov. Bteveue, ~O\·, ::0, k,j.) , 162

M:nj , Rains to Go-.,101ason; uccount of h.t!~c ( f the " Two Buttes,' Nev. l~tb, 1855, 1(,3

Gov. gtcv ens to Cot. w rlght : i , j'a i~jTlg rolunt-ere , r n 'TWl::t8 joir.t operuttous be-
t ween r eg ulars and vcluntccrs ' \ l 'l il :Ui. i t- :: G, 164

CuI. Wl; ;:zht to Gov. Stcv(;n"; is taking measure- to prc tcct the count ry: Cascades
retaken , April Imh, 1831;, 165

Gov. stevens to Col. Wright; ask s whether IlC il,fa lc.1.:; to ocrupy the w alla Walla,
.\ IHiI 24th , 1&')6, 166

Col. Wright to Gov. Btcvens ; not pmt of his plan t o Occup,y the 'Valla Walla at
present, .AJlril 27th , B :,6, 167

Gov. S t C\"CllR to Col. Wright ; Informs him thut. the Indians are determined to pros-
ecuto the war; information re ceived From Mr, 1>lrl>' l,ald, MlIY Etb , 1856. 167

Go v. Stevens to Col. '''" tight ; In rorm « him of CnT, Sh:".\\ 's mnrclr acr.:», the moun-
tnlns; Iliq plans; is reedy, as ~ upertnte udent of Iudlaus, to take charge of lUJ)'

I ndl aus ; terms to be o[fcr .::: ll, JUlie h Ul, IdJ G, lr.a
t;uT". Stevens t o Col Wright; infnnnq h im of tbe battle of Grand Ronde; will go to

" alIa Walla in pcrson , August 3d, I fl56, 169

Col. Wri;;).t to Gov. Stevens; has rccelved r{:q l~h! ;tk,n Ior Lcecht, Nebon, Kitsap,
'~ i:.; suggests that their seizure be Au"pcllded at present , Oct . 4th , 18.56, 170

GoY. Stevena to Col. Wright .; reiterates requisition for the Sound murderers , Oct,
4tb , lQ06, 171



VI L'ONTIl NTIJ.

PAQI.

Gov. Stevena to Lieut. Col. Steptoe j advises him or council to be held ILt Walla
WaDa: a-ka him to place ble troops in the vicinity during the council, August
2j1ll , B ':'6 , 172

Col. Stept oe to Oov. Stevens; 'Will comply .... ith request , Augmt 2Sth,l866, 173

Gov. Steven» to Col. ~t('pt~e j unnouncicg loss of pack train; has rent flo wagon boat
to ( '.lpt . Hus",d to croll '; th e l'{,lliWLin, Augu-t Sl st , 185&, 1'13

Gov. St~ \- CJlS to Capt. Russell ; will send boat w~goll ; Nez Percell coming in ; 8J'Iks
him to camp near the council ground, AUgUl; t Jh-t, 1556, IU

Gov. Stevens to Capt. Russell; ha ., sent boat wezou with escort , Sept . 4tb,l856, 175

Col. Steptoe to Governor Btcvcns i will reach WaUJ. Walla In one day more; cb-
jed. to establ ish permanent (lost, September 4th, 1856. 176

Governor Stevens to Col. Stept oe ; e-ke fur two cor upauies and howitzer on the
Council ground, us the volunteers arc about to leave, Sep tember 10, 1856. 176

Col. Steptoe to Gov. Stcvens ; caunot accede to request, Sept . 10tb, 1856. 177

Govern or Stevens to Col. gtcptce: requests his presence at the Council , and to
bring a compan.r. St'{l t. 13th, 1856. 178

Col. Stcj-toc to Go,". s tevens , advi ses him t o move tbe Council up to bls camp,
September l ::: th, 18':'6. 178

Col . Steptoe to Governor Stcrcna ; bas received note, asking for aid i bette r to
come rock, and then all together can mere to the Umatilla. Sept. Hlth, 1856. 179

IX. OF}'ICERS OF THE ARMY ON THE SOUND.

Actiug-Gol'"ern0t 1IIa<:00 to Captain Malony . relative to murders of citizens by the
Yakimae, and requcsnng tbat a detachment <Jr troops be sent lute the Yllkima
valley, September 24tb, 1~:; 5. I SO

Same to same , informing Capt. M. tbat he has called out two companies of voluu-
leers in ccmptyence with M.lj ol' Hala' 8 re'i'liit it iotl, October, l ;i, 1855. l SI

Captain Ma!ony to ]\[a,ior Raina; camp on Xnchese river t giving reasons for falling
back to Steilacoom, Oct. 2fl , I f .i5. l SI

Lieut . Nugen to Act tng-Govcmo r M U!<flD . t'tati r. g that Indians OD Wbite river bad
LTVk~n out and murdered sett lers , &l"_. Oct. ~tit!j , 1855. 183

Lieutenant Nugen to Adjnb.nt General Tllt -m, stat ing th at he has called upon the
citizens of P ierce county fur one l·OIllIl'ln~' of volunteers, Oct. 31, 1855. 183

Same to ~aUle i rumor of KJi(k~tat !< in thts vlclu ity j opinion that there Is to be a
ge uerel Iudlan war, Nt' \', 1. 1855. 184

Same to same: ut t...rck IlJ the Indians upon express, and death of Col. A. B. Moses
and others , Nov. 211. ] !-55. ISS

Same to name j reporting batt le on White river, Nov. 4, 1855. 185

Cap tain Malony to Acting-Governor Masnn; ("J.m p Connell ; reporttcg hattlc or
Wblte ri ver, and pursuit of enemy to Green river, &c., Nov. ' tho18M. 100

Lieutenant Nngen to Alljutant General Tilton, reporting bat t le on Green river,
November 4th ; list of k illed (lud wounded, N ov. btb, I b55. 1ttS

Acting"Governor Mason to "Capt. Keys, re lative to furniIihing the vcluuteeee with
arms and sUPIJ1ies.

Capt . E. D. Keys to Captain G. Hays, ordere to examine country on 'U pper Net-



CONTENTS. VII

PAGE .
quaIly and south in direction of Skooknm Chuck for hostile Indians, Nov. 26,

1855. 189

Ca.pt.lin E. D. Keys to Acting-GovcTncr 1rra~on, rcqae-ting a list of sub-Ind ian
a genlH west of the Cascades, and th eir stations ; guard at Fort Sn qu<lUr .
Dec. 4th, 1855. 100

Same to same j reports the death of Lieutenant Rinup:btc t and imposslblllty of libM·
inK the Indians on the ir own gro t<ntJ ,· Dcc. 7,18::5. Hll

Capt. E. D. KeY8 to Acun g-Ooveracr Mason, relativ e to furnishing supplies to W,
T. volunteers, J anuary 4, 18.)6. 192

Acting·Governor Mason to E. D. Keys. r. g, A'I in reference to supples for the
volunteers, and the probable discharge (If certain companies, Janu ary Sth ,
18ti6. 193

Same to same j relative to Lesch! and other Indiana, January 6, 1856. 194.

Captain E. D. Keys to Acting-Governor xruson, relative to Lesch! being on the
reserve opposite Steilacoom, January 6, 18.'.6. 194

Same to same , relative to suppties for eol nnteces, declining to give them orders ,
deprecating a more into the enemy's country , J am::lry 10, 1:";;G. 196

•
Governor Stevens t o V ent. Col. C<l cc~', luh-jo;ing him of the movements of the

volunteers rrcm the Yelm and jdontgomerj -s ; t1l"t t he rCl'flI1 ali to contempla
ted attack of the Northern Itl(lia-l ~ wO~lki male )1(/ ch- ngc in the Snoborul-b
expedition, and in case th.rt Lieutenant Col. ('Ivor y WUi of opinion til at th e
Active should be kept crn i ~ ill;r, J"('(II:e..tl ng him to write a letter to Captain
Gansevoort to that enect , Feb. 17. L,)(j, 190

Vent. CoL Casey to Governor Ste vens, endorsing Gcvcmor Steven's views in re-
gard to the Active, .'lie., Feb, 17th , l ~ :jti . 198

Governor Stevena to Lieutenant Cdt C.J,, '_'Y, ndvh<i:l;:l' bim of the establishment of
Il. post at Lone Tree Point, and that all the volunteers raised for local defence
had been disbanded, Feb. 18, 11'56. 198

.A Cjilhlllt General Tilton to commanding offiret at Fort Steilacoom; information
received that hostile Indians are in vicinity of Nathan F..at r)n's; White mur
dered, and Northcra ft missing; Governor desuos )'ott to send 30 men to Yelrn,
a c.,March 2d, 18,')13. 199

Lieutenant J. NII ::-en to Ailjllta'lt General Tilton; cannot comply with your request
to send 3Q men to Yelm. ~I:1rch 3<1 , 1855. 200

Lieut. Col. Casey to Governor Stevens; requtstt tcn for two companies of volunteers,
March 15, 1856. 200

Governor Stevens to Lieut. Col. Casey; refuses to comply with the requisition,
March 16, 185G. 201

Governor Stevens to Lieut. Col. Casey ; pJ'{lpoceo; to torn over to him the POFts on
Connell's prairie and on White river, Aprll L" l &;G. 204-

Lier.t . Col. Cs.sey to Governor Stevens, in substance accepting the posts, April 15,
1&56. 20'

Governor Bteeene to Lient. Col. Cas~y; reply to the foregoing', Apr il 21, 1856. 205

Governor Stevens t o Lt, Col. Cnsey, proposing a. juint movement over the Cascades
into the Yakima country, !Iny 2'3, l A66. 206

Lt. 0<11. Casey to Governor Stevens] g; vin~ '",a_nn" ....hy he sends bm troops b)'
W1l.y or the Columbia river, May ~ ll . 1 ~!'i(,. 208



VIII CONTENTS.

PAGE.

Gonmor Steven!! to Lt. CoLCuey . proposing to torn crer u rain of the volunteer
posts, nod expresses the opinion that no portion of t he lice should be di'iSU'D"
i-bed at present, June 2d, 1'50. 207

LL C(ll. Cesej- to Oorernor 6h;\ CDIl ; in regard to prutLicaLiIity Cl r wagon rood
over the Snoqualmie p'\~ ~. MaJ 28, U-,W. 208

Lt. J .. Nugen to Lt. Col. Shaw ; Lt. Col. Ca.';(ly \\"m:ng t o occupy certain block
h ouses wiCh hl~ t rOl'119, J lO De I , 14.)6. .. 20~

Governor Stevens to Lt. Col. Cuecy, enmmnnicatlng the arrangements made to t urn
over the volunteer IJ08ts , JUDe :;d , IS[;G. 209

Lt. Col. Cagey to Oovemcr Btcveus; wlsbes to be relieved from the cbarge of the
Indians recent ly came in fro tn th e Yllk;ma, Oct. 20. l SUG. 210

Governor Stevens to Lieut. Col. Casey, declines to recelrc the Indians until the
murderers are apprehended. 211

Llect , Col. Ca;;ey t'J GO'i'ernrr Stevena, df'c):nf's to rumply wi:h the requisition or
Gov. S. for murde rera, October ~ l, b .io. 21 3

Governor Stevens to JA. Col. CaseS; renews Ll.. requl..;t ;on upon Licnt, C. fot' the
murdere rs , Oct . 27, 18;)(;. :.! U

Lt. Col, ('I!.!"('! to Gov. Stevens ; 8gnin de r-Iinea to ('omply wtth Gcrernor So'li requi-
I;lt il'ln ; will f"fft"al d ccnencntcctk.n to (, el:etll l woot. Od . 29, 1856 . :16

Governor Ittevens to Lt. Col. C'ao.es; f'1lc! '~~ Cd . Wri ,.::1II ·:I instructions t o lI8j or
Garr:~tt , lllld 3d u'lf 1i.-il:l'U f"f TlI11IdHtr.,.:, 0 . 1, 31, l~t. 21G

Llea t , Cr,1. Ce-ey to G'l\ nnt>r St evens: 'Will n lJJill,.· with r< Ct lli!oition from d ,il au
tbon t tcs, Nov. 2, )":6. 211"

Lieut . Casey to Goverurr El"nns; In rctct ton f (l Lle-rt , ~,I "Ki :"l ,e:l'f1 interference
with friennly Indian~ ; lll~ i .l : ~ (·t;!· P I'" SiIO' L"'; h~ve an e,.·e I:hlg lc t o t heir dutie~ ;

a i-1Jhit of jusflre shout t ::c I :,,'rl'l'cJ. 218

Governor Stevena to Lkut, ('01. ('a.~t )" : rcp}:'"'" t« 11 :(' fllj'c ,C! lI:~ ,!t, nod E>t iTl re rnees
to recelve tLe lI;di:lIlioi I'!ll il the uundcrer-, ~ 11 ~ lI " ! I I ":II" I '~ {' ] ; Col. Simmons
gave YI'U sucb n/'t irc; y vLr cbecrvati ons a l J<l ~ t It.dian ollic~rs, a c., olferuJ'fe,
Nuvcmber 8, I t'SG. 219

Lie ut. Col. Casey to Gov. Stcrena; ecewer, No,". 12, 1 ~ ~6. 22u

X. QUARTERMASTER AXD CmD lISS..l.RY GENERAl ,.

From (; 0'1'". :St (' t('DIJ to ('.-«:0. ),!iI!. r, tlilTct ing him to i"l-l; C ccrttncetcs for purcbases
maue Lr him , l'l'Lruar~ 211, 1,,',6. 2:.! l

F rom nov. Stevens to (h'u , ~Jj ll" r. uirHtinr:- h im t 'l move witlJ all I.i ~ wagcne, qnnr
master' s Oleo and "U Ilf.I ; ~ .; to M.,nt;;omuJ·s, IJrCI'a.rulory· to movil'1g 1'10 the
P uyallcp, t 'cLn.1arr 18, l ~\l ;, 222

From Gen. ~I iI1cr to UO'l'". Stevens , ..tattnc hili {"(,mplinnc(' with orders of 18t h, and
the armgemcnt s he baa made fl'r adclitboal 8111'p1l" and transportat ion, Yelm.
February J."th , 18.i G, 222

From Ocv. Stevens to Gen. Miller ; bas ordered the format ion of a company from
teamsters LOUquenen nastee,' Olen ; the Major elected ordered to push for ward
into t he enemy's count ry and establish certain block -houses and ferries , Febru-
ary 20, 1856, 223

From Gen. Yi!ler to Gov. Stevens, reporting hi!! SUCf:ClIS in proctlring !':uJlJlIit>t aud



COl'TENTS. IX

')OJ •-_.'

transportation, &c.; the t rain will be ready til move at t he time ~ l'lwi llh· (l.

&c., February 20, 1&:;6, :.! U

Gen. ~.Ij ll(·r to Gov. 8 t('\' ( 118, rep(;t ting his t rain b readiuc, s, b Ill" \ !" wit h mtlons
fur 1':'0 un-n , lOU d ays, &('. , FI.LrllUl j :!2 , I ~ ~ ~ ; .

Gov. S tevcue t o C en . Miller, dircdi lJ ~~ :.:!.ll to ~~ ·. : ("t1 1" 1)il. ny th e ( ' X I , (>,li ~ i 'J ll iuto ti le
II:d iJ.:! C' I'J ut I'J' , nud inst.uctlous us to r llpl'!;\."''', t"OW;"l'. t ran- pc-rtation, &e .•
H ) :I l~')Hlcr{,; , l'c'. r uJ. l')" :l ~-~, IL",(i , :!2G

Cca. ':-.1'11.'1' VI (1 ,, \,. Srcvons, n'p, ' rl i , , :~' h;l ru-rl vcl ::1 Lemon's J l rai :' i ~ ' and rea.hucs. s
uf't r.uu to [:1 'J\'c ou ucx t tV y , Pt· i) ;":;hl"i :!::, l '-' ,j ,:, ~ :!7

G ' 1 " , . c .. , . . I C I" . ,' " Isen• • I; r-r tv .u \". , .~(, :(, I :", !'e lk 'l'll ll;:;' ue, ~n' i \,~ nt cum- I " p':~ , r' l' : <lie g ULl .' r·
tie r o f t ho t rain nud Cli t: :'£: harmony :,:mm :: {'1I1 jll0,1"t-c .;: , flh! wil l be uble to ful ly
c .u-ry (" It Ii ; ; il; .;,t l"l; ,- tiv l~:' , N , 'l'd\~ , l '<il;, :t,:'"

Prom r, 'JV[Tll"r ~t~n' I; .~ j -, ( ;Cll. jl!i i \'r ; I'd atl n ' ~ ' J h'll' P; ic ~; ti l;; - clc cu ou of :-it.·
for Oll\ lll (l-; P1tj q ' L\ rt C' I ' l , ~-, s t ,T': ; Ul "U Lciug l" ,li ~,-· '.1 ;lS z card for t rain : ccmpa-
lite>' ('rtiCITU from tl.c Coltlla\.i.:, ~I ,~ .r I ..t. 1'-.,, :. :': 2 ~i

From G iIVC1WH' Stev en s to C U I . ~ ! ; U ,' r : reluiv o t o t l,l' ap puiut mcllf of a 'j us....ist·
llLt ' il'UILCr!im:st tT gl'llcra !; e,;" IE -tri('f to " lrich hl' will lee us - lg ncd , aud t he
i:l:ot "u{·ti vllS to Lc g.vcn 1. :1:1 )!~)' 1, l ~ t, : j . 2:;n

F r om Gov. Hr\' (' n ~ t o G (' ll, Min er ; re tntl vc t u tbc a/! ;;tJil:t Ult'u t ot ed. H urd a s-Lt-
m.t tl "a l ltl'1ll,I ' t '2r, r;CllC,';,J, :~ 1I(1 ius t ruct tou- , t o be gi n ·u ll im . M,ly I , '.-,1; . :nl

F rom Governor Stevens t o {; t llC'I' ,, ! :.l ill.c l'; (l j'J l"]',. t o h ,:i],1 a b lock ], ll lH ' at Te ll"
alquo ""' I ,.• " " ,." ,' tin .,..- , "' · ,_,1. " . , ' 11, "u ' ')_3'• V~ , • • '-' U~) ... '- " ' , '''", .n .to.·.... ,. , ., ... ., ,oJ ·' .

F rom Go\-, Sfcvcl1 >' to Ge!l, :>I ilk r ; n :1;tt ;,,<., 10 \\" ;1) ,' ,]1 t ra in t o f: 1I l , ~ ~ IJO! l !l :l !JIl i('

pas.s , Lil li iorur a bUII;; I) l.1 ( l )( ,t (on tue Ya l.:: iilw , nl -,o pack t ruin, ...t c . May :! ~ ,

1S.jlj. :! ;l ~

F rom Govcruor Sb,H'!l'i t o 0 ('11 . ~.! i lkr ; F(01-t l i Id ;,; win Ill' till ell u\'l']' tll Lt. CuI.
Casey ; s l 'P Jl J i (>-~ there AI'. ; I'Cl! U( C ('x: l ': r ('~ i , l t! ' l:, ,·(c·r:lla, tl'l··S l1t'p.l1t:l,t nt :
muster oct guanl aLKe."i t,l1:il!y !<; nx , J :'iy 17, I~:'''; . 2:n

Adj l:.t ad C rmC' l':l] T ilton fo CCl' . ~: i llc" : 0 1,1.d i t , ;'.J1i .ot 200 vcluuteer- to !;trc l:g th-
en Hight ,: j l'~ , 21.1 I eg-Jmcu i. . A ll;; . ' ~ l '.:. <1 , 1":',, . :!::3

Oovemor Sfc, C' !JS t o UI'll . ~ ,. j;!t'r ; d in-eti '1f, 1.t:n f:, ,j ii , .cn ~l' Wlth qu.ntcrmm k l -,

and commi ssary's ugca t- . &;,; ., who nrc not . c ' ~ \ .i n' {1. .... ug. 8, l ~· ;j G . 2:1',

XI. E XI'f.DITIOS' TO YV .\.LL_\ ,"VAlU-lt.\lSI~G OF Sot rnenx ll.\IT U.IOX

- ::.\:lOYEME X1' TO TH Y. SO[.KIl--J OI~T Omnvn oxs (IF S tl t:rHbnS AKIl

C EXTRAr. B A'ITALIO.s. s

F rom Goyeruor StC\-C:lS tn C,,1. n, F, Sh; ~\V ; movelllent of ~:Jlll h f'1'(l 1,.!tt n1ioll to
East ()f Co.'IcJoe", Feb. l ~ , l R.~ fi .

Fr om Gov. Ste\'CIIS t o A ~~ i ;' ~;lnt _\ djutallt ( ;{" H rat :--haw: l.c .lt ~ for t l'a u';I'Ntalioll ;
}Jack t raill Le;.ides !,vat.~ ; po:·ts ill the i ilteri\Jl' , r eb. ZiJ , 1 ~<' 6.

P rom A~si4ilnt Adjutant C; c:lc,":ll R:I ~'w t v ..; O\'. t',t!;Yca,,; has recr-iw J his eom-
m i""ion a nd letter ..f il l ~ t l"l~f' tionh . Y~UlCO Il \- er, rf> !J, ~ l. 1t'.':JG. '~ :-:r.

From Cot. S haw to Adj llt aut t :encral Tiltoll; Pl'O~~ j 'c" s in ra;.~ ill~ bouthl'l'Il h ltlal
iOIl, Salem , FeL, 2~ , I R;iH.

From Governor Stevens to Cnl. Sh;nv: orilerill;! Maxuu' s (( 'LU} I;lll) ' tv t hl' :-' illlllJ .

March 2d, 1~1; . :!JIol

2



x CONTENTS.

PAGE.

From Adj. Gen. 'I'iltou to Lt. Col. Orosbrc ; or .Iers to proceed to the Columbia rtv-
cr , March 2J , l 65G. 238

From Col. S!l::.\Vto Gov. Stevens; movement of Southern battalion to the interior,
Y;lUCOll\'("1", March 9, 1£;.'i6. 23!.l

From (;0\' , Stevens to Col. Shaw; orderiog the Southern u u1tl11:011 to the Sound,
Marr11 12, 18J6. 240

From Ooveruor Ste vens to Col. Shaw; instructions in reference to operations at
the hcuJ of t l.c Sound, Aprill6, l s.JC. 241

Prom Gov. Stevens to Clll. bmw; t f:l. !1;<mit tiBg addit ional Iustruct tons, Al1rJl , l S:;G. 242

Gov. St~\'UlS to Capt . Goff'; gi ving information and orders for his movement to the
Walb. \,".;l lu, )f uy 11, 1856. 2H

F rom C,,)I. ~uaw to Gov. Sk\'CIlS ; ~ llgge:;til) lI:; for a mcvcrccnt across the Cascades,
Ml\j' 16, 18,';6. 244

Prom GU\', Ste vens to Col" Shaw; han' YOUI' train rc"UIly to cr oss th e mountains, 2.u

Col. Shaw to Gov. Stevens; opinion of council IJf oC1ccr;~ as to cro:;"ing Cascades,
Muy 21, isss. ~ 4..i

GO\', Sk:\'C IB to CuI. Shaw; referring to opinions of the Council of onleers , May
21 , l S5G, 24(;

Estr act-c-Gov. Stevens to Cot. ~baw ; send au express over Naches..s pas .s to Col.
Wright, May 20th, 1856. 24G

Extrnc.t-Gov. Stevens t -1 I' ol. Shaw; get an express OHf the mountains if posst-
L:e, May 21, 18.iG. 217

Col. Shaw to Gov. Stevens: the express is sent, Mny ~2<l , 11'56 . 24-7

n ov, xtcveus to Capt. n off; b an thori-ed to Increase IIi.,; terce , but mnst not wait

to J o £o,JuO(·l , IH:,o. 247

Capt. W. W. DeLacy to AOj lltall t Gen. Tilt'ln ; report up ton wacon route by the
Scoquuhnie pass , J une ath, H:.;o. 21 8

Gov. Stevens to Col, ~118.w ; adolJt inp; hi" views of moving- UH t Nacbess r3S~ , J une
s . tsse, 243

Col. Shaw to Adjub nt Gen. T ilton ; mru emeut u('ro:<!; the mountains, J une ';, 1&:',(; , 250

Gov. Stevens to CQL Shaw ; turu over rertalu post s to Lt . Col. Casey, J IlI IC 5, E,~C . 2.::1

OM. Stevens to Col. Show; inst ructions U~ to operations in the inter ior, Dulles,
J une 1~ , 1850. 25!

Go". ~R:;"C II S to Capt. Gdf; tnstrocu ous for h is mnrclr to the Wd la Wal!a., &c••
O'ympla, J une 3cl , 1"., (;. 252

t tOV. Stevens to C:\pl , (Juff; additional iust mct ions , Denes, June 2 t, 1"M. 254

ucv. Stevena to J t, Cr;\ i ~, i:;t:I.Hl gC!;1, ; Q ,)fl"_l and F;h:: w' s movcmeut-; Indtan sup-

lilies for Interior, Dalles , J une Z4, l ~':, G. 2;,4-

Gov. Stevens to Col. Shaw; tnetruct tons, n..llc«. J une so. I ::: .j!'). 2:;;:1

Lteut. Col. Shuw to Adj utant GCllcrn1 1 iIton ; march of the battalion Fr om C:llJ.l['
M rm t ;J.oIll Cl')' ,I ':l Ill}J on \\'(> II:11;S, J' ;J"1C ~ ?ll . I :<'C. 2:;7

Col. Sbnw hi A flj l' t l~.I 't ~; , ' 1" . TiIt"!l ; marc -h rrcm cam p lin WCl:lIl:'-S to th~ Coh imblu,
CUii.1P 0pl'''~ j ~e Fcrt \,'il lla \rlll1a , J ulJ 1, I tO.i t:. 2r,8

nov. Btcvcus to Co\. ~h~\\ ; tbe movements made. and the-e proposed, are appro-
ved , J ul.)" ::] . l ~G , 2<':0

Col. Sha w to Gov. 8 ewlls; r('lllll'h hi" arriv al in tLe W:l l~a Walla: disposition of
Xcz I'crces. July 2G, I S;;;,(:, til



COl\TEl\TS.

Capbin Goff to Col. Shaw; report " f the hl,ttlc of Burnt rtver, Camp ~I ill t'rttk,
,July 2G, IN G.

Govert» 'I' Stevens to {'01, Rhaw: 200 volunteers to re-infurce I,lnu ('1111nell nt ,,-ulla
Walla, .\ \,g:l:.4 2, l ~j l: - ,

Col. Sll:\\V t o CuI. Craig' ; batt le of G:':l lLll n M.,k ; state- acut of (aftl'; COllUO il \\ it h
t il... be-tile..:.' : H'n,J ~ ex press , Head (111:':11,'1'.., \ fi :1 Cree k . .HIJ!. 1. l ,~.)' ;.

Col. Ebaw to Lawyer, or head ('aid of t h~ X Ci; Puce nutioa . Head QI ,arnr>; . ' L1 l
( ' ree !;; , .\l1 g. 1,1 -:;.)(;.

Co!. 5 :1 iw to G J\'. S:..:. '·...lIi : t he W;tllJ. Wall:l ( 'mmci1 ; ~n·.r. ll .;c:JH' li t ~ 9lill lJe uuule
"',1' it , Fc.rt }.!.;.v:m, .\ug. 14 , I '<';C.

CrJ) . Sbaw to ('tol. ('mitt: tile l : , vc ruor t.a.. ;::,\:.,.) the ~;jt lt Aug lO,4 . (,,1' opculug- the
Coun cil a t Y\-a1ta Will1;' ; sends n ' Li lll.:r" t o th!' M'\C i 'll lri1oe,.: . Fou ~ I J "<. ' 11 ...\ 111-:'.
1 I,I -':iG.

Col. f.; h~ \ ,- t ') P IC c11 j('(;J PIllI bei .d men of !Ill,' )i t Z l'o.' !'(' ~ -: , ~p ( , l, a ll c;; and othe r
fl" k utl ly t: i ],t'~ ; by dhcctir.u flf t t .c ( ; ' ,H ' ;'I:I ,\, they me iuvitc.l t u the com.cu .
.\ c., l'\ '1'1 M.lion, Aug. I :. I F-;,C.

( ~r),· . Sh w· Il .~ to Col. {' 1':J. i ~~ , lo.li,tn a~('l]t ; the WaHn. Walb (' Ollll f il j t enus with
t he L (;:ii i!\· ,~ , .\: "", Hd, Qr.<., W. 1'. Y .. l \ 'lt ) !.l ~un . Walla w alto, Au: uq znd.
V,", ;.

Col. :-" I3.W t n C.)!. {'r'd p;: the Council : l1i" i!-.j...n 11 lll o)l ;~ the ho4ilc~ 01} that I'ul~.'{" .

F...lt }[a.;Ull, Aug . 23J, I N ti.

XI

P1 GF..

2GJ

:! .o

XI I. O Pl .r.ATIONS At TOE II r:AD o r

GJ. XIZ.H IO); - C~;X IRA I. .\ :\0

TU F. Bor xe-e-Tnm:e .MOKTII S'

Scer tn.nx Hxrr.u.toxs.

Govemcr ~ril:m:l. to Ca~ , ta i n Eat"'!) ; autho rized to raise a compa ny , and iust ruc
nons, Olympia , 0I'1'11)f' r I~ . b .j,j.

G0\' . :I[a s u ll 10 C:'I' 1.. G. H.l)'S j c n b l"(' ll to repor t to t lle COlll lU,l!1I1illf;' »ff ,'U at F')1'1
Stt-ihu.oom, GIJm:li", Ott. :::0, 18,),; .

1; 0\'. ;\[a;;oo to Capt, Eaton; iL~ trt:d iun", as to -couts , Ol:m lpill, Oct. 2::, l~.; .

Ca pta in Wu!!arC! t o A ~~j li t.:w t Gcu, 'I'il ton; T('l,c,rt i Iii"! C" lIJpllflj' rur ser vk c, Steiln
c-er a, O~· : . 3,) , 1....1,).

("aph in II:lJ !> to GI;\'". 101..S(JO; rr :'OIt d thc llutt lf> f1i w blt e rtver, t."tJ rmcll '", Prair ie ,
Kv\-, :::d , H'~j,j .

Go\,. ~J .:lSDO to Captain HaJ "; acli.nowl(·JgruC! ut of ~n'i (,l'~ ' OIj' r'll' ia . X (>. (;nl! >f r
9, l S:;,j .

AdY. Gcu. 'Tilton to Capt. F..lWOj onlercd to re por t t .l Cupta iu Ma!()uj' . Olympia .
" " I e· '~,O\'. :I . S) ,) .

Adj nt.'l::t Geuerfl l Tilton to Captain wallace: orde red to report to Ca.pt . :\falr.ncy.
OI~'mlJi:l , Xo, . V, m ; ,).

Capt. l lays to ('r()y,lofJ.S"onj skirm ish on GNJ(> 11 rive r , Camp Monl .!;'(llll('ry , Nov. I L,
I€.j,j,

Licut. }.l corc to .\ dj t. Gen. Tilton; UQt LC3rJ trom Liont. ~la ' lf'lIt('C. ( ';n [lr Morri
sen, Dec. JO,IM.

Gov. S....·\'"ens to Capt, Sl'"; indal ; sk ookum n"r ('C' rupau)" accepted, Olympla , Fel"
2d , U :iC.

Goftrtlor Sten-ns to Capt . ne~j in~tMl ctious a.« to sc-ont'l, nJ~·ml'ill. , l·ch. 2<1 .
I F.56.

,-....
2• .f

270

t i i

27i

2 j~

27~

2~O



XI! CONTENTS.

PAGE.

_\ ":j t. f; \' lIerlll Til tun to Captain t o. lid)"' ; block hOU8C on Yelm Prairie, OI}-mpiJ,
Ft·;). 11, JR.) I;. 281

I'-'I,t iiu ~ ·.~<: uJ;, 1 I', Hf,\ em (,f Stc reus: lot( o( k house a t 8ktJOlmc Ray. FOlt Skoo-
k um. Ff'h. H . 1:'),: ti. 281

•
Capt rln Swi! ~ll " 1 t -, <: "~'f' lI)o r St evens: has j oiucd Mnju 1l.1J '1' comma nd , 118j .

(',l OJ p . Fd !. 2 m., h' ;jG. 282

Governor Et(, \·('il.~ \ 11 ( ':Il,tain H,l(} ; r" rt at Lone 'I'rce Point, Olytupla , Feb. 18,
IS~G. 2fl2

u ovemor StCVl'Il ~ to Cnl ,t<lill J . WLite ; block houses, Ol~· J" l)hl. reb. ] 8, 18;J6. 21:-3

Cal't:l.i ll Hiley t ' l 1 , t1 \"l ·r;~ ()r Stevens : po-t at I.one 'I'reo Point , Steilacoom, Feb . 19,
Ifl.iG. 283

Oovemor Sri ~'I:'II " to Y,ljor l b.} ,,; movement on the P uyal lup , Olympia, r eb. 20,
1 6~G. 284

c.;,.Vt'r:lor ~kH: :1 ~ } R tjor I Iaj~; general lre-trucu ore, Cal'll' Jf(lotgomcrj' , Pcb. 2;,
2a.;l ~.l C .

~Iajor rr ~:r,.; to { ; ·IH·nlh . ' ~r (' . ('J. ~ ; reccnnnend-, Conne!l"lO P rairie f L,r maln depot.
( '~ :'ll [l {'",'r rll , ~ fa r :: h 2. ~~ .;\i, 287

.\ uj l,!anl {:Ol. Ti:t:1n t o lJ .r.jvr 1I;1}:"; rcc ommcna au cn RPl'fOWd , OI)TDpi:l, March
3, l r·.:c . 288

!llajot Hays to Adj, f; " ncroll 'fiILon; h l..<:k house on ('OIlDen'.ll prairie, Camp Con-
nell :J .:. rr!l C. l ~.-; r,. 289

"'.1; (11 Hays to Oov cmor SteH'ns : battle of Connell's prair ie, Camp Connell, Marth
l l' I " -: ~. . ~ ,

.\ ilj . ( ;~·I:.C l ,l ! T ill on to Ca pt .nn Maxon: sconte, Olympts , .\L.m:1.l 1:l. H.;;c.

.\dJllta!it lk~ l('n! T ilt on to Major Ha~ 3- ; thank.. fo r battle of ComH'I1 's prair ie ,
U1.rDl!' i'. , :"Ilard i 13 , l ~;' i; .

~lcj .)r U n)' ''! t 'l Gov ernor f tt \'lm !l ; ,", C(111 t<; of t he (\ ntta! but tal.ou , F ort Un)''' , Con
11 (,'] ' 3 ~lr;} i l"i c , )l nrd l LJ . H t.l1.

Govcruor H!l'Vt lll'l t ll f. h ,j .r l!.l ~ ·f;; X ad l l ~ : '" p:I<" , () l~n'p i.•, ,Het!"' h l i . l &j (;.

( i ..veruor ~~f V~':I ~ ttl t "' I,tain 3LJ .....n; >'<' ('!tl t in the Xe.-;qtmlly bc ttrm , 0 1,rmp ia,
)1:m: !1 I x . ' '' .-.(,.

.\l olj . Hay... 1<J (~o v, Sh 'H'n~ ; ~· ' f'lI t " . Fort 11 :1 )"" , )farch 24. I F- ~ " .

("<i!,h iJ;\ Y J.x l)'l l " AIlj .lt :J lll Gr -'. Tuton: his ,",COI.t in tlu' .:'\ c;" lu",1Iy itI. ,t h m , 'Ienal-
I ...• h .. , I " ·' .' 11 10 f1 ~.II : I (' , .·. ,H·.. · _'* . . ;jij •

.\ Ilj t . t ;e ll('roll T ilt",u I . , '<lJ" .t in ~: 'l :"t~ .n : ~. ollb up tl-c XCF.I} t"'l lly , O:J Ulpic , March
.... I ' " ''-" , ~ ' ....

('al.tnin : j 11 xcn I,) .\ , ij :. l. l llt r.t;ls-ral Titl{ln ; "'('nd " in fi,~ of the su ill'..t('ll (If'O'On".
Cam1' Md.i:';·ll . \l :.. r·_b 3,1. ] .:j .;.

.-\lI.illtant {;l';ll'rol l to ~.•ejer IIdp' ; f'{lfl ,l from Fort Ibp (0 Noeth prarrle, O1,mpia,
April t , !-jC.

Al1j af.} lI l ( : l' n l't·~t 'TIl ton to ) Iaj nr Hap ;; occnpatioc or ~u..t h prairie , Ol}mllia,
A lml G. I b;,Il .

l \ lpt-ain ,\i ;l'l r tn t :()n-rul,1" St evcn-: scout lip the X( ';(ju;llly , Fort Hhn ·cnF, Yelm
Prairie , :\ pril Co , l ii.Vi.

GOY. Ste vens t 'J Mnjl,r p ~J" ; 1'.·"ig1l 3t il,n ;l(·(cp tcd . Ol~·Hlpj ll , .t\I·, ;i 10, JF.)G.

.l dj. (icuf:rn l T ilton to L:a p t ilin 8wil lll : ~I ; {l( cllpatioll of N#ulh P rair ie, Ol,rm pia ,
Apr il I:!, 1...:.1; .

'00
2~2

29-1

29.>

'"

29.

300

301

30'

:::02

303

3"
30<;



CONl'K'll'S. XU l

PAGE.
I:U\', S tevens to Capt, Swiurlal; connectio n with the line of the Ne-qually , Olym-

pin, Aprill ;" , Ib,jG, 30,;

C;l[l t'l ill Bwindal to GO\'{'nLCl' Stevens; block house built (In South I'ralric, Camp
,',l ulltgomcry, Apr il ~O , l~ :j G. 30G

Captaln l[axon t o .\ dj \lt: ll1 t u cncrat 'l'ilton ; scout s to Michell prairie aud lake Ow-
l.ep , Call1'' Wren , ' \ IJl'i l :13 , 1 ' :'G. ::{J6

C;l ~,t.. ; :l Itahboson to Uo\". ~I C \'eu_~ ; Iu.llan enc ampment, Fort McAlk ter , South
I ' rat rtc , April ~D , }1o,3(:\. 30d

CUIltiin Swindal to .\(!jutant Genera l Tiltoll; report of "cod , For t ),fc.llist cr, May
:!,l , l R5G. 309

_\ ~j. (jeneml 'I nton t" CUIJta ill DcLa"J'; examinat ion d route to t he Suoqualmlc
l';L~ S . OIJ lllpia , ~L~.r n . r~ .~i ;. 300

(;u'..e r,101' Stevens 101Captain Swi::d.tl ; l,{) ~ t ~ to be t ur uud over to Lieut . CuI. Casey,
Olympia , Jnly 17, IS,il;. 310

XIII. NOl{'['HERK BATTALION AN D DOW!'." THE SOUND.

do <10 <10 do do do Xu\'. 9 , 185;;; .

311

312

Atlj tlt,U1t General Tilton to Capt. 1. K . E lj (,, \ " ; instruction.., N ov. 10, It s'). 314

Captaln I. ~. Etey t o _\.llj . Gen . Till oll; condi tion of af,airc< , Nev. 12, 1~ ;)5 . :1I"

flo do de Nov, 28, IS;;., . 31"

.\. Jj . Gen. Tilton to Capt. J. N. Et ey; inctru r- tions, Dec. ,t , 1' 55. 317

do do Occuparlon of C I'(':o.(' (' I.t Har bor, Dec. :1 , 1855. 317

.\ .ljiltant Gcnernl Tilton to Captain .\ . A. Plummer : lnatruct lons , Dec. 11,1 [.:[,., . 31R

rt ov. Stevens to Capt . I. X . E lll'}' ; relative to VOIUll tCCI';; for six mouths a nd aeu-
eral derence, l'ch. 1, 1&':'1;. 319

do do Ull ra : ~i n~ volunteer s, Fch. ? , 1:-:iG. 319

Gov. l-.W'·CIl;; to Maj or com :Il J.uJ ing S ortlrcm battalion; general inst ructions, Fell.
~ , 185G. ;"tlQ

l ' h n of defence (Jf t he lower part of the Sound . 320

Defence of Rl:'Ui Il f;'ham Bay, 321

(l li 'i. s te vens to Cut.tul n 1. X. Eiley; estalrliabtnent of pfl!'b aW \'C the fa lls of the
Snoqualmie, 1\;1, . 14, H;;"iG. 322

Mujar Van ljo kkelcn to At1j ,ll:llIt G('llu d Til ton; movem ents oCNorthern Lntt.a l-
ion and Indian nuxiliar.cs , Fort 'I'lltou , "March 10, l ~ t)C . 322

f'rlJ,Ll in S. n. 1I0\\"c ta '\ llj l. ta11 1 General TiltOlJ; movements ( )f bi3 company . Fort
ELey, ;,1"l"!;11 10 , 1<;.)(;. 324

:U;t j'!l" vn n Bokkclin to Gil'. StcVC I\,~ ; future movements of nor thern bat talioll,
FlIlt Huys , Ap ril 2, 1:",; \, . 320

Descr tpt ton of route taken by t he :"Jotthe l"l l battalion from Port Tilto n to Fort
Hays. • 327

Gov. Stevens t o ~ I aior \ -an Go1.kelin; 1't'1'1.\' to th e ,rajor'o; tetter announcing Lis nr-
rival at Fort Hays, Olympte March 2";; , l ~ :i l; . 328

MaJ, Van Bokkelin to Ocv. Stevens ; scout 111 the northern and centeel battalions,
F ort Hays . AN il l , Hl., 6, 329



XIV CO:iTENTS.

PAGE.

C:l),t. P t' a \)('tl)' to Adj lllant Ocnerar T ilton ; rq )(,rt of ,.(01.;1 ul ' ti,l.' the h nOolllalmie
into the lake-s , Fort Ttlvru . A}!rll ',Z 'i. t F-.; ·' .

{';ll' l. Howe to .\ (\i t:t :lll t Ccucral 'CHon : ret urn Irnm a scout : reslgnat lon , Fort
TiltUl1 , '\ ln iI 2i, 1:::;(;,

.\,lj'.lt ltlt (: I'uu "l T Iltr -n to ~ I;>jnr Yon B,)kk l'l ib ; retcra of northern baltalion to
F" , t T;:l [.l: I, O;\nJ)Jh , .\ I.t il zr, i-cc.

•

~l ;} j()r Ya n U"kl.d iu t<l .\ tljutar;t T ilh >l l : ((": 1> 1"1: route to the Snoqualmie; Trud ie..
Li l l t v nf 1:tC l' y ..... . lLugcr,,' I'ralrh-, :,I.i} '1 :: , 1~5G .

• •
~ [aj . " ;\:1 llllkkdill tv A,ljut :mt Ilcncral Tilton, Fori T i:It,J1 ~r..l,}' 21, 185(;,

~bj . Vau BJi.. la li.l t c G~\·. l'\t ' \· "ll ~ : cr,;~..~i ll :; t ill ' Snoqualmie, n .lnJ'ers! Prairie,
'-1 .1.' 23, l s.-,·; .

Ocv. s tevens to L ieu t. (',,-,t. E. C. Fitzllll:,.h : us-s..eugcrs to Ouh i and Tc .i-ass, Olrm
}ii l . J Ur. l' I , l '-i:; (j.

Ll c.it. C e.1. ~~ . C. rit :~h ll ;.;:h to C; () \'. :'.1I vt r.s ; f::ilalc t o !>riug ill Oul.I , Te-l-ass a nd
t heir (lCoplc . 1l01mt s· Il a rl,or, J I1 11C 20, 1 " ~. G .

Ho\,. Steven- t o Maj" r Vall n..kkelin : train aeros-, IlII' Snoqualmie, OI,rmpia , loby
. ' 1· _.•_" , NU,

MJj. va n n ·kkdi ll t o Adj ,lt:m t c;1'1I0".3.1 T ilton ; ccc up ation cr tbe suoqualmlc, ~M'

q anl mte p;-,-", ~ , J une 2-1, h ;;·,r..

ll aj. Van Bokhd in to A(lj uta ut Ccnernl Tilton ; scout in the Ynli: ima valle)'. Fort
AlIkr, .t.n.e 2", I S,')'; ,

:130

..., .•• •

.....

.'~
O · ,...,11

: .1C

0 0 ·
.." j

:13!1

310

311

XI\", DEFE~CES OF, AXD OPEIUTlO~S I}; THE VICI:\,·
ITY OF SEATTLE.

Adjutant Oencret T ilton t o Capt. Hewit t : iu ct m efions, Olympia, N O\'. !I, IS-!S,

Capt . Hew itt t o G·O\·. :\1J.<;OD; cc ndu ion (I I Li,:; Cfl llll'.IIi)' , .\.c ., Sc:l.tU{' , K Of". 12. Jv .i,

A llj\llilll t Gr l\('r.ll Til ton to Capt. Bewilt; n-et-t th(' Indian as ent, Dlj mpia, Xov.
2 ~,I ".i,j .

Gov. Stevens t il Lieut. Col. Lander ; t: l1 lb trucnL<; for ~i. x months; general defence,
OI)·Jlll' i:l. , FC'!1. I , rsis.

Adj lltant Or nem t Tilb 'n to Lieut. ('" I. Lnndcr; r mpley ment (of Ind ia n cuxtllarlcs
on tlJ(' line ort:I(' Duwatul -h , Olj mpta, _\ r r il l:l , ] :"-:,G,

( ;o\' , Stevens t o Licut, Cu1. I,alu)l'c; iu-t rcct.ous, O) IllI·ill, r eb. 17, 1('56,

Lieut. Col. 1..·u II]f-r to A,lj nt ilt:t Geu{r:tl T ilt on ; H')lf lt or "Pf"ratkn~ . Seat tle, Hurch
3d 1, ' r:, .• , l eo ,

Adj lliullt GCl,Hul Tilton (.(1 Lleut . Col. Cr.eble, rmd notes hy Guv . l::)tevcn-,, ; Com
blued uevat fw d Mllitar)' nn.vemeut from Seattle to La ke Duwamish , Olympia.
~In n:h U , I f ,; :;.

Allj u1:1.Ilt General Tilton to Lieut . Col. l..mdr·r ; ~cttinb in of Iudians Laek of' Feat
t!e, Oll l::lI,ia , .\ ll t iI 13, b ,jti,

Lieut . Cell. La nd. r to Adjnt.~mt t;c:l<' r nl Tflton : operat ion.. on t ht' line ('I f t he Du
wemt-b : llOSti: (l Indiana brought in , Port on nuwemtsb, AllCii U , 1~5H .

.\ ,lj ut :l.llt General Tilton to L ieut . Col. I.", n,ler ; co-ope reuon with Cllp l . ) lC'ot , Olym
pia, April l.i . I&JG,

31G

3IG

311

34~

:as

3;2

356



CUNTE"TS.

r-we.
Lieu t . Col. Lander to ." djutant General TiIt"n ; scents of Lh-ut, Denny, end Ser-

jcant Heuning , Fort on Duw.uu leb• .!.I,ril 28, 1856, ::;jC

Allj,:u r.t General Tilton to Lieut . Col. Lander j a t kllowlcd;;!llcill l ' servin ' ", 0 1) m-
j.la , ~ray 4. I f- 56, 3S9

.\(1~ . Geu. Tilt on t o Lient , llr un}' j ('IlUing road from Fort H.ll " to t bc Fa!bo l ,f t l:e
Sn(,l~';l:dr, lil" 01,)111£.:a. J ULIe 3, I -C. S!j!)

Lie ct. Doouy to .-\dj ~IUnt t i r llu ".)1 Tilt on: tlifti.:u1t;f':o! in t f.e Wil,Y of ('~uti ilg tt e
ete ve tnet ructtous, Fort Lauder, J l ' IlC l :~ . 1:-.;6. 3GO

:\ (lj. Gu leral 'Pilto n to Lieut. Th.'IIII ) ' inst ruct ions Du)(l ifi {-d , 0 1.)"1I11,;a , J une Jj.
l ~~G . 3Gl

l.l ~ :.; t. Iknnj- to Adj. General Tilt..m ; ol :ju ts to lLc iust ructious , Fort Lauder,
.r ccc i e, 1"5(:. 3C2

Adj. (i{·!.t'f.l l T ilton t u Lkut, D('DD)"; ~1 : l" \"C~ll from duty, end ord ercd to nu n t.Ile
CHl.JlllOY over to Li..ut , S td y , Ol,pll l,ia , J ULC 7.J. , 1~':' 6 . 3C.J.

Adj . Cemrat Tilt.on to Liect. Xu·I.I; I.l~l l"fd t o n lk v c Lieutenuut Ild lllJ from the
ccmn.and of Company A, aml te cut tln: t ratl , Ol:, mpill . J 14 11C ~4 . 18.-, G. 36(

Let ter and rcsoluttoae of COmpllll)" A. dk ll'I'I'lw il:g of tl.c course of the Com-
~:: [; (;er" iu·Chief, Fort I.andn , J une 2i , L&':ti. 365

AUj. General Tilton to Lit-li t. Col. Fi ~."l.hu~h ; tust rcc ttous ill f1 '(!:3ttl to IDu!-tn in,::
c::t CLltlpaoy .0\ , OIr mpia, J ol)" ~7 , I ~·>ti . 3C7

Lt. Col. Fitzhugh to Governor Stevens ; CUlJIl'UlIY .'\ bas not agreed to the condi-
ti ona ucressary to its Ll:illK mustered ant , Seatt le, J une 2 ~1 , It',')fi. 3G8

do do do endorsement hy Lieutenant. Neely of
Id ler of J une 23, F,ig llcd Company A, Ik llingh,un Bar , Oct . 8 , If ,)li. 370

Llei.t , Col. Fit zhugh to Lieut. N"t d y ; hope - the rcsclut fous will be modijj l"d , awl
the ccmpauymustcred (Jut , lkl ;ill;.;halll llay, Sept . ~2d , t ssu. 37u

Lieut. -XU'ly to Col. F itzh ugh ; endors ement of letter ~igll~'d Compa ny A. lort
Lander , Oct. I. l~ :i li. :\71

XV. lJEFE:\CE:- A:\lJ OPER ATIO:\S IX LEWIS
COUXT Y.

Capt . J ..bu R. Jack-on tv .\ <; t ill:;·li on'uwr Ma"on; neve scouting parl iu; out con
con-tautly. Ac. , "end JOU mu-ter roll of rut Cl.JJlJl lanJ , L(' wi~ t 'Oll ll lJ I:J.I~ge;·~.

JIO h\· . 13, b ,:;,:; . 372

Alij "l:l l,t General Tiit oD t f) Lieut. l '01. ('w ",Lie; orde rs t o proceed to Lewhi COII:,t )·
to e.rganlze voluntee rs : prevent ft il ndry Indinus from o~lt ol i u i rl J.!: li'IU(; I' , .\ I'fll
;;,1, I I'.5G. 3j3

Lieut. t'r l. Crc AJie t o AdJlow nt Oen. Tilton : !'o t..t illg t hat .1 Cf·mI"m~· has been r.r-
1';:lUi7.l,l . ~\ rriI 5 ,l !')[,G. jj3

(;lI' " Ptl\CUl> to Lieut. Col. CrusLi..; sllflph.... for l.Rwi'l conuty CHlOr f l n J will 1,('
Iuruc.bed br Capt . Hurd , quartermu-tcr and commlssary, "' l id 5, l ~ :';(; . 3j :;

Lieut. Cr.I.C~Lie to Adjulant Genera! T ilton; Lloo: 1.. I , (ll L'-e at the Lu ltJ:mi;: forces
on tuc Cownte: Oowtus lndian- : India u., uot pc nuuted to go to Ilank r I,}
the Cituells , April 8 , 1856. JiG



XVl COX'f "~XT~.

J'AGE.

Capt . B. D. w arbase to Governor Stevens; scout ing part)' to K!ll katut prairie, awl
road from Pain COllrt; J une 2, lS56.

Governor Stevens to Lieutenant S . S. Ford , Sr. ; orders to divide Captain Warbal<s'
company into actin and reserved l ist ; »t.rrt P ierre ChUl k s uu a scout , ret urn
g ilDs to P lumondeau; rk-fenccs a t Jack-ens , Muy 21, I~;, '; .

Lleut , Col. S. S . Ford , sr ., to GO\'. Stevens: executed orders of May 21, 1856, May
20, 1~ ;jG .

Capt . B. 0 . wert.ass to Adj , CeD. Tilton; block house on Klickatat prairle; ready
for any ClIlCq :T lH:Y, J UlIC :.;0, I t;.~ l ;.

pterchal to GOl. Stevens; rep ort ()( scout up the Cowlitz with friendly Indians ,
J uly 11 , 1l']56.

:H6

0- '

""

XVI. OI'ERA'l'IO."S 0 1\ 1'JIB COLU~IBIA RIVER, Al\D
DEFE." CES IN CLAItKB COmiT Y.

Acting-Gow roor Mason to commanding officer Clarke county volunteers ; you will
report to the conncanding olfl cer at Fort v nucouver, Ott. 14,lf;,j5. 3<:: 0

Capt . w m. Kelly to A(tillg"Go\'~rnor M:;.~on ; compaIl )" organized for howe prctec-
t lcn; unued and equippe d from Milital')" store , & 1:., Od. 15,185,'1. 3':-1

ActiI'g·Gtwcrr.or Mn-ou to Capt, w m. Kdly ; accept your cOlllllany, to lie ca lled
out in case of emerge ncy , ~\ t·. , Od. :::0 , l E'.'JG. 3 ~' 1

Adj. Gen. 'I'iltcn to Capt. MtCul1de, Cu. G; send commtssfons, instructions , <\c.,
KM . 10, H,[,i. 3s2

Capt. McCol'kle tv AetiDg"GoH~mor Mason j report ()f Scout.", Nov. 19, 1850, 3~3

Adj . Tilton to Ce j.talu 1lcCol'klej must cbtu!n arms of Gen. GiliiJ :;j, and provivions
whe re you can oLlain credit 011 gov't , «f.,Xov. :lG, l iXo.,. 3E4

Adj. GCII. Tilton to Capt. Wil liam Bratton: seml )"our commtseton; relative to duties
(If company, &c. , Dec. I , 1~5. ::85

Captain Strong to .Major R lillS; object to m~' company being mustered out before
ex pimtion of three mouth", Nov. 10, 18[);,. 3~j

:f,[ajor Ruing to (':11'1. St rongj directed to muste r your company out of service with-
out all~' qualificat ion, Dec. 12.1b5G. 3B(;

Captain St rong to Actin g·Governor Masou; my company to 1Je mustered out nf
U. S. service, prolJu1JI}'; await your orders, Dec. 14, H·.~5. 387

Capt. St roJng to Acting Gov. jtason ; orders to runster my com pany out of service
of tbe Un ited Staws counterma nded , Del· . l G, 18:;;), ::~ 7

Adj utant General 'I'ilt-m to Cape. gtroug ; retain j our organization unt il 27th j

grant furloughs to men, &e., J an. 4, l E15G, 3,,~

Gov. Stevens to Lt. Huger j citizens (If Clarke county I'hnuId adopt bulldleg block-
bousee, March 30, 1856, :::1'9

Lt. Col. Crosbie to Capt. 111. R. Hathaway, in regnrd to must ering Clarke county
company into service, April 2, l~ :, ti , ;;t'!l

Lieut. Hnger to 1:0\'. Sk\emj recommends t hat Cllpt. Kelly's ('ClmllQlly should not
be mustered into eervkc for home protection , .\ Jlril 3, l b[iij, 300

Lieut. Huger to Adjutau t u cneral Tilton ; same tenor M letter to GO h Srelenf;,
April 3, 1%6. 391



CONTENTS.

.A \ijutallt General Tilton to Lieut. Huger ; Capt . Kelly's compa ny will be acce pte d
on certain condit ions, &c., April 5, 1856,

n ov. Stevens to Capt . M. n . Hathaway ; Capt . Kelly's company to be ..ubject to
the orders of the E xecutive , &-c., Apeil 6 , 1 "' ~6 ;

Ln-ut, Huger to Capt. William Kelly ; accept yOllt I~(l lllpany , &c ." A.pril s th.
1856 ,

Lieut. Huger to Adjutant tjeueral Tilton ; block-bousee on Washoogal and Lewis
li vers ; proffe red to co-operat e with regulars, &c., April H,lb5l'l ,

Gov. Stevens Lieut.lIuger , (duplicate of let ter No. 328,)

Lieut. linger to Adj utant General Tilton, (duplicate of letter 1'0. 235,)

Lieut. J . D. Biles to Capt. Kelly, in relation to P0I1 Rigg<! , Apl'il lO, l S5G,

Cd11t. wm. Kelly to Sergeant Richard Covington ; orders Xo. 5 ; erect ion of hlock
bouse; scouts , &.c., April 10, 1856,

fapt, Wm. Kelly to Lieut. J. D. Biles , in regard to building block-house uu Lewts
river, April 14, 18M,

r apt . Kelly to Lieut. Huger ; report of condtnon of company ; operations, .t e.,
Aprill4., 1&:16 ,

l.rcut. J . D. Biles to Capt . Kelly ; Lewis river ; have selected spot for blocs -house.
April , 1856 ,

urders No.6; Capt. Kelly, Cla rke county rangers ,

t'ept , Kelly W Adj utant General Til ton ; report of operancns , Apr il 30. Il:l;'U,

Adjutant General Tilton to Capt . Kelly; a requisition bee been made (or Howitz-
ers, guns, ·&c., for your forts, &c. ; raise your command to 80 men; confer
with Col. Hurd relative to supplies, ac., May 17, 1866,

L!f ut. J. D. Biles to Adjutant General Tilton ; Capt. Kelly on a scout ; unable to
increase compauy to 80 men , but three or fo ur willing to march (Jut of Clarke
county, May 19, 1856,

Gov. Stevens to Capt. Kelly ; keep record of men 0 11 duty aud thuse I I '" on dUl) ,
ac., May 22,1856 ,

uov. Stevens to Capt. Kelly . in relation to the record of men on duty l111U those not
no d uty, &c. , May 29 , I S5G,

Gov. Stevena to Capt. Wm. Kelly, in regard to t wenty men for dnty , .\c.. J uly 7tb .
1&J6,

t' apt. Wm. Kelly to Gov. Bte vens : recommend company be disbanded, and that
myaelf and a uon-commissioued officer be retained to collect pto}JCrty, &". , .1 il 

lS 9, 1856.

Gov. Ste vens to Cant, Kellv : your recommeudauoue eun rcred . Julv 14. I t-56.
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GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE.

Ftl/Qu; citiz"", of llu UgisloJiee Assemhly,

of llu Territory of W ashinglo1l :

I congratulate you on tbe comparatively bappy auspices under; whicb
we now meet. The last Legislative Assembly bad its session in a period
of gloom and despondency, wben our people had been compelled to con
gregate in block-houses for protection-wben both east and west of the
Cascade mountains a wily and treacherous foe were dealing fire and death
upon our homes and people-wbeu the fealty ofa large number of tbe so
called friendly tribes was uncertain.

A vlgorous and united effort was made; more than one-half of the
able bodied men took up arms; tbe citizens with unexampled patriotism
turned ont thcir animals, tbeir provisious and their shipping. A vigorous
campaign was waged in the enemy's coontry ; decisive blows were struck,
tbe allegiance of tbe friendly Indiaus not ouly strengtbened, bnt tbeir ef
fective aid secured us auxiliaries, and iu a few montbs tbe hostiles on the
Sound were reduced to unconditional submission, or driren across the Cas
cades,

We meet to-day nnder eomparatively the auspices of peace and re
turning prosperity. The Sound is wbitening witb the sails of commerce,
tbe fields are preparing to make retnrus to tbe labor of tbe husbandmen,
and tbrongh most portions of the settlements onr citizens can travel with
safety.

Not that now tbere is no danger-not tbat now a lasting peace bas
been secured with tbe Indian tribes of tbe Territory-not that now all our
citizens can return to bomes wbieh bave been made to smile tbrongh bon
est yearsof labor-not tbat now our people can seek new bomes under tbe



solemn safe-guards of the government and the plighted faith of the Indians
-not that now there is not vigorous action und an intelligent forecast re
quired to put our Territory on the vantage ground due to its geographical
position, and individually, to its people for their generous sacrifices in the
cause of hnmanity and their country-not that now a want of appreciation
docs Dot exist, Loth of the rights of our citizens under exist ing laws, and of
the true policy which should characterize the military operations of those
sent here for our protection. Our people have not had the sympathy and
the protection to which they were entitled, and the facti! will be briefly Bet
forth in this address.

L et us have confidence in the justice and discrimination of the Gov
ernmcnt , which will, I firmly believe, correct all these evils. Let us see to
it, that we use every exertion to ameliorate them.

The message of acting Gov. Mason to the last Legislative A ssembly,
get forth the causes of the war, and the operations in prosecution of it
which bad been undertaken previous to its assembling, and the address
which 1 delivered on my arrival from the I ndian conntry, announced the
policy which ought, in my judgment, to characterize all the operations of
the Government with the hostile Indians, and the necessity which the
Territory was under of permitting its volunteers no longer to be mustered
into the regular service in consequence of a breach of faith.

The war had its origin in the Indians treacherously killing some of our
best citizens, both cast and west of the Cascade mountains, not sparing
women and children, in the teeth of the faith of solemn treaties. It was
not caused as has been falsely asserted by Lad conduct on the part of the
citizens, who have been habitually kind to the I ndians.

The troops were at first mustered into. the regular service, but when
they were mustered out in utter disregard of all agreement to muster them
in and send them on a specific service, the time had come for the territory
to muster them iuto the service on its own responsibility.

The Indians to be conquered and pence to be permanently established,
the one should feel t he power of the Govern ment, and the other should he
on the basis of absolute submission to its justice and mercy.

Th ese views met with the approbation of your predecessors, and I am
indebted to them for their confidence in leaving to my discretion the Of 

ganielng of the territorial forces, and applying them to reducing the enemy
to submission. I have endeavored to do my duty in a way that should be
creditable to the territory, should sustain the prestige of American valor,
and keep in the ascendant the A merican flag.

It was during the session of the last Legislative A &<;embly that I
issued my proclamation calling out volunteers for six months.

This force was organized into three battallions, which were designated
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as tbe Northern, Central, and Sonthem battalions, each of wbicb elected
its Major, and tbe two latter were organized ioto a single commaod by tbe
election of a Lieutenant Colonel.

The Northern bettalllon under the command of Major Van Bokelen
consisted of Cds G, Capt. Smalley; H, Capt. P eabody; I, Capt. H owe.
Tbo Central battallion under Major Gi lmore H ays of Co's B, Capt. Rob
beson ; C, Capt. H enness; E, Capt. Riley; F , Copt. Swindal-the Pio
neer company, Capt. Wbite, and the train guard Capt. Shead. Southern
battallion, Major Maxon of the W ashington Monnted Rifles, Major Max
on, Captoin; D, Capt. A chilles; E , Capt Miller, and K, Capt. Golf.

A Quartermaster and Commissary's department was organized
tbroug bout the territory, by the appointment of a Quartermaster and Com
mlssary General, an Assistant Quartermaster and Commissary General, nnd
seven Quartermasters and Commissaries, besides one Regimental Quarter
master and Commisnary on do ty witb t he troops in the field,

Care was taken to supply tbe troops with the proper force of medical
officers, expresses were organized throughout the territory, and every ex
ertion made to collect supplies and transportation.

The plao was to g uard the line of the Snohomish by the whole avail
able force of the Northern bat talllon, to move with the Central battallion
at once into the heart of the enemy's country with one bundred day's SUtr

plica, to opera te witb tbe Southern batla llion cast of tbe Cascades, and to
combine all the operations by a movement from the Sound to the interior,
or from the interior to the Sound, according to circumstances,

It was also determinod in all the military operations to occupy tbe
country permanently by roads and block-houses, and one of the companies
W8B enlisted expressly for such service, and was named the Pioneer com
pany.

The citizens moreover were urged not to leave the borders of the set
tlements, but wherever there were three or morc families, to build a block
bouse and bold a firm front to tho enemy,

My proclamation was doted the 22nd day of J annary. 00 the 19th

F ebruary the Central battalion moved from tbe Y elm prairie, the 20th,
21st 22d and 23d, it established the post at Camp Montgomery, the 25 th ,
26tb, 27tb, 28tb and 29 tb, the post and ferry at tbe emigrant crossing of
tbe Puyallup, and on the 10tb of Mercb fought t he decisive hattie of Con
nel's prairie, where previously a post had boon established, the only general
engagement with the Indiana of the Sound since N ovember, 1855, which
resulted in a I""" of thirty killed and mortally wounded to tbe enemy.
The Indians then scattered into small parties, wi th the evident design or
burning and laying waste tbe set tlements, The report of Major H ays
wbieh will he fouod io tbe aceompaoying papcrs will best show bow well
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each company of Lis command did its part. It will be invidious to partic
ularize, except that it will be proper to state that the alacrity with which
Capt. Henness' company, ordered for ranging doty, left behind their horses
and went forward 011 foot, is deserving of special mention. They took an
active part with company H, Capt. R abhcson, the Pioneers under Capt.
",Vhite, the scouts under Capt. Swindel, in this decisive engagement.

.In the meantime, the northern bat talion was being organized and sent
up the liae of the Sno-ho-mish ; Port Townsend was the general depot of
supplies, and the friendly Indians of the H olmes' Harbor reservations
performed the canoe transportation for the rivers, Fort Tilton, near the
falls of the Sno-qual-mie, was occupied the latter days of Fehruary
and early in )larch. The ronte thence to Hanger's Prairie, above the falls
of the Snoqual-mie examined, and , on the 13th March, Major V an Boke
Hn, wi th company G., Capt. Smalley, consist ing of 46 rank and 61e, and
76 friendly Indinns, marched through the forests to the camp of the cen
tral battalion on Connell's Prairie.

Soon after returning to Olympia from the Blackfoot country, I went
clown the Sound to take the necessary measures for its defense, and inspect
the Indian reservations. The result was the organiza tion of a volunteer
compauy at Seattle, by the election of the Chief J ustice of the Terri tory
as its commander, and the sending 8 force of Indian auxiliaries under Pat
K anim against the hostiles known to be on Green River under Lescbi.

The Indian Agent of the Sound district accompnniod the force IIp the
Suo-ho-mlsh river, and the result Will' one skirmish, resulting in the seizing
and hanging two of the hostiles, and u severe battle, inflicting a loss of
five killed and six wounded, upon the enemy.

The same force of Indian auxiliaries eccoropenicd Mejor Van Bokelin
on his march from the Sno-qnal-mie to Connell's Prairie.

Previous to the battle of Connell's P rairie, ",Yhite and Northcraft, two
of the most respectable citizens of the territory, 'Were killed 'within
12 miles of the capital, and there WQS grave cause of apprehension that,
as the central battalion moved into the enemy's country the hostiles
would turn its flank , and fall "11On the settlements IlOW disgamisbed of
troops.

Being unwilling to make any retrogade movements, the effect being
mischievous in depressing the morale of our troops and raising that of the
enemy, I determined to move the southern battalion, already en route for
the interior, to the Sound, unite it with the central battalion to operate
vigorously 0 11 the Sound till the war was closed, and then carry out the
original plan of operating in the interior, by sending over the Cascades
all the available strength of the territorial forces. The order was obeyed
with an alacrity and promptitnde which calls at my hands for the warmest



commendation. The express carrying the order left Olympia at midnight,
on the 2d and Sd March, and on the eleventh, Capt. (afterwards Major)
Maxon reported his company at the Falls, two miles from this place, for
orders . The distance traveled both ways by the express and by the
troops being nearly three hnndred miles. It must be borne in mind that
the roads were in the worst possible condition, and the weather rainy.

The other companies of the sonthern battalion soon followed. Those
of Copts. Miller and Achilles were advanced to the border settlements of
Pierce and Thurston counties, and that of Capt. Goff was held in reserve
on the Skooknm Chnck.

At this juncture, additional bands of Indian auxiliaries were employed
from the Chehalis and Sqnaxon tribes for the porpose of scouting the
country in the vicinity of the Nesqually, and offers of assistance were
freely tendered by nearly every tribe on the Sound. The Northern In
dians had also previously tendered their services, which were declined, ex
cepting some eight men who acted as scouts in connection with the north
em battalion. These arrangements enabled the country to be held firmly,
aud gave the force to seud parties in the various directions to bunt up
and reduce the enemy.

The orders were accordingly given, and all the arrangements made
to penetrate the fastnesses whence the Indians sallied forth to spread
devastation and death, when a difficulty, which had been felt acknowl
edged, and made great cause of complaint from the commencement of the
war, assumed an aspect which called for the promptest action.

I refer to the so-called neutrals in the war, who remained on their
claims unmolested, when OUf patriotic citizens were compelled to live in
block houses. There is no such thing in my humble judgment 89 ncu
trality in an Indian war, and whoever can remain on his claim unmolested,
is an ally of the enemy, and must be dealt with as such. These men, I
ordered in to the towns, giving them the choice of residence at Olympia,
NisqualIy, or Steilacoom, and on their returning to their claims in viola
tion of orders, I caused them to be put in close confinement at Steila
coom.

Thereupon, exertions were made to procure their release, which I
met by my proclamation placing Pierce county under martial law.

The testimony of the military ollicers in the field-s-that their exer
tions were fruitless to find the encmy till the decisive step had been taken
of ordering and keeping iu the suspected persons, and that afterwards
they repeatedly strnck them, and effectually prevented their rallying agsin,
is the best evidence of the necessity of the course taken by the executive.
I took the responsibility ns an incident of the war, and as necessary to its
successful prosecution and termination, The whole territory was in a



state of siege; more than Doe half of the ahle bodied men were in tho
field ; tbe sole business almost of the territory was the war. It was no
time for balf measures, or for running the risk of the slaughtering of our
families and the destruction of our property.

Not ouly was the executive frequently besought, previous to his
proclamation of martial law, to enforce it all over the territory, but B

military officer in command of regular troops was urgently advised to do
80 over 0 portion of the territory by pel'8OD8 who felt aggrieved by the
action of the executive.

When the time has come for aU members of the community to resort
to arms-when the officers of justice are in the field in command of
troops. it would seem to be the dictate of patriotism, and to be an obliga
tion of duty to avoid a collision with the authority entrusted with the
general defense. Least of all, would it be expected that the field should
be abandoned not only witbout orders, but without notice, to enter upon
Q, course, the inevitable result of which was to bring about a co llision, and
engender strife and ill feeling amidst a population already too ' mall when
united, 00 defend itself from the common enemy, and leave hands enough
at home 00 procure food for the coming year.

I impute no want of patriotism, no inconsiderateness of action 00
those who hove dilfered from me; I concede to all the highest motives of
act ion which may be claimed. I speak of stubborn facts, and of the in
ferences, to be drawn therefrom, and of the practical tendency nnd effect
{If the action of those who sought to strike down the executive, wheu la
boriously and honestly exerting his whole force to bring back peace and
prosperity to a suffering people.

I now leave this matter of martial law in your hands, fellow citizens,
of the legislative assembly, and I invite your most rigid scrutiny into tbe
necessity of proclaiming it, and the measures taken to enforce it.

The massacre of the Cascades rendered it necessary to call more vol
unteers into the service, and one company under the command oC Capt
Wm. Kelly was raised in Clarke county, and another under the command
of Capt E . D. W arba"", in Lewis CODDty. Both connt les were block
housed, and in Lewis county the roads were Improved to facilitate commu
nication, and two ferries established ou the Cowlitz to make the trail to

Monticello practicable to troops at all seasons of tbe yeur, Small parties
of Indian auxilliaries were also employed in Lewis county to watch tho
trails and procure Information.

lu the meantime sight was nerer lost of the fact that a contingency
might arise making it necessary to operate cast of the Cascade mountains,
and whilst the Southern battallion was operating with the Cent ral and
;Northern battalions in bringing tbe war to a close upon tbe Souad, enp-
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plies and transportation were pnsbed to the Dalles, and uccnmulated . t the

YeIm prairi e, and at Camp M ontgomery to move over the Cascades.
Till the war was brought to a close east of th e mountains, the Sound

was not free from danger. The Sound hostiles were acting in concert
with those of the Yakima and other tribes, and had been actually assisted
by II. force of sixty Yakimas under the son of Owhi. To secure the per
manent peace of the Sound, it was essential to carry it"! arms cast of the
mount ains, and to teach the Indians, that not only was the Sound adequate
for its own defence, but that it had the force to "carry th e war into A frica."

H ad the operations of the regular troops been energetic and decisive,
had the true policy of the war been inflexibly carried out , I should have
hesitated long before I sent troops east of th e Cascades, except in obedi
ence to a requisition of th e principal officer in command. But when I re
ceived official information frOID Col. Wright, in com:naud of the Northern
District, t hat he did not intend to operate in the W alla W aIIt\, tbat his
ndvices were that the Indians in that quarter and on the Snake were
friendly, and when furthermore, it being necessary to send an Indian train
with supplies to the Nez P erce connt ry , my requ isition for an escort was
practically refused by being referred to Ge n. W ool, the time bad come for
a prompt and vigorous movement.

, Vhen I met th e Nee P erces in their own country last December, they
were staunch in their determination t o abide by tbeir t rea ty, and to keep
hostiles out of their country. They offe red t heir warriors to see me safe
through the hostile country. Tbey organized a company of fi fty volunteers
to maintain the integrity of the nation, t o defend the agent and keep all
hostiles out.

When the regular troops commenced their feeble and procrastinating
course in the Y akima country, disaffection which had already commenced
in consequence of a tampering with th em by persons having no au thority,
rapidly spread muong the N ez P erces, and the A gent and t he reliable
chiefs advised me that unless troops were rapidly sent there, the majority
of the nation would be plunged into the war.

I accordingly determined t o push forward all the available troops
with the least possible delay. L t . Col. B. F . S haw was intrasted with tho
command, with Majors Maxon and Blankenship as the battalion com
manders .

A t this junction, I proposed to Lieut. Col. Casey a j oint operation
over the Cascades into the Ynkima, he moving over the N achess with
t hree companies, one to be retained ncar the pa s..", and the volunteers to
move over t he Sno-qual-mie with a wagon train, that pass being much
lower and more open than the N aehess, and there being much less snow
npon it, for Major Vau Bokelin bad examined the pass and reported the
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quantity of snow, and his expresses had reported thut a wagun road. could
easily be made on that line. 'I'be engineer officer, Capt. De Lacy, was
sent over the route to verify the fact by actual observation, and transpor
tation was collected in readiness to move with the wagon train, should the
route be found one that the available working parties could make practi
cable in season. Col. Casey declined the combined operation and sent his
force to the assistance of Col. Wright by way of the Columbia, and Capt.
De Lacy having reported the route impracticable for the time allowed to
build it, I determined to move over the Nachess with pack animals.

It will be recollected that when Col. Wright first moved into the
Yakima, he met a large force of hostiles near the Nachess, marched to
and encamped 011 its banks, and sent back for reinforcements. Lt. Col.
Shaw by my orders sent au express over the Nachess, consisting of Messrs.
Coffee and Sharp, to get information and to inform Col. Wright that the
volunteers were about moving to his assistance.

The successful accomplishment of this very arduous and perilons ser
vice, furnished the information that the route was entirely practicable, and
Lt. Col. Shaw star ted from Camp Montgomery on the 12th of June. His
force consisted of the following companies of the Central and Southern
battallions under the respective ~[ajors Blankenship and Maxon, viz: Co.
C, Capt. Henness; Washiagtoa Mounted Rifles, Major Maxon; Co. D,
Lt. Powell, and Co. J, Capt. Miller; numbering in all, 175 officers and
men. The pack train consisted of 27 packers and 107 pack animals, un
der Capt. Armstrong, the regimental Quartermaster and Commissary.
He determined after crossing White river at Porter's to keep on the north
bank of the river, thongh by a veteran and energetic officer it was pro
nonneed impracticable, and he successfully accomplished the nndertnking
and brought his force to the Weaass without the loss of a day, and with
but that of a single animal.

Whilst Shaw was marching over the Cascades, new troops raised on
the Columbia, rendezvoused at the Dalles, and on the 22d of June, a force
of two companies of 175 men under Capts. Goff and Williams, with a
train of forty-five wagons and 35 pack animals in charge of Quartennaster
and Commissary Robie, commenced its march from the Dalles to join Shaw
at Walla Walla.

On the 9th of Jnly the whole force came together on Mill Creek in
the Walla Walla, including the Nez Perce auxiliaries, who marched from
the Nez Perce country under Lt. Col. Craig, except a force of about sev
cnty-five men, which, under Goff, separated from the train on the Umatilla
to march to the assistance of ::\'Iajor Layton of the Oregon volunteers, in
presence of a large number of the enemy, in the Blue mountains.

At a conference held with the Nez Perce chiefs, the strongest assu-
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ranees were given of the friendship of the whole nation, and Capt. Robie
proceeded withont an escort other than that furnished by the Nez P erees,
with an Indian train to the P es P erce country.

Lt. Col. Shaw learning that the hostiles were in the Grand Ronde,
determined to march agai nst them and moving in the night by an unnsed
trail, he fell upon t he main body the third day, and strock the hardest and
most brilliant blow of the war. The enemy were pursued some fifteen
miles, nearly all their provisions and ammunition were captured, over two
hundred horses fell into his hands, and the 10&'l of the enemy conld not
have been less t han from fotty to sixty killed and mortally wounded.

Two days before the battle of t he Grand Bonde, the W ashington
volunteers in concert wi th the Oregon troops, fonght the battIe of Bnrnt
river, having pursued the enemy from the head waters of the Umatilla.

Whilst these decisive operations were going OD, for the fnll account
of which, I will refer you to the reports of Col. Shaw and his officers, the
disaffected portion of the Nez P erce nation began to use threatening lan
guage again and ordered Capt. Robie, who had jnst arrived with his train,
ont of their conntry. Capt. Robie returned by forced marches, found Col.
Sbaw ut the W alla Walla, jnst returned from the Grand Ronde. The
Nez P erees, however, again professed friendship on hearing of tho success
of OUf military operations, and in answer to Col. Shaw's message, stating
he was their friend, but if they beat their drums for war, he wonld parade
his men for battle, made again the most earnest protestations of friendship.

This seemed to be a favorable moment for doing away with disaffec
tion, and I immediately had word sent to all the Indians both friendly and
hostile to meet me at Walla Walla. It was made an express condition
that the only basis on which a conference would be held with the hostiles
was that of absolute submission to the justice and mercy of the govern
ment. Col. Shaw, who iu obedience to his original orders had already
communicated with the Indians to the same end now sent my message to
all the tribes. The hostiles wero directed to come without their arDlS.
They were guaranteed sate conduct coming to, at, and returning from the
Council ground.

The day my express started for the Walla WaIla, calling into counoil
the Indians, my proclamation was issued calling out two hundred volun
teers to strengthen Shaw's command- nearly every man going ont of ser
vice from the expiration of his term of enlistment ; at the same time I ad
dressed 001. Wright, in commend of the Northern district, a letter urging
him to occnpy the W alla W aIla with regular troops, and to accompany me
to the Walla WaIla to be present at tbe conncil.

On my way to the conncil, I met Col. Wright on the Colnmbia
river and having ascertained from him that he was despatching .. force of

2
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regulars to the valley, and that they would probably reacb that point in
season fOf the council, I revoked my proclamation calling out two hundred
volunteers, and the result of many conferences which I had with him before
leaving the Dalles, was, though he was unable to accompany me from thc
press of other duties, that I was led to expect the co-operatiou and assist
ance of the regular troopa about to occupy the Walla Walla vaIley.

The regular troops cousisting of four companies reached the valley
early in September, and the volunteers, except a single company, that of
Goff, was sent down to be mustered out of service.

The council was now opened. A large assemblage of Indians were
on the ground. The bead chief, chiefs, principal men, and nearly one-half
of the bulk of the Nez Perce uation, the Cayuses, the Walla Wallas, the
UmatiIlas, the chiefs of the Des Chutes and Tye Indiana, the Palouses, the
Yakimas, and iudividnal memhers of the other tribes. So hostile were
nearly all the Indians bnt a portion of the Nez Pcrees, that I made a re
quisition upon Lt. Col. Steptoe to protect my camp, abont to he left with
out troops by sending down Goff's company, whose terms of service were
also expiring, and on his refusal to comply with my requisition, that com
pany was retained to guard my camp.

The council continued six days, with an interval of two days occupied
in transferring the council ground to the vicinity of Lt. Col. Steptoe's
camp, some seven miles from the point where the council opened, a step
absolutely necessary to gnard my party from an attack during the holding
the conneil, Steptoe refusing to send any troops to strengthen my escort.

The result can easily be predicted. The Indians felt there was a dif
ference of jndgment and action between the Superintendent of Indian Af
fairs and the military officer in command. The one inflexibly insisted upon
absolute submission, as the condition of a. suspension of hostilities, utterly
refused to grant other terms, demanded the giving up of murderers to pun
ishment. The military officer did not recognize a state of war, and pro
posed to treat them as though they had been good Indians from the
beginning.

All this occurred when their deportment was insulting, when in their
camps they threatened nothing but war, and when in couucil they were as
persistant in demanding an abrogation of ell the treaties and the withdraw
al of the whites from the country, as I was in demanding obedience to the
law in ell its various obligations, whether cessions of land, surrender of
murderers, or respecting the lives and property of the whites.

The honor ~f myself and my party, the Indians having come to the
council on a pledge of safe conduct, was concerned in no act being done,
ever under provocation, which would taint the good name of our people,
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already for a long time the theme of slander and vituperation at the hand,

of malicious and designiug men.
'I'he council adjourned without effecting its object. Nothing was ac

complished in healing the difficulties of the Nez Perces, I started on my
way home and was attacked before I had gone three miles by a vastly su
perior force of the enemy. No impression was made upon tbe party, not
an animal was captured, and but one man killed. A considerable loss was
inIlictod upon the Indians.

I indulged the hope that this aet of the Indians would awake tbe of
ficers in command of the regular troops to the actual condition of affairs,
and that, as the Indians had not only attacked the authorities of the terri
tory, hut the regular camp itself, had hurnt out all its grass, and had
compelled it tn move to another place, that the attempt wuuld be made to
chastise the Indians and make them fcel the power of the governmrnt-the
more so, as the regular service were witnesses of the propriety and modera
tion which characterized the proceedings of the council, of the extraordi
nary forbearance and good conduct of the volunteers and Indian employees,
and that there was uot the slightest provocation for the attack made by
the Indians near the council ground.

Unhappily other councils have prevailed, and I have recently received
intelligence that the quasi peace policy of the Yakima had been adopted
in the Walla Walla, and that a temporary qniet had been established by
surrendering to the demands of the Indians. Col. Wright met in October,
the prominent hostile Nez Peree chiefs, and there took the ground that the
treaty ought not to be insisted upon.

Tbis ground taken in connection with the order which Lieut. Col.
Steptoe has recently published by order of Gen. Wool, prohibiting in fact
the settlers returning to their claims in the W ella Walla valley, presents
the most extraordinary and unprecedented abandonment of the great doty
of protecting OUf citizens and maintaining the honor and dignity of the
government in the whole annals of our Indian relations. It calls for the
most earnest remonstrance at your hands, and for the prompt interposition
of the home authorities.

I will again inquire, even at the risk of some repetition, under what
circumstances did the war commence on our part, east of the Cascades?
Treaties bad been made with the most powerful tribes in that quarter, the
Yakimas, the Walla W allas, the Cayuses, the NezPerces and other tribes,
iu which it was guarantied that whites should pass unmolested through
their country,and that the whole country should at once be cpcu to settl...
ment, exceptthe tracts set apart for reservations and those actually enclosed
and under cultivation by the Indians. Our citizen, in good faith started,
some with their flocks and herds, !>O locate on the fiue grazing lands of the



12

Interior, and others to explore and work the gold mines further north.
They were orderly citizens, who had established characters for sobriety and
integrity at home, and who wonld have kept, and did keep untarnished,
the good name of the territory in the progress eastward of its set tlements.
!>lauy of these cit izens entirely unsuspicious of danger were ruthlessly and
treacherously killed in tbe Yakima, and wben the Agent of the Yakimas,

Bolon, went to their country they killed him also, and danced his scalp in
their camps. 'Thereupon it was determined to demand the murderers, and
in the event of resistance, to punish the tribe j two expeditions marched.
into the Y akima with this avowed object. T he first was driven out by an
overwhelming force of the enemy, and the second drove the Yakimas out
of their conntry to east of the Colnmbia, and tb en abaudonded the couutry
itself. Tbe third expedition, under Col. W rigbt, seems to have lost slgbt
entirely of tbe imperat ive du ty which devolved upon it of seizing these
murderers and of uot relaxing in a single jot or tottle the original purpose
of the war. I ts long delays, its refusal to fight when opportunities offered,
its great desire to talk, its persisting in talking even t hongb the I ndiana
did not make their appearance in tb e council bouse prepared for their re
ception, its long marching and countermarching, its proclaiming a peace in
tho Yakima, not a murderer seized and held in custody, its affectation to
treut 8.8 refugees and men of no influence the great chiefs as Kamiakin and
the Bower of the nation, who were at this time at work stirring up the
tribes of the interior, leaves on the mind the impression that it was not the
ohject of the expedi tion to bring to an honoruble and just close an uuhap
py state of things, to enforce the honor of our arms and the power and
justice of our government, but simply by quasi peaccs and pretended con
ciliations to cast the whole censure of the war upon our people, and to
bolster up the reputation of a veteran commander, who having' grossly
mistaken the character of th e contest, having slandered most cruelly and

falsely the people of the terri tory, was endeavoring to sustain himself at
any and all sacrifices of honor, truth, and the public welware,

A temporary quiet undoubtedly now exists in consequence of the
regular service having surrendered to the demands of t he Indians, That
quiet rna)' continue so long as the regular service continues to be the ally
of th e Indians. But call upon the I ndians to surrender the murderrrs
eall upon them to give free passages to all whites passing t hrough their
country-call upon tbem to molest no white settling any where in the
country except on the lands set apart as reservations, and the quasi peace
will be broken and the tribes will again appear in arms.

These fad s have all been presented by me to the authorit ies at home.
I have earnestly ealled for some action of the government. I have re
commended that all the hostile tribes he planted hy the strong arm of the
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military power on reservations to be established by act of Congress.
Under the donation law, the whole country is now unquestionably

open to settlement, and there is no authority short of a law of Congress,
or of the sanction of the Senate to a treaty with the Indians, which can
say to the settler, thns far shall yon go and no further, But in the case of
claims actually taken, where the provisions of the donation law have been
complied with, not even Congress can take away the right therein vested
in the citizen without compensation; much less can a military officer in the
plentitude of his power, issue his edicts, wiping out the entire country of

Walla Walla.
I congratulate you, fellow citizens of the L egislative Assembly, that

on this your assembling, you will find notbing to reproach the people of
our beloved territory with, for their conduct either at home or in the field.

During the first six months of this war, not an Indian was killed ex
cept in battle. Throughout the war, not an Indian has beeu killed in a
volunteer camp. Captured animals have been accounted for as public
property. The animals and property of frieudly Indians bas been cared
for and returned to them. Since last April some murders have occurred ,
one recently, under circumstances of great aggravation; but the wonder
is that these murders were not much more numerous, for it must be borne
in mind that for a long time the fealty of all the tribes was uncertain, our
citizens were in constant apprehension, and a spirit of exasperation grad
ually rose and gained strenth in consequence of the positive suffering of the
entire community.

Our troops have been subsisted as well, and as systematically as those
of the regular service. Our Quartermaster department has at least been
as efficient. The troops have never been delayed for want of transporta
tiou. They have never starved and been tempted to pluuder for waut of
subsistence.

But above all, we have waged the war with humanity, with modera
tion, .aith honor to our country and honor to ourselves. 'Ihe dignity, the
justice, the mercy of the government, bas been vindicated at our hands.

On the Sound, where our force exceeded that of the regular service,
where we occupied the circumference, and the regular service the centre,
we point to our block-houses, to our roads, to our scouts, to our expresses,
to the battles fougbt, to the camps struck, tbe Indiau auxiliaries brought
into the field, to the hostile Indians reduced to unconditional submission,
to the general quiet and contentment of the Indian tribes, as evidence of
the vigor, the judgment, and the success of our operations.

The march over the Nacbess with ample supplies, tbe troops cutting
the road as they marched, snow still on the mountains, each animal taking
its sack of oats for three nights without grass, and the horseman going OIl



foot, the simultaneous movement of our troops ou the Columbia with the
tmins nnd supplies from the Dalles, the vigorous scouts mude on rhe route,
and the movement of onr Indian auxillaries from the Nez Perce country,
and all meeting in the WalIn Walln on a single day, show thnt our troops
had discipline, had coustauey, had patriotism, had the public service alone
at heart. It shows too that military skill was applied, and that we had
good lenders as well as good men.

The movement of the Northe;m battalion to Seattle and tbe hend of
the Sound amid drenching rains, having to cross swollen streams, and the
march back again, its trails cut on this line, on the line over the Suo-qual
mie into the main Ynkimn and down the Sno-qual-mie river, show that it
could work as well as fight, and that it appreciated the old Roman princi
pal of conquering a country by tbe roads it built.

One thing yet remains to establish the permanent peace of the Sound,
so far as.it is disconnected with its relations with the tribes cast of the
mountains . I refer to apprehending and seizing the Sound murderers. I
made requisition upon Col. Wright for their delivery to the civil authority
when they were in the Yakima, which he agreed to comply with.

Sinee their retorn to tbe Sound, I have made a similar requisition
npon Lieut. Col. Casey, and he has fiualIy returned an equivocal answer
referriug the matter to Gen. Wool.

It is manifest that a peace cannot be considered as achieved, or the
functions of the military exhausted, so loug as the great lenders and iust;.
gators of the war are at large, especially if such men are arraigned before
the tribunals of tbe territory on ehnrgea nffeeting their lives. It is un
derstood that the military have proclaimed a peace, and holding them to
the logicnl consequences of such proclamation, we hnve the right to hold
them responsible for tbe delivery of these men as in their actual custody.
I regret to inform yon, gentlemen, that tbere is no disposition on the part
of the service here to do what Leoneeive to be its dnty in the appre
hension of these men. There is a etrong dispositiou 10 ascribe all the ef
forts mude to secure them, to a spirit of vindictiveness aud vengeance.

I have refused to receive the last instalment of Indian refugees from
the Ynkima, till the murderers of their number had been apprehended
and turned over to the civil authorities. I shall then receive the remain
der and provide for them.

I have to speak in terms of the warmest commendation of the con
duet of the officers and men of the volunteer forces, aud of the efficiency
of the several branches of the staff. That most diffieult of all the de
partments-the Quartermasters and Commissary department-which,
generally kept distinet. was a single department, in our service has had
extraordinary efficieney imparted to it, reflecting the highest capacity and
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devotion to the public service, npou its chief and subordinate officers. I n
this connectiou I will call your special attention to the able report of
G eu. Miller, and I will state that all the commeudat ion whicb, in it he
bestows upou the officers and employees of his department, is simply t heir
honest dues.

The special acknowledgments of the people of our territory are due
to Oregon for the aid which it freely tendered to us iu tbe prosecution of
tbe war. The companies of Miller, Goff, and Richards (afterwards
WillitLtDs) were almost exclusively raised in our sister Terrftory.

In the management of the volunteer service, it has been found that
tbe dishonorably discharging of men for disobedience of orders, or for
bad conduct, was in most cases suffieient to prevent a laxity of discipline.
Every persistent disobedience of orders bus been followed by a disbon
orable discharge; tbe effect of wbicb will be to forfeit the pay and allow
ance of the offending party.

M ilitary courts bar e rarely been assembled. A court martial for
tbe trial of some minor offenses, was called in the W alla W aUa by Lieut.
Col. Shaw : a military commission at Seattle for the trial of Indians, and

. oue at camp Montgomery for tbc trial of certain persons accused of cor
responding with, furnishing food and ammunition to the enemy, and, of
volunteers charged witb conduct prej ndicial to good order and discipline.
Resorts to military cour ts have been discouraged, and the sligbt necessity
for them is cause of congratulation.

Onc of the most significaut facts in proof of the serious character of
our Indian troubles, is that it drove all but one of our surveying parties
from the field, and for a considerable period suspended the operations of
tbat branch of tbe public service. The territory, however, bas the benefit

of the military experience of the Surveyor General, as Adjutant General
of the Volunteers; and I take this occasion to make my special acknowl
edgments for his services .

In hls report to t be Commissioner of the General Land Office, Gen.
Tilton say. :

In October, 1853, tbis office bnd in tbe field 8 surveying parties in
fuli and active employment. A simultaneous outbreak of the Indian
tribes inhabiting the greater portion of the territory, and numerous mur
ders committed by the savage. npon our people, rendered it impossible
for but one party to remain in the field.

A s there were but about 1,700 white male inhabitants in tbe terri
tory, and 2,000 Indians were absolutely in arms, it became a matter of
vital necessity for all able-bodied men to bear anns in assisting the feeble
garrisons of regu lar troops wbo were stat ioned at tbeir widely separated
posts.
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.. I entered the service myself, and, es adjutaut general to the vol·
nuteer forces raised hy Acting Governor Mnson, did duty for several
montbs in that capacity.

.. Three of the yonng gentlemen of my office, Messrs. George Brigh\,
Edward Gibson, and J . J.Lodge enlisted and made a campaign with
credit. Almost all the deputy snrveyors and the most of the snrveying
parties enlisted.

.. As there were 2,000 Iudians known to he hostile, and some 8,000
others wavering, active and decided measures were necessary to subdue
them, and overawe those who were apparently only awaiting the chance
to join whichever party proved tho stronger. One thousand men were
raised and subsisted for nine months by the patriotism and devotion of the
scanty popnlation.

.. The families occupied the five villages and block houses of the
territory, nnd almost every farm was abandoned•

.. Such was tbe state of affairs at the opening of spring. By Jnne
last, the enemy occupying the region east of Pnget Sonnd, and west of
the Cascade runge, were effectually subdued, and the usual employmenta
of life resumed."

The whole expense of our service will he a matler of record in the
conrse of this and next month, and every thing will he ready for the ac
tion of the commissioners appointed by the Secretary of War, to audit
and allow the war claimsof Oregon and W ashington.

All the transactions of the volunteer service, in enlistments, dis
charges, purchases, issues and sales ItBVe been brought before the review
of the executive. In regard to the service 01 troops the papers huve
been consolidated in the office of the Adjntant General. Those relating
to the purchases, issues and sales, in the office of the Quartermaster and
Commissary General

All scrip has been issued by the Quarter Master and Commissary
General, and approved by the commander-in-chief It has heen registered
in both offices. Sales bave been made at pnblie anetion for scrip, and at
prices exceeding in the aggregate the original cost, and the scrip cancelled
appears on the books of the proper office.

The merit of our system is, that it bas prevented the issning of un
authorized scrip. It bas eoforeed system and economy, and a strict ac
countability in purchases. The books show the service rendered or the
articles purchased for any given price of scrip. It will make compara
tively easy the labors of the commissioners in a.uditing our accounts.

The has heen Issued the snm of $1,019,090 20 in scrip, of which
the sum of $132,721 ti9 has hecn cancelled hy sales, About $40,500
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remain to be Issued, which will leave the amount of scrip to be redeemed

~926,8 69 15.
I n the three months organization, the force consisted of 16 eompe

lies, 11' captains, 28 1st lieutenants, 18 2d lieutenants, 813 uon-commls
iioned o!licers and privates, giving in the aggregate 65,79{ days service
(If a single mao.

In the six months organization, the force consisted of 18 companies,
20 captains, 20 1st lieutenants, 18 2d lieutenants, 1002 non-commissioned
officers and privates, g iving a force of 1,060 men, and au aggregate of
133,250 days' service of a single man.

I subjoin herewith reports from the Adjutant and Qunrter Master
and Commissary Generals, setting forth the above statistics in detail.

I also subjoin reports from the ordnance officer, It, M. W alker, in
legard to the public arms, and from the engineer officer, Capt. DeLacy,
~olVing the posts and block houses established by our citizens and voluu
teers throughout the te rritory, the wagon and pack trails cut out. This
report is accompanied by two map", showing in detail the operations of
our t roop" aud people.

Accompauying this message will be found selections from tbe corres
pondence so arranged in appropriate divisions, as to give a connected and
full view of all the operations of tbe war.

The correspondence with the departments and with the officers of the
military and naval service, will but illustrate the desire which has animated
me to co-operate with them, and to insure our joint efforts being directed
against a common enemy. I deemed it my duty to refuse the requisition
made at the instance of Gen. W ool, of Lieut Col. Cnsey, of the 15th
March, for two companies of volunteers, to be mustered into the regular
Service, for the reasons stated in my letters to him of the 15th March, and
to Gen. W ool of the 20th March. Our troop" were in the field prosecuting
, vigorous campaign. Supplies and transportation had already been col
keted for it, and it seemed to me not only unwise, but tending to mis
t hievous results to change the plan of campaign, which promised a term
Ination of the war. The requisition was obvionsly but a formal one, it
being well known that it eonld not and would not be complied with .

I have been careful to communicate frequently with the military and
baval o!licers, to the end that there might be no want of co-operation from
lack of information, and the examination of the correspondence with
Lient. Col. Casey, will show that in the operations of the campaign we
...ted together. H e was cognizant of and eppreeis ted the importance of
eecnpylng the line of the Snohomish, and of sending into the field Indian
luxiliaries. I will especially refer to his occnpying our posts when it be
tome desirahle to have the services of our men over the Cascades, or io

a
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provide for the disbandment of those whose terms of service were abont
expiring, as evidence of the merits of our operations.

The people of the territory are under obligations to the navy for
their muny and valuable services, The timely arrival of the quota. of
territorial urms for th e river counties is due to Capt. Al den, taking them
in bis steamer, the Acti l"f, to Sun Francisco, and thence shipping them by
the mail steamer to Yanconver.

The navy has cruised much on the Sound-e-lms rendered great aid
to the Indian service, and has always shown a spirit of sympathy for our
situat ion, nnd a desire to relieve it is most emphatically exemplified in its
services at Seattle, where, for many weeks, t he place wus garrisoned in
part by men from the ships. Its recent brilliant engagement with the
N orthern Indians at P ort Gamble, where, after exha usting all proper ef
forts to effect their peaceable removnl from the territory, it resorted to
arms-killing 27, and wounding 25 I ndians, destroying their canoes and
property, and reducing them to submission, will, it is hoped, stop fur
ther ruarnudlug expeditions. The blow was struck at a seasonable mo
ment, for there is reason to believ e the Korthern I ndians hall an under
standing with the hosti le lenders Oll the Sound, and that they had agreed
upon a junct ion with the hostiles from ell qm rters to attack the settle
ments at the head of the Sound. The apprehension of the two hostile
leaders, Lesch! and Qulcmuth, probably prevented the combination, and
the blow struck by the navy, it is hoped, will keep the Korthern Indians
out of the Sound.

The correspondence itself will best show the spirit which has actuated
the navy.

It is cause of congratulation that every case of a loan of arms or
ammunition Illude by public officers, whether of the army, navy or revenue
service, notwithstanding the censure it provoked at the time from imme
diate superiors on this coast, in one case to the extent of threa tening a
removal from office, was not only approved, but highly commended and
endorsed by the authorities at home.

In view of the war-like, hardy and revengeful character of the North
ern Indians, of their means of t ransportation, canoes carrying seventy
five men, which can be moved with rapidity against wind and tide, their
visits to our set tlements ought to be discountenanced, and a steam vessel
of war of large size aud speed, with two efficient steam barges, should be
furnished for our protection. I will again recommend that congress be
again memorialized to grant this protection, and that the omployment rK
Northern Indians be made penal by act of the legislatnre.

I will earnestly call yonr attention to tbe subject of a revision of the
militia law.. I will recommend that not exceeding three regiment. '-
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organized: tbat provision be made by law for tbe organizing at tbe statr,
Bod for its appointment. No provision is made in the existing law for
aids to tbe Commander-in-cbief and tbe Brigadier General of tbe militia,
nor for an officer of engineers, which, in some of the state organizations,
has become a branch of the service.

All tbe able-bodied men of tbe territory should be enrolled as pr<>
vided for under existing lawa,bnt some enconragement sbonld be given to
volnnteer organizations. I will recommend that some provision be made
whereby four companies of rangers shall be raised as a part of the militia
organization, and shall meet some two or three times a year, in camps of
one week's continuance, for purposes of drill and instruction.

I would also recommend the organization of a small corps of artille
rists and engineers, organized) say into four or six sections; each number
ing from 15 to 20 men, with one lientenant, one sergeant) and one corpo
ral to each section, end the whole under command of a first and second
captain. It should be tbe duty of the senior captain of engineers to
keep constantly advised of tbe topograpby of tbe country, and its facilities
of communication.

A medical department sbould also be organized.
From information derived from the Surveyor General, I present the

following statistics in reference to the surveys at tbe public lands;
Statement, s/wwing thi. amoumt of SUT<eys exeaued in Waskington

Territory.
Amount surveyed under contracts with the Snrveyor General

of Oregon territory, 1,876 miles.
Amount surveyed since organization of Surveyor General's

office in Washington territory, 2,969 II

Total, 4,845 II

Of wbicb tbere bas becu survcyed sincc date of last message, 966 "
Amou:at now under contract, 225 II

Estimated amount of surveys for 1857, 4,500 ..
Provision has been made for running onr northern boundary line, but

nothing has yet been effected in the way of relieving the territory from
the foreign corporations in our midst. This want of action is retarding
tbe settlement of the country, and bas specially of late, been the cause of
mischievous results. Colville is at this moment practically a British
dependency, the road tbither is closed to American citizens. Forts have
been established north of tbe 49th parallel, a road has been opened to
Frazer's river. I rejoice at the prosperity of our neighbors, but I mourn
at its being built up at our expense, througb the supineness of our troops,
wbo bave not opened tbe road to our citizens through our own territory,
and through lbe failure of congresa to act.
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Let tbis be the subject of an earnest and vigorous memorial.

A steam mail service for the territory, which can be economically
done, i t being an established and conceded fact that the Sound can fnrnlsh
the coal j works of defence for the Sound and the Columbia river ; in
creased appropr iutlons for military roads; appropriatioes for public build
ings, will not , of course, fail t o receive your attention.

OUf remoteness from the seat of the general government has opera
ted prejmlicially to our interests. Our territory seems almost a terra in
cognita at borne, yet it is situated on the great highway of the road of
nations, and has the most magnificent uud capacious harbors and road
steads either on the .Atlantic or P acific shore. I ts coal, its fisheries, its
lumber, its gold, its extensive and rich grazing lands, its genial climate,
its manufacturing advautngcs, and its soil, which yields the most generous
returns to labor, present a combination of advantages second to no state
or territory of our COUlm an country. " rest of the Cascade mountains,
we have nearly us large an amount of rich amble land as in the state of
New York-c-Iand which requires labor, it is true, to yield returns from its
bosom, for our magnificent forests, a great source of our wealth, have fi rs t
to be cleared away. The Walla-Walle valley. situated mostly ill the ter
ritory of " .ushington, surpasses in extent, advantages, climate und sell,
that of the great Salt Lcke, and call subsist a much larger population.
West of the Bitter Root mountains, for no hundred miles in breadth, the
soil is not only good, but equal to that of the western prairies. 'I'he land
scape in J une a carpet of flowers, the streams lined with pine, and the
country well watered. The remainder of the interior is not only all
of it a good. grazing country, well adapted to the growing of wool, as
well us the raising of stock, hut large tracts included in the Yakima pur
chase, arc unsurpassed for roots a nd cereals. It is ignorance and pre
sumption which pronounces this country fit only for Indians. OUf citizens
who hare the experience of having successfully established new homes,
have pr01l 011 IlCcd judgment by their acts in seeking again new homes in
the interior. 'Ibey deem the Yakima, the ' Yalla-\Yalln., the Nez P erce
purchase good for the settler. TllC'Y have tried to go there for years be
fore the purchase was made, and when the pur chase wes made, they at
once started with their flocks and herds.

Surveyor General Tilton, in his last annual report to the Commis
sicner of the General Lam} Office, writes as follows: " Fino hollies of
rich laud have bern explored in the rallies of the Chehalis river, which
falls into the Pacific at Gray's Harbor.

" The bottom lands of the Ncsquclly, the Puyallup, the Snobomieh,
White and Green rivers, the waters of all which disembogue in Puget
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&und, are broad, rich, and or the most fertile quality, but densely tim

bored.
II Erst of the Cascades, and upon the Columhia river, and its north

ern tributaries, nrc abo large bodies of excellent lauds.
UThe Cowlitz river, ru nulug southwardly and flllling into t he Co

lumbiu, also dralus fertile lands, aud has many of the oldest set tlers in
~c territory muong its prO~p('L'on:s farmers.

l< All cereal grains, except Indian corn, flourish admirably here, tho
wheat being of excellent quality and abundant in CIU:llltit y.

II If n permanent I)('uet' should he made with them {several powerful
tribes of I mlian« cast of the Cascade mouutalns} i t will throw open n.
large extent of excellent country,"

T hat there are valuable gold mines in the inter ior, requiring only
protection to our people to the growing up of a hartly, mining communi ty,
is DO longer a mut ter or doubt. 'Iuc efforts making hy t ilt' H udson Bay
Company, to control and monopolize t his business lJ)" it s forts and roads
in B ritish Territory ncar our line, honorable as it is to its enterprise nnd
foreca:::;le, should be met shnply J)J' protection Oil t he part of our govern
meut, FO tlut our citizens, through their individual cntcrprlse, may cuter
into the competition. On one of the tributaries of the " .enutchepUll , in
eluded in the Yakima purchase, an.I the nex t stream north of th e main
Yakima, a rich deposit of dust WaS found the present year, yielding twelve
cents to the pan.

It is said we hnve laud enough west of th e Cascades for our present

pllrpo:-;cs. " 'hy then 110 onr people wuut to go cnstward-c-nre the people
made for the go vrrumcut, or tho government for the pcoplc ? 'The gov
ernment Las decided the mat ter by dirccrlug treat ies to be rnudc, by cstab
lbhing' ~Ut'HT", I I)" it s donation lcws.

The treaties with thc I ndians of the territory, exc-ept those at the
bcud of t :1C Sound, have not Jet been confi rmed. I will urge Jour memo
rializiuci the P resident and the Sena te in favor of the confirmation of the
t rea ties with t he I ndian.. who huve rcmulncd fi rm ill their allegiance, as
essential to the pence of the country, and that you also memorialize for an
authoritative act of congress, to place the hostile tribes ami bauds on res
ervetlous, on tile basis of absolute subruls..lou to the iaercj- and justice of
the govorunn-nt.

'f he wnut (If proper communications with the states, has long heen a
serious evil, and has ussnmcd n darker mag nitude since the eounn encemcnt
of our Indian troubles. Congress has nnulo an uppropriation for n mil
itary road from Fort Bcutou to For t "~a lla"'Vnlla , and under its appro
pria tion, the portage at the Cascades bas bee n made a gOO<1 wagon road.
and a trail has been opened over the Cnseades from Fort Steilacoom,
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Post routes have also heen established from the head of navigation of tho
Mississippi to Puget Sound, and the Columbia valley. Nearly the whole
intervening country is edepted to settlement, either on the part of fanners
or stock raisers. There is no serious scarcity of water or fuel. Timber
and building stone is either to be found al most the entire distance, or can
be brought to a practicable vicinity by navigable waters. Nature bas
pointed out the route as one over which commerce must pass along
which settlements must spring up.

I n my recent trip to the Blackfoot coootry, I examiaed with greet
care the Cceur d'Alene trail over the Bitter Root Mountains, and found
it to be entirely practicable for a rail road, with grades not exceeding 60
feet to the mile--that it abridges the distance over the route by Clark's
F ork 75 miles, and lessened the cost six millions of dollars.

Tbe distance from Saint Paul to Puget Sound hy the Coeur d' Alene
trail, and over the Snoqualmie P ass, will be 1,800 miles. The distance to
Vancouver, 1,789 miles.

The shortest practicable rail road route from the lIIississippi to ship
navigation on the Pacific, is through our territory, and the equated dis
tance, whether the port of Vancouver or the Sound, will, in round num
bers, be two bundred miles shorter than on the route of the 32d parallel,
nine hundred miles shorter than on that of the 35th parallel, and seven
hundred miles than that by the South Pass,

When, in addition to the greater shortness of the ronte, it be con
sidered that it bas the nearest connections with Asia and Europe, and
that the latter connection can be made almost exclusively by water on
the line of the great Lakes, a point of great importance, in view of the
greater cheapness of freight on water than on rail road lines, the claims
of the northern route to considerat ion from the government cannot be over
looked.

T he question of a Pacific Railroad is not simply one of domestic inter
communication aud of strengthening the fraternal bonds which unite us as
a people, it is the question of a struggle for the commerce of the world.
Over the rail mnst not only puss from Asia to E urope and back egaln,
costly and perishable articles, but on this route the great hulk of Asiatic
supplies for the tccming region of the north-west, where the territory of
to-day is the populous state to-morrow, where the wave of population baa
nea.rly reached the Red R iver of the north, and is moving rapidly west
ward. The Indian war over in this territory, the reflex tide of emigration
setting eastward from the Pacific, will in a single year pass over our inte
rior plains, from the Walla Walla to the Spokane, occupyiug the Yakirna,
.and our miuers will be found thence to the 49th parallel.

I have always heen and am still of opinion that ..veral routes sbould
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so 011 simultaneously to the P aciflc, and that equivalent aid should be gil'.
en to all through roads. B ut in view of the whole force applied to explo
ration having of late been thrown upon the southern route, and of its
special endorsement by the department having charge of the roil road ex
plorat ions, it seems to me the ti me has come for yon to memorialize Con
grtSS to make gra nts of land t o the northern route, and to provide for the
completion of the explorations connected with it.

In this, my last annual message to the Lcgislatlvo Assembly, I am
espcclally reminded of the duty" hich dcrolres upon me of acknowledging
the courtesy and kindness which has ever been extended to me by the sev
era l Leg islative A ssemblies of the territo ry, and by the consti tuency which
elected them. I have endeavored faithfnlly to do my whole dnty, and
have nothing" to reproach myself with as regards intention. I could haso
wished some th ings had been done more wisely, end that my whole course
had been gu ided by my present experience. I daim at your hands simply the
merit of patient and loug lahar, a nd of havi ng been animated with t he fixed
determina tion r f suffering and enduring all things in your behalf. " "hether
in the wilderness contending with the hostile elements, managing and COIr

trolling the more hostile aborigines, or exploring the country, or at
the Capitol l't ruggling with disaffect ion, the subject of obloquy find abuse,
I hare had no end but my duty, no rewa rd in view but my country's good.
I t is for you to judge how I have done my part, and for the A lmighty
R uler to allot to each JOaD his deser t ,

I close this address with the expression of the confident hope tbat
your session will be harmonious, and will resul t in the advancement of tbe
best interests of our territory and common country.

ISAAC I. STEV E N B.



ADJUTANT GENERAL'S REPORT.

OFFICE OF mE ADJUTANT GENERAL, W. T. VOl!.,}
OLYllPIA, W. T., December 1st, 1866.

SIR :-Herewith I have the honor to submit papers marked A Band
0, exhibiting the strength and dnration of the volunteer service of the 1st
Be!,~ment of three month's men called ont by proclamation of acting Gov
ernor Mason, dated 14th October, 1855 ; and also the 2nd Regiment of
six month's men called ont by yonr proclamation of January 23d, 1856.

The "remarks," in the tables, will show in what manner the horses
were furnished for the mounted men. -

General Orders No's. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7. issued from this office
during the late service of the volunteers oCWashington Territory, are also
submitted.

Very Respectfully,
JAMES TILTON,

Adjutnnt General W. T. V. forces.
His Excellency,

ISAAC I . STEVEKS,

Governor and Commander-in-ChieC W. T. V. forces,
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A

Estimate ifthe number ifday's serotce if the mounted men
if the 1st Regiment if w: T. Volunteers.

-
Commissioned Offl.cel'8. Non-com.

officers.
Days service Days eer-

I vice.' Privates•
•

i ~
0 0

-" ~ I . -c • :/... .. c .:; .. 0 0;; •Oompanies. Captains :5 d~ d ::a • --
'" ';'; 5 ~ = !l ~

0 d.
commanding. c, ..... -~ .... - • .'"

'" d ' - 0 • 00
0 .., I p 1! f:- l;> § t;,

~
c . - . Q 0 "---='1 ~ Jl o I " ""

to

- -
Company " A, Capt. Strong ,. .. .. . . . . . 61 !:I3 93 93· 372 372 ' 50 4650 6673

.. j-B, Capt, U. Hays , . . . .. . .. . 91 93 93 93 372 372 , 79 7121 RI U.. iE. Capt. I. Hs)":;,. • _. . • . .. to 92 92 92, 36R 368 27 2245 3257.. F . CJ.{Jt. IIe I1lJ c~, . . . .. , . .. 63

1

~3 931 93 372 37' 5' 4755 5778
.. I K, Capt. J acs son .. . . . . . • . . 26 fJ3 fiJ I 93

1

11'6 . 21 1400 1865
'fCowl.it z ~ang{'nt , Capt . Peers . . . ... . . .. . a ll I 81 811 RI , 324 324 I 28 :.!2 6~ 3159
· " Lewls River RRn~p['l;; . Capt-.Bratton•.. . . . 44 ,lJ b no load 425 392 31 2Wt 329'1
ffStC"CD8 Gua~g : apt. Hlggtns,.: .. . . . ... ~ ''} 1 1 50 50 79 1171

200 rs 650 1200
t :l-Spokane Invincihlee, Dapt, yantis, . . • . . . . 2:1

1

so 50 100 200 200 I I 550 1150
~§Pn~et Scuud Rangers, Capt. Eaton, . . . . . . 3(; i 90 10

1

HiD 246 189 24 860 1476
IJIlNez Perce v olunteers, chiefspoltedEaglel~l l~ -r-r-:_ _ _ I 691 2139 ! 2170

51e" Bs4J 76.> ;1007 3036 2789,,405:28787 i 3 7lE~8, --- - - -

REM ARK S:

*Mustered into the regular ecrctce and furnished their O'\If'D. horse••
fMusteled into the regular sen-ice and furnlahed their own horses.
tFnmished their own horses.
§Furni8hed" .. ..
JlFurni!'lhed " .. ..
'f,Fnmi~hed" .. ..
··Furnished " .. .,
ttHoI'8C5 furnished by Government;
lfHorse1'! partly furnished by Government and partly by Tolnnuen.
§§Furnishcd their own horses.
tl llPllrnisbed their own hot'fre,6 and equipment••
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A- ConIinlltd.

Esttmate of the number of days sertnce of the Infantry
f orce of the 1st Regtment w: T. Volunteers.

Non-com'd •
officers.

Commi8sioned Days service. Day! 60... Privatea.
officers. vice.

• • •-" . • •

~ '".• , .- - ~
0 ... $.. ..

~ •Ccmpantee, CaptaiD9 - ~ " ~ ::0 '"'" 0 " ;'1 • f ~commAnding. ." •
~ 'l; ~• - •... - ..,

If
0 • •0 ~ s ,;

:i1
0 "• • - ,t 0 . '"

'" <> • o z o~ ~

- - ~~

Company C, Capt. Goudy. . . . . 70 9' 9' 9' 30.; 976 69 4627 5590
.. ·D, Capt. Wallace . . .. 5.1 9' 9' 9' 302 376 44 3633 ' 653.. G, Capt. McCorkle . .. 22 92 9' 92 3<1 18' 13 920 1721.. 11, Capt. Hewitt . . . . . 75 93 93 93 ' 65 sso 63 4867 5971.. I, Capt. Elley , ... .. . 84 1101 101 101 ' 04 ' 01 73 6909 8017.. J, Capt. Plummer. . . 2!J 86 86

;.ri~
17' 21 1236 1924

1IIs"• •lIy Ferry GuardB. 6o<g'1 Packw ood•. 10 10 675 75O
-

4-5 5COl66 56 12'210 186. Z83! 22867 28626

NCI"l'E---Owing to several of the officers of the 1st Regimen. oontinuing in eervice in
the 2nd, some of the Muster rolla have not yet been fully perfected. The present estimate
will vary but little from the final rolls of the Regiment.

•A portion of company D did duty aa mounted men and turniahed their own hol'lMl8.

Very Respectfully,
JAMES TILTON,

Ad]! Gen'l W. T. Volune", form.
.A.D.rorANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, }

OLYllPl~, Dec. I, 1856.
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B

Esttmate 0/ the number ofdays service of the mounted men
of the 2d Regtmen: of W. T. Volunteers.

I ComrniLiioned
NoooCom'd

Prisates. 1officers.I omeen. Dayssemce. Da~ Ber-
n ee.

" " " •
~

m ,; u ~... " 0 " " - --• ~ • " "Companies. Captains .~ - " 'd " - I ~ •
~ ~'" . 0 o~

0 ~

commanding, ~ $ " ~ m
,"" N" ~ 0

~ ~1:Ill-
~ I

~§ do ." • e" ,jj e ...- 0 0 Z "- -- -
Company C, Capt. Ilenneea 67 202 ' 0' 202 608 "" 5' 8~25 10,4.73

•• 4D, Capt. a cbt llee " I 54 ,0<' 6\ 5" 690' 3' . ,IOU 5,608
.. J. CapL Miller .• . . 0 '07 207

1

' 07 8'8 828
1

';:6 ',US 6,. 22.. K, Capt . Goti'•• • • 101 ' 217. ' \7 217 868 .."I "" 10,372 12,759.. t M, Capt. Chase, .. 53 143 U S
1

U 3 ". .. .. 6,160 6,!f81.. tK. CalJt . Rkhatd, 74 93 93 , 93 372 372 . 3 5,85' .,60'
Wash. Monnt'd Rifles, Capt. Muon. 95 . 3 21(' ' 14 800 &')6

1

f,. 13,2,'i3 15 ,406
Clarke Co. Itengura, Capt . Kelley . . 6\ 122 \ 0< \', '" 22° 1 7. 5,542 6,553
§Pioneer com~any, Capt. Hicks ,.. 5" 3 \ 3\ •• l OS, 14 '0• G85
Wa lla. Walla cmpany, Capt. Ford ' 9 m 66 ., I 25 775 l ,03i

- -
5S4, 1 ,294 1,501 1 ,352 0,102 4. ,6191[4.87 .'i8 ,t4351 72,803

.

REMARKS :

· Company D was fir.d commanded by Capt . Achilles, and second by l et w atenant
Powell. The borses used for the mounted force were patUy fumiabed by the Government
and partly by the volunteers,

f Company M was composed of 10 white men and 4.3 Nez Perce IndialUl, forniahing
their own bOT&!B.

:tCompany N was tint commanded by Capt. Richards, and second by Capt. Williams.

§A portion of the Pioneer company aftf:r the march of Lieut. Col. Shaw's commo.nd
into the Walla Walla ooontry, did dUty as mounted meo west of the Cascades.
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B-C'Y/Ili"u"J.

Estimat, of tht. "umber of days mvia of tht. I"fafllry for.. of 2nd
IUgimem w: T. Volunltos.

Non-Com'd
Commissioned na,.. aemee. officers. Privates.

ofllce... Days Ber-
.ice.

Q • :l ~

'" - 0 u •...
- ~ "'~

•

~ ::l 'E e~Compa,nles. Captains .~
:l.., . 0 o~ ~ ~ Q "

commanding . -.:0< 0 - ~~
~ - 0 ~1i i!' e- o 5-'" Q 0 C ..• - ;:; .ll 0

'" "
.., o Z '"

..,
-

Company A . CapL Lander.. . . . 53 .. 130 183 725 732 ., 6,765 8,81... -a, Capt. HaTeS. . •• . . . 52. 183 183 183 907 m U .( .~92 8,880.. t E, Capt . Ri eY,..... . 21 , .. 1~9 I • 1,769 ' ,023.. F . Capt. Swindal . . . . " I 18' 173 18' 3<5 3.1 4. ,4.71 ' ,3.13.. to. Capt. Yan Bokelin. 55 188 188 188 752 752 .. 6,853 8,9".. H, Capt. Peabody" .. ., 183 183 183 5(, 183 31 5,067 .~.... §I, Capt. Howe . . . . . . 3.1 1'" 183 183 732 732 .. '~79 6~92
.. L, Caet. werbeee,. . . 91 106 106 106 ." ,.. 76 M3.I 7,001

Train Guard. Capt. 8head,. . . . . . . . . .7 1<7 1<7 1<7 21< 366 36 3 ~71 ',3.2
Pioneer Companii~t. White . . . . ' 0 122 1<3 127 <57 <IS 32 S G66 4. .933
Nl3qually:Ferry , " ... . . .. . . . • 1<7 8 ""T 89'

iii5 -
1.4'l3 1,595 1,<82 6 ,252 4. ,339 388 '6,315 60,4.66

REMARKS:

Many of the officers comm anding companies in the 2nd Regiment liring at a great
distance from the office of the Adjatant General, and the late period at which the service
dOlled, baa rendered it impo88ibte to get in the final rolls. But the estimate8 having been
made from the monthly rolls on file, will appro:z:imate very nearly to the general result .

· Company B was commanded first by Capt. Hays, second byCapt. Rabbeson, and 1811t
by Capt. Bcmtrager.

tcompany E was first. comm Anded by Capt. Riley and eecond briet Lieutenant Cole.
tcompany G W&lI fl.rst commanded byCapt. Van Bokkelin and aeeond byCapt. Smalley.
§Compaa1 I was first commanded by Capt. Howe and Becond by CapL Beam.
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B-Gonti"utJ.

IndiM! Auxiliaries.

-
Commissioned Days service. Privates.

Officers.

•
I • Ii• • • •

'" - " - 11.. , • " • eCompanies. Commanding • ,,~ :>l

'" ~ ~Officers. ~$ ~

i
0

~ ."'" e
~

<>ll:• -" '" '" ...
,

Snohomieh Chiefs } Pat Kanim. . . -
• J ohn Taylor . . 82 116 eo -4: ,118 4,,234

S~ullXon, Lieut. Gosnell .... . .. . . . . 16 2S ,. 230 268
C ehalia, Capt. Pord. . . . . . . • . . .. . . . 11 16 660 660

owlltz . Pierre Charles, . . . . . . . . . . .

12:t
109 8 ss 206

- -
223 28 lI8 5,004 6~5T

,

c

Very Respectfully,
JAMES TILTON,

Ad),! Gen'l W. T. VoluntuTJ.
ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,}

OLYJU'IA, Dec. 1, 1856.





G E NERAL ORDERS .

A OOT. G ENERAL'S OFFICE,

Olympia, W . T ., Nov. 2, 1855.

G ENERAL O RDERS Xo. 1.

}

1st. The Company D, Copt. W allace, raised and organized in Steil
acoom, is accepted and mustered into sen-icc, and will co-operate with the
garrison at Fort Steilacoom when an expedition against the enemy is
made.

2d. The company of mounted rangers of Mound P rairie, Capt.
H enness, is accepted, and will be mustered in upon rendition of their mus
ter and descrip tive rolls.

3d . Copt. H ewitt's company of volunteers from Seattle, being now
npon an expedition against t he enemy, will bc placed npon the r olls of
this office, as in service, npon rendition of their muster and descriptive
rolls.

4th. Captains or other officers commanding companies, will keep
this office informed of their movements, and report as often as possible all
informat ion they may obtain relative to the movements of t he enemy, &e.

Commanding offi cers of companies will report (0 this office t ho names
of any officer, non-commissioned officer or privat e who may distingnish
himself by any remarkable gallan try, or extraordinary good sen-ice.

5th. Should any officer, non-commissioned officer or private, refuse a
detail for an expedition, or misbehave In action with t he enemy, snch per
SOn will be reported to this office by the commauding officer of the com
pany, or detachment, and receive a dishonorable discharge from the ser
vice.

6th . A ny habitual neglect of guard or fat igue dnty, or general ab
sence from roll call- inattention npon post, and general disohedience of
lawfnl orders from superior officers, will be also reported at the option of
officers commanding companies or det achments.

5
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7th. .An intelligent and gallant citizen soldiery must see t he abso
lute necessity of discipline, to make conrage efficient- to insure success
against the enemy, and make the dn ty eqnal upon all.

(Sigued.) JAMES T ILTON,
Adj't G eneral, W . T. Volunteers.

I1y order of the A cting Governor.

A DJt!TA"\1' GEKERAL'S O FFICE.,

Olyrupia, W. '1'., N or. 13, 1855.

G r.XERAL O UDERS, No. 2.

}

I st, Edward L auder, of Olympia, W . '1'., is appointed A id to t he
.Act ing Governor and Comman der-in-Chief, with the milk of L Ieut. Col.
of the vol unteer forces of \Yashillgtoll Territory, now in the field.

Lieut. Co1. L auder will ~ lW ke a tour of inspection, visit ing the rari
ous compunies of volunteers awl ranf"ei'~ now in tLe field, or in the garri
EOU , ami report to this office upon their condit ion, cflicicucy, and require
ments,

2d . Dr. ) 1nthe" P . B urns is commissioned as surgeon of company
B, from date of compully organization.

3d. Dr. R. xr. Bigelow is commissioned as surgeon to company Dr
and will report for duty to Capt. ,,-ul lnce, Company D.

4tho Dr. Gallio K. W illard is commissioned as surgeon of the fi rst
regiment of ,rashington Territory V olunteers, and will attend profession
ally to such of the volunt eers and rangers now in service as rna)' app1y to
him.

5th. A . n. Stuart is commissioned as commissary of subsistence for
the post of Olympia, awl will furnish rations for all volunteers and rang
ers at the post of Olympia, or those temporarily there on du ty.

I lth. Company A, Capt, 'Ym. Strong, having been mustered into
service at Fort Vaucouver, has marched to join B rig Gen. R uins in the
Yakima country, anti will receive orders from Brig. Gen. Rains or the offi
cer connnuuding the expedition from F ort V ancouver.

7th. Company R , Capt. I saac H ays, has been organized and ac
cepted into service, and will , for the present , occupy the country adjacent
to Chamber's Prairies and remain in readiness for marching orders, should
the exig encies of the war require a forward movement,

8th. Company G, Capt. McCorkle of Cowlitz county, is mustered
into service, and will guard the passes of L ewis river, and intercept all
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eommunication between tbe hostile t ribes east of the Ouscades, and tla
Indians inhabiting t he country west of tbe mountains.

9th. Company H, Capt, H ewett, having transmitted his muster and
descriptive rolls to this office, will establi-h a post at t he forks of Wbite
and Green 'rivers, and place himself in communicat ion with Capt. lIL

. Maloney, U. S. A ., commanding combined regular and volu nteer forces
at camp Montgomery.

10th. Company I , Capt. E bey, is accepted into service, and will
maintain its position at P ort Townscnd-furnisb a guard at the mouth of
the Snohomish river, to prevent auy of the enemy from descending tbe
river, or haviug any cormuuuication with t he friendly I ndians inhabit ing

•
the shores of the S ound.

11tho T he success achieved at the engagement of W hite river by
the gallant ry and constancy of the t roops under the command of Capt.
Gilmore H ays, compauy TI , P nget Sound mounted volunteers, 1st. regi
ment " ' . T . volunteers , and t he R egulars of the 4th U. S . infantry , com
manded by L ieut. Slaughter, being detachments from the command of
Capt. ~1. M aloney, 4 th infan t ry, U. S . A ., has inspired a hope that any
further accession of t ribes to the enemy is checked, and the war ou the
western side of the Cascades is rapidly approachiug the def ensive on the
part of the savages.

12th. 'I'he forces now in the field are deemed sufficient t o pursne

tbe enemy and follow np the success alrcady obtained. It is, therefore,
expressly enjoined npon all officers commanding companics or detachments,
to prevent all priva te warfare upou Indians, as uuauthorized persons may
drive into host ility t ribes uow friendly or wa vering.

Officers and soldiers will also bear in mind that Indians now friendly
or indifferent may be rendered hostil e by careless conduct, and while tbe
gallantry of t he volunteers will lead thcm to look with contempt npou
the number of their foes, they will consider that isolated familes may suf
fer from any recklessness on the part of those who are so courageously
defending them.

(Signed,) JAMES TILTON,
Adg't Gen. W . T. V .

By order of the Acting Governor, }
and Commander-in-Chief.



HEAD Q c.AJm:RS, CAllP W. T. V OLt:mEEltS, 1
W alla-WIlIIa Valley, W. T., Dec. 31, 1855. f

G ESERAl. OP.DEP.s, A.

The inhabitants of W alla Walla county nrc called npon to enroll
themselves for the protection of themselves and families, and for such aid
as tbey may be able to render in prosecuting tbe existing war against the
I ndians.

Col. B. F . Shaw, of t he militia of W nshington Territory, is assigned
to the commend of the military district embraced in Walln W alln county,
and will see tbat the inhabitants are duly organized.

' Vhen the settlers and frleudly Indinns are moved to t he place al
ready designated for t beir winter c:lmp, be will have such defensir e works
thrown np as may be necessary . '

Col. Shaw will give t o the same end, the necessa!")' d irections to the
settlers on the Spokane, and at Colville, and at Colville valley,

It is believed that this call will he responded t o hy every inhabitant
in the county. The inhabitants will thus render a id in prosecuting tbe
war, whils t protecting themselves .

The set t lers in this valley will be called npon to act as their own
guards. It is believed t hat, with the force which will remain in the valley
till offensive operations nrc resumed, t hey are entirely competent to per
form this service.

Col. Shaw will co-operate with the force from Oregon in the defense
of the W alla W alla valley, or in the offensive operations against t he In
dians. The importance of the entire harmony and unity of ac tion be
tween the two territories in t he prosecution of the existiug war cannot be
too strougIy impressed upon the minds of all.

Sidney S. F ord, jr., is commissioned lIS captain, and Green McCafferty
as first Lieutenant of the volunteers from W ashington, in the exis ting
war against the Indians, and will report to Col. Shaw for duty,

(Signed,) JAMES DOTY,

Lt. Col. Adj't.
By order of tbe Commander-in-Chief.
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H E.&.D Q UARTERS, W . T. V OLUKTEER !!!, }

W alla W alla Valley, Dec. 31, 1855.

G ENERAL O RDERS, B .

1st. W m. Craig is appointed Aid to the Commander-in-Chief, during
the existing Indian war, to rank as Lient. Col.

2d. The Nez P erces volunteers, who have formed a portion of the
force from Washington, operat ing against the hostile I ndians, will retnrn
to the Nez P erce country, and there be mustered ant of the service, by
Lieut. Col. Craig, who will send a copy of his mnstcr rolls and descriptive
lists to the office of the A dg' t. General at Olympia.

Bd. E special thanks are due the Nez P erce volunteers for their
cheerful obedience to orders, and exemplary deportment, whilst in the
service of the territory.

4tho Lt. Col. Craig will take the necessary measures for the protec
t ion of the N ez Perce tribes of I ndians against any hostile efforts
from the tribes in arms, nnd will call npon Col. B. F . Shaw in command
of the military district of W alla W alla for aid and snpplies.

5th. It being necessary for thc Commandcr-in-Chief to go to the
settlements without delay, Lt. Col. Doty will assume the command of the
Wall", \ Valla battalion, consisting of the Steven's Guards, and Spokane
I nvincibles. They will be moved to the Dalles, as soon as the weather
moderates, and there be mustered out of the service.

6th_ The Commauder-iu-Chief returns his thauks to the battalion
for the alacrity with which thcy have obeyed his orders and discharged
their duty, for their constancy and manliness in the rapid movement which
they made from the Spokane to this valley, in bad weather and in an in
clement season-a movement began and nearly half accomplished with
the certain knowledge that a large force of hostile I ndians was to be met
in this valley, and no expectation that aid was at hand, and would be ex
tended in season.

7th. B ut aid was at hand, and the Commander-in-Chief would do
injustice to his own feelings and those of the :nen of his immediate com
mand, if, in this General Order, he did Dot acknowledge the services of
the gallant volunteers of Oregon, who successfully met in arms in this val
ley, the combined forces of the hostile I ndians at the time he was moving
from the Spokane to the N ez Perce country.

(Signed,) ISAAC I. STEVENS,
Gov. and Oom.dn-Ohief



E.ucrrn·E OFFICE, O LYMPIA,

February Ist, 185/1.

G E" ERAL O RDERS NO. 3.

}

lst. The existing organization of volunteers is disbanded, and Cap
tains of companies will make the necessary reports to the A dj utant Gen
eral's office at Olympia, as early as practicable.

2d. ]\0 troops will be accepted for ser vice except such as are raised
for six months and subject to the orders of t he Execut ive for the general
defense of the territory. The orders recent ly issued for the raising of
troops for the defense of particular localities are hereby revoked,

3d. The cit izens of the te rritory are urged to enroll themselves as
rapidly as possible. Snpplies and transportation will be in readiness.

(S igned,) I SAAC 1. STEVENS,

Gov. W . '1'., and Com -in-Chief

HEAD QCARrERS, O LY>lr IA, ,Y. T.
F ebruary 25, 1856.

G ENERAL ORnERs No, 4.

I st, The 2d regiment IVashington Territory V olunteers, called into
the service of the U uited States, against the Yakima and ot her hostile
Indian tribes, will he organized into three battalions. t o be designated res
pectively the N orthern, tbe Central and Southern battulions.

2d. The Northern battalion includes compauy G , commanded by
Capt. V an B oh lin, company I , Capt. H owe, a dc taclnnent of company
H , Captain P eabody, and will he commanded by a :Major, to be elected
by the command upon its concentration.

3d. It will receive supplies and transportation from quartermaster
and commissary R obinson, and move immediately up the r iver to tbe Sno
qualmie F alls.

4th. The Central battalion, commanded by Major Gilmore H ays,
will comprise C'Ompany B , Captain Rabbison, company C, Captain H en
ness ( Mounted B angers. ) tbe t rain guard , Captain Shead, and the P io
neer company, commanded by Captain W hit e, with detachment of Scouts,
commanded by Capt. Swindal of company F , and be supplied by quar
termaster and commissary W eed, at the post of Olympia.
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6th. This battalion will mareb t o the lIInek!eshoot Prairie-estab
lishing block-houses at the Y elm Prairie, at M ontgomery's Station, and
the crossing of the Puyallup river; and forming a junct ion with the Reg
nlars, erect a depot, hospital and block-house at or near t be forks of W hite
and Green rivers.

6th. The Southern battal ion, commanded by L ieut enant Col. Shaw,
will organize from the companies DOW forming by Captains Maxon, Achil~

les, H iggins and P earson, upon the Columbia r iver, and will march to the
W alla-"IValia Valley as soon as possible,

7th. The Southern battalion will be supplied by quartermaster and
commissary H athaway, at F ort Y nncouver.

8th. Off icers, commanding battalions, will appoint adjutants for
their commauds,

9th. T he battalion adjutant will conduct the milita ry correspond
ence, mak e the necessary reports t o this office, and keep the papers of the
battalion.

lOth. Quartermasters and commissaries will make t heir reports to
quartermaster and commissary general Miller, at Olympia.

11tho L ieutenant Colonel Lander, commanding post at Seattle, will
organize company A , of the 2d reg iment of "~ash ington Territory V ol
nnteers, with as many friendly I ndians as may report to him, and make
war upon the host ile savages infesting the forests bet ween Elliott's B ay,
and the country lying adjacent t o Seattle ; and co-operate with the naval
forces now in the bay of Seattle, and will be supplied by Quar termaster
and Commissary F . lIlalthias.

12th. J ared S. H urd and H. R. Crosbie, E sq., are appointed Aids to
the Commander-iu-Ohief, with t he rank of L ieutenant Colonel.

13th. Eustis H uger is appointed A cting A djutant to the 2d regi
ment W. T. V olunteers, with the rank of I st lientenant,

•
14th. Sidney S. F ord , jr., is appointed a Captain, and attached for

the special ser vice of organizing a force of friendly I nd ians of tile Cbeha
lis and Cowlitz tribes for operat ion npon the P uyallup.

15th. Captain C. W . R iley, with the force raised in Steilacoom, will
build a fort at " Lone Tree P oint," north of the mouth of the Puyallup,
and oecnpy that post until further orders.

16th. Warren Gove is appointed Quartermaster and Commissary at
the post of Steilacoom.

17th. A. II. Robie is appointed Quartermaster and Commissary of
subsistence at the Dalles.

18th. G. K. Willard to be surgeon and purveyor of medicine and
.,ediCllI store. at head quart.....
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19th. M. P . Burus Is appointed .. surgeon In the M regiment, ana
ordered for duty with the Central Battalion.

20th. Dr. R. 111. B igelow, surgeon for the Northern Battalion.
21st. The officer commanding the Southern Battalion will appoint R

surgeon for his command, and report his name to this office, that a com-
• • •mission may Issue.

22d. E dward Furste is appointed Chief Clerk to the Quartermaster
and Commissary General.

23d. J ames R oberts is appointed Military Clerk to the Commander
in-Chief.

24th. I n all service of combined volunteer and Indian military forces ,
the military officer will take command of the whole.

25th. All officers commanding are requested to make reports to this
office as frequently as practicable.

( Signed, ) J A~1ES TILTOK,
A dc:'t. Gen. W . T. Y. forces,

~

By order of the Governor and}
Commander-in-Chief.

H EAn Q UARTERS, O LDrPIA, W . T. }
April 20, 1856.

S UPPLE>fENT TO GE)(ERAL ORDERS, No. 4.

1st. B. F . Shaw is elected L ientenant Col. of 2d regt , W . T . Y01
unteers, and will assume command of the Central and Southern battal-
• •ions,

2d. Edward Gibson is appointed extra aid t o the Commander-in
Chief.

4th. F irst Lt. W . W. DeLacy is appointed A djutant to the South
ern battalion,

5th. Humphrey Hill is appointed Adjntant to the Northern bat
talion.

6th. B. F. Ruth is appointed Adjntant to the Central battalion.
'lth. Jnstin lIIillard, appointed a Surgeon in the 2d regiment W.

T. V.
8th. Christopher C. P agett is appointed Ass't. Qr. 1>[, and Com

missary, and is assigned to dnty with Capt. Warb""s' company,
9th. Albert Eggers is appointed A ss't. Surgeon.
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10th. U. G. Warbass is appointed Ass't, Snrgeon.
11th. Officers elected by co. L , 2d regiment ( W alla W alla connty)

H enri:M. Chase, Captain ; ... L . L aF ontaine, 1st L t. ; L ouis R abion, 2d
Lieutenant .

12th. Company K, ( Mounted R ifles) Francis:II. P. Goff, Captain ;
I srael H edges, Ist, Lieut.; 'I'liomns W aitc, 2,1 Lieut.

13th. Co. J , (:.\Iount ed ltifles ) ]lluford :.\Iiller, Capt.; Anthony W .
Pressly, 1st. Lieut.; Audrew 8hcppar...l, ~J Lieut.

14th. Co. :.\1, (Lewis county ) E ,lward Warbass, Capt. ; J ohn W .
Anderson, 1st. Lient.; John 11. Houc!wl'u, 2J. L ieut.

15th. Clark Co. R ange rs, Wm. K elly, Captain; John D. Biles, Ist ,
Lieutcnant ; Patrick Ahem, 2d. L ieut.

16th. Daniel Smalley is elected Captaiu of co. G, vice J. J. H .
\ an Bokelin, elected lIDjor X orthern Battalion, 211 regiment.

17th. Arthur A . Denny is elected I st. Lieut. of co. A , 2d regiment,
vice H. II. P eixotto, resigned.

18th. J. Q. Cole elected 1st Lieut. co. F .
19th. .Iohu Drady 1st. L t. co. B , vicc " an Ogle, resigned.
20th. w». Temple, 2J Lieut. co. TI, vice '''m. )IuI'tb, resigned .
21st. Geo, W . Ebey 2d Lt. co. G, "ice Daniel Smalley, elected Cap-

tain.
(Signed )

By order of the G overnor and }
Commander-in-Chief.

JA:.\IES T I LT OX,
A dg't Gen. W. T. V. forces.

IIu n Ql'ARrr.ns, OIS)Ir IA, W . T . }
Au;;ust -, 1956.

GEXERAL ORnERs, 1\0. 5.

The Commander-in-Chief for himself and the inhabitants of W ash
iegtoo Territory, desires me to ""press to Lieut. Col. Shaw, the gallant
.officers and men of the r;~ht win:,! of the 2d regiment. and the officers and
men of the commands of Major L nytou, of Oregon Territory, an d enpt.
Goff, of W ashington Territory, his high appreciation of their late brill
iant and successful uclrievemeuts at the bat tles of Grand R onde and Burnt
River.

The intelligence of these successes has given the highest gmtificatioll
C
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to those of their fellow-citizens of the territory, who are well aware the
blessings of a permanent peace with the savages can be obtained only
throngh such vigorous and decisive blows as those inflicted at the Grand
R onde and B urnt R iver,

Orders ure issued 10 raise 200 meu to strengthen the command of
Lieut. Col. Shaw. A mple supplies are bciug collected, and not hing will
be left undone to furnish every suppor t to the brave and gallant territorial
forces, \rh05C enercct ic, actir e, and intelligent officers are so ably secon
ded by gallant and willing men.

W ith th e assurance to the rio:ht wino: of the 2d regiment, that its. , . "-

patriotic and rigorous services are fully understood at head quar ters, und
that the present and future cit izens of W a>hington territory will fully ap
preciate them, and perpetuate their memory in history.

(Signed) JAllES TILTO~,

W. T. Volunteers,
By order of the G overnor, }

and Commander-in-Chief.

REPORT OF LT. COL. SHAW.

H EAD Q CARTERS, C AMr o x :MILJ. CREEK, }
July 24th, 1856.

JoUlES TILTOX, E SQ.,

A dj't Gen. W. T. V, Olympia.
Sm:

I n my letter of 12 th inst., I announced my inteution of making a
scout towards the G rand Ronde as soon as I could mak e th e necessary
arrangements for placing this post ill security during my absence.

T he tra ils toward it were reconnoitered, and an excellent guide se
cured-s-t'Captiu J ohn,"- a X ez P erce chief.

I star ted at dark on th e evening of the 14th inst ., with th e majority
of the comma nd, consisting of six companies, viz : Lt. 'Vill inms, Lieut.
W ait, Capt. Miller, Capt H enness and llajor Max on, in all 160 men and
offieers, besides the pack train with ten days' rations. W e marched all
night, so as to get into the mountains before dayl ight, so that the dual
could not be discovered. " retook a trail only travelled by Indiaus, and
but little frequented by them lately. We arrived in the Grand Ronde
Valley on the evening of the 16th, and camped on a branch of the Grand
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Ronde river in the timber, sending spies in advance, who returned and re
ported no fresh s:gn.

On t he morning of the 17 th, Iearhur Major Blankenship of the cen
tral. and Capt, :lliIlcr of t he southern bat tulions nssisted by Capt. De
L acy to take up t he line of march for the main valley, I proceeded ahead
t o reconnoitre, accompanied hy Major )[nxua, Mielw.el )'1al'chmcan, Capt.
J ohn, nnd Dr. B urns. A ftcr proceediuz about five miles, we ascended a
knoll ill the val ley, from which we discover...xl dust al'i~ illg along t he timber
of the river. I imurediately seut Major Maxon a ud Captain J ohn for
ward to reconnoi t re, and returned to hurry up the comuiund which was
not far dist .mt , 'I'he command was insta ntly formed in order. Captain
:Millt' I"s compallY in a dvance, supported by )1J :\ (1 1 1 '~ , H enness' and Pow
ell's companies, leav.uz t lie l'aek train in charge of the guard under L ieut.
Goodw.n, with a deta-l unou t or Galls COUJP~,HY under L t. " "<l it, and L t.
, Yilli:..tnt.s' company in reserve, wi th orders to follow on after the command.

The whole command ruOH~U on quietly in this order.. until within half
a mile of the I n.l ian's " illagr , where we discovered t hat t he pack t ra in
had moved to tI le Ieft , down the Grand R onde river. A t this moment, a
large IJO~ly of warriors came forward! singing aud whooping, and one of
them wflvin,; a wide 11I :111\; scalp on a pole. One of t hem s:gnifi ed a de
sire to speak. ' YhcrCllpOll , I sent C;] pta :1I Johu to meet him, nud formed
the couunnd in liue of l.at tlc. ' '' hell Capt.iin J ohn came up to t he I n
dians, t 1l l':' cried out to one anoth er to shoot hi:n, whereupon he retreated
to the command, and I ordered the four companies to charge.

T;lc dl',.;:gn of the eucmy evidently was to draw us into the brush
along the river, where, from our exposed position, tLcy would have the ad
rc.. u t :lgc-~hry no doubt LU'i"'" iug' p13CCtl all ambu-h there. To avoid this,
I c!J : ~r~('d down the r iver towards the pUl'k traiu. T he warriors then split
- ;>a r t g"o:n;! across the river, and part fl own towards t he pack train.
'l'uese we SOOll overtook, and engaged. T he charge was ,-igorou$ and so
well susta ined that t ilt )' were broken, di'l ,c rscd and .-,;b.ia before us, A fter
a short t ime, I sent Capt, :ll il ler to the left, and ?\lajOl' :l1axoo to the
right-t he lat ter t o ('l'OS'-; t 1IC stream fi nd cut t hem oft" from a point near
which a I:ll'" e lJOdy of warriors had coiled ed, apparent ly to fight, while I
moved forward with t he commands of Captain H euuess and Lt. P owell
to attack them in front.

T he Major could not cr03S the river, and, on our moving' forward, tile
enemy fled, after firing a few guus. part taking to the left , and par t con
tinuing forward.

'I'hose who took to the left fen in with Capt. Mi ller's company, who
killed five on the spot, and the rest were not less successful in the pursuit
which was contiuued to the crossing of the river, where the euemy bad
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taken fl stand to defend the ford. Being here rejOined hy Capt. Miller
and by Lieut. Curtis with part of Maxon's company, we fired a volley,
and I ordered a charge across the river, which was gallantly executed. In
doing this, private Shirty Ensign, (If H enness' cornps ny, who was in the
front , was wounded in the bee. Several of the enemy were killed at this
point. W e continned the pursuit uutil the enemy had rearbed the rocky
canyons leading towards Powder river, awl commenced scattering in er ery
direct ion, when, fuuliug that I had but five men with rue, and t he rest of
the command scattered in the rear-most of t he horses being completely
exhausted-i-T called a halt , and fel l back, calculating to re-mount the men
on the captured horses, and continue the pursuit after night.

I found the pack tra in, guard aid reserve, encamped on n small creek
not far from t he crossing, as I had previously ordered t hem to do, and
learned that a body of the enemy had followed them up all day, and an
noyed them, but had inflicte.I no damage beyond capt uring many of the
animals which we had taken in t he charge, and left behind.

I learned, also, that Major Maxon hal] crossed the r iver with a small
party, and was engaged with the enemy, and wanted assistance. I imme
diately despatched a detachment under L ieuts. Williams and Wait, send
ing the uian who brought t he information back with them as a guide.
They returned after dark, without fi wlillg the Major, but hrought in one
of his men, whom they found iu the brush, and who stated that one of the
Major's men was killed, and that the last he sa" of them they were fight
ing with th e Indians, A t. day-light, I sent out Capt. Miller with 70 men,
who scouted around the whole valley without fi nding him, but. who, unfor
tnnately had one man killed, and anoth er wounded whilst p ursuing some
Indians. I resolved to move camp th e next dny to t he head of the valley,
where the emigrant trail crosses it, and continue the search until we be
came certain of their fate. 'I'he same evening, I took GO men under Cap
tain H enness, and struck upon the mountain and crossed the heads of the
canyons to see if I could not. st rike his trail. Finding no sign, I returned
to t he place where th e Major had last been seen, and there made search
in different directions, and fin ally found the body of one of bis men
(Tooley,) and where the Major had encamped in the brush. From other
signs, it became evident to me that the Major had returned to this post
by tbe same t rail by which we first entered the valley.

Being nearly out of provisions, and unable to follow the Indians from
this delay, I concluded to return to camp, recruit for another expedit ion
in conjunction witb Capt. G off, who had, I presumed, returned from his
expedition to John Day's river.

I should have mentioned previously, that in the charge the command
eaptnred and afterwards destroyed about 150 horse loads lacamas, dried
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and a great quantity of tools and kitchen furniture. W e took also about
200 horses, most of which were shot, t here being but about 100 service
able animals.

There were present on the ground from what I saw, a nd from iufor,
mation received from two squaws token prisoners, about 300 warriors Of
the Cayuse, W alia Walla, Umatilla, Tyh, J ohn Day, and DesCbutes
t ribes, commanded by the following chiefs: Stock W hitley and Sim-mi..
ta s-tas, DesChutes and Tyh ; Chick-lab, P lyon, W ic-e-cai, W at·ab-stllar
tih, W in-imi-swoot, Cayuses ; Ta h-kln, Cayuse, t he son of P eu-pcu-mox
max, W alla \\'alia, and other chiefs of less note.

Thc whole command, office rs and men, behaved well. The enemy
was run all the gallop for 15 miles, and most of those who fell were shot
with the revolver. It is impossible to state how many of th e enemy were
killed. T wcuty-soven bodies were counted by aile individual, and many
others we know t o have fallen and been left, but were so scat tered about
that it was impossible to get count of t hem. W hen to these we add
those killed by Major Maxon's command on the other side of the river,
We may safely conclude that at least forty of the enemy were slain, and
many went off wound ed . \'i' hen we left t he miley there was not an In
dian in it, and all the sign went to show that thcy bad gone a great dis
tance from it.

On the 21st inst., we left the valley by the emigrant road, and com
menced our return to camp. During th e nigh t L ieut . Hunter, of tbe W.
T. Volunteers, came into camp with an express from Capt. Goff. I
learned, t o my surprise, that tbe Captain and ::IIaj or L ayton had seen In
dians on J obn Day's r iver-had followcd them over to th e head of Burnt
river, and had had a fi ght with them, in which L ient. E nstns a nd one
private were killed, and some seven I ndians. Tbcy were shaping their
course for tbe Grand R onde \'alley, and bad sent for provisions a nd fresh
horses. I immediately sent L ient. Williams back with all my spare pro
visions and borses, and continued my march. On Wild H orse creek, I
came across Mr. Fil es, a pack mast er, who ha d been left in camp, who in
formed me, to my extreme satisfaction, tbat Major Maxon and his com
mand had arrived safe in camp, and were t ben near us with provisions and
ammunition. These I sent on immediately t o Capt. G off.

I learned that Major Maxon bad been attacked in the valley by a
large force of Indians, on t be day of tbe fight-had gained tbe hrush and
killed many of them-tbat at nigbt he tried to find our camp, and bearing
a noise like a cbild crying, probably one of tbe captnred squaws, had con'
clnded that my command had gone on to Powder river, and that the Indi·
&!lIl had retnrned to the valley by another canyon. He moved his position



I remain respectfnlly yours. &e.,
(Signed) MATTHEW P. BURKS, M. D.

Surgeon 2d Reg't W. T. V.

that n'ght, and the next day saw the scout looking for him, but In the
distance thought that it was a band of Indians bunting bis trail. Con.
ceiving himself cut off from tbe commanu, be thought it best to return to
t his camp, thinking that we would bc on our wa)' back to Grand Roude
with provisions and ammunition ,

E nclosed you will fiud the Surgeon's report of the killed and
wounded.

R espectfully, &e.,
(Signed,) B. F. SHAW,

Lieut. Col. commauding expedition to Yakima.

DR, BURKS' REPORT.

H EAn QnRTERs , R IGHT WI KG, 2D R EGmF.XT, W. T. v.}
Camp Mill Creek, W aUa Walla Yalley, July 24, 1856.

JAMES T ILTOX, E SQ.,

Adjutant Gen. W . T. Volunteers,
SIR :-

I send you my report of the killed and wounded in the engagement
on t he Burnt Hirer and Gra nd R onde on th e 15th and 16tb Jnly, 1856.

Lic:ut. Eustus, eo. K, killed- residence L uckiamute, O. T.
Daniel Smith, co. K, killed-s-residence French P rairie, Oregon.
J ames Cheney, co. K , wounded in the thigh slightly-residence Or-

egon.
W m. F. Tooley, co. A , killed-residence Cape H orn Mountain.
"''" !D. I rveu, co. A , killed-residence V nucouver, '\T . T.
"·m. H olmes, co. K, killed-residence Thurston co., W . T.
Thomas Como, co. A , dangerously wounded-s-residence Vancouver,

W. T.
Sh irley E nsign, co. C, wounded in the nose and cheek.
Will. Downy, eo. D, wounded in tbe knee witb an arrow, sligbtly.
T. 1'\ . L illey, co. J , forearm fractured and bead cut by an Indian witb

an empty guu.



(7

QUARTERS, W. T. V ., F ORr MASON, WALLA WALLA }

V ALLEY, 'V. T., September 4th, 1856.

GEXERAL O RDERS No. 6.

The Commander-in-Chief feels called npon t o express his regrets that
the pack train was captured on t he evening of the 28th inst, and that
Capts, Goff and W illiams did not take the posit ion assigned t hem by L t.
Col. Shaw, which would probably ha r e resulted in the detent of the enemy
and in saving the train.

'I'he packers were not provided with rifles or guns, and the escort
left without a proper supply of ammunitiou, both contrary to orders here
tofore given, and contrary to the u=,uge of. the sen-ice.

On a calm review of the whole matter, t he Commander-in-Chief must

express the op.uion that, under the circumstances , the pack train should
not har e been abandoned.

H e desires t o impress npon the troops the fact established by expe
rience, especially in the present I ndian war, that bold and repea ted
charges upon the enemy. even when the dispnrity of numbers is great, will
alone lead to results. In this Wfly only cau the superiority of our ra ce be
established. III all mere defensive contests with Indians, whether behind.
breastworks, or in the brush, an Indian is as ~ood as a white man j few
laurels can thus Le won, and the resul t mny be discrcd itaule.

(Signed, ) I SAA C 1. ST E "EXS,
G overnor and Commander-in-Chief.

HEA~ Q URTERS W. T. v,
Olympia, W . T ., October 30, 1856.

G ENERAL O RDERS Xo. 7.

}

1st. The volunteers of ' Vashington Territory, of both staff and
line, are hereby d isbanded.

2nd. The Adjutant General, Qnartermaster and Commissary Gen
eral, with such offieers and employees as they may require to perfec t and
finish the muster rolls and accounts, are retained in ser vice till further or
ders.

3d. All officers commanding companies will be discharged npon ren
dition of their mnster rolls ..t the office of the Adjntant General, and the



By order of the Governor, and If
Commander-In-Chief.
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..ttlement of their accounts for pnblic property with Quartermaster and
Commissary" General.

4th. The senior officers of tbe late 2d regiment W . T. Volunteers,
and the Military Clerk to the Commander-in-Chief, will be retained iu
service till further orders.

5th. No pnrchases of property or supplies after this date will be
made by any officer or employee, without spocial orders from the Quarter·
master General.

6th. The Commander-in-Chief desires me to express to the officers
and men of the Right Wing of the 2d regiment, commanded by Lt. Col.
Shaw, the Northeru Bat taliou, commanded by Major Van Bokelin; the
Southern by Major ~Iaxon, and the Central by Major Blankenship, his
most cordial thanks, for the signal galla ntry, resolnte endurance, and ex
cellent discipline they have displayed and maintained during their six
months' arduous, faithful and efficient service.

The nature of the vast region of country traversed, the wily and
resolnte character of the savages overawed or subdued, and the privations
endured by the citizen soldiery of the 2d regiment, are well known and
appreciated by the inhabitants of W ashingtou Territory, who will know
how to honor for all futnre t ime, the devoted and fearless men who have
maintained the foothold of civilization npon the remote frontier.

H istory will present the fact with credit and honor to the volunteer
force, that during the six months of active service of one th onsand of the
citizens of Washington Territory, not a single friendly Indian has been
harmed in a volnnteer camp or scout--no I ndian has been plundered or
molested, and the captured property of defeated savages has been in every
case turned over to the proper officers, and faithfully accounted for by

them.
To the efficient stafl', commissioned and non-commissioned, both per

sonal, and of transportation and supply, the Commander-in-Cbief begs to
make his hear ty acknowledgments.

Devotion to the service, aided by the patr iotism and generosity of
the citizens, bas enabled a widely scattered community of seventeen bun
dred American citizens to keep on foot, feed, clothe, arm, and partly
mount, one thousand most efficient and serviceable troops.

. W ith these facts for the future historian, t he year 1856, although
disastrons in material prosperity, is rich in honorable achievements, and
will be dwelt upon by the descendants of the troops, now r eturning to
their avocations of peace, with pride and exultation.

(Signed,) JAl\1ES TILTON,
Adjutant General W. T. V .



WAR NOTICE.

By order of the Governor and Commander-in-Chief, I hereby call
upon the citizens of the counties of Lewis. ChehaIiB. Thnrston. Pierce
and Pacific, for reinforcements to support the gaJlant volnnteer soldiery
now in the enemy's conntry north of the Puyallup.

To insure saccess, it is deemed essential to strengthen the central
battalion.

By a vigoronrs effort now. there is a reasonable hope of annihilating
the savages occupying the region west of the Cascades. For this pur
pose, :an earnest appeal is made for a reinforcement of one hnndred men,
who will rendezvous at Olympia. for service nnder Major G. Hays, to
strengthen the companies of Captains Henness. Rabbeson, White and
Swindall,

All detachments. npon arrival at Olympia. will be supplied with pro
visions, clothes, arms, transportation and escorts to the field.

Ample supplies for the forces are now approachiog the central posi
tion upon the Muekelshoot prairie,

An intelligent and patriotic population will see the urgency of the
case, and by bestowing their services for a short time, share in the achieve
ments of their friends now in the field. and materially aid-in the speedy
termination of the war.

The following named gentlemen are requested to act 98 enrolling offi
cers: Capt. John R. Jackson. Highland, Lewis connty; J. S. M. Van
C1enre, Pacific county, Chenook Postoffioo; Private Guest, Capt. Henness'
coml"'"Y. at camp Montgomery; Dr. J. R. Johnson. Chehalis, at Bruce
port; Henry Cock. Thurston, at Olympia.

Enrolling officers will lIlllke requisition npon the Qr. Mr. and Com
missary at Olympia and Steilacoom for supplies and qnarters, for reernits
cluing concentmtion previous to marching.

Enrolling officers will report at this office for marehing orders.
(Signed.) JAMES TILTON,

Adjntant Gen. W. T. Volunteers.
n ead Quarters. Olympia W. T. }

March 1st, 1856.

T



$5,060 00
--~$63,821 91

50

QUARTERMASTER'S REPORT.

OFJ'lCB Q. M. AND COli. GENERAL, }
November 29th, 1856.

Gov. I. 1 STEvENS,

8m: In answer to yonr note of the 26th inst., I beg leave to sub
mit the following report of the operations of the QnartermaBter and Com
missary Deportment, W. T. V. As several of the ABBistant Q. Masters
and Commissaries have DOt yet bad time to send in their acconnte, I will
not he able to give in a foll and complete report until almost two months.

Since the organization of the Q. Moster and Commissary department
on the 21st January of tho current year, there has been issued $960,268"
32 worth of scrip to carry on its operations. OC this amount $122,'112"
09 has beeu redeemed by sales of public property-leaving $827,54732
outstanding,

I estimate that it will require at 10000t $35,500 in addition, to pay
unadjusted accounts against this department.

In accordance with your order, the accounts of the 1st regiment, W.
T. V., called out by proclamation of Acting Gov. Mason,thave heen ex
amined, end scrip issued for the amoont of indebtedness. This regiment
was without Q. Masters or Commissaries. Each officer in command was
empowered to procnre whatever his men might need, and give receipts for
the same, and it affords me pleasure to tn.tify that this anthnrity Was
never abused.

The amount nf debt thns created, as per receipts and other vonehera
is $58,821 92, Cor which scrip, approved by the Commander-in-ehieC, has
been issued, aud I estimate that $5000 more of the scrip will be required
to cover the total indebtedness ($62,821 92) of 1st. rcg't W. T. V. under
Acting Governor Mason.

RECAPITULATION.

Scrip issued on account of expenses 1st rcg't W. T.
V, under proclamation of Act. Gov. Mason, $58,821 92

Scrip to be issued for outstanding accounts against
said regiment,
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Serlp Issued On aceount of expe!llIIll of l'olunteer
organisation since 21st Jan. 1856, $960,268 22

J5crip to be issued for ontstanding ncc'ts against
said orgaui""tion,

$1,059,590 25
~ount of Scrip cancelled by sales of pnblle property. 182.721 09

Total amount of Indebtedness, $926.869 16

The operntions of the deportment under my ebarge have been carried
on nnder very discouraging circumstances, There was no ready money
with whieb to meet daily expenses. There were no large cities or wealthy
communities where supplies could be purchased for the immediate need of
the troops, Every thing bad to be obtained if possible, for scrip. from
either this or Oregon Territory, both sparsely populated, already impov
erished by Indian hostilities, and of which a large nnmber of the inhabit
ants were in arms against the common enemy, In this Territory, espe
cially. many of the farmers had been driven from their elaims-otbera,
with every disposition to help the common cause, could not do so withont
depriving their families of bread, Notwithstanding this. the conduct of
the citizens has been worthy of all praise. Without their zealous co-ope
ration, the volnnteers would have starved.

The officers of this deportment consisted of 1 .Ass't Q. Master and
Commissary General, and 8 Ass't Q. M's and Commissaries stationed. as
follows:

Lient. Col. Jas, K. Hnrd, .Ass't Q. M. and Commissary General, sn
periotendent of all business on the Colnmbia river.

R. S. Robinson, .Ass't Q. M. and COmmi....ry, Port Townsend, and,
to snpply the northern battalion.

F. Mathias, do at Seattle.
Warran Gove, do at Steilacoom.
Cbas. E. Woed, do at Olympia.
C. C. Pagett, do at Lewis county.
M. B. Millard. do at Vanconver.
A. H. Robie, do at the Dalles, and field operatiOllB of sonth-

ern battalion.
C. H. Armstrong. Regt'l Q. M. and Commissary in the field. with

the right wing of the 2d regt. W. T. V.
ThC'e gentlemen were mostly unacquainted with the duties of the

SlatiJfiS on first appointment, bnt their zeal and activity soon made amends
for deficiencies, and I am ander the highest obligations to them all for
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their most active and efficient co-operation, and the admirable manner in
wbich the eccounts have been presented.

About Feb. lOth, a wagon train was organized, consisting of thirty
wagons, and forty-fire teamsters and guards, commanded by Copt. Oliver
Shead, and Lieuts, O'Brian and Iterslcy. The danger and diffienlty of
the duties performed by this tr ain, can only be appreciated by one ac.
quaioted wi th the state of the country'und of the roods nt tbe time. As
soon as organized, the train was despatched from Fort Stevens (Yelm
prairie) to F ort H ays (Connell's prclrie) via. Camp Montgomery, with
supplies for the troops then in the field: remaining until a block boose was
built on Puyallup river, it moved again to Conncll's Prairie, and thence re
turned to Olympia, about March 10tb. From this time until Jnne it was
bnsily engaged in transporting stores to tbe different posts scattered over
the country. Again assembled at Camp Montgomery, it transported tbe
stores intended for Col. Sbaw's command to F ort H nY', and thence part
of tbe wagons returned, bringing the stores not turned over to the regular
troops with t he post. The remainder ( five or six wagons) were sent to
South Prairie, whence they returned with the public pcoperty when that
post was abandoned. A por tion of this train was retained ootil the latter
part of September. It is necessary to remark bere, tbat t be men of tbe
train were its only escort, and tbat daring several months' service, not an
an imal was lost or captured.

A pack train, consisting of 109 animals, laden witb provl sions and
ammunition, and 27 men, nnder charge of Capt. A.rmstrong, accompanied
tbe right wing of the 2d regiment in its march from Poget Sound to
the W nlla W alln, under command of Col. Shaw. With almost nnprece
dented good fortnne it reached tbe latler place with the loss of ouly 000

horse and puck, caused by the animal stepping from the trail, at a danger
ous pass, into the Nnchess rirer beneath. Without other accident, on
J uly 9tb, tbe command was joined by Capt. Rohie's AsSt Q. Maste..s
train, from wbom a fresb supply of provisions was drawn, tbose brongbt
over the mountains being nearly exhausted.

The good fortune of the train did not continue thronghont tbe cam
palgu. H aving been dispatched, Jnly 26th, from the camp 0 0 Mill Creek
to the Dulles, O. T. for supplies, tbe train, witb a small escort of twenty
flre men, was attacked on its ret urn by a body of Indians near tbe W al
Ia W alla river. A fter fighting from 10 A. )f., until about 11 1'. M.,
tbeir ammunition being exhausted , the escort and packers were compelled
to leave tho packs, and bnppily mode good their retreat to F ort Mason,
distant about 10 miles.

The duties at Port Townsend wore peculiar, and were ably performed
I>y Capt. R. S. Robinson, Q. Master at that post. Fort Ebey, on tb.



Snohomish, and Forts Tiltnn and Alden, on the Snoqnaimie, were l!:arri.
soned by the northern battalion.

Vessels were chartered to plybetwcen Victoria, (Vnnconver's Island)
where most of the supplies were purchased, and posts on the npper part
of the Bound.

From Port Townsend the provisions were sent to the different posts,
by way of the rivcrs, in canoes manned by friendly Indians, bnt onder
charge of white men, a distance of twenty-five miles. The manner in
which this duty was performed is most creditable to Capt. Robinson.

Capt. Robie, Q. Master at the Dalles, started in Jnne from that
place with a train of 45 wagons and thirty-five pack animals, escorted by
the command of Capt. Goff. Depositing its load at Walla Walla, tha
train returned to the Dales for a fresh ,npply, and by the 24th Angust,
wns again on the road to Walla WnJla valley. In conseqnence of such
promptness aod activity, Col. Shaw's command was never in wnnt of sap
plies.

The success of the operations in the Q. Master and Commissary de
partment on the Columbia, is mainly due, however, to the energy and
ability with which Col. IInrd and Capt. Millard effected purchases, and
pushed forward snpplles to thc Dalles.

In addition to thc above, this department bas furnished supplies to
detachments and companies in almost every part of the territory, and
block houses, roads and ferries, have been constructed under its direction.

In obedience to orders, tbe pnblic property has been disposed of as
soon as possible, and all hnste is being made to bring the nffnirs of tbe
department to a close. I am gratified to be able to state that mnch of it
sold at a high advance on the original prices, which were regarded as cx·
travagant at the commencement of the war. Yet horses, which cost from
$250 to $4 00 brought from $200 to $600; wagons, costing $200, were rea
dily sold for $300, and oxen were disposed of at $30 per cent. above cost.
This, too, after thc property had been of course deteriorated by 6 month'a
active service.

As an cvidence of the fidelity with which the pnblic interest hns been
protected, it is sn1Iicient to state that, whilst 571 horses were pnrehased
for the service, 600 have been turned inand sold. When it is remembered
that many of the animals have died in service, and that maoy have been
captured by the enemy, it will be seen how faithfully the animals pur
chased and those captured at Grand Ronde have been accounted for.

I am mnch indebted to all, both officers and employees, for their zeal
ons and intelligent eo-operation, My thanks are especiallydne to the gen.
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t1emen In tbIs office for their COMtant and untiring delOtion to their 4uties.
The s.ccounlB are being rapidly brought to" close, and I hope 800Il to be
able to present them for fina.l adjustment.

I have the honor to be, very reapectfully,
(Siglled,) WILLIAM W. MILLER,

Q. M. & Com. Gen., W. T. V.

REPORT OF CAPTAIN OF ENGINEERS.

HIWl QJwm:Rs, OLYI<PIA, W. T.

Gov. I. I. StEvENS,

Commander-in-Cbief, W. T. V.
SIB : In obedience to orders, I bei leave to tranRJDit the follow-

ing list of Block Houses and Stockades erected during the lalA> Indio.n
war, and whether built at the pnhlic or private ezpense,

The following were erected either at the expenae of the~
ter department, or by the rolnnteer troops In the field:

Blockboase (stockaded) at the Cowlitz Landing.
do at French settlement, near Cowlitz Farma.
do "t Skooknm Chnek.
do on Chehalis river, below DlOllth of I!koolmm Chuck.
do on Tena.lquot Plains (Fort Wer.)
do on Yelm Prairie, (Fort Stevens.)
do "t Lowe's, on Cba!nben Prairie.

Two do "t Olympia.
do (Stockaded) at Packwood's ferry, (Fort ltailan.)

Two do (Fort Hicks) "t Montgomery's, built by Pioneer Co.
do (Fort White) crossing of the Puyallup.

Two do (Fort H"ys) Conne1's Prairie.
Two do (Forts Pike and Posey) er088ing of White river.

do (Fort McAn.ter) on Sooth Prairie.
do (Fort Lander) on DewamislJ, built by vObmteer8.
110 "t Seattle.

(lne do on Lone Tree Point.
do (Fort Ebey) on Snohomish.
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B1ockhonses, (Fort Tilton) at head of canoe navigation, I i miles below
Snoqualmie Falls, hnilt hy northern battalion.

do (Fort Alden) 2! miles above Snoqnalmie Falls, on Ranger's
Prairie, bnilt by northern battalion.

do at Port Townsend.
do at Wilson's Point.
do ot Belliogbam Bay.
do at Skookum Chuck.
do at Yancouver, bnilt by Capt. Kelly's company.
do at F ourth P rairie.
do at Washouglc rircr,
do on Lewis river,
do (Fort Mason) in Walla Walla Valley, built by order of

Col. Shaw.
do (Fort Preston) Michel's Fork of Nesqnally, built by Capt .

Miller'. company,
do on Klicatat Prairie, ncar Cowlitz.

The following were built in different neighborbcods, by the settlers
themselves, for mutual protection:

llIockhousc, at Davis'.
Stockade at Cochrans', on Skooknm Chnck.

do (Fort Henness) near Mound Prairie.
Blockhouse on Tenalqnet prairie.

do at Nathan Eatous.
Two blockhouses on Chamber'. Prairie.
Stockade at Bush's.

do ut Goodell's,
Blockhouse at Ruddell's,

do at Rutledge's,
Two do ot Falls, near Olympia.

do at Dofflemyer's,
do on Whidby'. Island,
do at P ort Gamble, bnilt by Capt. Keller.
do (Fort Arkansa.) on Cowlitz.
do on Mime Prairie.
do at Port Ludlow,
do at Meigs' Mill.

Two do ot Cascades.
do ot Boisefort.

Bnilt by the regular troops :-

Fort Slanghter, On Mnckelshoot Prsiri•.



Forl Malony, on the Puyallnp river.
Fort Thomas, on Green River.
Blockhouse on Black River.

In addition to the erection of these defences, portions of the troops
Bod quartermaster's men were employed in opening new roods, and repair,
iDg old ones, for the transportation of stores &c., from one defensive point
to another. A mongst these may be mentioned as the most important, B

trail cut from P orter's Prairie to Ranger's Pralric-c-wagon road fromC on'
nell's to Soutb Prairie-wagon road from l\lontgomerys and Connell's
Prairie to White River-ferry established on the Puyallup, at Fort White
&e., performed by the Pioneer company, equally as distinguished for gal
lantry lIS for industry io the field, and a trail ent from F ort Tilton to Ran
ger's Prairie, and thence to Cedar River-trail from Rattlesnake Prairie
to Snoqualmie PMS, &c., by the northern battal ion, which deserves the
highest commendation for its soldier-like endurance of fatigue and hard
ships.

I beg leave, herewith, to transmit two maps, one exhlbiticg the line
of march of the right wing of the 2d regiment, W. T. V. from Pugct
Sound, to the Grand Ronde, as well as Capt. GotI's (W . T. V.) march
from the Dalles to Burnt River, and tho other showing the situation of
the various blockbouses above mentioned.

Respectfully,
W. W. DE LACY,

Capt. Engineerll. W. T. V.
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REPORT OF ORDNAJ.-J OE Ql<'FICER.

O RDXAS c?' D F.P'T, W. V. S ERTICH, l
Olyrcpla, Dec. Ist., 1856. l

SIR:-

I n obedience to orders, I have tho honor to submit tho following
brier report relative to the public arms of the terri tory.

R eceived from the Unlted States Ordnance Department, as donated
by net of congress to the territory,

I n percussion muskets,
do r ifles,

Ccvclry sabres,

Received u)- Acting Gov. Mason, on his requisition upon
the military storekeeper at Columbia barracks (Fort
\ anCDunr) and which nrc to be replaced out of the
future quota of arms due the territory,

There bas been turned in by the volunteer officers since
the disbandment of the forces up to Dec. Ist.,

I S S l; E D .

To counties, on receipt of county commissioners, 1,046
To counties for which commissioners have not yet for-

warded receipts, 228
To volunteer and naval officers, as per receipt, 22-'
To citizens of the several counties on their individual

receipts, 35
The number retained and lost by citizens in the volun-

teer service, as shown by muster rolls, and abo, LhO&-
not yet accounted fOT. amount to 117

On hand, 'i8.J

8
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RECAP ITULATJOl'!.

Receired-cFrom Ordnance Department, U . 8 .,
.. Columbia Barracks,
.. V olunteers,

Iseued-s-To counties,
to volunteer and naval officcrR.
to citizens"
volunteer service,

.Arms on hand,

Respectfully sumbitted.

2,110
150
114

2,4.84

1,284
224

35
117

784
2,434

R . M. WALKER.
Ordnance officer, W . T. V. Service.

llis Excellency,
isAAC 1. S TEYENS,

Gov. find Commander-in-Chief W . T. Y. Forces,



COR RES P 0 N DEN C E.

};n:Ct:Tl\·i O.'i"leG, \V. T., }
OLYMPIA, Oct. 22d, 1866.

Hou, R OBERT B. M CC LELLAND,

Secretary of the Interior, Washington City, D. C.: .

8m:-Herewith I have the banal' to transmit to J"on a copy of an
order Issued by Lieut. Col. Steptoe, commaading in the Wnll. Wall.
Talley.

(copy ov ORDER_ )

F ORT D ALLES, O. T.,}
Ang. 20th, 1856.

U The undersigned, having been designated to establish 0. military post
in the W alla W alla country, and with 0. view to prevent ull misunder
etanding on the subject, believes i t proper to make known the following
instructions he has recently received from the P acific :\l ili tary Depar tment.

If No emigrant or other white person, except the Hudson's l}ay Co., or
persons having ceded rights from the I ndians, will be permitted to set tle or
to remain in the I ndian country, or on land not settled or not confirmed by
the Senate and approved by the P resident of the United States,

U These orders are not, however, to apply to the miners engaged in
collecting gold at Colrille mines."

(Signed,) E. J. S'l'EI'TOE,
Brer"t Col. U. S. A.

By reference to the act of Congress approved Sept. 27th, 1860, en
titled "An net creating' the offlce of Rurveyor General of the publie lands
in Oregon, kc.," and the acts of Feb. 14th, 1853, and July 17th, 185.4-,
amendatory thereto, applicable alike to WashiDgulD territory, all the pnb
lie domain in this territory was thrown open to settlers, they beingreqcired,
in order to perfect tho donation thus offprf'd to them, to perform certain
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lets of "residence and cnlt ir ation," By reference to the 4th and 6th see
tiODS of tbc act first above mentioned, it will be found thnt the words of
donation nrc "that there shall he and hu eby is granted, 4-'. j" words which
at once r est a right in the occupant of the soil dependant simply upon tbo
performance of 0. condition subsequent, a mere act of volition on his part.
By the language of the statute referred to, it would seem tbnt nil title had
passed from the general government, and it simply remained for the settler
to fulfil tho conditions,

Under the provisions of this nct some fifty to sereuty-fivo citizens had
taken claims in the territory lJ'ing east of the Cascade mountains, and af
fected hy tbo above order, and resided upon them until driven off by tbo
Indians.

By an order of a military officer of the United Sta tes tbey are now
forbidden to return to t heir homes, and impliedly threatened wi.h expulsion
should they do ' 0.

Your early attent ion is called to this matter, for it certainly must be
.donbted whether the commnndlug officer of 0. deportment or district can
legally exercise nn authority which abrogates a statute of the United
States, and deprives citizens of vested rights, acquired not only by boldly
poshing forward on the frontier and seeking new homes in the wilderness,
bnt slso by the plighted faith of t he gcrcrument,

Very respectfully,
Your most obedient scrrant,

(SignPd, ) I SAAC I. STEVENS,
Gov. Territory Washington.

W ASm S GTOK, Ang. 15, 1854.
Hen, JEFFERSON DAVIS,

Secretary of W ar, W nshington, D. C. :

SIR:-Arms and ammunition nrc much needed on Puget Sound, in
order thnt the settlers mny protect themselves from I ndian deprcdatlone.

The militia of tho Terri tory has not yet been organized, though .m·
cient steps to this end will he taken the coming wiuter,

If under these circumstances arms and ammunition can be issued, I
will request that it may be done without delay. I will ~u~gest that one
thousand stand of arms and one hundred thousand cartridges, with a few
revolvers, be placed in depot at Fort Steilacoom, in the charge of the com
mandant, subject to the requisition of the government of the Territory.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient,
(Signed.) ISAAC I. Sn;VENS.

Gov, W ashington Territory .



WAIl D.,..l1mf2lo"T, WASBlllOfON, l
August 18th, 1854. f

8lll :-1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yGUr 1_ of
the 15th instent, asking that arm. and ammunition msy he placed in de
pot at Fort SteilllOOOlll in charge of the Governor of Wasbington territory.

In reply, I h"ve to inform yon that under the law for arming the
militia, the territory is not entitled to and cannot he supplied with anDI

until the return of the:elfective militia therein is received.
Very respectfully, your oh't ,",",t,

(Signed,) . JEFFERSON DAVIB,
See')' of Waf.

His EzceIlOilC)' 1. 1. 8m.....
Gov. of Weabiogton Territory,

(h1'1U_>
OLnD'U, W. T., Dec. II, 1.85A.

•• • * * • *
I have the honor to remain, very respectfuny,

Your obedient so"ant,
ISAAC ·I. STEVENS,

Gov. and ¥ Indian AlfairL
{8igned,)

Hon. J£tJERSON DAVIS,

Secretary of War, Washington, D. C. :

Sm: * * * * • $:

~ regards the Columbia river andthe two great routes to the Stete$
by the South P... and the northern pllSSeS, it has seemed to me that the
Walla Walla va1Iey was the great point for" post, the Dalles and Van·
conver heing msinly depots held by" single company esch. A military
toad is much needed from Vanconver to the Dalles, giving eaJJY communi·
eations at all sessons of the year. For greater economy, and tin the ad·
vance of settlements shall alford plentiful supplies, a portion of the garrison
in the Wall" Walla valley might be withdrawn to Vanconver. I make
these suggestions sa the result of my observations and experience in this
<llMI1Itry.

•



62

£X:EOCTI\·E OIFIl,; E: O LYlfYu., W. T., ;
February IVth, 1856. f

Hon. J£FFERSON D AilS,

Secretary of W ar :
8m :- H aving been constantly and closely occupied since my returu

from the Blackfeet council, I avail myself of this the first opportunity, to
inform the Department fully of the eondition of this territory iu t he exei
ting Indian war. And in order to arrive at a full understanding orthe
d ate of affairs, it is deemed necessary to state the facts connected with my
return from the Missouri, where a treaty of peace and friendship had been
concluded with the Blackfeet and other tribes of Indians.

On the 29th day of October, when two days march from Fort Ben
t OD, au my return to tbis place, W. H. Pearson reached my camp with an
expressfromacting Governor Mason, bringing the startling intelligence that
the Yakima I udiaus, with whom I had concluded a treaty in June last,
bed murdered 0. number of whites in their country, their agent, A. J. Bo
lon, and had fluallj- broken out into opeu war; had defeated a detachment
of U. S. troops under Major H aller, and had declared their dctcrmlnatioa
to exterminate ull the whites in the country.

It was supposed that the Cayuses, W alla W allas and Umatillas would
Join, and that the Spokanes and Cour d' Alcnes were disposed to hostilitiea,

At this time my party of 25 men were in this conditiun-our animals
were poor and jaded from the express service in which they had been em
ployed in the operations preliminary to the Blackfoot council, for our
express hod ranged from the Saskatchawnn on the north to the Y ellow
Stone on the south.

They possessed but few arms and but little ammunition, as we had, in
coming np, found no usc for them, passing through the territory of friendly
Indians.

U nder these circumstances I halted the train ; despatched my secrets
ry, Mr. Doty, to Forts Benton and Campbell to procure arms, ammunition,
and fresh animals. Oct. 31st, I pushed forward to the Bitter Root valley
to make arrangements for fresh animals and supplies, instructing Mr. Dot,
to come on as rapidly as the condition of the train would permit .

I reached the valley Nov, 4th, making the distance of 230 miles in
4! days.

The train left the Missouri Nor . 4th, nnd reached H ell Gate in Biller
R oot valley, where I had established my camp, iu 8 days, a distance of
200 miles.

I had overtaken, before reaching the vnlley, delegetions of }lez P erce
chiefs, who had attended the Blackfoot council. A conference was held
with them at Hell Gate . They had already heerd, through Indian re-
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mors, of the wer below. I stated to them fully, the stste of affairs, BUd
requested that certain of their number would accompany me, it being my
detenninetlon to push forward by way of the Conr d'Alene pa"" although
it was declared to be impracticable on aeconut of snow.

The result of OUf conference was most sntlsfactory, The whole party,
numbering 14 men, among whom were Spotted E agle, Looking Glass, and
Three Feathers, principal chiefs among the Nez Perces, expressed their
determination to accompany me, and share any danger to be encountered.

They expressed R desire that, after crossing the mountains, I should
go to their count ry, where a large force of their young men would ac
company me to the Dalles, and protect us with their lives against any
enemy.

H aring replenished my train with ull the animals to be had , on Xov.
14th we pushed forward , crossed the Bitter Root mountains the 20th, in
mow 2! to three feet deep, and reached the Coeur d'Alene ) lission the
25th-taking the Cceur d'Alencs entirely by surprise. 'Ihej- bad not
tbought it possible we would cross the mountains eo late in the season.

With the Cceur d'Alenes I held a council, and found them much ex
cited, on a balance for pence or for war, cud a chance word might tum
them either way.

Rumors of an kinds met ns here : that the troop' had fought a bat
Ue with the Yakimas, and drove them across the Columbia towards the
Spokane, and that the W alla'Vallns, Cayuses nud Umatillas, were in
erms, and th nt they hud heeu joined by n party of the Xex Pcrces, The
eccoenta were of so contradic tory a nature that nothing certain could be
ascertained from them, excepting that the several tribes below were in
arms, blocking op onr road, nnd had threatened to cut off my party in
My erent. However, I determined to push to the Spokane.

The Spoknncs were even more surprised than the Ceur d'Alenes at
...ing us, Three hours before my arrival they heard I WI\., going to tho
settlements by way of New York. I immediately called n council, sent
to Fort Colville for Mr. MeDonolrl, in charge of that post of the H nd
! On'R Bay Company, sent also for tho J esuit Fathers at that point. They
errired. A council was held, at which thc whole Spokane nation was
represented. The Ccecr d'Alencs and Colville Indians also were present.

The Bpokenes and Colville Indians evinced extreme hostility of feel
ing- spoke of the war below-wanted it, stopped-c-sald the whites were
wrong. The belief was current that P eu-pee-mca-mox would cut off my
party, .., he had repeatedly threatened. Thoy bad not joined in the war,
but yet would make no promises to remain neutral. If the Indians now
at wa.r were driven into their country they would not answer for the con
'~"'nec!t ; probably many of the 8poknnes would join them.



After a stonny council of several day~, the Bpokenes, Cccur d'Alentd.
and Colvillcs were entirely conciliated, and promised that they would re
ject all the overtures of the hostile Indians, and continue the firm friends
of the whites.

Having added to my party, and organized. &c., we thence made a
forced march to the Kez Perce country, striking the Clear Water at LaP'"
wai. Here we Iound assembled the whole Xez Perce nation, excepting
those in the buffalo country.

Mr. Craig had rccclvcd letters which informed me that the whole
Walla Walla valley was blocked up with hostile I ndians, and the Kes
Percee said it was impossible to go through.

I called a council, and proposed to them that 150 of their young
men should accompany me to the Dalles.

Without hesitation they agreed to go. W hilst in the council. mu
king arrangements for our movements, news came that a force of gallant
Oregon volunteers, four hundred strong, had met the Indians in the Wal·
In Walla valley, and, after foul' days' hard fighting, having a number of
officers and men killed and wounded, had completely routed the enemy-c.
driving them across the Snake river, and towards the Xez Perce country.

The next day I pushed forward, accompanied by 69 Nez I'erces,
well armed, and reached ' Valla Walla without encountering uny hostilo
Indians. They bad all been driven across Snake river below us by the
Oregon troops.

It is now proper to inquire, what would have been the condition of
my party, had not the Oregon troops vigorously pushed into the field and
gallantly defeated the enemy?

The country between the Blue Mountains and the Columbia WaB

overrun with Indians, numbering 1,000 to 1,200 warriors, including the
force at Priest Rapids, under Kumiaken, who had sworn to cut me off j it
Was completely blocked np.

One effect of the campaign of the regulars and volunteers in the
Yakima country under Brig. Gen. Raines, was to drive Kamiaken and
his people on our side of the Columbia river, and thus endanger our
movement from the Spokane to the Nez Perce country.

Thus we had been hemmed in by a body of hostile Indians through
whom we could have only forced our way with extreme difficulty, and at
great loss of life. W e might all have been sacrificed in the at tempt. To
tbe opening the way to my party, I am solely indebted to the Oregon
volunteers.

P eu-pec-mor-rnox, the celebra ted chief of the W alla Wallas, enter
tained an extreme hostility towards myself and party, owing to imaginary
Trong_ he supposed had been inflicted npon him in the treaty co neluded
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with the Cayuses and W .Il. W .llos lost June, and had bee. k. OWIl re
peatedly to t hreaten that I should never reach tbe Dalles. H e was the
fi rst to commence hostilities by plundering Fort W .lIa W niln, and des
troying a large amount of property belonging to the U. S. Indian De
partment.

This chief was taken prisoner by the Oregon volunteers, while en
deavoring to lead them into an ambush. During the beat of the first
day's battle, he aud four other prisoners attempted to escape by forcibly
attacking the g uard, and were at once shot down.

At 'Valln 'Valla I fouud some 25 settlers-the remainder having
fled to the Dalles for protection. With these were 100 friendly Iudlens.

Special Indian agent B. F. Shaw, Col. in the W. T. mi iitin, was on
the ground, and I at once organized the district, placed him in command,
and directed him, if necessary, to fortify, but at all events, to maintain

his ground, should the Oregon t roops be dishanded before another force
could take the field.

The Xez P erccs auxiliaries were disbanded, end returned home.
Thus we had reached 11 place of safety unaided, excepting by the

fortunate movements of the Oregon troops. Xot a single man had been
pushed forward to meet us. Although it was well known we should cross:
the mountains about a certain time, and arrive ct W alla \-Valla about the
time we did. 'Vhy was this ? Arrangements had been made with lIaj.
Raines hy Acting Governor Mason, to push forward a force under Col.
Shaw to meet me at Spokane about the time of my arrival there. A
company had been enlisted, organized, and marched to F ort V ancouver

to obtain equipments, rations and transportation, which 1\Injor Rains had
promised both Gov. )[",on and Col. Shaw should be promptly furni shed
them. Some little delay ensued, and in the meantime, :Major Gen. W ool
arrived, who immed iately declined equipping the company, as promised
hy )Iajor Raines, a nd stated that he could not, in any manner, recognize
volunteers, or furnisb them equipments or transportation, nnd declining
to Fupply their place with regular t roops, of whom, at Van couver alone,
were some 350 men.

When remonstrated with by Cnpt. Wm. )[eKay, in comma nd of the
tompany to push forward to my assistance, when informed of the object
for which the company was enlisted, and that, if it was not pushed for
ward at once, or if some other force was not sent , Gov. Stevens and his
party would be in the most imminent danger, tbe General replied thnt, in
his opinion, the danger was greatly exaggerated : that probably Governor
Stevens would be able to protect himsclf, but if he could not, then Gov.
Stevens could obtain an escort from Ge11. Hnrney.

What a reply was th.t? A moiety of the Indians now in arms had
U



defeated a detachment of 100 U. S. regulars. )fajor Raines had placed
on record his opinion that an insufficient force would be defeated by these
I udlcns, and my party was supposed to number no more than 25 men.
y ct ~lnjor General V\,001 very coolly says "Got', Stevens r-an take care
of himself," So, too, in t he remark that l eonId obtain aid from General
Horney. Did Gen. Wool know that the distance from Fort Benton to
the supposed position of Gen. Ilaruey, was greater than the distance from
F ort Benton to the Dalles, and that, to obtn iu aid from him, would rc

quire not less than six montbs? A nd t hat an express, to rea ch him, must
pass th rough the entire breadth of th e Sioux country? Such ignorance
shows great incapacity, and is inexcusable.

)Ir. Secrctary:-Major General ',,"001, commanding the P acific Di
vision, neglected and refused t o fOCIiUa force t o the relief of myself and
party, when known to be in imminent danger, mill believed by those who
were best capable of judging, to be coming on to certain death, ond this
when he had at his conunaud an efficient force of regu lar troops. lIe
refused to sanct ion the agreement made between GOL )lam ll and l\fajoL'
Raines for troops to he sent to my assistance, and ordered them to be
disbanded. It was reserved for th e Oregon troops to rescue us,

The only demonstmt iou made h}' l\lajt.il" n..nines, resulted in showing
U s utter incapacity t o couuunud ill the fi eld. A~ lias heretofore been
sald, his expedition against the Yakbnns effected nothing hut driving the
ludians into the very COUlltry through which I must pass to reach the

set t lements.

I therefore prefer charges against GCIl. 'Vool. I nccuse him of utter
und slcunl incapacity, of criniinnl ucgtcct of my safe ty. I ask for au iu
vcstigntion into the matter, cud for his removal from commaud.

A ftl'r making my arrangements in the "1nlla 'Valla valley, I pushed
to Vancouver, corning down the trail, the river being still closed, con
rt.' rrcd with Maj or Raines, and then bestcued to Olympia as rapidly as
po~ <.; ih le, reaching Illy home 0 11 the Iu th J anuary. The L egislature were
still ill session, the greatest ala rm prevailed throug hout the Sound, The

people were lir lng in block houses. '111e eut lUY had gnlnol the ad
vantage, and the regul ars a nd volunteers had retired before them. Rein
forrcments were ('oming from the other side of t he mount ains to the bo-.
tile I udinns. I n obcdlcnee to In)" own convlcfions of duty, and in res
1'0 " 60 to the sentiments of this entire community, 1 iSH1Ctl my proclnma
t ion, t:alling- for slx companies of volunteers for the defense of the Sound
·- >J p!'oill tct.l l'lll'olling officers for the raising of three r-ompe uics on the

( 'olul1Ihi.l river, to ope rate cast of the Cuscudcs, ami, after remaining' ill
'ny ofllce hut tcu days, went down the Souud to li s-it the Irieudly I udlaus,
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confer with the inhabi tants, and make the necessary arrangements for the
troop' to t ake the field.

Since my arrival on the Sound, Seattle has been ettnckcd, and every
thing outside of its line of defences burned, except a smell place named
Alki, on the same bay with Seattle. T he whole county of King has 1)CC'n
devastated. Rumors of 0.11 the places being attacked, hare reached us
daily. The Northern Indians have commenced making depredations.
They are meditating to send 16 war canoes against us. These canoes carry
75 men each, and can be urged with g reat velocity through stormy seas.
To meet which danger, I have requested Capt . Gansevoort, now COIlI

mnndtng the naval forces of the Sound, to keep the steamer II Acti...e "
cruising between P or t Townsend, Bellingham Bay and Seattle, and I hare
advised Gov. Douglass, of Vcncour er's I sland, of the fact, nnJ req ues ted
him to keep one of the H udson's Bay Steamers cruising in the waters of
his [nrisdlction, am] to keep me advised of the moremeut s of the Indians
alleged to be hostile.

I have also raised a force of friendly Indians to operate agai nst the
hostiles. They are already ill the field: arc suppor ted hy the nruilahlo
strength of the Northern bnt tallou of the W ashington territory volun .
tcers, and have st ruck t wo decisire blows. The Central battalion have
moved from this quarter, and arc now establishing a depot at Moutgorn
ery's : will on Friday or Saturday more on the Puyallup, and will be re
inforced by friendly I ndians.

The most cordial relations exist between myself and Lt. Col. CUfiCY,
commanding the P Uh'"Ct Sound district, who appreciates fully the immin
cnco of our danger, anti who urges me to push into the flel d all the \'"01
unteers in my power. ' Vo shall act in concert throughout

Since my arrival at the Sound, I have re-visited the Columbia river,
and conferred with CoL ' Vright, 9th I nfantry, in command of the Co
lumbia river district. By letter, I have urged both Col. W right and M,,·
lor Haines, previously in command of the district, to dispatch t roops to
the interior. ThO)· are not permitted to do so by t ho stringent orders of
Gen. Wool, and knowing the necessity of prompt action, [ have bad no
alternative out to callout volunteers.

III Col. Wright I have ent ire confidence, and if he were allowed to
cet according to his own j udgment, there would he nothing to apprehend.
Uut i t seems to he the det ermination of Gen. Wool to play the .pa rt of

the dog in tho mengcr-c-neitbcr to act himself nor to let others act.
As commander-in-chief of the militia of W a,.:;.hingrou, and in view of

:ny oath of office, I have taken the respouslbllity to act ; every energy
'ill he devoted to the work. 'The Indians now hostile on this side of the
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mountains will soon, I t rust, be struck, and peace restored to our dis
tracted land.

For ury full views in reference to operations cast of the Cascades, I
enclose a copy of u memoir which I have addressed to Gen. ",Vool, with
extracts of a letter to Col. Wright, modifying my views ill cer tain par·
ticulars, in consequence of the lateness of the season, and the condition of
affairs on the Sound,

I also ' end a copy of my message t o the legislature, and of the mes
sage of Gov. Mason, when that legislature first assembled.

Gov. Mason will soon be in "rashington, from whom you will be ubk
to gain every information which this office could furnish.

I have the honor to remain,
Vcr y respectfully, your obedient servant,

(Signed, ) ISAAC 1. S'I.'E V E:Ii'S,
Gov. and Sup. Ind. Affairs.

[No. 6.J

EXEC'CTI\"E O FFlCf" T En. WASm~GToN.

Olympia, March 9, 1856.

H on. J EFi'ERSON D AVISJ Secretary of W ar,

}

W ashington, D. C. :

Sm :-Referring to my previous communication, setting forth the ne
cessity of calling out volunteers to protect our settlements, and co-ope
rate with the regular troops in waging war upon the hostile I ndiuns, I
have the honor to submit for the information of the depar tment, the pr('.,.
ent condition of the volunteer service.

The general plan of opcrct iou and the staff arrangements made 1.0
gin ellicicncy to the service, will be shown in General Orders 1\0. 4, here
with enclosed.

It will thus nppear that three battalions arc to operate ugainst t1J ~

enemy.
111e Xor the ru battalion is now rcndczvonslug at the falls of the

Snoqualmie, will number about ninety men, will he supported by P at Kn
nim and his Land of nearly one hundred friendly Indians. This battalion
is ordered to establish block houses on the prairie above the falls of the
Snoqualmie, and OIl Cedar creek ; wili he supplied with sixty days' provis-
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Ions, and will prevent the Indians either crossing the mountains by the
two passes of the Snoqualmie, or goiug down the Snohomish to tamper
with the friendly Indians on the reservations,

'The Central bat talion, under ~Injor Gilmore H ays, is now estab
lishcd at Connell's prairie, on the 8Out1 side of " ' bite river. A block
house and a corral have been built, nnd Ole communication with the same
is secured by a ferry' end block bouse Oil the Puyallup. and by block
houses at Montgomery's and 0 11 the Yelm prairie. Ther have one hun
dred days' supplies of provislons, taken ill hy ox teams, which bnve since
been withdrawn, and will immediately establish block houses at the cross-

I ing of 'Yhitc river, to communicate wi th the regular forces under the,
: command of Lt. Col. Ca..."C)", on the )Incklc~hoot prairie, and at Porter's,

higher up on ,\Yhite r iver, The cordial relations between the regulars
and volunteers referred to in my last communication, still continue. I
bare every assurance that the volunteers will do tLeir duty.

The department will observe that one of the compa nies is a company
of Pioneers. They are experienced axemen, and hare rendered the most
efficient service in opening roads and building blockhouses. The war will
be cmpbntically a war of block houses.

In the movement of the regular t roops upon the Muckleshoot, a de
({..ire battle was fought with the Indians, in which the latter were slg
nally defeated. 'Ibeir establishment at Porter's has since been broken up,
and they have been driven towards Green river. If they continue their
retreat further, they will be met by the volunteers and friendly Indians of
the Northern battalion.

The Southern battalion is still organizing, hut their movement to tho
interior will be delayed for a short time, in consequence of my fi nding
myself ebliged to order over one company to the defence of the SOULllI.
.t\.. hand of hostiles, under the notorious Quiemuth, had, unknown to us,
cstublished themselves in the Nisquclly bottom, within twelve miles of this
place, and the garrison at Steilacoom. "'.,.e became aware of their presence
one week since, the)' haying on that day killed ouc of our citizens. Oue of
the teamsters bnd been for some days missing. and that he also hall been
killed, was useertulned the rome day, The whole force of the Central
ba ttalion except 15, was then in the Indian country on White river, Im
mediately an express was dispatched to the Columbia. river, ordering
Capt. Maxon's mounted company to the Sound, and to-night his company
rlll be at J ackson's, ninety miles on the road. The rnpidit.r of the mOH>"

ment is the best evidence of tho necessi ty of action, and the disposition
of the troops to obey orders. In the meantime, I have raised the force
of 15 men to sixty, and in addition, hnve sent twenty-nine friendly Indi
ans into the fleld. These Iudiau..s arc led by experienced white uicu.
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Tho hostiles haro, within ten <lays, driven off mnch stock, and haY<
alarmed our entire settlement We hope soon to route them. It is nee
essary to have considerable guard to all our teams. The mail from the
Columbia came in on Friday with an escort of 4 men.

The danger is not so much from the harm which this band may, of
its own strength do, as it numbers not over 40 warriors, but from the fa
cility with which they may communicate with the fricndly Indians on the
reservat ions, and stir them up to hostility.

Seattle is held by a company of rolnntcers, consisting of 40 odd
men, commanded hy the Chief J ustice of the territory, Lieut. Col. Lan
der,

Lono Tree P oint, which commends a trail from the camp of the hos
tiles to the Sound, whence they may communicate wi th the reservations, is
nlso held hy a volunteer force of ten men. They have built a suitable
block house.

Onr people arc not dismnyed. Where"r 4 families ere, they will
build a block house, bold it against the Indians, find endeavor to get in
their erops. Over one-half of the able bodied men on the Sound are
bearing arms. Our people bave patriotically placed at the diSJJOSUl of•
the authorities all their available means. ' Ve need aid from general go-
vernment-c-ample appropriations to defray the expenses of the war.

I have refused to receive into service a single man for local defence.
All are enlisted for six months, subject to the orders of the Executive.
In this wnr , nn effectual stop has been put to any attempt to enroll troop'
for nominal service, with n view of extorting pay am) rations from the
government,

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
(Signed,) I SAAC 1. STEVEKS,

Gov. Wash. Ter.

EXECUTIVE O FrrCF., 'rER. WA<l.JJJKnTON',
Olympia, Mnrch 21st., 185(;. }

lIon. •Jr. FFERSOX D An s, Secretary of 'Vnr,
Wnshington City :-

SIR :-111 my two report...; of F ebruary 19th, and March 9th, I b it!
hefore the department the circumstances of wy return from the Blackfoot
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L"Olmtry : the condition of the territory, and the measures taken by me
to call out volunteers , and to apply them to the prosecution of the war.
I now propose to lay before the department a full view of the whole mat
ter, and to indicate the measures which, in my judgment, arc still neccs
sary to protect these distant settlements, and to inflict that sunuucry
ehastisement upon the Indians, demanded both by their unprovoked atro
cities, aud the permanent peace of the couutry.

I have caused two maps to he prepared-i-oue of the country west of
the Cascades, showing the points now occupied by that portion of the
friendly I ndians Who, for (he nionths, have been under the charge of local
ll~'uts-the lines occupied by the regular t roops now in the field, uuder
the command of L t. CoL Casey ; the point occupied by the unrul forces ;
the lines occupied Ly tile volunteer forces now in t he fieM ; the block
houses occupied by our citizens ; the lines of supplies; the depots for
their protection j th e country occupied by the hostiles j t he lines over
which reinforcements can come to them from cast of the Cascades, and
uno of the country east of the Cascades, showing the tribes, the lines of
communication, and the points at tile latest advices occupied by the hostiles.
'The number of souls and warriors "ill be shown 0 11 this map.

The settlements nrc now SO secured by blockhouses, that the citiuul'i
will hold them even should CH I')" Indlnu on the Sound become hostile,
uud be reinforced I))" large bands from the north.

'The whole country on the eastern shore of the Sound, from the Skoo
kuru Chuck to the Snohomish, is it W ill' ground. No friendly I ndian is
allowed t here unless he hns a puss from au authorized agent, stating his
special business, or he he couuccted with the military or naval service.
Two parties of Indian auxiliaries are now ill the field, besides which, quite
a number of I ndians are employed as guides, and in canoe service.

I will give n condensed view of the present condition of the military
vperations ou the Sound.

1. l 'he regular troops uow oceup)' the Muckleshoot prairie as their
centra l position. Tbc llue of commuulcatlou to Steilacoom is secured L,)'

a block house and ferry at the crossing of the Puyullup. A company IUU5

been scut to Seattle to move up the Dawauiish and open a communication
with the cent ral position. A blockhouse will be established at t he mouth
of Cedar creek, aud probably at J ohn Th omas'. The f0 !'CC under Lt.
Col. Casey has I l (,(,11 n ry active, awl this gallant (JUicer has made the
most favorable impression upon our people.

2. T he naval forces occupy Scattie. This place is also held by H

rompany or voluntee rs, W)lO, for seine rlnys, hal e been WIder orders tu
occupy the line of the Dcwmuish, and ,\ hu, ill that duty, will t~olK'rah:

with the couipany scut there hy L t. Col. Casey.
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3. The Northern battalion have their head quarters at P ert Til ton,
near the fulls of the Snoqualmie. 'Ibey number ubout 90 white men. end
about t he same cumber of friendly Indians under r at K anim. They will
establish block houses at the prairie above the falls, and on Cedar creek,
anrl will extend their scouts to the Muckleshoot and Dewamish.

4. To circumscribe the field occupied hy t he enemy, 1 hare suggcs
ted to Capt. Swartwout, in command of the uaval forces, a joint opera
tion upon the lake back or Seattle. A block house to be bnilt on the
luke at the nearest point to Seattle, u good road opened with Seat tle,
and boats from the na,,")' with one hundred men to be placed on the lakes.
Capt. Swartwout, does not, however, by his instructions, fee l authorized
either to co-operate with the military authorities of the territory, or tv
take part in any operation carrying his force awns from t he immediate
shores of the Sound. I enclose a COP}' of my lett er to Capt. Swartwout.
aud his reply thereto.

5. The Central battalion have their head quarters at Connell's
prairie, and at P orter's. Their communication with t he rear is secured
by a block house and fen; at the crossing of tho Puyallup, and block
houses at Montgomery's, at the Ycl m prairie. at Xutban Eaton's, and at
Lowe's. The battalion uumbcra in the field, incladiug the garrison of
Yclm and Montgomery, and the crossing of the P uyallup, about 150
men.

G. Our supplies nrc drawn mainly from the country between thl,
point and the Cowlitz Landing. The route is well secured by block
houses.

'i. L..one Tree P oint is also held by a volunteer force of ten men.
It guards several important t rails.

8. Bellingham Bay has its block house, defended by 15 men of
Capt. P eabody's company.

9. T he Southern batta lion, on Its arrival on the Sound, will be for the
most part dismounted, and sent to re-inforce the Central battaliou. T he
two battalions will then operate up 'White river towards the Nachess
pass, co-operuting with L L Col. Casey.

T he map of the country east of the Cascades will show the large
number of Indians already hostile, or who may be incited to hostility
the ease with which they may communicate with each other- the great
number of excellent trails-the large extent of country embraced in tln
theatre of operations, and t he facility with which reinforcements can be
sent over the Cascades.

Hence the importance of the most vigorous and decisive blows, to
ge t possession of the whole country cast of the Sound, HOW infes ted with
the savages, and to hold in our hands the routes over the Cascades, be-
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fore they become practicable in May, and hence the necessity of the most
rigorous measures east of the Cascades, in order that the Indians mar be
simultaneously struck in the Yakima country.

It is probable that the hostile Indians ratber exceed the minimum
estimate of two hundred men, as st at ed in my letter to Gen. \V001, a copy
of which bas been sent to the department, but I do not think they will be
found to exceed three hundred men.

Their head quarters have been on the Muckleshoot prairie, now oc
cupied by Lt. Col. Casey, and now they bare moved up either White or
Green river. But there arc bands also on the lake back of Seattle, and
probably up Cedar creek.

The map will show that even the hostiles are only within a four
hour's distance of every reservation. There are many trails known only
to the Indians, and it will not be possible in any contingency, entirely to
prevent communication.

From the hostile camps, marauding parties can steal out, and turn
iug the heads of the Puyallup and Nesqually, they CUll, ill from 6 to 12
hours, strike any settlement from Steilacoom to the Cowlitz L anding.
More than this, there are places where they can, on this line of settle
ments, establish themselves, and for many days defy our effor ts to drive
them out .

•
Consider the face of the country, prairies and heavy timber, and

many streams, almost impenetrable brushwood 011 the banks, and heavy
drift along the shore. There is not a road or trail of twenty miles in
the whole Sound country which does not afford 0110 or more excellent am
buscades.

Between this place and Cowlitz Landing are two Indian reservations.
the Chehalis and Cowlitz. The former call easily be incit ed to hostility,
and number a little more than 100 warriors: we know some three or
four men who are endeavoring to stir up the tribe to war. !Iy plan bas
been to get up a small auxiliary force of some 15 of the best of the
tribe, who make scouts every few days to the head of the Skookum
Chuck. It has been found to work well. The difficulty is, that if the
teen of the tribe, believed to be in alliance with L eschi, were summarily
disposed of, the tribe would break out . 'Ve han no positive evidence,
except the impression of their commander, Capt. F ord, who is of opinion
that in his late trip, two of the men tried to kill him. He has great dar
ing and presence of mind, and be believes that he can prevent an out
hreak.

So of the reservation opposite Olympia. Lieut. Gosnell has made
one scout in the Nesqually bottom of ten days, with 14 Indians. Yes
terday morning he started out on a scout of three days with thirty Indi

10
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nus. The effee t of the fi rst scout WIlS saluta ry. Such I doubt not will
be the effec t of the second, yet in the first scout L ieut . Gosnell went with
his life in his hands. Some of his Indians were more than suspected, and
be went with them alone.

The most melancholy feature of the war is, that the Indians who
have taken the lead in murdering our men, our women and our children,
were those who had received the most favors from the whites, and were
held by them in the most consideration. Many cases have occurred erf
Indians killing their friends and benefactors. Are you surprised that a
general distrust of all Indians pervades the public mind? TLercforc, con
sider the task which has been imposed upon the territorial authorities to
see to it that the Indians not t ak ing part with the hostiles are treated Il8

friends,
In short, this whole country is n. frontier, within a few hours of the

ca mp of the hostile Indians, and with four thousand friendly I sdlans in
our midst of whose faith we cannot be certain,

•
Our safety lies in two things. I st, To carry the war against the

hostiles with the whole force of the t erritory, a nd t o bring them to un
conditional submission. And. 2nd. 1'0 give no cause of offense to the
friendly I ndians, even in the case of persons more than suspected.

Yon have served in an Indian country, and know something of In
dian modes of thinking , and con appreciate that when, in a eontest like
this, troops have once entered the field, they must not be withdrawn till
they have accomplished the object for which they were sent ints t he field.
There must he no change of plans. W e mast push forward and do the
work we have undertaken, else the Indian will say he has driven us from
the field, and thereby get large accessions from the tribes who would oth
erwise continne friendly.

Gen. Wool has recently visited the Sound, and, with a full knowl
edge of the course taken by me in calling out the volunteers of the ter
ritory, of the cordial spirit of co-operation between L t. Col. Casey and
myself, and of the fact t hat the volunteers were actually in lhe fiek! en
gaging the enemy, has ignored, officiall)', the necessity of this; but has
practically admitted it in directing Col. Casey to make 8 requisition upon
me for two companies of volunteers. This requisition I have refused for
reasons which will be found in my letter to Col. Casey and ~[ajor Gea
W ool herewith enclosed .

Those reasons, it seems to me, are conclusive, and they show the ne
cessity of removing from the command of the Department of the Pncifir,
a man who has, by hit! acts, SO far as this territory is concerned, shown an
utter incapacity.

I will most respectfully ca11 your attention to my letter to General
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Wool, and to his letter, to which mine was au answer, and I simply ask
that justice may be done us.

So long as I am the Governor of Washington, and till I receive in
structlons from my superior, J shall press: on in the path indicated in that
letter to Gen. Wool.

I beg leave respectfully to re-capitulate briefly the points of differ
ence :-

1. Gen. Wool states that the movement of the Oregon volunteers
was entirely unnecessary, and precipitated the Walla 'Valla and other
tribes into hostility.

I assert that this movement probably saved my party from destruc
tion/ and that the Indians then hostile had beenso even before the Oregon
rolunteers moved against them.

2. Gen. Wool states that Gov. Curry had no right to move his
troops into the territory of Washington.

I assert and have shown that the Oregon volunteers fought the In
dians mainly of Oregon, and that near the confines of the two territories.

3. Gen. Wool states if the Oregon volunteers arc withdrawn, he
will have no trouble in managing affairs, and keeping the Nez Pcrces
friendly.

I state officially to Gen. Wool, and to the Department, that the Nez
Perccs are in my hands, and that, without an armed man, I will undertake
to keep the Nez P erces friendly, if Gen. Wool docs not interfere with roc
in the management of those Indians. But I also state that Gen. Wool,
in nddition to his regular force, will require the best efforts of the Oregon
rclunteers to strike sudt blows this spring and Sll,mmer, as will proted
tlle settlements. He can do nothing more. H e must wait till next winter
to strike blows to end the war east of the Cascades. I refer to my me-

•
mOlt.

Tbe department will thus see that I consider the war east of the
Cascades of great magnitnde, and that it would have been vastly greater
were it not for the concurrence of two things. 1st. The movement of
the Oregon volunteers to the Walla Walla valley, and, 2d. My return
IYy the direa route, and not by ,eay of N ew York.

It is simply an exigency to be met, and met by all the authorities, in
the spirit of cordial co-operation, looking to the public good alone, with
out any reference to personal considerations,

I have, therefore, suggested to Gen. Wool the necessity of recogni
zing the services of the Oregon volunteers. But I expect nothing from
him, and I shall, therefore, take my Own course, with the determination
'hat, if disasters occur, not a tittle of the responsihility sball he attached
~I.l me.
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'l'he war here must be ended us I'llpidly as possible, and nil tile dis
posable force kept in the field till the enemy's country is occupied, end his
force scattered.

All our horsemen must then be ready to cross the Cascades, to more
against the hostiles, who ma.y then, with greatly superior numbers, be en
countering the troops.

I have, th erefore, orde red nil the troops from the Columbia valley to
the Sonnd, and have directed a train of 100 pack animals and 40 wagons
to be ready to cross the Nachess the lust of May.

I have ordered that supplies and transportation be engaged to place
in depot at Walla Walla 75 days' provision for 250 men.

The Oregon volunteers have crossed Snake river, and have already
probably struck the enemy. Should th ey succeed in striking", on their
return, the enemy in the Yakima country, and should the movement he
followed up by the regular troops, I trust that my operntions will be COl>

fined to the country Oil the Sound.

Should, however, notbiug decisive be done in the Y uklma country till
the passes nre open, our situation here will he critical, and the defense of
the Sound, as regards the Indians ea.... t of the Cascades, may be best ac
complished by wag:ng war agulust them ill their own country. I have
looked to this exigency from the beginning. H ence volunteers were
raised for six months.

Hence supplies and transportation for the same period.
But we will be prepared for the worst, and hope for the best.
The following papers accompany this report:

1. Copy of Gen. w ool's reply of Feb. 12, 1856, to my memoir to him
of the 2Hd Dcc., and 29th J anuary. This memoir has already
been transmitted to the " .,.ar Department.

2. Copy of my answer t o this reply, da ted )Iareh.
3. Copy of my letter to Gen. W ool ou his arrival at Steilacoou, intro

ducing" A dg't Gen. T ilton , and expressing my desire to co-operate
with the regular service.

4. Copy of L t. Col. Casey's letter, calling" ou me for t wo companies
of volunteers.

5. Copy of my answer to t he same, drcliuing to call out the compa-
•DIes.

6. Copy of my letter to Capt. Swartwout, commanding naval forces
of the Sound, proposing a combined movement of the military and Dsn l
forces,

7. Copy of Capt. S wartwout's letter declining" to co-operate,

I havc thus endeavored to lay before the department the condition
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of affairs, and the measure's of preparation and precaution taken by we
to protect our suffering people, and I have the honor, sir, to be,

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
(Signed,) ISAAC 1. STEVENS,

Gov. Wash. Ter.

[Xo. 8.]
EXECt:TI\'E O FFIe.:, TER. WASH.,

O LY1U:'U., May 23d, 1856. }
HON, .JEFFERSON DAns,

Secretary of War, W ashington City, D. C.

SIR :-Although the exact phase which the Indian war will assume
the present summer is not yet fully developed, enough is known to point
out clearly the preparations which should be made to meet probable con
tingencies.

I propose, therefore, in this communication to set forth the present
condition of the war, and the measures of preparation and precaution te
sen by me M the Executive of the territory, and the corumander-in-cbief
of the volunteer force.

1. The war in the Territory of W ashington, west of the Cascades.

The war bas been prosecuted with exceeding vigor, energy and suc
cess. The I ndians have been defeated in two battles, one by the regulars
at the crossing of White river, the other by the volunteers in Connell's
Prairie. The Indians have been repeatedly struck since by the regulars,
by the volunteers, and by the Indian auxiliaries. The country has been
thoroughly and repeatedly scouted in every direction, and is now fi rmly
held by block houses and roads. Two hundred Indians have been got in
back of Seattle by the volunteers, and those believed to have been err
gaged in the war, are now being tried by a military commission ordered
by me at Seattle.

On the Puyallup and Nesqually, the Indians have been got in to the
number of nearly three hundred. Some have been tried by a commission
ordered by L t. Col Casey, others by a commission held under my orders.

The principle adopted in all these commissions is to try and puuisb
summarily those accused and proved to be instigators of the war, and
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parties to murders. The remainder ore sent to the reservations in charge
of local agents.

The main body nf the hostiles h..e been driven across the mountains,
mill under the lead of Lesehi, are in the camp of the confederated hostile
lOr"" on the Nachess Pass.

Their spies nrc on this side-are constantly communicating Informa
t ion to them. and the plan of the hostiles is to send parties through differ
cut passes to lay waste and burn the settlements,

Thi, suggests the plan to be pursued to meet the emergency-e.
1. To move over the Nachess with two hundred horsemen, to strike

the enemy in conjunction with the regular troops, to closely pursue and
drive him across the Colnmbia. Thus the war will be transferred from
the settlements to the interior.

2. Bnt as small parties may defy the ntmost exertions and vigilance
of a vastly superior force, and cross the mountains to the settlements,
troops should be in positiou to watch tbe passes, and at suitable points in
r eserve to protect a point unexpectedly attacked.

A volnnteer force of one hundred strong is in the neighborhood of
the falls of the Snoqualmie, at the depot of Fort Tilton. below the falls,
at 8 post on a large prairie noon the falls, and at an advance post on
Cedar Creek. Their orders are to watch the pusses, to send scouts over
across the mountains, to maintain their position in case of attack by a.
superior force, and scud back for reinforcements.

This flank is a very important one, and must be maintained at all
hazards, because it gives direct access to the great body of friendly Indi
ans on the reservation, end if broken, considerable accessions might ac
crue to the hostiles.

The regular force, in conjunction with 0. small volunteer company
raised at Seattle, is now occupying the country on White and Green riv
era, the lower portion of Cedar creek, and the country about Black river
WId the Dewamish Lakc. They also ",:cupy the lower crossing of the
Pnyallnp, and the country about Steilacoom.

The volunteer force occupies the country with posts thence to Van
conver. The report and map already forwarded will explain where poets
have been established.

Since the report hns been transmitted. a post has heen cstahlillhed on
SoethPreine, a large block house built on the Tenalquot Plains. a short
line of communication opened from the Yelm to Grand Mound, and 8

wagon road nearly pushed through from the Cowlitz Landing to lIlonti
cello. Two ferries have been established on the Cowlitz.

A company of nearly ninety men bas been raised on the Cowlitz. It i,
divided into an act ive aud reserved list. The former, consisting of about
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Corty men, is constantly engaged on scouting doty op the Cowlitz rirer ,
and towards L ewis river pass. A small company of Indian auxiliaries
will be employed with them. The reserved list meet once a week for in
spection. But except for the day of inspection, they are not provided
with rations, nor will payment for services be recommended by me.

lt is here proper to state the utmost cordiality pervades between the
regular and volunteer forces. They have scouted tog-ether, and' have
practically held the whole field in co-operation, and brought about the
present condition of things. All this has been essentially done in the
rainy eeasou, The toils, hardships, and marches, and the blows struck
by all the troops in heavy rains and inclement weather, is worthy of spe
cial commendation.

But the passes are now open, leaves are on the trees, food is abundant
for the Indians. I consider this the critical period of the war west of
the Cascades, Let us look, therefore, to

2d. The war east of the Cascades.

It is not to be disguised that the tribes east of the mountains thus
far consider themselves the victors. When Col. Wright commenced his
march into the Yakima count ry earl y this month, they practically held
the whole country Cor which they had been fighting. Not a white man
now is to be found from the Dalles to the Walla W aUa; not a house
stands, and Col. Wright, at the last adviees, was in the Nnchess in pres,
enee of twelve to fifteen hundred warriors, determined to fight. All the
confederated bands nrc there.

Col. Wright met the hostiles on the 8th May-made au Ineffectual
attempt to treat with them till the 14th. Ou the eveuiug of the eleventh ,
he despatched an express to the Dalles for re-icforcements, and on the 13th
or 14th, three companies went to his assistance, and probably reached
him on the 16th or 17th inst, IIis force then would number some 250
effectual men.

If the Indians are so emboldeued by their success as to believethey
can overcome Col. Wright in a hard fight, it will be fortunate, as the reg
ular force will strike a severe blow, and may drive them across the Co
lumbia.

It seems to me probable that they will simply attempt to harrass and
annoy him, will steal his animals, will draw him further north into their
country, will send parties to the rear to compel him to make detachments,
will gain time, so that his provisions may be consumed, and reduce his
operat ions mainly to occupying a post or two and supplying them.

Two hundred horsemen on the Nachess, well supplied and mounted
under a vigorous officer, at this juncture, will, with the operation of the
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regular troops, drive him across the Columbia. This force I am now or
ganizing at camp Montgomery. It will be read)' in ten days.

In t his view, the 'Vella Walla. country must be held; communication
be established with the Nez Perce auxiliaries, and the enemy restricted to
the country north of the Snake, and ou tile immediate hanks of the Co
lumbia, north of the Snake.

I am organizing a force of two hundred men to occupy the 'Valla
W alla. Oue hundred men are already at the Dalles. They will move
with one hundred days' prorlsions, and some to spare for the Nez Perees
auxiliaries, and the troops which may be concentrated there from the Ya
kima country.

'I'he Y akima and W alla Walla conntry firmly held, the passes well
watched over the Cascades-the main f OTL'e of the enemy on the Snake
and Upper Columbia-we may then he able to dishand the bulk of the
remaining volunteers 0 11 the Sound.

This most favorable view of the progress of the war, which cannot
be developed in a shorter period than four to six weeks, will practically
keep in service all the volunteers for their six months' term of service, and
may render it necessary t o extend the term on the part of those occupy
ing the W alla Walla.

I cannot too strongly urge the policy of accumulating supplies in the
Yakima country and in the W alla Walla, in readiness to wage a winter

•campaign.
On the first of November, there should be six months' supplies for all

the troops in both the Yakima and W alla W alla country, There should
be ample snpplies of forage. 'Ibere should be a post and fcrry at or
ncar the sight of old F ort Walla Walla, and at or near the month of the
Palouse.

With proper preparations, a winter campaign can be waged, and the
war ended. I have personal knowledge of the winter features of the
country.

To diminish transportation, make usc of ox teams: send forward
salt: return the wagons wi th two yokes instead of three: use fresh and
dried beef as much as possible, and reduce the rations of flour to one-half
pound a day.

Troops would be perfectly healthy with one-third of a ponnd of flour
per man each day, using fresh or dried beef.

Thus, to transfer the war from the settlements on the Sound and the
Columbia river to the interior, to strike such blows as opportunit ies may
offer, and to be in readiness to prepare for a vigorous winter campaign,
1 shall, in ten days be ready to move over the Nachess with two hundred
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borsemen and 150 pack animals, and to the Walla 'Valla with two bund
red horsemen anti 100 days' provisions.

For the lower Columbia, a company has been organized in Clarke
county. Several block houses have been built. .A. portion are constantly
krpt scouting. The remainder will form a reserved list without pay or
rations.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your alit servant ,
(Signed,) ISAAC I. STE,E:\'S,

Gov. Ter. ,,'asb.

[Xo. 9.]
E XEC'CTI\"E On"ICE, T ER. wASH., }

Olympia, ~lay 23, 1856.

B ox. J EJo' }"KR:SOX DAn s,

Secreta ry of W ar, W ashington City.

SIR :- Rcfrrrin;:; to 1Il}' communication of this date, set ting forth
the present condition of the Indian war, and the measures of precaution

taken by me to meet probable contingencies, I propose in this letter to
submit au estimate of the probable expenses of the volunteer service of
the territory of W nshington to the first day of September next.

T here hare been two distinct organizations, one of three months at
the commencement of t he war, the second of six mouths at the expiration
of the former.

The six months tenus commenced late in J anuary, and the orguniza
tion was not complete till early in April. L atterly, t o recruit ce r ta in
compunies, three months men have been raised.

I t is hoped there will be no necessity of raising addi tional troops, ex
cept to supply the places vacated h}' expi ration of terms of service. P ro
rbion in t he estimate is t herefore made only for keeping up the present
organiza tion to the 30th September. .A. fortunate turn in the war may
make it safe to very much diminish the force at an early period. But it
will not , in my judgment, be safe to estimate upon any such contingency-

T he estimated list of the volunteer service will be as follows :

1st Organization,

2d Organization.

Stoff, non-commissioned stuff, expressmen, gnides, k e.
J am, sir, very respectfully, yours most obedient,

(Signt:d,) ISAAC I. STEYEKS,
GOY. W ash. Ter.

11
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[No. 10.J

EXE CUTIVE O:rnCE, TF.R. WASH" }

Olympia, June 8, 1856.

H ON. JEFFERSON DAYIS,

Secretary of War, Washington City.

Sm :-In my last communication, I gave, at length, my views and
enggestions in regard to the Indian war in this territory, and presented the
measures of precaution which the present condition of affairs demanded.

The two expeditions referred to, one over the Cascades into the Yak
ima country, the other from the Dalles to the W alla W alla, are nearly
ready for the movements.

Both expeditions I deem of vital consequence, in view of the present
condition of things in the interior.

All the information which I have received, goes to satisfy me that
unless the most vigorous action is at once taken, all the tribes from the
Cascades to the Bitter Root will be in the war, a portion of the Nez Per
ces alone excepted.

'I'he long delay of Col. Wright on the Xaehess, and his entertaining
propositions of peace before striking the enemy, in connection with the
withdrawal of the Oregon VOlunteers, has emboldened the Indians, and
has probably enabled them to effec t a general combination of the tribes.
But no overt ad has yet been eommiued,

The enclosed copy of a letter from Lieut. Col. Wm. Craig, special
agent of the Nez Pcrces, discloses the condition of things in the interior
It was written on the 27th May, and reached me on the evening of the
5th of J une, a distance hy land, of about 40a, and by water, of 150
miles, or 550 miles in all.

I shall to -morrow push to th e D alles, and nrge th e Walla Walla expe
dition forward with all possible dispatch. I trust it will be in season. The
troops all reached the Dalles on yeste rday, but it was supposed that a pot
tion of the animals which were t aken on the emigrant trail from the Wit.
lamelte to th e D alles, will be a day or two behind.

If the troops reach the Walla W alla before an over t act has been

committed, I am certain that the combination can be broken up, and that
the Nez Pcrces and the Indians on and in the neighborhood of the Spc
kanes will remain friendly.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient,
(Sig ned,) I SAAC 1. STE VE NS,

Go,'. W ash. Ter.
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[No. 11.)
E XECL"TI\"E O Fn CE, T F.R. W ASH.,

Olympia, July 7, 1856. }
n on. J .:FFERSO?\ DAn s,

Secretary of W ar, W ashington, D. C. :

SIR :- The two columns moving from the Sound over the Naehess
Pass, and from the Dalles up the Columbia, are probaLly now assembled
in the 'ValIn W alla valle)'. They nrc well mounted, nrc in a good condi
tion of discipline, and have one hundred days' supplies.

The force from the Sound, under the immediate command of Lieut.
Col. B. F. Shaw, moved from Camp Montgomery, on 'Vcdnesday and
Thursday, June 11th and 12th, find crossing the mountains with the loss
or only one animal. camped on the "renass on the 20th. A t that point
Lieut. Col. Shaw received orders from me to push to the 'falla Walla,
unite his force with that moviug from till' Dalles, and take command of
the whole.

The force from the Danes moved from the camp fix e miles beyond
the Des Chutes river, on " "etlllcsduy, J une 25th, and was. expected to
reach the W alla Walla 0" the -tth .Iuly.

E ach column numbers nearly two hundred men. The whole force
consists of 350 enlisted men, and about one hundred quartermaster and
Iudlnn employee s.

P rom the w alla W alla, Indian supplies will be pushed to tho Nez
Perces and Spoke nes, and an escort will accompany them, should the
simple presence of a force in the 'Valla 'Valla valley he not sufficient to
insure the safety of the t rain, protected, as it is expected it will be, by
Indian auxiliaries.

Letters hare been received from I ..leut, Col. Wm. Craig, agent of
the N('z Perccs, of the 2Uth May, und 8th June, spe aking more favorably
of the rnudi tlou of thin g':" in the interior.

K amlaken, at a council held with the Spokencs on the 25th )Iay,
wherein he urged that tr ibe to join the war, received a negative to his
proposition, The Spokanes, however , hurbortbe hostile Cayuses , which has
caused me to be somewhat apprehensive of the sincerity of their professions,

I was at the Dalles from Saturday , J unc Ldth, to ~londay. J une
30th, gettiug the expedition off nud collecting information in relation to
the Indians. A t that t ime the host ile bands were much scattered . Some
three hundred hostiles were at the head of J ohn Day's r iver j a large camp
of hostiles, supposed t o be the 'Valla W alla..., under the son of Pcu-pee
mcx-mox, were at Fort W aHa 'Valin. The Cayuses were on the Spo
kane. The Clickatats and Yakimns were on the Plschouse river, and
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probably small parties at Priest'. Rapids. The large camp reported by
Lt. Col. Craig, in his letter of May 27th, and composed of individuals of
several tribes including the Snakes, I have no information that they have
moved from the place where they were when Col. Craig wrote.

There were Snakes with the party at the head of John Day's river,
and the force was increasing.

It is proposed to strike the party at the head of J ohn OBis river,
by a force of about] 75 men, consisting of 100 volunteers of Oregon, nu

del' Major Layton, and 75 volunteers of Washington, under Gapt. Goff
The plan was to move from Well Springs ou the 30th of June, which

point is on the emigrant road, some 85 miles from the Dalles.
Lieut. Cnl. Shaw, in moving to Walla Walla, will strike the hostiles

wherever he finds them.
On occupying the Walla Walla valley, he is also directed to spsre

no exertions to reduce to unconditional submission any hostiles within
reach.

This decisive policy is believed hy me indispensable to secure the
permanent peace of the Indian country.

Very trnly and respectfully, your most obedient servant,
(Signed,) ISAAC 1. STEVENS,

Gov. Tel'. Wash.

[No. 12.]
EXECOlI\lE OFFICE, TF.R. WASH"

Olympia, July 24, 1856. }
Hon. JEFFERSON DAVIS,

Secretary of Waf, Washington, D. C. :
Sm :- 1 have the honor to report that tbe volunteer troops that have

been called into service on the Sound are now being' disbanded.
I propose simply for a limited period to keep on the line of Snoqual

mie a small company of about 50 or GO men, nnd at the head of the
Sound at the Ychn and Tenalquot Plains, some forty men.

It is possible that a small force, say some twenty men, Illay be re
quired at Bellingham Bay.

In consequence of the killing of a Northern Indian at Steilacoom,
some two weeks since', hy some soldiers from the garrison in a drunken
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frolic, the tribe are greatly exasperated, and have threatened to make re
prisals. In consequence, it small force of 15 men has been sent to whid
by's Island from the line of the Snoqualmie. The naval forces, h OWC"·Cf.

are attending vigilantly to the mutt er, and the two steamers, the Massa
chusetts and J ohn H ancock, are cruising diligently.

The trouble, it is hoped, will be soon allayed. Lieut. Col. Casey is
using every exertion to bring to justice the soldiers who committed the
offense.

The volunteer forces east of the mountains met on Mill creek, in the
Walla 'Valla valley, on the 8th inst. The Nez P erces are entirely
friendly, and it is believed the Spokancs will also contin ue friendly.

Truly and respectfully,
(Signed,) ISAAC 1. STEVENS,

Gov. Tcr. Wash.

[1\0. 13.]

V,"coeVER, W. T., Ang. 14, 1856.

Bon. JEFFERSON DAYIS,

Secretary of War, Washinglon City, D. C.:

SIR :-In my last communication relating to the Indian war in this
territory, I dwelt upon the proposed Walla 'Valla expedition as ebso
lately indispensable to preserve the pence of the India n tribes of the in
terior, and I expressed the opinion that the indecision end proerasttnatlng
course pursuing and pursued in the Yakima country, had brought , or
nearly brought about ft. general combination of the tribes eastward. That
combination I hoped to break up.

The 'Valla W allll expedition has been complet ely successful. Col.
Shaw was on Mill creek, 'Valla w alla, on the 8th of July, with all his
command, except a force of 75 men under Capt . Goff, who, in conjunc
tion with Mnj. Layton, of the Oregon volunteers, had ascended J ohn
Day's river, and were then act ively in pursuit of the enemy. On Mill
creek were assembled on that day UW men, who crossed the Cascades
over the Nachesa under the immediate orders of Lt. Col. Shaw ; 100
men from the command of Goff, who escorted the wagon and pack tra in
from the Dalles, and the Nez Perces auxiliaries, 60 strong, under the com
mand of the chief, the Spotted Eagle, and accompanied by the agent,
Lt. Col. "I'm. Craig.
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Supplies were immediately sent forward to the Nez P erce. country,
special agent Robie taking there 100 pack animals without au escort.

Col. Shaw learning there was a large force of hostiles in the Grand
R onde, determined to attack them. 1I10ving in the night of the 14th, he
st ruck them on the 17tJ~ and after a running fight of SOlDO 15 miles, he
entirely defeated them, capturing 8 large number of their animals, des
troyed nearly all their provisions, end also got possession of about one
hundred pounds of ammunition.

This gallant fight of Shaw has broken up the eombination, for, on
his return to Mill creek, he found there special agent Robie, who had
almost been driven out of the Nez Pcrecs country. He brought back
the words of the chiefs ordering whi te men out of the country, &c. Ito.
bie, on his return from the Xez Perees, marched oue bundred miles with
out halting.

Lieut. Col. Shaw immediately sent the Nez Perce Chief, "Capt. J ohn,"
to the Nez P erces wi th this message : u I etn your friend. I have Dot
come to fight yon, but the hostiles. But if you beat your drums for war,
I will parade my men for battle. "

Ou the arrival of Capt . "John, " the Nez Perces had heard of Col.
Shaw's defeat of the Indians in the Grand R onde, and they immediately
sent back t he most friendly messages.

Thus has the vigorous movements of the volunteers of W ashinbrtoD,
under L ieut. C.oJ. Shaw, secured the fealty of t he Nez I'erces, and pre
vented a general combination of the interior tribes.

I enclose 1.1. Col. Shaw's report of his engagement. with the Indians
at the Grand Itonde, and also a (~o}lJ of hi:'! lett er stating the message
he sent to the Nez P erccs hy .. Capt . J ohu." Also t he records of t hree
councils held with the ~ez I'erces, one by L t. Col. Shaw un his arrival
a t Mill creek i one ill the Xf'Z P erce country by Capt. R obie ; and one
by Lt. Col. Craig when they received Shaw's message through ' Capt. J ohn.'

On an interview held yesterday with Col. Wright, I learn that he
designs sending forward a force of four companies to occupy the " .alia
W alla under the command of Lt. Col. S teptoe. I shall accordingly raise
no more troops. The terms of service of those under Col. Shaw will ex
pire on the 8th of September. On being relieved by the command under
Col. Steptoe, they will be withdrawn and mustered out of service.

All the troops 011 t he Sound have been mustered out of service.
I push forward in person to Walla W alla to-morrow to meet the In

dians, and establish relations of friendship with the tribes generally, and
especially those struck by Lieut. Col. Shaw.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most ob't servant,
(Signed,) ISAAC I . STEVENS,

GO\' . Ter. Wa,;h.
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[Ko. 14.J
EXEonIVE OFFICE, OLnfl'IA, W.

October 22d, 1856.

Hen. J EFFERSON DAn s,

Secretary of 1Var, Washington D. C.:

SIR :-10 my report of the 14th Augnst, informing you of the SU<r

cessful operat ions of the volunteers under Lt. Col. Shaw, and my having
determined to raise no more t roops, in consequence of four companies of
regulars under Lt. Col. Steptoe being about to be sent to the Walla
Walla, I expressed the opinion that the Nez P erces would probably con
tinne friendly, and advised you that I should push forward to the W alle
WaUa to meet the tribes in council.

In this connection, I will refer you to Shaw's report of the victory
of the Grand Ronde-his message to the Kez Pcrces on learning they
bad given evidence of hostinty, and the records of three several councils
held with the Kez P erces by Lt. Col. Shaw, Capt. Robie, and Lieut. Col
Craig, respectively, all going to establish the fact that the Xez Perces,
much disaffected previously, preferred friendship OIl meeting the volun
teers on Mill creek-s-exhibited hostility when Capt . Robie was in their
country, and again sent friendly messages on learning the decisive blow
struck at the Grand Ronde.

It was in view of the proceedings at the fi rst council held with the
Nez Perces by Shaw on Mill creek, that I expressed the opinion in my
letter of the 24th J uly, that they were friendly, and of the effec t of ..
decisive victory, in connection with their expressions at the third council
in reply to Shaw's message, that I believed that friendship had been con
firmed, and the general combination broken up, as reported in my commu
nicatiou of Aug. 14th.

I appointed the council when I had just learned of the battle of
the Grand R onde, and of Capt. Roble having been almost driven out of
the Nez P erccs country.

On rencbing the W nllc. W alla valley, to which point trains, with In
dian and army supplies were on their way under Capt. R obie, I made the
necessary arrangements for sending home the rolnnteers to be mustered
out of service on the arrival in the valley of the regular t roops under
Lieut . Col. Steptoe.

On the 29th July, one of my pack trains, DIOStly laden. with I ndian
supplies, was captured by the I ndians, a most unfortunate occurrence, as
thereby much of the prestige of the Grand R onde was lost.

Lieut. Col. Steptoe'. force was encamped in the valley on the 511>
September, some five miles below the council ground.
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Capt. Robie, with the remaining pack train and a. large wagon train
of Iodian snpplies, reached the valley on the 'lth September, and on the
three following days, the Nez P erces and all the hostile bands, except the
Yakima, reached the valley and encamped near me.

On the evening of the 10th, the Indians being all in except the Ya
kimas, and none friendly except a portion of th e Nez I'erccs, cud orders
having been ginn to all th e volunteers to go home the next day, I made
a requisition upon Lieut. Col. Steptoe for two companies of his troops and
his mountain howitzers, and to my surprise, learned from his answer, that
he had moved his camp to a point on Mill creek, some seren or eight
miles above my camp, and that his orders from Gen. 'Vaal did uot allow
him to comply with my requisition .

I say to my surprise, for in my interview with Col. Wright at Van
couver, referred to in my report of the 14 th August, I understood, a! I
went to the interior in my capacity simply of superintendent of Indian
affairs, that- in effecting the objects of the council, I was to have the co
operation of the milit ary force he was about to send there-a co-operation
which the good of the sen ice most urgently demanded. I had already
raised nearly two hundred six months' men to streng then the command of
Lieut. Col. Shaw, under a proclamation issued immediately after the re
ceipt of the battle of the Grand R onde, and I had four months' supplies
to subsist them. This proclamatio n was revoked on my arrival at Van
couver, and the troops rai sed nnder it disbanded. In int erviews held af
terwnrds with Col. Wright at the Dalles, r dwelt upon the objects to be
gained by the council-referred to the effect of the presence of his troops
there, and left with the belief tha t it was an arranged and agreed on thing
between the Colonel and myself, that I was to have the countenance
and support of the regular force in the 'Valla 'Valla to carry into effect
the beneficent designs of th e council. Col. wright stated that other du
ties would prevent his accompanying me-that he had entire confidence
in Lieut. Col. Steptoe, the officer in command, and his presence would be
unn ecessary. A ccordingly, previous to Lt. Col. S teptoe reaching the
valley, I sent him two letters, each urging him to calllp near me, my object
being to show the Indians the strength of our people, and the unity of
our councils j and I also wrote Capt. D. R ussell, 011 his way from the Y a~

kime with three companies, to the same effect . On the arrival of Lieut.
Col. S teptoe in the valley, I urged him personally to camp near me.

The requisit ion was refused, and I was therefore obliged to counter
mand the order sending home the volunteers whose terms of enlist m cnt
had all expired, and of which only Goff's company, 69 rank and file, rc
mained, a. portion of whom, too, were on their way down, and bad to be

alle d bark. This force only remained to gnard Illy camp.
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The council opened on the 11th, and continned on the 12th and 13th,
wben so alarming was the condit ion of affa irs, that I deemed it my duty,
on the morning of the 13th, to address a confidential note to Steptoe,
advising him that one half of the l'uz P erces were unquestionably hos
tile-that all the other tribes were hostile, with a very few exceptions,
and that a company of his troops was essential t o the security of my
camp, and at his sugg estlon, I moved my party, train and supplies, with
Goff's company of volunteers, to the vicinity of his camp.

I met Kumiaknu and his followers on my way there, noll it i~ prob
ably owing to no one being advised of my intention to move till the order
was given an hour before I star ted that I was not uttuckatl on the road.
Kamlakuu hall unquestionably an understanding', us subsequent events
showed, with all the Indians except the friendly Xez I'erccs, (about one
half the nctlon) and a SlD l 11 number of frieurlly Indians of the other
tribes, to make an attack that day or evcn-in~ uJlO:1 my camp. H e fo und
me on t he road to his great surprise, and had no tima to perfect his ar
rangemants. I had learned in the night thut Kambk.lll had encamped
on the Touchet the night before, nnd that he would he iu this day.

Tbe counc'I re-opened 0:1 the 16th : all tlru Indians were camped
near. Kuminkan end his Land being only separ.ned from the council
grouud by the narrow skir t of woofs in the bottom of mill creek, and
was closed the next day, all my efforts, both to nuke all arr.mgement with
the host .lee, and to do away with th e d isaffcetioa of the Nez Perces hav
ing proved abortive.

On the 18th, at a separate councll with the Nez Pcrces, all, both
hostlle and friendly Nez I'erces, ad vised the sub-agent, \Ym. Craig, not
to return to the Nez P erce country, as his life would be in danger, and
they were afraid he would be killed.

At the conclusion of this council, in a brief address to the Indians,
I expressed my regrets that I had failed in my mas.o.r-cthat no one said
"yes," to my proposit ions, and I now had only to say, "follow your own
hearts: those who wish to go into war, go."

My propositions were unconditional submission to the justice and
merry of the government, and the rendition for tr ial of murderers.

In the afternoon Lieut. Col. Steptoe informed these Indians that he
came there to establish a post , not to fight them, and trusted they should
get along as friends, and appointed the next day a little after noon, for a
special conference.

The Indians did not, however, come to sec Steptoe at the tim.e ap
pointed. They previously set fire to his gruss, and following me as I set
out about eleven o'clock, on my way to the Dalles, they attacked me

12
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within three miles of Steptoe's camp at about one o'clock in the after
noon.

So satisfied was I that the Indians would carry into effect their
avowed determination in the councils in their own camps for several
nights previously to attack me, that, in starting, I formed mywhole party,
and moved in order of bottle.

I moved on under fire one mile to water, when, forming a corral of
the wagons, and holding the adjacent hills and the brush on ti le stream
by pickets, I made my arrangements to defend my position and fight the
Indians. Our position in a low, open basin, some 500 (If 600 yards
across, was good, and with the aid of our corral, we could defend our
selves against u vastly superior force of the enemy.

The fight continued till late in the night. Two charges were made
to disperse the Indians, the last led by Lieut. Col. Shaw in person, with
twenty-four men, but, whilst driving before him some ODe hundred and
fifty Indians, an equal number pushed into his rear, and he was compelled
to cut his way through them towards camp, when, drawing up his men,
and, aided by the teamsters and pickets, who gallantly sprang forward,
he drove the Indians back ill full charge npon the corral.

J ust before the charge , the friendly Nez I'erces, fi fty in number, who
had been assigned to holding the ridge on the south side of the corral,
were told by the enemy " they ceme not to figh t the Xez Perces, but the
whites, go to your camp, or we wipe it out." Their camp ".. ith the wo
men and children, was on a stream about a mile distant-upon which I
directed the Nez Perccs to retire, as I did not require their assistance,
and I was fearful that my men might not be able to distinguish them from
the hostiles, and thus friendly Indians might be killed.

'Iowarde night I notified Lt. Col. Steptoe that I was fighting the
Indians: that I should more the next morning, and expressed the opinion
that a company of hIS troops would be of service. In his reply he stated
that the Indians had burnt up Ids grnss, and suggested that I should re
turn to his camp, and place at llis disposal my wagons, in order that he
might move his whole command and his supplies to the T'mntilla, or some
other point, where sustenance could be found for hit'; animals. fro this
arrangement I assented, and Lt. Col. Steptoe sent to my romp IJt. Da
vidson, with detachments from the companies of dragoons and artillery
with a mountain howitzer. They reached my camp about two o'clock in
the morning, every thing in good order, and most of the men at the
corral asleep. A picket had been drircu in an hour and a half before
by the enemy: that on the hill south of the corral, hut the enemy was
immediately dislodged, aud all the points wore held, and ground pits be 

ing £lUI!_
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The howitzer having been fired on the way out , it was believed noth-,
iug would be gained hy waiting till morning, and the whole force imme
diately retnrned to Lt. Col. Steptoe's camp.

Soon after sunrise, the enemy attacked the camp, but were won dis
lodged by the howitzer and a charge by a detachment from Steptoe's
command.

On my arrival at the camp, I urged Lt. Col. Stcptoe to build a
blockhouse Immediately-e-tc leave oue company to defend it with all his
supplies, then to march below, and return wi th an additional force and
additional supplies, and by a vigorous winter campaign, to whip the Indi
ans into submission. I placed at his disposal for the building, my teams
and Indian employees.

The blockhouse nnd stockade were built in n. little more than ten
days. 1\.ly Indian store room was re-built at one corner of the stockade.

On tho 23d Sept., we star ted for the D alles, which we reached ou
the 2d October. Nothing of interest occurred on the road.

In the action of the 19th, my whole force consisted of Gofl"s com
panyof sixty-nine rank and file, and the teamsters, herders aml Indian
employees, numbering nbout fifty men. Our train consisted of about five
hundred animals, not one of which was captured by the enemy. We
fought four hundred and fifty Indians, and had one man mortally, one
dangerously, and two slightly wounded. W e killed nod wounded thir
teen Indians.

One half the Nez Perces, one hundred and twenty warriors, all of
the Yakimas and Pelouses, two hundred warriors; the great bulk of the
Cayuses and Umatillna, warriors; of the Walla W allas and
Indians from other bands were hi the fight. The principal war chiefs
were the sou of Ouhi, and Isle de P erc chief, Quiltomee; the latter of
whom had two horses shot under him, and who showed me a letter from
Col. Wright, acknowledging his vafuable services in bringing about the
peace of the Yaki mes.

I have failed, therefore, in making the desired arrangements with the
Indians in the W alla Walla, and the failure, to be at tributed in part to
the wnnt of co-operation with me as Superintendent of Indian Affairs, on
the part of the regular troops, has its causes also in the whole plan of
operations of the troops since Col. 'Vright assumed command.

The Nez P erces, eutirely frieudly last December and January, be
came fi rst disaffected in consequence of the then chief of the Cayuses,
Umt-h= lish, and the frieudly Cajuses going into the ]'Iez Perce country,
contrary to my positive orders. I refused to allow them to go there in
December last, saying to thew: " I have ordered the ]'Iez Perces to keep
hostiles out of their eouut ry. If you go there, your friends in the war
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party will come, they cannot be kept out, Through them disaffectiou
will spread arno:lg a portion of the Nez P erces." Ume-howlisb, my
prisoner, was sent into the Xez Perce count ry b)' C-ol. ' Vright, and from
the t ime of his arrival there, all the efforts made hy the agent, Craig, to
prevent the spread of dlsaffeetlon, " ere abortive. What I apprehended
aug predicted already carne t o puss.

The Looking Glass, the prominent man of the lower N'ez Perces,
endeavored to betray me on the Spokane as I was coming in from the
Bl ackfoot connell, Dud I was satisfied from that time th at he was onJy
await ing a r.ll-arJ.ble moment to join bands with Kumlakan in a war
upon the whites.

Col. 'Vright ts managem ent of nff.rlrs in the Yakima furnished the
opportunity. The WOlT commenced. in the Yektma on our part in conse
quence of the attempt fi rst to seize the murderers of the agent, Holan,
and the miners who hnd passed through their country j and, second, to
punish the tribe for making common cause with them and driving Major
IIaller out of t he eonntry. It is grently to he deplored that Col. Wright
had Bot first severely chastised the Indians, ami insisted UpOI1 Dot only
the rendition of the murderers , but upon the absolute and unconditional
submissiou of the whole tribe to the justice and mercy of the govern..
ment,

Thc long delays which occurred in the Ynkim-i, the talking and not
fighting, this attempt to pacify Iudlcus lind not reducing them to submle
sion, thus giving safe conduct to murderers and assassins, and not seizing
them for summary and exemplary punishment, gave to Kamlnkan the
whole f ield of the interior, and hy threats, Iit'~ and promises, he has
brought into the combination ouo half or the X l'Z P(·rcCR nation, nnd
the least thing m3Y cause the Spokancs, Cceur d'Alcnes, Colvllles and
Okinikanes t o join them.

I state boldly, that the cause of the Nez Pere-s becoming disaffected
and finally going into t ilt' war, is the opcratlous of Col. \Vrifrht east of
the Cascedea-c-operaticns so feeble, so procrustinnting, EO entirely unequal
to the emergency, that not only has a most severe blow been struck at
the credit of the government and the proepcr.ty and character of this
remote section of country, but tho impression has been made upon the
Indians that the people and the soldiers were u different people. 1 repeat
to you officially, that when the Indians uttacked me, they expected Col.
Steptoe' would not nss:st me, cn-l when the)' nwoke from their delusion,
K umlakun said. U I will 1I0W let t 'icsc people know who Knmiakan is,"
O ne of the good effects of the figbt is, tbat the Indians have learned tbat
we are one people, a fact which had not previously been made apparent
to tbem by tbe operations of the regular troops.
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10, sir, the army sent here to protect onr people, and to pnnish In
dian t ribes who, without cause, and in rold blood, Bud in spite of solemn
treaties, murder our people, burn our houses Bod wipe out entire settle-
ments?

Is it the duty of Gen. Weal end his officers to refuse to co-operate
with me in my appropriate duties as Scperintendcnt of l udian Affairs,
and thus practically to assume these duties to themselves?

Is it the d.uty of Gen. \Vool, in his schemes of paeifylng the Indians,
to trample down the laws of congress-i- to issue edicts prohibiting settlers
returning to their claims, nnd thus for at least one county, the 'V tina
Walla, muke himself dictator of the couutry?

Or, is it simply ill consequence of his ignorance of the 10\\-8 of con
gress, and the peculiar circumsta nces under which these tcrr.torics Lcr e
grown up, thnt he has undertckeu to tilly to a people of u. whole county,
the ' VallI' w alla having its representative in the legislature, "the I ndians
drove y OD awuy, )' OD shall not go hUl k?" ] beg leave, herewith to en
close a copy of a commnnicatiou 0 11 this suLject, which L hev., this day
addressed to the deportment of the Inter.or,

I will respectfully call your a ttention to my report of this date to
the commlssiouer of I ndian AII'..l ir,i gl\":Ug an elaborate account of Indian
operations east of the Cascade mouutains, including the proceedings at
the ' Valla Walle council, and I will conclude this commueicetion lJy the
following extracts from it:

Ii In this connect ion it iRmy duty to report to the Department the
admirable conduct of the volunteers and the Indian employees, not only
during: the council, but in all the opc ratlons east of the Cascade mount
ains. There was not a single instance of injury either to the pE'f'fon or
property of a friendly Indian, or of injnry to the property or person of
the hostiles during the couucil.

" The kindness and forbearance of officers and men, agents and em
ployees, even when treated with rudeness hy the hostiles, was extraor
dinary. The strayed catt le nud horses of the I ndians were herded and
returned to them. The volunteers were well supplied, and were Dot

tempted to plunder for assistance. I hnve the permission of Lt. Col.
Steptoe to refer to him and his offiet rs as witnesses of what I have stated,
and have the assurance from Lt. Col Steptoe that he bud SO reported it

II \Vhilst it is my duty to acknowledge in the warmest terms the
assistance rendered me hy Lt. Col. S teptoe, when I was actually a ttacked,
to Col. Wright, and of Col. Wright that he had forwarded the report
to Gen. Wool." I em, sir, vHy respectfully . your most obedient,

(Signed,) ISAAC 1. 8'1'EVEl\S,
Gov. W...hington Territory.
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BXECUTIYE 0 1"I.'JCE, T EE. WASlJI~WTOX,

Olympia, ~OY. 21st., 185(" }
H on. J EFFERSOS D AVIS,

:.leeretrry of War, W ashington, D. C. :

S IR :-Refcrring to my communication of the 22d October, g iving
t he particulars of the council held hy me at the Walla Walla, the previ
o us month, and my views in reference to the operations of the regular
t roops under Col. Wright, I have now to report that I lear n from reliable
a uthority, though not from Col. 'Vright himself, that, in his recent trip
to W aUa WaUa, he met the Xez P erces chief who attacked my party,
and effected another quasi peace by surrendering to their demands. :My
informant stat es that "some chiefs, E ngle from the Light, Red W olf, &c'J

met Col. wrlgbt in a " talk" the other day. The Colonel took the ground
which I urged you to takc.c-that the treaty of W aUa WaUa ought not
to be insisted upon."

Now the Red W olf and Eagle from the Light belonged to the 00'
tile party. Red W oIrs people were in the attack upon me after the ad
journment of the council. The E agle from the Light , though hostile,
brought none of his people to t he council ground.

It would seem that, to get the consent of Col. Wright to take the
ground that a treaty should not be insisted UIXJIl, it was simply necessary
for the malcontents to attack the Superintendent of Indian A ffairs and
his party. Now one half of the Nez P erccs nation, including the head
chief, Lawyer, wish the treat)' to Ue carried QUt. They have suffered
much from their steadfast adherence to it. Arc their wishes to be disre
garded?

It seems to me that we have, in th is territory, fallen upon evil times.
I hope and trust some energetic action may he taken to stop this tr ifling
with great public interests, and to make our flag respected by the Indians
of the Interior. 'fhey scorn our people and our flag. They feel they
can kill and plunder with impunity. They denominate us a nation of old
women. They did not do this when the volunteers were in the field.

I now make the direct issue with Col. Wright.-that he has made a
concession to the Indians which he had no authority to make-that, by
so doing, he hall done nothing but to get the semblance of a peace, and
that by his acts he has, in a measure, weakened the influence of the ser
vice having the aut hority to make treaties, and having charge of the
friendly Indians. H e bas, in my judgment, abandoned his; own tlnty,
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which was to reduce the Indians to submission, and has trenched upon
and usurped a portion of mine.

Ycry respcctfully,
Your most obedient servant,

(Signcd.) ISAAC I. STEVENS,
GO~CI'nol' Territory "Washington.

[No. 16.]

EXECL"TIVE OFFICE, W. r ., }
OI.YMPIA, Nov. 21, 1856.

Hon. JEFFERSO~ D Ans,

Secretary of War, Washiugtou, D. C. :

SIR :- 1 have the honor to report for the information of the depart
ment that the sales of property remaining on hand at the disbandment of
the volunteer forces of this territory have been made, and have resulted
ifl. the cancelling of about one hundred and fifty thousand dollars of scrip.
The sales in the aggregate exceeded the origiunl cost, particularly as re
gards animals, which it has been alleged have been purchased. at extreve
gant rates. I trust that hereafter, in view of the fact that our transpor
tation has cost us nothing-that our people have let their animals go into
the service from three to nine months and have taken them back at a
premium, the enemies of the territory will be more guarded in their speech.

All the papers have been kept with regularity, both a' regards the
service of, and issued to volunteers, and purchases and sales by the quar·
termaster's department.

Our whole scrip will not exceed nine hundred and fifty thousand
dollars, which, deducting the cancelled scrip, will leave not exceeding
eight huudred thousand dollars to be redeemed.

But 'orne seventy or eighty thousaud of this will be charged UpOIl

the muster rolls, reducing the scrip that amount, and the estimates for
the pay of the volunteers.

I indulge the hope congress will, at this session, authorize the pay
meut of the war debt of both territories. The people deserve well of
the nation. They have protected their families and vindicated the honor
of the American flag.
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The war has been especially disastrous to this territory, and the pe0

ple need prompt payment of their claims.. .
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

(Signed,) ISAAC I. STEVEXS,
Gov. Wash. Ter.

[No. 17.]

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, TER. WASH.,
OLYMPIA, Nov, 21, 1856. }

•

Hon. JEFFERSON DAVIS,

Secretary of W ar, W ashington City:

Sm :-As n part of the history of Indian relations in this territory
tnc past two years, I enclose 11 <:01')' of n letter which, learning that GeD.
Wool had just arrived at Y'U1collnr, I addressed him on the :i2d day of
:May, Hs55, the second liny after m)' arrival at \Valla 'Valla last year,
arid some six days before going into the council which resulted in
treaties of cession from the Nez Perces, Yak.mas, Cayuses, 'Valla 'Val·
I... and Urnatillas.

Gen. W ool, however, returned to Sun Francisco, where my letter
reached him, and I passed to the sources of the Missouri. I have never
received any answer to my letter.

I had previously in a letter to you, dwelt upon the importance of
the occupation of the Walla Walla.

I have the honor to remain,
V ~ry respectfully, your most obedient,

(Signed,) I SAAC I.STEVEXS,

Gov. and Sup. Ind. AlI'airs.
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[Ko. 18.J
EXECI;n VE O n 1 CE. TER. WA:-im :-:GTOS ,

Olympia, Feb. 17, 18.56. }
His Excellency, G. L. CURRY,

Governor and Commander-in-Cbief :

SIR :-1 bave appointed Col. B. F. Shaw, with whom you are ac
quainted, assistant adjutant general for this t erritory.

He bas been instructed -to organize at Vancouver a force of two
hundred mounted volunteers, who will he pushed into the W alla W alla
with all possible dispatch, there to establish a depot, leaving a smell force
to guar d it, and then push forward to the Yakima Jlission, tcklug with
them a large supply of provisions and ammunition. At that point they
can establish a post of considerab le strength, and be in position to act
efficiently against any I ndians in that valley.

Our captains who are recruiting in the vicinity of Y auCOUY('f will no
doubt wish to pass into Oregon, and I trust that the hearty co-operation
and friendly feeling which has existed between the citizens of the two ter
ritories will continue, and that they may receive any required aid . I feel
sure that there will be cordial co-operation.

With sentiments of the highest respect,
Yery truly yours,

(Signed.) ISAAC 1. STEVEJIIS,
Governor and Commander-in-Chief.

Nors.c-Letters of similar import to the foregoing letter to Governor
Curry, were at the same time addressed to the staff officers of Oregon-c
the adjutant , quartermaster and commissary generals, which were res
ponded to, as in the following letter from the commissary general.

[No. 19.]

Cmrn.ISSARY G ENERAJ.'S O FFlC1<:, C o.MM1SSARY'S DEP'T,

Portland, Feb. 20th, 1~56. }
H is Excellency, ISAAC I. STEVE~S,

Governor WasbingtOll Territory:

D EAR SIR :-1 received yours of the I'l th February, '56, informing'
me of the appointment of Col. B. F. Shaw, as assistant adjutant general

13
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of W asbington Territory, and your desire to have me co-operate with
your efforts to procure supplies, transportation, &c., &.c., in Oregon; and
also your wish to push Jour forces as speedily as possible to the 'Valla
'Valla. li nd the Yakima vallles. It. will give me great pleasure to render
what assistance is ill my power, to J Oll or any officer under your directions,
to further your H r» laudable object, and I will confer with Gen. Shaw
upon the subject, without delay.

I am, &c.,
( Signed,) M. M. McCARVER,

Com. Gen'! O. lIl. V.

[No. 20.J
TERRITORY OF OREGON, EXECUTIVE OFFICE, }

Salem, March 27tb, 1856.

His Excellency, I. 1. STEVENS,

Governor W. T., Olympia:

D EAn G OYEJtXOR :- 1 have authorized .:\lr. Bradbury, who starts to
day from this plate for San F rancisco, to call upon your Quartermaster's
Department at Portland, and in connection wi th such supplies as he pur
chased for us at that place, to do likewise for \Vushington Territory, us
might. be more fully indicated and specified by the officer upon whom I
desired him to cull at Portland.

* * * * * * * *
Yours always sincerely,

(Signed,) GEO. L. CURR Y,
Gov. &e., &e.

[No. 21.J
T ERRITORY O}' O Rr GOX, E XECUTIVE O FFICE,

Salem, Marcb 29th, 1856. }
His Excellency, I SAAC I. STEYEXS,

Gov. 1Va..<:.hington Terr itory, Olympia :
D EAR G OYERXOR :-1 arrived here this morning, prepared to act as

intelligence from the Cascades would appear to demand. I found tbat
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my aids, Col. Dennison and Stark, bad taken very prompt and judicious
action in the premises. Col. Dennison, with the YOIU:l t (,(' :"3 w1:.0 went up
for the purpose of relieving the blockhouse, uud r e-establishing the com
munication, which, through some great military mistake, the officer in
command of the regulars bad made llO provision to maintain, at a point
80 important as the Cascades, too, having rendered import ant assistance
in achieving the object of the expedition, returned this afternoon.

J enclose you a list of the killed and wounded anti missing. Col.
Dennison's force was augmented to double its members, by citizens of
your territory, making the force some forty-five men.

,..,.. * * *,..,..""
Yours always sincerely,

(Signed,) QED. L. cnaav,
Governor, &c., &c.

[No. 22.]
EXECUTIYE OFFICE, TER. \VASH., }

Olympia, April 2d, 1856.

HIS EXCEI.LENCY, OED. L. C l'RRi,

Governor of Oregon:

Mr DE.\R SIR :-1 am much obliged for the information contained
In yonr two letters of the 27th and 29th of Murch, and especially for
your active exer tions in helping the cause of the suffering inhabitants of
Washington.

I hope Oregon will never require, by the breaking out of war among
her Indians hereafter, a requital of those services. But washington will
never forget the aid she has received from Oregon, nor will she fail to
remember, and if unhappily necessary, requite them hcrcnfter.

Your thoughtfulness in thinking of us when you sent to San Fran
cisco, deserves my especial thanks.

* * * * I shall use every exertion to raise more
troops for the defense of our people from the Cowlitz to the Cascades,
eud with the view of being prepared ut all quarters for any attack by the
Indians upon the settlements.

* * * * * * * * * * *
very truely, your friend,

(Signed,) ISAAC I. STEVENS,
Gov. TO'. WMh.
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E!:ECC"urE O fFICE, TEa. WASH., }
Olympia, Nov. Ist., 18~6.

HOD. JAYEs DOUGLA SS,

H . B. M. Govcrnr:-

SIR:-It hnving been mnde apparent to us thnt the Indinns inbab
iting both sides of the Cascades hare a determined combination among
their various tribes to make war upon us, and as they have been suffi·
ciently bold to attack us within" shor t distance of our settlements, I
deem it proper as we are in great need of arms and ammunition, to re
quest from yoo, sir, what assistance Is in )"001' power to afford.

Your known courtesy to Americans generally, and the feeling our
people know you entertain to wards us, leads me to make-this request with
the less hesitation. I do it also that it may be made apparent to the sar
ages upon the Sound that the affinities of blood and interest existing be
tween our nations, arc always sufficiently strong to bring fortb from the
one to the other, support when threatened with danger.

If it could be done without serious injury to the affairs of your Hon.
H. B. Co., I would deem it an additional service that the arms should
~ sent here ,by one of your steamers, as you are aware our settlements
nrc so isolated, the presence of steamers such as )"ours, may deter attacks
which I have reason to think rna}' be made upon one or more of them in
a few days.

The presence of a steamer in this part of the Sonnd will be of great
advantsge.

The Activc and Massachusetts are expected in the Sound in a few
days, and the nrrival of one of these vessels will relieve us from trespass
ing further npon your kindness.

Soch services as you may render, sir, will, I beg to assure you, be
uiost warmly appreciated by the government of the U nited States,"
well as the inhabitants of this tt..rritory,

With assureuces of my highest respect,
I hare the honor t o be, very respectfully,

Your most ob't serrant,
(Sig ned,) J A MES TILTON,

Adj't Gen. W . T .
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[No. 24.J
VICTORJA, V'AN'COU\OER'S I SLAND,

November 6th, 1855. }
Hon. J AKES TILTON,

Adj't Gen. W . T. V ., W ashington Territory:-

SIR :-1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a letter from
you, dated, "Olympia, November Ist," representing th e danger to which
the settlements on Pugct Sound were exposed from the inronds of sav
ages, and soliciting aid in arms and munitions for the purpose of defend
ing the country, and repelling the threatened invasion of the Indian tribes.

I most cordially acknowledge the moral obligation which binds
christian and civilized nations to exert their utmost power and influence
in checking the inroads of the merciless savage, and it is a cause of sin
cere regret on my part that our means of rendering you assistance comes
infinitely short of our wishes.

\Ve are, I confess with sorrow, badly prepared for the exigencies of
a sta te of warfare-a-there being, at this moment, only one huudred stand
of arms ill this colony, and those are in the stores of the Hudson's Bay
Company.

I have made a purchase of fifty of those <all that can be spared) for
your service, and now forward them by Captain Hunt, under consignment
to Dr. Tolmie, who will arrange with you about their delivery. I have
also secured ten barrels of gnn powder and a supply of ball, a par t of
which will also be now forwarded by the steamer, "Traveller."

Her Majest)"s ship, If President," sailed about a week ago, from this
colon)', for the port of San Francisco, or I might have procured efficient
aid from her ccmmeuder.

The Hudson's Bay Company's steam vessels are also both absent at
tbls time, or I would instantly have despatched one of them to Xisqually,
Dol of COUf5e in the character of a belligerent , but with orders to aid
and assist in protecting your settlements against the attacks of savages.

' Ye are bourly expecting the arrival of the steam vessel Bearer, and
it is my intention to send her on to Nisqually with as little delay DS pes
sible at this place, and by that conveyance, I will cause the remainder of
the ammunition, which the steamer Traveller cannot take, to he forwarded.

The moral effect of the steamer II Beaver's" visit to the Sound,
will be powerfully felt hy the native Indian tribes, and may contribute in
some measure, to confi rm t.heir wavering loyalty, and to detach them from
the g-eneral Indian confederacy.

1 trust in God, that such may be the event, and have again to ex..
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press my deep regret, that we have not a more efficient force to seud to
Jour relief.

I have the honor to be, sir; your obedient servant,
(Signed,) JAMES DOUGLASS,

Governor V . Ialandl.

(No. 25.]
GOVERNMENT H OUSE, VICTORIA, V. I.,

19th November, 1855. }
Major JAMES TILTON,

Or officer administering the government of Washington Territory:

SIR :-The H onorable Hudson's Bay Company's steamer, II Otter, "
'having arrived at this fort, and discharged part of her cargo, I have de
cided on despatching her for the sake of greater expedition, with the
remnant of her cargo on board, to 1\isqually, and to proceed, should it
be of advantage to Jour cause, as [fir 8S Olympia, with the supply of am
-munition promised in my letter to you of the Gth inst. Iler presence in
the Sound will, I trust, convince the native tri bes that our wannest sym
pathies nrc enlisted in your favor, and that they have to expect neither
countenance nor support from H er Majesty's authorities in thi s quarter.

I much regret th at it is not in my power to afford you mere efficient
assistance, and that the unprotected state of our owu settlements, renders
it peculiarly unad visable to dispense with the services of the " Otter" for
more than a few days. The natives ill this quarter continue quiet and
friendly , though evidently powerfully moved in favor of their rate, a feel
ing which may exercise a mischlevous influence on their excitable miude,
while it constrains us to maintain a vigilant control OWT tler movements.

I have no fears as to the result of the struggle at Nisqually. If the
Indians leave their fastnesses, and venture to meet your forces in the open
country! they will soon be made to yield the palm of victory, and in any
case, destitute na they are of resources, they cannot protract the war be
yond a very few months.

Begging to refer JOu for further information to Captain Hunt, to
whom I have fully explained my views.

I have the honor to be, sir ,
Your obedient humble servant,

(Signed,) JA~1ES DOUGLASS,
Governor Vanoouver'& IBl&nd.
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(No. 26.]
EXEctlTlVE OFFICE, WASntNGTO~TERRITORY,

Olympia, Nov. 23, 1800. }
His Excellency, JAMES D OUGI.ASS,

Governor Vancouver's Island :-
SIR :-1 have mehonor to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of

the 19th Inst., with the additional supply of ammnnition.
The steamer I I Otter lJ arrived here on the evening of the 21 8t inst.
I fully concur with you as to the influence her presence here will have

upon the tribes within our waters, who rna)' be considered as wavering.
The results, however, which have been accomplished by our troops since
application was first made to you, have, I think, been sufficient to prevent
at least for the present, any hostile movement on their part.

The present emergency is not such as to render the presence of the
" Otter " here indispensable, otherwise I should avail myself of any as
sistance sbe might be able to render. I am daily expecting the arrival of
a steamer at Steilacoom, with additional forces and munitions of war,
which must of themselves have an intimidating effect upon the Indians
on the Sonnd.

Permit me again to tender to you my acknowledgments of your cor
dial co-operation in the present excited state of affairs.

I have the honor to be, sir,
Very respectfully, your ob't serv't,

(Signed,) C. H. MASON,
Acting Governor Washington Territory,

[No. 27.]
EXECUTrvE OFFICE, W ABRINGTON T ERRrrORY,

Olympia, October 14th, 1805.

Capt. J. B. STERETr,
Commanding U . S. Ship, Decatnr:-

SIR :-The recent difficulties with the Yakima Indians beee taken
so serious a turn, that it bas become necessary for the executive of the
territory to call forth two companies of volunteers to co-operate with the
regular troops, already in, and about to be sent into the field.

In this emergency, owing to the scerdty of ammunition, arms, and
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accoutrements in the territory, I have to request that )"ou will forward to
me at Olympia, such an amount of the above named munitions of war,
suitable for light Infantry or mounted men, as you can spare without det
riment to the safety or discipline of your ship.

Surveyor General Tilton, who takes this to you, will confer with
you relative to what bas been done, and what is proposed in view of the
present Indian difficulties; and I hereby authorize him to receipt any po..
peril in my name relatlve to arms, ammunition, supplies, &c.

I am sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

C. H. MASON,
Acting Governor Washington Territory.

[No. 28.] October 14th. Letter of same import sent to Capt. W.
C. Pease, Commanding Revenue Cutter uJell'. Davis."

[No. 29.J
u. S. SWOP OF WAR, D ECATUR,

Seattle, W. T., Oct. isu, 1855. }
Acting Governor, C. H. MASON :-

SIR :-1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yonr letter of
the 14th inst., delivered by Surveyor General Tilton.

Agreeably to your request, I forward to you all the arms, ammuni
tion, &c'J which I can possibly spare-lists of which arc enclosed.

I aID, sir, respectfully, yonr obedient servant,
ISAAC S. STERRETT,

Commander.

[1"0. 30.J
U. S. REVENUE C l "'I'TER, J }O:FFER~ON DAVIS,

Seattle, October 15th, 1856. }
C. H. MASON, Esq.,

Acting Governor, Washington Territory :-

SIR :-1 have tho honor to acknowledge the receipt of yonr letter
of the 14th inst., relative to furnishing arms, &c., for the use of volunteers
recently called ont by yonr Excellency.
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Unfortnnately, this vessel was bnt partially provided with arms on
sailing from New York. I send you, however, as man)' as I CRD possibly
spare, with 350 rounds of musket cartridges, and regret that I cannot
more fully comply. with your request.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM C. PEASE,

Captain.

(No. 31.]
U. S. REVENUE CUTrER, II JEFFERSON DAVIS,"

Steilacoom, October 17tb, 1855.

C. H. MAso~,

}

Acting Governor W ashington Territory :-

SIR:- I have the honor to inform your Excellency of my prrival at
this place, and to s tate that I can lund twenty men, well armed with ritles,
at a moment's notice, and will be happy to GOso, whenever occasion may
require it, provided the safety of the vessel is not enda ngered thereby.

I have the honor to be, ~·ollr obedient servant,
WILLIAM C. PEASE,

Captain.

(No. 32.1
EXECVTIt'E OFFICE, OU'1!n." W.

October 18tb, 1855.

Copt. I. S. STERRET!",

Commanding U . S. Ship Decatur :-

Sm :-1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of
15th inst., with the enclosed invoice, which I herewith return receipted,
all the articles therein mentioned having been received by me.

At my reqnest Lieut. Drake has remained here, in order to trans
14



106

port pack saddles, &c., from this place to the Quartermaster at Fort
Steilacoom. I have aI80 further requested bim to render, through his
boat and crew, such further assistance in transporting articles to the gar-
rison as may be needed in the present exigency. • _

This enning fin express reached me from Fort Vancouver, bringing
the information that Major Haller bad met witb a serious cbeck from the
Indians before re-inforcements reached him, and that he had been com
pelled to return to the Dalles. The above information was at once trans
milled t o Capt. Malony at F ort S te ilacoom, with the request that every
man th at could possibly be spared be at once sent into the field. I also
suggested t o him th at in case of necessity , doubtless some fifteen or twenty
Il1~U could he spared from the " Decatur," to take the place of the addi
tional troops taken from the garrison. If deemed necessary by him, this
I t-quest will be made by me upon )'OU.

I would sug-gotst that Seattle continue to be the st ation of the H De
catur 1I until further Information be received from the scene of action.

I return to J OU my sincere thanks for the prompt, energetic and effi
cient action you have taken in eo-operating with the civil authorities of
the terntory.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient serm ut ,

C. II. MASON,
Acting Governor Wasb. Ter.

[No. 33.]

EXECUTlt'E Orrrce, O LYlCPI.l,

October 18th, 1855. }
Capt. WM_ C. PUSE,

Comd'g Rev. Cutter, uJE'fferson Davis."

SIR:- I have th e honor to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of
October 15th, together with th e accompanying invoice whieh I return
receipted, th e articles mentioned therein having been received by IDP.

Information has this evening been received by me, that. Maj. Haller,
who left th e Dalles with about nne hnndred men, had been attacked by a

•
body of Indiana estimated from twelve to fifteen hundred strong, and
been compelled to return witb a loss of five killed and seventeen wounded.
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All the disposable force of the U. S. troops have been ordered into
the field, and volunteers have been called for, both from Oregon and this
territory.

In this emergency, for the protection of the settlers on the more
northern portions of the Sound, I beg leave to suggest that }'OU make
your cruising ground from Port Townsend, around 'Vhidby's Island to
Bellingham Bay.

I have suggested to Capt. Sterrett, Commanding e. S. Ship II Deea
tUT," that he remuin for the present at Seattle, uutil further information
from the scene of action.

This evening I received your favor of Oct. 17th, dated from Steila
coom.

Permit me to tender to you ill)' thanks for the promptness with which
yOD have co-operated with the civil authorities of the territory.

I nrn, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. II. MASON,

Acting Governor, Wash. Tel'.

[No. 34.]
EXEctn1VE OFFICE. OLYMPIA, }

October 19th, 12 P. 111., 1855.

Capt, I. S. SrERRETT,
Commanding U. S. Ship Decatur :

SIR -Since my note of this evening, I have received a message
from Fort Steilncoom.

I will now request that as many of the marines as you can spare
may be transferred to Fort Steilacoom, for the general protection of the
post and the community.

I have requested Lieut. Drake to remain there until your action in
this matter is known.

'Vcry respectfully,
Your most obedient servant,

C. H. MASON,
Acting Gov. Waah. Ter.
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[No. :l.1.J
U. S. RE'E::ttr. Crrrrn, "JF.FF. DAVI$,"

Steilacoom, October 31st, 18f~ }
J ~r.s TILTO~, E SQ.,

Adjutant General Washington Terrltory.->

DEAR GENERAI.:-Yours of this morning is j ust received. I send
you with pleasure two twelve pounder guns end fixtures complete, Tho
guns are loaded with grape shot. You know the necessity of having them
secured as well :IS I do. * * * * *

Will you allow me to suggest to you the propriety of calling for vol
untecrs from the lower part of the Sound, to rendezvous here immedi
ately. I am certain they will he wanted sooner or later. -I have pork,
beef and br.c~ enough at Port Townsend for them if necessary.

I doubt the propriety of defcudlng the post at great hazard, against
n large body of Indians, bec ause there is uo retreat. This would not
happen, of COU1':SC, unless Mulony \HIS cut off, and it is doubtful if it
would happen even then. The l\i'qnally I ndians nrc joining the disaf
fected, and Dr. Tolmle is somewhat alarmed.

I shall remain here until mutters get quiet-s-ready to take c'f/ly women
and children on bond.

I think thirty good men can he got from Whidhy's Islaud' and vi·

ciuity. * * * * * * *
In great baste, yours very truly,

W:II. C. PEASE.

EXECtJTIVE OFFICE, W. 1'.. }
OLYllPLl, Nov. 3d.J~51i.

T<t tm: O'FFrCER COMllAKDTh'G

U. S. Sqnadrou ou the PaciGc Station,

Sm :-1 have the honor to inform you that a wac has broken OlIt in
this territory with the Yakima and several confederated tribes of Indians
on the eastern side o( the Cascade raugc of mountains, nnd that from the
very nuefll:taio \wId which we have npou the tribes inhabiting the shores
oQf ~.\!IlP!Ioq. .~,diOicoIties are to be apprehended there also. In
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roet, a co1lision has already taken place with one hand, in which citizens
have been killed, and the extent of the comhination is not yet ascertained.
Under these circumstances, our population being n ry sparse and ill
Bm w , the gravest consequences are to bE" apprehended in case the war
extends. The troops posted at Fort Steilacoom have all been sent across
the mountains, and reinforcements are yet needed for the force employed
there. The sloop-of-war Decatur, and Revenue Cutter Jtfferson Davis,
are both stationed at exposed points, hut it is deemed rery essential that
an additional vessel of war, if possible, a steamer, should be sent to
cruise at other points, and co-operate with the laud forces in boot attacks,
As the danger is imminent, I most earnestly request that this may be
done without delay.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
C. II. MASON,

Acting Gov. Ter. W..h.

[No. 87.]
U. S . SLOOMlF-WAR, nECATOR,

Off Seattle, W . T., Nov. 14th, 1855. }
lIon. CRAS. II. MASON,

Acting Governor W. T., Olympia :

SIR:-In consequence of the receipt of the enclosed letter from the
people at Port Townsend, I shall lenve for that place in the morning, and
upon the arrival of the Cutter, J efferson Davis there, shall get under
way for a cruise up the Sound, touching at the various ports.

They can muster here about seventy-five (75) men. In addition to
this force, I shall leave Lieut. Drake with eight marines and the boat'.
howitzer, whicb, in my opinion, is sufficient to defend the place until my
« turn.

'Inc inhabltaots are deficient in arms, mustering, I believe, only about
thirty-fi,-e (35) or forty good muskets and rifles. They have others
which are very indifferent, and should be replaced by effective weapons sa
IiO<lD as possihle.

Very ft'$jlCetfully, your most obedient servant,
ISAAC 8. STERRETr,

COlWllantier.
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[No. 88.)

U. S. Sl..00P-OF-WAB, DECATVlt,
Off Seattle, Nov. 18tb, 1855. }

Han. CHAs. H. MASO,",
Acting Governor W. T., Olympia:

SIR :- * * * * Since tbe 14tb inst.,
I have procured a good twelve pound gun from Dr. Maynard, and as soon
as it is mounted and every thing ready for a siege, I shall leave on a
cruise to touch at the var.ous ports on the Sound, where protection may
be required, feeling satisfied that the people here are perfectly capable of
takiug care of themselves, at least for the present.

1 must again request you to furnish me, with all convenient dispatch,
authority to take from any vessel with arms on board for this territory,
the numbers of guns, pistols, &c., required for 0. vigorous prosecution of
the war in the lower part of tbe Soand.

I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

ISAAC S. STERRE'IT,
ComlllaDder.

(No. 39.)

ExECUTIVE Orrrcr, TER. tVASmNGTON,

Olympia, Dec. 28tb, 1855. }
Capt. G. GAXSEt'OORT,

Commanding U . S. Ship, Decntur:

SIR :-Under the present relat ions existing ill this territory between
the citizens of the United States and the Indians residing within our
limits, I have to request your co operat ion with the officers of the Indian
Department in such measures as have been adopted for our self-preserva
tion, and for the protection of such I ndians as may at present be deemed
friendly.

In order to remove the Indians residing on the eastern side of Paget
Sound, as far as possible from the influence of the hostile bands, all from
all communication with them, 8JJ.d at the same time to protect them from
lIJly careless or nntoward conduct on tbe part of the troops .now in 1M
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field, they have been ordered to certain localities, designated by thc In
dian agents, on the northern part of the Sound.

ThiB order has been very geoerally and checrfnlly complied with at all
points, with the exception of n small band nt thc town of Seattle. This
point, from its proximity to the present hostile ground. must necessarily,
for the protection of all concerned, be subjected to the same policy that
has been carried out throngh other parts of the tcrritory.

Orders have been given to the Indian ugent for the Puget Sonnd
District to this effect, and in case of difficulty. he has been directed to
apply to yon for assistance.

This request is not confined to this particular place, or the circum.
stances connected with it, but to any or nil occasions, in which it
may be necessary to strengthen the Influence of the officers of the In
dian Department of this territory.

The Indians that have thus far been collected, have been plnced in
charge of special agents, who have been directed not to allow them to
leave their present locality without a pass from the agen' in charge.
That you may be aware of the persons at present holding this authority,
I herewith furnish their names: M. T. Simmons, J. n. 'Vebber, D. L.
Maynard, H. H. Tobin, N. D. am, Robt. C. Fay, and E. C. Fitzhugb.
Should auy more special agents be appointed, you wiil be iuformed of tbe
same.

In conclusion, I win say that the Indians residing on Puget Sound,
as far as at present is ascertained, nrc friendly, and it requires but a ju
dicious and friendly, but firm course, to maintain the present amicable
relations.

I am, sir, with much respect,
Your obedient servant,

CRAS. H. MASON,
Acting Gov. W. T.

[No. 40.)
FORr SrEILACooM, Feb. 18th, 1856.

Capt. GANSEl"'OORT,

Commanding Naval Forces, Puget Sound:
SIR I-COl. M. T. Simmons is operating uu tbe rear of tbe boetilc

Indians from tbe falls of tbe Suoqualmie. He b.. with him Pat Canim
aad sixty friendly Iudians.
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They need snpport, I have ordered Capt. ISlUlC:l\. E bcy, the CD

r olling officer of the lower battalion, at once to dispatch all hls disposable
force in that quarter; he is at Port Townsend, and one company is there
ready to take the field.

I will, therefore, ask yon to dispatch the Adi re immediately to Port
Townsend, take on hoard Capt. Ebey's forces and supplies, and transport
them to the mouth of the Snohomish. I t is a most vital operation, and
I trust you will see your way clear to immediately dispatch the Active.

I am, sir, very respectfuUy,
Your most obedient servant,

(Signed,) ISAAC I. STEVE:l\S,
Gov. Tor. Wash.

[1\0. 41.]

E:U CUTl\ E OFFICE. T EA. W A!?H.•

OLV~PJA, Feh. 17, 1856. }
Capt. G. GASSE\"OORT,

Commanding :!\:n"al F orces, Seatt le:

SIR:-From information I have received, I am apprehensive of a
descent on the settlements on the lower port of the Sound, of fourteen
war canoes of northern Indians, and I have most respectfully but strongly
to urge that the Active, after having furnished troops nod supplies at the
mouth of the Snohomish, be kept cruising the whole time helm.-en P ort
Townsend, Bellingham Bay and Seattle.

These northern Indians, iu daring, forcc and intelligence, greatly
surpass the Indians of the Sound. Their war canoes, carrying seventy
fire men, ran be moved through stormy sens, and with great rapidity. I
deem it essential to the protection of the lower port ion of the Sound,
that a steamer should be constantly in motion there.

I trust, therefore, you will be able to comply with my request , nnd I
remain, rery respectfully, your most obedient.

(Signed,) ISAAC I. STEV E NS,
Gov. Waah. Ter.
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[No. 42.)

O FFICE A DJUTA' 'T GENERAL, W. T. V . , }
Olympia, Marcb 2<1, 1856.

CAPT. ALDEKJ

Commanding U. S. Steamer Active:

SIR: -By order of the Governor and Commandcr-in-Ohief, I write
to request you to furnish us with all the spare percussion eaps and priming
or rifle powder you can.

I take it for grnnted you will soon depart for San Francisco, nnd lIS

we are very scarce of ammunition, it will greatly relieve us if you can
lurnisb it.

AIoo, it would greatly facilitate our operation if you could take a
supply of arms hence to the Columbia Rlrer. 'Ib e roads across nrc SO

execrable at this season of the year, and also the transportation of the
country so absorbed by the requirements of the troops moving into the
\Vhite river country, that we are at a loss to devise means for forwarding
anus to the Southern Battalion, now organizing upon the Columbia. river,
and to furnish tbe Inhabitants 01 that region with their quota of anus.

If it is possible for you to afford us this assistance, in addition to tho
most essential and arduous service you have rendered this territory during
the past winter, it will be highly appreciated by the government und in
habitants of Washington territory, and constitute an appropriate close
to the effic ient and invaluable services of the Active, during the present
Indian war in Wa.;billgton territory.

I have the houor to he, very respectfully,
Your most ob't servant,

(Signt-tl,) JAMES TILTON,
Adj't Gen. W. T.

[No. 43.)
u. S. C OAST S UR\"EY STUllER A C"II\'E,

Seattle, March 3d, 1856. }
J AMES T ILTON',

Adjutant General W. T. Volunteers :

SIR :-Your letter, dated j esterdaj, is received, and for the informa
tion of the Governor, I have tbe bouor to state that I have heen supply

15
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ing the volunteers with ammunition to the extent of my means, and re
cently nt Port Townsend, we turned over to Captain H owe, Company I ,
all that we could possibly spare in the way of cartridges and caps. The
fifteen pounds of rifle powder herewith sent, is all of that article, except
a pound or two, that we now have on board.

I should be exceedingly glad to be of service in transporting the
arms you mention to the Columbia river, end if you will forward them to
this place by the Massachusetts (which vessel visits Olympia in a few
days) I will receive them on board, and if possible, deliver them at the
point named. The difficulty, however, of crossing the bar of the Colum
bia river is frequently so great at this season of the year, that I propose
in view of too great a detention there, to carry the arms to San Fran
cisco, and ship them at once 00 board the Mail Steamer for the point
named, which arrangement, I am sure, will place them there within a rea
sonable time, and which I trust. will meet your views.

With a gratefnl sense of the flattering notice which yonr letter coo
tains, of our humhle efforts to be of service to the people of this territory,

I am, very truly,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed, ) JAMES ALDEN,
Commander U. S. Navy, commanding Steamer Active.

[No. 44.]
EXECLJII\ E Orne£, TERRITORY WASHINGTON,

Olympia, March 15, 1856. }
Capt. SAIlCEL S WAR'l"WOn ,

Commanding Koval F orces, Fuget Sound, Seattle:

Sm :-1 hare despatched my aid-de-cemp, Lt. Col. Crosbie, to con
fer with you in relation to a combined movement of the naval and mili
tary forces from Seattle.

I have selected Col. Crosbie for this duty in consequence of his
great familiarity with all por tions of the country, its geography, its In
dian tribes, and its people.

If an operatiou could go on from Seat tle- say a war expedition to
t.he lake, the establishment of a block house on that lake, and a good
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wagon road opened therefrom with Seattle, it would combine admirably
with the operations now going on from this quarter and from the Snoho
mish-would much circumscribe the country now occupied by the hostiles
-i-would furnish opportunities of striking immediate blows, and would
probably pave thc way for the final plow to end the war.

Yery respectfully,
Your most obedient,

(Signed, ) ISAAC I . STEV E KS,
Governor Territory Wasbington.

[No. 45 .]

U. S. STEAMER MASSACHUSE'ITS,

Harbor of Seattle, W. T., March 16, 1856. }
To His Excellency, ISAAC I . Srsvsxs,

Governor and Commander-in-Chief W. T. V. Forces:

SIR-Yonr letter of the 15th instant, was handed to me to-day by
Lieut. Col. Crosbie.

In reply, I would state that my instructions upon assuming the com
mand of the U . S. naval forces in P ugct Sound, direct me to act in con
cert with the military forces under Major General " '001, when the same
can be done within the Immediate vicinity of the Sound; but Dot to per
mit any portion of my command to go into the interior. If, however, I
were at liberty to co-operate with your volunteers in prosecuting the ex
pedition you have projected, it would he impracticable, as I understand
that the river from here to the lakes is not navigable for our boats, and
besides, when the volunteers leave this place, the inhabitants will be (~n

tirely dependent npou the naval forccs here in the event of an attack by
the hostile Indians.

1 am, sir, Tery respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed,) S. SWAR'l'WOUT,
Commanding U. S. Naval Forces, PngetS~
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tKo. 46.)
U. S. R El"ENUE Ct'Tl'ER J EFFERM N D AVIS,

Port Townsend, Murch 22d, 1806. }
J U ES TILro~, Esq.,

Adjntant General W. T. Y. Forces:

SIR :- IIaving received instructions to replace the battery belonging
to this vCllSCI lIS soon es possible, you will please send me the guns and
eccompeniments by your first opportnnity to Seat tle, eitber by tbe steamer
U Traveller, " or the schooner " R, B. Potter."

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
(Sigued,) W. C. PEASE,

Captain.

[N'o. 47.]
O FFICE A DJOTAlI."T GEXF.R-\r.. W. T. V OL.,

Olympia, lIlurcb 31st, 1856. }
Capt. W. C. P E.' SE,

Commanding U . S. Revenue Cutter (l Jefferson Davis:"

SIR:- YOur letter, dated ~Iureh 22d, Port Townsend, requesting a
return of the two cannon so promptly furnished the inhabitants of Olym
pia from yow' vessel IM t winter, Is received.

In reply I am instructed by the Goveruor end Commaader-in-Ohief
to state-

In vi ew of the condition of Indian affairs in the vicinity, the uncer
tain tenure by which the Chrlwlis, our near neighbors, are held to their
allegiance, and the fact of roving bands of the 'Yhitc river Indians hav
ing turned the flank of the forces about Port Slcuglncr ou the Muckle
shoot, and being now lurking in the forest skirting the prairies lying be
tween the Nesqually eud Skookum Chock-the confidence inspired in
our citizens with families residing here, and the dread the presence of the
canuou inspires the enemy with, all these facts, sir, constitute rnfficient
reason for retaining the ccunon just now, and urging J OIl to endeavor to
continue Jour active and useful crui-ings without them, or procure others
from the men-of-war now lying in the harbor of Seattle,

In the hope you will concur with 0.'" in the opinion that the public
service will be best served by having these cannon here, and you will add
to your former valuable and efficient servi ce to the people of the territory
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by acceding to the urgent desire of the
these formidable means of defence.

I am your obedient servant,
(Signed, )

[No. 48.J

inhabitants here to have them,

JAMES TILTON,
Adjutant General.

u. S. R. CunF.R uJF.FFF.RSON DAns, "
Seattle, W. '1'., April 2d, 1856. }

J AMES TILTON,

Adjutant General W. T. V. Forces :

SIR :- Y our letter of the 31st ultimo was duly received, and in re
ply I have respectfully to state that I transferred a portion of my battery
to the R evenue Cutter "Joseph Lane," bound to Oregon, when I was in
San Frenclsco, which now leaves me with only two guns.

There arc no guns on board any of the men-of-war now in port, that
will suit this vessel, except howitzers used for land and boat service, and
in cruising about the lower portion of the Sound, and in the vicinity of
Bellingham Bay. It is necessary, as you are aware, for this vessel to be
well armed, and the two guns you. now have, arc almost indispensable,
but, under the circumstances set for th in your letter, of course, I can
not ask that yon return them to me at present.

The request, independent of that of the Governor, is a sufficient jus
tificetion'for me to let them remain where they are.

I have only to ask that you will return them to me as soon as you
can do so with safety to the inhabitan ts of Olympia.

I bad much to contend against 3 t San Francisco, in consequence of
my having assisted in the present Indian war, notwithstanding my mind
was not changed, and I am now ready to do the same for the citizens of
this territory as I ever had, and if g ranting a little aid to the inhabitant s
in protecting them from the ruthless hand of the savage, with a govern
ment vessel, has become a crime, then let me go "whistling down the
wind." So long as I command this vessel, and (as I have asked to be
recalled, t he probability is that it will not be much longer) I am at the
service of the Governor of Washillgton territory, let what will come.

Allow me, sir, to express my admiration of his let ter to General
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W ool 1 He shows himself to be the man for the occaslon, and his letter
seems to me to he eqnalled only by that of W . J,. Marcy to Gen. Scott.

I have the honor to be, sir,
Very respectfully, your ob't serv't,

(Signed,) W. C. PEASE,
Captain U. S. Revenue Service.

[1\0. 49.J

U. S. REVENUE Correa J EFF ERSON DAVIS,

Seattle, W. '1'., March soe, 1856. }
His Excellency, I SAAC 1. ST EVESS,

Governor Washington Territory:

SIR :-1 have the pleasure to enclose to your Excellency a copy of
a letter addressed to me by the Secretary of the Trcasnry.

With sentiments of the highest respect,
Your obedient humble servant,

(Signed, ) W . C. PEASE,
Captain.

[No.50.J
EXECUTIVE OFFICE, WASHINGTON TERRITORY,

Olympia, March 30, 1856. }
Capt. SAMUEL SWARTWOUT,

Commanding Naval F orces in Puget Sound :

SIR :-1 received information last evening that the Indians on the
26th instant, attacked the Cascades. killed several persom:, drove all the
inhabitants either into the block bouse, or on ship-board, and tbat great
excitement prevails thronghout the Columbia valley. 'Ibe Cascades is
midway between V ancouver and the Dalles, and was held by a garrison
of ten men of the regular troops, I am apprehensive that this informa
t ion may have an unfavorable effect upon the Indians of the Sound who
have, throughout the war, remained unfriendly, and I have directed the
;Indian Agent, Col. Simmons, (0 make a tour of Inspection at the earliest
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practicable period. At this time your steamers, moving from point to
point on the Sound, will, in my judgment , have most influence to main
tain the existing friendly attitude of the I ndians on the reservations at
Bellingham Bay, on the western shore of the Sound, and on the straits of
De Fuca, and it may be indispensable to prevent their breaking
out.

I will ask you to send one of your steamers to Olympia, to take Col.
Simmons on board, and convey him to the several reservation!', to Belling
ham Bay, and down the straits De Fuca, as far as New Dungieese. I
will state that I consider the visiting of the t ribes by their agent on a na
tional vessel, to be important at this j uncture. Were not my whole ener
gies required here, I should visit the tribes myself.

If you cen comply with my request, I will thank you to send the
steamer to Olympia immediately.

W e are apprehensive that the hostile Indians are trying to turn our
flank at the head of the Sound, and that they may attack our settlements
from the Nisquelly to the Cowlitz. Every neighborhood is, however, se
cured by block-houses, and I have a volunteer mounted force, including
mounted quartermaster 's employees, of 180 men, ranging from the settled
portion of Pierce county to the Cowlitz. This force will be increased
some fifty men. Besides whicb, the volunteer force in the enemy's country
is, including Capt . Lander's company, about three hundred men.

Very truly, yours,
(Signed,) ISAAC I . STEVENS,

Governor W ashlngton Territory.

[No. 5!.)
EXECUTIVE O FFI CE, W ASHI NGTON T ERRITORY, }

Olympia, March 31st, 1856.

Capt. SAMUEL S WAlrrWOl j'T,

Commanding Naval Forces Pugct Round:
SIR :- 1 have appointed H. H aley, Esq., local egent of the Indians

of Seattle's tribe, in place of Dr. Maynard, resigned.
He is instructed, in the event that these I ndians show a hostile die

position, to call upon you for aid. They seem well disposed at the pres
eut time. I trust, however, in our present exigency, you will assist him.

I am, sir, ver)' respectfully,
Your most obedient ,

(Signed,) ISAAC I. STEVENS,
Governor and Superintendent, \V. T .
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[No. 52.]
U. S. S TF.X\[F.R II )h~SACIItSF:'M'S/ ' }

H arbor of Seat tle, W. '1'., Apri l l st, 1856.

His Excellency, I SA,\ c J. S n T E:"oIS,

Gover nor W ashing ton Territory, Olympia :

SIR :-lOur letters of the 30th ami 31st ultirnl!; were handed to me
last evening by :1IIr. H aley. ncforc the receipt of these letters, I bad
determined to despatch one of the vessels under my command upon a
cruise in II Fuca Strnita " and its vicinity, in order to suppress any hostile
movements that might he exhibited by the northern Indians. It is my
intention to keep the naval forces stationed here actively cruising in Pu
get Sound and Fuca Straits, as I am fnlly aware it will han the effect to
intimidate the hostile tribes, :l11l1 prevent those Iudiuus, who profess to be
friendly, from counnittiug depredations upon the whit e iuhnhitants. The
volunteers having gone Into the fi eld, I shell be compelled to keep OIlE}

vessel here, in order to garri-on and defend the town in tho event of an
attack by the hostile I ndians.

TIle revenue cutter .Icfferson Davis will roil very shortly for P ort
Townsend, to cruise in F uca Straits. 1 will most cheerfully comply with
your request, by aiding 11r. Haley as fur as I can compatibly with my
instruct ions, should the C:\ igN ;CJ occur to which you allude in your letter
of tbe :l1st ult imo.

Agreeably to your request. J have directed Lieut. Com'dg D. MC'"
Dougal to proceed to Olympia with the U. S. Steamer II J ohu Iluncock,"
under his command, ami take on board Col. Simmons, and carry him to
the severa l reservations, Ik-lliughutu Bay, and New Dunglncss,

I am, very re-pecttully, your obedient servant,
(Signed.) S. SWARTWOUT,

Commanding S aml F orces, I 'llget Souud.

[No. f.R.)
U. S. STEA)(F.R H :M ASSACJtrSF.ITS,"

IInrbor of Seattle, W . '1'., Apr il 20tb, 1856. }
H is Excellency, I SAAC I. STE\"EXS.

GOH"J1 lur nnd Super intendent I udiau Affairs, Olympia. :

S IR :-The enclosed letter from M r. IInley was received by me yCii
tcrday altcrnoou. Upon the receipt of it, I despatched the steamer
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II John Hancock," over to the Reservation. Two of the Indians com
plained of were taken, the other escaped before the U Hancock" arrived.
I have sent the two Indians brought by the U Hancock," ou board of the
U R. B. Potter," to be delivered into your custody.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
(Signed, ) S. SWARTWOUT,

Commanding U. S. Naval Force" Puget Sound.

[No. 54.)
EXECUTlVE OFFICE, Or.YMI'l A, W. T.,

April 26th, 1856. }
Capt. SAMUEL SWARTW"Olj'T,

Commanding Naval Forces, Puget Sound :
Sm :-1 have to return my acknowledgments for your promptly acce

ding to the request of Mr. Haley, to take from his reservation some bad
Indians, and for sending them to me at Olympia. They arrived last eve
ning in the II P otter,"

Mr. lIaley reports there are two other Indians who ought to be re
moved. -If your assistance is again asked for by him, I will rely upon
your furnishing it.

I am, sir, very respectfully,
Your most obedient servant,

(Signed,) ISAAC I. STEVENS,
Gov. Tcr. Wash.

[No. 55.J
EXECt"Tl'f"E OFFICE, OLYMPIA,

June 2d, 1856. }
Capt. SAMUEL SWARTWour,

Commanding Naval Forces, Pnget Sound:

SIR :-1 have to return my heartfelt acknowledgmeute fur your
promptitude iu despatching the" Hancock " to Holmes Harbor, and for

16
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advising me, through Captain H ewett, of the recent net of atrocity on
White river.

I am determined to apply the whole force at my disposal to bring to
punishment the infamous perpetrators of such crimes.

Orders go to Lleut. Denny to place his whole force at the disposal
of the civil authorities, to arrest the individuals suspected of the murders.

'l'hc U Hancock " probably did not leave Holme's Harbor till after
the urrlcul of Col. Simmons, and I have no question that the Colonel is
now at Seattle, cndearoriug to bring the murderers to justice.

I am, sir, with much respect,
Your obedient sen-ant,

(Sigued.) ISAAC I. STEVENS,
Gov. Wash. Ter.

[No. 56.]

Hu n Q.ARITe" W. T. V.,
W alla W alla Valley, W . T., August 31, 1856. }

Capt. S.\YCEL SWARTWOUT,

Commanding Naval F orces, I' ugct Sound :

SIR :-00 my departure from Olympia for the upper count ry, I neg
lected to write to you. 'rile fact was, I was obliged to work hard to
leave my business in proper shape, as I expected to be ubsent from fonr
to six wee ks. P revious to my leaving, 1 had u very satisfactory confer
ence with the I udiuns at the reservation Dear Steilacoom, where romp.
three hundred pen;oll~, just in from the war ground. wert> present, Gen.
Tilton will he able to give )"OU the particulars.

I find things in the upper country in as good u rendition as I ex
pected, The 1\e7. P crces nrc very friendly. TIle advance of them reached
my camp yesterday, and the whole nation will be here on Wcdnef',lay.
l.ly expresses have been among the t ribes 0 11 and ill the neighborhood uf
the Spokane the last five days, and Father R avalli, the superior of the
Cceur d'L cne Mission, and a gentleman of great worth und int elligence,
Is of the opinion that they and the hostiles in that quarter, will come to
the council, In about four days, I shall have definite information in re
lation to the parties who will be present at the council.

The ohjret of t he council is primarily to streng then Ihe friem];hi" of
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the tribes who have not joined the hostiles, and secondly, to give an op
portnnity to come in to such hostiles as are willing to submit to the j us
tice and mercy of the government.

It is DOt to be diguised, however, that there is much uneasiness in the
interior, and thnt~ excepting the l'ez I'erces, a little thing may precipi
tate all the remaining tri bes into war. I hare letters writ ten within the
last twenty-three days, from every chief of the friendly tribes to tho
northward, and bet wecu the main Columbia and the Bitter Root mount
ains, whick show this to be the case. I ha ve tellers from Owhi and his
roll, the terms of which are utterly inadmissable. T hese letters arc un
questionably the true dictations of the Indiana, as they nrc written by
Father Ravalli, in whose word I can place implicit confidence.

For these reasons-s-for t he reason that some little time must elapse
before the people of the Sound, and especially the discharged volunteers,
become satisfied of the friendly disposition of the Indians, and also, for
the reason that more time is yet required to thoroughly test the fealty o f
the Indiaus themselves, I trust that uo part of the naval forces in tho
Sound will be withdrawn for the present.

Your force here had th e moot happy effect in maintain ing the friendly
disposit ion of th e Indians on the Sound. It has been actively employed,
and the Indians have learned that either for their protection, or the pro
tection of the people of the Sound, it would be directed with energy and
skill.

I have again to return my thanks to you, to Capt. lIcDougall, in
command of the" J ohn II aueock, " your officers and men, for th e services
which th ey have rendered in maintaining the peace of the Sound.

V ery truly a nd respectfully,
Y our friend sud obedient servant,

(Signed,) I SA A C I. STEVENS,
Governor W ashington Territory,

[1'0. 57.]

u. S. STF.AMF.R U .llA~5ACHUSRTI'S,"

IIarhor of Seattle, W . T., Sept. 17th, 1856. }
To His Excellency, ISAAC I. STE\'E..~S,

Governor and S uperintendent I ndian .AffaiN, W . T .:

S ,R :-Your communication from \Valla W alla valley dared A ugust
31st, reached me yesterday. Please accep t my t hanks for the valuable
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information it contains in relation to the present state of Indian affairs in
this territory, and permit me to tender to you the sincere aeknowled g
menta of all on board, rOi the complimentary manner with which you have
adverted to our services on this station, in the suppression of Imilan hos
tilities and protection of the white inhabitants.

I have forwarded a copy of your letter to tbe Navy D epartment
believing tbat the IIon. Seeretary of tbe Navy will be not only gratified,
but edified with the perusal of its interesting contents.

I had ordered the II Hancock " to San Francisco before the receipt
of your letter, as her services were required there, and her furnaces and
flues needed extensive repairs, and besides I did not feel myself j ustified,
neither would I have been sustained by the Navy Department, in detain
iug her here, subject to heavy expenses, after the war had terminated, and
with it the exigency under which she had been fi tted out .

In a lett er to tbe Navy Department, dat ed August 10tb, sent by the
U Hancock," I submitted to the Honorable Secretary of the Kavy, the
propriety of keeping a vessel of war on this station, for at least several
months after the war had terminated, o.r until affa irs should become per
fect ly tranquil, and confidence restored j and in my let ter to the Depart
ment, of yesterday's date, enclosing a copy of yours, I reiterated thi s sug
gestion as a judicious and precautionary measure.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant ,
(Signed,) SAMUEl, SWAR'l'WOUT,

Commander.

[No. 58.]
U. S. STEA.'fER II M ASSACHUSETrS,

Port Gamble) W. T., Nov. 23d, 1856. }
His Excellency, I SAAC I. SrEvEKs,

Governor and Sup't Indian Affairs, Olympia, W. T. :

SIR ;-Having received information from Lieut. Col. Casey on the
evening of the 18th inst., that a large patty of northern Indians were
committing depredations up the Sound, in the vieinity of Steilacoom, I
got under way on the morning of the 19th inst. , and proceeded to Steila
coom R eservation and Swan's Logging Camp, in H enderson's Bay, where
I fonnd that tbe Indians alluded to bad been recently committ ing depre
dations at bot h of these places, and at the reservations they had a fight
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with the Sound Indians, in which two of the northern Indians were killed,
and OTIe of their canoes captured. Ascertaining that the northern Iudi
ans had left H enderson's Bay the day before we arrived, on their way
down the Sound, I proceeded with all despatch in pursui t of them, and
was informed the same evening that they had been.committing depreda
tions at P ort Madison, but had left there, going down the Sound. I
therefore passed Port Madison and proceeded to Port Gamble, where I
irrived on the afternoon of the 20th iust., and found the nor thern I ndians
-ncamped in large force.

Soon after anchoring, I despatched two boats containining eighteen
' 18) armed men, including an interpreter, under the command of Lieut.
Young, with orders to have a friendly talk with them, and endeavor to pre
..ail upon them to leave the Sound peaceably, in tow of this vessel for
Victoria, Vancouver's I sland. I also directed him to say to them that I

vished t wo or three of their chiefs to come on board and have a friendly
.alk with me, promising to forgive them for all the depredations they had
committed, provided they would comply with my demands, and not return
to the Sonnd any more.

'I'he Indians came down to the Leach close t o the boats in large force,
armed, and in a menacing manner, threatened t o shoot anyone who

landed, treating my propositions with contempt and ridicule, shaking their

fists at the officers and, men in the boats, and daring them t o come on
shore and fight them.

A s Lieut . Y oung had positive orders from me not to land, or come
in collision with the Indians, but t o endeavor to prevail upon them t o
leave the Sound by observ ing forbearance and conciliation, finding this
course unavailing, be returned on board. I immediately fitted out a
larger expedition, consist ing of the launch with a howitzer, and two cut
ters, the whole force being composed of about forty-five ( 45 ) wen, armed,
with an interpreter from P ort Gamble, under the command of L ieutenent
Young, with orders to communicate with these Indians again, by sending
the interpreter in adva nce with a flag of truce, and to make the same de
mands, observing a conciliatory course towards thew, and t o return t o the
ship without landing or molesting them, in case they should. st ill r efuse to
comply with the demands. I also directed the interpreter to say t o them
that I had a large force under my command which it would be impossible
for them to resist, and t o prevaU upon them by every persuasion in his
power, to ' yield to my demands, and not compel me to resor t to compul
sory measures in order to remove them from the Sound, promising again
to forgive them for all the depredations they had committed, provided

they would leave the Sound peaceably.
They refused most positively t o accede to my propositions, saying
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they would go as soon as they got rendy, hut not with me, and if possible,
t reated Lieutenant Young ill. a u.orc insulting and threa tening manner
than when he fi rst lauded there. He therefore returned on board, again

failing to accomplish nlll' thing. .F iutliug a temporizing course no longer
available, and it being now dark, I determined in the morning to make
preparations for all. uttnek, for which purpose I removed the ship as close
as possible to their encampment, about six hundred yards distant , and
abreast of it-keeping her broadside to bear upon it by spr ings upon the
cable, and at seven o'clock the uvxt mornlug, I despatched Lieutenant
Semmes, in the first cutter, to the steamer II Traveller, " (which vessel,
with the launch under the command of Lieut . F orrest, both having field
pieces on hoard, had been anchored the lIi~Lt before above the I ndians'
encampment, so that their gUll s had n raking fi re upon it) with orders to
communicate with the Indians again, through a flag of truce, and reiter
ate the demands which had been twice made upon them, and to point out
to them our preparat ions, and the foil}' 0 11 their part to make any further
resistance, Lut, if the}' still persisted in refusing to comply with my propo
sitious, I would be compelled, yery reluctantly, to resort to force. After
the interpreter had bceu connnucleatlng with them some twenty minutes,
L ieutenant Semmes landed with u force of twenty-nine sailors and rna
rincs, acco mpanied by Lieutenant Forrest and ~Jr. Fendall, commander's
clerk, in order to charge them should it become necessary. The disem
barkation was successfully effected, although it was blowing very fresh at
the time from the northward and we-award, with a beavy swell OIl, they
were obliged to wade up to their waists ill the water, and carry the boat
howitzer in their arms.

After forming the part.)' Oil the bench, Lieut. Semmes advanced alone
to where the interpreter was h~l\· i ll~ a tulk with several of tho chiefs, and
del ivered Illy message to them through tile interpreter. TIleYmade some
trivial objections about acc cdlug to it, showing a great deal of defiance
in their manner, and those who were unarmed, finned theiasclrcs Imine
dintcly-c-commeuccd carrying their goods to the woods, dancing a war
dance, and making every preparation for fight. I had directed Lieutenant
Semmes to endeavor if possible to bring them to terms without baring a
reuconnter, and it wua the impression of every body here that they would
hold out no longer when they saw the forruidable preparations we had
made.

It was not until after every argument had failed to convince them of
the folly of any further resistance, uud they had taken positions behind
Jogs and trees with their guns pointed towards our party on the beach in
,a hostile manner, that the order was given to fi re tbe field pieces from tbe
I' Traveller, " and it appears that this fire and that from the Indians were
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simultaneous-many of onr party thinking the Indians fired firs t. A s
soon as the firing commenced I gave orders to direct the battery of t his
chip towards the encampment of the Indians, and that part of the woods
where t hey appeared to he concealed, and to fire upon t hetn with round
shot and b"1'ape, which appeared to do great execution. Under the COfer

of our guns, tbe field piece on board of the If Traveller, " in command of

acting master's mute Cummings, and the boat howitzer on the Leach, in
charge of Mr. Fendell, Lieutenant Bhumcs, and Forest, with a party of
twenty-nine sailors and marines, made a very gallant charge upon the In
dians, dri ving them from their encampment into the woods, and were ably
supported by the howitzers.

All who were engaged in this charge behared with the coolness of
veterans. 'I'he encampment was situated at the base of a high, and very
steep hill , upon which the trees aud underbrush were 50 very thick, and
there was so much fallen t imber upon the ground as to render it almost
impassable except for savages.

After setting fire to their huts, destroying their property, amounting
to several thousands of dollars, and disabling all but one of their canoes,
(which were hauled ncar to their encampment,) Lieutenant Semmes,
agreeably to my orders, returned with all his party in the " Trar eller "
and boats alongside this ship, having held possession of the encampment
from about twenty minutes past soren until ten A. :M.

The Indians fought with desperate (~ourage and determinntion, and
worthy of a better cause.

During the whole day a fire WaR kept up from this vessel UpOIl the
Indians whenever they were seen in the woods, and with great execution.

I regret to state that early in the engagement one of my best men
was killed, and another wounded in the left hand. These were the only
casualties on our side, althongh several of the officers and men attached
to the shore party were struck by ~ 1 1I~""S , which glanced off from their pis
tols and bowie knives with little or Ill) IIIj ury to their pe rsons.

Lieutenant Young, I am sorry tn ~ay, was disabled the night previ
ous to the fight from a fall in the launch. Lieutenant Fairfax, although
on the sick list, being aware of the ~ 1I .ll ll lllnnlwr of officers On duty, lOry
promptly offered his services, which J found invaluable from the able man
ner in which he conducted opera tions all board this ship, especial ly as I
was absent part of the time in a boat supervising the dctacbmeuts ashore,
and on board the II Traveller. "

'l'he weather having- moderated, and the sea becoming smoother in
the afternoon, I despatched Lieut. Semmes, third assistant engineer Hind,
Mr. Pendell, and acting master's mate Moore, with a. party of thirty
seven sailors and marines on shore to destroy the good canoe which they
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left in the morning, and see that the others were rendered unseaworthy,
in order to prevent the Indians from leaving here during the night . This
duty was performed in a gallant manner, and I am happy to say, without
the loss of n single man, although during the whole time they were sub
j ected to a heavy fire from the enemy.

During both of these shore attacks a constant and very effective fire
was kept up from the battery of this ship and the flcld pieces on board of
the II Traveller. " On the afternoon of the fight, I sent a squaw who had
been taken prisoner to the Indian!', offering to forgive them if they would
surrender, go with me to Victoria, and from thence proceed to their
homes and never return again to the Sound. Jn reply, they sent me a
message of defiance, saying they would fight as long as there was a man
of them alive.

On the morning of the 22d inst ., I received a message from the In
dians sueing for pence, and shortly afte rwards I was visited by two of
their principal chiefs, who surrendered unconditionally, and begged for
mercy in a most humble and suppliant manner.

They informed me when the fight commenced they had one hundred
and seventeen ( 11 7) men, exclusive of the squaws and boys : that there
had been twenty-seven killed, one chief wounded in the thigh, and a num
ber missing, whom they presumed were wounded in the wood:". Th ey said
they were in a deplorable condition, Laving lost all t heir property, and
that they bad little or nothing to eat for the last forty-eight hours.

I furnished them with provisions, and promised to let them off with
out furth er chastisement provided th ey would go in this ship to Victoria
and never return again to the Sound. This they promised most faithfully
to do.

I shall receive them all on board to-day, and proceed with them im
mediately to Victoria.

Our whole available force, including officers, during this engagement,
amounted to ninety-six, forty-one of which we detailed for the shore party
aud steamer " Traveller." The remaining fifty-five were left on board
this ship for the purpose of work ing her battery. The mnjority were
composed of officers, officer's attendants and boys.

The following officers, Lieut. Fairfax, fi rst assistant engineer Patter
son, civil engineer Sutton, acting gunner Mc.s.lpine, acting boatswain Ty
ler, acting carpenter B erry, acting master 's mate H oward, Mr. Slater,
pilot" and part of the time third assistant engineer Rind, and acting
master's mate :Moore, were on board of this ship, who, together with the
crew, performed the duties devolving upon them in a most praiseworthy
manner.
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A s so much gallantry and zeal was displayed by the ollieers and
crew engaged in this fight, it would be invidious for me to par ticulurlze
any further.

The above statement is in substance Illy report to the Navy Depart
ment, which I have concluded to forward to you, presuming it would be
interesting.

I am satisfied the northern Indians after this Revere chastisement,
will not villit the Sound again, especially if the Inhabitant s hold out no
inducements by offering them employment, and it wonld donhtless be ad
riseble to prevail UPOll the legisla ture to enact a Inw making it a penaI
offence for any white inhabitant oC the Sound to harbor or employ any of
the northern I ndians.

I am, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed,) S. SW ..1ItT W OUT,
Commander.

P. S.-November 24th.- The total loss of killed and wounded on
the part of the Indians is now ascertained to be twenty-seven killed and
twenty-one wounded, among the lat ter ono of thei r chiefs. This great
mortality is doubtless owing to the coolness of the officers, sailors and
marines, their deliberate aim and accuracy of fire in discharging the great
guns, howitze rs and small arms, which has been attained from frequent
drilling and target practice. The sailors and marin es who composed the
shore party fired their pieces with deliberate aim and great coolness, and
loaded them whilst charging, without stopping. Great credit ill due to
Lieutenant Young and Sergeant Quinlaw, under whose instructions these
sailors and marines hare been drilled.

Our loss wonld hare heen more had not th e charging party been so
ably protected by the battery from this ship and tho howitzers. The shot
and shell were thrown from these guns with surprising accuracy.

. I have now eighty-seven of these Indians on board. As soon as the
remainder of them come on board I will proceed to Victoria, land thr ill
there, and see that they are sent to theirown country.

The above statement is in substance my report to the K avy Depart
ment, which 1 have concluded to forward to yon, presuming it would be
interesting.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
(Signed, ) S . SWAR T WOUT,

Commanding U. S. Navel Force s, Pugct Sound.

17
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[N". 5~. 1

H EAD ( I t:'ARTERS, DEP.lRDIENT or THE PACIFIC, }
Bcnlcle , September 18, 1855.

His ExCE1-J.EN'CYI

T n l; G OYEp..'iOR OF WASBlXGTOX TERRrroRY, Olympia :-

Sm :-1 have the honor to acknowledge thc receipt of your letter of
Angust 24th, and 30th, enclosing petitions from citizens of "rashington
Territory, for the establishment of u military post au or near Bellingham
nay.

The recommemlation contained in your letters has been anticipated,
in so far that it is the intention to establish a military post on Bellingham
Bay as soon as prnctlcuble, and for tlrnt purpose a reconnaissance hns
been made under my orders by Capt, Stoneman and Lient. \Vhitillg. The
troops expected to reinforce the companies in this department not arriving
in season, the building of the post is necessarily postponed nntil next
spring or summer,

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
(Signed, ) JOHN E. woor,

Major General.

[No. 60.]
E:n::':CIIIl'E OFFl CJ.~ , W ASHINGTON TERRITORY,

Olympia, Oct. 20, 1855. }
Gen. Jons E. WOOL,

Commanding P acific Division U. S. .A., Benicia, Cal..

SIR :- Owing to tile pressing necessity for ammunition to supply the
force, regular and volunteer, in this territory during the present Indian
war, I have the honor to request that powder and ball be sent to the va
rious military posts here to furnish cartridges for the quota of anus due
W BIJrington territory, and which 1 am advised by the chief of the Ord
D8IlCC Department a t W ushington City, have be en ortlered from the arse
nal at Benicia, Califoruia, to Olympia, " '. T.

The office rs commanding- Forts Vancouver and Steilacoom have ta
kcn the field with aU the disposable regular force, strengthened by aU the
volunteers which safety to the settlements UpOIl the Columbia rlver and
l)n¥,~l Senad wil l wurraut .
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As the enemy number aLout t wo thousand fighting men now in arms,
and success may cause the tribes west of the Cascade mountains to join
the Yakima and other tribes now at war, I respectfully suggest that as
many troops as can be spared from California be sent to Fort Vaneover,
the Dalles and Fort Steilacoom.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
Your most ob't. servant,

(Signed,) C. H. MASON,
Aeting Gorerner W. T.

[No. 61.)
CoUN CIL GROUND, C AYP STEVENS, }

Walia Walla Valley, W. T., May 22d, 1855.

Major General J ORN E. WOOL,
Commanding Pacific Division, Vancouver, W. T.:

SIR:-1 feel it my dnty to call your attention to the nrgent necessity
of establishing the greeter portion of the teoops now stat ioned on the
Columbia river, at or near this place, and to express the opinion that as
regards the Indian service, depots only are required at Vancouver and the
DalleB.

Its position to overcome hostile Indians, and to protect the several
immigrant routes is remarkably central. It is in direct connection with
the great South Pass immigrant trail, and with all the northern routes ex
plored by me from the sources of the Missouri. l toads run to the Nez
Perces conntry, to the Yakima country, and via the Cascades to the
Sonnd and to Colville. It is the central point of Indians within two to
three hundred miles-tbe Yakimas, the Clickatats, the Piscbous, the
Okiuekaaes, the Walla Wallns, the I ndians of the Walla Walla to the
Dalles, the Cayuses, the Pelouses, tbe Spokanes, the Colville Indians, tbe
Ccenr d'Alcocsr the Nez Perces, and the Snakes, numbering some nine
thonsand. No force is required at the Dalles for protection aguinst the
Indians in that neigbborhood. A guard here would have the etrect of n
garrison at the Dalles for the Indians in that quarter, The Indians, how
ever, are generally friendly, except tbe Cayuses and tbe Snakes. The
Cayuses have been so disorderly since measures have been taken to call
the neighboring tribes into Council to purchase their lands and place them
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0 11 reservatio..s that t he settlers have been put in jeopnrdy, nnd sub
agent Palmer, of Oregon, and myself have made a requisition on Major
Haines to send n military force to this plnce to be present at the council,
:t requisition with which he bas promptly complied. Our camp is in the
heart of the country claimed by the Caynscs. The Snakes havo been
unusually insolent of late, having seized cattle within the past few weeks
at the very gates of F ort Boise, and their insolence has incited the Cay
uses to assume u tone of defiance towards the settlers and the authorities.
The S nukes ought to be summarily punished for t he outrages of the past
l ear.

A post a t this place to be effective, should consist mainly of cavalry,
and should be garrisoned by a force large enough to fnrnish moveable
co lumns for the protection of the immigrant trails during the season of
immigration. A wagon road is to be built by authority of congress from
Fort Benton ncar the great Fulls of the Missouri, to this valley, which
will open an immigrant route from the states bordering the great lakes.
The moveable columns, besides protecting the trails, might be called on
to furnish one or two small detachments, to occupy under canvass, tempo
rnry stations at the Grand Round und Fort Boise, where Indians at cer..
talu seasons resort in great numbers for the purpose of trade,

I am aware that the force at J our disposal is inadequate to accom
plish all that is desired. But I will respectfully urge that such force as
lOUhave at yonr dlsposal will be most effectual at this point.

This valley affords great facilit ies for the maintainanoe of a military
post. I nexhaust ible b'1'nSS, summer Dud winter, abundance of timber and
fuel, beef for a large force through the year ; already set tlers enough in

the vicinity 10 furnish vegetables; lauds adapted to the cereala and to
grass, to fnrnish bread and forage after the first ycar . There is an admi
rable site for a J>OE't ncar the saw mill of Whitman's Misrion. I am seven
miles above the site now occupied by Bumford, Brooks, & Noble.

A s yon are now in the conntry, I will urge that J Ou visit this valley,
and judge from yonr own observation and investigation of ita character
as a military centre of operations. It can he supplied hy wagon trains
through nearly t he entire year from the Dalles. The experience of the
Cayuse war, in connection with the outrages of th e Snakes of t he past
year, and the present insolent deportment of beth bas impressed me with
the conviction that unless some step of the kind I have indicated is taken,
a contingency may arise which will involve the country in even greater
expenditures than that for which congress has recently made eppropriationa

Very respectfully, your obedient servant ,
(Signed,) ISAAC 1. ST E VE NS,

Governor aud Superintendent, W. T.
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[No. 62.)

H EAD Q UAltTE1t!', C AMP W. T. V OLUNTEERS, }
Wulla Walla Yulley, W . T ., Dec. 28, 1855.

Major General J OfiN ]~ . WOOl..,
Commanding Pacific Division, Vancouver, W. T.:

SIR :-1 reached this point some thirty miles to the eastward of F ort
Walla Walla, on the Columbia, on t he 20th instant. W. have had ex
traordinary success in our long march from the waters of the Missouri,
and I trust that the conferences with the Indian tribes on my way will
have some effect in preventing tribes Il OW peaceable from becoming hos
tile.

A very important rcsnlt has been gained by t he operations of the
volunteer forces in this valle)'. T he Cayuses. W alla Wallas, Umatillas,
the Tye, Deschutes and a portion of the P alouse Indians, numbering
lrom five to six hundred warriors, have been defeated and driven across
the Snake river. They nre now scattered along the north bank of the
Snake, from its mouth to the Nez P erces country, and the bulk of them
arc believed to be in camp in the first wood on the Palouse river. From
the best information I can gain, I am of opinion that not more than five to
six huudred Indians participated in t he fight. These Indians are in con
stant communication with the Yakimas under Kara-y-a-kin, and I have
reports that he is medita ting an attack wi th these combined forces upon
the troops in the valley. These reports I do not credit. I am of opin
ion that tbe Indians desire the war to be put off t ill spring, in the hopes
that their numbers may be augmented by the Spokaacs, Okinakanes, Col
villes, Ceaur d'Allaines, and the tribes north of the line, and in esse of de-
feat, of having the means of retreat to the north, and across the mount
ains eastward to the buffalo conntry.

The Cceur d'Allaines, Spckanes, Colvillcs, and Okinakanes, number
about twenty-one hundred souls, and some four to five hundred warriors,
only a portion nrmcd with guns. The three former tribes, numbering
about seventeen hundred, I called into council ou the Spokane curly thia
month, und hnve received from them the most unqualified assurances that
they would reject all the overtures of the hostile tribes, and maintain .re
lations of friendship with the government, bnt they have been very much
shaken by the efforts made to involve them in the war, and if operations
are suspended till spring, there would be great danger that they would
then be met in arms.

The Nez Perces are staunch and entirely reliable. Some seventy of
their warriors well armed, accompanied me from their OW11 country all
the way to my camp. I crossed the mountains with twenty-five men, anq
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by accessious from the miners and citizens who had fled tor protection to
the Nez P erces country, and from other sources, we had a force of volun
teers organized in two companies, and numbering in nil fifty-two men.

The volunteers of Oregon in this valley number about four hundred
men.

I am of opinion that all the tribes from the Dulles to the Nez Per
ces country, and from the Blue Mountains to the Spokenes, were in erma
against the government-have not over twelve hundred males, and that
they cannot bring into the field more than one thousand effective men.
My sources of information nrc good, and I write ,vi th confidence. The
hostile tribes, throwlug out bands known to be friendly and in charge of
local agents, do not number quite five thousand souls.

Ou reaching this point I exceedingly regretted to learn that the Ye
kima country had beea abandoned. In my opinion it could have been
held by two hundred men, and have been supplied by W alla Walla.
There is a good r oad from Walla W alla to the Yakima mission. The
distance is about ninety miles j little or no snow Joys on t he ground for
more than two-thirds the distance, and at the imssion snow is seldom
more than six inches deep.

The whole valley is remarkably favorable for winter operations i
grass and wood abundant, and th ere are various streams of excellent wa
ter. The snow lays on the ground but a short time, and then but a few
inches deep, and scarcely interfering with the grazing of animals.

On the Snake, the Palouse and its tributari es, the grass is also good,
and there is R large quantity of pine. Th e pine on the P alouse is found
eighteen miles from its mouth. From the Palouse to the Columbia, north
of the Snake, the count ry is not so favorable. There is not much wood,
nor much running water, and the grass is of an infer ior quality. There
is nothing but drift wood on the Columbia t ill you reach the mouth of
the "renatchepan, where the pine commences.

From the mouth of the Palouse, and from t he several crossings
above, there is no difficulty in moving to the Spokane country all through
the winter. 'The grass is uniformly good. There is abundant pine on the
Spokane, and there will be wood for fires at all the intermediate camps
on th e ronte. The information here given of the country, is mainly the
resul t of personal examinations. I can vouch for the accuracy of it all.

I send you a map of the country from the Cascades to the Bitter
R oot mountains, showing the Indian tribes, their numbers, their warriors,
the points these hostiles are now believed to occupy ; the several routes
for the movement of troops from each ; the several crossings of the Snake
.river~ and the winter snow lim Over which the Indians cannot cross when
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pursued by troop", and tbe Iiae within wbicb troop" can operate all
throngb the winter.

I will respectfnlly recommend that yon will urge forward your prep
arations with all possible despatch, Get all yonr disposable force in this
Talley in all of Jannary : establish a large depot camp here: occupy Fort
Walla Walla and the Yakima country, and be ready early in Febrnaryto
take the field.

February is generally a mild and open month. February and March
are the favorable months for operstiooa : all the mountain pll8SCS are
stopped: the Indians are destitnte of food: the rivers are easy to ct'08S.

In April the Indians can retreat in the Pend d'Oreille ronte to the east
ward of the monntains. In May tbe Ceur d'Alleines route is also open.
The streams are swollen and the salmon begins to run, In June rontes
are abundant, and the streams most difficult to cross. If operations be
vigorously prosecuted in February and March there is little probability
of any of tbe tribes now peaceable taking part in the war. This is the
conclusion to which I am bronght by the recent connell held by me with
Indian tribes on the Spokane.

I do not entertain tbe idea that all operation. can be brougbt to a
close in these two months. The 8trength of the combination can, bow
eTer, be broken, bnt the country should be held all throngh the ensuing
y_.

A8 to trampertation, I would urge that a line of barges be estab
lished on the Colombia. That supplies be hauled in wagons from the
Dalles to the month of the Deschutes, and tbence by water to Fort Walla
Walla: thence to the Yakima country, (tbe mission) to tbe crossing at
the mouth of the Palouse, and to any point which may be selected in
this Talley 88 a depot camp, suppliescan be hauled in wagons. The reeds
are all good. .

When operations are extended to the north of the Snake, and the
north bank i8 held, a new depot camp can be established, and the water
line extended. .

The Hudson's Bay barge should be adopted, only be increased in
size. The barge most commonly in use carries six thousand pounds, and
requires seven men. Bnt the great difficulty in the river is at the fall. at
the month of the Deschutes river, which is avoided by hanling in Wngo08

to above tlnit point. A barge could he constructed which would carry
twelve thousand pounds, require eight men, and make two round trips a
month from the Deschutes to Fort Walla Walla. Bcppliee for five hnndred
men, say four pounds perday, inclnding clothing, ammunition, &c., andfor
age forfive hundred animals,say twelvepoundsto each animal per day,woold
require ten of these burges, eighty men, aad abont one hundred three

•
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yoke ox teams, running from the Dalles to the Deschutes, An ox team
conld not make more than three ronnd trips from the Dal les to Fort Wal
le Walla in two months, and this would be more than ought reasonably
to he expected. To transport tho above amount of supplies and forage
in wagons would require one hundred ox teams and one hundred men.
Unless foraged on the road, oxen, after making one round trip, must have
rest, and a large number of spare oxen must be at hand at hoth ends of
tho line to keep the teams eonstantly in motion. It will probably be very
diflicnlt to get early into the field so large a train. A pack train will be
still more expensive; it will be wanted in edvence. Supplics,in my judg
ment, will mostly have to be transported from the depot in this valley by

pack trains.
The Hndson's Bay people at F ort Yancouver can put their hands ou

the men who understand making these barges. I estimate that five barges
could be bnilt at Portland, and be in readiness for the loads at the mouth
of the Deschutes in twenty days, and five more in thirty days. It is a,
small matter to make them.

I derive my information in regard to the barges frmn Mr. Sinclair, of
the Hudson's Bay Company, a gentleman of sound judgment and large
experience, and most familiarly known to all the citizens of the Columbia
valley.

I believe it is practicable to rnn stern wheel steamers from the mouth
of the Deschutes to above Walla Walla, and as far as the Priest's rap
ids. But time will be required to get a suitable one on the route, and to

establish wood yards. There is nothing but drift wuod in the immediate
banks of the Columbia below the mouth of the Wenatehepan. I wonld
respectfully urge, however, that your early attention be given to this
matter.

The plan of campaign which occurs to me as possible, is as follows:
occupy the Walla Walla valley in J anuary: establish a large depot camp

on the Toucbet: hold Fort Walla W alla: get up supplies by a line of
barges on the Columbia: have an advance post on the Tucanan, and
pickets at the crossings of the Palouse, and opposite the bend of the

Tucanan. This disposition of the troops will make yon master of the
Walla Walla valley, give you control of the crossings of the Snake, and
enable you to get information of the enemy. In F ebruary, cross the
Snake: attack the enemy on the Palouse : establish a depot camp at the
first wood: occupy the forke of the Snake: establish the line of barges
up the Snake to the mouth of the Palouse, and push forward a column
to the Okinakin.

These operations will probably drive all the host ile Indians into the
Yakima country, west of the Columbia river, wheu, move over the Co-
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lumbia : cross into the Yakima country and put the cnemy to his I.., t
battle. He canDot cross. the mountains till May, and all the troops left
behind at Fort Walla Walla, and at dcpot camp', except indispensable
guards, marching up seasonably from Fort Walla Walla by the linc of
the Yakima river, would, with the movements of the column from north
of the Snake, drive him into 8. canyon, from whence he could not easily
escape.

Therc will be no difficnlty whatever, in making the crossing of the
Snake. To the upper crossings canoes could be brought from the Nez
Perces country; For the Palouse country, with a few tools, boats could
be mode in a few days on the T ouchet, and be transported thither ou
wheels. My India rubber boats for the Indian service were unfortunately
cut to pieoes hy tbe Indians at Fort Walla w cllu. During the winter
months the streams are low.

The question occurs- ...I s this plan compatible with the force at your
command?

In my judgment three to four hundred effective troops will signally
defeat any force ' which the enemy could bring together from the tribes
now hostile. In my piau of operations, at Fort W .lla Walla, at the de
pot camp of the valley, and to hold the river crossings, two hundred meu
would be required, If a smaller force were left it might t empt the Y a
kimas unlicr Kandakin to mqve rapidly into his own country, if not al
ready there, cross the Columbia, below the mouth of the Touchet, steal
all the animals) and break up the communication. If very much reduced,
he ndght successfully attempt an attack npon the troops. With two hun
dred men, 1110 not think he would attempt any thing ou this side of the
Columbia. The barges, in brigades of five each, manned by forty meu,
I do not think, with a small force on the U matilla, would be in danger of
attack. They could destroy all thc canoes, and take from the enemy the
means of crossing the river below Walla Walla.

In the advance movement onthe Palouse, there should be five hun
dred men. This whole force will be disposable for the first blow on the
Palouse. Two hundred men will hold the line of the Suake, and three
hundred will be left for the advance movement on the Columbia below
Ok' . •.,.maam.

When the enemy is driven into the Yakima country, from the depot
camps north and south of the Snake, a strong column can be thrown
across the Colmnbia at the mouth of the Snake, say two hundred men,
which, with one hundred and fifty from the columu moving towards Okin
akin, will give five hundred and fifty men. I would advise that one hun

dred and fifty men of that coluum be left to cut off retreat in any attempt
to cross the river.

18
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10 the plan of the campaign, the troops are interspersed between
the hostile tribes aud the friendly oucs, and they urc brought to a firm
stand, where there is scarcely a probability of escape . If the Yakima
country were held slmultnucously with this valley and with operat ions
upon the P alouse, it might drive the enemy upon the Spokane, and thus
cause them to embark on the river. 'The holding of the Yakima country
would, however, effectually protect the line of the Columbia, and render
it unnecessary to leave 1'0 large a force in this valley. But this plan
would require more troops than the other.

By the Walla Walla valley, in these papers, I mean the whole coun 
try in the re-entering of the Sn ake.

With a small post on the Umatilla, and the troops required at the
Dalles, eight hundred effective men will be required. Making allow
unces for the sick list and for casualties, one thousand men should be in
the field. There ere here, or are on their way, five hundred volunteers
from Oregon. I hear that you have, or will soon have, five to six bun
dred regulars. The volunteers with me have been mustered into the serv
icc of the territory for a specific duty, and will be discharged when I go
down to the Dalles. all the Spokane I was eblc to learn nothing of the
plans of the campaign, and only knew that Kamiakin, with all his forces,
was believed to be on the Spokane side of the Columbia river, and that
the Cayuses and 'Valla WalhU5 were assembled, some six hundred warriors,
in the Walla Walla valley. I expected nt that time to be obliged to
force my way through this body with my small force of less, at that t ime,
than eighty men, aided by the Nez P crces, to the Dalles. The Nez
P crces chiefs who accompanied rue from the Blackfoot council, tendered
to me the services of one hundred and fifty flighting men of the uutlou,
and it Wag not till 1 had been some lime with them in Council in their
own country making the necessary urmngrmcnts, that I learned of the
defeat of these tribes, and that the road wa s opened. I took with mel
however, seventy !\ez Percc-, well armed.. besides young men lo herd and
g-uard onr animel.. ,

Ulympia, w. T ., J uu. 29, 185ti

The ahoH' was writ ten to IJt despatched by an express to you at
Vancouver. I concluded. however, to come in person, and reached
V'ancouver the day you departed from Portland to Sun F rancisco.

I have, since Ill) return, carefully examined the condition of aU'air,
on the Sound - hare visited nearly CVC IT point, and informed myself thor
oughly of our necessities.

We arc now f€'cdine- four thousand Indian- 0 11 the bound alone .A
band of hostiles numbering from two to four hundred. arc in the ticld
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T he whole eouutry is exposed to attacks from them- and the northern III
dians.

All our people are Ih.. illg in block-houses. The town of Seattle wns
attacked on the 26th instant, und tbe families compelled to go on shill
board. The wbole of King connty has been deserted, and the inhabit
an ts driven within the lme of defenses of the town of Seattle. We need
at least six hundred troops to cope with the enemy, and the \mr will, J
fear, from tbe nature of the country, be a protracted one.

In conclnsion, it is due to frankness, tbat I should state thnt 1 have
determined to submit to the department the course taken hy the military
antborities in dishanding the troops raised in the territory of W w;hingtnn
for my relief. No effort was made , although the facts were presented
both to Mnj or General W ool and .Major Raines, to send me assistnuce.
The regular -troops were all withdrawn into garrison, and I was left to
make my way, the best I could, through tri bes known to be hostile. I t
remains to be seen whether the commissioner, selected by the President
to make treaties with Indians in the interior of the continent, is to be ig
nored, and his aarety left to chance.

I bad no fear of my own safety, bnt the facts ia the settlements did
not war rant such belief. I simply, with fifty odd men, and one hundred
and fifty Nez Perees, would bave been compelled to fight six hnndred Iu
dians in the Walla W alla valley, had it not been for the operations of the
Oregon volunteers.

I am, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed,) ISAAC I. STEVENS,
Governor and Superintendent Indian A ffairs, W . T.

N. B.- The map is not quite ready. I will send it to the post at
Vancouver.

[No. 63.J

HEAD Q t:A.RTERS, DEMI'T. OF THE PACIFIC,
Benicia, California, 12th February, 1856. }

To His Excellency, I SAAC I. STEVEN S,

Governor of W Mhington Territory :

S18 :- 1 received your commnnication of the 23d of December, and
29th J annary, 1856, on the 6th instant, bnt too late to reply to it by the
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r,cturll steamer. For the information which it imparts Jon hare my
thanks. " ·hen yen know my instructions to Colonel Wright of the 9th
infnntrj- at Vanconvcr, you will discover that man)' of your suggestion."
hnve be en anticipated. JII presenting, however, your plan of campaign,
which is n. very extended 0 111', ) ' 011 should have recollected that I have
neither the resources of a territory, nor the treasury of the United States,
at my command. Still yon may be assured that the war against the In
(linus wiII be prosecuted with all the rigor, promptness end efficiency I am
master of, at the same time v:itlumt u nsting 1,/nnca:.ssarily. the means and
resources il l 1R!/ disposal, by tI,1Il i1lldy Q1UI wnproduaiie erpeduions. With
the additional force which recently arrived at Vancouver and at tbe
Dalles, I think I shall )(' able to bring ~he war to a close ill a fewmonths,
provided the extermination of the Indians, which I do not approve of,
is not determined on, and private war prevented, and the volunteers with
drawn from the Wnlln Walla country.

Whilst I was in Orego n, it was reported to me that many citizens,
with a one proportion of volunteers, and two newspapers, advocated the
oxterminatlon of the I ndians. This principle has been acted on in sev
eral instances without dlscriminatiug between enemies and friends, which
has been the cause in southern Oregon, of sacrificing many innocent and
worthy eitlzens. As in the case of ~lajor Lupton and his party (volun
teers) who killed twenty-flee Indians, eighteen of whom were women and
children. These were friendly I ndians on tbeir W3J to the Indian reser
ration, where they expected protection from the whites. This barbarous
net is the cause of the present contest in the Rogue river country, and, as
Capt. Judah, F . S. .A ., reports, is retaliatory of the conduct of Major
Lupton,

TIy the same mail which brought me your communication, I received
one, now before me, from a person, who I think incapable of misreprcscuta
tion, whiehinfonns me that the friendly Cayuses are every day menaced with
(lentil b)" Governor Curry's volunteers. The writer MyS:- HThey have
despoiled these I ndians, who hnre EO nobly followed the advice of Mr, PnJ·
mer to remain faithful friends to the Americans, of tbeir prods-ions."
U To-day," he says, II these same volunteers, without discipline and without
orders, arc not yet satisfied with rapine and injustice, and wish to take
aW,ay the hIDaU remnant of animals and provisions left. Every day they
rnn off the horses nnd cat tle of the fricndly Indians. '111e8e have been
indignant, and will not be much longer restrained from resisting conduct
so unworthy of the whites, who have mode them so many promises to
rC!'J>CCt and protect them, if they remained fai tbful friends." The 'writer
fur ther suys-I< if the volunteers are not arrested in their brigand actions,
the Indians win save themselves h )" flying to the homes of their relations,
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~ h (' Kc7. Pt·I"I' ( ~.s, \\110 lmve proruised them IIt-Jp, and thou all the Iudiaus
of Oregon nnd W ashing ton would join ill the ecnnnon U('f('I1('(', This in
formation is in a ~rC'nt mensurr- confinncd by J....n ons who, I am assured,
{'rljoy your respect and confldouce."

I 1I('('4} not say, althoug-h I had previously In..tructed Col. w right to
take possession of the 'Y~llla " -nlla country at the earliest moment pmC'
ilcnblc, that I directed him to ~i\'c protection 3 S soon ns he could to the
friendly CnynSE'F, from the dcprcdntlons of the volunteers. It is such
eonduet as hC'TC complained of, that. irritates nnd greatly increases the
ranks of the hostile t ribe s, and if the I\"('Z P crces join in the war against
us, which I hope to prevent, we shall require a much larger force than we
now have ill Oregon and "~a.(;hill ,2't l)n torritoric- to r('~j :-: t snvngo Iorbnr i
lir'! and to protect the whites.

1 have recently sent to I'uget Sound two compnnk-e of the ninth in
Iurtry. These, with the three compnuk-s there, will gin~ a force of nearly
j,r quite four hundred rcgulnr-, coruumnded hy Lieu t. Col. Casey. This
force, with several ships of war ill the SOHUG, to which will be added in a
Icw days, the '["nlted States steamer ) lnc-..t.:.nclmsctls, it seems to me, jf
rightly directed, ought. to be sufficient to I lrin~ to tenus two hundred In
dian warriors. Capt. K eys, in his l:ht report received, says there arc not
quite two hundred in ar ms in thnt reg ion. Lieut. Col. Case)' has been di
recto! to prosecute the war with the greatest vigilance and activity. The
~.:'allant Captain Swartwout, who goOf'S in the Massachusetts, commander
In-chief of the m UTI I force s in tl:(' Sound, will, I nm assured , zealously,
"ffif'ienfl)', aTIlI I trust. ~ul"(·(' ,,~ fnlly, co-operate with Col. C'3 <;(~Y to bring
Int' W3 r to n close.

I n reaard to the opera tions onst of the Cnsendc mountains, if Gov.
CllITy'S volunteers har e not driven the friendly Cnyu:-:cfi and the Xez P er
PP'i i ll to t he ranks of the llost ill' tri bes, and they sho uld he withdrawn
from the "'Valin, " 'ulla coun try, 1 have great hopes that I shall he able
10 hrill.g the Indians in that region to terms, notwithstanding' the eolnn
tcers killed the chief J'eu-pcu.mox-mox, scalped him, cut orr his ears and
hands, 3.<'; reported by volunteers, uud sent them to thei r friends in Oregon.
All this too, after he met them with a nag of truce, declaring he HWa.~

for pe ace-s-that he did not wish to f ight-c- that his people did not wish to
fieht," and that if :my of Ii i...; young men had done wrong, 11<' would make
rr!-titntion, while ho a t the same time offered the volunteers cattle for
food. Such conduct may hare caused feeling'S difficul t to overcome. 1
trust, how ever, I will he able to do it.

As soon as the wnr is termi nated east of the Cascade mountains, 1
will he able to send all my disposable forces against the I ndians on llogae
rlrcr end P Ug'{'t Sound. I t is, however, due to truth to sn)', that at no
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time were volunteers required, or in any sense of the term necessary, fer
the defense of the inhabitants of Oregon from the depredations or bar.
burities of Indians occupying the country east of the Cascade mountains
Nor was there any clreuinstance to justify Governor Curry in sending bi
troops from Oregon to W ashington territory to make war on the 'Valla
Wallas, from wbom the Oregonians had no danger whatever to apprr
hend. On this snbject I would refer you to the report of tho Secretary
of war, dated the third of December, relating to tho affairs of t he army.
in whicb he says II the department, at this distance, and in the absence 01
more definite information, especially in regard to the extent of the com
binatien among the hostile tribes, cannot judge what volunteer reinforce
ments to the regular troops may be necessary. This is a matter which
must be necessarily left to the military commander of the department of
the Pacific."

At the conclusion of your communicat ion, you flay, II it is due to
II frankness that I should state that I have determined to submit to the
U department the course taken by the military authorities in disbanding
II the troops raised in the territory of Washington for my relief. No ef
.. fort was made, although the fa cts were presented both to Major Gen.
U Wool, and :Major Reines to scud me assistance. The regular troop"
II were all withdrawn into garrison, and I was left to make my way, t~ 1'

H best I could, through tribes known to be hostile. It remains to be see!"!
II whether the commissioner, selected hy the President to make treaties
lj with Indians in the interior of the continent, is to be ignored and his
If safety left to chance. "

In your" frankness" and determination to represent me to the de
partmcnt, I trust you will be governed by truth and truth only. Per
haps it is equally due to frankness on my part to say, that your comma
nication is the first that I have received in relation to yourself, or on any
subject whatever, touching the I ndian war, from nny civil functionary,
either in Washingron or Oregon territories j and I have received but on
from the military, and that was from Col. Nesmith, who requested me to
furni~h him with two howitzers, which I refused. I have only to add that
I disbanded no troops raised for Jour relief ; and your communication
gave me the first intelligence that any were raised for such a purpose.

I am, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed, ) JOHN E. WOOL,
Major Geuerel .



143

[No, 64.1
E n :Ct:TIVE OFFICE, 'llr;RRIToRY 'VA~IIINGTON, t

Olympia, March 15, 1856. I

.Major General J OHN E. WOOL,

Connoandiug Pacific Division :

SIR :- 1 hear this morning of Jour arrival in the territory of 'Va~h

iUgtOll--Qf your having left Vancouver in a steamer for the Sound, and
that ) '011 are now probably at Steilacoom.

In the discharge of my responsibilities as the highest federal officer
of the territory of W esbingtou, and in view of my oath of office, I have
called out a large force of volunteers, and a band of Indian auxiliaries,
who are now actively engaging the enemy in the field.

Actuated by no motlve than the public good, I have endeavored to
to-operate with the military and naval forces in the Sound, with the ob-
ject that all and every available means of carrying on the war should be
applied as a unit to its prosecution,

I therefore send the Adjutant General of the volunteer forces, J ames
Tilton, Esq., to confer with you. H e is instructed to advise you of the
plan of operntions which I have adopted, the force in the field, and the
condition of the country. I have to acquaint you of my desire to co-ope
rate with you in aoy plans you may think proper to adopt, and I shall
be pleased to hear from you in reference to the prosecution of the cam-

•patgn .

I am, sir, with much respect,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed.) ISAAC r. STE VENS,
Governor and Sup't, Indian Affairs, W. '1'.

EX F:ctTJ rE Orrrcs, WA~HI~GTO ;'; T .ERIHTORY.
Olympia, lIiarch 201h, 1856 I

Uajol' General .Ion x E , \\~no L,

Commeumg Put-ifie Division :

S:.<; - -I han the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your conunu

mcatlon of the 12th February, find to state gcuerally. ill answer thereto
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that the events of the past four weeks, ill connection with your own
official course, affords satisfactory evidence that tlW moot objectionable
positions: of your letter have been abandoned, and that you have finally
become awakened to the true condition of the Indian war, and arc seck
ing to make some amends for the unfortunate blunders of the past. You
have probably learned how much you have been misled ill your views of
the operations by the Oregon volunteers, and how much unnecessary
sympathy you have wasted on the infamous Pcu-peu-mcx-mox. For your
own reputation I have felt pain at the statement made in your let ter to
me, for I am an authoritative witness in the case, and in the letter which
submitted your own action in refusing to send me succor. I have pre
sented briefly the facts, showing the unmitigated hostili ty of that chief.
I asscrt that I can prove, by incontrovertible evidence, that Peu-peu-mox
max had been hostile for months-that he exerted his influence to effect a
general combination of the tribes-that he plundered Walla-Walla and
the settlers of the valley, distributing the spoils to his own and the neigh
boring tribes as war trophies-that he rejected the intercession of the
friendly Nez P erces to continue peaceful-that he had sworn to take my
life, and cut off my party-that he and the adjoining tribes of Oregon
and Washington had taken up their military position as warriors at the
proper points of tho Walla-Walla valley-s-aud oil this before the volun
teers of Oregon moved upon him.

Peu-peu-mcx-mox was slain fairly. I have investigated that matter
on the ground- having not only the testimony of the officers of the Ore
gon volunteers and the eye-witnesses of his death, but the testimony of
the friendly Indians, both Cayuses and Nez P erces, lIe was not en
trapped by a flag of truce. J , of course, reprobate the indignities
subsequently committed upon his person.

Are you aware, sir, that the great victory achieved by the gallant
volunteers of Oregon in t he 'Valla·'Valia valley was fought ncar the line
separating the t wo terrltorles, and that more of the Indians of Oregon
were engaged in it than the Indians of w eshiugtour Your letter would
seem to show that you were ignorant of that fact. ,nlCre, sir, did you
derive your information ?

Half the Walla W allas live pcrmancutly in Oregon : all the U mn
tillas, over one-half the Cayuses, all of the J ohn Day's, Deschutes and
Tyh Indians. These were the Indians that met the volunteers (If Oregon j

and all these Indians were, by an arrangement made between General
Palmer and myself, under the charge of the Oregon agents. These 111
dians werc. reinforced, after the first three duylS' fight, by one hundred
P elouscs, detached from the force under K mn-a-uikln.

That some tnrbnlcnt men of the Oregon volunteers have done Injury
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to the friendly Cayuses, is unquestionable, and it is reprobated by the au
thorities and citizens of both territ or ies. It has, however, been grossly
exaggerated.

Had, sir, the regulars moved up to the W alla W alla valley, as [
most earnestly urged both Major Raines and Col. Wright , both by let ter
and in person, these Indians would have been protected. They could not
act, because they had no authority from you. 'l'hc presence of a single
company would have been sufficient.

The responsibility, if evil fo llows, will attach air, to you, as well as
to the volunteers. The Nez Perces, though a portion live in Oregon,
are, by th e arrangement before referred to, between General P almer and
myself, all under my administrative charge, and, if left alone will con
tinne friendly. I have heard from them long since the friend to whom
you allude. I have a staff officer in their country. They are organized
for self-protection, and if your operations are conducted. with ordinary
judgment, not a man of them will join in the war. I have to refer you,
sir, to my memoir for my views, which will be found to bear the test of
experience, and I would advise you, sir, in considering that memoir, to
bear in mind tbat, as regards the opinions of men who, with perhaps not
very inferior abilities to your own, having greater special experience, and
a knowledge of the country and the Indians, to which you cannot pre~

tend, it will be prudent not to despise them.

In your letter of the 12th J anuary, you state-" I have recently
sent to Puget Sound two companies of the ninth infantry. These, with
the three companies there, will give a force of nearly or quite four hun
dred regulars, commanded by Lieut. Col. Casey. This force, with several
ships of war in the Sound, to which will be added in a few days, the
United States steamer Massachusetts, it seems to me, if rightly directed,
ought to be sufficient to bring to terms two hundred Indian warriors.
Capt. Keys, in his las t repo rt received, says there arc not quite two hun
dred in arms in that region."

Here you have exposed a very coufldeut opinion. Y OIl thought
proper to quote Capt. Keys as to the uumber of Indians, but you found
it did not suit your purpose to refer to the requisitions he had made upon
you for six additional companies, two of which only had been sent for
ward ; nor could ,Yon find time to refer to the fact that Col. Casey had
recommended, after the WRr was over, that eig-ht companies should be
permanently stationed for the protection of the DOULlU.

Yon think volunteers entirely unnecessary, although, after having rc
cersed from the executive information us to the condition of the country.

It is now March, a month later} and. you send two companies
19
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of regulars uud direct Col. Casey to call upon me for two additional
'compeoies of vahmleers.

Thus have JOu practically acknowledged that you were wrong and
that I was right, and thus have I given your testimony, 88 against your
self, in vindication of the necessity of my calling out volunteers. As re
gards the, call for volunteers, it is presumed that Col. Casey informed
you that the whole available foree of the Sound territory was bearing
arms, and that the great proportion of them were actively engaging the
enemy. That, organized in two buttnlious, the northern battalion occu
pied the line of the Snohomish, where they were establishing bloekhousea,
and closing the passes of the Snoqualmie.

That the central battaliou was occupying the military road over the
Nacbess, in relat ion to which road and its military bearing , your aid-d..

camp, Lieut. Arnold, will be able t o give J Ou full information, and that
on both lines, decisive blows had been struck, and also that it was beyond
the ability of our citizens to raise an additional company of even fifty
men, tohonor your requisition.

I have a right to hold you to a full knowledge of our condition here.
If )-OU say you were misinformed, then you are not fit for your position,
and should give place for a bet ter man. If yon WE're informed, then your
measures as 0. mili tary man, manifest an incapacity beyond example.

Therefore, the call on me for two companies of volunleers, Ll;J 8 call
upon me to withdraw the troops now in the field, with slxty to eighty
days' provisions, lifter decisive blows have been struck, and when every
thing is ready tu strike a, and perhaps the decisive blow to end the war,

I am, sir, too old a soldier ever to abandon u well considered plan of
campaign, or to do otherwise than to press forward with all my energies
in the path marked out, promising , as it does, the speedy termination of
the war ; and sir, I urn t oo wary a man not to detect the suare that has
been laid for me. You never expected, till', that the requisition would he
complied with. You knew that it was u practica l impossibility j but not
having the courage to acknow ledge )"0111' errors, i t was resorted to in the
hope that Ill)' refusing your requisition might enable )'OU to occupy my
vantage ground, and throw me on the defensive. I bold you, sir, to the
facts and IW(:C8Sit)" of the case, clear ly demonstrating, by your own con,
fession, the propriety of lily course, :111(1 the necessity, on my part, of :t

stead)' adherence to it.
I enclose II COP ) ' of m)' letter to Lt. Col. Casey, in wh ich my ,-iew!!

in regard to this :-:d ICIIH' of yours arc given in full .
Yon have referred to the atrocities committed upon tile friendly In

dinns hJ the whites. 1 know nothing of what has occurred in southern
Orc:-'1'(I1l , hut J have to !'otutr that no man, to my knowledge, in the terri-
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tory of Wasbington, advocates the extermination uf the Indians. The
authorities here have not only used every exertion to protect them, but
their exertions have been completely successful. Did Jon learn, sir, iu
your brief visit to the Sound, that nearly four thousand Indians, friendly
Indians, had been moved from the war ground on the eastern SMn of tlte
Sowrui and its vicinity, to the adjacent islands, and have for nearly
five months been living in charge of local agents? That not an Indian in
the whole course of this war has been killed by the whites, except in
battle? That where a military commission, composed of a majority of
volunteer officers, tried some months since, eight Indians, only onc was
convicted, that the sentence of death, passed upon him, has not yet been
executed? It is the good conduct of our people, sir, that has so strength
ened the hands of the authorities as to enable them to control these
friendly Indians, and to prevent any considerable accessions to the ranks
of the hostiles,

And yet we have daily rumors, find have had for the last five mouths,
that this tribe and tbat would break out. FOf, at times,great uneasiness
here prevailed amongst them, and they are Indians, and as such, they sym
pathise with their brethren. But the course of the uutbcritirs here has
been firm and decisive, commanding the confidence of the community, and
the affections of the Indians. Besides these four thousand on reserva
tions in charge of local agents, we have three thousand more on the wes
tern shore of the Sound, and on the Straits of De Fuca.

I have recently heard from the Nez Perces, the Cceur d'Aleines and
the Bpokanes. The former are firm in their allegiance, but the Spokanes
nrge me to have a military force on the great prairie between them and
the hostile Indians, so these latter may not he driven to their country,
end thus incite their young men to war. The letter of Garry, chief of
the Spokanes, is a most plaintive and earnest call for help, so his hands
may be strengthened in keeping his people to their plighted faith; and
the coincidence is remarkable, that this Indian chief, a white man in edu
cation and views in life, should ask me to do the very thing I have urged
upon you, for you will remember in my memoir, I urge that, the troops, in
operating against the Indians, should be interposed between the Irleudly
and hostile tribes to prevent those now friendly from joining in the war.
I have, sir, st udied the character of these Indians, and my views as to
the influence upon the friendly Indians of the mode of carrying on the
war ngaiust the hostiles, are confirmed by the only highly educated Indiau
01 either Oregon or Woshington, and the head chief of the tribe in refer
ence to which I made the recommendation and felt the most solicitude.
Not a word bas ever passed between us in reference to the subject.

'¥ou are doubtless informed that the I ndians have commenced offen-



148

elte opera tions east of the Cascades, and hare attacked th e steamer ply
ing between the Cascades nnd Danes, and the trains moring towards
W ana W ana. T his bold course will enable tbem to operate npon the
Spokenes, the Colvilles, the Okinekenes, the lower Pen d'Oreillee, tile
Cceur d'AJeines, who han five hundred warriors, and the tribes north of
the line who have three to fire hundred more. Unless struck cu t of the
Cnscades before the close of May, J on will have to meet a combinatiou of
from eighteen hundred to two thousand warriors. Their families and
stock will be in secure retreats in the mountains, and unless before that
time, the Indians here nrc completely SUbdUl'U, the passes over the mount
ains secured hy blockhouses, i t will be within the range of probabilities
that a large portion of the friendly Indians on the Sound can be incited
to hostility. The Cllcka tc ts and Y akimas know all the posses of the
Cascades, and can readily cross aft er the month of ~lay. H ence the ne
eessity of the most rigorous LImns now, of no change of plan, of having

troops in the settlements to g uard against an,)" sudden outbreak of the
friendly I ndians, T wo men bave recently been killed within fourteen
miles of the capital of the territory, hy 11 band of mernuders, who hare
only been driven out within the last few days.

It seems to me thnt the present condition of things imposes upon
you the necessity of recognizing the services of the volunteers of the two
territories now ill the field, and of j-our doing every tbing to facil itate
their operat ions. But if J Ou waste your exertions in the fruitless effort
to induce tither the authorities to withdrew their t roops-etc abandon their
plan of campaign in order to comply with your requisition- or to meet
your peculiar notions, I warn you, now, sir , that I , as the Governur of
' Vashington, will cast upon you the whole responsibility of any difficul
ties which mny ar ise in consequence, and that by my fi rm, steady and en
erget ic course, and hy my determination to co-opera te with the regular

service, whatever way he the prorocatiou t o th e contrary, I will vindi
eate the j ustice of m)" course and maintain my reputation as a. faithful
public servant . I warn yon, sir, that unless your course is changed, you will
han difficulti es in relation to which your only salvation will be the firm
and decided policy of tbe t wo territories, wbose services yon hare ignored,
whose people you have ca lumniated, and whose respect you have long
since ceased to pOSS€..-"S.

You have erred in your judgment a... to volunteers being needed at
all here ; and, n... I have before observed, in calling for volunteers after
increasing a force deemed by you sufficient , two companies, you h8V'~ in
dicated the j ustice and necessity of my acts in organizing the people of
the t erritory as its executive.

J have thus, practically. your own endorsement that I have j udgro
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rightly when you were in.error) and my judgment having thus been seac
tioned in calling out volunteers, I prefer to rely upon it in the matter,
both of the numbers required end of the organization which will give
them the most efficiency.

Can you presume, sir, to be able to correct your opinions by a hasty
\ isit to the Sound of a few deys ? and do you expect, after having taken
my deliberate course, that I shall change my plans on a simple intimation
from you, without even a conference between us ? Were you desirous,
sir, to harmonize the elements of strength on the Sound, yon would have
seen that it was your duty, at least to bare informed me of your presence,
and to have invited me to a conference. There was ample time for it ;
for it was less difficult for me to reach you, on receiving notice, than Col.
Casey, and I bavc shown throughout themost anxious desire to co-operate
with the regular service.

Whilst in the country in the fall and winter, you complained that
the authorities of the two territories did not comm~nicate with you.
Why did you not inform me of your presence in the Sound on your erri
val at Stcilacoom? I learned of yonr probable arrival, by simply learn
ing on Saturday morning by my express, of your having left Vancouver,
and I immediately dispatched the chief of my staff to wait upon you
with a letter. But you were gone; and whether you did not know the
courtesy due to the civil authorities of the territory, who had taken the
proper course to place themselves in relations with you, or whether yon
were unwilling to meet 0. man, whose safety you had criminally neglected,
a.nd whose general views you have been compelled to adopt, is a matter
entirely immaterial to me. I enclose a copy of the letter transmitted by
the hands of Adj't. Gen. Tilton, the Surveyor General of W ashington
territory.

After the defeat of the Indians in the W alla Walla valley, they
were completely cowed, and for weeks, spies only crossed the Snake river
to examine the COWltry; gradually becoming emboldened, they have since
come over in small parties, and got some small SUCCt'S5eS in running oft"
horses, and now they have more than recovered from the prestige of that
defeat. They arc making attacks on the whole line of communication,
a.nd are more firm and united, more hopeful, and have more strength
than when the war commenced.

What, sir, would have been the effect if Gov. Curry had not made
tbe movement which you condemn, and my party, with tb. friendly Ne.
Perees, had been cut off? Sir, there would have been a hurricane of war
between the Cascades and Bitter Root, and three thouaaod warriora
....uld now be in arms. Every tribe would have joined, including the
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Snakes, and the spirit of hostility would han spread east of the Bitter
Root to the Upper Pend d'Oreilles.

I believe, sir, I would have forced my way through the five or six
hundred hostiles in the Walla Wall" valley, with fifty odd white men
lind one hundred nnd fifty Nez P erces. Wonld you have expected it?
Could the country expect it ? And what was the duty of those having
forces at their command? Gov. Cnrry sent his volunteers and defeated
the enemy. You disbanded the company of Washington territory volun
teers raised expressly to be sent to my relief.

I have reported Jour refusal to send me succor to the department of
War, and have given some of the circumstances attending that refusal.
The company was under the command of Capt. Wm. McKay. Before
your arrival, there was a pledge that it should be mustered into the reg
nlar service and sent to my assistance. Major Raines informs me that he
did every thing in his power to induce you to send it OD. Wm. McKay
informs me that he called on you personally, and that you would do noth
ing. I am informed that your aid-de-camp, Lieut. Arnold, endeavored to
get you to change your determination. What was your reply? 1/ Gov.
Stevens can take care of himself. Gov. Stevens will go down the Mis
souri. Gov. Stevens will get aid from Gen. Harney. If Gov. Stevens
wants aid he will send for it." These were your answers according to the
changing humor of the moment.

And now, sir, in view of your assertion that yon disbanded no troops
raised for my relief, and that my communication gave you the first intelli
gence that any were raised for that purpose, I would commend the chalice
to your own lips, 1/ That I trust you will he governed" hereafter II by the
troth and the truth only."

J am, sir, ycry respectfully,
Yonr obedient servant,

(Signed,) ISAAC 1. STEVENS,
Governor Territory Washington.

(No. Gr..)
EXECPTIYE OFFICE, W ASHINGTON TERRITORY,

Olympia, May 12th, 1856 . }
oen. JOII~ E. WOOL,

Commanding Pacific Division U. S. A., Benicia, Cal.:
SIR :- 1 have received a letter from your aid-de-camp, Lieut. Rich

,ard Arnold, of the 4th April, returning to me with its enclosures, my
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letter to you of the 20th March, and stating that it was done uy your
direction.

It can only he construed as evincing a determination on your part to
have no further official cormu unication with the E xecutive of the territory
of w ashington, o.t the very time when. from the circumstances of the
country, and the nature of their respective duties, there should and must
often be such communications.

It is a matter which is 110t to be decided L,Y pe rsonal feeling, but of
consideration of publie duty, which alone should gonfll public acts. J
shall, therefore, continue in my official capacity to communicate with the
.\Iajor General commanding the department of t he Pacific, whenever, in
my judgment, duty and t he paramount interests of t he territory shall de..
Oland such communication to be made, casting upon that officer whatever
responsibility before the country and his superiors, may attach to his refu
~I to receive said communicat ions. My duty shnll he done. Let oth
en; do their duty.

I am, sir, very respec tfully,
Your obedient -er vuut,

(Signed.) ISAA U I. STE VE :>::;.
Governor of Wu~hingt ('ln Territory.

INo. 61.J
E XECrTlH , OHh ':F., \V , 'r" }

OLnlPIA., Nor. so, 185[,.

To the O RI>NA :'oI t,; E OJo'ncLl~ on Qt. AnTt.;lUf.\~ rEn,

Salt Francisco, Cnl. :

SIR :-1 have received advlccs from the Col. of the Ordnance at
"~nshington City, that the quota of arms belonging to this territory had
been ordered to he shipped to Olympia. to the Clue of the Governor of
the territory of 'Vashiugton.

The steamer U California " arri ved ut Steilacoom yesterday, und I
learned from Cupt. Keyes, U, S. A " that these 3 1111" were brought up by
the steamer, but for some unaccountable reason 01' mistake were all left
at Port Yaneourer.

The difficulties or trnnsportatiou from that I'hll'I' IJ)" laud arc almost
insuperable and very expensive.

Capt. K{'J C5 having informed me that eorne steamer ill the t'1ll1,lo,r 0\
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the U. S. would immediately return Iroin San Francisco direct to Paget
Sound, under the circumstances, I have to request that she be directed to
stop at Vancouver on her way up, and transport either to Steilacoom or
Olympia, such an amount of these arms as may be delivered to her there
by the proper authorized officer.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
(Sigued, ) C. H. MASON,

Acting Governor, W . T.

[No. 68.]

E:U:ClJTIVE OFFICE, 'I'sn. W ASHIXGTO.:'f,
Olympia, Dec. 12th, 1855. }

Col. J. W. RIPU,y,

Chief of Ordnance, Benicia ..Arsenal, Cal. :

SIR :-On the evening of the third of Xovember on my return from
the Dalles, information was received by me of a most serious Indian out
break on the White river prairies, in the Puget Sound district of this ter
ritory, which has assumed a very alarming aspect. K nowing well the
defenceless state of the settlements and the absolute destitution of arms
and ammunition, I at once made a requisition upon Th eodore J . Eckerson,
military storekeeper at Columbia barracks, for one hundred rifles and uc
coutrements, fifty muskets, and a supply of ammunition, which were
promptly furnished. Ou my arrival at Olympia I learned that the exi
geney had been so great that the Adjutaut General of the territory had
dispatched a steamer to Victoria, on Vancouver' s Island, to procure arms.
and ammunition from GOY. Douglass.

By the last mail from Columbia barracks, J received u let ter from
Mr. Eckerson, informing me that his action in this matter had been dis-
approved by you, and that I must immediately replace those arms out of
the territorial quota, in order to save his personal responsibility. Thi1'o
last I shall be enabled to do as soon as the arms arrive, by turning over
the requisite amount to the commanding officer at Fort Steilacoom, the
impassability of the roads between here and Columbia barracks rendering
it impossible for me to send them to the latter place.

I cannot but look upon the action of )Olr. Eckerson as not only jus
tifiable, but worthy of the highest approval, issuing, as he did, arms upon
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the representations and reqoisilionof the Execntlw, whose office, of~
..onld seem to indicate ecqeelnteece with the state of affair!;, l~iall:r

at a time when asslst uuee boo to be called for from e foreign pow-er.
When the territorial arms were requested to be shipped to Olympia,

peace Dod quiet reigned about us, end the capital of the territory was 0.;

snmed to be the proper pial" from whence they should be distributed
Since then D disastrous change has taken place, and the distributlon of
them nmongst the citizens is immediately called for. As I bave above
stated, it is impossible to transport freight fro:n this place at the present
!CDSon of the year to the Cohunhin river,

I have, therefore, most earnestly to request that I may be allowed
to turn over to the commanding officer at Fort r:5 tcilu.cooI.u an amount
sufficient to cover those furnished rJ C by Mr. Eckerson, and, in addition
tothis, that Mr. E ckerson be allowed to issne, suy eight hundred muskets,
(of those sent hy mistake to Columbia barracks) to George Glbbs, B,;g
adier General of the Weshington territory militia, now at Cohunhia bar
racks, for distribution on the Columbia river, and I 'VI ill replace them ill
the same manner at Fort Steilacoom. I cannot too strougly assure yon
that the exigencies of the cnse not only require this, but that the danger
is daily iucreesing,

I am, sir, respectfully, )'OW' obedient sen-ant,
(Signed,) C. U. ! IASOX,

Acticg Governor, W. T.

[No. 69.1

S." }'!uSClSCO, }'ebJ:U8fY 2, 18M.

His E:t~lIency , O OVJ:.RN()R OJ "TASlUSGTOX T ERRITOltY,

Olympia, W. T.:
Slft:--1 have YOut favor of 12th December, 1855, coecemiug the

issu e of arms, &0., to Washington territory, by military storekeeper T.
J. Ecke",'OD, and requesting thai a further issue may be ordered from him
for the It·rritorial 11001" OJ> the CO]UJDLia river.

With reference 10 the t~er 0,( arms from the territory to Mr.
Eckerron, it al'P"'U" to me OOiI, llnder all the cireumstane.... that yon
should retaiu aU tbe anuo which have been issued to the territory, rend
ering receipt. to Capt. Stol'" lW 100ie issncd by him, and to Mr. Ecker-

20
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JAS. W. RIPLEY,

Ideut. Col. Ord,
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JlOn for those issued by him. The excess or er tbe present qnota can pro
bably be charged to the territory, to be dedncted from future assignmcnta,
and 1 will recommend tbat this be approved by the chief of ordnance.

With reference to yonr request that u further supply be ordered at
F ort Steilacoom, 1 would state that the amra! of the 9th regiment, U.
S. infantry on the Columbia river would seem to render unnecessary any
furtber arming of the militia of that section; and the emergency does
not seem to me sufficient to justify my departing from law and regulations
in the matter.

Should emergencies arise, the commanding officers in the field here
full authority to order the issue of arms to militia.

Very respectfully, 1 am
Your Excellency's obedient

(Signed.)

[No. 70.]
ExECl'TIVI:: OFFICE, O LYlIrlA, W. T.,

May 4th, 1856. }
C OL. RIPLEY, U. S. A.,

Chief of Ordnance Department, P acific Coast:

SIR-l hare the honor to hereby request that two thousand pounds
of rifle powder he furnished from the government stores of ammunitioe
for the use of the inhabitants of " resbingtou territory, to be distributed
to such citizens as are now bearing anus against the hostile tribes inhab
iting the territory, and with whom the United Stat-es is at war.

The TCOSOIlS which are proper to state in support of this requisitiot
are:

l st , The two thousand muskets DOll rifles already provided br tlo

U. S. Gcremment, and now in the hands of the militia of 'V. T., W~1'f

not accompanied with any ammunition except percussion caps.
2d. The rad is clear to ull men here that the two thousand hostile

Indians now in arms Bi.'C unsubdued, and nre capable of maintaining a war
for many months more.

3d. The six thousand Indians now upon reservations, or not openl)
at war, can only he kept from joining hy fear, or a full knowledge of
ample preparations on the part of the white settlers,
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4th. The impoverished state of the inhabitants of Washing ton
territory, now nearly exhausted by keeping on foot, and supplying with
every t hing needed in a campaign, one thousand men in the field, or occu
pying block houses for six months past, renders it almost impossible to
procure ammunition from any sources of private credit.

This requisition will be handed you by Lt. Col. Crosbie, aid , who is
authorized to receive and receipt for such ordnance stores as you may
furnish.

I am, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant ,

( Signed,) I SAAC 1. STI;VENS,
Governor W . T.

[No. 71.]

BENICIA, CAL., May 29, 1855.

His Excellency, I SAAC 1. STE,EKS,

Governor W nshington Territory, Olympia :

SIR :- 1 have tho honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
tl,e 4tlr instant, requesti ng H that two t housand pounds of t itle powder be
Icrnlshed from the goremmeut stores of nramunit ion for t he use of the
inhabitants of " :"ashington territory," und in reply huve to say that I
atn not authorized to make the issue without authority from the com
uanding General of the P acific department .

Very respectfully, your obedient servant ,

(Signed,) JAS. W. IUPLEY,
Lieut . Col. Ord .

[No. 12.]
HEAD Q UARTERS, F ORT \ rANCOl "VER, W. T.

May 19, 1856. }
To His Excellency, I SAAC I. S TF:VEYS,

Governor of W ashington :

SIR :- 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yonr commu-



156

nication of the 18th instant, requesting me to approre your requisitions on
the military storekeeper at this post for howitzers, rifles, ammunition, &c.

I n reply, I bare to say that it will be impossible for me to grant the
anthority desired, :My instructions from tbe :Mnjor General commanding
the department on the subject of issuing arms, &c., t o troops Dot in the
service of the United States, are positive, and I cannot depart from

them. * * * *' * * *
In case of any descent npon this portion of tho territory, my com

mand "Will do all in its power for the safety and protection of the citizens
and property, and will co-operate with the troops of the territory as far
_<.s practicable.

}"fy c ommand consists of one comp<:lly, cud it few recru its, A com
pHny of the 9th infantry left here Oil Thursday last to juiu the command
,C Colonel WrigllL

I am, sir, with much respect,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed,) T, MORRIS,
L L CoL 4tb I nfantry, Com, Post

P. S.-It may be proper to sta te that there are no mountain how
itrers here for the use of the post, all hadi:g been forwarded some time
slnco. to F ort Dalles, end I am informed by the ordnance officer that
there nrc but rifles euough for the troops in the district.

[No, 73,]

E XECCTIYE O rnCE, TERRITORY 'V.\SlJI KGTON, }
Olympia, Sept 22, 1855,

1\1,\101\ G. J . R,H~I:S ,

Columbia Barracks, W. T:

STI~ :- 1 am Informed Ly CoL J . P. A ndcrron, who has j ust retnrned
from the Colville mines, t1~;.t W ID!) outrages Lave been committed hy the
Yukh.,n Indians upon the miners II[.£:,ing through tl.cir country. One
ma.. J , ~ i ; ~ t' ll Mattice, u re-ident of this place, is know n l ~y positive l rulian
t est iur .uu ·w ht1ye been murdered l)y four Indiana of the band called
" Llc UP P ierrie. " Seven oilier individnals, who «rossed the Narhcss
P uss, are reported by the Indians :l1E<J to have been killed, These iaur-
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ders have taken place upon straggling parties of one, two, or three, end
by the Yakima tribe and its branches. A son of Owhi, one of the prin
cipal chiefs of that t ribe, is implicated ill them.

In addition to th is, some twenty or thirty persons are known to have
left this vicinity, in parties of from two to three, uy the same route, and
who are in danger of sharing tile same fate. U nder these circumstances
I would suggest that a detachment of soldiers, sufficiently strong, s-hould
be despatched at once through the Yakima country as far as where the
trail across the Nachess leaves for Colville, the object of which would be
to discover the perpet rators of the murder of :Mattice, to ascertain if the
other murders had been committed, and to punish the guilt)" parties, and
last ly, to furnish protection to the remaining portion of our citizens who
arc returning h OlDC. These reports may turn out to bc with out fcunda
tion. You. however. being on thc more travelled route, will have earlier
infonnation than we can han here.

Gov. Stevens is expec ted to be in the Spokane couutry during the
present month, and a dctucbmcnt of soldiers may he of assistance to him
in furthering the public service be is at present engaged in.

I deem it my duty to call your attention to the facts us reported by
me.

[ bave the honor to be, very respectfully,
Your most ob't, servant,

(Signed,) C. II. MASON,
Acting Governor W . T.

[No. 74.]

EXECCTIVE O FFICE, W ASHlXGTOX T ERRITORY,

Olympia, Sept. 26tb , 1855. }
Major G. J. RAIN ES, U. S. A .,

P ort Yancouver, 'V. T. :
SIR:-Sincc my communication of 22d inst., I have received addi

tional infonnation of outrages committed by the Yakima Indians.
Ou the 14th September, two men, named W alker and J ameson,

from Seattle. were shot dead from fin ambush ncar the point where the
Nachess trail crosses the Yakima. some thirty miles above the Altanam
Mission. In addition to this, from all previous circumstances, there is
strong probability of nine others baving met a similar fate by the same
handa.
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This tribe and its kindred branches having entered into treaty stipu
lations with the United States to preserve amity with all American citi
zens, uud in defiance of such obligations, having taken the first opportu
nity to cut off straggling parties, I immediately, upon the receipt of the
last information, made a requisition upon Capt. ) 1. ,MaloDey, commanding
Fort Steilacoom, for a detachment of the troops under his command, to
proceed as soon D.S possible to the point in question, both to punish the
Yakima tribe, and to furnish protection to such persons as may be travel
ling through that country. Thls requisition has been complied with, and
on Thursday, (Sept. 27, ) a detachment of forty men, wit h forty day,'
provisions, will start, under command of I ..IiCl1t . W . A. Slaughter. In
order more fully to carry out the objects intended, and to effect perma
nent results, I have to request that the suggestion in my let ter of Sep
tember 22d be carried out , am! that a detachment of troops be sent either
from Vancouver or the Dalles, as soon as possible, to co-operate with
those sent from Steilacoom.

I am, very truly,
Your obedient servant,

C. H. MASON ,
Acting Governor, W . '1'.

[ 1'0. 75.]

H EAD Q CART£ RS, COLDIRIA UrfER AXD P ro ur Socxu De'r. ,
Fort Vancouver; Sept. 26th, 1 8 5~ .

c. H. M ASO:i, ESQ.,

}

Acting Governor ' Vashingtoll Territory :
Stu :-1 have the honor to ucknowledgo your letter of the 22d iust.,

and in reply, heg leave to state that, antecedently, 1 hall obtai ned Col.
J . P . Anderson's information from another source, and forthwith for
warded a ll order to Lieut. Day, of the ar tillery, (supposed to be at Mc
Ka.y's, on the Umatilla river, with forty-four mounted men] to enquire
into the facts, with remerks-c-" It Is thought that at W alla W alla, or
Brooks &. Bamford's place, there will be more facilities for information; if
lID, proceed there, and further if necessary, a.1I the move in that. direction
for this purpose will have a good effect."

The only real chiefs among the I ndians whose influence is to be
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dreaded, in that region, are P eu-peu-mcx-mox of the Walla W allas, and
Kum-i-akin of the Yakimas, who can be communicated with at the first

named place.
This order was sent to the commanding officer at Fort Dalles to

forward as boon ae practicable, and we look for further information from
Mr. Borland, nnderstood to be en route among tbe Indians for this place.

J am, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

G. J. HAI:'\ES,
Major 4th Infantry, Commanding .

[No. 76 .]

H EAD Q UARTERS, C OLt'1tDIA RIv r R Ar.lO P UGET SOL'N D D EYT., }
Fort Vancouver, W . T., Sept . 29tb, 1855.

His Excellency, C. II. M ASON,

Acting Governor W. T.:

GOVER~OR :-Your letter by 1\[ 1'. Pearson I have the honor to ac
knowledge, and have ordered into the field a company of eighty-four
men from Fort Dalles, O. T., all mounted, and with provisions on pack
mules for oue month, to proceed without delay and sweep through the
Yakima country to the points you indicated, co-operat ing with the force
from Steilacoom ; also, to inquire into the safety of Agent Bolon, who
has now been absent an unusual length of t ime; a respectful attention to
whose views is enjoined-if alive-for there are grounds to fear other
wise.

I shall a:rpro, c of the action of the commanding officer at F ort
Steilacoom in the premises, and only regret that the forty men under 1.1
Slaughter, were not a full company. I have also located au officer and
twenty men at the Cascades.

I am, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

G. J . RAI1\E S,
:\lajur 4th Infantry commanding
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HEAD Q UARTERS COLU}tBIA RIYER AND P UGET SOUND DIST., }
F ort Vancouver, October 9tb, 1855.

H an. C HAS. II. M ASOK,

Acting Governor of W . T. :

SIR :-Information has been received this day from Major G. O.
Haller, wbo was ordered out iuto the Yakima country. H e states that
be met t be enemy about 3 P. M., au the 6tb inst, nnd fought them at
skirmishing for some time. F inally charging them, he drove them out of
the brush. From the nature of the country he was obliged to take pos
session of the heights sur rounding tho Pisco river for the night. He was
surrounded, and in that posit ion, has called for a re-inforcement. AU
the disposable force in the district will at once take the field, and I have
the honor to make a requisition upon you for two companies of volun
teers, to take the field at the earliest poss ible moment .

The composition of these companies to be as follows: One captain.
one first lieutenant , and OHe second lieutenant. two musicians, four ser
geants, four corporals, and seventy-four privates.

The greatest exertions should be made to raise and equip these com
panies at once.

Orders hare been sent t o Capt. Maloney to take the field wit h all his
disposable force, and it is expected that th e regulars and volunteers win
act in concer t.

.As soon as the first company is raised the command of regulars and
volunteers should take the field with out waiting for the other company.

This latter company can star t out as soon as raised nnd equipped.

I am, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient serva nt,

G. J. RAI"ES,
Major 4th Infantry commanding.

INo. 78.J
g XECllIVE OFFICE, T t:R. WASHIXGTO~,

Olympia, Oct. 14th, 1855. }
Maj. G. J. R AINES,

Fort Vancouver :

SIR :-1 have the honor to acknowledge t he receipt of your favor of
Oct. 9th, and to "tate in reply, t hat agreeably it) the request therein con
mined , T have called upon t he people of the territory for two companies
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of volunteers, one to report to the commanding otllcer at Vancouver and
the other to the executive at this place. 'l'his last will, us soon as organ·
ized, be ordered to report to Capt. Maloney, at Fort Steilacoom, and
proceed into the field as soon as possible.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
( Signed,) C. II. :\1.A.SO:'i ,

.Acting Governor, ' V. T.

[No. 79 J
EXECt,.,.IVE On'Ic", OLnrrlA, W .

October 14th, 1855.

Major G. J . RAINES,

Fort Vancouver, 'V. T .:

Sm :-1 have sent the bearer of this letter, R. l\L Walker, Esq.,
execut ive clerk, to learn frctn you how far the volunteer company ordered
to organize at Fort Vancouver can depend upon the post under your com
maud for arms, ammunition, &c.

The scarcity of these munitions of war upon the Sound rendered
it necessary for me to make a requisition both upon the U . S. R evenue
Cutter If Jefferson Davis)" the result of which I hale not as yet ascer
tained.

I sincerely trust that it will be in your power to furnish the necessary
irma and acooutromcnte for the company directed to orgauizo at Van
conver. Transportation anti subsistence will, I suppose as a matter of
-ourse, be furnished them by the U. S. Quartermaster and Oommissary.
Any papers necessary to be receipted by IIlC will he ectcd upon immedi
..tcly upon presentation.

I am sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant)
e. II. MASON,

Acting Governor, W . T.
21
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n-O. 80.]

HUll QUAlttEltS, FORT VA.~COUVXR, W. T., }
October nth, 1855.

•
Acting Governor C. H. MASON,

Olympia, W. T.:
Sm :-1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yonr two

communications of the 14th inst.
So soon Il8 the company of volunteers from this county is orgenized

and mustered into thc service, it will Le armed and equipped and furnished
with snbsistcnce and transportation,

If I am correctly informed, a company will soon be organized, the
members of which will be mostly men who are residing on claims within
twenty miles of this post, and who, from their knowledge of thc country,
will be of vcry great assistance in thorongbly cJmgtising thc hostile Click·
etata and Y~kimas.

I am, Governor, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

JKO. WITHERS,
First Lieut. 4th Infantry, commanding peat.

[No. 8l.J

F ORT VANCOUVER, W. T. Nov. 3d, 1855.

Lieut. J OHN WITHERS, U. S. A.,
Commandirg Fort Vanconver :

Sm :-1 have instructed B. F. Shaw, Esq., to raise a company of
rsngers to proceed on the trail towards the Rocky mountains, and if
possible, to bring in Governor Stevens in safety. Mr. Shaw haa depe
ted Mr. Wm. McKay for the purpose,

In C&Se the company should be organized, and mostered into the ser·
vice of the United States, I have to request that yon will fnrnish them
with all the necessary arms, ammunitlon, subsistence, transportation, &c.,
and despatch them 88 soon 88 possihle on the ronte above ludicated.

Mr. Shaw is expected to have the direction of the company, either
as a captain, or as special Indian agent.

Very re>-pcctfnJJy, yonrs,
CHAS. H. MASON,

Acting Governor W. T.
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[No. 82.]

RoMAN CATHOLIC MISSION, YAKUIA.,

Camp No. 11, Monday, Nov. 12, 1855.

Acting Governor C. H. MASON,

Olympia, W. T. :

GOVERNOR :-Here we arc without a battle, except a skirmish four
days since, with some forty Indians, who defied us as we approached the
Yakima river. W e thought at first it was the prelude to the big battle
with the whole of their force, and forded the stream to an island with
our mounted troops, eighteen dragoons and eight pioneers. H ere we
commenced the action, firing on the enemy, and ordered up our artillery
and infantry to ford the stream. Our troops made a rush into the water,
but being on foot, tried again and again to cross the river but failed, the
rapid current sweeping away two of our best men, who were thus
drowned j whereupon, I sent back to Col. N esmith for two companies of
volunteers, which, with our dragoons, drove headlong into the foaming
torrent, and reaching the opposite shore, charged the enemy, who fled
away over the hills, one of their balls striking, but fortunately not wound
ing, Col. Nesmith's horse.

Late in the afternoon, after recalling all our force to the south bank
of the Yakima river, we heard, some distance on the plain, the reports
of small arms, (indication of a 6ght, ) and taking two companies, we pro-
ceeded in that direction until some time after night, when the firing ceas
ing, we returned hack to the edge of the timber, and bivouacked for the
night. Next day we fonnd a number of Indians around us on swift hor
ses, which were driven off by our mounted volunteer companies, and as
we approached the mountain gorge, found the Indians about three hun
dred in numher on the bill t ops beating their drums and shouting defi
ance. These were soon driven from their position and scattered by dis
charges from our howitzers. W e cut off some of them by a proper dis
position of our trOOPSf and two or more were killed.

We continued our march to tbis place, sweeping the plains with our
cavalry, dispersing, killing and wounding all the enemy we saw, and
found the mission abendoncd, apparently precipitately.

Capt. Maloney not ha ving arrived in conjunction with Col. Nesmith
(whn went himseif in command) we despatched one hundred and sixty
eight volunteers aad regulars, on our best horses, to proceed in the direc
tion of the Nachess pass, and ascertain his whereabouts. We are await
ing their report, for we cannot tcll where the large body of the enemy is,
unless gone that way to attack Capt. Maloney's command.
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Our force lias alarmed the enemy so much that they may be scat
te redo

Ycry respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. J . RAINES,

Maj or U. S. Army, and Brig. Gen. W. 'P. V.

[No. 83.]

EX ECUTIVE O FFICE, WASnINGTQN TERRITORY,

Olympia, April 2d, 1856. }
Col. G EO. WRIGTIT,

Commanding 9tb Infantry :

SIR :- 1 have respectfully to snggest the propriety of a tborough
understanding between the regular and volunteer service, so their joint
efforts may be applied to the protection of the settlements and the prose
cutlou of the war.

'I'hc recent attack on t he Cascndcs must convince all persons that
this is DO time for forms, but for vigorous, energetic and united action.

W e have the worst country in the world for summer operati ons.
The Indians, bfF.ing their operations Oil the mountain region ubout R eg
nier, St. Helens aud Adams, a region affording inexhaustible quantities
of food, numerous and inucce-slble retreats, can defy the utmost energies
cf a vastly superior force to do onght else then protect the settl ements.

' Ye are now rapidly approaching that condition of things, and it
becomes a paramount duty to prepare for it.

Kot only in my judgment is the present force in the field, both reg
ulars and volunteers, inadequate , but it should be st rengthened, and that
rapidly, or the force of Oregon Volunteers will be left to contend single
handed agniust " vastly superior force.

I am now raising an additional company in Lewis county for the
protection of the people, and to watch the passes ill that quarter. A
rc ,(,pany has already been raised in Clarke county which will, if practio
1~ : )~ (' 1 he mounted.

The effect, in that set tled portion of the territory ought to be to
ko-p the farmers 011 t heir claims. In Clarke county, I lea rn the inhabit
Huts Lave gone to Vancouver and St. H elens.
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There should he blockhouses 0 11 the Washoogle settlement and on
Lewis river.

I therefor. propose to apply the company raised in Clarke connty in
ranging duty, and every effort will be made to induce the settlers to re
lurn to their farms and secure themselves by blockhouses.

I am most anxious 80 to firrange my operations that no force need
be thrown away, and I will ask you to' communicate with IDC" and make
such suggestions us rnay seem to you appropriate.

I am sir, very respectfully,
Yont most obedient servant,

ISAAC I. STEVENS,
Governor W. T.

[No. 84.]

IIEAD Q I;ARTERS, N ORmERN D IST., D Er. OF rns P ACIFIC, }
Port Vancouver, W. T., April 10th, 1856.

GOTERXOR I. I. STF.VE~S,

Olympia, W. T.:

GOYFRXOn :-1 hare this moment received your communication of
the 2d in-t., and in reply, have to say, that I am now using all the force
at my disposal for the protection of the set tlements, and in restoring con
fidence to the farmers cast, west, and north of us. In the first place, I
am erecting block houses at either extremity of the Cascades portage ;
they will be completed in a few dajs , I have also orga nized a detach
ment of mounted infantry nnder un enterprising officer, to range ovrr the
whole country and alford protection to tilt' farmers. '111e panic is subsi
ding' : the people nrc now beginning to return to their r ocations, all they
require is union among themselves, and the knowledge of the fact that
scouting parties are constantly moving over the COWltry.

The temporary success the enemy met with at the Cascades, has not
given him confidence ; my sudden return and total dispersion of all the
I talians at that point, with the loss of twelve or fifteen of their warriors,
with all of their baggage and animals, will have convinced them that
they are safe only ill their rnonntnin retreats, Tile unfortunate affair at
the Cascades, it if! hoped, may rouse onr people to the necessity of haying
their arms always with them ; had such been the case, mauy valuable
lives might have been spared.
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We must keep an eye on tbe friendly Indians. I am well satisfied
tbat tbey knew fnll well at tbe Cascades that an attack WB8 to be made,
and tbat manyof tbem joined tbe bostile party. However, I have given
them a lesson whicb they will long remember. Ten of those Indians,
inclnding their chief, have been hung by sentence of a military commis
sion. The residue, some forty men, and seventy or eighty women and
children bnve been placed on an island witbont any means of leaving it,
and under the observation of troops. As soon DB our lines of communi
cation arc well secured, and quiet and confidence establisbed in tbe set
tlements, I shall be prepnred to advance into the country of the Yakimas.

A strong post must be established in the heart of thnt country. It
will not do to mnrch through an Indian country simply ; we should make
them understand that we nrc going to make a permanent settlement with
them. Break up their fisheries, and hnrrass them constantly, in order
that they shnll have no time for laying in a supply of food. By tbis
course, I think they may be brought to terms, perhaps not until next
winter; it is only a question of time, it must be accomplished in the end.

I retnrn immediately to the Cascades.
With great respect, I have the honor to be,

Your obedient servant,
G. WRIGHT,

Col. 9tb Infantry, commaadleg.

[ EXTRACT.]
[No. 85.]

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, W. T.,
OLYllPU, April 24th, 1856.

your obedient servant,
ISAAO I. STEVENS,

Governor Territory Wasbington.

Col. GEO. WRIGHT,

Commanding Columbia River District;

SIR:- * * It: * * lie *
My object in addressing yon is to ascertain wbether it is a point of

your plan of campaign BOOn to occnpy the Walla Walla conntry. Should
tbe Oregon volunteers be disbanded, and the Walla WaJIa not be occu
pied, my train will require a. considerable escort.

In this event, will yon fnruisb me with an escort of one company on
1I1Y reqnisition?

Very respectfnlly,
(Signed,)
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[No. 86.]

HEAD Q UARrERS, NORTHERN DJST. DEn. OF THE PACInC, l
Camp at Ft. Dalles, O. T., April 27, 1856. f

Gov. ISAAC I . STEVENS,

Olympia, W. T.:
GOVERNOR :- Your communication of the 24th instant has this mo

ment reached me; and in reply, I have to say, that it forms no port of
my present plan of campaign to occnpy the Walla Walla country. I
cross the Columbia river to-morrow morning with five companies, and
march into the heart of the YaJtima country, with the hope of termina
ting the war in that quarter at an early date,

The expedition to the Walla Walla has been deferred for the pres
ent, as we are assured that the Indians in that district, and on the Snake
river are peaceably incllned. I t has been deemed advisabled to operate
with a strong forae in the Yakima country.

Your communication has been forwarded to the Major General com
manding the department, for his action in the matter.

With great respect, I have the honor to be,
Your most obedient servant,

G. WRH'lHT,
Col. 9th Infantry commanding.

[No. 87.l

EXEtiJlIvE OrncE, OLTVPU.
May 8th, 1856. }

eo.. G. WRIGHT,

Commanding Northern District:

SIR:-Your favor of the 27th instant reached me last evening.
My object in writing is to state, that my information in regard to the In
dians in the Walla Walla and on the Snake river is that they are deter
mined to prosecute the war.

This was the declaration made by the prominent chief. of the Cay
nses to the express of Mr. McDon.ld some weeks since. This is the
opinion of my agent in the Nez Perces country, and of the Nez Perces
chiefs, and it would seem to be indicated by the recent attack by the In.
diAns on the volunteers at the Umatilla.
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I have therefore thonght it my duty to communicate these views,
and I will suggest that you receive with great caution any information of
their peaceable intentions, to the end that you may not be thrown off
your guard.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
(Signed, ) ISAA C I. STEVENS,

Governor of W ashington Terri tory.

[No. 88.1

[ EXTRAl'T. 1
D ALLES, O. T. J nne 18th, 18b6.

Col. G. W RIGHT,
Com. Northern District, Camp on Nachess, W . T.:

SIR:- * * * * * * *
Lient. Col. Shaw, on Thnrsday last, (June 12th ) marched from

camp Montgomery over the Nacbess. I t is supposed he will camp on
the Wenass to-night. Ills orders are to co-operate with you in removing
the seat of wur from the base of the mountains to the interior, and for
reasons affecting the close of the war on the Sound obvious to all I1ersoll5.

lie will then push to the W alla Walla valley, crossing the Colum
bia at Fort W alla W alla.

The supplies and escort for the W alla W alla will move from the
Dalles on Friday morning.

The W alla Walla valley mnst be occupied immediately to prevent
the extension of the war into the interior.

Kam-i-aklu has, since your arrival 011 the Xaehess, made every exer
tion to indnee the tribes thus far friendly to join in the war. H e has
flattered the Spokanes, where he WIl8 on the 25th of May, and has en
deavored to browbeat the Xez Perces, The Spokeues have answered in
the negative, and the Nez P erces will, I am satisfied, continue friendly.

I am reedy, as the superintendent of Iudian affairs, to take charge
of any Indians that olay be reported hy yourself as having changed their
condit ion from hostility to peace.

And in this connection, I will remark, that I beeo been informed of
yow' views in reference to the Oregnn superintendent taking charge of
vertain Indians of my j urisdiction, those at Vallcouver and those reeeutly
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bent in by you. I 81U ready to agree to any arrangement which may be
for the good of the Indians. * * * * *

From all I can gather, I presume your views and my own do not
differ as to the terms which should be allowed the Indians, viz: uncon
ditional submission, and the rendering up of murderers and instigators of
the war to punishment.

I will, however, respectfully put you on your guard in reference to
Leschi, Nelson, Kitsap and Qui-e-mllth from the Sound, and to suggest
that no arrangement be made which shall save their necks from the excu-
tioner. * * * * * * *

I am sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
(Signed,) ISAAC I . STE VE NS,

Governor W. T.

[ No. 89.J

EXECVTIVE On"ICE, TERRITORY 'VASHlriGTOK,
Olympia, Ang. Sd, 185G. }

Col. G. WIUGlIT,

9th Inf Com. Northern District Yakima country :

SIR :- The volunteer force nnder the command of Lt. Col. B. F . Shaw,
has struck the hostile Indians a severe blow ill the Grande Ronde, where
they had collected to the number of some four hundred warriors. The
Indians were completely routed, and engaged in 11 running fight for
sixteen miles, in which forty of them were killed. Three hundred of their
horses, one hundred and fifty packs of provisions, and a considerable
quantity of ammunition were also captured. The battle took place on
the nth July. On the 15th and 16th Major Lsyton and Capt. Gulf,
with their commands, defeated another portion of the hostile Indians on
the head waters of Burnt river.

By late advices I learn that a large majority of the Nez Perces are
very restless and disposed to assume a hostile attitude. I do not, how
ever, think they will immediately break out into open hostility to the
whites, but prompt measures arc necessary to prevent it.

I will, in a few dayfl, go in person to the interior, and much desire
that yon shonld go with me. I will suggest t hat yon at once Rend a force

22
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~J1d lllliug all Jour mounted men, say three companies, to ot'CUP)' the ' Valla
Walla m iley.

lly objeet in visiting the interior is a general pacification of the Ill '
dian tribes. I am advised that tho Spokancs are friendly.

I will he at the Dalles Thursday, August 14th, and am desirous, nt
all events, to meet you at that point to confer with yon in reference to
the Yukimns ; and I again express tho h011C that you will go to W alht
Walln,

I am, sir, rc ry respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

(Signcd.) ISAAC I. STEVEKS,
Governor and Sup. Indian Affain;, W . T.

I~o. 90.]

II t:.\.O Q FAKI'F.R8, COW Y8L\ R ln :.R DIST~iCT,

Fort Dalles, O. T., Oeloher 4lh. 1856. }
Go,', 1. I. Sr evrxs,

GOf. and Sup. Indian Affairs, 'V. 'r .:
G OYERXOR :- 1 had the honor to receive sometime since, your com ,

ruunication of the 19th August, making a requisition on me for the de
livery of Eathi, Nels on , Qui-N IWth, h-itsap and S tehi, with the view of
their being sent to the Sound, to he tried Ly the civil authority.

I delayed nctlou on the subject , expec t ing your speedy return from
'V~l ll lL W alla, when I was anxious to have a personal interview with y Oll

You know the circumstances under which the Indians referred tll
were permitted to come in and remain with the friendly Yakimas. AI
thongh I haw made no promises that they should not be held to account
for their former acts, yet, in the prt s€?l/ unsettled sta te of our Indian relr 
tlons, I think it would lie unwise to seize them, and transport them (pr

trial. I would, therefore, respe ctfully suggest that the delivery of th' ~

Indlaus be l-lUnpClldNl for the present.
( uur , vi r, nry respect ful ly,

Your obedient sorvant ,
I: . W'H1 UH T.

Col. ~ tth Infantry eommanditur
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INo. !'I.]
D.\I.I.F::>, 0 T., Octobe r H11, 1856.

Col. G. wRICIIT,

Col. Couunuuding Hir er district :

SIR- I hare received your letter of this date, iu a USW("f to Ill)" re
qulsltlou for the delivery of Lcschi, Xelson, (lui-e-mutl.1, Kitsap am}
Stchi, to he sent to the Sound to be tried by the civil authority.

These men are notorious murderers, null committed their acts of atro
city nuder circumstances of treachery and blood-thirstiness almost beyond
example, All belong to bauds with whom treaties har e k en made, and
in the case of all, except Kelson, the treaty has been sanctioned by the
Senate, and the execution of the treaty has been placed in my hand.

\Vhether n treaty has been mnde or not, I am of opinion that men
guilly of such acts should be- at least tried, and if convicted, punished,
more especially should. this he done in cases where, by treaty stipulations,
provision is made for the punishment of such offences,

If the condition of thiugs is 80 unsettled in the Yakima that the
seizing of these men, after such arrangements as to time, &c., as uecessa
rill' comes within the discretion of the force making the seizure, will lead
to war, the sooner the war commences the bet ter. Nothing, in my judg
ment, will be ga ined by a teuiporlslng policy.

The war commenced on onr part in consequence of the attempt to
arrest tbe murderers of Bolon, Mattice, and others, 0 11 the requisition of
the Acting Governor of Washington terri tory. If this demand is not
inflexibly insisted upon, and peace is made on milder terms, it will be, it
seems to me, n criminal abandonment of the great duty of protecting our
citizens, will depreciate our standing with the Indians, and pave the way
for wars hereafter.

I must, therefore, again respectfully make requisition for the delivery
of the I ndians ment ioned, ill order that they may be sent to the Sound to
be tried by the civil court. The particular mode aud the special time of
making the seizure rests with your discretion.

I shall send special agent Shaw to the Yakima to take charge of the
Indians you have offie ially reported to me to be friendly, and of India••s
that I propose to incorporate with them.

lIe will have instructions not under an)' circumstances to receive
these I ndians on the reservation.

] am, very truly,
Your obed ient servant,

ISAAC 1. ST EV E:'i'S,
Governor am} Superintendent Indian Aft'airs.
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rxo. U2.J

H sxu Q r.\RTERS 'v. '1'. VOJ,F~"TEERS,

Fort :llu ' OIl, Wullu Walla, Aug. 25th, 1856. }
LI ECT. (J \)L. SU:I'TIlF.,

tlth Inf. Com. Expedition to Walla "'"'aUa :

1\rr D EAR Sm :-011 my arrival at this place on the 23d, I found a
messenger from the Xc:!. Perce country who brought letters from Indian
agent William Craig to Lieut. Col. Slmw, stating that the Nez P erces
would all attend the council. In the evening another messenger came
with information that the Cayuse and U mnt illa chiefs all desired to couie
in, if advised to do so by Looking Glass.

My reply was that I should be glad to sec Knm-l-nkln, provided he
would come in and submit himself unconditionally to the justir-e and
mercy of the government .

I must wait a few days before I can judge us to what will be the
result of the council Iu reference to the hostiles.

The main object of the council, which was to strengthen and con
firm the Xcz Pcrces anti Spokanes in their friendship, will unquestionably
be eceomplisbed.

Tho terms of service of the volunteers will all expire on the Bth
September, and that of one company on the 30th of this month. 'Ibey
number one hundred and fifty-six, officers and TUell. J hure asked them
to remain till the council was concluded and the miley was occupied Ly
the regular troops, to which they have very willingly assented.

From present appearances, I do not think the council can be opened
t ill next week and perhaps not till the middle of the week. I particu
larly desire your presence, and that of at least a portion of your com
mand during the council. TILe trains can more easily from the Dalles to
this point in eleven days, but as you will move, I supposc, by 1i' 01't Walla
W alln, and be detained there perhaps two days in crossing over the troops
from the Ynkima, I presume you will be fourteen days 011 the march.

1 will ask, however, that you place your troops somewhere in the
general vicinity of the council ground, till the council is through. :My
object is to show the Indians the strength of our people and the unity of
our councils.

We arc twenty-fi ve miles from Port walla Wall e, fiy_e miles from
the \Vhitman valley, una about seven miles from the saw mill claim of
\Vhitman on Mill creek. -'We arc on a little tributary of Mill creek, and
about one milt' from it.
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Drop me u line by the return express, and let we know how you are
getting OIl .

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,
(Signed,) ISAAC I. STEVENS,

Governor, W. T.

[No. 93.]

WILLOW CDEEK, Ang. 28, 1856.

My DEAR SIR :-1 received your letter by tbe courier, and was
gratified to perceive tbat matters were likely to he so satisfactory to you.

You will notice where I am with my train, and can better judge
thao I can, what time must elapse before 1 will reach the Walla Walla.
If it shall appear that Cupt. Russell cannot cross the Columbia without
the boat waggona with me, I may be obliged to diverge aud meet him at
the crossing j it is probable, however, that he will find canoes and get
across without any aid from me, in which event, I will be happy to attend
the council.

VelY truely y OUI1',

(Signed,)

[No. 94.]

E. J . STEPTOE.

C OUNC'U. GROCND, WAllA "TAU .A VAllEY, W . T.,
Sunday, August 31, 1856. }

Lieut. E. J. SUM'OE,

9th Iuf, Com. exped it ion to Walla Walla :

My DEAD Sm :-Your letter of tbe 28tb by Jobn Dunn has been
received.

The Nez P erces nrc coming in. The advance, about thirty men,
reacbed this place with Craig. Tbe whole nation has crossed Snake river,
and will be here Wcdnesday, Sept. 3d. An express reached me last eve-
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uiug from t ile Spokane. F ather Ravalli of the Coeur d'Alene unssron,
has gone in person through the tribes in this quarter, inviting them in my
name, to the council.

But I do not expect a single I ndian of the hostiles, belonging to the
tribes struck hy Shaw in the Grande Ronde at the council. The Cayuses,
excepting those who separated last full, arc completely under the control
of the young men. Certain chiefs desire to come in, but dare 1I0t leave,
and the hostiles have recently received 1\ great encouragement.

On Thursday, Scott's pack train, consisting of fourteen men, with
the necessary animals, having thirty-three pack loads of supplies for the
troops and Indians, and escorted by a force of twenty-five volunteers, UIl

der Lieut. Gates, was attacked within fifteen miles and almost in sight
of this camp, about 9 o'clock, Thursday morning, and, after a contest,
which lasted the whole day, the whole train was captured-the party es
caping in the nigh t with simply their riding horses. The affair will be
bad in its effects npon the Cayuse, W alla W nlln, nnd t ribes thence in the
direction of the Dalles. * * * * *

U And I will ask you to use every exertion to get here as soon as
possible, for I want the benefit of the occupation of the miley, b)' your
troops at the opening of the council.

I have just sent an express to the Columbia, with a letter to Russell
offering to send him a u agcm boat if he should not find canoes, and I
have asked him in the event of his orders authorising him so to do, to
come at once to the general vicinity of tile council ground."

I am, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed, ) I SAAC I. S'I'EVENS,
Governor and Superintendent.

[ No. 95.]

I1 EAn Q CARTERS W. T. V. }
Walla W alla V alley, W. '1'., Aug. 31st, 1856.

C APT. Ik SSEl.L,

En route from the Yakima:

SIR :-1 bend to-dey an express to Lieut. Col. Steptoe, who, it is
supposed, will camp on the Umatilla at Fort Henrietta to-night, He was
o n Willow creek Thursday night, three marches from the Umatilla.
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The Col. wrote me, stating that you would probably he able to elfect
a crossing with canoes. I have one boat waggon here which I will send
down to you if you need it.

The Nez Perces are on their way to the council, the whole tribe,
men, women and children. Their advance got bere last evening. The
remainder will be bere on Wednesday. I expect u representation of the
friendly tribes in, end in the neighborhood of, the Spokane.

The Nez Percea Indian who carries this is to be relied on,
and send back word by him, whether it will be consistent with your ord
ers to move immediately with the troops under your command to the vi
cinity of the council.

w e are about twenty-five miles from Port "ralIa Walla, and about
five miles above the ' Vhitman valley.

I am, sir , very respectfully,
Your obedient ser vant,

ISAAC I. STEVENS,
Governor W. T.

•'1. 13.- . An express is just in from Steptoe. Hc camped last night
on Butter creek (ten miles from Umatilla ) and will probably camp on
the U matilla to-night. It is probable he may, however, remain in camp
to-day, though I think not.

[No. 96.J

U t A]) Q lf,\ RTERS, \V. '].1. v.,
Wallu Walla Valley, W . T ., Sept. 4th, 1856 }

Captain D. A. R r SSEI.L,

4th Infantry, U. S. .A., 011 the Columbiu.:

SIR :- Your letter of the 2d reached me in the night, and 1 send
flown my waggon boat with an escor t of twenty men, and with orders to
reach you in the night.

Yom letter to Col. St.eptoe I forwarded to him lJy express this
!fl(ll'oing. .\ u Indian express justln brings me information that Col
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Steptoe will camp to-night at Wild Horse creek, and will descend into the
valley on Friday.

We expect the Nez Perces at our camp to-morrow.
I am, sir, with much respect,

Your obedient servant,
(Signed,) ISAAC I . STEVENS,

Governor and Superintendent.

[No. 97.1
CAMP ON WILD H ORSE CREEK,

September 4th, 1856. }
Gov. STEVENS, &c.:

My DEAR Bra :-1 received your note of yesterday by the two Nez
Perces Indians a few moments since. Accept my thanks for the kind
offer of the boat waggon,

The heavy rain of yesterday detained me on the Umatilla. 1
marched despite of it but had to gn into camp after an hour or so. But
to-morrow afternoon no doubt will find me in your neighborhood.

My purpose is to select a suit able spot for a camp where my whole
command will be left till I can determine where to establish the penna
uent post, or at all events, where we can best winter. I shall, therefore,
take the road to 'Vhitrnan's in the morning.

Very truely yours,
(Signed.) E. J . STEPTOE.

[No. 98.]

C OUNCIL GROUND, W ALJ..A W AJ.J.A VALLEY, W . T., }
September 10th, 1856.

Col. E. J. STEl'TOE,

SIR :-1 have the honor to make requisition for the presence on the
council ground of two companies, and including your mountain howitzers.

I have especially to request that this force shall he ou the ground
to-night.

The Cayuses have all come in, and it is important in my opinion, as
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all the volunteers leave to-morrow morning to be discharged, there should
be n force ou the ground to control them.

. Respectfully yours,
(Sigued,) ISAAC I. STEVENS,

Governor a.nd Soperintendent.

[No. 99.)
C AMP ON M ILl. C REEK,

Sept. 10, 1856. }
G OVERNOR STEVENS, &c.:

SIR :-Your communication of this dny bas j ust been received. I
regret tbat it did not reach me earlierin tbe day, or rather nigbt, (for it
is now nearly 9 o'clock at nigh t) in whicb event, I wigbt have made some
snch arrangemeut as yon suggest, I do not tbink it advisable to move
down my command, or t be port of it yon request, at this bour. The
effect of it upon the Indians could not fail to be startling, I am induced
to believe. More than that, I have not the shadow of a doubt that tbe
Cayuses are decided to conduct themselves properly at the council. If
you had informed me this morning that you desired thc presence of my
command I would have encamped near yuu to-night ; as it is, I am now
some seven or eight miles beyond you,

It is necessary for my traiu to start back to the Dalles in tho worn
ing, and I have occupation very constantly for the dragoons in one way
or another-all wbioh leaves me bnt a small force to prepare and guard
my winter camp.

My advice (if you will permit the liberty) is that the couucil busi
ness be adjourned, 80 far as possible, to some more convenient time. It is
plaiu that I shall not have tbe force you desire to despatch to the council
ground, nor any force to remain there long. And permit me to say that
my instructions from Gen. Wooldo not authorize me to make any arrange
meat, whatever, of the kind you wish. Pardon me for writing so much,
hut the fact is, my position is one which seems to compel a lengthy ex
planation. In shor t, if I thought you were ill t he least danger, I wnuld
Dot hesitate to move down at once tbe whole of my force; es it is, I can
not accede to your request.

In haste, very truely and respectfully,
E. J. STEP'l'OE,

Brevet Col. U. S. A .
23
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f No. 100. ]

(CONFIDENTIAL. )

COUNCIL GROUND, W AI..I...A WAlLA V ALEY, W. T., }
Sept. 13th, 1856.

IJIEUT. COl.. E. J. STEPTOE;

Mv Dsaa SI. :-The council did not adjourn yesterday till near
sundown, teo late for me to visit your camp. I understand the feelings
of the Indians from what was developed yesterday.

The want of a military force on the conncil ground seriously embar
rassed me, (I have retained for a day some fifty of Goff's company,) but
having called the couucil iu good faith as the Indian snperintendent and
also, as the commissioner to treat with the Indian tribes by the appoint
ment of the President, I shall go through with the duty I have under
taken.

One half of the Nez Perces and all the other tribes, except a very
few persons, are unmistakesbly hostile in feeling. The Cayuses, the Walla
'Vallas and the other- hostiles were so when they came in. Hence the
requisition I made upon you for troops.

I particularly desire you to he present to-day, if your duties will
permit, and I will also state tbat I tbink a company of your troops is
essential to the security of my camp_

I shall, as I said, go through with this business whatever be tbe con
scquences as regards my own personal safety, but I regard it to be my
duty to ths public, to the Indians, and to my own character.

This communication is marked U confidential," but is intended 88 an
official communication, and will go on my files us such, only I do not think
it prudent, tbat my judgment as to the aspect of affairs, should at this
time be disclosed to any other person thnn yourself.

I have the honor to be, .ery respectfully,
Your most ob't, servant,

( Signed,) ISAAC I. S'l'RVENS,
Governor and Superintendent.

[Ko. 10l.]
C .\MP ON Mu.L CREEK, W . T., }

Sept. rsu, 1856.

Govxason :- 1 have received your ceremueication of to-day, and
regret extremely that you think a company of my troops to be U eS8ential
t<> the safety" of yonr camp.
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In a previous communication I sugges ted that if )"OU distrusted till.
..-afety of your position, the connell might he adjourned to n more COIlt"Co"

nlent time and place.
As you know, my camp for the winter is in preparation j the t rain

has been unloaded and sent back to the Dalles, and much vnlunble prop
('Tty, which cannot be now removed, lies on my camp ground. If the 1.11
diana are, therefore, really meditating an outbreak, it will he difficult for
me to prorlde for the defence of my own cump-impossible to defend both
camps. Under these circumstances, if you are resolved to go on with
your council, does i t Dot seem more reasonable that yon shall move your
!llmp to the vicinity of mine ?

I send down the company of dragoons to bring y OI1 111' to this place
if you desire to come.

Allow me to say that )'our request for troops embarrasses me fully
as much as you cnu be by their absence from your council ground. My
~orce is so small, that, to be efficient against the large number of
savages in the neighborhood, it- must be concentrated, nor can I detnch
any portion of it , in execution of certain instmctions received from Gen.
Wool, while the Indian host remain so near to me.

Very respectfully, ),our obedient servant,
(S igned,) E. J . STEPTOE,

Brevet Lieut. Col. U. S. A .

[No. 102. ]
CA.llI" Sept. 19, 185ft

Gov. Srs vexs, &c.,

Council Ground :

Gon :'RNoR :- 1 hlI.YC just received your uotc asking that the dra
goons be sent to your aid.

Now, the Cayuses have burned all the grass near me, I shall have to
send my animals quite a distance for grass, and if I send the dragoons to
yon I shall he unable to herd them. Besides that, the company could not
return to me for some time, and the I ndians would probably turn all t heir
attention 10 the few men left with me. I have no block houses, and
shall expect ( 0 be annoyed milch .
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Under these circumstances, do you not thiuk I had better usc your
train and IllO\"C with y Oll to the Umatilla, or some point beyond, where
y l JII would be safe from uiolcstntlon, and I could find grass abundant? If
J had my t rain I would not hesitate u moment, but would join J Ou in
the mornlng with my whole command ruther than part with the only
mounted men I have. ' Yhat do yon think of rcl llTlli11g to this camp tv

night or i l l tlu' morning, taking my baggage up in your waggon~J and our
moving off tog ether ? Let me he-ar from you uJ' Richard. I cannot
help thinking that if you abandon (burn up) your old waggons, you can
easily ge t through with your pack auimals ; but what think JOu of my
plan of going together ?

Yours, i ll haste,
(Signed. ) E. J . STEPTOE,

I could probably send you Fletcher's company, with u.ost ease, but
I think it is best for both of IlS that you loose a day and take nl' oar
baggage.

LT. ['OL. E. .T. STEPTOE.

[Ko. 103.]

EXF:n 'Tl\-E OFFICE, OLYMPIA,

Sept. 24th, 1855. }
Co pt. 1\1. ~IA LO ~E'Y,

Commanding- Fort Steilacoom, W . T.:

SIR r-c-Positive information has been received by me that three
American citizens bare been murdered by the Yakima Indians on the
en...tern side of the Cascade mountains, whilst travelling towards the Fort
Colville mines. 'There is also strong probability that nine others IIH. VC

perished in a similar manner and by the same hands.
In addition to this, there arc at present in and about that ficin lty,

SOlDe thirty other persons, tither going to, or re turn ing from the mines,
l\ ho are in danger of sharing the B.1.IIlC fate.

This tribe, on the ninth day of June last, entered into treaty stipula
tions with the United States, ceding their lands, and binding themselves
to amity with nil citizens of the U nited States. III defi ance, however, of
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these obligatlous, they ban:' taken the first opportunity to murder st rag
~li llg parties that have travelled through their country.

Uruler these circumstances, I have to request tbat n detachment of
'he troops under your command may be despatched at the earliest mo
ment to the Yakima country to administer punishment to that tribe, and
to furnish protection to such citizens as may be remaining there.

J Rill sir, very respectfully, your obedient sen-ant ,
C. u, MASON,

Acting Governor, W . T.

[:\0. I O~.J

E XECl'TI''' E U n-ICE, 'fER. WASUl l\GTOS ,

Olympia, Oct. 15th, 1855. }
Capt. M. ~!.I I.OX EY,

Commanding Fort Steilacoom:

SIR :- In compliance with the request of ~Iajor G. J . Raines, J have
railed IIpon th e people of this territory for two companies of volunteers
to co-operate with the regular troops already ill, end ubout to be sent
into the Held.

Owiug to the scarcity of arms ill the territory, I have to request
[hat )"0 11 will forward to me as soon as possible a t Olympia, all the mus
kcts and accoutrements t hat can he spared from F ort Steilacoom.

J am, very respectfully, your obedient sen-ant,
( Signed, ) C. n. lIIASOiS.

Acting Governor, W . T.

LXo. 105.]

ON N ACUE8S R IH R, }
Oct . 2!1th. 1855.

~Iajor o. .J. R .\I ~ F:s ,

Fort Vancouver, \V. T.:

JIA-JOR :-10 accordance with orders which I received from you, J
joined, with the available troops a t Steilacoom, amoun ting to seventy-fi ve
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wen, 11t the earliest possible moment, the 21 ~ t of th is mouth, Lieutenant
Slaughter's command, which had fallen buck to the \ VlJilc river prairies .
I remained there two days, until I was joined b)' a company of " OIUll

teers under command of Capt. Hays, OIl the 24th. I commenced Ill)'

march for the Yakima country, expecting to find you in the field. Yes
terdny I arrived at this camp, when I laid over to-day to recruit my nni
mals. I received an express to-day from Steilacoom from which J get in
formation that you will not be on your march for from oue to t wo weeks.
I have also got information that there are from two to three thousand
Indians well armed and determined to figbt, in my front , and, after consid
ering the matter over, have concluded that it is my duty to return to
Steilacoom. My reasons ure as follows, viz : my force is Dot suffic iently
strong to fight them and protect the animals and provisions which I bev c
along with me; secondly, if I advance 1 must meet them, M there is 11 (1

point before me before I get into the plains, where I can cnmp and defend
myself and animals, where I will not be cut off from communicat ion, both
ill front and rear by high water, before J on call get into the enemy's
country ; thirdly, in accordance with your orders 1 started with thirty
days' provisions ; I have been out t welve days, lind therefore her e only
eighteen days' provisions, which would be out before my command could
join yours, There is already snow upon the mountains, and there is erery
reason to believe that in three Of four days i t will close the road
from here to Steilacoom, and also raise the Nacbcss river, so that it wlf
prevent communication between this place and the Yakima plains.

I am of opinion tbat the best way to get the troops from Steilacoom
into the enemy's conntry will be by way of the Dalles.

I also learn from the same express that the northern Indians aft'

showing themselves in considerable numbers at Steilacoom and other point
on the Sound, intending, wi th other I ndians, to st rike a blow in case J
should be defeated here.

I am, Major, w ry respect fully,
Y our obed ient servant,

(Bigued.) M. lIIALOl\EY,
Capt. 4tb Inf. Com, Detachnrcut .
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iXo. 106·1

FORT S TF:n ,ACOQl.J, 'V. T.
Oct. sou, 8 o'clock, A. >I., 1855. }

lIon. C. H. MASON,

Acting Governor W. T. :

8m:-1 have just received au express from Capt. Sterrett, com
rnauding " Decatur, " informing me that the Indians on 'Vhite river have
broken out, and that seven whites and two Indians have been murdered.
.\mongst the whites were one or two women.

On Sunday, the 28th, fifty-fi ve men under the command of Captain
C. C. H ewitt, went up the Dewumlsh en route for the wbite river COllU

try.
.,A rumor came in here last evening, ( brought by one of the rangers

"lid friendly Indians) to the effect that McAllister and nine others of the
rangers were killed last night 0 11 the Puyallup, and that the Indians are
advancing towards this post 250 strong. I am unable to say bow true
thivis, but fear it is but too true.

Y cry respectfully, your obedient servant ,
( ';igned,) JOnX NUGE;-I,

2d Li eut. 4th Infant ry.

: ,;" 107 ·1
1\IRT S n :JLACDOn, ,V. T.,

Oct. 31st, 1855. f
J \\IEi'i Tn,ToN,

Adj'L Gen. 'V. T. V oluntccrs :

Sm :-- 1 have the honor to state that [ have called upon the citlzer»
',1' P itT('C county for one company of volunteers to act against -the Jndi
-uu 0 11 'V hitc rlv er and vicinity, who have hccn murdering our eltizens,
:1I 11) at tacked the company of rancers under (Iaptnin Baton , mustered into

tbo service of the United State:'.
Thi s call lin." bC('D promptly responded to, and n company of fort)

:l. I'P, lIOW ready to take the field, under the corumnud of C HpL W allac(';

vho will report to you for orders.
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I wish Jon would come down to our pos t, as I think your presence
would expedite matters. I trust you will succeed in get ting another com
p8.oy in your place, es I am of the opinion that DOless t han one hundred
men should thiuk of taking the field, they to act together, aud the work
will speedily he finished. I trust the acting Governor will approve of
my action. us I could sec no otber way to maintain the peace of our
eonutry.

I am sir, very respectfully,
Yout most obedient ser vant ,

(Signed, ) JOllN NUGEN,
2d Lient . 4th Inf. Com. Post.

[Xo. 108.)

HU D Q UARTERS, F ORT STEILACOOM, l
November 1st, 1855. )

J AMES T ILTOS ,

Adj't. Gen. W. '1'. Volunteer!', Olympia :

SIR :- 1 have detained Capt. Wallace's company of volunteers tv
assist in protecting this post in case an attack should be made. Dr. Tel
mie, just in from Xisqunlly, informs me that one of his shepherds saw u
bnnd of some twenty Klickatats just in rear of Nisquully last night.

I have nearly all the women and children in the county at the po-t.
nnd will of course protect them.

I would respectfully request that all the men in tbis sect iou of th,
country be called out, as I am firmly of the belief tha t we arc to han ' e
general I ndian war in this vicinity.

Send me down cartridges at the earliest moment, as it is reported tln
Indians are to make an attempt at taking' OUT for t to-night. This is only
a report, but I wish to have plenty of nrumnnit ion, and I am rather short
just at thi s time.

' Vith ~r('at respect. I have the honor to be,
Your most obedient servan t,

,JOIf:\' K U OBN,
2d Lient . 4th lllf. Com. P OIil.
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[No. 109.]

FoRI' STEILACOOM, W. T.,
Nov. 12, 1855. }

JAKES fuTON,

Adj't. Geo. •W. T. Volunteers :

SIR :-1 have jllSt received an exp""" from Capt. Maloney. I send
yon a copy of his letter to Major Raines.

The following men composed the express : Mr. Bright, J os. Miles,
A. B. Moses, Tidd, Bradley, Dr. Bnrns, and R abbcson, your sheriff.
The express W IlJl ambuscaded near White river, and Miles killed and
Moses mortally wounded and len in the woods.

I sent Capt. W allace with his company to open communications
with Capt. Maloney, wbo will reach White r iver to-night, and I fear small
parties will be coming in from his camp to-morrow. Copt. Wallace will
make a forced march, and reacb Cupt. Muloney before day ligbt, if he
has good luck.

H urry np the rangers, 60 that there may be short work of this mat
ter. You bad better let Mrs. Moses know this sad news yourself. If
he is still alive Cart. Wallace mil rescue him.

Very respeetfnlly, yonrs,
(Signed,) JOHN NUGEN,

Lt. 4th Inf. Com. P ost.

[ No. 110.]

xe-.
F ORT STKlLACOO», W.
4th, 6 P . M., 1855.

J lll.ES TtLTO S,

Adj't. Gen. W . T. V., Olympia :

SIR :- 1 have just received an express from Capt. Maloney, inform,
ing me that Lieut. Slaughter, with fifty regulars, and Copt. Hays, with
fifty volunteers, had met the Indians yesterday about 8 A. Y. They had
taken a position on the right bank of the river, and opposed the troops
crossing. The river was too higb to ford, and the Indians, behind logs

24
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nring, so the fight became general, nnd lasted until about 4 r. Y., thirty
Indians Killed, and no telling how many wounded, as they werecarried to
the rear. Slaughter had some meu posted on a hill in rear of his posi
tlon, where they could see and eouut every Iudiau who fell. Slaughter
killed one, and Lieut. Harrison killed two.

OUf loss, one soldier killed, who was falling a .t ree in order to crow
the stream ; one soldier wounded severely, and one volunteer- wounded.

'To-dey they hod one hundred and fifty men to hunt theni up. They
will have hard work to keep out of the way of the troops.

* * * * * * *
Col. Moses' body was found, and Capt. .Maloney says he will bring

it in when lie returns. Miles' body was found to-day.

* * * * * * *
Mr. Tidd carries OD express to the Columbia rirer, If ) '00 cun ex

pcdite his movements please do so. Capt. W allace joined Capt. ~aloue]

yesterday, and the rangers left here to-day, aud will join him probably
to-morrow.

Yours truely,
ronx XUHEK,

Lt. 4th Inf. Com. Po,t.

[No. il L]
C OX -';IIJ.t-:, 0 ': \ V UlT[ RIV ER, fl

November G, 1855.

lion. CHAR. II. ~lA.sox,

Acting Governor of \V. T. :

SIR :- 1 have the honor to inform yon of my whereabouts. I ur
r ived here on the 2u, found Connel l's place Lurned down, searched RJI
around, and found Lieut. l\lcAIIi~ter's body ubout one mile from thi
farm. I knew that the Indians must have been close at hand, and next
morning, hnviug got on their trail, Capt. IIuJs end Lieut. Slau~htl'r

started after them to n crossing of 'Yhiu., river, where the Indiau, were
found on the opposite side of the river, The}" opened fire OIl ns. One of
my company fell dead. The fire was returned h}· the command, Lot].

regulars and volunteers, from nine o'clock till three o'clock 1'. 1\1. 'I'hcy
had the advantage of the ground, hut still there were over thirty kilh-d ,
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and I don't know how wany wounded. W e could not cross the river on
that day. Next day I started a command after them, and found them
on the opposite side of Green river j they showed hut little fight. ' V(,
had two wounded ; I cau't say how many Indiana were wounded.

The rivers nrc so high tho Indians have the ndvuntogc of us, hut
still I think W~ cnn clean n good m UTIY of them ant yet before we close
the winter's campaign.

Capt. H ay's company, I cousldcr, deserves my warmest praise. A
better company could not be brought into the field to ;\(',t ngaiu-t Indians.
I han always rOnDU them fracly uud active at nuy moment, aud they
han my most hccrty thanks, .1.otll officers aud meu. 31)[1 hereafter )"0 11

will be informed of those mo-t gallant, but at pn '.sent I can "'1y nothing,
for thcj- are all gull.mt.

( :UlI :sorry :\11', Bl'i31.tt hnd to run filch risks, lint ut the same time
I nm ~L.ll he escaped. I hope he has l1ut suffered milch. P oor Mcsee
aDO :\Li h·s t I sent t ill Ir bodies to the Fort with di rections to have cof
lin..:.: mudc. I :;:uppose you will have them taken to their friends.

" rhut do you think of In~' fc.lli:lg' lX1Ck ? I hud orders from :\Iajor
Reines to proceed to the Yukinia country to unite with tl,e troop- at the
Catholic mission, If I had not fallen hack, what would hare 1 ,~o1l1 C' of
the Sound country? If I had fulleu bae'c two G:tys sooner, the murders
would not have taken place . 1 hare iuformod :Major Raines that [ can
not spare OIlC uinn from this section of country.

Capt. Wallace repo rted yesterday, and Coptain Eaton to-dey. Capt.
Eaton wi.l, I believe, he or good service.

Slaughter and Hap hare j U03t returned, Slaughter, in crossing the
Pnyallup, was fired 0 11 , and three men mortally wouodcd-c-tbc guide, Ed
gar, a man by the n.nne of Parsons, nnd one soldier, al-e one soldier
slightly wounded. The Indians lay in ambush, and always har e the fi rst
fire.

Very t rucly YODrs,

M. MALOKEY.



188

[No. 112.]

F ORT STFJI.ACOO~t W. T.,
Nor. 9, 1855. }

JOHN NUm ;N.

wounded, also, n soldier named
A ndrew Birge and two soldiers

J AYES Tn.TON,

Adj't. Gen. W. T. T"., Olympia :

Sm :-1 send yon a let ter rccelr cd from Capt . Maloney's camp last
evening, The t roops had another running figh t with the Indians on the
4th inst. 'l'hi,'i brush took place on Green rlr er. The Indians took ad
vantage of the thick brush to fi re on the advance guard, after which
they would run.

In the affair Edgar was mor ta lly
Kellet, and a packer named P erham.
severely wounded,

'l'lie I ndians on the lower P uyallup have broken out, so there is more
work.

C<1 Pt. ~la lonrY'!Il pack trc!a is corning in, and will reach this po:,t

to..<lay. The t rain brings the remains of Mo,:,'{'S) .Miles, and )IcAllbtu .
I wish to know whether tl lc bodies nrc to be Ee11t to Olympia or to be
intered hCTC. Lot rue know by return of express.

Capt. ' Vnllace's company comes in with the pack train.
A company of sercuteon men, under Capt. Carson, raised here,

started yesterdny fo r the ower P uyallup,
Y ('r.y trucJy yours,

(Signed.)

[ No. 113.]
Exsct-nvE OFncE, W Asm:SGTOX T F.RRITORY,

Olympia, NOl·. 24th, 18[)3. }
CAvr. E. D. K":\ F.g,

Commanding Fort Steilacoom :

SIR :- Owing to the great scarcity of arms, ammunit ion, accoutre
.ments, null ordnance stores in general, as w"II as the lack of subsistence,
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iu t his territory, 1 huve to request thut , as far as you CUll possibly do SOl

you will furnish the volunteer force now in the field west of the Cascade
mountains.

,,·itll great respect, I have the honor to he,
l our obedient servant,

CHAS. If. MASOK,
Acting Governor W. T.

i 1\'0. 114. ]

HEAD Q F ARTERS P UGET SOT;XD DISTRICT, }
Fort Steilacoom, ~OY. 26, 1855.

Cnpt . G ILMORE lL\1'8,

Com. Co. II E ," ",V. T. Volunteers :
S IR :-You are hereby directed to proceed with your company, and

examine the count ry on the upper Ncsqually, with a view to ascer tain
whether any hostile Indians have taken refuge in that sect ion of the ter
rito ry.

Ilarl ng completed that duty, you will proceed to the south, in the
direction of the Skookuni Chuck, exaiuiuiug the country along the base
(If the uiountnius, and particularly au)' trail that may be found leading to
the eastwa rd ill the direction of the mountains, or to the southward in
the dirocfion of the Cowlitz river .

If, after exhausting the rations which wil l be furnised y Ollf command,
you deem it necessary to remain any longer in tbat section, you will send
your t rain to this post for more provisions.

I am, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed.) 'K D. KEYES,
Capta in Sd Ar tillery, Commanding P ost..
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[1>0. 1I5.J

H EAD QlIARTERS., P Um:T Sm~~D ])ISTRIGr,

Fort Steilacoom, Dec. 4th, 1855. }
Acting Governor C. II. :'1Aso" ,

Olympia, W . T. :

SIR :- -10 order that I may be able to acquaint myself more int i
mately with Indian affairs in this part of the territory, I take the liberty
to request that you "ill forward to me a list of the sub-Indian agents 011

this side the mountains, their severnl stations, nnd th e number of Indians
tbey each hare in charge. It will also be of service to me if those agents
could be Instructed to report to me all changes that may occur at their
several posts.

Dr. Tolmie, of the Hudson's Bay <-'Olllp.1.ny, has applied to me for a
guard of soldiers to protect his stores at Fort Nesqunlly. As our puck
animals arc small in number, nnd nearly broken down, nnd as the rivers
nrc gett ing high that we cannot ford them with supplies, it may be nec
essary to withdraw the troops from the flcld in a short time, and to dis
tribute them at such points us may most need, nnd such as bare the best
claims to profert ion. In riel" of such n. state of th ings, and of Lhe case
in all its relat ions, UO you think it advisable for me to send a guard to
F ort. Nisqually,

I am, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed,) E. D. KEYES,
Capt. Sd Art illery, Commanding.

- - _ .

Norf.- Thc information asked for in the foregoing' letter of Capt .
E. D. Keyes wns furnished him by acting' Governor C. II. Jfa!o:oIl , in hf
~ ctter , elated Dee. el, JSr,rl.



191

l~o . 116.]

H EAD Q l;ARl'KRS, P t 'GET SOL":m DISTRICT, }
Fort Steilacoom, W . '1'., Dec. 7, 1855, (6 ,·. x.}

Acting Governor C. H. .:\1Asox,

Olympia, 'V. '1'. :

SIR :- 1 have just received information that on 'Iucsdey night last
while Lieut. Slanghter was sitting in a small house at his camp, about two
and n half miles above the forks of White and Green rivers, conversing
with Capt. H ewett, Lieut. H nrrisou, and Dr. Taylor, t he I ndians fi red on
them nnd killed L t. Slaughter at the first discharge. Two soldiers WCf C

also killed 011 the spot, aud five others wounded, of whom one is since
dead. Lieut. Slaughter's body has arrived here.

It is reported Oil all hands that it is impossible to operate against
the Indians with any effect in the country on the ' Vhitc, Green, und I'u
)'8I1np rivers, at this season of the year, nud I kuow it to he so from per
sonal observation. To continue such a course will break down nl l our
men and effect llO harm to the I ndians. Our pack animals are broken
down, and we must estnbllsh onr forces on our own ground ill places
where they will not suffer at night, and where they can best protect the
settlers. As you must be far better acquainted with such points, I would
request that , if convenient, you will come and sec me to-morrow.

I send by the hearer 8 letter to Capt, H ays, with directions for hitu
to concentrate his company at Bradley's, to go to the relief of forty men
IlOW encamped Oil the other sldc of the P uyallup, about three miles from
the ford . I do not know where Capt. H ays is at this moment. If you
know please direct the bearer,

Mrs. Slaughter is at Olympic. Please keep the dreadful news of
her husband's death a secret, unt il L ieut. Xugen can break it to her cuu
tiously.

I nm sir, very respectfully,
Yout most oh"..s licnt ser vant ,

(Signcd.) B. D. K E Y ES,
Captain 3d Artillery, Couunandiog :
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[S o 11 7.j

H e.co Q n .RTERS, P rcrr S Ol:XD U I'H It:T, {

For t Steilacoom, w. r ., J an. 4, 1856. }

lIoll. C. II. )b~o N",

Acting Governor, 'r. no.
L .

SIR :- Ill answer to ,your let ter of the Sd in-t., I han the honor to
reply that I bare 110 authority to direct Capt. Henne-s in regard to the
enlistment of men in his company.

w hen I assumed commend of this department, the 21th of XO~PIll 

bcr, 1 found that four companies had been mustered into the service 0:
the U nited States I I)' you nud Capt. Maloney, -t th infantry, and, owing tc
the apparent necessity for their services, I cOll('lt~lcd to Issue to tho rn /:; 11<.+
supplies as could he spared from the public stores. T he ammunition nud
clothing' at this po.,t is now ~ O much reduced that I cnunot possibly f (l f'l'<'

any morc to the volunteers, mnl the amount of JJl'O\· j:-iOH5 OIl hnnd is not
more t itan enough for six weeks issue to the regular troop". Under such
circumstances, therefore, J f...'el myself called on to notify ) ' (JUf EXl'l'! I~'l (,Y

that , a t the expi ra tion of t he fird t hree mouths' se-rvice of til l' volunteers .

I shall not be able to make further i..sues to them. There is 110 lnw, nor
have J any instru et ious to authoriz rue to assume command of, (\1' to fur
ulsh ~ t1 I' Jl Ii ('., to the vclnutecrs in this territory. Tlu-ir scrr lcc Lciu;; ubso
lutely requisite, I assumed t he rcspou-l blllty of gh'illg them orders awl
furnishing them with supplies until definite Instr uc tions could be sent nrc
from Illy superior officers. N o such inst ructions han! been received, uud
I Hi ll, therefore, obliged to inform you that, ' I ~ matters stand, 1 cannot

continue my connect ion with the volunteers after the expira tion of the
first three mouths of their service. T he ,Yo T, volunteers have first r:;I C'
capacity for service, and if they should be retained on d uty, it will nflord
me great pleasure to act h~ concert with them,

" ·ill ) OU plen-e to send me by t ile rrtum of the express the dnt t- (H

the COtll IIICHCCIlIt'nt of the s-ervice of the several compuutcs. T he follow
ing is the regulutton on that point. :

" T hl) date of tho enrollment i ll ti ll ' r-a pticn a1 ll1 one of til l) ruluum-.
" will he that of th e clay of ar riva l or the l"Ollll'allj' with oreaniz.rtion
' I complete or full at the place of ~t 'HCnl l rcmlczvous, in l'oi.aplifilw(> wit h
II orders from the proper authority, lmt not prior to the dUJ f..l' ('('ilie!l in
.. the order, lchirh dolr Ci.. f rnrdlment "' il! be ' /' r rMJlltlen l"CJlIclt( ,f tllC t."" ,;
u,1 sen-ice and of l 't,blie supplirs, 1I 111 ('~" otherwise »pcclally ordered .
" without regard to the d~ t(-' of mu-ter, (n' that of pr('\""i~ I ILS company or
" ganizerion."
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In case of necessity, I wish you to understand that I will share the
In,t thing I have with the volunteers.

I am, sir, with much respect,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed.)

[No. IlB.]

E. D. KEYES,
Capt. 3d Artillery, Commanding.

EXECrTIYE OFFICE, W. 1'.,
Ot.YMPIJ., J an. 5th, 1856. }

Capt. E. D. KEYES,
Com. Puget Sound Dist., Fort Steilacoom :

Sm :-Your letter of the 4th instant, has been received. I am
somewhat doubtful as to our being able to furnish supplies to the volun
teer forces that have mustered into the service, without your assistance.
They win, therefore, be discharged at the termination of their three
mouths.

The commencement of the service of the various companies is as
follows:

Co. B, Capt. Gilmore H ays, Oct. 14, 1855.
U H, " C. C. H ewi tt , U 25, It

II P , II B. f l . Henness, Xov. I , U

1I D, II W. H. ",VaUnce, H 3, <I

'Ihcsc companies were not organized, us y011 are aware, under any
particular law or regulation, but from the necessity of tho casco The
above nrc, therefore, the dates of their reporting to me for du ty.

I highly appreciate the compliment you pay to our citizen soldiery,
and your willingness to co-opera te with such volunteer forces as IDay he
called into the field.

I am, sir, very respectfully,
Y"our obedient servant,

(Signed,) C. ll. ~U.SOK,

Aeting Governor W. T.
25
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[!\'o. 119.]

E XECU lTE OHICE, 'rERRITORY W ASHlXGTQS , }

OLYJIP[.\, J an. Ilth, (11 A. Y.,) 1856.

Capt. Eo D. K EYES,

Fore Stcilc.coom :

SIR :-A small band of Indians buve just arrived from the reserve
in charge of A . J . Simmons, Esq.

They bring the intelligence that last night Lesclii and thirty-eight
of his Indians were at the reserve iu cburga of Dr. ' VcLher, and hurc
} Ir. Swan tied-that to-night tbey will como to ) 11'. Slmmon's reserve for
n similar purposc-c-that the Lalaneo of the hostile Indians, one hundred
in number, ure on the watch on the Xisqunlly plaius. This information
is brought by Indian U J ohn," who was out with Lieut. Slaughter. He
urtbcr states that. the P uyallup Iudiens, in charge of Dr. ' V'cLOer, are

going to kaye the rcscrratiou to-night und go up the river.
~ force of thir ty men will leave here to-day for :\lr. Simmon's res

ervation to endeavor to catch the hostile I ndians if they rome.
Yen, of course, will takp such steps as ~-ou deem necessary in you!'

direction, 3 IJd if possible, endeavor to cut off the retreat up the Puy
allup.

The reservat ion of A.. J. Simmous is on nn island eleven miles north
of west of Olympiu.

I am, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

( Signed,)

[ 1i:o. 120.]

C. R. MASON,
Acting Governor, W, '1',

H EAD Q GARTERS, P l'GET S OCS D DISTRlCf, }
F ORT STElLACOO><, Jan. 6th, (3 P. M.) 18or..

Hon. C. II. M ASON,

Acting Governor w. rr ,:

Sm :-Your note of 11, A. ~I" to-day, is thi s moment received. 1
rceeivcd the same information it conveys, concerning Dr. ' Vchbcr's rc-
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serve, last night at 6 ~ o'clock, r. M. I immediately sent a dispatch to
Capt. Gansevoort of the " Decatur, " to request him to send up as many
boats us he could spare. Afterwards I sent an express to Dr. Tolmie,
requesting him to send the steamer II Beaver" to Steilacoom, which he
kindly complied with. Capt. Maloney with tbirty men, left in the " Bee
fer " nt daylight this morning for the reserve, and possibly they may cap
ture Lcscbi's canoes aud prevent the departure of the Puynllups. I am
waiting for news with the utmost anxiety. At nine o'clock this morning,
a CRUoe full of Indians left the reserve, saying Leschl and his band were
still there. and that Mr. Swan was not tied, but that J..cschi was going
to carry him off for his secretary.

The II Active" is reported this moment to be in sight, and I am go
ing over in her myself

Lescbi, will probably take to the woods, and if he looses his canoes
you know what chances there may be for his escape by land. If you
can set a trap for him in your, quarter I trust you will do so. There
ought to be guards at all the reserves.

In reference to one hundred hostiles in Nesqnally plains, I give less
credit to that report than to any other. I was myself yesterday at
Bradley's, ,McLeOd'S, Murray's, and Sundy Smith's, and saw no signs of
Indians. I must Lave gone over the ground whero they are reported to
he.

Considering the importance of this centre of operations and the
town of Steilacoom, I cannot prudently reduce my force here much lower
than it is. Taking out the sick and wounded (of which we have a con
siderable nnmber) I have only 160 regulars all told, under my command
in all this part of tbe territory.

As you know the sit uat ions of the reserves better than I do, may it
not be well for you to send guards at once from Capt. lIay's and Hen
ness' companies. If you think best will you do so ?

I do not know how long I shall be absent in the /I Active."

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
Your most ob't , servant,

(Signed,) E. D. KEYES,
Captain 3d Artillery, Commanding Post.
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[No. 121.]

H EAD Q UARTF..RS P UGET SoUND D ISTRICT, }
Fort Steilacoom, W . T., J an. l Oth, 1856.

H on. C. H . MAso" .

Acting Governor W. 1'.:

SIR :-On the dth instant, I had the honor to inform yon that I had
neither law nor instructions to warrant mc in giving orders to the rolnn
teers, I bcvc none yet, bnt I will furnish provisions till the end of three
months. I cannot gin them further orders with propriety.

I have heard directly and indirectly from Leschi, and the tempori
zing course I am pursuing, I feel certain, is the reason why he and the
hostiles have ceased their deprcdatlous, I have repeatedly stated in my
letters that this war cannot be elfcctuelly prosecuted without first estab
lishing posts in the enemy's country, so that the men may go out without
pack trains) and mar generally sleep dry,. .My men who 'Were out with
Lieut. Slaughter have many of them, since been disabled with rheums
tisms, 1 deem it necessary to record my opinion that a forward move
ment at this time would Dot hasten the termination of the war, but might
and probably would, induce the hostiles to recommence their depredations.
I hope soon to get re-inforcements, and then operations will commence
at once.

Very respectfully,
(Sigued,)

[1\0. 122.1

your obedient servant,
E. D. KEYES.

Capt. 3d Artillery, Commanding.

Exsccrr..·X O FFICE, TER. 'VASH.,
O LYI4PIA, Feb. 17, 1856.

Lieut. Col. SILA S CASEY,

Commanding Paget Sound District :
Sm:-1 shall move a force of one hundred and twenty volunteers

to Moutgomerys day alter to-morrow, and there establish a block-house.
The block-house on the Yelm Prairie WS8 completed lsst evening. Our
rolunteer force, exclusive of teamsters and qcartermaster'e men, now
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amounts to one hundred and sixty men, all rendezvoused at, and in the
vicinity of the Yelm prairie.

I am well off for supplies generally, but I would he glad to get from
yon cartridges and some forage. 'Vill not the condemned forage answer
for our oxen ?

On arriving at Montgomery's the whole force will he applied to es
tablishing the post, and SOllie thirty three-yoke ox teams be despatched
to Steilacoom to carry the supplies and forage now at Steilacoom. J\fy
weekly ex presses from the Indian reservations reached here Thursday eve
ning. There is great danger of a large force of northern Indians making
en attack on the settlements down the Sound, and I have urged Captain
Gansevoort, after the Active has landed the troops and supplies at the
month of t he Snohomish river, to keep her cruising all the time between
Port Townsend, Bellingham Bay, and Seattle.

The information comes from a pretty reliable source that the north
ern Indians intend coming upon the settlements of the Sound with a force
of sixteen war canoes. My express leaves to-dey for nll the posts on the
Souud, and I have directed them to stand firm and keep a sharp lookout.
I make no change in the Snohomish expedition, it will go ou. A rein
forcement of twenty-five men, {Indians) have gone to Pat Kanim.

This letter will be taken to you by Goudy. If you agree with me
that tbe Active should cruise down the Sound write a letter to Ganse
voort t o tbat effect . Goudy will take it to Steilacoom and band it to my

express man.
l am, very truly,

Your obedient servant,
ISAAC 1. STEVENS,

Governor and Superintendent Indian Affairs.

P . 8 .-1 have also written Governor Douglass at Vancouver's bl
and, advising him of the contemplated expedition of the northern Indi
ans, (mostly within his jurisdiction ) and have requested him to keep one
of the Hudson Bay steamers cruising in the vicinity, and to advise me
promptly of their movements.

(Signed,) I. 1. S.
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l Xo. 123.]

H EAD Q UARTERS P l:GET SOUND D ISTRICT, }

Fort Steilacoom, :Feb. 17, 1855.

To Ills Excellency, I SAAC I. STE\'EN~,

Governor of Washington:
SIR :- Yours of to-day's date is just at hand, I am pleased that

you arc to make 50 spe edy n. movement, and trust you may succeed in
JOur operations.

I hure directed that a note he addressed to Capt. Gansevoort, en
dorsing your "jews. I am glad that you have not suspended your mow 
ments on the Snohomish.

On rl'hnrsday 1 shall move another company into the field in advance
of the Puyallup, and, on the 25th Inst., shall take the field myself. I
have not a large supply of ammunition, but will try to let you have one
Lox of musket cartridges, (1000.)

I have directed the Quartermaster to dispose of the damaged for
age by sale. You may procure more of it from second hands.

I am, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

SI LAS CASEY,
Lt. Col. CQm. Puget Sound District.

[Ko. 124.]

EXECUTI\·E OFncE, Tt R. \VASHINGroN.
Olympiu, Feb. 18th, 1856. }

Lieut. COL. CA SEY,

Corn . Puget Sound Dist., Fort Steilacoom, W. ~L\ :

D""R SIR :-1 hnve this day Issued instruct ions to Capt. Riley to
occupy Lone 'Tree Point, and to maintain it at all hazards.

I trust he "ill be there on Thursday. My quar termaster, Captain
Gover will furnish him with the necessary supplies.

Capt. Riley's force is subject to my orders to march to Rny point, or
to he sent on any duty I may deem necessary to the general defence 0'
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the territory. I have disbanded all companies for local defence, and
hare accepted, and shell accept the servlees of none, except for the gen
eral defence of the territory.

Vcry respectfully, your obedient servant,
( Signed,) ISAAC I. STE YEXS,

Governor and Superintendent .

[.!I'o. 125.]

CrnCE A DJl"T.\ XT G EX ERAL, "'''. T.
Olympia, March 2d, 1856.

C m D1AXDI XG O FFICER,

Fort Steilacoom :

Sm e-c-Infcn uatlou has just been received that the enemy ere infest
ir.g 1!1O country ncar Xnthan Eaton's,

) fr. ,,:rilliam " -hite was shot from hi~ waggou :1." he returned from
church thi-s afternoon, at 5 r. 11. There were two women in tile wuggon,
who c-cnpcd by the horses runulug away. Tb l'RC women report several
Indians u... having fired.

Al..;o, a waggoner named Northcraft, has been missing for eight
days. H is waggon was found to-day. The oats which he wua taking
frotu )lound prairie to the Yelm, were found in the wuggon, or 0 11 the
ground, anti the bags and oxen, with the mall gone ; he W3.-"i doubt less
l illed.

The Governor desires me to request Jon to send thirty men to t he
Yelm to nsslst in scouring the couutry in the vicinity.

A ll t he men left hen' fit for duty will march towards the Yelm to
morrow, relying' upon Jour co-operation.

I am, "it , very respectfully,
Yonr obedient servant,

( Signed,) JAMES TIL'rOK,
Adj 't. Gen. W . T. V_

By order of the Govsason,
and Commander-in-Chief W . T. V.
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IXo. 126.]

F ORT S TF.II..\COOM, \V. T.,
lIIarch 3d, 1856. }

JAMES TILTON,

Adj't. Gen. W. '1'. Volunteers, Olympia :

SIR :-Your letter of the 2d inst., is at hand. I regret very much
that I am unable to accede to your request, for men to be sent from thi...
post to the vicinity of the Yelm.

The force at this post just now, is thirty-one men for duty, out 01'
which I have to send a party of ten to escort a train of provisions to the
Puyallup, to-day.

I am sir, very respectfnlly,
Yout most obedient ser vant,

JOlIN XUGBX,
Lt. 4th Inf. Com. P ost.

[No. 127.]

H EAD Q UARTERS, P UGI';T Socxn DISTRICT, }

Fort Steilacoom, W . T., March 15, 1856 .

G OVERXOR I. I. STF:VENS,

Olympia, W . T. :

SIR-I respectfully request that you will at once issue your proela
malian calling into the service of the United States two companies of
volunteers to serve on foot, for the period of four months, unless SOOTIN

discharged. E ach company to consist of one captain, one first and one
second lieutenant, four serjennts, four corporals, and seventy privates.

I wish beth companies to be mustered into service at Port Stella
COOJll .

The authority for calling for the above named troops, bas been givel1

by the General commanding tbe department of the Paci6c.
I received yestenlay all accession of two companies of the 9th in

fantry. With this accession of force, and the two companies of volun



201

teers called for , I am of the opinion that I shall have e, sufficient number
of troops to protect this froutier without the aid of those now in the
service of t he territory.

I am, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient ser vant ,

(Signed,) SI LAS CASEY,
Lieut. Col. 9th Inf., Com. Pugct Sound District.

l ~o. 128.]
BXECUTH"E D.i" .uCE, W A3HIXGTO:-i TEnimOHY, }

OLn[r[,\, Marrh teu, 1856.

LIErT. C OL. CASEY,

9tlt I n. Com. P uget Sound Di~t.. Ft. Steilacoom, W. T.:

Sm :- 1 111\ '; c received .your let ter of the Loth instant, advising me
of accession to your command of t wo coiapuulcs of regulars, and request

ing me to issue my proclamation calling into the serv ice of the U nited
States t wo companies of volunteers to SCf Ye Oil fuot , fo r the period of
four months, unless <;;OOlH'l' d ls- lmrged. These compa nies you wish to l)f~

mustered into the service at P ort S teilacoom.
You also express the opinion t hat if this requisition be complied

with, that you will have a sufficient number of troops to protect this
frontier without the aid of those now in the service of the territory.

I am nlso advised that you have been author ised to make t his requl
eition for troops lJ)' the general commanding the department of the I'a
clflc.

Y ou have been informed by me not oulyof the volunteer force,
which had been called out to protect the settlements, and to wage war
upon the Indians, but of t he plan of onupnicn wl.ich I han adopted , of
the posit ions which these troop- occupy, and of the blows already struck
by them against t he enemy. I t ake it for granted that this Information
has been communicated to Gen. \'f001, uud has been considered by him
ill his official action.

In the two visits which I har e made to Steilacoom to confer with
yon, one of them made at great personal inconvenience, 1 have waived

20
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etiquette in my anxious desire to co-operate with the regular service. I
have communicated unreservedly my plans and views and have endeav
ored, so far as my operations were concerned, to conduct affairs in a way
to insure the whole force operating as a unit in the prosecution of the
war.

I am. happy to say, that in our several interviews and communications,
you have met me in the SaIDe spirit of co-operation to the extent that the
impression has been made upon my mind, that such disposition had been
made of the volunteers in your opinion, as to make them au efficient ele
ment in the general combinat ion.

Kow your requisition on me to issue my proclamation to call into
the service of the United States two companies of volunteeers, in con
nectiou with the expression of your opinion, that if the can were com
plied with, the services of the troops now in t he service of the terri tory
mn,)' be dispensed with, is, in fact, a call upon me t o withdraw all the
troops now in ,the field, with their sixty to eighty days' provisions, to aben 
don the block houses, to leave the set tlements both north and south open
to attacks of the marauding Indians, and, at the very moment when our
troops are prepared to strike a, and perhaps th e, decisive blow, to abun
don t he campa ign, and reorganize anew.

Are you aware that in the patriotic response of the citizens of this
territo ry to the cull of tbe executive, over one balf of our able-bodied
men are bearing arms, that the people are almost ent irely living in block
houses, and that it is entirely beyond the ability of our citizens to organ-

•ize an additional company of even fifty men ?
The t wo companies you c.'\11 for can, therefore, not be raised except

by the withdrawal of the troops, and abandoning the campaign at the
rery moment when the prospects are flattering to end the war.

For the reasons above it will be impossible to comply witb yonr re
qu isition. N or can I suppo!';c that in making thc requisition, either Maj.
Gen. W ool or yourself, helieved for a moment that the requisition would
he seriously entertained by me.

But I am of opinion that even were the requisition complied with,
yonr force would not be adequate to the protec tion of the frontier and
the set tlements. Having the highest respect for your opinion, knowing
bow eantiously and carefully you approach any field of labor, and bow
thoroughly you investigate it, and reach your conclusions, I am con
strained to express my jndgment that J Ou would soon he obliged to call
for an additional force fully e'I"UI in all, to tbe force which bas been
called out by my previous proclamations,

In such 3. case, I bar e no other- alternative than to ac t accord ing to
m}O deliberate judgment. For, if waiving' my own j udgm ent to yours, in-
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j ury should result, the responsibility would attach to me uo Iess thau to
yourself.

Otherwise. why is the militia. organized, and the executive made its
commander-in-chief? It is to meet emergencies like the present ?

But were it practicable to comply with your requisition, and were
these requisitions in my judgment competent, I should not deem it expe
dient to place the force thus raised, under the command of the officers of
the regular service.

The war has now gone five months. It is a war emphatically for the
defence of the setllements. So much so, that I have ordered to the
Sound fonr companies from the Columbia river, and at this critical period
it is important that there should be no changes in the command, or in
plan. In view of this, and also, in r lew of the changes of opinion and
of plan, on the part of the officer in chief command on this coast, grow
ing out of a want of proper understanding of the difficulties to be en
countered, I am of opinion that the whole force will be more efficient,
and that there will he a better spirit of eo-operation, if tbe regular nnd
volunteer services are kept distinct. De this as it may, the campaign is,
I trust, approaching its consummation, and changes of plan can only be
fraught with mischief

Tbe citizens of this territory bare , ery great confidence in the office",
of the regular service, and especially is this the case with the people of
the Sound. These relations have been more than cordial ; these are the
witnesses of the efficiency of the troops stationed here, nnd their grati
tude has been announced on several occasions since the organiza tion of
the territory.

The force now in the field has not been mustered into the service of
the territory, but into the serviee of the United States. My authority,
as the highest federal officer of tbe territory, is derived from the same
source as that of the Major General commanding t he Pacific division. I
am commissioned by the President, and I act under authority of the laws
of congress, and the responsibilities ()f In)" oath of office.

F or these reasons, JOur requisitions cannot be complied with, at the
same time, yon may rest assured of my doing ever)· thing in my power to
co-operate with you, and I hope that, througb tbe action of us all, the
war may soon be closed, and the suffering inhabitants of the territory
may be rescued from their present unhappy condition.

With great respect, I have the bonor to be,
Your most obedient servant,

(Signed, ) ISAAC I . STE VE I\ 8 ,
Governor and Commander-in-Chief W . T. \-.
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[No. 129.]

EXECL'TlYE O FFICE, 'VASlUNOTON T r.RRlTORY,

Olympia, April 15, 1~56. }
Lieut. Col. SILAS C~SEY,

9th Iuf. Com. P. S. District, F ort Steilacoom, W. T.:

SIR :-Orders bare been sent to ~lajor Van Bocklin, commanding
Ole northern battalion, 2d regiment W. T. volunteers, to evacuate the
post at Porters prairie upon its occupation by Mnjor Garnett.

Also, lIIajor Van Bocklin has been bistmctcd to offer the forts
.. Pike and P osey 71 to your officers, that be may wake 0. scout with his
whole fort-e towards the Kaehess pa~s, to search for tbe euemy in that di
rect ion, and venfy. the depth of t.IJOW in the Xachess pass.

After his return he is ordered to march to the Snoqualmie pass, and
concentrate his battalion at thnt point. I propose, sir, to confine the op
cmtions of the Wilshington Territory forces to the Jiues of the Suoho
mlsh nnd Nesqually, and consider the force under my command as amply
adequate for the Nachess or \Vhite river line. If ) 'OU concur in these
views do me the favor to issue orders to that effect, to your officers to
toke possession of the posts at Porters and also" Pike and Posey."

I t ould be very glad to hear from you,
",'jth great respect, I have the honor to he,

Your obedient servant,
ISAAC I. STEVENS,

Governor and Commander-in-Chief W. T. V.

[ No. 130. ]

H EAD Q CARTERS, P UGET S OC:SD DISTRICT, }

Fort Steilacoom, April 15th, 1856.

Got'. IsAAC I. Sn:YEKS,

Olympia, W . T.:

GOt'F.RXOR :- Yours of to-day's date is just received, and in reply,
1 would my that Major Garnet has orders to occupy P orter's prairie, end
if he has Dot already done so, he will, es soon as his troops return from
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a combined scout which I have ordered ill the direction of the :Meridiun
prairie, the Dewamsh lake, and the prairies beyond the Cedar river.

It is my intention to watch the Nechess pa!iS pretty closely, and I
think your plan of occupying the Snoqualmie pass u very good one.

Would it not be well to watch the Cowlitz pass also?
'with regard to forts" Pike and Posey," not knowing their locality,

I cannot answer your enquiries with regard to them.
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant ,

(Signed,) SILAS CASEY,
Lieut. Col. 9th Iu., Com. P. S. District.

[Ko. 131.)
EXECL'TIV"E OFFICE, W ASHlNGTON 'rERRITORY,

Olympia, April 21st, 1856. }
Lieut. Col. SILAS CASEY,

Commanding Puget Sound District :

SIR :-Your letter of the l ath has been received. The Lewis county
company arc watching the Cowlitz river pass, and I am intcndinp- to asso-
ciate with them Indian auxiliaries from the Cowlitz and Chehalis tribes.

I learned last evening that your troops found all Indian hospital 011

the Puyallup, in which were twenty-five Indians too badly wounded to be
moved, end who must die. Were they the wounded of the recent opera
tious, or the wounded from the beginning of the war? I have supposed
they were the wounded of the last operations, and perhaps not all the
wounded at that. I hope your troops will have a good scout in the neigh
bcrhood of the lakes. Lt. Col. Lander will co-operate with your forces,
and with good fortune, I trust the country in that direction will be
swept.

I am sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant ,

(Signed,) ISAAC I. STEVENS,
Governor and Oommander-ln-Chief W. T. V.
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[Xo. 132.J

Ex ECL'TIH; OFFICE, OLYMl'IA, 'V. T.,
May 28th, 1856. }

Lieut. Col. SU.AS CASEY,

Commanding I'uget Sound District:
SIR :- Lieut. Col. Shaw will deliver tbis letter, and explain more

folly my views in regard to a proposed operation of the regular and volun
teer troops. Instead of your sending two companies to the reinforcement
of Col. Wright by way of the Cascades and Columbia, I would suggest
your sending three companies to the Nachess, retaining oue at or near
the pass, and advancing the others into the Y akima country.

At the same time, I will put my whole mounted force through the
Snoqualmie pass, and down the main Yakima.

The Northern battalion shall oceupy posts on the line of the Suo
qualmie, from the falls to the easstern slope. A depot shan be established
on the eastern slope ; all the horsemen will then be available to strike
and pursue the enemy.

The remaining force at the head of the Sound will be about one
hundred strong . I would be glad to make an arrangement in the event
that the movement over the mountains go on, to transfer to you the posts
on the Puyallup, on Connell's and South prairies.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
(Signed,) IS A AC I. STEVENS,

Governor and Commnnder-ln-Chlef.

[No. 133.]

HEAD Q UARTERS, Pccer S OUIIo"D DISTRICT, }

F ort Steilacoom, May 28th, 1855.

Gov. I. I . STE\-El'S,
Olympia, W . T .:

G OVER....'OR :- Your communication of to-day's date bas beeu reed
red, I feel much obliged to yon for forwarding my communication from
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Vancouver, 1 have not seeu Col. Shull' as yet. Major Garnet, with
two companies, left here this morning for the purpose of joining Col.
Wright rin t he Cowlitz Lending.

I d id DOt send him across the Nechcss pass, for the reason : First,
I consider there would be much delay in getting across. In the next place,
I had DOt sufflctent transportation to spare for that purpose.

I have one company watching the road which lends across the Ne
chess pass. My eccounts from the other side are that Col. Wright was
conferring with the Indians. Owhi, Teias and Stock Whitley had been
to his camp.

Lieut. Van",oast, disguised as a packer, bad been to the Indian
camp. Should the Indians agree to terms, peace will probably be made ;
if not, when Col. Steptoe joins he will attack them.

I am, sir, very respectfully,
Your ohedieut servant,

(S igned, )

[No. 134.)

SIL AS CA SE Y,
Lieut. Col. 9th In. Com. P . S. District.

E XECUTIVE O FFICE, TERRlTORY W ASHINGTON, }

OI.Y~PJA, W . T., JDDe 2d, 1856.

Lieut. Col. SILAS CASEY,

Com. P . S. District, F ort S teilacoom, W . T.:

S IR :- 1 propose to turn oyer to J'OU the post. at the wagon road
crossing of the Puyallup, on Connell's and South Prairies. The post on
Connell's prairie, in view of the relations to it of the posts on the ~Iuck~

lcshoot, P orter's and South prairies, is probably unsurpassed ,

The expedition I am about moving across the Cascades by the Sno
qualmie pass will leave only about one hundred men, not all effectives, for
the defence of the line from Montgomerie's to the Skookum Chuck. I
am of opinion that it will not do to disgarnish any portion of the line till
the Indians have been struck cast of the Cascades , and been driven to
wards the interior.



208

The company of volunteers at the Cowlitz are establishing a post on
the Clickato.t Prairie, some distance above the L anding, and are opening'
a trail thereto.

Captain P ierre Charles, with ten Indians, is now scouting still higher
up the Cowlitz j he has brought to the reservation at Plomondeun's ODe

party of seven Indians. I am daily expecting to hear that he hils brought
in a second party of four Indians.

Will yon send me word as t o the posts by retnrn of the express.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

( Signed,) ISAAc I. STE V ENS,
Governor and Commander-in-Chief W . T.

[No. 135.J
EXECUTIVE O FFICE, O LYMPIA,

.MIlY 28th, 1856. }
Lieut. Col. S ILAS C AREY,

Commanding Puget Sound District:

SIR :-1 scnd )'on some lett ers brought by my express yesterday.
Will you send me worn by the express your views as to the suggestions
made in my letter of the date sent by the hands of Col. Shaw.

I have little or no doubt that it will be practicable to push wagons
from camp Montgomery to Rattle Snake prairie, (Cedar creek) and thence
over the Snoqualmie pass to a prairie on the Y nkima, suitable for a depot
post.

I shall send a staff officer immediately over the route to verify the
information I have received, and in case of its practicability to bire
the necessary directions for putting parties at work to open the road.
Six days since there was snow on the Snoqualmie pass for only three
miles, and the greatest depth was four feet.

I am, sir, very respectfully,
Y our obedient servant,

(Signed,) ISAAC 1. STEVE NS,
Governor and Commander-in-Chief.
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No. 136.

llEAD Q UARTF.RS, P r:GET SOI::YD D ISTRICT,}
F ORT S TEII.ACOOll, June 1, 1856.

SIR :-Your commnnication of yes terdaj- bas been received. In re
ply, I am directed by Lieut. Col. Casey to say, that as matters now

stand. he is of the opinion that he bas regular troops enough to give pro
tectiou to the inhabitants of this portion of the Territory, and he is ready
to occopy with tho United Stu tes troops the following positions now occu
pied U}' the volunteers, viz : II: Connell's prairie," the block-house at the
point tbe military road crosses the P uyallup river, U ~Iolltgomery's ," and
the block-house on the Yelm, as soon as Jon may see fit to vacate said
positions.

I am, sir,
Your obedient servant,

JOIIN NUGEN,
2d Lieut. 4th Infantry, A. A. A. G.

Lieut. Col. B. 'F. 8 HAWt

Commandlug Hight Wing, Vl. T. V .

No. 137.
BXECUTI\'E O .·nCE, TERRITORY W ASJlIN"GTON", }

Olympia, June 3d, 1856.

Lieut. Col. SILAS CASF.V,

Comuiandlug Pngct Sound District, Fort Steilacoom, 'V. T. :
Sm :- 1 have read your letter of yesterday acceding to my proposi

tion in regard to turning over to JOu the posts on the Puyallup and Con
nell's prairie, aud also proposing to relieve me of toe post at :Monlgomery's
and the Yclm.

Orders have been given to Lieut . Col. Shaw to make the necessary
arrangements to tutu over the first named posts, as also the post on South
prairie.

In reference t o 'hontgomery's and the Yelm, I hope soon to he able
to make the arrangements to turn them over to you. I am still of the
opinion that the next (our weeks \\;11 be a Tery critical period on the

27
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Sound, and that it will not be safe to disband any of the t roops in the
field till tbe operations in the Yakima country shall have resulted in
heading the enemy and driving him into the interior. The recent wanton
murders at Steilacoom and on W hite river, hav e excited the friendly I n
dians, and if repeated, may urge them to hostility. Every exertion shall
be used by me to prevent their recurrence, and at all events to bring of
fenders to justice. I am anxious for the time to arrive when the safety to
tbe settlement" I shall feel au thorized to disbaud a part or the whole of
the volunteers, and I will make errangmcnte to turn over to you hoth the
posts, at Montgomery's and the Yelm, as soon as it is ascertained that no
large party of the enemy will cross the monntains to commence the war
anew.

It is probable that at all events, Montgomery's may be turned over
and the stores moved to the Yelm in a short time.

Truly your obedient servant,
ISAAC I. STE V E NS,

Governor and Commander-in-Cbief.

No. 138.

HEAD QUARTERS, PUGEr S OUND DISTRICT, }
F ort S teilacoom, Oct. 20th, 1856. .

Gm"ERNOR :-}<'or several weeks past there hOBbeen more than one
hundred Indians, including women and children, encamped ncar this post
Your agents han taken no charge of them, null I nmlerstnnd, decline so
doing. I sent them to the reservation soon after they came in, and \f~

informed by Mr. Ford, yonr agent , several clays after, that he had taken
no charge of them, and did not intend doing 50. I received them again
in order to prevent any disturba nce t hat migbt ensue from t he strange
conduct of J our agents.

In consequence of tbis, I bave considered that the public tranqoility
required that I should ration them, and J have since t hen, done secor
dingly. Inasmuch as hostilities have ceased in this district, I lID not COD·

sider that it is my provence to t ake care of these Indians, and I respect
folly requ est that yon will relieve me from tbe responsibility.

Permit me to say, that I am fully of the opinion that if the Indians
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of the Sound are treated with kindness and justice, and lawless men res
trained from violence towards them, there will be no danger of any out
break on their part.

In conclusion, I would remark, thnt I sincerely desire the prosperity
and happiness of the people on the Sound, and I em confident that they
will be the recipients of these blessings only so far as they shall prove
themselves a law abiding, just, and forbearing people.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

SILAS CASEY,
Lieut. Col. 9th In., Com. P. S. District.

His Excellency 1. 1. STEYEKS,
Gov. Washington Territory and Sop. I nd. Affuirs.

[ No. 139. ]
EXECUTIVE O FFICE, WASTIINGTON TERRITORY,}

Olympia, Oct. 20th, 1856.

Lieut. Col. S ILAS C ASEY,

Commanding Puget Sound District, Fort Steilacoom :
SIR :-1 have received your letter of this date requesting me to take

charge of the Indians, more tlian one hundred in number, encamped near
your post, and stating that you had received them when sent buck from
the reservation, in order to prevent any disturbance that might ensue from
the strange conduct of my agent. Capt. Ford has in this matter acted
under the instructions of the general agent, Col. Simmons, who, I aID in
formed notified you that the Indians would not be received, previous to
your sending them to tho reservation.

Although hostilities have for the present ceased on the Sound, yet in
my judgment, the Indians at your post, most of whom have come from the
east side of the mountains, are not in that condition of submission, which
makes it safe to incorporate them with the friendly Indians ; nor will they
be in that condition till the known murderers of that band arc arrested
for t rial. If these murderers of that band are not apprehended and tried
and punished if convicted, we shall be at all times exposed to a renewal
of the war, and its scenes of death and devastations. These Indians at
your post during the short time that they were at the reservation endear -
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ored to create disaffection among the friendly Indians, which is not to be
wondered at, as Stahl and other known murderers were sent to that res
ervation. I have therefore to request your aid to assist me in apprehend
ing Lcschi, Quiemuth, Kitsep, Stebi, Nelson, and other murderers, and to
keep them in custody, awaiting a warrant from the nearest magist rate,
which being accomplished, I will receive the remainder, presuming, how
ever, that I will provide for them iu the neighborhood of your post till
tbe return of Col. Simmons. Iu regard to Lescbl, I will state that from
recent information in my possession, I am almost certain tbat he is endea
voring to raise a force to prosecute the war anew.

• The Indians under Kitsap and Nelson, bare a camp, it is said, on
Green river, where, not only have they arms and ennnunitjon, but the
arms and ammunit ion of those who are at your post.

Leschi is here for no other purpose, in my judgment, than to renew
the war, and what has recently occurred in the W alla "rnlla valley,
should admonish men UpOll whose shoulders rests the responsibility of the
menagemeut of affairs, not t o fecI too secure.

Yet I have learned since my return, that Lesehi, within a few days,
has beep. at Ncsquclly, and that Dr. Tolmie hcd communicated the fact
to you, yet no effort s: were made to arrest him, not even to the extent of
sending me the inform ation,

III conclusion, I have to state that I do not believe any country or
any age has afforded an example of the kindness and justice which has
been shown towards the Indians by the suffering inhabitants of the
Sound during t he recent troubles. They have, in spite of the few cases
of murder which have occurred, showed themselves eminently a law abi
ding, a just ana a forbear ing people. They desire the murderers of In
dians to be punished, but they complain, and they have n right to com
plain, if Indians, whose hands are steeped in the blood of the innocent,
should go unwhipped of justice. .

1 am, very respectfully,
Y our obedient servant,

(Signed.) ISAAC 1. STEVENS,
Governor and Commande-in-Chief.
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[Xo. 140.1

H EAD Q UARTERS, P UGET S OUND DISTRICT, }
PORT STEILACOOM, Oct. 21, 1856.

Ilis Excellency, I. I . STEVEXS,

Governor and Sup. Ind. Affairs, Olympia, W . ~r. :

GO\" F.R~OR :-Yours of the 20th inst., has just been received. I de
sire in the first place, to correct one piece of information which you have
received. You state that you have been informed that Col. Simmons,
Jour agent, had notified rue previously that the Indians would not be re
ceived OIl the reservation. I received no such notification from Col. Sim
mons, 8IH] the fi rst Information that I had of any unwillingness to take
them was from Mr. Ford, several days after they had been sent out. I
can see no reason for changing the opinion with regard to Indian matters
which I had the honor to commuulcatc to you in my letter of yesterday.
The Indians on the Sound, therc is no doubt, can, by neglect and ill
usage, be driven to desperation.

Those whom you wish my assistance to take, arc some of those who
were driven'from this district across the Cascade mountains. They dellv
ered themselves up to Col. Wright, when in the Yakima. country-made
their peace with him, and were promised protection. Col. Wright in
formed me of these facts, and although it might be said that command
ing an independent district, I was not bound by his acts, still it would be
bad policy, if not bad faith, to pursue a different course towards these In
dians, not being able to understand the difference-would look upon it as
a breach of faith .

Now, with due deference to you, sir, I would suggest tbat the bet
tel' way would be to consider that we have heen at war with these Indi
ans, and now we are at peace.

To he sure, they have killed some of the people, but that is incident
to war. Most of those who have committ ed murder have been killed,
and the Indians have suffered much.

You say that some of the Indians wbo killed wbites arc still at large.
It may be so, but are there not whites at large who have wantonly mnr
dered innocent Indians in thi s district?

For the reasons above mentioned, I cannot assist in arresting the
men who you have named, but will submit the matter to the General com
manding the departmeut of the Pacific, and be governed by his orders iu
the premises.

Althongh I do not consider that I can """ist in taking the Indians
yon named, unless they- re-commence the war, still, from my regard for
the civil authority, I will, as I informed Judge Chambers and others, re-
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celve for sure keeping any Indians whom, by due process of luw, they rna!
commit.

1 presume you were Dot informed that Lescbi had seen Dr. Tolmie,
from the fact that yon were on the Columbia river.

V ery respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

SI LAS CASEY,
Lt. Col. 9th In . Com. Puget Souud District,

[No. HI]
EX£et.l'f IVS: OFFICE, 'VASHINGTON T ERRITORY, }

OLYMr lA, Oct. 27th, 1856.

Lieut. Col. S. CASEY,
Commending Puget Sound District:

81R:-YOOf letter of the 21st, came to my hands this evening.
In regard to the protection promised the Indians, in arresting whom

I have asked your assistance, I have the statement to me by Col. Wright,
that he had made no terms with them, and had guaranteed to them no
immunity from trial and punishment. This statement was made to me
repeatedly by Col. W right, and in the presence of witnc..ses, one of whom
is Mr. Secretary, and late acting Governor Mason. On the contrary, I
bsve twice, ill writing, made requisition on Col. 'Vright for the delivery
to me, in order that they might be brought within reach of the civil au
thorities, of L escbi, Quiemuth, Kitsap, Stahl, and Kelson, a requisition
whieh he has not pretended to disregard , bnt which he simply asked my
consent to have suspended for the present, in view of the circumstances
under which they come in. I renew my requisition upon yon, as I did
upon Col. 'Vright, and I enclose for your information, the correspondence
had with Col. Wright, in relat ion to tho same subject.

The operations on the Sound have been from the beginning, on the
part of the Indians, those of murderers and outlaws-c-no tribe as such,
having broken into hostility- s lid they are, therefore, entitled to DODe of
the rights of war. Yet , that g reat leeity has been shown them by the
Territorial authorities, I presume that I could have no better witness
than yonrself.
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Granted that it was a. Ctl6C of legitimate warfare, the men for whom
I make requisition committed the murders in a time of profound pence,
nnder circumstances of unsurpassed treachery and barbarity, when their
rlctims were entirely unsuspicious of danger, and thi s, t oo, in violation of
the faith of treaties, which expressly stipulated for the giving up of men
guilty of such offences.

Nor is there any analogy between the cases of known Indians, who
have murdered white men, and certain unknown white men who have mur
dered Indians. Your soldiers killed an Indian. Where nrc they? The
citizens have killed Indians. Where are they? Two arc in your own
garrison in confinement , awaiting trial j and th e others, proof has not yet
been found, after avery exertion has been made to insure a bill from a
grand jury in regard to the persons suspected.

H ow call the civil arms reach the murderers, except by the assist
ance of the military? Shall a posse be summoned to assist the sheriff,
and shall he penetrate tho wilderness of the upper Puyallup, where now
it is reported Leschi is? Or shall I give official information to the mill

tary that they arc demanded, and ask its assistance to seize them wher-
ever they can be found?

Any citizen enn give information before a magistrate, and have a
warrant issued for their arrest. It is, in my bumble judgment, in vie\... of
my requisition, the duty of the military to make usc of every means to
bring these Indians within reach of the civil authority.

I do not understand, in view of the known humanity and energy of

the Indian service OD the Sound, aided, as it has been, by the body of the
citizens, the necessity, in communications to me, of this constant reference
to the ill treatment of the Indians, for it must be horne in mind, that we
have managed some four thousand five hundred Indians on temporary res
ervations on the Sound during the war.

Indians taken from, or ncar the vicinity of the war ground, and by
unwearied vigilance and care, have seen them pass from 11 state of uncer
tainty as to whether they would join the war par ty, to one of content
ment and satisfaction, with no assistance from the military whatever.

I have not seen Col. Simmons since my return, and I will simply
state that my information in reference to hie having notified you previous
to the Indians being sent to the reservation, that they would not be re
ceived there, was derived from persons in constant communication with
him, both previous and subsequent to his conference with you. There bee
been some misapprehension in the matte-r, either on his part or yours.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed.j ISAAC I . STEVENS,
Go v. and Sup. Indian AlJai,.. W . T .
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[No. 142.]
H EAD Q lJ'ARTERS, P n iKT S Ot"NV D1STRIcr, }

Fort Steilacoom, W. T., Oct 29, 1856.

His Excellency, I. I. S TEVESS,

Gov. and Sop. Ind. Affairs, Olympia, W. T.:

GOVERKOR:-Your communication of tile 27th inst., is just received.
10 reply, I wonld say that I see no reason to alter my opinion with regard
to Indian matters on the Sound, which I have already made known to you.
A copy of your communication will be forwarded to the General com
manding the Department of the Pacific, and his order in the premises
will be promptly obeyed.

I am, very respectfully,
Your obedient sen-ant,

SILAS CASEY,
9th Inf. Com. P. S. District, Fort Steilacoom, W . T.:

[No. 143.]
O FFICE S UP. INDIAN AnAIM, }

Olympia, W. r, Oct. 31, 1856.

Licut. Col. SILAS CASEY,

Com. Puget Soond Dist, Fort Steilacoom, W. T.:

Sm :-1 have the hooor herewith to eoclose a eopy of a letter of
instructions from Col. Wright to ]OCajor Garnett, directing the latter to
torn over to me for trial before the courts, Lesehi, Nelson, Kitsap, Stahl
and Quiemuth.

These instruetlons show conclusively, that Col. Wright had made 00

terms with these men, guaranteeing to them immooity from punlabment
for their misdeeds.

I trust tbat you will feci authorized by your views of duty, to com
ply with the requisition wbich I hare twice made upon you, (and wbieh I
take again this occasion to renew.

•I will observe that the instructions to Ma]. Garnett were enclosed
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to me for the use of Col. Shaw, who goes to the Yakima as soon as his
business on the Sound is settled, which will be in a very few days.

* * * * * * *:to
Ycry respectfully,

Your most obedient,
( Signed,) ISAAC I. STEVENS,

Gov. and Sup. Ind . Affairs, W . T.

[Nn. 144.]
HEAD Q UARtERS, PUGET S OUND DISTRICT, }

Fort Bteilacoom, Nov. 2d, 1855.

His Excellency, I. I. STEVENS,

GOV. and Snp. Indian Affnirs, W . T.:
GOVERNOR :-Yours of tbe 31st rut. is received. As witb your prior

communication, a copy will be transmitted to the General commanding
tbe Department of tbe 'Paciflc.

I shall, in the meantime, comply with the requisition of the civil an
thority, so far as it can be done without a rc-commenccment of hostilities
on my part.

In all ordinary cases, I should bevo DO hesitation in complying with
the requisition of the Superintendent of Indian Affairs, but tbis is a case
in which, in my opinion, the rights and usages of war are somewhat in
rolved, and in consequence, I consider myself Dud military superiors the
proper person. to jndge in the matter.

Vcry respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed,) SILAS CASEY,
Lt. Col. 9tb Inf. Com. P. S. District.

28
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[1'0. 145.)

H EAD Q UARTERS, P CGF.'l' S OUND DISTRICt', }

Fort Steilacoom, W. T. , Nov. 6, 1856.

His Excellency, I. I. STEVENS,

Gov. and Sup. Indian Affairs, Olympia, W. T.:
SIR:-Yours of tho 4th inst., is just received. Neither Liout. Me

Kihbin or any other officer , bas boon authorised by me to permit Indians
to leave the reservation without authority from their agent ; and if Lieut.
McKibbin has so far exceeded his authority, such orders will be given to
him as will prevent its recurrence.

Tho Indians ncar tho outlet of the Dewamish lake, are t hose who
wcre permitted by the Indian agent, by my request, to go to tbat point, for
tho purpose of constructing a fisb weir. I understand thoy are catchiag
a largo nmnber of fish, and 1 trust, will be permitted to stop until the run
of fish has passed .

A s I remarked to you, in a communication a few days since, I will
again repeat, that as hostilities bad ceased in this district, I wished to be
released from the responsibility of the cha rge of any of these Indians,
when it has bccu refused by your agents, nnd I co~idered it my bounden
duty so to do, iu order that the peace and tranqnillity of the commuuity
may be preserved.

'Vith regard to the reports which your agents and others carry to
yon about hostile Indians, &c., I would merely say that I find it necessary
to receive all such reports with great caut ion,

The one which I had the honor to receive from you, a few days since,
statlug that more than one hundred I ndians had left the reservation for
tho purpose of joiuiug Lcschl, proves to have been what I believed at the
time, a baseless fabrication.

W ith a sincere desire to do justice to ell, I will Slly that it is my
firm belief, after weighed, I trust, with due considerat ion, an the circum
stances connected with the matter, that if, in dealing witb the Indians on
this Sound, a spirit of justice is exercised, and those who have charge of
thew are actuated by au eye siuglo to their duties, and t he pence of tho
country, there need be no further difficulty. If, on the contrary, undue
credence is given to the many reports which are constantly being circula
ted in this community, (most of them false,) made either from mere wan
tonness, the spirit of revenge, or from interested motives, the acts of out-
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rage on the Indians, which their belief, by unreflecting persona will inves
tigate, may lead to retaliation and the peace of the country endangered.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

( Signed, ) SILAS CASE Y,
Lt. Col. 9th Inf., Com. Puget Sound D istrict.

[No. 146.J
E XECUTIVE O rnCE, W ASIDNGT02'i' T ERRITORY,}

OLYllPIA, Nov. 8th, 1856.

Lieut. CoL SILAS CA SEY,

Commending Poget Sound District, Fort Steilacoom, W . T. :

Sm :-1 have reeelred your letters of the 2d and 6th November, by
the hands of L t. N ugen.

Jlly reasons for declining to receive the I ndians at your post have
been already slated and remain in foil force. When t he murderers and
those accused of murder, arc, in compliance with my reqalsiticn, placed
by you in the hands of the civil authority, the I ndians will be received.
The agents have positive orders to receive none of tbese Indians except
by my written instructions. These Indians har e been, or will be indicted
by the grand j urj- of the several counties. As you have proclaimed that
hostilities have ceased, they are in your military possession,

I enclose the report to me of my local agent, Page, in regard to the
alleged interference of Lieut . :McKibbin with his I ndians. I em glad to
be informed of the steps yuu have taken in the mailer.

In regnrd to your observations about the reports which my "agents
and others carry to me," as well as the re-Iterations of former obsorva
tiona in reference to the exercise of a "Pirit of justice, and the effor ts of
persons in charge of Indians being "actuated hy an eye single to those
duties and the peace of the country," I bar e simply to state that the toue
of them is offensive, and come, with an ill grace from the authority that
bus done little, to that which has done mach. It is uot my disposition to
retaliate, but the occasion makes it proper for me to state that the great-
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eat dilIlcnlty I hr.ve bad to eeeounter in slopping tbe whisky tra1l1ck with
tbelndians at Steilacoom and Bellingham Bay, baa been the conduct of
your own command. It would seem to he more appropriate that yon
should first control and reform the conduct of your own people, before
going out of your way to iostruct and rebuke another branch of tbc pub
lic sen ice B. service, too, which, both from its experience 8 Dd the success
which baa attended its labors, is entitled to the presumption tbat it is as
mnch interested and as mnch devoted to the peace of the conntry as your
self, and as well qnalified, to say the least, to consider dispassionately and
judge w~ly of dairs at the present junctore.

I have also been informed of yonr tbaoking Ood, in tho presence of
Mr. Wells, who iuformed yon how the Mnckelshoot reservation wee laid
olr, that the ioiquity of it was Dot upon your huuds-c-a remark .highly
presnmptuoos and insnIting, as well from tho fact the business did not
concern yon, as from the fact that tho reservatiou was laid olr both in t he
way I arranged with the Indians at tbe council on Fox bland, and to
their satisfaction on the ground.

I amalso informed by Col. Simmons personally, that be did gil'< yon
notice that be wonld not receive tbe I ndians. I presume you did not Ils
ten to him, being altogetber too much pre-occupied witb your own views,
to IiBteD to a gentleman In regard to a business of whieb be and his snpe
riors "are the proper persons to judge."

Very respectfnlly,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed. ) ISAAC I. STEVENS,
Governor ..d Snp. Indian Mairs, W. T.

N. B.-I will respectfully ask yon to send me a copy of my letter
notifying yon that one hundred Indians bad left to join Leachi

[No. 147.)
Hun QuAklERB, P VGET SoCND Dul'llucr, }

Fort Steilacoom, W . T., Nov. 12, 1856.

1lJII Exce1lellOJ, Is.uc I . STEV"". ,
Gov. and Bup. Indian Alfairs, Olympia, W . T.:

GOV"""OB:-1 bave tbe honor to ac)<nowledge the receipt of )'0fJ1

commnnkatlon of tbe 8tb inst.
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8y reference to your communicat ion of tbe 25tb ult., I fiod the fol
lowing : "In regard to Lcschi I will state that , from recent information
in my possession, I am almost certain that he is now cndeavoriug to raise
a force to prosecute the wac anew."

T he expressman, who brought your letter Informed me, that ioformn-
•

lion had been received in Olympin that one hundred and fif'ty Indians had
H t the reservation and joined Leschl. I was informed by Slr. F ord,
the next day, t hat he himself had convoyed to J Ou that or similar iufor
mation, and that he hnd since ascertained that it was not 80.

When I addressed Y<lU my ccmmuulcatiou 1 bad not yours before IDe,
and inadvertently confou nded my inlormatlon. It was an error ou my
part, 8mI I cheerfully correct it.

I ha ve enclosed a {'opy of a communicat ion received by me fr(Hl ~ J...t.
McKibbin with regard the charge of your agent.

Vcry respectfully,
Y our obedient servant,

(Signcd. ) SILAS CASEY,
I.t. Col. 9th Inr. Com. P. S. District.

[1\0. 148.]

E XECtJTIVE OFFICP:, WASHIKGTON T ERRITORY,}
Olympia, F eb. 2d, 1856.

•

W. W. MILLER, ESQ.,
Qnartcrmaster and Commissary General, Olympia :

SIR :_ Y ou will issue cer tificates for purchases made by yon, which,
{.n presentat ion at this office, will be endorsed by me,

V ery respectfully,
Y our most obedient servant,

ISAAC I. STEVENS.
Gem. W a, hi' lglon Territory.
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[No. 149.]

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, TERRITORY WASRIl\GTON, }

Olympia, Feb. 18th, 1856.

W. W. Mn.w<, ESQ.,
Qr. Master and Commissary General :

SIR :-Move to-morrow to Montgomery's, with all your waggons,
teamsters, employees and supplies, leaving on the Yelm prairie simply
supplies for 20 men for ten days.

Give directions to the available teams at Steilacoom to move to-mor
row morning to Montgomery's, with forage for the advance of Henn....
company.

All the foot troops will move with yon to Montgomery's. Henness
will occupy the Yelm with fifteen men, and push forward in person with
the bulk of his company to cover the movement on Montgomery's.

On reaching Montgomery's on Tuesday, (to-morrow) you will push
all your teams to Steilacoom on Weduesday, with orders to deliver every
tbing there next day.

On }'riday morning, I shall move On the Pnyallnp. On Thursday,
an election for Major will be ordered.

All the foot troops will be ordered to be actively employed On tbe
buildings.

My aid-de-camp, Lieut. Col. Hurd, will go to Steilacoom to-day, and
will see to the getting to Montgomery's of forage, lumber for block-hen
ses, lumber, blocks, tackles, &c., for the ferry on the Puyallup.

He will meet the command at Montgomery's, and has directions
from me as to the buildings.

Yon will press into theservice all the able-bodied men in the viciuity.
Respectfully, &c.,

ISAAC I. STEVENS,
Gin). IVa,hingto-n Territory.

[No. 150.]
YELlI I'aAlKIE, Feb. 18th, 1856.

Gov. I SAAC I. STEVENS,

Olympia :
SIR :-In accordance with your orders, 3 train of twenty-seven wag

gons will leave here for Montgomery's to-morrow morning.
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It will take with it about seventeen thousand (1,101l) pounds of
flour, together with many other ar ticles, an invoice of which accompenlee
this.

To-morrow morning I shell proceed to Nesqually, and bope to either
here or there, press teams enough into the service to take 'I'olmie'a pork,
sugar and clothing to Montgomery's forth with.

I shall then go to Steilacoom, and assist Gove in hiring all the
teams in that vicinity, and shall push them forward to the depot.

In the meantime, I shall send O'Brynnt to Muck, with orders to hire
or press into service all the wagons in that neighborhood, which are to
be laden with whatever kind of forngc that can be obtained and sent for
ward immediately to the depot at Montgomery 's,

I heve the houor to be,
Your most obedient servant,

W. W. MILLER,
Quartermaster, &c .

[So. 151.]
EXEcurrn: OFFICE, T ERRITORY WA8mNGTON, }

O LYMPIA, Feu. 20th, 1856.

Gen. MILLER,

Quartermaster and Com. General, 'V. 'I', V.:

~S IR :- Your letter is received, and I am well pleased with the en
\o'!rgy you have manifested in gettimr the provisions and forage into the
field.

I have ordered the formation of It company, and the election of offi
cers for the teamsters und quartermaster's men in your employ.

ltly staff officer, Lt. Col. Hurd, is ordered tc issue the cert ificate to
the Major who is elected.

The Major elected, is ordered to push forward to the Puyallup un
Friday morning, and there to establish a ferry and block-house. Thence
to push forward to Porter's prairie, and there establish a ferry and block
house, and then push on to Muckleshoot prairie. Get every thing in rea
diness OIl Friday morning. Push forward with the t rain yourself. I will
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join the command on Sunday. It is important that the utmost energy
characterizes all our movements.

Put Kunlm and all the available forces of the Xorthern battalion
are actively engaged agninst the enemy from the line of the Snohomish,
and it is necessary to push forward on the Puyallup, and in advance
thereof immediately.

The frieudly Indians will all be here to-morrow, and will go to the
Puyallup 0 11 Friday, to more up between the Puyallup and Whiie river
on Saturday, to cover onr advance, and win be under the command of
Captain Pard.

Go with the troops and train to the Puyallup on Friday, and return
bere on Saturday, that I may confer with you in reference to supplies,
&e.

Everything is going on well here.
I am, very respectfully,

Your most obedient,
ISAAC f. STEVENS.

Governor and Oommaudcr-in-Cbief

[No. 152.J

Gov. I SAAC I. STEYENS,

Olympia :
SIR :-Onr train arri ved here last night, and we have taken Mont

gomery's barn for no store house.
Yesterday I sent some waggons to Nesqually for pork , sugar, cloth

ing, &0., &0., and to-day have sent twenty mcu to'Steilacoom to bring up
the supplies from that place.

F rom Mr. Montgomery I have purchased a thousand pounds of
most excellent pork, which I am having salted down, and will have it
ready to go with the trnia on Friday.

From Mr. Wren, I can get as much fresh beef as wc~will..want.
I can get forage enough in this vicinity to last the command for 3.

month.
To sum np the whole, hy to-morrow night, J_will have at this post
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sufficient provisions to last two hundred men three or four months, and
ample forage in the vicinity for a month.

In conclnslon, I have the honor to report that the train and em
ployees of the Quartermaster department, will be in readiness to move to
the Puyallup ou Friday next.

I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully, &e.,

W. W. MIU,ER,
Quartermaster, &c.

[No. 153.J

MONTGOMERY'S, }"'eb. 22d, 1856.

Gov. I. I . STEVENS,

Olympia:
SIR :--OUf train is now ready to move, and could have done so this

morning. Col. H urd, I ICArn, is sick at Steilacoom, aud Major Hays,
who is now at Steilacoom, has given me no order to move. OUf train
will move with rations for 150 men for 100 days,

I send this in order to have 5,000 government percussion caps for
warded here to-morrow. I sent an express to Steilacoom for them to-day,
but Hurd writes me that noue can be had there, Let an exp ress start
from Olympia to-morrow at day-light, witlt the caps, a nd it will oeertoke us
brfort Wt get to the Puyallup. Let this matter be attended to immedi
utely. At the same tlmn, forward four tents for H enness' company.

Hays, I think, will move on the Puyallup to-morrow morning.
I will try and he at Olympia on Sunday morning'.

I have the honor to be,
Vcry respectfully, &e.,

W. W. MILLER,
Quertcrmaster, &c.

29
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[No. 154.J
CAYP M O' 'TGOYERY, F eb. 28th, 1856.

Q. M. AND Oos. G EN. M1u.ER,
Camp Montgomery:

Sm :- Y ou will, in your official capacity, accompany the expedition
moving from t his point into the Indian country. When it reaches the
Muckleshoot prairie, and the necessary establishments are there made,
you will return with the train.

Y ou will see that suitable snpplies arc left at the block-house 00 the

Puyallup; say fifty days, and thut nothing required at the Mucklcshoot,
or on the march is left behind, as salt barrels Dud forcgc, The forage
will hate to be economized, but with the precauti on of camping in prai
rios, where, unqu estionably, will be some grass, and if not moving t ill t he
w:t)' is clea red to the next camping place, it is hoped that it will be sulfi
cieut,

Note eanfully nll deficiencies in supplies, so that they may be for
warded Oil your retu rn.

Asccrta!n whether there il:l any forage at ITCfHlICy'S, at tbe forks of
the Puyallup, two miles 0.10""0 our crossing place. H eadley, as you know,
is one of our t eamsters : aud generally find ont nil about the forage and
grass between t he P uyallup nnd white r ivers. 'This will have influence
in the matter of r e-mounti ng t he rangers, uud ill determining their field
of operations, See that t he wagons arc carefully repaired, and strength
ened each night after reaching camp.

On reaching the Muckleshoot, make the best arrangements for secu
ring temporarily the stores, and have killed and salted t wenty-five of the
fattest oxen. A dditional beeves may remain for fresh beef. .A small
number of t eams will be required for service whilst t he post is oecupied
_ ·say six t o eight The remainder of the train should be brought hack
as soon as practicable.

The t ruin will probably have to ret urn hy t he WRy it goes out. I
do 1I0t th ink I ,iellt.. Col. Casey will get wagons t hrough to the Muckle
shoot unless he adopts our route.

'Vhil ~ L I have given direction to Maj or H ays to t ake his own route
to the ) luC'klrslloot, I have strongly advised his going by P orters. ' VC"

kllow 1DCMn reach tlu: J' i tlcUes!too/ by P OTters, aud that if the weather CQn
tinucs, eee mn·[ord H'-hite 'Firer at P orters. It will probably require Vfrf
g reat labor to reach the )Iuckleshoot by nny other route. Moreorer,
hy P orters, I think-there is more grass, and P orters is a TCCy important
point to occupy.

Sergeant Phillips and private Mize, of the detacbmeut at this place.
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have e'l"h a good two horse team. I have this morning detailed them
for service with the train. You will eugage their teams, and apply them
to supplying tbis post from Steilacoom and the Yelm.

I am, very respectfnlly,
Your most obedient,

ISAAC 1. STE VENS,
Gov. and Commander-in-Chief.

[No. 155.]

Gov. I. I. STEVENS,

Olympia, W . T.:

SIR :-1 arrived here about two hours since, and it is now 4 o'clock,
P. M. The train which left Montgomery's this morning is just getting in
in good order.

I am hurrying up my men in order to have the train in perfect read
iness to move to-morrow morning, should Major Hays so order. It will
be ready at that time.

Afte r supplying this post with fifty day,' rations, the train will take
with it about 1350 pounds of flour, 36 barrel. of pork, 1400 pounds su
gar, 200 pounds coffee and 150 pounds tea, besides beans, rice, hard
bread, &c., &e. It will be seen that there is a deficiency in the amount
of pork, but I hope to supply its place by putting up some seventy-five
barrels of beef, u.s soon as we get to MucklcfSilOot. Granting th.rt there
will be one hundred men stationed at Muckleshoot, after deducting ten
men for this"Post and Henness' company, and the teamsters shall have re
returned, I am inclined to th ink that they will have ample provision for
ninety or a hundred days at that post.

B oots and s !W(!S are more needed than anything else just now. If,
when any are obtained, they be sent immediately to Montgomcrys, I will
try and have them forwarded to the outposts as I come in.

It is now nearly dark, and no order has come from Major Hays to
move to-morrow morning. I learn that the ferry boat is not finished,



228

and presume that it is Dot the Major'. Intention to take up the line or
march to-morrow,

I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully, &e.,

W. W. MILLER,
Quartermaster, &c.

[Ko. 156.]
CAMP C ONNELI,'P, PRAIRIE, }

March 2<1, 1850.
Gov. I. I. S TETEXS,

Olympia :
SIR :-Our train arrived here early to-day in good order, r.ithont

meeting with nny serious ece.dcnt since leaving Montgcnicry's, The ut
most harmony seems to exist among all the employees ot tbo Quartermas
ter's Department. Major H ays informs me that be is uncertain whether
be will move to-morrow or not, (If which he Las doubtless infonned you
by the express.

Oor cattle find excellent feed on the prairies, in addition to which
we have four or five daj..' supply of chopped feed on hand,

IDconclusion, I have ouly 10 add, that I feel conlldeat that I shall
be fuUy able to cnrry out your instructions. doted at Montgomery's, touch
iug the Quartermaster's Department of the expedition.

I have the honor to he,
Very respectfully, &c.,

W. W. MILLER,
Quartermaster, &c.



229

lNo. 157.]

E XECUTIVE OFFICE, WASDlXGTQN TERRITORY, }
O r.VllPIA, March 3u, 1856.

Q UARTERMASTER AX D COM, G EX. MILLER,

Camp Conuell :

SIR :- Your letters reached me early this morning, and I am much
gratified at the favorable condition of things with the train and supplies.

There are in town seven dozen prs. Loots, and tcn prs. of shoes, at
the stores of Lightner, Bettman, and Barnes. I will send out at least
one half of them to Montgomery's within the next three days. A lso, a
supply of stat ionery.

The question of the selection of the main depot, has been confided
to ~IIC discre tion of Major H ays, who has strongly recommended Con
nell's, nud will commence, as he writes uie, building a store house to-day,
and he has been referred. t o the original instructions in reference to the
return of the wagon train, «c.

T here will be some delay in pushing supplies to Montgomery 's, in
consequence of small part ies of hostile Indians infesting the road. Two
men bave been killed. Your t eamster, Xor tbcruft, a week ago Saturday,
within three miles of the block-house, 0 11 the Y elm, and Mr. William
White, killed yest erday.

'1'0 meet th ls exigency, I am raising twenty-five mounted Quartermas
ter's men to serve for one mouth, as a guard to tho train, and streng then.
lug Montgomery's by a detachment of eight men drawn from Lone Tree
P oint. Strengthening post at Yelm Prairie by hired Quartermaster's
men: directing all the French and half breeds connected with the I ndians,
to go to P ort Nesqually, t o remain there under guard. and have ordered
one company over from the Columbia r iver.

Capt. H enness need have no fear of his horses. Col. Crosbie in
spccted the post Saturday, and returned from there yesterday. The men
ere on their guard, and the animals arc doing remarkably well.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

(Signed,) ISAAC I. STEVENS,
Gov. and Commander-in-Chief.
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[ No. 158.]

EXECtm n : O FFICE, O J.YMPIA, 'V. T.,
May I st, 1856. }

QR. 1\1. AXD Cou. G E:-J. M IU F.R,

Olympia :

SIR :-Ily the enclosed copy and special orders of this date, yon are
advised of the appointment of J ames K. H urd M assistant Quartermas
te r and Commissary General, with the rank of Lieut. Col., and that he
has been directed to report to you for orders, You will assign him to
the charge of the Columbia river district, with orders to proceed thither
at the earliest prncticable morueut, and under your direction, to take
charge of the affa irs of the department ill that quarter.

H is district will include Lewis county, nnd the supply of the com
pany under Capt. Warl>a..,,~, cud his duties will embrace not simply the su
pervision of the Quartermasters nnd Commissaries in that region, but will
include the whole business of supplies to be drawn from that quarter.

Yon will instrnct A. Q. ~. &. Com. Gen. H urd, to make the depart
ment in the highest degree efficient , Ly suspending and reporting for re
moral, all Quartermasters who nrc incompetent to do their duty, by
promptly removing all unnecessary employees, and by substitut ing in place
of incompetent men, those who can effi ciently discharge their duty.

You will issue orders to the several quartermasters and agents, ud
"ising them of the appointment of Lieut . Col. II urd- informing them of
the duty which has bee n assigned to him uud, directing them strictly to
comply with his instructions.

L t . Col. H urd will give his special attention to the forwarding of the
accoun ts of the several quartermasters, rand will report to JOu ill relation
to any cases which may bare occurred, of exorbitant prices being paid, to
the end that extravagance lid)" not he sustained in procuring supplies for
the war.

An effic ient Quertcnuestcr untl Commissary organization is needed
on the river-c-one which, ,vtithout pretention, will meet the public wants,
at the least possible uxpendltnrc, and with the least possible patronage.
It is expected from Col. Hurd's known vigor and judgment, that the
remedy will be promptly applied by him to the inefficient condition of
things 0 11 the ri ver.

Furthermore', you will give st ringent orders to Lt. Col. Hurd, to
carry out your orders, holding him responsible for allowing any person to
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come between him and the Quartermaster General, unless by the written
orders of the Governor and Commander-in-Chief

Truly, your obedient servant,
ISAAC I. STEVENS,

Governor and Commander-in-Chief

[No. 159.]

EXECtnn~ OFFICE, ! ERRrrORY 'VA5m~GTOSt } '
Olympia, lIlay Ist., 1856.

QR. and COY. G EN. ~hU.ER,

Olympia:

SIR :-The special order of this date appointing J ames K. Hurd
Ass't. Quartermaster and Commissary General, with the rank of Lieut.
Colonel, in connection with my instructions to )"OU of this date, to assign
him to the Columbia and Cowlitz rived district, will insure the supervis
ion intended to be secured by the recent instructions, directing Captain
Pagett to get his supplies by requisition on Quartermasters H atheway and
H urd. Capt. Pagett will now get his supplies by requisition 0 11 Ass't.
Quartermaster and Commissary General Hurd. You are authorized,
however, to give Lt. Col. IIurd the necessary discretion as to the extent
he may deem it necessary that Capt. Pagett should make purchases.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed,) ISAAC I. STEVENS,
Gov. w eshicgtou Territory.

l No. 160]
E XF.ClTl'l\" E O FFICE, WA!'HINGTO:i T ERRITORY, }

O L VMPU , lIlay 5th, 1856.

QR. lIl. nod CoM. GE". ~IILLER,

Oljmpin :
SIR:- You will build a block-bouse and corral on the Tcnalquot, for
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a Quartermaster's depot, and open a wagon road from the Yelm to the
Grand Monnd, tbrougb the Tenalquot, on the shortest .preeticable trail ;
also, repair the road leading from Cbamber's prairie to tbe Tenalqnoi.

In tbe execution of tbis duty, you are autborized to engage tbe ne
cessary employees. Select an cflieient man to toke charge.

In the berding of public animals on the Tenalquot, it is suggested
tbat you employ oue or more citizens of the neighborbood, as from their
knowledge of the trails tbey will be best able to recover estrays,

Very respectfnlly,
Your obedient servant,

ISAA C J. STEVENS,
Governor Ter. Wash.

[No. 161.J
EXECUTIVE OFFICE, WASHINOTON TERRITORY,}

Olympia, May 28th, 1856.

Qa. M. and COHo GEN. MILLER,
Olympia:

SIR :-You will use every exertion to have in readiness at Mont
gomery's, in five days, twenty ox teams, three yoke of oxen to each team.

This train is to transport supplies to a depot to he estoblished at
tbe first good prairie on the main Yakima. It will er06S the Cascades 01

the Snoqualmie pass.
On tbe establishment of the depot, the train will immediately re

torn.
Some of the fattest oxen could be retained for fresh beef, and t ....o

or three of tbe teams torned over to Major Van Bokelin.
If the pack train can be got up to one hundred animals, it will be

safe to make the movement.
Troly and respectfully yours,

ISAAC J. S'l'EVENS,
Governor and Commender-iu-Cbief.
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[No. 162.1

ExECUTIVE O FFICE, OLYKl'IA, }
July n th, 1856.

Qa. and COM. GEN. MILLER,

Olympia, W. T.:

SIR :-Capt. Swindal has been directed to turn over Fort Hicks to
Lt. Col. Casey.

You will take the necessary steps to move the stores there in depot
to Steilacoom.

Reduce the expenses as much as possible, by discharging all persons
in your department whose services are no longer required.

You will muster out of service the guard at the Nesqcally Ferry
block-house.

I am, very respectfully,
Your obedient sen-ant,

ISAAC I. STEVENS,
Gov. and Commander-in-Chief.

[No. 163.J

OJTlCl< ADlU'tANT GENERAL, W. T. V.,}
OLYllPIA, Aug. 2d, 1856.

Q•. MASTER and CO>l. GEN. MILLER,

Olympia:
SIR :- Yon are appointed inspecting and enrolling officer for the levy

of 200 men called for to strengthen the right wing of the 2d regiment,
W. T_ V ., under Col. Shaw.

Yon will, in pursuance of those orders, appoint recruiting agents at
such points as you may designate. Concentrate the recruits at Fort Ste
vens, and equip them for the march at that point.

Appoint a medical officer to inspect the mental and physical condi
tion of each man offering for service.. .

Reject all men who are not of good health, and able to bear fatigue.
Hasteo the raising of these men with all possible dispatch, and re

SO
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port progress to this office, and marching orders will issue hence, when
the organisation of the companies is complete.

Yon will designate the company raised by yourself as Co... A," 3d
regiment, W. T. mountod volunteers.

Very respectfully, '
Your obedient servant,

J. TILTON,
Adjutaut General W. T. V.

By order of the Governor and Commander-in-Chief.

[No. 164.]
EXECUTIVE OrnCE, T£R. WASBINGTON, l

Olympia, Ang. 8th, 1856. f

QR. and COM. G EN. M ILLER,

Olympia:
SIR :-You will dispense witb tbe services of all Quartermasters,

Commissaries, and agents, whose services are no longer required-s-report
iur: their names and tbe dates of tbe expiration of service to the Adjutant
General, tbat tbe necessary discharges may issue.

Very respectfully, &e.,
ISAAC I. STE VENS,

Gov. and CQm. in-Chief,

[ No. 165. J
E XECUflO\iE O FFICE, WASBlXGTON T ERRITORY, 1

Olympia, Feb.,18th, 1856. f

Col. B. F. SHAW,

SIR :-1 pot in your charge tbe preparation of tbe expedition sgalost
the Indians east of tbe Cascade mountains.
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Yon will see that the several Captains who propose to raise compa
nies are amply supplied in every respect, and arc filled with energy for
the pnrpose they are to accomplish.

You will understand the conntry east of the Cascades, acd that it is
important to keep the Spokanes and Nez Perces friendly.

• • • A pots must be established at Walla Wal-
la-the Columbia river must be crossed, aud the Yakima country occu
pied. The Yakimas must be stricken in their own country with 8 firm
and a strong hand.

* * * * * * * *
Recollect that we arc hard pushed on the Sound. We have a

determined enemy on wblte river. We know not when the friendly In
dians may become bostile-c-when the northern I ndians may jai ll them.

"'-0are pushing on with all our forces. 'Ibe regular army, the volun
teers, the navy and the friendly I ndians, are all in the field.

' Vo trust we will have the contest closed on this side the mountains
in one month, and then we will have one hundred men on good horses to
cross the mountains to your assistance, but instead of OlII' going to your
assistance, we may have need of Jour coming to us; therefore the neces
sityof Indian spies between the two forces. Immediatelj ou your occu
pyiag' the Yakima. mission, you will send spies over the Cascade passes to
the troopa operating on this side from the Snohomish to Steilacoom.

* * * * * * * *
Yon will report to head quarters the day you take np yonr line of

march.
I am, very respectfully,

(Signed,) ISAAC 1. STEVENS,
Gov. and Com-in-Chief, W. T. V.

[No. 166.J
E XECUTIVE O FF WE, WASHINGTOK T ERRITORY, }

Olympia, Feh. 20th, 1856.

ABB't Adj't Gen. B. F. SH.m,
W. '1'. Volunteers :

SIR :-In my letter to yon of the 18th inst., I suggested to you the
usc of boats in transporting yonr snpplies to Walla Walla.

• * * * . * * *
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Even should boots be used, you will requirefor a Coree of 200 men,
not less than 100 pack animals, and 20 packers.

* * * * * *
If you use wagons, buy or hire Corty

cross the Columbia river. No.1 dnck will
wagou beds.

* . * * *

Take with yon means to
answer to put around the

* *
You will occupy the Yakima station in n manner similar to that at

'Va~lu. 'Vallo.. A block-house and twenty-five meu, and u. store house for
provisions, If you start with 200 men, this will leave you 150 for ope
rations in the Ileld. I um convinced that with this number you Cl1lI strike
a blow in the Y akima couutry.

But should you rucct with ECriOUS difficulties, I aID equally well con
vinced that yon can hold yonr position at the Yakimu mission until we
shall come to your essistauce.

* * *" * * *
Better l ave one year's supply on hand at t he close of the war to be

sold at a disoount, than allow our people to want food for one day. W e
hope to close tlliJ war ill a few weeks, but we must Dot be behind RAmi
a-kin, who swears he will figct for fivc years.

* * * * * *
I am, very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,
(Signed,) ISAAC I. STEVENS,

Governor and Commander-in-Chief.

[No. 167.]

V ' NCOlT E&, W , T., Feb , 21st, 1856.

lIis Excellency I. I. STEVENS,

Gov. and Ccmmender-ln-Chicf •
BIR:-1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt or my commis-
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sion as assistant adjntant general, also a letter of instrnctions 88 assistant
quartermaster general, and let ters and instructions for the field.

* * * * * *
I have the honor to be,

Your most obedient servant,
(Signed,) B. F. SRAW,

Ass't Adj't Gen. W. T. V.

[No. 168.]
SALEM, O. T., Feb. 29th, 1856.

J AMES T ILTON,

Adjutant General W. T. Y.:
SIR :- 1 have this moment received your letter of instruetions, and

have accordingly sent orders to the companies at Vancouver to mor e up
the river to the Dalles, where I propose to join them and move into the
Indian country.

We have been nnavoidably delayed here in raising men and horses.
Some eighty men buve been raised at Vaneonver, and the supplies had to
be porchnsed and animals purchased for transportation, The whole thing
cannot 1Je accomplished in a moment. I bave been laboring hurd to raise
men to join in the next fight, but I think it will be impossible for us to
more in liuo to engage in the first fight, on account of the great distance
to travel, and the time being SO limited. The force will, however, move
as soon as possible.

I have bccn here several days, trying to raise two companies to go
out. I have a fair prospect of obtaining recruits, and will know in a few
days how many. I will then proceed to the Dulles nnd join the compa
nies that go first, leaving the last companies in chnrge of their respective
captains, to bring up the rear, I cannot complete my arrangements here
so as to leave before the first of Murch, and will reach the Dalles abont
the 7th. The whole force cannot reach the Dalles before the tenth of
March.

* * * * * * * *
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I will send you word the day that I take up my line of march from
the Dalles. We have now nearly the entire snpplies procured, and I have
ordered them shipped immediately to the Dalles, to prevent delay in that
respect.

(Signed,)

[Ko. 169.J

Yery respectfnlly,
Your most obedient,

B. l<'. SRAW,
Ass't Adjt. Gen. W. T.

E XECl"TIVE OFFICE, W ASIIIKGTON TERRITORY,}
Olympia, March 2d, 1856.

Lieut. Col. B. F. SRAW,

Assistant Adj. General;
SIR ;-You will order Capt. Maxon's company of volunteers to pro

ceed to this poiut without delay.
The lIIultoomah will go op on Tuesday. Charter her on Wednesday

to bring the troops to Monticello. The troops will then take the trail
and push ou to Olympia as rapidly as possible.

I aID, very respectfully,
Y our most obedient,

ISA.AC 1. STEVENS.
Goveruor aud Commauder-in-Chief.

[No. I TO.J
OFF1CE ADJUTA'", G ENERAL, W. T. V.,}

OLYMrIA, March 2d, 1856.

Col. CROSBIE,

Aid to Commauder-iu-Chief:

SIR :-You will proceed immediately to the Colamhia river, and con-
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vey orders to Col. B. F. Shaw, or in his absence, to Capt. Maxon, to
march as soon as possible to this place, with sixty men of the Southern
battalion.

You are authorized to give the details of orders for the purpose, un
del' the authority of the Governor aud Comruender-in-Ohicf to all quar
termaster and commissary officers, and contract for supplies and trauspoe
tatlcu yourself when such officers are not present.

Celerity of movement is expressly enjoined, as there Is reason to be
lieve the enemy arc endeavoring to get in the rear of the forces now ad
ranccd to white river country, cud as the settlcmuts UpOIl the Sound are
weak, and it is important to the service to maintain the Central battalion
in its present strength and position. "'...e can look for reinforcements to
the Columbia. alone.

Respectfnlly, &0.,
(Signed, ) JAlIIES TIL'l'ON,

Adj'1 Gen'l W T. V.
By order of the Governor and Commander-in-chief W . T. V.

[lIo. m.j
FORT VANeOVvER, lIIareh 9tb, 1836.

ISAAC I. STEVENS, Esq.,
Gov. and Commander-in-Chief, Olympia, W. T.:

SIR :-1 have just arrived at this place, on my return from Salem
and Oregon City, where I have been recruiting for the Southern hattal
ion. I have succeeded ill raising probably fifty, who will be bere on Wed
nesday next, which, with Achilles' company, (supposed aboutthirty men)
will equal eighty strong,

The withdrawal of Maxon's company, has much embarrassed me, as
it leaves me without a sufficient force to carry out )'onr orders. I have
provisions and transportation now for 200 men for four mouths, all com
plete. We only wait your orders to ship to the Dalles arms and revolv
verso Sufficient have beeu purchased to arm those who may be unable to
do so for themselves,

Most of the men from Oregon will come fnlly eqnipped with horses,
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arms, &e., for the Yakima expedition. If, however, they should be ord
ered to the Sound, it would probably create some dissatisfaction among
them, as tbey enlisted witb the express understanding tbat they were to
serve on the eastern side of the Cascades. Should you, however, deem
it best for the interest of the service thnt their destination be changed, I
will endeavor to reconcile them to the change, Bud I think they could net
with good effect on the Xesqually and other plains.

I do not wish to move into the Yakima country with n small force,
as it will neither enable me to carry out your orders, or to act ('!tl'iell.ti)'
in the field. I have no time to write more as the steamer leaves. I
await your orders.

Vcry respectfully,
Your obedient servant ,

(Signed,) B. I ' . SR AW,
Ass't. Adj. General.

[No. n2.]
E.tEClJTI\'g Otnct , TERRITORY \VA811INGTOS I }

OLnll'IA, Marcb 12th, 1856.

Lieut. Col. B. I '. SOAr, .
Ass't. Adj. General, Yaneouver, W . T.:

SIR :- 1 have determined to bring over your battalion to this quar
ter, and the necessary order will b"O hy this express from the Adjutant,
General.

At the same time, the scrvlee will remain organized on the Columbia.
to be prepared for any possible cont ingency.

I shan shor tly despatch a train to the ~ez P erce coontry, with snp
plies for the agent.

In the probable event of moving across the mountains from this quar
ter, supplies advanced from the Dalles, should meet the troops at Fort
Wana Walla, and possibly in the Yakima country,

Hence the orders to have supplies, means of transportation already



241

engaged, and not wanted in this quarter, cared for, and hence the qua.r
termaster's post at she Dalles will he kept np.

V cry respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed,) ISAAC I. STEn;NS,
Gov. and Commander-in-Chief.

[1'0. 173.]

EXECITrIVE OFFICE, T ERRIT0 1tY WASHIXGTON,}
Olympia, April 16th, 18M .

Lient. Col. SUAW,

SIR :- You have heen elected Lient. Col. of the Central and South
ern battalions, and will assume command of the same,

Capt. Swindall, now in command of the Central battalion, bas been
ordered to establish a block-house at Sonth prairie, to open a communica
tion with the force moving upthe Nesqually, and in his future movements,
to be governed hy your orders.

:Mlljor Van llokkclin is under orders to scout to the Nachess pass,
to ascertain the depth of snow, and whether Indians nrc in that vicinity,

Use your hest judgment in managing the troops; push up the Ncs
qually ; endeavor to reach the waters flowing to the Yakima; establish
block-houses; make reports 8.'; often as practicable, and from time to time,
requisitions for supplies.

Very respectfully,
Your most obedient servant,

(Signed,) ISAAC I. SrnVEKS,
Gov. and Oommander-in-Chief,
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l~o. I H-]
Erscerrvs OHleR, ,rAsm "'GT?~ TLMrroRT,}

OI.YlII·lA, April, 1856 .

Lieut . Col. B. }<' SHA~',

~lR :- In pursuance of orders Irom this office to the Central battel
ion, after establishing a block-house at South Prairie, to move toward",
the Michael's F ork, uud form a junction with yon on the nDe of the Xes
qnally Capt. Swindall has moved by way of Mon1b-romery's, and is now
at this post.

It is presumed that this detour from the direct route was mede in
consequence of the difficulty of the route- perhaps from want of the ne
vessary tools und supplies.

The object of the movement was to connect the line of the Duwa
mish with the line of the Nesqually by l\ back route, to facilitate the m..
pid concentration of troops on either line, and also, simply keeping in the
block-houses already established, n guard, to thruw the whole available
force on th is line of the ~e~qDally , with a view of opening commrmice
t ious and establishing posts.

The great object is to oprn the llue of the Nesqually, so as uot only
to ascertain its relations wi th the trails leading from its beau waters to
the Cowlitz river, to Lewis river, to Yeucouvcr, the Cascades and the
Ynklmn, but ab....olutely to open uud establish these communications with
the whole available force of your command.

'1'0 this cnd, in addi tion to the Pioneers, n large working party will
he required. Several block-houses will have to be built, One, it. is sup
posed, on the ::\1iChUl'I'R branch of the N"esqually, one intermediate be
tween that and South prairie, supposing it to be practicable, to open a
direct communication by a back route, one high up the Xesqually at the
point of dlscrgcncc of t rails, end perhaps an intermediate post between
,\t il'hnel's and Montt;omery's,

Your attention Is particularly called to the question of establishing
a post at MclJ<md'l', or at the farthest points of the settlements in that
g('neral quarter.

The Lewis county company han : orders to operate up the Cowlitz,
and to llpen 3 communication with your command on ti ll' li ne of the Xi/..·
qnalty.

'l'he \\ hole field is thus before ~· (lU, cud it is nul doubted that yeu
will pursue i t with yonr known ('llcl'J!Y nml judgment. If you art> in
doubt as to the views at bead-quarters nevertheless, act ecccrdiug to
your best judgrucut, and report the result to this office. 1'"011 will , of
course, Lear in mind, that the gr on t ohjl"rt of (~tahlh::h ing posts and roads
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is to occupy the country, a.ud beat Lock the euemy, and that an officer
never makes a mistake in pushing that enemy, find striking a. blow.

Make your requisitions for supplies upon the Qnn.rtermaster General,
end tho quartermasters of posts, and report the disposition of your com
maud with other facts to this office es frequently us possible.

"\'cry respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

ISAAC I. STEVENS,
Governor and Commander-in-Ohicf

[No. 175.]
EX2cunVI: OFFICE, W ASWNGTON TERRITOR'f , }

OLY1<PIA, May 11th, 1856.

Capl. F . M. P. G OFF:

Com'g Co. K, W . T. V., Portland, O. T.:
SIR :-You have already received orders from Lieut. Col. Shaw, to

increase your company to one hundred men, to push forward to the Dalles,
and take np your line of march for tho W aUa WaUa at the curliest prac
ticable period.

Lieut. Col. James K. Hurd, Assistant Quartermaster and Commis
sary General, is now 0 11 his way to the Columbia river, to take general
cburge of transportation and supplies in that quarter, and to urge for
ward yonr expedition so far us his deportment has to render facilities.

Cnpt. A. H. Robie will be the quartermaster and commissary of
the expedition. lie is DOW stationed at the Danes, nnd is in every res
peet, competent to the position.

In anticipation of more full instructions, I will state that you will
move to the WaUa WaUo volley, establish a depot at Whitman', valley,
or in the general vicinity, and hold the volley against any effort, of the
Indians to dispossess you. A large wagon train will accompany yon to
furnish supplies for your command. for the Nez Perce auxiliaries. and for
any force which. moving across the Cascades, may meet yon in that
valley.

Truly and respectfully yours,
ISAAC I. STEVEX:>,

Governor and Commandcr-ln-Chlef
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1)\0. 176.J
H EAD Q UARTERS, C AMP M ONTGOMERY, }

May ieu, 1856.

Gov. I SAAC 1. S TEVENS,

Commander-in-Chief Volanteer Forces :

SIR :-1 think that it wonld be well for me to fit out my truin. and
have it in readiness for crossing over the mountains as early as possible.
Please let me know what yon think of the plan by next express.

I am, very respectfully,
Your most obedient,

(Signed,) n F . SlJAW,
Lt. Col. Com. Right W ing, 2d Reg. W . T. V.

11'0. 177·1

E xncrm va O n 'ICE, T ERRITORY W ASmNGT()N, }
Olympia, May 18, 1856.

Lieut. Col. B. F. SIlA W,

Conidg Right W ing, 2d Regt . W . T . V .:

8m e-c-Hate your trU!1I ready to move with three companies of horse-
men across the mountains, but make no f'J K'Ci31cbenge in their ~aions.

except those iadieatcd in ~'OOfjers of this date fur the protection of the set
tlemeuts. 'Fhe movement cannot be made till the commission is through,
and it is a question whether all the troops at tbis juncture are not needed
here.

W e will be prepared for eitber contingency. F or t he renewal of the
war here, or for crossing the mountains and waging the war there. Ten
days or a fortnight, will determine the mutter. Therefore keep a shAJ'P
look out, and be ready for a movement.

Truly, your obedient servant,
ISAAC 1. S'l'EVENS,

Governor anti Cormaauder-iu-Chief.
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[No. 178.]

C AMP l!oNTGOlfERY, May 22st, 1856.

Ilis Excellency, I. I . S TEVENS,

Olympia:

Sra :- 1 called a council of the officers of the Central and Southern
battalions now at this post, to take into consideration the expediency of
a movement across the mountains.

The foll owing was the result:

\Vc unanimously concluded that the expedition is highly necessary,
for the following reasons :

1st. Our crossing the mountains with our horse will force Colonel
Casey to remain here with his foot, or rather, it will devolve the necessity
( If protecting the settlements on him.

But if we remain bcrc until he starts, then we will he forced to re
main and protect the settlements, while be will march a force of footmen
into a country, where horsemen are alone needed, thus rendering both
forces inefficient.

2d. Yakimas arc the ruling power among the Indians, in this war,
end hence the necessity of breaking their main body before we can attack
them in detail.

3d. Col. Wright, with his footmen, cannot follow them if he does
whip them.

4th. By remaining here, we can never know what our enemy is do
ing one hundred and fifty miles oJI.

5th. The volunteers mnst make a fight before going out of service.

6th. With the troops that lire left, we can, with good management ,
effectually protect them.

7th. It is necessary to have depots of provisions in the Yakima
country before winter.

8th. The enemy on this side of the mountains has been repeatedly
defeated, whilst on the other side, he has never been checked.

(S igned,) fl. F'. SHAW,
L t . Col. Com. Right Wing, 2d Regt. W . T. V .
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[~o. 179.]

E :UCV'l'It". O..rIcK, OLYMPlA, W. T.,
May 31ot, 18M. }

U . Col. B. ~'. SH AW,

Com. Right Wing, sa Reg. W. T. V.:

SIR :-1 have received your letter of this date, presenting the views
of a council of officers held at Montgomery's, unanimously advising B

movement over the Necbese into the Yakima conntry.
I am well assnred therefore, that should it be decided to make the

movement, it will be cordially responded to.
Gen. Miller has been for some days vigorously preparing the trans

portation and supplies, to be in readiness for the movement.
Lt. Col. CMey starts to-morrow morning two companies of regnlars

to re-inforce Col. Wrigbt. They go by the route of the Cowlltz and
Colombia.

Troly and respectfully,
Your most obedient.

(Signed. ) ISAAC I. STEVENS,
Governor end Commander-in-Chief.

[ No. 180. ]

Ex/rad, from Idler, from Got! . Isaac L s t«......, Com1lULnd",.i,..Chi<f, to
L iat/. Col . B . F . SlIaw, Com1lULndi"iJ Right Wi"iJ 2d Rtgi_ t
IVa,mftgton Ttrritm-y Voluft/UT', under date of May 20th a1l<1 21st,
1856.

•

• • • • •
May 20tb, 1856.

• • •
• • All the tribes at war east of the Cascades arc collected
on the Nachess to figbt Col. Wrigbt. Reinforcements will probably
reach him to-morrow.

If possible get an express over the Nahchess })aM to communicate
:with Col. Wrigbt.

• • •
• •
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[ No. l SI . ]

* * * * *
~lay 9181, 1856.

* • *
• • Get an express over the mounteins if possihle, bnt keep
it a secret in camp.

[ No. 182. J

• •
•

•
• •

HEAD Q UA.RTEIlS, C AlIIP MO~"TOO)lKRY. }
May 22d, 1856.

Gov. I . I. ST"E"S,
Commander-in-Chief :

SIR:-1 send the express to Col. Wright by Messrs. Coffee and
Sharp. They will return if possible.

Yours respectfully,
(Signed,) B. F. SHAW,

Lient. Col., Com'g. Right Wing 2d !Wg't. W . T. V.

[ No. 18S. ]

E XECUTIVE OFFICE, OI.YMPIA, W . T., }
J nne 1st, 1856.

Capt. }'. M. P. Go,'Y,
Com'g. Co. K., W . T. Mounted Volunteers :

SIR:- Your communication of the 26th ultimo has been received.
In compliance with your request you are authorized to increase yonr

force to 112 men in each company, and to elect an additional 2d Lieut.
Althongh it is desirable to obta in the force you think you can raise,
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there should be no delay on account of it. It is of the utmost importance
to push forward Il8 soon ns possible, and you should by no means wait to
increase your force to the number you ha.ve asked authority to raise, but
on tbe contrary, march as soon as the namber it was origiaslly proposed
to raise are ready to move.

(Signed,)

[ No. 184 . J

Very respectfully,
ISAAC I. STEVENS,

Gov. and Commander-in-Chief.

READ Q UAl<rERS, F ORT HICKS, }
Jane 5th, 1856.

Adj't General JAMES TILTON,

Wasbiagton Territory Volunteers, Olympia:
SIR :-1 returned late Ill8t night from the Saoqaalmie prairie, and beg

leave to make the following report of the country betweea that coantry
Bud Connell's prairie.

A wagon road is ntterly impracticable in the time mentioned in your
instructions to Lieut. Huger. At Porter's prairie, there is at least three
miles of mud to go througb, "here the wagons would sink ap to the hubs,
and probably have to double teams. At Greea river, on both sides, on
Green river again, after learing Frog P ond, at Sallal prairie, on both
sides, and at Cedar creek, there will be required very heavy grading to
reader the road at all available. The timber on tbe greater part of the
road has been burnt, and has fallen, and will reqnire B great deal of cut
ting, us well as the small growing firs, of which there is a great deal.

I would, therefore, recommend that a pack trail be cnt out instead
of a wagon road, which will be comparat ively easy. A fatigue party of
about thirty men could soon clear a. trail, which would enable the animals
to go on without fatigne.

The stores could be transported np the Snoqualmie ri ver at much
less expense than by ox teams. Canoes can be procured, which would be
able to carry from one to three thousand pounds, The pack animals and
the men could march by the trail.

There is grass at Noscope prairie, sufficient for the animals for one
night. This is four miles from Green river.

At Frog Pond, there is not grass enough. At Sallal prairie, no
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grass, and thence no grass until we reach Rattlesnake prairie, which con
tains about enough for two days' consumption of the number of animals
which we will have.

Snoquelmieprairie.is eight miles from Rattlesnake prairie, and is a
magnificent one. It is directly on the banks of the river-is four miles
long, by about one broad, and is covered with splendid grass, intermixed
with pea vine, of which the animals arc extremely fond. The gentlemen
of the Northern battalion informed me th4t there were at least teu thou
sand acres of prairie about the forks of the river, and not far from their
camp. 'I'he soil is remarkably ricb-no gravel,

The stores could be transported to Fort Tilton, below the falls in
three days. This is the fort four miles from the prairie, on the opposite
side of the river. There is 8 pack trail between the two, and a ford at
the prairie.

The summit of tho pass is thirty-five miles from Rattlesnake prairie,
by a good trail and very little snow, not more than two miles altogether.
I could not go to examine it for want of time.

I wish to be understood, that in reporting a wagon road as imprac
ticable, it is merely for the want of time, as with time and men 11 very tine
road could be made.

(Signed,)

[No. 185.1

Respectfully,
W. W. DeLACY,

Captain T. E . W . '1'. v.

E XECL"TIVE O FFICl::, W A~HlNGTO~ rrERRITORY, }
Olympia, June 5th, 1856.

Lieut. Col. B. F. S H,\ W,

Cow. Right Wing \V. T. V., Fort llickfoi, W . T.:

SIR :-The information received from Capt. DeLacy has determined
me to abandon the movement by the Snoqualmie. Your views us to mo

ving over the Xachess arc adopted. It is important that every th ing
32
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should he pushed with all possible vigor. The orders for the movement
.'~ilI go from the office of the Adjutant General to-day.

It is doubtful whether all the powder you ask for eau possibly be
procured from Olympia. I enclose a requisition on Col. Casey for all

amount not exceeding two hundred pounds. I trust, if he has that
amount to spare for a brief period, that be will sec his way clear to fur
nish it.

1 will purchase every pouud that can be got in the town of Stella
COOJll .

'I'he ammunition, powder, balls, caps, &c., shall be sent out to-mor-
row.

J urn, very respectfully,
Your obedient ser vant ,

ISAAC I . STEVENi:',
Gov. and Commander-in-Chief.

iNa. 1~6 . J

nun Q l"ARTERS, F ORT HICKS, I.
June 5th, 1856.

Aujnt:mt General J .UIES TLLTOX,

W. T. Volunteers, Olympia:
Sm :~Cart. Dcfecy has now returned, and as you will perceive by

the enclosed report, states that a wagon road is impracticable to the Sno
qunlmie, in time to be of service.

Now, RS everything is ready, and the wagon train on hand, I pro
pose to abandon the Snoqualmie route, push the wagon train on to the
foot of the .Nachess pass with the provtsious, load the pack animals with
forage, find cross at that point without furthcr delay.

'1110 ditflculties in the way appear to me to be exaggerated, White
river- is nowww. and e...tRily passed, and a little energy and determination
will carry us through. From the report concerning the amount of snow
on the Snoqualmie, r am eonvlnced that we will find no great obstacle in
that 0 11 the Nnchess pas.<:: , The term of enlistment is get ting short, end
what we hare to do must be done shortly or not at all.
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I shall, therefore, more on to tbe Nachess pass humediatelj; with
the wagons, unless I receive onlers to the contrary, und direct my march
to tbat point. Time will be saved by it.

Tbe pack train will be ready to move in two or three days, and all
tbe pecks will bave to be taken hack to Steilacoom if we were to more
by the Snoqualmie.

If you can get me one of the two KUblat spies uow in Olympia,
I think I can usc him to advantage.

Please send me definitire information On these points,

I have tbe honor to be,
Y ODf most obedient servant,

(Signed,) B. F . SU AW,
Lieut. Col. Com. Right Wing W. T. V.

[No. 187.]

EXF.cUTIVII: OFncE, TElUUTORY Wxsnrxorox, }
OLVMPIA, J nne Mh, 1856.

Lieut. Col. B. F. SHAW,
Fort Hicks, W. T.:

SIR :-You will turn over to Col. Casey, the posts on the Puyallup,
on Connell'e, and South prairies. Col. Casey has agreed to receive them,
as BOOn as bis wagons return from the Cowlitz. They will probably be
back day after to-morrow.

Col. Casey will also receive Fort Hicks, and the post at tile Yclm.
I bave advised him, that as we have large quantities of stores at both
places, we should need tbem for the present, bnt tba t I hoped to be able
to make arrangements to turn over Fort Hicks at flO early period, and
the Yelll as soon as the safely of the settlements would permit the dis
banding of the volunteers,

I am quite confident I wrote to you to this effect some two or three
days since, but the letter has probably been misplaced.

Very respectfully, &e.,
ISAAC I. STEVENS,

Gov. and Com. in-Chief.
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[Xo. 188. )
Dvu.rs, 0 .. T., June 18th, 1856.

Lieut . Col. B. F. S HAW,

Com. Right 'Ving W. T. Volunteers, Y akima. country :

SlR:-Whcn you have, in conjunction with Col. '''right of the reg
ular troops, transferred the scat of war from the Yakima country proper
to the interior, you will push to the Walla Walle and cross the Columbia
at Fort W alla Walla.

'I'lie troops and train will move from this point Oll the 20th , and two
boats will he at Fort "Tella Walla on the [:Oth instant, for ferrying over
your command.

Arrived at the Walla 'Valla, you will usc every exertion to strengthen
the 1\ez Perccs and the Bpoknncs, who arc friendly, and to bring to UIl

conditional submission the Cayuses nud Pelouscs.
If these latter will deliver up the principal instigators of the war, it

being understood that they are to he executed by hanging, the I'CRt may
be admitted to mercy.

'I'ho young chief, (head chief of the Cayuses,) Five Crows, Til-co
wy-icks, Stoonch, Uuic-howlisb, Wild Cat, and some fourteen others, will
have to be summarily dealt with.

You will use every exertion to bring the war to a close by the giving
over of these men for punishment.

'Ihe Indians will be placed on a reservation near your post, in the
Walln Walln vallcv.•

I am, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed,) ISAAC I. STEVEKS,
Governor and Commander-in-Chief.

fXo. .I 8!1.]

E XF. ClTIYE OFflCR. OLYM J'IA, }
Jll)JC sa, 1 ~ 56.

(':1I't. P . M . J'. Gorr-,

Com. Co. K, W. T. V.:
Sin :-YOll will move forward to the 'Valin " 'alIa valley. and estab-
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lish a block-house in good greelng, sa)' ut WWtmau's old mission, or on
Mill creek. Build two strong corrals, one for horses, one for oxen. The
animals must be carefully guarded, as there is great danger of the Indi
ans stealing them, and great pains must be taken to keep the horses ill
good condition.

Capt. W. H. Pearsons, as soon as he can get through in safety,
will go forward to the Kez Perces country, and you will furnish him a
small escort ,

Lieut. Col. Craig, my aid-de-camp, will, on receipt of-my orders, d....
patched by Capt. Pearson, with his volnnteer company, (mostly In
dian auxiliories) march to the W alla W alla to meet and confer with yon
DS to the military operations, and to secure that flank from the hostiles.

I will bring to your notice the following suggestions as to tbe ope
rutions necessary to hold possession of the valley, and get early infonna
tion of the enemy.

A picket should be established at F or t W alla W alla. One near tile
mouth of the P alouse : say at montb of the Tncnnnon, and one a t the
point where the Tucannon approaches very closely to Snake river. The
post should be on tbe Snake. Col. Craig is fumisbed witb the location.

The distance between F ort W alla W alla and tbe Tncnnnon is over
fifty miles, therefore scouts from these posts should wnteb tbis part of tbe
line closely.

Col. Craig will briog with bim pack animals to carry np supplies for
tbe interior. At least 5,000 pounds flour, 500 pounds coffee, and 100
pounds sugar) with small stores; also, bacon) salt, soap, and clothing.
He may bring transportation for double that amount.

Measures should be taken to keep open the communication between
tbe Nez P erce conntry and the post at W alla W alla and yonr command.

Lieut. Col. B. F . Shaw moves forward in a few days witb three
companies of the 2d regiment to pusb across the Cascades by the Suo
qualmie pass, and thence down the Yakims .

A post will be established on the summit of the Snoqualmie P uss.
Th ere will be two posts bigh op on tbe weste rn slope to be beld by

Major Van Bokkelin, and one post bigb up the Yakima, on tbe eastern
slope.

Lient. Col. Shaw will take general command of operations east of
lhe Cascades.

I am, very respectfully,
Your most obedient,

IS A.AC I . ST EVENS.
Governor and Commander-in-Chief
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(No. 190.]

DAIJ.ES. O. '1'., JUlie 241h, 1866.

Capt. F. M. P. Go.,',

Camp on the Columbia:
SIR :-Capt. A. H. Robie is the quartermaster and commissary of

the expedition about rendezvouing in the "'Valla Walla valley, and mov
ing thither in two columns, ODe from this point under yonr command, and
the other under the immediate orders of Lieut. Col. B. F. Shaw, and in
commend of the expedition.

Capt. A. H. Robie has also, as special agent of the Indian depart
ment, the charge of a large pack train of Indian supplies for the service
of the interior, tbe men also being nnder his control as employees of tbe
Indian service.

You bave the military command of tho colmnn moving from this
point, and in your absence ondetached _service, the,command will devolve
npon Capt. Robie.

The main Object bad in view by your command is to escort the In
.dian supplies to the interior, and to establish" depot and post of npera,
.tions for tbe whole command in tbe Walla Walla valley.

You will, however, strike the enemy wherever you may find him, it
being borne iu mind that it is important to reach the Walla Walla in ten
duys, and have in readiness at Fort Walla W"lla, the boats now going
np to ferry ecrosa the Colmnbia tbe column under the immediate com.
mand of Lieut. Col. Shaw.

I am, very respectfully,
(Signed.) ISAAC I. STEVENS,

Gov. and Com-iu-Oblef, W. '1'. V.

[No. 191.J

DALL"S O. T., Juue 2-clth, 1856.

Lieut. COL. WM. CRAIG,

Sub. Indian Agent, Lapwai, Nez Perce country:

SIR :-The train starts to-morrow mornillg-40 wagons-SO pack
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animals-with an escort of 175 men, The whole force, volunteers, quar
termaster's employees and Indian employees will be 2M men. They take
boats to establish a ferry at Fort Walla Walla, where Col. Sbaw will
cross witb 200 men.

It is expected tbat the whole force will concentrate in the Walla
Walll> valley, say on Mill creek, about the 2d or 3d of July.

I have a large amount of Indian supplies for you, and can push up a
train to the Nez Perce country of ninety odd pack animals. The sup
plies will mostly consist of provisioua, flour, sugar, coffee, &c. There
will be a large amount of ammunition, and a considerable q.uD.lltity of
Indian goods.

For the permanent service of Jour agency, there is 3 special train in
charge of Hans. Tilton, Esq., nnd for tbe main bulk of tbe supplies, a
train in charge of Capt. Robie.

Sbonld it be safe to come to W nTln Walla, you will move down witb
the volunteer company and with all the pack animals you can raise.

There will be ten thousand rations of flour, sugar and coffee, and
small stores for the Indian service, and you can have twothousand pounds
of bacon.

Sbonld it not be safe, the train will be pushed up to you with a suit
able escort.

On the arrival of " Capt. John," you will make your o.rrangements
and send an express to the valley, iudicatiQg the proper mode of bringing
up supplies.

* * * * * *
* * * * .. *

[No. 192.J

vcry respectfully,
Yonr obedient servant,

ISAAC t. STEVENS.
Gov. nod Sup. Indian Affairs, W . T.

Ih LLFs , O. 1'., June 30th, 1856.

Lieut. Col., B. F. SHAW,
Com. R. Wing, W. T. Y., and In charge or operations cast of

the Cascade Mountains :

SIR :- The column moving from this point onder Capt. Goff, camped
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last night at w ell Springs, and is expected to rea ch the " ".alia " .nih..
valle)"on Friday evening, J uly .ttb. The force consists of 170 men. The
train is 4 2 W3h,"OOS, 91 pack animals, and nbout 75 employees; nil the
puckers are employees in the Indian service, and the pack truiu wlll he
used to carry supplies from the W alla Wnlla to the Xez P erce country.

An express reached Craig at Lapwai on Satnrday, J une 28tb, nd
vising him of the probable arrival of the train nt Walla W alla, und di
reeting him in case he deemed it safe, to came to t he W una 'Vullu, with
his company of Kcz P erce auxiliaries, and all the pack animals he could
muster, to take hack supplies for the Nez Pcrccs and Spokaucs. Il l' was
Informed that 10,000 pounds of flour, I,GOO pounds coffee, 3,000 pouuds
sugar, &c., &c., could be spared . If it were not safe for Craig to leave
the Nez P erce country, he was ordered to send word to that effect to the
W alla W alla. and was informed that the supplies would he pushed up by
you with our Indian pock train , escor ted by a suitable force.

Capt. A. II. Robie has full instructions from me as to the supplies
required for t he Nez Perces,

Craig writes rue in rather a discouraging tone as to nffairs in t he
upper country, T he surrounding tribes have t hreatened to rub out the
Nez P erces in. case they would not join ill the war, and at one time last
month, the Lawyer said he could rely only upon his own baud and the
people on Salmon river, Since word hns reached them of the W ullu
W alla expedition, they hare gathered heart, and the war llarty has lost
its strength. Garry and the Spokanes on the 23d Muy, gave a decided
negative to Kam-i-akiu's over ture to join him to drive Col. 'Vright out ( ll'

the country.
'The hostile Cayuses are with t he Spokancs, and the latter hnve inter

ceded with me in behalf of the former,
If the Cayuses will uncondit ionally submit to the j ust ice of the SOl"·

ernment and give up the Instigators of the war to punishment , there will
be no difficulty in the matter. It is useless and trifling to exact less.

Craig has orders as. I ndiun agent, to vislt the Spokanes, to explain
the reason why I cannot b'"O among th em thi s season. and to do every
th ing in bia power to conciliat e them and prevent their joining the war
part)'. TIe will visit Colville and tlie Cccur d'Alene mission.

If it should be IICL'C!'SUry in your judgment, you will furnish him with
nn escort , The trip I deem of very great consequence,

Should the eurrouuding tribes have combined on your reaching " ' nl
Is '\\' alla, and have taken a hostile attitude towards the N r r. I' erces, you
will take the most decisive measures to nip the combination in the bud.

Capt, GoU', On his way up to the W ulln 'Valla, is expected. in CO\l 

[unction with Major L ayton, to st rike a bnud of some three hundred hos-
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A band of Snakes ls in th e par ty,
I hope Layton and GoIT will give

(S ig ned,)

tiles a t the head of J ohn Day's river.
and the Snakes generally nrc hostil e.

II good account of themselves.
Y ou will do nil you enn tn keep up your streng th in the Walla Wal

Iu valley. But the troops whose terms of service will expire the last of
this month, will be returned home by the Columbia valley, and will escort
to the Dalles the wagon train, except such few wagons as will be required
in the valley and on the return of th e troops.

They should pass to the Willamette valley by the emigrant road.
You should send a staff officer ahead, in order th at arrangements for

supplies at this point may be made.
Be sure to express often to this point.

of :u.cluto.<;h us expressman.
Very respectfully,

Your obedient serr uat,
ISAAC r. STEYEJliS,

Gov. and Commander in·Chirf .

[No. I Da]

J AM I-;S TILTOX, Esq.,
A dj. General W . T . V ., Olympia :

8m :-1 arrived bere on 20th inst., without loosing more than one
animal, the road being good for 0. mountain road.

I mmediately on my arrival, I sent out scouting parties in all d irect ions
so as to brain all the infonnation that could be obtained. TIle men all re
t urned last evening without seeing any Indians, bu t fonnd Col. \\:'"righ t
encamped on the upper Yakima, with eigh t companies of reg ulars, I re
ceivcd no information through that officer, but learned through the camp
that Col. 'Vright hall lu~111 a connell ut which the following chiefs W('Fe

present: fIwhi, Te-l-us. Tqualston, alias Owhi's son, Blu-wy-wy, Yak
imas, Lesehi , Kitsnp, uud Xelsou, und some other Sound Indians th a t
nre of less impor tance nlllOllg the ] ndinus.

33
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The Col. failed to make a treaty with them, and ou reechoing his pro
posals the Indians kft for parts unknown. It is, however, rumored t hat
Leschl und -oine others han crossed over to the west side or the mount
uins again. 'This is uncertain, but may be true. It would be well t o
keep a good lookout for thew, aud also to offer 0. good reward for the
heads of ull the-e chiefs. Blankets 'vill t urn allY Indians 011 the side of
the whites. Give this information to all the troops so that they ruay all
be ready in case t he information proves t rue.

I shall remain here a few days, and send out scouts on the diffe rent
t rails, and Iouru if possible where t he Indians have gone. If I find they
have goue east, I will move to "~nlla 'VaUa. I will remain here five or
six <lays, and if. in that time, I filltl the Indians, will attack them.

The men arc in good health, Bud the an imals look as well us can be
expected on such a trip,

Respectfully, &c.,
(Signed ,) B. F. SH AW,

Lieu!. Col. Com'dg. R ight Wing, W . T. V

[ll'll. 1!11. j
C .lMl' Orl 'O~lTJ; .....ORT W ALI.A \ V ALLi , }

July Ist, 1850.

J ,HU::; TII.TUX, E~q. ,

Adj't Gen. ' V. rr. Y., Olympia :

SlR : - - -- ~illcc I addressed l OU on the 22<1 ult., the command has con-,
ti nned Illan 'hing until its arrival yesterday at this place.

" -e continued down the \Vcna~s river until ncar its mouth. meeting
with eery little sign of Indians, eud tlrut 011.1, nud then turned into the
valley of the Yaklma, crossed over the .A t tnuam and Nnches s until near
the hig hem] of tl.c Ynkh nu, when we struck directly across the country
i ll a -X. ;10-·' K direct ion, und strnck thr- Colombia. about the mouth of the
' -llIatilla, ~ ;) mill'., twlow this place. Wo snw uo Indian... uutil yesterday,
:\11 <1 the cattle tralls cueountcrcd on the route went in all directions, so
thnt it wus ilIlpo:,,~ihle to tell which wuy the Jndiaus bad gunc, and were
also of old tlnto ,
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Yesterday, as the COIllHUl Ii U was descending a hill towards HIe river,
two cuuocs were seen in the water manned b}' four Indians, and heavily
loaded. At this point there is a long Island, nnd the c:1 IlOCS were Oll the
side nearest to us. J tr ied to induce t1 1t:1l1 to come to 11';';, but Hndili.!! that
they would DOt , ordered the men to fi re 0 11 them in bopcs lIr (l rir iolg them
Irom their canoes. The distance was grea t, upwards of 500 yards, but
the firing was so well directed that they were forced to abandon one ca
noe, alit] the other received l' c \' (' r~ ~l bullet boles. None of them were
hurt, aud they all succeeded i:l escaping. P rivate ' Volker, of :!\Ii ller's
command, then swam across, and brought the canoe over, in which we
found their provisions, l JOWS and arrows and various, small articles. I
t hink thu t ti le)' were Cbiinpnapums, a branch of the W alla ' Valla tribe,
and that they came down thnt river.

Capt. Goff has not yet arrived, nor arc the boats here, but I thlak
he mus t be 0 11 the road, as ouo of our scout:'; sent from the camn on the•
river prccc.liug this, from the top of a high lull, &1.W far on the opposite
side of the river, a great dust, which, from the direct ion, I th'uk must
have been the Captain's train advccclng along the cuilgn..mt road.

A s 300n us Capt Go!f arrives, I intend to scud for the chiefs of the
Nez Perce..; and some other I urliuns, p!obnhIy Spokeucs. nnd also send
scout-s out, nud by them I shall undoubtedly fi nd out in whnt direction
the hostile Indians har e really gone. )fy own opinion is that they have
sca ttered all over the valleys of th e upper CoIuruLia n: ..: Okinagnu,
Priest's n apid:o:, Palouse country, &.c., and probably SOlO n cf thcu, may
go to the buffalo country.

I should have mcutioucd above thct my reason for coruiug across the
country direct, was thnt I was info-rued by Ools. C~<;C)' .IUd. \V{ ght that
the regular troops were amply suffieieut for the Yak ima ...Ii' ) west ~ ijlc ot
the mountains, so that this is the only ground open to me. The express
man can gi ro the various dotal's which it is impossible to put in here.
Should anything important occur I \. ill write you fully upon it.

* * * * ok * ,.. :i<

• • :J: • • • •
(Signed.)

Licllt. Col. Ccm'dg.
B }' . ';11.\ W .

Hight Wing, 211 nc~ W. T. v.
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B'U :Cl"lJ n : On"'-' I::, 'I' rn, 'V.\ Slll ~GTO'\ . }
0 1) tupin, .J uly ::? I st, 185ft

Lieut. CuI. B. F . '-:' II.\W ,

Coind'g forces 'V. 1'. Y. cast of the Cascndes :

SIR :- Your communicat ion of the 12th inst ., is received. J am
much gratified wi th your SUC('Cf S i ll reaching the 'Valla "1" ana valley.

Your council with the Nez; I'crccs was the proper steps to take, anti
cannot but produce good results. The 1\cz P crces have always been fi rm
friends of the \\hites, nud 1 am sure they will eyer remain so. I shall
regard the Spotted Eagle as a great chief. H is people recognized him
us such, and he does not lose his ruuk by aiding the Amcri cnns in thi
war. 'The grea t chiefs of the Nez l'crccs have long since fought sldc by
side wi th till' .A mcrican trappers mvl hunters against the Blackfeet aud
other tribes, and furthermore, it \ \ .1S 111'CCS.-.a r .r that the Nez PCTC('S
should orgauizc as volunteers ill order 10 protr..-t themselves and their
Irtcnds, the AIII('rit'ml~, in their own country. You t:1U ~3)" this to the
Spotted Eagle, und the :\ez l'crccx-c- thut we s.hull always be frieuds, and
thut 1 j u:-olly appreciate their services.

1 shull send to yon for the army 20,000 pounds flour, 5,000 pounds
bacon, 2,000 pounds coffee, J ,DOO pounds sugar) am} small stores to cor
respond, if they carl possibly be procured,

The S:UlIC UIlIOUllt, excepting tile bacon, will l c sent up for the Indl
au service. But little bacon CUll be sent you, Yon must depend mainly
on beef lleef should he killed and dried immediately for the usc of
scouting parties,

As Jon have fresh and dried beef, rntlous of flour for the army must
be reduced to two-thirds or one-half pound. r eI' day. There is great dlfll
cult)' in purchesiug supplies for scrip.

The Indian provisions arc consigned to special agent A , H . R obie.
The ol~cct of these provisions Is two-fold. Frst , in order to supply the
Nez P u re A gellcJ. Second, to supply the Jndluus who may surre nder
und l -c collected in the \r alIa ' Valla valley,

It is of the utmost buportance that Col. Craib should visit the Spo
kane.... 1lI 11) other trihes in that region, in accordance with the instructions
J ]1::H C given him. I h 3 \'0 directed him to call upon }1\t1 for such escor t
he may require, nnd you will famish it on his requisition,

I have written Col. emig cbout the Indian goods and supplies sent
to him,

Your propose-I 1lI 0 \'CIIlCllts ar c approved, and I trust you will he able
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to strike the enemy severely, and afterwards get them ill on terms of un
couditlonal surrender.

Prom unofficial information I learn that a large number of Yakima.
Indians have surrendered to Col. Wright, including several of their chiefs.

K am-i-akin st ill holds out,
I bope that Col. Wright will occnpy the W alla W alln valley in the

COUl1:iC of six or eight weeks, and thus relieve the volunteers from further
continuance there.

Everything is quiet on the Sound, and the volunteer forces, except
ing those on the line of the Snohomish, are being disbanded.

V ery respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

(Sigued.) ISAAC I . STEVEKS,
Gov. and Commander-in-Chief.

IIEAD Q UARTERS, MILL C REEK, }
J nly 26, 1856. .

Gov. I. I. STEV>:~S,
Com-in-Obief W. '1'. Yolunteers, Olympia:

SIR :-

* * * * * * * *
* * * * * *
Oil the 24th I arrived here in the evening, and found that Mr.

Robie bad just preceded me from the Nez P erces couutry by about two
hours. H e brought me the disagreeable intelligence that the N ez P erce.
had shown a hostile disposition: said that they wished no white man in
their country, find moreover, that the treaty was broken. Pearson told
him that they were painting, beating their drums and dancing war dances
all night .

Pierre Mortia, H owlisb, Wampoo and several Nez Perces accom
panied Mr. Robie.

I had a t alk with these men, and then sent Capt. John with a mes
sage to tire Nez P erce chiefs.
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I tokl them t hat I rlid not come to fight the Xcz Pcrces, but the ho-
-tile Indians. That I was tired of persuading people to be peaceable, and
that if their (lru1118 beat for war 'W e would parade for battlt. That we
would be friendly if they were friendly, null if hostile, we could be hostile
too. That they had said that they were willing for Gov. Stevens to send
men through their country, and that if he thought proper be would do i¥).

I am expecting his return every day.

Yesterday I sent the wagon train and pack auimals to the Dulles,
under command of Capt. Robie, uccompaulcd by Copt. Hennes's company,
whose term is just out, and Major Mnxon's, who have still about 18 day::;
to servo, but as th ey were very anxious to go, I thought it best to let
them depart.

I sent no escort with them to protect thciu on their return, for I had
not the men to spure, I am now left here with four companlcs, viz :
Goff's, 'williem's, Miller's, and P owel's, ill all about 1;)0 men and offi
cers. The 8th September will sec the last UlUIl of this force disbanded,
and there is no probability of a single mall re-enlisting, at least for the
present. There arc now, even, some forty men in Goff's compuuy, who
claim to receive their discharges at the eud of three months, and should
this he the case, their time will be out in a very few days.

If, therefore, you would wish to keep up this force, it would be well
to set to work recruiting at ouce.

It would be advisable to raise new companies at once for six months,
to have them well armed and cquipped with revolvers, and forward to the
scene of operations at ouce.

I am now about to construct block-houses here for the storing and
protection of the quartermaster's and commissarie's stores herr, Dud ex
p ected by the train.

I shall do every thing ill my power to gather such I ndians as arc not
hostile into It reservation.

1 am, very respectfully,
Your most obedient,

(Signed, ) n, P . SHAW,
Lt. Col. Com'dg. Expedition to W ll llll W alill .
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1. ,,"0. 197: i

C.,\\11· ::\1 11.1. CUE};K, July 2Gth, 1856.

Lieut . (J01. 8 11 .\W,

Couunandlng Southern B attalion \V. T, V.:

DI:AH Stu :- On the 22d June I took up the line of march for'
'Valla 'Valla valley, with my own anti Company K , numbering ninety-six
men, and accompanied hy Capt. Richard's compnuy, (X,) of sixty men,
in all 156 men, under my commnnd. Leaving Fifteen ::\filc Creek, we
crossed the Deschutes river and encamped on the Columbia where the
rood leaves it. :!' * * * * *

* ~ * * ~ *
'" * Pursuing the usual route to the Walla "ralla, on the

3Uth reached n utter creek, and struck camp with the wagons, ordering
them to remain there until I returned from a march which I expected to
make against a baud of Indians which I understood was cucumped some
thirty miles from 'VeIl springs Started. at da rk with sixty men, and two
days' rations, and t ravelled all night, reaching W illow creek at sunrise.
After takillg some refreshment, we moved to the South F ork of the same
creek, thence up it about fi fteen miles, and stopped to rest ourselves and
animals. A t sundown we took up our line of march for the Camas Prui
r!o, where our Indian guide thought we would find th e I ndians.

On the 2d July, moved on util 10 o'clock, P . .M., when we struck
Camus prairie, but found no Indians, although we saw immense trails
traversing the country in all directions.

H ere we ate our entire stock of provisions, and then started for the
wagon train, which ,YC reached a ll the 4t1J, having travelled some 180
miles in 112 hours.

'" * * * * *
On the 5th, an express arrived from Major L ayton, ( 0. '1'. voluu

teers.) stating that he bud over taken a large band of Indians on the head
of J ohn Day's river, which he did not think it prudent to attack, as they
so much outnumbered his command, aud soliciting aid from me. I accor
dingly moved the train to the springs on the Umatilla five miles above,
and spent the evening ill making arrangements to start to his relief the
following day.

Ou t he Bth, lr ft wi th ;)4 of my men. und 14 of Compnuy lX, under
Lieut. Estes, leaving t he train in charge of Lieut . wllliame, of Co. N.
Reached Layton's encampment on the Ilth, about noon, hut the Indians
had taken the hint nud left two or three hours precious.

Hcruniucd there 1I11 ti1 the moruimr or the lith, when the t wo com-
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munds moved ou ill pursuit of the Iud inns, travelled up J ohn Dey's river
some fifteen miles to Red Bluffs nnd camped, sending 0. scout ahead at
night to n camp where our guides thought there migh t be some Indians.

The 12th, the scout baling returned, stating there were no Indians
encamped there, we took up the line of march 0 11 the left hand trail-s-the
trails dividing here-and traveled about teu miles, when Lieut. Hunter,
who had had charge of the ad vance guard, came in sight of severa l Indi
ans au horseback, whom he pursued at full speed, causing them to eben
don one horse, which he captured. 'Vo then struck camp on a small
creek, in what is probably Eureka valley.

13th-I was compelled to remain in camp on account of having been
taken violently ill on the day before, but being unwilling for the Indians
to escape, I seut Lieut. Hunter with t wenty-eight men, accompanied bJ
Major L ayton and forty-five men, to pursue and stop them if possible,
keeping the residue of my command with myself

On the 14th, I remained in camp, quite sick. On the 15th, started
on the trail, following L ieut. H unter . Th e 16tb-Continued np J ohn
D ay's river on the trad-e-traveled till midnight, and ramped on the sum
mit of the Blue Mountains.

17th-Started early, and on descending the mountain, struck the
head of Burnt river, where we found Lieut. Hunter, and Layton's com
mand, from the fi rst of whom I gathered the following particulars of n
battle which they had had with the Indians at that plaee:

Major L aytou and Lient. Hnnter had arrived there on the I " th, and
had struck camp, when three men proposed going on to an adjacent bluff,
and taking u view of the surrounding country. T he I ..ieutenaut told them
they had better not go, as there was danger of Indians ; they however
started, but had not reaehed the top of the bluff wheu they were fired
upon by some Indians, who were in ambush ncar the summit, nod two of
them killrd- Mr. Dan iel Smith, private of Co. K , aud J ohn E stes, 2d
Lieut. of Co. N, the third, Mr. R icha rds, of Co. K, made hi. almost mi
raeulous cscupe through their fire, ha ving his g Ull set off by a bullet, from
an Indian's gun. The fi ring being henrd from camp, some eight or ten
men star ted to their relief, meeting R ichards 3 shor t distance from camp.
The I ndians immediately made their appearauce all OHr the hill, where
upon Lt. Hunter took ten men and charged them off t he hill, recovering
t he bodies of the murdered men. Night now cnmc on, and t he Indian
kept the camp surrounded, to prevent an express from bOeing sent out .

Next morning the Indians were still on three sides of the camp, and
orders were gi ven for opport unities to shoot from camp. Mujor Layton
placed some In ('11 fit the month of n ( ' n n~o on to prevent tilt,' I ndian .. frorn
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coming out and firing into camp. Lieut. Hunter placed some meu at a
point near the month of a canyon to prevent the Indians from coming out,
when, by some means, some Indians came by or through the canyon, and
creeping up within {t short distance of the abovc-moutioned point, shot
one of my men (James Cherry ) in the leg; after which, Lieut. Hunter
charged the Indians, which resulted in routing them from their positions,
killing three Indians, and wounding one, and also, killing one horse. Tile
firing continued until 3 o'clock, when tho balance of Major Layt on's com
mand carne up and were surrounded by the Indians, when Lt. Hunter,
with seven men, charged through and met them, when they all cumo into
camp.

After the arrival of reinforcements, a brisk fire was kept up until
about 6 o'clock, which resulted in the killing of four more Indiuns.

The next morning there were a few Indians to be seen on the bluff,
but no shots fired. About 8 o'clock, the hill was triumphantly ascended,
and our flng planted on the highest pinnacle, "bile the last Indian was
seen making good his retreat to the mountains.

On the 18th, the whole command left the battle ground, and march
ing down the valley of Burnt river, on the 19th, struck the emigrant
road at the river crossing, forty miles below the battle ground. From
this point we marched by the usual trail to the Umatilla, and thence
to head quarters, whieh we reached on the 25th.

(Signed,) F. M. P. GOFF,
Capt, Com'g . Colnmn en route for H ead Qnarters, W. T. V.

[No. 198.]
Exsccnve O FFICF., W ASUINGTOX Tr.RRITORY, }

Olympia, Ang. 2d, 1856.

Lieut. Col. B. F. SHAW,

Commanding Expedition to Wall. W ulla :

SIR :-In general orders of this date, thanks arc returned to yourself,
the officers aud men of your command for their intrepid conduct at the
hattle of Grande R onde and Burnt rivers.

34
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[ shall issue my proclamation calling out two companies, consisting
each of ODC Captain, t hree Lieutenants, four Sergeants, four Corporals
nod one hundred privates; ODe t o be raised on the Sound and the other
au tho Columbia river.

But it is possible thnt all diffieultios may be brought to a close by
prompt aud decisive measures lIf pacification. It is well to attempt it,
seeing that by the vigorous blows of OUf t roops, the I ndians must know
that the whites will prevail in t he contest.

I hare therefore determined to go in person to the W alla W alla, to
meet in a general council all t he tribes st lll peaceful, the Nez P erces and
Spokanes, ant} all other tribes who are disposed to change their condition
from hostility to friendship.

As regards the hosti les, the only tenus are unconditional submission,
and the rendition to punishment of instigators to war, Rod or murderers,

On t he receipt of this communication you will immediately send ex
presses to all the tribes, calling UpoD t hem to meet at a general council
to be hold at your oamp in W aUa WaUa on t he 25th of the present
month.

Send expresses to the hostiles, but stating jf they come in, it will he
the terms of absolute submission,

It will be easy, if we succeed in this general pacification, to disband
the troops which may be raised under my proclamation. If we do not
succeed, the t roops will he iu the field to OCCIIPY the W nUa W allo and
maintain A merican ascendency in t he interior.

I shell bc nt t he DnUes Thursday, August 14th. I have asked Col.
'Vright to accompany me to Walla W alla, and have urged him to send
forward to that point three companies of regu lars including all his mounted
men.

Yery respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

ISAAC 1. STEVENS,
a m". a nd Commnnder-in-Olrief

[ XO. 199.J
Ih:~ D QI'A.nn :r..s, ~JJLI , CREEK, t

A u;;ust 1>t , 1856. f
Licut. Col. WH.. CR.-\H;,

Lapwai, Nez P erce Conntry :
SIR :- Your letter of 28th and 29th J Illy \1M received us well as

,,



267

translations of the speeches made by the Kez Perce chiefs in council.
'l'hese I have sent to the Governor, tho' I would not be surprised if he
would come up here on receiving the news of the hostile attitude taken by
the Nez Perces before.

'Ve killed about forty of the enemyat the Grande Ronde, uud among
them four or five squaws, who were mistaken by the boys for bucks, in
the dust and smoke. Whenever they were recognised as squaws they
were suffered to escape. I understand that the enemy report that we
killed more squaws and children than men. This was not so, to my own
knowledge.

I sent by Capt. John, "a talk" for Lawyer and the head chiefs of the
Nez Perees, and also a message for the hostile tribes, the Cayuses, Walla
Wallas and Utlllas. This message I wish translated to them. Now with
regard to the hostiles, I distinctly say this-

From two squaws captured in the battle, I understood that there
were many in the battle who did not wish to fight, but were overruled by
the hostile portion.

Now let all these people come in if they do not wish to fight and
they will be kindly treated. Those who have been hostile will receive no
fair trial-if found innocent they will be discharg-ed and treated as friends;
if found gnilty they will be uisposed of as the Governor shall direct.

Let some chief, or two chiefs, come to me with SOIDe of the Nez Per
ces, and whether hostile or Dot they 81mB be safe, and if we are unable to
agree on terms they shall return safe as they came.

The two best men to send to the hostile camp would be Stickns and
Lea-hall, alias Tow-watty's son, as these stand well with both partics.c-.
Let Stickas and Tow-watty's son say to those who may wish to come in,
that inasmuch as they may be threatened by the hostiles that I will have
a force here to protect them against the hostiles, and will do it,

Stickas can say to Wi-uau·pish·noot that he had better be one of
those who come in, as I think he is disposed to peace.

If they come, let them come quickly. If I have to hunt them up, I
will know that they are bad people and will wipe them out.

If they propo1;c peace, we will have a cessation of arms-have a
council, and will send for the Governor to be present.

If anytbing important should bappcu, seud me word by Capt. John,
immediately. You had better send me an express in a few days anwhow.
J shall always be glad to hear from you.

Yer.)' respectfully,
Your most obedient ,

(Signed, ) B. F. SRAW,
Lieut. Col. Com'g. Expedition to Wall. Walla.
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HEAD QUARtERS, MILL CREEK,}
August 1st, 1856.

Later addressed to LaW'!J</',
or til< H MAJ en;'f . of Iil< N a Pera N ation:

lily E'R:ENDS :-1 received your letters by the hand of Capt. John
and two other head men. The letters, I have forwarded to Governor Ste
vena according to your wish. You send me your hearts and they are
right. You speak like men, not like boys. I DOW know your hearts arc
right. I now send you my hear t. I did not come here to take my gnu
to fight our friends, the Nez Perce people. I will take my gnn to fight
any other people that are mad with the Nez Perces for what they have
done for the Americans.

Yoa may rest assured that onr hearts are all right, as yours are
right. I will not be the first to do wrong,

I was sent bere by Gov. Stevens to speak good to the good people
and to figbt the bad. I did not come to speak to men whose hands are
bloody with onr friends' blood.

I wish you to deliver the following message to the Cayuse and Wal
la Wallas, and Utillas:

All the good people can now come in to this post and they will have
protection. Those that wish to continue in war can do so. If, however,
they are all tired of war and wish to come in, thcy can do 60. All those
who have been engaged in battle with the Americans will receive a fair
trial, and if found innocent, they will be treated as friends j if guilty, the
Governor will say what the punishment will he. If they should want to
come in, tLey can send in one chief first, along with some of the Nez
Perce people. They wi ll be permitted to come and go whether hostile or
not, so that they wish to speak with me.

Yery respectfully,
Yonr obedient servant,

(Signed,) n. F. SHAW,
Lt. Col., Com'g. Expedition to WaUa Walla.

[ No. 20l.J
HEAD Q GARTERS, F ORT M ASON,}

August 14th, 1856.
Gov. I. I . Sn;n:Ns,

SIR :-The expressman A. lIIclntcsh has jnst arrived with yonI' com-
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munication. Your instrnctions relative to sending expresses to the dif
ferent Indian tribes shall he attended to immediately.

I shall make all the necessary preparations for a council,
I suppose that this will meet you at the Dalles, and therefore I shall

soon sec yon and be able to confer more folly.
I am in possession of a note from a. Mr. Ruble, which informs me

that there is a body of immigrants coming to the TerritoryI and I am
about making up a party to go and meet them. I must wait till I can
get provisions here, and have sent to 11k Robie to send them immediate
ly. Push them forward aa soon as possible.

Everything is quiet here. No Indians to be seen.
I think that your place of a grand council is a splendid one, and it

will no donbt he well attended.
•

Very respectfnlly, &.c.,
(Signed,) B. F. SHAW,

Lt. Col. , Com'g. Expedition to Walla Walla.

[No. 202.]

HEAD QUARTERS, FORT MJ.SON, }
August 14th, 1856.

Lleut, Col. WM. CRAIG,
Lapwai, Nez Perce Netiou :

Sm :-1 received your express by J oe and Richard, and as I was
daily in expectation of receiving an express from the Governor, have de
tained them up to the present time.

'Ihe express was delayed by an accident and only arrived this morn-
•mg.

I received a letter from the Governor announcing that be was on his
way to the Dalles, where he expected to be to-day, and wculd come np to
this place in order to hold a council with the friendly Indians.

He directs me to send expresses to all the friendly tribes, including
the Spokanee, Nez Perces, Palouses, friendly Cayuses and Walla Wallna,
to meet him in council 0 11 the 25th of this mooth, in order to bave a grand
talk with them. He also sends messages to those who have been hereto
fore hostile, wbicb is, tbat tbey too, can come to tbe council, If a treaty
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is made with them, it must be on terms of unconditional surrender to the
mercy of the government.

The Governor has invited Col. Wright to accompany him to the
council, and it may be possible that he will come with a body of regular
troops.

Yon will therefore send runners to the different tribes, informing
them of the appointment of the council Dod inviting them to attend at the
time appointed.

The Governor says nothing to me about your coming, but I should
think it necessary for you to do so, as your services would be indispensa
ble as interpreter.

The Governor has called by proclamatiou for 200 more volunteers,
to fi ll the place of those whose term is expiring, aud he is determined to
keep a force in the valley sufficient to control the interior ill case peace is
not made.

We have information here by private letters that there is a body of
emigrants on the road to Oregon, and I am requested by some persons
who have relations among them, to do everything in my power to see them
through safe.

Now, if possible, I would be glad if you conld send some Nez P erces
to meet them and return, so that I could meet them in time to protect
them throngh the hostile country. It would be well for you to write to
them and advise thcm to stop at the Salmon rivcr settlement nntil I can
receive 8Jl express through.

Respectfully,
B. F. SH AW,

Lt. Col., Com'g. Expeditiou to W aUa Walla.

[No. 203.]

H EAP Q UARTERS, ){ILL CREEK, }
August 14th, 1856.

To tke Chilfs and Head M' ?! of th. Nez Perce, Spokane, und other f rilndly
Tribes :
The Governor directs me to say to you, that be will be here, at my

camp. au tbe 25th of this month, and invitea you to meet him iu council
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on that day. H e is very anxious to see his old friends and talk to them
about their future welfare. lie wauts to see all the chiefs of all the tribes.

H e has invited Col. Wright, a soldier chief, to come with him. The
message whieh I have already sent to the hostiles by Stickas, is the same
as the Governor sends.

The Governor wishes to renew his friendship with the Nez Perces
and Spokancs and other friends, and says that he will continue to war
with those ~ho are at war, until they surrender unconditionally to the
Government.

If any of the hostiles come, let them come without guns.
The best thing therefore they can do is to scud some chiefs into the

council to see the Governor and talk with him. They shall not be hurt
while in my camp, or in coming to it or going from it, as this is a council
called to talk in friendship; therefore, it shall be peace while that council
exists.

I do not know what the Governor will say, and therefore I say, come
and bear for yourselves.

(Signed,) B. F . SU AW .

(No. 204.]
H EAD Q UARTERS, W. T. V OLUNTEERS, FORr .l\IASOX, }

W alla Walla Valley, Angnst 23d, 1856.

L ieut. Col. W M. CR AW,

Sub. Indian Agent, Lapwai, Nez P erce Country:
SIR :- -1 reached Col. Shaw's camp about 3 P. M. to-dny and found

letters from you to Col. Shaw, and your messenger, J oe.
J oe returns to-night and will reach you to-morrow.
I do not anticipate that it will he practicable to get tbe Indians

here, even as early as the 27th, the day yon mention. It is desirable to
get Q, good representation here of the friendly tribes, and all the hostiles,
provided the latter will come in on the terms of unconditional submission
to the justice and mercy of the Government. I f the Palouscs, Yakimas
and Cayuses, with their chiefs, shall present themselves at the council
ground, tl leYwill be treated well, and the course which th e Government
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will pursue on their delivering themselves np, will then be mode known to
them.

You may find it necessary to express agoin to the several tribes, and
I will advise it. Let us do the whole business thoroughly and see if an
arrangement cannot be made which will end the Waf.

I shall expect to see Dr. Lansdale bere with yon, for I cannot doubt
that be will come through safe.

At this very moment I hear the word "here is 'Capt. John.' " and I
will wait till I learn what news he brings.

Capt. J ohn brings a letter fromyou to Col. Shaw, referring the latter
to Capt. J ohn for news as to the bostiles.

Capt. J ohn states, the Spokanes will not probably come, that most
of the Nez Pcrces will be here, but without their women. That the prom
incut chiefs of the Cayuses desire to come in, but Wild-Cat and several
other yonng fellows are for war. That Kamiakin will come ill if desired
to do so by Looking Gloss.

If this be correct, it "ill be necessary for you to express to the Spo
kanesagoin andto send my word to tbem, asking themto come to thoconnell.

The presence of Kamiakin, his chiefs and people is desired, provided
they will attend the council on terms of unconditional submission to the
jnstice and mercy of the Government.

Send also to the Creur d' Alenes, asking the nt tendance of their
chiefs, end inviting Father Reville to come with them.

You are expected as a matter of course to attend the council with
the Nez Perces, and it is suggested, that if practicable, you make your
arrangements on the conclusion of the council, to go below--execute your
official bond, and get funds and supplies for your ngcncy during the fall.

Truly yours,
(Signed,) ISAAC I. STEVENS,

Gov. and Sup't.

LNo. 205.)
H EAD QCARrERS, FORT MASON,}

August 23d, 1856.
Lieut. Col. WM. CRAIG,

Special Iudian Agent, Lapwai, Nez Perce Nation:
SIR :-The Governor arrived here this evening with a Arnall pack

train of Indian goods. The main pack traiu is en route to this place.
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Your messenger, Capt. John, arrived here this evening also, and we
gathered the following information from him: that the Cayuses arc divi
ded, eight chiefs for peace and five for war ; that the peace party had
started to come in, but that the hostiles had cut the packs from their hor
ses, but that they were going to start again, and that if the hostiles inter
rupted them, intended to fight among themselves. He also informs me
that Kamiakin had sent word to Looking Glass that he would do what
ever Looking Glass advised him to do.

We have invited Done of the hostiles to come in, but if they do come,
they shall he well treated and suffered to come and go with impunity.

As Kemiakin hal; made Looking Glass his counsel be can advise him
accordingly. It is unnece ssary to add more, as the Governor has written
yon in fnll on this snbject.

(Signed, )

[No. 206.]

Respectfully,
B. F. S H AW ,

L t. Col. , Com'g. Expedition to W alla W nlla.

}~XECU'ln' ~; OFFICE, WASHINGTON 'rF.RRlTORY, }

Olympia, Oct. 19th, 1855.

CHARLES EATO:i, E SQ.,

SIR :- Yoo are hereby authorized and requested, as soon as possible,
to form n company of rangers, to eonslst of one Captain, one 1st and two
2d Lieutenants, four Sergeants, fonr Corporals, and thirty privates. In
case you deem it necessary, you arc authorized to increase your command
to forty privates.

It will he the dnty of such company to range along the base of the
Cascade mountains on the western side, to keep a sharp look out upon the
various trails, and intercept any communication that my be carried ou be
tween the Indians onthe east and t hose on the west side of the mountains.

Should you assent to the above, as soon as your company is organ
ized you will report for duty, whee further instructions will be given.

Ycry respectfully,
Your most obedient,

C. H . -'IA SOS ,
A oting Gov. W asbington Territory.

35
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[No. 207.]
EXECUTIVF. OFFICF., 'VASBINGTON T ERRITORY t }

Olympia, Oct. 20th, 1855.

Capt. GILMORE HAY S,

Commanding Puget Sound Mounted Volunteers:
SIR-Your company having been organized, you will proceed at the

earliest moment to 'Por t Steilacoom and report to the commanding officer
your readiness to unite with the regular troops from that post, and to co
operate with them in the operations against the Yakima tribe of Indians,

I am, sir,
Your obedient servant,

C. H . MASON,
Acting Go'c. Washington Territory.

[No. 208.]
EXECUTIVE OFFICE, WASmNGTO:S- TERRITORY, }

OL.MPIA, Oct. 23d, 1855.

Capt. C. EATON,
Commanding Mounted Rangers :

SIR :-In my letter of appointment to you of the 19th of October, I
stated tbat further Instructions would he given when you reported your
orgnnhat ion complete and your company ready for duty.

III the fulfilment of the duty assigned you, J n.ly upon your discre
tion, und will only give general instructions, looklu-r to the details to be
suggested by yourself.

I st, Yon will divide your command into three or more parties or
squads, placing a judicious officer in charge of each, and having a clear
understanding as to your rendezvous and movements j or, should you thiuk
it butter for the public service, you will scour the country with your whole
command.

These parties will scout the whole country between the Snoqualmie
pass and the southern pass of the Cascades south of Mt, Balnier or Lewis
river pass, looking into each of these passes and intercepting any Indians
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that may be found traveling the mounta ins from the sent of war, and also
all who may be found communicating from the tribes inhabiting the coun
try west of the mountains.

You will endeavor to preserve quiet amongst the tribes living to the
west of the mountains, and do not permit yonr command to commit nny
act which will have a. tendency to cause tribes who may now be friendly,
to become bostile.

You will despatch expresses to this office as frequently as possible,
informing me of everything you may deem of importance and conn nunlcate
the orders you have given to your squads, and in a word, keep this office
fully informed of 'your movements and of what disposition you find the In
dians, &c.

You ,,;U keep an account of nIl supplies of forage and provisions you
may take or receive from any source.

Should you meet any unusual or suspicions assemblage of I ndians,
you will disarm them, and should they resist, disperse them, and put any
who resist or use violence to death, or send them to Fort Steilacoom in
irons, or bound as )'011 may deem best.

Any Yakima Indians or other savage of the tr ibes now at war whom
you may discover west of the Cascades, .ectlng as an emissary to incite
the tribes now at peace to join the war party, you will hang,

You will endeavor to persuade ell the Indians )'011 find near the
western base of the Cascades to remove west toward the Sound, that tbey
may be farther removed from the dangerous neighborhood of the hostile
tribes. You will thus be enabled to discriminate between those who ar e
friendly and those who are not. Those who remove will thereby show
that they have DO communicat ion with the Yakimas, and those who 1I0
Dot are to he watched end punished if detected in any understanding with
tbe enemy, infonning them of tbe choice tbey bave and the danger they
are in of being treated as enemies should they remain so near the seat of
war.

All ann. and ammunition you may take from tbe sarages you will
send to Olympia, to this office.

You will furnish each of the officers coucnundiag detached squads
with instructions based upon these orders and upou your reports to this of
fice, or in my absence, to the Adj utant General 3.t Olympia.

I em, sir, respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

C. H. MASON,
Acting Gov. Wasbington Territory.
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[No. 209.]
STEILACOOM, Oct. 30th, 1855.

JAMES TILTOK, E SQ.,

Adjutant General Washington Territory :

8m :- 1 have the honor to report for service against the Indians,
one company of volunteers, raised in this county, numbering 40 all told.
Notwithstanding this company has been raised according to the proclama
tion, still we hope that OUf services may be accepted, and that we may be
placed on the same footing with the rest of the volunteers. I herewith
transmlt a list of the officers elected.

W . H. W ALLAOE,
Captain.

[No. 210.]
C ONNELL'S P RAIRIE, N'ov. Sd, 1855.

lIon. C. H . M ASON,

Acting Gov. Wa.hington Territory :

SIR :-At about 9 o'clock this morning, one hundred men, fifty regu
lars under Lient. Slaughter, and fifty of the Pugct Sonnd volunteers, en
gaged from one hnndred to two hundred Indians on the White river. The
Indians fought rather bravely in the early part of the engagement, but
were deterred after an hour's fight, by the deadly fire ponred into their
ranks by rifle and musketry. W e estimate their 10'8 at thirty men. Onr
loss was one man killed and one wounded slightly. Lieut. Slaughter de
serves credit for his deliberation and his remarkable efficiency during the
fight, as also my 1st and 2d Lieutenants, H urd and Martin. Tho volun
teers under my command acted nobly. There was not one who did Dot
perform his whole dnty.

GILMORE H A YS,
Capt . Puget Sound Voluuteers.
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[No. 211. J

EXECUTIYE OFFICE, OLYMPIA,}
November 9tb, 1855.

Capt. G. HAYS4

Com'g. Company E, W. T. Volunteers :

SIR:-Your report of the very creditable affair of White river, gave
profound satisfaction to myself and all the relations, friends and acquain
tances of your company, in Olympia and its vicinity.

It only fulfilled my expectatious of the efficiency of your command,
based npon what I observe, iu their prompt response to the call for volun;
teers, and the known character of many of them.

Their gallant conduct in action, and patient endurance of all the pri
vations of a cnmpaign, it will be my agreeable duty to make known to the
inhabitants of a Territory of which they are the flower.

I shall take especial pleasure in giving pnblicity to the names of any
of your command, who may have been so fortunate as to distinguish them
selves in a conflict, where according to Capt. Maloney's report it is impos
sible to say "who were gallant where all were gallant."

Yours, respectfully,
C. H. MASON,

Acting Gov. Waahington Territory.

[No. 212.J

OFFICE ADJUTANT GENERAL, W. T. V.,}
OLYMI'IA, Nov. 9th, 1855.

Capt. EATON,

Com'g. Company Monnted Rangers :

SIR:-You arc hereby instructed to report to Capt. M. Maloney for
orders.

You will co-operate with the command of Capt. Maloney with yonr
whole force, until further orders from either Capt. Maloney or this office.

Respectfully,
J. TILTON,

Adjutant General W . T. V.
By order of the Acting Governor.
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LXo. 213·1
Orner. A n.l l'TAXT G ENERAl" ' V. T. Y.,}

OI.n U'IA, Xov. 9th, 1855.

Capt, W. II . W ALl.ACE,

Com'g. Company D, 'V. 'r. Volunteers :
SIR :-You will report for orders to Capt. M. Maloney and co-ope

rate with him in the campaign,
Capt, Maloney has been informed of the intention of this office tv

strengthen his command to the utmost tha t it is possible.
Please report your movements before reporting to Capt. ) [aloney,

and also the effective force of your command, the number of horses, char
acter of arms, &c.

1 have the honor to be,
Very respectfully, &c.,

JAMES 'l'ILTOK,
Adjutaut General W . T. v.

By order of the Acting Governor,

LXo. 214. J
CAllT Moxrcoxrav, XOL 11th, 1855.

lion. C. I I. M ASON,

Acting Governor Washington Territory:
Sm :-00 the 4th iust., one hundred am] twenty-fin luen- fifty reg

ulars, fifty I'ngct Sound Mounted volunteers, and twcuty-Iire " rellacc's
compn.ny, mare-bed against the Indiana on Green river. In dcsecndieg
the Green river hill, one of their sentinels shot one of the guides, )11'.
Burge, wounding him slightly. ' Ye could SN" them in the rlver bottom.
'W e pursued aDO coming up with their rccr, tbey fi red into our ranks and.
we into theirs. ,,~c continued c-ur pursuit on t he TUn, chargi ng them
wherever found ill the bush until dark . ' Ye then laid down on our urms
in mud nud rain until morning. I n tho after part of the night our senti
nels could I"CC them moving. , rhell day-light rump, we found a part (Ii
their force nmbuscndcd ill the drift wood and brush. prepared to nrc and
Tun. J ordered Lieut. H urd to charge them all the left over a d~('p



279

slough, the river on the right being too deep, but afterwards: conntermand
ed the order, knowing full well that in the charge we would loose more
men than the enemy. They were prepared to fire and run. W e returned
to camp. On the next day we routed a party on the Upper Pnyallup.
We approached them by two routes. The volunteers nnder my command
by one. and Lieut. Slaughter, U. S. A., with fifty regulars and 10 of
Wallace's company by the other. The enemy were gone however except
some few of their number who ambushed Lieut. Slaughter's party, killing
one and wounding four others, all of whom I think will recover. No
hlame can attach to Lieut. Sianghter. * * * * *

Very respectfully,
G. HAYS,

Capt. P . S. M. Volunteers, W. '1'.

[ K o. 215. .I
CAYP M ORRISON, Dec. 10th, 1855.

Adj't General .JAMES Tn,ToN,
W ashington Territory Volunteers, Olympia:

SIR :-In compliance with orders of Nov. 2d, 1855, I have the hon
or to report the arrival of Lieut. Slaughter's command and train on the
1st Dec. at my camp.

Lleut, Slaughter, after resting his men for two days, started with 60
of his men and 5 of my men, with two day's provisions, for White river, to
communicate with Capt. Hewitt's command, telling me at the same time
that he would be back in four days. It is now 8 days since he left thi.
camp, and us I have not heard from him to this date, 1 couaider it my duty
to inform you of this, so in case that the Lieutenant should have met with
difficnlties, Government should be prepared for it.

I have the honor to be,
Very reapcctfully, &c.,

R. S. MOm;.
1st Lt., Com'g. Company D, 1st Reg't. W. T. V.



[No. 21 6.]

2bO

B XECl;TIYE O I'FICF., T ERRITORY 'l\l" A~mKGTO.s ,}

Olympiu, F eb. 2d, 1856.

Capt. C. W . S WI NDALL,

SIR :-The services of the company recently organized at Skookum
Bay are accepted, 0 0 the condition that their term of service is for six
months, and that they are subject to the disposal of the Executive as to
their field of tluty.

* :tl * * * * * *
* * * * You will, in case of au attack, maintain
your position and defend it to the last extremity.

Truly cud respectfully yours,
\Signed, ) 18,\ AC I. 8TKVEXS,

Governor and Commander-ill-Chief.

[No. 217.]
1':x Ecn ln ; On "ICE, 'r ERnITORY WA!"Ill ;-i' Gl'OS , 1

Olympia, Feb. 2d, 1856. f

To the Captain of tbe Hanger Company:
SIR :- Your duty will be to scout the country from the Skookuru

Chuck to the Nisqually, and view the prairies on the other side of the
Nisqunlly from Yelm prairie.

F or this purpose you will post 20 of your men at the Yelm prairie
block-house and 20 at the Grand Mound.

There must be daily communications between those posts, and also
between each post and Olympia.

'Ibus this office will have daily information of the state of the count ry.
Very respectfully,

Your obedient servant.
(Signed,) ISAAC L 8TEVEK8,

GOT'. and Commnnder-in-Ohief.

KOTE.----Capt. Henness was elected Captain of this company, and hi
orders were modified j fifteen of his company having been left behind to
garrison Montgomery's and the Y<'Im, and the rest of his command huvinjr
gone forward on foot with the bat talion.
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[ No. 218. ]

OFFICE AnJUTAXT Gr.~ ERAI.. 'V. T. Y., }
OI,v>!rIA, F eb. llth , 1850.

Capt. Gn..\I0RE BAYs,

SIR :-You will march with your company to Yelm prairie at as ear
ly an hour on to-morrow, the 12th February, us possible.

The wagon train in charge of Quar termaster General ~riller having
started for that point, you will endeavor to arrive at the site of the pro
posed block-house, on Yelm prairie, as soon us possible,

You will employ your command in guarding the public property and
wagon train, and assisting in the erection of the proposed defences.

(Signed,) JAMES TILTON,
Adj't. Gen. W . r , Volunteers.

By order of tbe Governor and Commander-In-Chief.

[ No. 219. ]
F ORT SKOOKll:M, Feb. 14th, 1856.

Gov. I SAAC 1. STEVENS,

Commander-in-Chief Volunteer Forces :
SIR :-1 am at the post where you ordered me, uud have built a rude

fort on a point of land where I first built tbe block-house. The bay forms
two lines, and we have thrown up a stockade of timbcr about ten feet
high, having two block-houses so as to rake the sides of the stockade each
way, 'Ve have also put up five dwelling houses, which the families occupy.

There have been some rumors about the Claims, but the facts I <10
Dot know. We have been very busily at work here, and consequently I
have had no time to go any place to see what wus going on. The mes
senger that brought the news here I conveyed to A<ljutant Geu. Tilton.

I await further orders.
Very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,
(Signed, ) CALVIN W . S'I\IN IlAL,

Captain W . T. Volunteers.
3"
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[ No. 220. ]

MAJOR HAYS' CAMP, W. T.,}
February 24th, 1856.

Gov. Y. I. STEVENS,

Oommander-in-Ohief :
SIR :-1 joined the forces at Montgomery's according te order, and

have marched on here by order of Major Hays, and 1 om ready to obey
orders at ony and nil times.

* * * * * * * *
* *

(Signed,)

[ No. 221. 1

* *
Respectfully,

C. W. SWINDAL,
!Jopt. Company F, W. T. Volunteers.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, OLYllPIA, W. T., }
February 18tb, 1856.

Mr. CHARLES W. RILEY,

SIR :-1 am glad yon bove taken steps to raise a company for the
general defence of the Territory. 1 hope yoo ma, be able to raise more
than you mention in your communication.

1 hereby inBtroet yon to establish a pest at "Lone Tree Point," and
to use all energy in fnrtherance of the prosecution of tbe war.

When your company is fully organized,.report to Head Quarters and
Rend yo.. IIUIS!<lr roll, which will enable yon to draw the rations for your
company. Move yonr command forward immediately. 'There will be fifty
fricndl)' Indiatlll at the month of the Pnynllup on Friday night en route
to the field of action.

I consider tbe eccupation of the post at "Lone Tree Point" very im
portant , and it is essential that it should be maintainod at alI hazard.

Truly and respectfully,
Your meet obedient,

ISAAC I . 8TEVENS,
Governor and Commander-in-Ohief
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[No. 222.]
RxECl'TI\"E OFFICE, O•.l'"MI1A, W. T.,}

Feb. 18tb, 1856.

Capt. J . A. WmTE,
Commanding Pioneer Company :

SIR :-AU the foot troops. and nil of Capt. Heaness• commaad but
15 men, will, to-morrow, move to Montgomery's.

Tbey will escort the wagon train which will also move to-day to
Montgomery's, under charge of Quartermaster Miller.

:My eid-de-camp, Lieu!. Col. liurd, wi!! be at Montgomery's to-mor
row to locate and lay out tbe building, and his directions I wish to be
complied with,

All the foot troops will be expected to do fatigue duty in putting IIp
the buildings.

Quartermaster General Miller has orders to require the service of
every citizen ill the neighborhood of Montgomery's.

It is expected that these bnildings will be so for advanced ou Wed
nesday and 'Ihursday, that on Friday morning we can move upon the
Puyallup.

The movement ou the Puyallup will be covered by fifty frieudly In
dians nuder commandof Sidney S. Ford, Jr.• of W. T. Voluntccn<. Tbns
you see tho field is open. Push your men forward to Montgomery's and
at once put them at tho buildings, and be ready on Friday morning to
more to tbe Puyallup. I shall move with yon.

On Thursday, au election for lI1ajor will be held. Due notice will be
•given.

(Signed,)

[No. 223_'

Truly, your obedient servant,
ISAAC I. STEVENS,

Gov. and Commander-in-Chief.

STEILACOOM, Feb. 19tb, 1856.

His Excellency, I. I. STE\'ESS,

SIR :- Your letter bearing date Feb. 18th, 1 would reply tn by stat
iug that I immediately took the matter in hand, and bave succeeded in
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raising ten men. Owing to the proximity of the station where the mos;
of the citizen. are at work, and Capt. White having taken some twenty
men, we are rather more deficient in men than patriotism. In compliance
with yoor inquiry of to-day, I would state that, to-morrow we complete
our orgunization, and on the following day we will take a scow, procure
lumber on the Puyallup, and commence the block-house, which will.he
ready for occupation on Sunday.

Yours, most respectfully,
CHAS. W. RILEY.

[No. 224.]
E XECUTIVE O FFICE, WASBINGTON TERRITORY,}

OLVYPIA, Feh. 20th, 1856.

Major GlUI'ORE H AYS,

Cnm'g. Central Battalion, W. T. Volnnteers :
SIR :- 10 moving on Friday morning on thePuyallup, Montgomery's

and Yelm prairie will be occupied by a portion of Capt. Henness' com
mand. Fifteen men is deemed by me sufficient for the occupation of each
point.

For the completionof the buildings at Montgomery's, Quartermaster
Miller is ordered by me to keep nil the settlers of tbe neighhorhood at
work.

The remainder of Capt. Henness' company will more forward Oll foot,
and the horses sent back to Yelm prairie and Montgomery's for safe keep
ing and general service.

Give the necessary ordera and sec that the largest possible force
moves forward all Friday morning from Montgomerj 's. ' Ve need a. very
small force in ant rear.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

ISAAC I . STEVENS,
Governor and Commaadcr-in-Ohlef



285

[No. 22.5.]

CA ur M OI\'TGOM !.RY,

February 27tb, 1856. }

Maj or GIUfORE H AYS,

Com'g. Central Battalion:

SIR :-00 your arrival at the Mucklesboot prairie, it is expected It.

junction will be made with the regular troops under the command of Lt.
Col. Casey, and J on arc directed to co-operate with him in the occupation
of tbat point and in the prosecution of the campaign. This is not intend
ed either directly or indirectly to place yon under the orders of Col. Casey,
or to make your operation subordinate to his. You will exercise your
own j udgment , apply your force in the way which will effect the greatest
result, bearing in mind that the part assigned to yon enters into a general
plan, which it is hoped will ensure a blow being struck, and the enemy not
escaping out of your hauds.

Lieut. Col. Casey is an officer of energy and experience, and from
my frequent coufereuces with him as well us from my knowledge of his
previous character, I am assured of his disposition to co-operate with the
volunteer forces,

The prairie above the falls of the Snoqualmie, and un advance point
on Cedar creek Oll the trail, will shortly be occupied by the available
troops of the Northern Battalion ; and in their operations, they will be
assisted by P ut Kauim and. his band of friendly Indians, who has again
returned to the field.

Lone 'free Point is also occupied by 0. force of 15 men; and a band
of friendly Indians , prir.cipally of tbe Cowlitz and Chehalis tribes, onder
the command of Capt. Sydney S. Ford, will be pnshed on to yon at the
Muckleslloot, us soon as practicable. They will be informed and due
notice will be ginn you.

I n the occupat ion of Muckle~I 14)Ot prairie, a defensive building, in re

lation to which I have already written you, and a corral, will be imme
diately required,

On your arrival at :\lucklcshoot, provision must at once be made for
kil liog some tweuty-five heaves and salting them. Salt is sent out and as
many empty barrels as can be hauled.

A limited number of oxen should be retained for labor around the
depot, Ilnishing the building and corral and for est ablishing auxiliary de
fences, anrl for the return of the expedition when its object is attained, and
a smell nnmber might be kept for fresh beef.

The remainder of the train should be sent back to th is point with 8
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suitable guard. With block-houses on the route, the g uard need be but
small.

From the Mueklcshoot the operations must be made without tmiu or
baggsgc animals; the men carrying, each one, his blanket and hevreseck
with four clUJ'S provisions Oil his back.

It may be th at the train cau be returned t hrongh the route to be
opened by Col. Casey. This you will be able to decide on conference
with that officer. My impression is that if Col. Casey gets wagons through
to the Mucklesboot, it will be on our route, aud that the wagons will have
t o return by the route they go out.

I hope to send additional force to your aid, and shall at onoo take
measures to increase the numbers of the existing companies.

To take charge of all the operations in his department, Quartermes
ter and Commissary General Miller will accompany your command and
bring back the train. Fromhis familiarity with the details of transporta
tion and subsistence, and his known energy of character, I am sure his
services will do much to facilitate your operations.

Bcfore deciding to take a different route to the Muckleshoot than by
Porters, have the ground carefully examined to the banks of White river
- the crossing itself examined, and the route thence to Muckleshoot praire.
It is known, we can push the train to ~ruddeslwot by P orter's, and that if
this good weather CO'lltin'Ut.s, we Clt7l. ford lVhite river at Porter's. In mov
ing by Porter's, I consider a block-house there indispensable as yon go
out.

My own impression is that tbc surest and probably the only practi
cable plan without extreme labor to reach the Muekleshoot, will be by
P orter's. I t is an important point to occupy and should be occnpicd, and
a block-house built after the occnpatiou of Muckleshoot, if not before, Is
not the grass better by Porter's f But you have been over tho grouud,
and I leave the matter to your OWIl judgment.

The block-houses at the Puyallup and at P orter's, can, iu my judg
ment, be heldby ten men each. This, however, I leave to your discretion.

I send you a brief memorandum in regard to the march and the es
tablishment at the Muckleshoot, which you will consider as a. part of
these instructions.

R epert as frequently as possible, and I will advise you of operations
at other points. It is boped that a line will be opened up the Duwamieb
from Seattle at an early day. Trusting that the most complete success
will crown your exertions,

I remain, very respectfully, &c. ,
I SAAC 1. STEVENS,

Gov. and Com. in-Chief.
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NOTES IN R&GARD TO THE MARCil, M"
1. Before moving the train from point to point, sec that the road is

opened and the way clear to a. camping place at night, which, whenever'
practicable, should be in a prairie, and gun shot from the wood.

2. The wagons should be examined on reaching camp and be re
paired and strengthed, and broken down wagons with their loads brought
up.

3. The consumption of forage and provisions will, it is hoped, so
lighten the train as to equalize the breaking down of wagons and any iu
creased difficulty of tbe road.

4. On moving from the PuyaUup, .disubled oxen and their wagons
should be sent back. It is not supposed that an escort will be required.

5. The defensive building and corral at the Muckleshoot should be
gun-shot from timber, or the wood cut down within gun-shot,

6. A good block-house should be built at tbe crossing of Wbite
river, and a ferry eetabllshed. This can De done after the establishment
at the Mueklcsboot if deemed expedient. If the route be by Porter's, a
block-house should be built there as the expedition moves out.

7. A block-house on Green river on the route towards Cellar creek
and the prairie above the falls of the Snoqualmie, will, with a block-house
at Porter 's, protect the rear of the establishment at the Muckleshoot, A
block-house is therefore recommended on Green river.

.

[NO'. 226.1
CAMr CO~KELL, March 2d, 1856..

GOY. I. I . Srsvaxs,
Commander-in-Chief W. T. V ., Olympia :

SIR :-Sinee my arrival at this camp, I have thought tbis poiut the
proper one for our main depot of provisions. We have reason te believe
that the hostile Indians are opposite or above our encampment, and be
tween the White and Green rivers. Col. Cascy is going to establish his
post eight mile", below ou the Mucklcsboet prairie. If none pass below
him, there will be left n large scope of country unprotected, into which
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they may and will most likely pass, j ust eo soon as we lea ve this position.
A main depot here would supply lesser ones 0 11 the other side of the river
(one of which I think should be at or IlCRr I' or tcr's.) und with much less
risk and exposure. A main depot here, too, would ICRt'c our rear folly
protected. I think it questionable whether we can establish a ferry t hut
will car ry wagons, owing to the great rapidity with whlrh the river ru ns.

From this post, we could get provisions at allY time, by means of a
small boat, to a block-house 011 the ot her side of the river, from which we
would make our excursions into the Green r iver country. I han" for these
reasons) halted here until I can bear from you, and ill the interval will
employ the force at my disposal to the erection of a. store-house, &c.

V cry respectfully,
Your obedient servant ,

G IL~IORE HAYS,
Com'g. Central Bat ta lion.

INo. 227. )

o.HICE ADJUT~:ST G ES5:RAL, 'V.'}'.V.,}
Olympia, Mareh ad, IS5G.

Major HAYS,

Com'g. Central Battalion, W. T. Volunteers :

SIR :- Your letter of March 2d, announcing the engagement of the
regulars, commanded by Capt. Keyes, on the 'Vhite river, and ~'our sng
gest ion to es tablish a main depot for provisions at Camp Connell to supply
others in the advance, &c., is receir ed.

In reply, I am instructed by the Governor to expre~ his concurrence
in these views, from tile facts set forth, t'iz : 'Ibc unanimity of opinion
on the subject between Col. Casey nud yourself and the coufldeuce fclt in
your j udgmeot.

You will carry out the original order!'! relative to the establishment
of a block-house, but erect it at Connell's.

With regard to the disposition of the wagon train and fresh be-ef,
&c., you are referred to the special instructions given by the Commander
m-Chief, dated F eb, 28th, 1856.
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The occnpation of the Mnckleshoot being already effected by the
regular forces under Col. Casey, it seems unnecessary for the Central Bat
talion to erect another system of defenses there, consequently you will ee
tabllsh a block-house at Connell's, keeping open n commuuication with the
force occupying the :\luckl (':;11oot, co-operate with each other, or net sing
ly as circumstances may ill your judgment dictate.

In regard to the block-house on the north l';iltc of White river, at
Conncll's, it seems to he the best side for communication with the forces
elready npon the )11l,kleshoot. The Governor depends upon your discre
tion and knowledge of the country in the matter.

Some small parties of the enemy h ll VQ been in the vicinity of Nathan
Eaton's for several tlays, and yesterday killed Mr. Wm. White. A par
ty of nine men, headed Ily Mr. J ames Roberts, marched hence lust night
in quest of these murderers, and with orders to seize and take 1(1 Fort
Nisqually the settlers near Montgomery's and the Muck, suspected of
harboring the enemy,

A block-house at Porter's is deemed essential.
I am, very respectfully,

Your most obedient,
JAMES TILTON,

Adjutant General W. T. V.
By order of the Gov. and Commander-in-Chief.

[No. 228.J
CAMP CONN ELL, March 6th, 1856.

JAIIE8 fuTON, E SQ.,

Adj't Gen. W. '1'. V., Olympia :

SIR :- Major H nys Instructs me to inform you that a good and sub
stantial block-boose hUb oeenconstructed at this point, with a lower story
20 by 20 feet, the upI"" one 22 by 22; that by to-morrow ui;:"t two
pens will he completed 18 by 20 each, for qnarters for the aceomm••,i.ljon
of the battalion. A good strung corral has been made for the safe keep"

ing of cattle.
The White river has hoen examined relative to a ferry and block

37
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house on its banks. ~0 place has been found where a ferry can be made
useful without constructing the house for its protection on this side. The
house, it is intended, to erect the day alter to-morrow. At present the
ferry is of but little use, the river being quite low.

The Indians occupied the prairie in the vicinity of Porter's up to
yesterday, \, hen being discovered by scouts, they broke camp and made
for Green river.

Tile reg ulars notified Major liays last night that they had discovered
a large carny, and asked for co-operation in an attack upon them at all

early hour this morning. At dey-light, one hundred men marched from
our camp to join in the attack, but when they arrived the Indians were
gone, having left as soon as t heir identity was known. They bad u strong
for tification on the verge of no large swamp, made of heavy timbers, l'OI1lC

five feet high, with two sets of port holes, The retreat from this house or
for tification was under ground. in the direction of the swamp. The tim
bers were thrown down and burnt.

I am, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

B. F. ItUTH,
Adj't. Central Battalion, W. T. V.

[:1\0. 229.]

C AMP C""NELl, March 10th, 1856.

His Excellency I. I . STEYEKS,

Gov. and Commander-in-Chief W . T. V., Olympia:

SIR :-At about 8 o'clock this morning, Capt. mitt', with his com
p:1DY were ordered to the White river to build a block l-ouse and ferry,
supported by Capt. Swindal und ten privates. lIe had not proceeded
more than half a mile from camp, when he was attacked by a large Indl
nn force, supposed to be at least one hundred nnd fifty warriors, and a
large number of sqnaws, I immediately forwarded Cnpt. Henness to his
support with twenty men. Captain H. moved with great rapidity, 8. tre
mendous volley of guns announcing his arrival. I became satisfied that
additioool force was necessary, and despatched Lieut. Martin, of Co. B,
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with fifteen additional men. The Indians 111 this time were seen extend
ing their fiBllks to the left with rapidity. I then fonvarded Lient. Van
Ogle, Co. B, with fifteen men to check their flank movement, but before
he could goin a position they had EO extended their line as to make it ne
cessary to send another party of twelve men noder command of Captain
Rabbeson, who sncceeded in checking them. The light hy this time ex
tended the whole length of oor line, and one continnons volley could be
heard from the Indian gnns on the hill and those of oor men in the.eot
tom. This firing continned some two hours, I saw the advantage which
the Indians had in position, and determined to charge them. I ordered
Capt. Swindal to charge them from his position, which was central, and
Capt. Rabbeson to make a simnltaneons move against their extreme left,
while Capt. H en.... and Capt. White were ordered to hold the position
which they occnpied.

This order was promptly obeyed, and the charge made in the most
gollant style by Capt. Swindal against their centre, and Cnptain Rabbe
son ugaiust their left, throngh a deep slough, driving the enemy from his
position and pnrsning tbcm somo distance in their flight. Cnpt . Rabbe
EOn returned to camp, wbile Copt. Swiudal took a position on a high ridge
in tbe rear of tbe main body of Indians, I ordered Capt, Rabbeson to

take his men and join Captains H enness and Wbite, and to say to Copt.
H enness to charge the Indians from bis position if be deemed it advisable,
Tbe I ndlaus in front of Captains' White and H enness beld a strong posi
tion from behind logs and trees, and from an elevated hill. It was deem
ed toe dangerous to ebarge them in front, Capt. Rabbeson was ordered
to take a few men and join Cap t . Swindal to make a flank movement to
the right and charge the enemy in his rear. This they succeeded in do
ing in the same gullant manner that they had done nt au early hoor du
ring the fight. Simnltaneons with U,is movement, Captains IIennC'S and
White charged them in frent. Tbe I ndians were rented, put to flight,
and pursued for " mile or more along a trail or trails covered with blood.
It is believed that net less than twenty-five or tbirty Indians were killed
dead on the field, and many wounded-they were seen carrying off their
wounded and deed from tbe t ime the figbt cemmenced notil it termina
ted. Withs and ropes were found on the ground tbey occnpied, which
hade been used in dragging off their dead into the bosh. H ats, blankets
and shirts were picked np with bnllet holes in them, stained with blood.
They were forced to give np their drnm, which they abandoned in their
retreat. But two Indians were found dead on the field, one ef whom is
recognized as Chehalis John, the other was placed nnder a log, and has
not Jet been examined. I regard UIO victory of this day as complete
a grand triumph. The Indians had together their whole force. They
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picked their own gronnd. They brought ou the attack withoot being
seen by our own troops. They exceeded ns in numbers nearly if not quite
two to one, and we whipped and drove them before us, I do ~ut jnstice
to the officers and privates when I say •ecb acted a distinguished part in
this fight -c-eueh performed his whole duty. I gave no command that
was not obeyed most promptly, let the danger be ever so great. There
was the most vigorous effort on t he part of every man from the captain
to~ private to render Us country service and bis name conspicuous.

It is prop<r that I should sta te that Mr. James Goudy rendered im
portant sen ice iti currying intelligence from place to place during the
fight, and is dC"' l'r f' :I1~ of the highest praise.

1 car.not clo«, t h l~ vorurnunicat lon withont referring to tLe smallness
of our l~ ,f(·('. b'2 ill ~ ~ l.ut 11 0 meu, 011 told, nnd to lb.· still more iuq.ortent
fact th»t , ;ll my j ll .J~lf. · ut, if our force had Lceu hit 100 mea more to-
day, we could bare ('ll.lJl toi rt:tl or cut to pieces the whole oC the I ndians
eegegcd in arms eg.dust us 011 this side of the mountains. Col. Casey
would have gladly furnished us aid, but lois force were nil absent on scouts.
In this fight we had four meu wounded, all of whom I think, will won
get well

In heste,
GILMORE HAYS,

Commending Central Battalion, W . T. V .

[No. 230.)

O FFICE A DJUTANT G ENERAL, }
Olympia, Murch 12tb, 1856.

Capt. M AXON,

Commanding Mounted RiOes :

.. SIR :- After detaching twenty-five men to escor t a train to F ort
Connell, you will proceed to range with the remainder of your company
np the right honk of the Deschutes river by Chamber's nnd the Tennl
quot prairie, and return by the Gravelly prairie to this point. Indian
signa were yesterday seen in thnt quarter, particularly on the Tennlqnot

• •
praine.
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On Chamber's prairie lives Natban Eaton, and on tbe Tenalqnot
Cbarles E aton, botb excellent gnides, nnd wbo will I.. able to commnni
cate the most reliable iufor t nutiou as to the presence of Indians. On the
Tennlquot prairie is a large quantity of grain, which tile quartermaste r is
having hauled for the usc of the troops.

On ranging through the Tenalquot, it is left to your discretion, how
ever, t o mod!iy tln..."1'ie instructions, should the Information there be gained
that the Indians can he struck ill some other quarter.

Your genera l field of ranging will be from the Deschutes to the Pu
yallup. The Indians, before proceeding to the Deschutes, had for some
weeks infested the Xcsqually bottom, end there was g-ood nOSOD to be
liere that the}' had rec eived aid and comfor t from ccrt nin retired servants
of the H udson's Bay Compauy and others, who were intermarried with
the hostiles , Th ese settlers have been ordered under guard at F ort Nes
qually and at Steilacoom.

Their names arc as follows : Charles \Vrcn, Sandy Smith, - Smith,
two Murrays, Gravelle and Latour. T hey have received instruc
tions not to come back upon th eir claims, or to leave the vicinity of Xes
qnallyand Steilacoom 011 pain of belug conside red enemies.

Should you conclude from t he Tcnalquot to proceed in th e direction
of the Yelm, J our attention is called particularly to the country lying im
mediately nortb of the Nesqually from the Yelm to F ort Xe.'qnally. In
this district lies the American plain, where the hostile India ns are said to
have all their stock, and a lso to the country lyiug towards t he source of
tbe Nesqually, where are many wild cattle, alleged to belong to the P uget
Sound A gricultural Company, which would furnish provisions to the CDe.

my. H ere also, are prairies, and it is apprehended that when the main
body of tbe I ndians are drireu out of the coun try t hey now occupy be
tween Green and \Yhite r ivers, they may seek to buiu t hese prairies at
tbe sources of the Nesqually.

It will be proper to inform you tbat a Land of four teen friendly In
dians, UDder Lieut. Gosnell, are now ranging in the Nesqunllj' bottom.
They are dressed as follows: Blue flannel shirts sud blue caps witb red
bands, nnd have white men with them.

You will find upon the K esqually plains large flocks of sheep belong
ing to the P nget Sound Agricult ural Company ill charge of white shep
herds. Tbc Indian wives of these men are all ordered into F ort Nes
qually. You will narrowly watch for any signs of communication b e
tween tbese sbepberds aud any Indians,
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All Indians found in your field of operations, except those before
described, are to be considered as enemies.

Report to this office as frequently as possible.
Respectfnlly,

J . TILTON,
Ad)'t Grn'l IV: T. V.

By order of tbe Governor and Communder-in-cbief W . T. V .

[No. 231.J
OFFICI' A DJL"TAI\"T G El\iERAL, W. T.

Olympia, Marcb 13th, 1856.

Maj. G. lIAYS,
Comd'g Central Battalion, 2d Rcgt, W . '1'. V .:

Sm :- Your despatch, dated II Comp Connell, March 10th, 1856, "
eunounciug the HICC£,SS achieved by tbe gnllautry and constancy of the
troops under your command, is reccired. This victory has inspired the
most lively satisfaction throughout the country, and reflects great credit
upon the battalion and the Terri tory.

The Commandcr-ln-Cbief desires me to communicate his gratification
to the Central battalion, and express to yourself Copts. Swindal, H en
ness, Rabbeson and "~h itc, and the officers nnd men of the command, his
thanks for the efllcieut aud daring service rendered at the t attle of COD
nell's prairie.

The charge you spcnk of made by the volunteers, nnd the result as
shown by the twenty-fi ve or thirty slain of the enemy, exhibit unmistak
able evidence of th e valor and discipline of the Central battalion.

The morale of the enemy being uow broken by the shock it bas reo
cclved from the blow lately inflicted by the Central battalion, following
so rapidly upou the defeat of the enemy la tely susta ined from the U . S.
r egulars under the gallant Col. Casey of the 9tb Infantry, it is conudently
expected that these snrage s will be speedily annihilated or driven over
the Oascadcs.

Reinforcements arc being moved up towards your line of operations
... rapidly as possible. The Southern battalion, under Lt. Col. Sbaw, is
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ordered from the Columbia river to assist in following up the blow the
Central battalion have so well bestowed,

Captain Maxon's company of horse IS here from the Columbia, and
are ranging the country from Fort H enness to Montgemery's, aud pro
tecting the trains moving towards the White river country.

Agents bare been despatched to California eud Yuucouver's I sland
for supplies, and it will be the suhject of Vig"i1 olut a ttention at head quur
ters that the brave and devoted citizen soldiers now shedding their LIned
and devoting their service to their country, shall he supplied with every
facility accessible, during the war, and of the greatful remembrance of n
suffering people in all time to come,' they DIay well assure themselves of.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

JAMES 'l'ILTON,
Adjutant General W. '1'. V .

By order of the Governor and Commander-in-Chief.

[Xo. 232.J
Fonr HAYS, C OXS'ELL'S PRAIRIE, }

March isu, 185G.

Gov. I. I. STEVENS,

Com.-in-Chief W. T. Volunteers, Olympia:

SIR :-The Captains of the several companies have unanimously
named this post II Fort Hays;" hence the above heading.

* * * * * * * *
On yesterday while Capt, "\Vhitc was prosecuting work on the block

bouse on tile river, a small party of Indians, twelve or fi fteen in number,
crawled up on the opposite bank and fired u volley into the ranks, wound
in:; one of tile men belonging to Co. C. Capt. H enness, with his com
pany, was guarding the Pioneers at the time. The place which has Leon
selected for the ferry and block house is the only place found where a ferry
can be established- at this point the block house has to be built on this
side-the opposite bauk of the river beiug a high bluff without sufficient
room to build a fort.
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Believing that the main body of Indiana are not far distant from

our camp, and knowing that their wounded must be great, I addressed a
note to Col. Casey yesterday evening , asking his co-operation in a grand
move agaiust them, til be ~'lij ~U WOO up from day to day until we could
overtake them in the ir ~ t l'O llg ill.l:ll, and 1 think we will be able to capture
or kiit the main body of their army. He was not in camp, having left for
Steilacoom to confer with Gen. Wool. Capt. Keyes, who was in com
mand, agreeil .to co-operate with us 0.8 soon as the men return to l-amp,
which will be OD Mouday or Tuesday next, I ' hall be able to joiu them
with 75 or 80 men as at present situated, who, I feel, will render a good
account of themselves.

Siuce my report of our fightof the 10th, muuy facts have come to
my knowledge, which satisfy me that the number of Indians was under
estimated. There could not have beeu less than 200 warriors on the
ground. There can be no doubt but that the Puyallup Indians, the same
rascals who received passes to go to the reservations, were in the fight.
Their trails wcre found going to and from the battle ground.

Capt. Henness WU8 sent two dnys bcfore the fight with a party of
twenty-five men to examine the country south of this place. In his ex
cursion, he traveled S. W. seven miles and struck the Puyallup river, fol
lowed up the middle fork eight miles. His spies Saw several Indians fish
ing, without clothes (except a shirt ) or guns, They got away unharmed.
As far up as this point, the country is mountainous-the river passing
through deep canyons without bottom lands on either side. On his re
turn trip he passed the small prairies ou the north fork of the Puyallup.
Saw no Indians and no signs of any of receut date-fouud acamp which
had been vacated some 15 or 20 days previously, which he supposed to
havn heeu a wiuter camp of the Puyallups-their horses haviug traveled
down the river. He thinks there are no Indians in this region, except a
rew renegades, who seek safcty by hiding iu the canyons and dense for
ests of timber in that mountainous region. We have also sent scouts in
the direction or U Stuck;" found no signs of Indians. The country two
miles west from camp is en immense swamp: impenetrable to wolves.

Vcry respectfully,
GILMORE HAYS,

Comd'g Central Battalion, W. T. V.
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[No. 233.J
EX1!Cl 'TI\'E Ol'FIC &. W ASJnNGTOX T ERRITORY. }

Olympia, March 1'lth, 1856.

Major G. HAYS,

Commanding Central Battalion, F ort Hays :

SIR :-Yonr Captains have shown a just appreciation of their com

mander, and the name they have given to the post on Connell's prairie
will be most cheerfully remembered at head quarters, and what is hetter,
by the people of the Territory.

I am highly gratified wi th yonr report of the 15th, as it shows a most
excellent spirit in your command. Y OUf views as to securing the ferry
are approved.

R ely upon it, every exertion will be made to strengthen your com
mand, and you may expect in a. few days, a considerable accession to your
force.

You will consider every Indian on the eastern shore of the Sound,
from this point to the Snohomish, as an enemy, except such as arc em
ployed hy the military as spies and scouts.

* * * * * * * *
In your forward movements, have an eye to the N aehess pass, and

as you approach it in operating against the enemy, secure your advance
by block houses.

(Signed,)

[No. 234.J

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

ISAAC I . STEVENS,
Governor W ashington Territory.

EXECtn'IYlt OFFICE, WASHINOTON T }:F.RITORY, }
OI.mPIA, March 18, 1856.

Capt. H. J . G. M AXON,

Comd'g W ..,hington Mounted lli1I.~ :
SIR :-The confidential duty which Isaac W . Smith, Esq., and yonr

38
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self were detached for, is suspended for t he present . The suspected per
sons ordered from their farms, we have received information nre at Nes
quelly and Steilacoom.

You will leave five of your men at Fort Stevens on Yelm: take
the Lclance of j'our command end proceed to the Ncsqually, and opera te
between the heed of South Bay nnd Mc.affister's mill, in conjunction with
a. perry of friendly Indians who will operate from Johnson's Point, on the
Sound, under the command of Lt. Gosnell You will know the Indians
by their having a red baud around t heir caps. The bearer of Ihis, Mr.
.Mounts, will be your guide, and will take you to where you caa procure
forage for your horses.

I expect you to move from Yelm on Thnrsday morning.
Respectfully,

ISAAC 1. STEVENS,
Gov. and ComAn-Chief, W . T . V.

[.1'0. 235.)

F ORT H AYS, CONNELL'S PRAIRIE, t
March 24th, 1856. f

HIS Excellency, I SAAC I. S TE\TENS,

Gov. and Commandor-in-Chief Olympia, W . '1'.:

Sm :-On the 19th inst., I crossed the White river with 65 men,
and constructed a block bouse-first story 26 x 22, second 28 x 24. On
the 21st inst., I sent a purty of 35 men to Boise river, four miles east of
P orter's, to look nfler I ndians--they returned after examining the prui
rice north of that stream ill the direction of Green river, but discovered
no Ind.cns. They report th.t nil the trails seen go up While river.
They believe that all the Indians from the Green river country have fallen
into the 'Vhite r iver trail and are trying either to cross over to this side
of White river, and JW.ss near the mountains on to the head waters of
the Puyallup, or the Nesquallj . I have determined to ascertain whether
they have re-crossed to this aide, und witl to-day send a party of tweuty
men to find out. The Indians are evidently much alarmed, and arc fiying
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before us rapidly as possible-leaving bebiud their poor horses-cfive of
which we have taken. I should judge them to be in a starving condition,
from the fact that we have found a nnmber .of their horses killed for food.
I think they have but little stock left .

If they have passed np White river with a view to go over the
mountains, I am afraid they will succeed in escaping, :1S it will be impos
sible to follow them, owing to the swollen condition of the streams, which
are now impassable.

I think they started from their encampment the day after the fight,
and if they continued to travel they passed tLe White river before its
waters were up. I um able to sec the Cascade range, and there is but
little snow on its highest peaks.

I hope they may 110t have purposed crossing the monntnins. If they
have not, we shall soon be able to catch them. The regulars, with 350
men, passed Porter's on the 2-::!d , witb the Lope of surpdsinz a camp on
Green river. I hope they may not be disappointed, but fear they witl,
They took the camp of Indians on the Puyallup prisoners, from wl.om I
suppose they have gained information of importance. The river was im
passable, or I snppose they would have communicated the news.

I am, very respectfully,
GILMORE llAYS,

Com'g Central Battalion, W . T. V.

[No. 236.]
TENALQUOT PJWRIE, March 24th, 1856.

JAllES TILTON1 Esq.,
Adj. General W . T . V., Olympia:

SIR :-On the 17th inst., we discovered Indian spies lurking about
onr camp. W e trailed them towards Yelm prairie; learned there that
tbey had heen chased from 11 harn about t wo miles to the westward of
F ort Stevens. We went same day to Graveile's. H e stated that he
went when and where he pleased withont arms, same as he always had
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done-tbat tbe Indians said that they wonld not hllrt the Frencb or En
glish.

18th.-1 ordered in all tbe provisious wbich the Indians might easily
get, and told Mr. Kirtley to report the amount and kind of prorlslous to
the quartermaster at Olympia.

19th.-Remained at Yelm.
20th.-Wcnt to bead of South Bay.
2I st.-WCllt to Johnson's Point, Sent part of my conunand to the

left-Lieut. Goeaell goiug to the right.
22d.-Divided my command iu small parties and searched the woods

from head of South Bay to Nesqually Bay and McAliister's creek.
23:l.-Searehed Nesqually bottom to near the Yelm ford; on west

side found signs of Indians.
•

I am going up the Deschutes to-day; shall he rendy for further or-
ders to-morrow.

Respectfully,
H. J. G. :MAXON,

Captain Washington Mounted Rilles.

LKo. 237.]
OFFICE ADJUTANT GENERAL, W. T. V., }

Olympia, March 26th, 1856.

Capt. H. J. G. MAXON,
Commanding Mounted Rifles ,

SIR :-You will proceed by the way of Fort Stevens with your com
pany, nnd make a scout up the Nesqually river as far as you can carry
supplies. From the Nesqno.lly you will proceed to Connell's prairie, and
form a junctiou witb the Central battalion; your ronte being by the high
est practicable trail at the bead waters of the Nesquo.llyand Puyallnp
rivers,

Capt. Acbilles will co-operate with you on tbi. duty, aad will report
to yoo for orders.

Il is supposed you can take your horses some distance up the NeB
qually, and perhaps to the prairies, or until you ascertain whether you
ean march from tbe Nesqually prairies to those of the Pnyallup. Should
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you, however, find the grass insufficient, you will Ieuve your horses at Fort
Stevens, or some other suitable place. Of this you will Le the judge.
Of course j"OU cannot subsist your animals after joining the Central bat-
talion, and it will be better perhaps, to take them but one day's march
from Fort Stevens, as it would weaken your force to give them a sufficient
escort Lack thence from, say two or three day's march from that post, or
usc your discretion to leave your horses am] move with tbccutirc strength
of t he two companies.

Very respectfully, &c.,
JAMES 'l'IL'fON,

Adj't GeD. W. T. V.
By order of the Governor and Commander-in-Chief

(11"0. 238.]
CAMI' !I1cCLOen, -'larch 30th, 1866.

Adj't Oen. J AYES Tn.TOS ,

W. T. V. , Olympia:

SIR:-00 my way to this place I found the prisoners I send to you,
at their homes. They all acknowledged that they were violating the or
ders of the Governor. I considered it Ill)" duty to send them to the Gov
ernor, and state that I consider them guilty of treason, und can prove
,rr0n guilty of giving aid and comfort, by Orterlcnd, who belongs to my
coropauy. Mcf.oud ellcgcs that he bas been robbed, but has evidently
"ccchcd'' his property, as my men have found the very things that he says
he bas lost, I th ink it useless to try to get the Indians while these men

arc allowed to remain here.
The Indians bave bern and are ncar here. 1\ot more than three

have been seen at once.
I am, very respectfully,

Your most obedient,
II. J . G. MAXON,

Captain Mounted Rifles.



302

(Ko. 289·1

OffICE A DJ'r GESEJUL, W . T. Y., }
Olympia, 4tb April, 1856.

Major. HAYs,
Commanding Centra l llattalion:

SIR :- After Capt. Wbite reports the ferry at the Puyallup ro-es
tablished, you will order him to make a rend from F ort HOJs to 0. LODVC

nient point on South prairie, where you will cause a. block house to be
erected.

JAMES TII,TOK,
Aclj't Gen. W. T. Y.

By order of the Governor and Commandcr-in-Ohief

[No. 240 .J

OFFrcE AN'T GEKERAL, 'V. T.
Olympia, W . T ., April 6, 1856.

.MRj. GIUl'ORE H AYS,

Commanding Central Battalion:

SIR :-From information received at tbis office from various sources,
and considered reliable, the enemy lllay he expected by a pass through
the Cascades sout h of Rauier.

Capt. Maxon has just returned from a scout of forty miles from
Fort Stevens towards the Puss. lie brought in fourteen prisoners, and
killed eight men of the enemy, of whom but 8 escaped from the rapid
and effective fi re of his party.

lie was obliged to return for provisions, and lived on Indian food for
a day or two. lIe sta les that if he had had horses he could have kept
on by eating' the animals.

H e is going out again to-morrow, and will scout in the same diree

tion.
You will leave :Major V an Bokkelen in command of the post you

here established on the \Vhite river, and after the Pioneers have re-estab-
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llshed the ferry over the Puyallup, proceed with your battalion to Sooth
prairlo, erect a block house at some convenient point as possible, and ,

keep in readiness to move towards the Ncsqually pass of the Cascades.·
It is p rOil (-, ~ :!d for your commnud to proceed from the South prairie to
the south e.ist , to Michael's fork of the Xesqually, and erect there another
bloc), house.

You wi ll employ upon the work of opening ronda and building block
houses all the force at your command, not employed in ranking scouts, or
on guard, arrange your guards so that a man may be tweuty-Iour hours
ou and twenty-four hours off, strengthen the PIoneer company during its
employment in cleaning out the roads and building defences by as large a
"tarking party from the other compnates of the ccmumnd as possible, as
celerity of movement is absolutely demanded by the exigency of the case.

Report to this offlce the state of affairs in your command, and tbe
progress of the work ordered, as frequently as possible.

L eave an officer and fifteen or twenty men at Fort White.
I am, sir, respectfully,

Your obedient servont,
J . TILTOX,

Adjotant General W . T. \'
Bv order of the Governor and Cornmauder-in-Chief.

•

[Ko. 241.]
F ORT Su:n:X9, Y ELY PRAIRIE, }

April 6th , 1856.

His E xcellency, I . I. STEVEKS,

Gov. and Commander-in-Chief:

Sm :-101 pursuance of orders received on 30th ult., I marched that
night with twenty men, under the guidance of Mr. Shelton and Lieut .
DcLacy, the Aujutant Southern battalion, and arrived at this place same
night,

On Skst, I proceeded to examine the country around, so us to find
the direction the Indians had taken, but found no sign.

April l st. -Marchcd for I ..akamns prairie, under the guidance of
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Mr. Brail, wbo had lost some borses by the Indians recently, but could
find no sign. R eturned to this place by way of the N csqually r iver. On
the th ird, the rest of Illy company having joiner! me, started with twenty
seven men, intending to go as far as possible towards the mountains.
Took four dsys' rations. 4th.-~3.rch{:d nil dny without seeing any In
dians. Sent horses Lack to Lackuums prairie, and proceeded forward
with part of command. Returned in the everting without making any
discovery.

5th.-Detaebed Lt. Pressley witb fi fteen men towards the hend of
the N esqually river, with orders to examine the river minutely on his way
down to this place, whilst I returned with the rest of the company t o
Ibis place.

6th.-Sconts having returned, moved camp to Tarnarie's prairie.
where I can get good feed for the animals. No fresh Indian sign I l n..~

been found, It is supposed tbat there werc ouly four Indians in the
purty that stole the horses.

.., * * * * * * *
I have the honor to he,

V ery respectfully, &c.,
BLUFORD )ULLER,

Capt. (',0. I , W. T. V.

[No. 242.J

EXEt 'tTIVE O}"FICI~, OI,YYFI,' , 1
April 101h, 1856. f

Major G. HAYB,

Com'g. Central Battalion:

SIR :-1 have received your letter of this date, resigning your posi
tion as Major of the Central battalion.

Your resignation is accepted, te t ake elfect from this date.
In accepting your resignation, I desire to express my appreciation of

your services in the Indian war. Commuuications from the office of the
Adjutant General have shown )'OU thnt the au thorities have not been un
mindful of the time you have devoted to the public service, nor the hard
ships yon have encountered.
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Trusting that in the bosom of yoor family you will find a solace from
the cares of public employment.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed,) ISAAC I . STEVENS,
Gov. and Oommender-in-Chicf.

[No. 243.]
April 12th.-Communication from Adjutant Gencral to Captain

Swindal, on whom command of Central battalion had devolved, of same
import as that of the 6th inst., to Major Hays.

[No. 244.]
EXECUTIVE

•
O .F"'ICE, WASHINGTON T ERRITORY, }

Olympia, April, 15, 1856.

Capt. C. W. SWIKnAL,

Commanding Central Battalion :
SIR :-Lieut. Col. Shaw has been elected Lieut. Col. of the Central

and Sonthern battalion.
You will push forward, establish a block house at South prairie, and

open a communication with the foree now pushing up the Nesqually.
On communicating with Col.Bhaw, you will receive from him orders

as to tbe future movements of tbe battalion.
It is to be remarked here, that tbe line of tbe ]Iiesqually is regnrded

as an important one to be occupied-that it is to be established by block
houses, and that the available force of your battalion is to be applied \.0

that purpose.

(Signed,)

39

Truly your:::;,
I SAAC I. STEVENS,

Gov. and Commander-in-Chief
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tKo. 2~5.J

C A)lP ~IO' T"O)(ERY, .A pril 20th, 1856.

Gov. I SAAC I. STEyt:~ S,

Commauder-in-Chlef :

SIR :-1 moved forward on the 15thinst., for Sonth prairie, hy wny of
Finnell's prairie, cutting a wagon road some six miles through the woods,
and making a good road. On 2d, encamped on South prairie, and two
days after, completed block house, which 1 named Fort McAllister, and
on the following morning, mored towards Camp Montgomery. The Pi
oneers deserve much credit for their perseverance.

On 17th int., 1 sent ont a scontiug party up the north branch of tbe
Nortb fork of tbe Puyallup, commanded by Adjntant Ruth. Some four
or fire miles up the river, they discovered a camp, which the Indians no
doubt had intended for their place of retreat, bnt no fresh sign was seen,
except ODe track which passed throngh South prairie towards White

•nver.

• * • * * *

[Ko. Z4G.J

V ery respectful ly,
C. W . SW I XD A L ,

Capt. Com'dg. Centrra1 Battalion .

CAm' WREN, April 2&<11 1856.

Adjutant General J AYES TxLTOX,

W . T. Volunteers, Olympia :
SIR :-1 beg leave to report, tbal In obedience to orders received

from Lieut. Col. Shuw, 1 broke up my camp al McLoud'. and marched
on the 11th icst. to Tcnook creek, and on next day arrived at Michel's
prairie t.t noon. I left my horses here nnder a guam, and immediately

proceeded up the Miehr!'s creek, a brunch of the Nisqually river. 1 WDB

accompa..ied by Co1. Shaw and Adjutant De Lacy.
We proceeded up the river for about eight miles aad camped, Con

tinuing our course next da.y, we came across fresh Indian sign and tli\rldcd
the' party, Col. SHBW going up one side of the river and I continuing up
the other. Col. Shaw found an Indian, who, however, escaped in the
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drift-wood, and soon came to a fishery. A bove this, a short distance, we
surprised an old Indian making fish weirs, and shortly after captnred an
other spearing salmon. W e iuduced these to lead us to their ranch,
where they represented that UlC.fC were several men ~nd women, but all
our arrival we found that the one who had escaped had given them warn
ing, and that they were gone. 'rhey had not had time however to toke
anything, as we found all their clothing, two guns, a cuche containing
blankents, clothing, &c., some ammunition and other articles. I sent out
SL'OUU; in every direction but were unable to catch any more except anold
squaw, who caine up not knowing tlrut we were there. 'Ve destroyed ev
erything. Xcxt morning Col. Shaw returned with a party nnder com
mand of Lieut. Bennington, taking one of the captured Indians as a guide,
and got six Indian horses south of Lake Owhap, too poor to be of any
DBC.

Thinking that the Indians had escaped over to the Nisqually, I re
turned down the Michel a short distrance, crossed it and proceeded about
three miles over to the river, which I ascended sevenor eight miles until
stopped by the tremendo us precipices. I found no signs of Indians and
no place for t hem to stoy. Same day returned to ~lichcl's prairie by'the
mouth of Michel's creek, passing hy the place where we had kllled the
Indians on the previeos scout. The bodies were still there and had not
been disturbed.

Ou my arrival at camp, I found that Capt. Achillis' company had
arrived under command of Lieut. Powell. I started again on the I'lth
inst., on another scout, taking the other company also with me. .My men
bad on the previous expedition seen a large lake to the north-east, and I
thought that we would find Indians there. W e proceeded on our former
trail until within a short d istance of the fishery, when I sent Lient. Powell
with his company to the ranch which we had fonnd on the previous expe
dition, and struck a northern course myself for the unknown lake. On our
roote we came across an old I udinu camp, where we fonnd a cache of sad
dies, ropes and axes, which we destroyed. W e crossed three small but
rapid streams which I named successively the South, Middle, and North
Forks of t he Owhap. On the last we camped, having made 25 miles that
day. We were now Oil a distinct well marked truilleaking to the lake,
and arrived at this latter about noon. W e coasted along it for about 5
miles, finding no Indices. headed it and came on the opposite side. IIere
we found several small streams flowing from the lake into the Puyallup of
which this is probably the head. W e struck a trail going to this river
and our captives told us that it was not very far distant. We camped
here.

Wc continued our returning course next on the trail, bring generally
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in a south and east direction. * * * * Again anived at Michel's
prairie, " * * * * Haling ItO provisions,) have come to this place
where I will await orders.

---

[X". 24' .J

Very respcctfully,_&c.,
H. J . G. MAXON,

Capt. Com'g. Wasbington Mouuted ReCes,

P ORT l\fcAuSTF.R, Socra PRAIRIE, }
April 29th, 1856.

Gov. J. I. STE\' E ?\; ~,

Gov. and Commander-in-Chief :
SIR :- Cupt . Swlndul left here this evening en route for the Nisqna1ly

filer with forty-eight men. I a.ccompanied him as far as the main North
Pork of the Puyallup with seven of my men, as I felt certain that he
would have a fight with Leschi on Lis first day's march, but we passed

around his ('amp_ ' * * * * * * * *
We went to an old encampment, where we found a trail which we

thought was the one that the Indian. had taken when they left it, but
proved to he 0 false troil mode for the purpose of misleading any body of
men that might discover the camp. After running' out the trail , we dis
covered an opening which we supposed to be prairie, but which proved to
be t he North P ork of the Puyulhrp. Capt. Swlndal resolved to proceed
forward rend I;rcturned to the old Indian camp. Inabout an hour I
found out tile course the Indians hod taken. The eueempment is situated
upon the edge of a swamp. There were four houses capable of holding
about thirty. III the swamp was un Island with flve large houses which
could bold fifty or sixty men. W e likewise found old beds in hollow logs,
and there were probably one hundred men encamped here, and I think
that they were in a wretched condition as they had been obliged to kill
their horses for food . We followed the trail of the Indians as far as was
prudent considering our small number and then returned to camp.

* * * * * *
Yours respectfully,

A. n. RABBES01i,
Com'g, Company n, W . T . V .
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[11'0. 248.]

J ,uu:s T ILTOK,

Adjutant General W . T. Y. :

SIR ;- ' Vith four dey 's provisions, 1 started with part of my com
mand, conelsring of Capt. ,\Vhitc of the P ioneer company with 20 men ;
Lieut. Temple of company B, with J4 men ; Lieut. Cole with "I men, and
4 meu of the company scouts, upon the march you ordered towards the
Xisqually. During this march, having discovered a fresh trail of Indians,
1 went before t he command and upon raising a ridge discovered a n Indian
house within thirty yards. I signalled to the command to surround it, but
before it could he done, uri Indian ran to the door. I levelled my rifle to
shoot him but he dodged back, and all of the Indians ran out of the back
door. I caught sight of a young Indian whom I shot.

'I'he commend then charged aud killed four Indians ; one of the killed
we recognized as "Snm," of 'Vhitc river.

We searched the camp and burnt everything.
provisions were found-c-some potatoes, &c.

The papers of t he Duwnmlsh Mill Co. were found here and I forward
them to you.

This camp contained about 25 or 30 IudiUI1S.
McAllister yesterday after a fatiguing march of 35
moutains.

Lieut . McKihhon of Company II, 9th Infautry, has j ust arrived here.
Flo is going with us to-morrow with 22 men of his company.

Y ery respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

C. W. SW I liD A L L ,
Com'g. Central Battalion \V. '1'. Y.

[No. 249.]
OHlCE A N L'TAl\T G ENERAL, W. T. V., }

OLnrr lA, May 2~ tb, 1856.

Lieut. E. H UGER.,

Adj't. 2d R cg' t. W. '1'. V olunteers :

S1R :- YUl1 arc hereby detailed to inspect the route lately traversed
hy Major Vnn Bokkelin from"Connell's prairie to the pa-8S of the Snoqual-
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mie and report upon its practicability for ox teams and the time requisite
to cut a rood through by a party of pioneers, of say 30 men.

Upon arrival at ,Major Van Bokkclin's caUlp, confer with him upon
the subject and inform him that the Commander-in-Chief is very desirous
that the Northern Battalion should actively employ itself in cutting out

'88 much of the northern portion of the proposed road as possible, to facil
itate the movement nnd enable the post at Rangers' prairie to be supplied
with provisions, &c., from the train of Col. Shaw.

The detai ls, you will give the necessary orders about, and iuform
Major Y nn Bokkelin of the plan at this office relative to the movement.

Bear in mind that tho arrangements for the march via the Snoqual
mie depend upon the posslbillty of the road being made practicable to ox
learns, in say twelve days.

Return to this place within six days to report.
I am, very respectfully,

Your obedient sen-ant,
JAMES TILTON,

Adjvaut General W. T. V.
By order of the Gov. and Commander-in-Chief.

Norc -c-Lieut. Huger being taken sick, the above orders were exeeu
ted hy Copt . De Lacy.

[ No. 250.]
EXF.ct" n :. OrFJn~, 1 'ERlUTORY WASHISGTOK, }

OI.nlrIA, July 17th, 1856.

Capt. Swm,AL,
Commanding Central Battalion:

SIR :-You are directed to confer with Lieut. Col. Casey, and turn
over Fort Hicks to him as soon as he will receive it.

On his taking possession, the Steilacoom company under Lieut. Cole
will be immediately marched to Steilacoom and be mustered out of service
b)' you.

'Ibe Quartermaster and Commissary General will make the necessary
a rrangements for the removal and safe keeping of the public property at
Yort IIicks.

You will Immediately send orders to the detachment of the Seattle
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company under L ient. K eely to move immediately to Seattle, there to be
mustered out of service next week by Lieut . Col. Eltzhugh.

The detachments of your enmpany at Skookum Bay you will also
cause to be mustered out of service.

The detachment of men at the Nisqually P erry block-house will be
mustered ont of service by Quartermaster and Commissary Genernl lllilier.

The companies at the Cowlitz and in Clarke eounty will be mustered
out this week.

Yery respectfully,
Your most obedient,

ISAAC I. STEV E NS,
Governor and Commender-in-Chlef

[ 1'0. ~5I. J
PORT TOW' l'sF.s fI,.. W. T., Nov. 5th, 1855.

Adft General JAll!S Tn.TO~,

Washington Territory Voluntecrs. Olympia:

SlR-I take this opportunity of informing you that on last Satur
day, a company of volunteers was organized at my place of about fifty
men, which is increasing daily, and in a few days the compnn'ys comple
ment will be full. I mmediately on the organization of the company, I
despatched 1st L ieutenant S. D. H owe with a detachment of men to visit
the camps of tbe Scadgct Indians now situated on the rivers immedi
ately north of the Snohomish river; and invit e them all in to the set tle
ments--to separate them as far as possible from the influence of the
tribes of Indians of known hostilities. I am now fitting out all expedi
tion of thirty men to go on the American schooner A . Y . Trask, 8mI
blockade the Snohomish river. This expedition goes under command of
2d Lieut . J ames K ames. 1 have sent the schooner R B. P otter to San
Juan Island, for two pieces of ordnnnce. She is expected DOW hourly.
.As soon as she ret urns the expedition will sail for the river. I have in
structed Lt. Kames to proceed up the river to above all the sloughs, and
select n position where the stream is narrow and the banks clear of tim-
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ber, and then proceed to throw a boom of logs across the river, anchor
his schooner below the snme, and place n guard on each Lank of the river
to prevent any canoe from passing ; if the blocknde is attempted to he
forced he is instructed to resist the same.

I think, with this river blockaded, it adds greatly to the security of
all the settlement on the lower part of the Sound, In fact, with the
river open, with a large trail from the Olicknmt country to the river that.
can be traversed at all seasons of the year, the whole lower portion of
the Sound is at the mercy of the enemy. A party of Indians can reach
all the settlements below, with that river open, in 48 hours from the Ya
kima river, with it closed, they cannot be reached at all. I think tl n
course I har e pursued will meet with your npprobutlon j the exigency of
the case seemed to me to demand it.

The people of tbls place nrc very much alarmed. A II tho families
nrc moving in, and hnilding a block Louse. The people on " :'hitlhy's h 
land do not appenr so much alarmed-the blockade of the Snoliomi...h
river, hns added grea tly to the feeling of security.

I hope nnd trust to he up to Olympia hefore this roaches l OU,

* * * * * *
The expedition 1 think will hare the ri ..-er blockaded hy to-morrow

night.

* * • • • *
* • * * • *

(Signed. )

[No. 252.J

\~('ry respectfully,
Y our most obedient,

ISAAC x . EBEY.

--- - - -

OLnl:rB , Nov. su, U:55.

J AVES TI LTOX, E"'Q"

Adjutant General W nsbineton Tcrritorv :
. .

Sm :-1 have thc honor to report to you the orgnnizatiou nf :l r-om -
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panj of volunteers at wbidby's Island, 0 11 the third Inst., called the Nor -
than Rangers. * * * * *

Immediately upon the organization of the eompauy, I dispatched L t.
Howe, with [1 portion of the command, to the rivers on the east side of
Whidby's Island, to meet tbe main encampment of the Scndget Indians,
to- have a. talk with them, and request the tribe en masse to mere into
the scttlemeuta -'Ibls course appeared to me highly necessary, as they
have at times past, been very considerably uuder the influence of Te-l-as,
a chief of the Yukime, tribe ~f Indians, and who has visited them in the
character of a priest, and at this time, a S noqua lmie chief is visiting them,
and it is well known that different members of this tribe are dissatisfied
with the whites, and hut little persuasion would be needed to induce them
to disregard their solemn treaty obligat ions, end join in alliance with the
hostile bands of Indians within reach of them. 'Iuese fears are greatly
enhanced, when the Indians know t hus far that t he whites who have gone
out to chast ise the hostile I ndians have been compelled to retreat, and
that numerous murders bnr e been committed within short distances of
pointa that arc the best prepared for defeuee. I think it a matter of the
first importance to separate those Indians who show no disposition for
warfare from those of kuowu LostilitIes.

* * * * '" *
I have now despatched Lieut. J ames Keyrncs with thirty men on

board of the schooner A . Y. T rask to blockade the Snohomish r iver.

* * ,." * * *
* * It is believed that there is no road or pass in the

Cascade mountains north of the Snoqualmie unt il you get to Frazier's

river. * * * * *
With this river (the Snohomish) open, it brings the main band of

Yakima Indians within 48 110Urs of P ort L udlow, P ort Gamble, P ort
Townsend, Discovery and Whidby's I slands, where aa immense amount of
capital eonld be destroyed, and many lives los', before the enemy eonld be
repulsed.

* * * * * *
I am, sir ,

Yonr obedient servant ,
I SAA C N . EllEY.

40
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[No. 253.]
OFFICE ADJUTA!\7 GENERAl" w. rr. V ., }

OLYYPIA, Nov. 10th, 1855.

Capt. 1. N. EBEY,

Comd'g Co. I, 1st Hegt. W. T. V.:

SIR :-Your company, I, being accepted into the service of the Uni
ted States, you will return to your commanij and Ci!URC the military oath,
a copy of which is herewith transmitted, to be administered to your offl
cers, non-commissioned officers and privates. Anyone declining to so
swear will not be accepted into service.

* * * * * *
You will maintain a guard at the boom on the Snohomish river, in-

structing your guard to avoid all collision with the tribes, or any members
of the tribes, who may not exhibit unmistakeable evidence of hostility,
or be found in, or strongly snspected of communication with tbe hostile
Indians. Your command will earnestly endeavor to maintain the friendly
relations hitherto existing between the Bnoqualnries and other tribes on
the Sound, and our people. If th is is done, yonr services will be most
valuable, and more highly appreciat ed than any victor)" OHI' those tribes,
should they unhappily joiu the hostile Indians.

* * * * * *
* * It is made your especial duty to guard against and

prevent all persons not on military duty, or agents of the Indian depart
ment, from undertaking any expeditions against the Indians. Private
war must not be tolerated.

The general arrangements in regard to the collection of friendly In
dians and restricting tl ICID to particular points, wiII be strictly confi ned to
the Indian department, whose agents this is the special duty of, and who
will be Instructed, in case of necessity, to make requisition upon yourself
for any military force they Ulsy require ill your vicinity.

* * * * * *
Yours, respectfully,

JAMES TILTOX.
Adjutant General W . T. V.
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[No. 254.J
SNOHOMISH RIVER,

Nov. 12, 1855. }
JAllU:S TILTON,

Adjutant General W. T. V.:

SIB :-The steamer made Point Elliot this day about 5 P. M., where
I found the schooner A. Y. Trask, with forty-five of my command on
board. * * . * * * *

Pat Kanlm is still with UB, and designs ascending the river by him
self to-morrow. and seeing his people, returning by the time Dr. lIill ar
rives here, so as to accc.mpany him up as the special agent of the Indi-
nns. * * * * * *

I will send a dispatch to-morrow for Dr. Hill.
When Pat Kanim saw the number of men on board the schooner,

he was much alarmed, and endeavored to dissuade me from going up the
river. .

* * * * * * * *
I have this evening had a long talk with Pat Kauim, in which I

have allayed his fears. I am also indebted for the same to Capt. Fay's
influence.

I shall be at my positiou early in the morning. * * *
* * * * * *
* * * * * *

Every effort on my part, shall be directed towards maintaining
friendly relations with the Indians on the river.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed,) ISAAC N. EBEY,
Capt. Co. I, W. T. V.

[No. 255.J

FORT EDEY,.. SNOHOHISH RIVER,}
Nev. 28, 1855.

JUES TILTON,

Adjutant General W . T. V.:

SIR :-1 send thla dispatch by Lieut. Howe, who takes with him
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P at Kanim and Quesem, the two head chiefs of the Snoqualmie and
Shawamish tribes. U util to-day the chances were about even whether
Quesam sud most of tho young men of the tribes were disposed for peace
or war.

Yesterday, Pat's brother, John, went up the river. I told him to
tell Quesam and his people if they were not down the river in three days,
I should go up the river and see him. To-day a party of about 275
came down the river, including Qucsern, eud all the others that were re
ported as being disaffected. They report to me that all are now down
the river, except three men and their families. One of the great objects
of our station here is accomplished, without which, I fear that one-half
of the Snoqualmie tribe would have joined the war party.

* * * * * * * *
* * * *

:My company is now over seventy strong. Thirty men are sufficient
to guard this river. I think that it would be advisable to leave tbat
number at the fort, and with the remainder, ascend the Snoqualmie in
boats to a point some miles below the falls, taking Pat Kanim and a few
other Indians as guides. At that point, the Snoqnalmies have fourteen
head of horses, which I 'rill procure to transport my baggage, and then
take up the line of march for Seattle or Steilacoom. I will thus pene
trate the heart of the Indian country. I have no fears but we shall get
th rough.

* * ,~ * * * * *
* * * * * * * *
I understand the Indians at Xew Dunginess were manifesting 0.

slight disposition to bostility, and that tbe houses of my boys from Port
Discovery had been broken into and plundered since they left, and I im
mediately despatched Lieut. N ewton with 16 mcu, believing that their
presence would be sufficient to change their disposition for the better.

* * * * * * * *
* * * * * * * *

I have the honor to be,
Your most obedient servant)

(Sigoed,) I SAAC N. EBEY,
Capt. IIorthern Rangers,
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[ :>;0. 256.]

Orrrcz ADJ"'TA~T GENERAr., W. T. V.,}
O LYMPIA, Dec. 4th, 1855.

Cn-r. BBEY,

Com'g Co. 1. 1st. Reg't W. T. Y.:

SIR :- Your letter of Nov. 28th, is received. In reply, I am in
structed by the Acting-Governor to state :

The ronrlition of affairs ds shown by late developements in the Green
river country, and the nncertain tenure by which the savages of the
Sound are held, renders it unadvisable to authorize the proposed expedi
tion up the Snoqualmie river, and thence to Seattle or Steilacoom.

You will, therefore, continue to act under your former orders) main
taining your head quarters at P ort Townsend, and keeping up a guard of
say 25 or 30 men, at Fort Ebey. The difficulties with the Indians re
ported hy yonrself at P ort Discovery and New Dunginess, indicate the
necessity for your keeping your company at Port Townsend or in that
vicinity) exercising a surveillance upon the northern Indians, and prevent
ing them from coming' up the Sound.

* * * * * *
Yours, most respectfully,

JAMES TILTON,
Adjt. Gen. W. T. V.

[1io. 257 ·1
OFFICE ADJUTANT GENERAL, W. T. V.,}

Olympia, Dec. 5th, 1855.

CAPT. EBEY,

Com'g Co. I , W . '1'. Y.:
SIR:-

* * * * * * * *
* * * * * * * *You are herehy directed to detail an officer and 20 men of those of

your command, who reside nearest Crescent harbor, to duty at the block
house at that point.
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* * * * * *Endeavor to prevent all collisions between the detachments of your
company stationed at the block houses, and the friendly Indians npon the
reservations or elsewhere.

* * * * * *
Very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

(Signed,) JAMES TILTON,
Adj't. Gen. W. 'f. Volunteers.

By order of the Governor and Coiumender-in-Ouief

[Ko. 258.]
O Fn CE ADJ'T G EK J-':UAL, 'V. T. Y., }

Olympia, Dec. 11th, 1855.

Capt. A. A. l'u'::ll111m,

Commanding Port Townsend Guards:
SIR :-Your company is accepted into service, and herewith you will

receive commissions for youraclf and officers.

* * * * * *

••*••

* * Supply your command with provisions when an ezpe-
dition is made, and only such men as arc absolutely on duty will be sup
plied with rations.

• •
* * * * * *The delicate duty of observing vigilantly all causes which may lead

to collision between our people and the friendly Indians, is entrusted to
you, and you are especially enjoined to require of your command great
prudence and circumspection in this matter.

R espectfully,
JAMES TILTON,

Adjutant General W . T. Y.
By order of the Actiug-Governor and Commander-in-Chief.
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[No. 259.]
EXECUIVE OFFICE, 'VASIU\'GTO~ 'l' ERRlTORY, }

O LYMPIA, Feb. 1st, 1856. '

Capt, I. N. E B'Y,
Wash. Ter. Volunteers, Port Townsend:

SUt :-1 am determined to receive in service no volunteers, except
such as enlist for six months, and for the general defence of the Terri
tory.

A ccordingly, your company will be disbanded, and you are urged to
raise a. company to be enrolled at P ort Townsend, subject to the orders
of the Executive.

The necessary orders for their disposition will be given in season.
But in the present emergency, it is indispensable that as large a force as
possible shonld be thrown into the country now occnpied by the hostiles.

Truly and respectfully,
Your most obedient,

ISAAC 1. STEVEl'S,
Governor and Commander-in-Chief

[No. 2~O .]

EXECl:n" E Orrrce, w... ASHINGTON TERRITORY,}
O LYMPIA, Fcb. 2d, 1856.

Capt. I SAAC N. EBEY,
W. T. Volunteers :

Sm :-You are requested to t ake in hand the raising of volunteers
from the counties of Wbatcom, I sland, J efl'erson and Clallam, to urge it
forward with all possible dispatch, and to consolidate the whole force, if
in two or more companies, by calling an election of Majer, and issuing
the necessary certificates.

The l\lajor thus- elected will at ouce enter upon his duties, nwaiting
his commission from the Executive.

The instructions to the :a.lnj or are herewith enclosed.
Very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,
(Signed,) ISAAC I . S 'l'EVENS,

Gov. and Commander-in-Chief
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[Xo. 261.1
E :U :ClifJ \ ': O} n er., 0 1.10" )1 1'1."' , w. T., }

February 2d, l 8rlt).

To the 1II AJOR,

Commandlng Lower Sound Dat talion :

SIR :-Yon will make the following disposition of the force under

your command:
1. Establish small posts ut Bellingham Bey, Pert Townsend and

on ' Vhidby's Island, not exceeding 15 men each.
2. You will keep the same number afloat iu (::1,-;(' no steamer of

war is on the Sound.
3. Your remaining force ) '011 will push up the Snohomish, occupy

F ort E bey with 15 men, and stat ion the rest at the Falls. H ere n block
house should he buil t,

4. If a hody of 100 men call he collected at the Fulls under your
command, )"on will receive orders to move towards Green and "~hite rho.
ers, to meet columns moving towards the snrue point from Steilacoom und

Seattle.
5. Report from time to lime to the .Adjutan t General 's office at

Olympia, and especially report immediately the Dumber of t roops yen will
be able to concentrate at the F alls of the Snoquehule.

6. Robinson has been appointed quart ermaster and commissary of
your command, and of the post of P ort T ownsend , and has been instruc
ted promptly to comply with your requ isitions.

V cry respectfully,
Your obedient servant ,

ISAAC I. STEVENS,
Governor and Commander-in-Chief

[Ko. 262.]

D En:S CF: o r Tm: L OWER 1'.\ HT OF TJ-J ~~ Snrxn.

1. Till the hostiles are met Il.UU defeated in their own country, ~ l

steamer should he (In move con tinually, and posts of J.:i men each 1,<, cs-
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tablished at Bellingham !lay, P ort 'Iownscud end Whidby's Island, and
a post DC thirty men at the Snohomish.

2. The want oC a steam vessel to be supplied by a sailing vessel, to
cruise between Port Townsend and Bellingham Bay, occasionally run
ning down the Straits, and by a supply vessel Crom P or t Townsend to
the Snohomish.

3. In caw DC attack, the set tlers enrolled us militia should be called
together for the emergency.

4. If two companies nrc formed in the lower pnrt of the Sound,
tlley will mostly have to act in concert, and should be under the command
DC a Major, to be elected by the companies.

(Sigued. ) ISAAC I. l:iTBYENS,
Governor and Couunaudcr-in-Chicf

[Xo. 263.1

DEFEN CE OF H EJ.I.ISGH.nf BAY.

I. If the Coree stat ioned there should not be competent, the en
rolled. militia, or a portion thereof, should be called out.

2. With a suitable block house, oue quarter of the citizens as a
daily guard, would probably, during the existing Indian difficulties, be suf
ficient to maintain it, and get information of the approach of hostile In
dians, and in case of an attack being threatened, give notice to the set
tlers.

3. In case of attack, all the citizens should assemble to repel it.
4. Every exertion will be made to keep a steamer on the waters of

tbe Sound, to establish a weekly mail between Bellingham !lay, and oth
er points on the Sound, and Olympia.

5. If tbe citizens DC Bellingham !lay come forward in the defence
DC the Territory, they will, in connection with the company to be enrolled
at Port Townsend, be organized mainly Cor the defence DC the lower part
of the Sound. But it is possible their services may he required else
where, and they should enlist unconditionally.

(Signed.) ISAAC I. STEVB;'iS,
Gov. and Commaudcr-in-Ohicf.
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[No. 264.]

FORT STEILACOOr, Feb. 14th, 1856.

Capt. I SAAC X. Em;y)
Enrolling Officer, Lower Sound Battali on :

SIR :~The importance of immediately establishing tbe posts above
the falls of the Snoqualmie, is so vital that I have requested Captain
Gauscroort to despatch the Active to Port Townsend to transport all
your available forces with the ueeessary supplies to the mouth of the
Snohomish.

The posts indicated in the general instructions will iutercept the re
treat of the enemy, and close the passes over the Cascades. They arc
needed to aid the operations of P at K nnim.

Then, sir, push ahead. with your characteristic energy; we shall soon
move from this quarter.

I am, very respectfully,
Your ohcdicnt servant,

(Signed,) I SAAC I. STE VEXS,
GOY. and Commander-in-Chlef.

[No. 265.J

FoUT T , LTOX, March Llth, 1856.

JAllES T ILTOX, } ;SQ.,

Adj'! Gen. W. T. Y ., Olympia :

SIR :-Your despatch, bearing date F eb. 21st., was received through
the hands of Lt. Huger, on the 22d, ou receipt of which, I immediately
with tho assistance of Messrs, Collins nnd Money, engaged fifteen canoes
to transport my command up the Snoqnalmie river. I was somewhat
bothered in the operat ions, as Capt. P at Kanim threw himself back on
his dignity, and insisted upon my waiting upon his pleasure, but hc at
last consented to proceed with part of my command up the Snoqnalmie
river to Pat's house, where we bad to remain, as Pat had ordered them
to take us no further.

After two days, by using threats, 1 succeded in making seven or
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them take me up to the Ful ls, to look for a location to establish a fort ac
cording to instructions, when I selected the present site which I have ta
ken the liberty to name "Port Tilton." It is situated at the head of ca
uoe navigation, and three miles below the Palls, with a large tract of bot
tom land around it which is never overflowed. After arriving here, I
was again delayed in consequence of my being ahead of my supplies, nnd
not having the tools to work with. In the mean time, with the assist
unce of Messrs. Collins & Money, I layed out a road from this place to
the prairie above the Fulls-a-the said road being six or seven miles in
length.

'Two days since, on receipt of axes, &c., I lmmcdiately put my coin
maud to work, cutting the road for pack animals to travel, which will be
finished in a couple of days. I have delayed dciug nny thing on the
block house at tbis place, as 1 was so far belriud ill my movements in the
expectation of the Commander-in-Chief, that 1 thought it advisable to
push matters through, leaving the block house to be erected by the de
tachment to remain at this place. Yesterday, by the hands Serg't Ebey,
of my command, I received all the back instructions frour Copt. I . K.
Ebey, together with map of this country, with lli)" line of march laid out.
I also received by the express ruuuing to this station, ammunition and
other articles forwarded from quartermaster's department, us per your fa
vor bearing date February 20th, 1856, which is ecceptublc. Ily the ex
press I learn that K anim's company is at Fort Ebcy, and will he at this
station to-morrow to report for duty.

A portion of Capt. Howe's company is also a t Fort Ebey-s-say 18,
and talk oCremaining there for some fifteen days: for what purpose I
cannot tell.

I have sent an exprees to Utero, ordering them to this station to ro
port themselves ( I acting as inspecting officer ) without delay. So I am
in hopes that all of this division will be at thls place in four or five days
from date, when a Major will be elected, and the line of march taken up.
I have so far labored under great difficulties in tbe other companies of
this battalion not using proper exertions in pushing business, and in get
ting anlmals to pack our provisions. I am in hopes of obtaining some
from Pet Kanim, and I have also sent this day a detachment of twenty
men, under Lieut. Mounts with five Indians, to secure five horses that
arc roving above the Palls, and the Indians tell me they belong to the
CnCID)·. My Indian auxiliaries arc hard to get along with. In my opin
ion all are rather inclined to show the white feather. As yet, the quar
termaster has been . unable to furnish me with t ents, but I shall start
without them if I can only raise pack animals enough to pack ten day's
provisions for the detachment. The balance of the time 1 remain at this
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place, await~ng the arrival.of the other companies, I shall employ in eree
ting the block-house at which I sball commence to-morrow.

So far the movements of this division have been very expensive, as we
had to deal with 11 bard crowd, and slow in their movements. But I as
sure you in all my operations thus far, I have exerted myself to push mat
ters, end at the same time, to avoid any unnecessary outlay in the way of
expenses.

Tills evening Lieut. Mounts and party returned, bringing in fonr
horses. Report no Indians on the npper prairie. Expecting to date my
next letter Oll the line of march,

I remain, very respectfnlly, &c.,
(Signcd,) J. J . H. VAN BOKKELEN,

Capt. Co. G, 2d Regt. W. T. V.

I have to report Dr. Bigelow for neglect of dnty; he will not come
to this place, but is constantly visiting Penn's Cove and other places,
( instead of attending to his business) for no earthly purpose.

(Signed,) J. J . II. V AN nOKKELEN,
Capt . Co. G, 2d Reg't. W. T. V.

[X o. 266.]

P ORT B REY, March lOth, 1856.

•JAMES TIJ.TO:\,

Adjutant General W . T . V .:

SIR :- In obedience to yonr order 21st F ebruary, directing me to
proceed up the Snoqualmie river and form a junction with Captain Van
Bokkelcn, &0., I have endeavored to carry nat with tbe utmost despatch.

By the steamer H Traveller," I was enabled to send up ,that portion
of my command which were stat ioned at Port Townsend, on the first
inst. , under command of orderly sergeant, J. T. Turner. Immediately 00

landing said detachment at Fort Ebey she returned to Penn's Cove. On
hcr arrival at. that place I got on board my supplies and started np to
Fort Ebey, where I arrived on the 8th inst., with the balance of my
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company of 24 men present, as shown on my muster and descriptive roll,
which you will please find enclosed.

My company are in high spirits, and anxious to enter the field. I
have made the necessary requisitions upon Quartermaster Robinson for
supplies, but I am sorry to say thnt he is unable to meet them as prompt
Iy as might be desirnWe. I have thought thnt matters might be expedi
ted by remaining at this place until my supplies might reach here, which
I have been assured by the Commissary wouid not exceed eight days, by
which time, I shall be enabled to procure a sufficient Dumber of canoes to
transport my meu and snpplies to the F alls witbout delay. I am aware
that a more prompt movement was expected in this quarter, and I assure
you that notbing would have been more gratifying to myself and men,
could I have accelerated my movements in the premises.

But considering the force already at the Falls, and my scant bUP

plies, I have thonght that the movement of the troops from the F alls
might be expedited by remaining at Fort Ebey until my supplies arrive.

You will perceive by my muster roll that seven of my company are
absent withont leave. Permit me to state in relation thereto that many
members of my company volunteered their services expecting that the
orders issued to the Mejor, hearing date February 2d, would be adhered
to.

Those seven are among the number who persist in not joining the
company after baving been duly notified so to do. I have used no com
pulsory means as yet, all of them have families, some have drawn cloth
ing, and some have not. I wish to be advised in regard to the matter.

I regret exceedingly that I could not be fornished with rifles, for"
majority of my company are unaccustomed to muskets. I have been
kindly furnished with 500 hall cartridges (masket) hy Capt . Alden, be
sides those I have not a single ball, buckshot or cartridge box, nor have
I any moulds to make balls with. I hope to gct an addition of arms,
acooutrements and ammunition before I leave this place.

When my company was organized, there was a promise made to the
members that, when the company became concentrated, and upon service
together, there would be another election of officers, in order that all
might have a voice in the election, that there might be no complaint here
after. I have to r eport no changes, except that of 2d Lient. Sewell, who
tendered his resignation to me. Thereupon, I ordered an election, which
resulted ill the election of Benj. Welcher, 2d Lieutenant, whom you will
commission. Sewell's resignation accompanies this for your acceptance.
I have no news of importance from Capt. Van Bokkelcn, more than he
bas moved up to the Falls.

There has no election for :Major taken place as yet, but there will be
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General Orders No.4, upon the concentration of the two companies. 1
nm somewhat at a loss to how the position of Col. Ehey- if he js u
commissioned officer belonging to the Governor's stnff. I should like to
be informed, for I have been unable to find out from him his position, and
how far his authority extended. I shall be ever ready to respect it when
I comprehend what it is. H e claims to be a private in my company, and
to say the least of it, he cannot consistently be a. private and an officer at
the same time.

Col. M. 'I', Simmons left here this morning for the Falls, to see Pat
Kanim. Dr. McCuruy is here with me awaiting instructions.

I am, very respectfully,
Your most obedient,

(Signed, ) S. D. HOWE ,
Captain Co. I, Northern llattalion.

[ No. 267 .]
}'OItT H AYS, COK;\ELL'S Pnnnrs, }

April 2d, 1856.

His Excellency 1. I. StE'"EKS,

Gov. and Commander-in-Chief W. T. Y., Olympia:

SIR :-In conversation with Col. Shaw, he has expressed himself to
rue that be thought you might think It advisable to order my command
back to the Snoqualmie country. If such should be your decision, here
after I would beg leave to make the following suggestions in relat ion to
the course best to take in returning:

I do not think it advisable, without it is intended to carry out yonr
regular plans in the present campaign, to return by way of Steilacoom,
and from that post, hy water to the Falls, as there will be a great delay,
and we will he placed at the mercy of the Indians for means of transpor
tation; and again, I will not be able to take Illy pack animals with me,
{of which I have nine) or to take cattle, 01 which I will require at least
two yoke, in case you shall sec fit to order a block house erected Oil Ran
~"Cr prairie, to banI the timber for the same.
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Again , if we return by the route we came, we have 62 miles to trav
el to the prairie, and 68 to Fort Tilton-the greatest part of the toad is
to be cut so pack animals call pass. We can go through in 14 days, ma
king u. good trail, which I am of opinion will be of service hereafter for
communicating with the different posts. There will be no diflicuIty in
having tbe road en> by Company G, if they arc supplied witb saws and
axes, and are allowed extra, the same as the PIOneer company, which
company I understand , is all owed extra for such work. If Col. Shaw
should be mistaken as to the future movements of my command, they arc
ready to move in any direction they are ordered.

Very respeetfnlly,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed,) J. ,J. II. VAN BOKKELEN,
Oom'g Co. n, W . T. Yoluntcers .

[:\0. 268.J

D tsCRIf'TJON OF H OrTE TAKEN In." rn r ~ORTHEnK nA'rrALto~, IS COYi~G

FROM F ORT Tnros TO F OHT HAY;:! .

Monday, March 16-Left F ort Tilton at 12 o'clock, camped that
night on Ranger's prairie, three miles above Snoqualmie Falls: travelling
in all sis. miles.

Tuesday, 17th- Crossed spur of mountains between Snoqualmie and
Cedar creek j came into a small prairie on Cedar creek, and camped.

W ednesday, 18th-Traveled down Cedar creek six miles, crossed,
had to raise a steep bill, traveled down the creek three miles and camped
in a bottom of burnt timber, (near by a prairie.)

Thnrsday, 19th-Raining bard; remained in camp all day.
Friday, 20th-Left camp for Green river; struck Green river after

traveling ten miles; left the river and struck around the side of a bald
mountain ; (Green river making a great bend at this place.) traveled 8
miles and camped on a small lake.

gatnrdoy, 2bt- -Aftcr traveling three miles, struck n branch of
Green river too tlC{j1 to C[Of: S j turned down the river, and traveled three
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miles; came upon Indian camp where Pat Kanim fi rst commenced his
fight; traveled ODC mile down river} and cauiu to Leschi's winter quar·

tars; camped.
Sunday, 22d-Aftcr burning the Indian houses, crossed the river

and followed the river bottom down till we struck the Muckleshoot trail;
traveled to Mucklesbcot, distance five miles; from there traveled to P or
ter's prairie, seven miles; camped, (could have made a shorter rnarcb, but
was informed that river was too high to cross at lower ford.)

Monday, 23d-Came to block house lower end of prairie; crossed
white river, and arrived at Connell's prairie, traveling four miles.

I am under the impression that the march could he made in forty
miles, as: we were compelled to take a very circuitous rout-e to avoid high
water, us it rained duriug the entire march.

Truly, Jour obedient servant,
, f; igncd.) .J. J. II . VAX llOKKEL~;X,

C'om'g X. B. W . T. V ol.

[No. 269.1
EXECl'TIYE OFFlCB, W ASIIHiGTOS" T nanrroav, }

Olympia, March Sfl th, 1856.

Major J . J. II. VAN B OKKELE",

Com'g Northern Battalion, F ort Hays:

SIR :-Your dispatch of the 24th inst., announcing your arrival at
Fort Hays, eight days from the Snoqualmie, was received carly yesterday
morning. You and your command are entitled to my special thanks for
the successful accomplishment of the expedition, for though you were nut
fortunate in meeting any Indians, the moral effec t upon the cmcmy must
be great.

I regret to be informed that P at Kanim has not come up to the mark.
Your course in retaining J ohn Taylor aud his men is approved.

You will be supplied with provisions from tho depot nt Fort Flurs
Gen. )li11l"l' will write vou hy this express. .



329

Other matters will be referred to ill a comtnuuicatiou which you will
receive by this express from the Adjutant General's office.

I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully, &c"

ISAAC 1. STE,EXS,
Gov. and Com.-in-CLicf, W . T. , ..,

[ No. 270. ]

1l.\Y1:", C OXX EI.J: .s P RAlIlI F-, }
4i pri! Ist, 185U.

Ills Excellency, h AAC I. S TEYEKS,

Gov. and Commander-in-Chief, Olympia, "'-. '1'. :

SIR :-Since my last communicatiou, my command, in cccjcuctlon
with Major Hay's command, took a tramp through the surrounding coun
try laying at the head waters of the Puyal lup river. W e went through
a large section of country of hut little value to either the whites or Indi
ans. In our march we found some Indian signs, say of about eight or
teo, with their horses, but we did not succeed in finding a camp. I t is
my opinion that they have all fen back to the base of the mouutaius, to
cross over at the first sign of our approach, as they are disheartened
from the reception given to them by the Centra l Battalion on the eleventh
of last montb.

It may be their intention only to remove their families out of the
reach of danger, and again visit us j if so, we wlll be ready for them.
I believe it is the intention of Major liays to make another scout to the
head waters of ",Vhite river, to thoroughly examine that country f OI"

them, and I am in hopes we will meet with better success. By the CX~

press of yesterday, I received my commisssion as Major of Northern bat
talion. I have appointed Mr. Humphrey H ill adjutant to the Northern
battalion, for whom you will please issue commission.

I hare appointed :Mr. R obert C. II ill, of Co. 1, clerk " I' t he h" ltnl.
IOn.

I have this day despatched (after consulting with CuI. Shaw) Lieut.
42
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}~bey am} private I..awrcy to P ort Townsend for the purpose of recruiting,
to strengthen my battalion, and hope it will meet your sanction.

I urn, vefY respectfully,
Your most obedient,

.J. J. H, VAN IlOKKELEK,
Com'g, J'\. B . W . T. V .

(No. 211. 1

i ' ORT Tn.rox, Aprll 21th, 1856.

Hen. JAMR~ 'Iu.rox,
Adjutant General, Olympia, 'V. T.:

SIR:-- Sincc my last of the 30th of March, I have kept things in
motion to the utmost of my abilities. I had n hard time in getting up'
the river to this place. The river was very high, and it reined inces
santIy the entire passage, and for ten days after my arrival here. I set
at work and put up a log hOUS8 to quarter my men-s-some of whom were
sick; in fact, I have a very few able for duty; but by care and attention
I got them, or SOlUe of them, on to their feet again, and with a part of
my command, and a small detaebment of Capt. Howe s, T star ted on a
scout towards the Snoqualmie pass, but fonnd no signs of any of the hos
tile tribes, and returned. H aving received no orders, andbelng anxious to

be stirring, I advised Capt. Howe to prepare to accompany me with 18
ruen from his command (Ieaviog tbls place in command of 1st Lieutenant
Beam, of Co. I , and 10 men) en route for the Muckleshoot, to join
Major Van Bckkolcu. 'Vhcn on the eve of departure, and every thing
packed for a start, Lieut. Fitzhugh and Col. Simmons arrived, end ad
vised us of the whereabouts of a portion of the enemy, who were by the
last accounts, secreted in the swamp back of the lake of which Black
river is the outlet. \Vc had the worst kind of weather-raining all the
way over . ,,'!"c camped the third dey right within half a mile of where
they were encamped three days before; but Mr. Ycssler bat! Leen up
there several times, and every time they moved furth er up the lake, hut
notwithstanding all our inconveniences, if we had a guide, or even a good
char t of the country, I think we could have captured and killed the most
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of them before they knew who were after them. But our prcvlslons being
totally exhausted, we had to take up our line of march for Seat tle, it
raining incessantly, and we having to wade for half the way, and for up·
wards of three miles, waist deep in water, und through almost impenetru
We thickets.

Arrived at Capt. Lander's fort, situated tour miles above Seattle, on
the Dewamish river, we got a day's rations, and moved to a Mr. Maple's
barn a mile below, and camped for the night. We there learned that
lIr. Ycssler had been commissioned to get these Indiana in, and conclu
ded to wait until he returned, and if they come in to fit out for the Muck
leshoot prairie. Before he returned, I saw Mr. Hnuun, of P ort TOWJl
send, and he informed me that the whole battalion were ordered to this
place. W e immediately got in readiness aud returned, urrlviug here last
night, making the march from the mouth of Cedar river to this place in
two days, being a forced march of one day on account of the scarcity of
rations.

I learn from Mr , Charles Thompson, who arrived here just before
us, that there had been orders sent to me, but that Lieut. Col. Fitzhugh
had taken them to Seattle, expecting to meet us there, but was delayed
on account of the rainy weather.

I shall remain here in readiness for nuy orders until the arrival of
l\fajor Van Bokkelen. I propose to send a scout nlso to-morrow or next
day, (as soon as the men recruit a little) out on the Snoquulmio trail to
meet him and ascer tain if there arc any fresh signs, &c.

If it is possible to procure a few U . S. rifles for my command, I feel
confident that we could turn them to good account, for these county arms
are much inferior to a common shot guu. Three or four rifles would
strengthen us very much. The other company Lave some,

I close, bopiog that what I have done will meet your approbation.
I am, very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,
(Sigucd,) R. V . PEAIlODY,

Capt. Co. II, N. B. W. T. V.
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[II'"o. 2~2.]

l"ORT TILTON, April 2~th, 1856.

Adj't General JAMES TIl.TON,

Washington Territory Volunteers, Olympia:
SIR :-1 have some time since completed a very substantial block

house at this point, and upon the arrival of Capt. P eabody and bis com
mand of twenty-four men at this place, we immediately ronde arrange
ments for a march in the direction of the lakes in the vicinity of Seattle.
After making the necessary arrangements preparatory to marching, we
accordingly set out on the morning of the 14th inst., with my command
of twenty men, and Capt Peabody, twenty-four men rank and file, for the
above named place, having left u detachment of ten men at Fort Tilton
under the command of my first Lieut. Beam. After a three days' march
through an incessant rain, (my men drenched to the skin) we arrived at
the mouth of Cedar river, and there discovered some Indian signs, such
as foot prints fresh upon the sand, \\Te scoured the country thoroughly
in this direction and fonnd but one Indian, or saw but one, and he was
far in the distance, and consequently escaped ; after which, we resumed
our march into Seattle.

On the way down, I fell in with Capt. Yessler, from whom I learned
that he was then eu route fur the lakes (having previously made arrange
nieuts with the Indians there to come down) he accordingly bad set
out to bring them in. After remaining at Seattle a few days to recruit
my men and supplies, I returned again by the same route that we came,
and arrived at P ort Tilton on the 26th lnst., meeting with no accident on
the route, except one of my I ndians wounded through the fleshy part of
the arm by the accidental discharge of u musket.

I have taken the liberty to have in my company six northern Indians,
whom I have found to be very serviceable soldiers, and anxious to fight if
a chance is given them. Had we been favored with a guide, and a. chart
of the country, something doubtless might have been effected in that vi
cinity. It is no very pleas...mt reflection tp tramp through this country,
kuowing not where you arc, nor where you may flnd supplies ; half the
time not knowing whether to turn to the right or left.

I have not had the pleasure of receiving any cartridge boxes for my
command, somctblng that I hav e so often requested: of which I bam
stood so much in ueed, until I arrived at Seattle, and there made arrange
rncuts with the quartermaster to have them made and furnished me at
his carliost opportunity. L inen or canvass bags, I assure you, don't prove
water proof ill these parts ill rainy weather.

I understand that j\Injor Van Bokkelcn is moving in this direction.
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1 shall remain here until his arr ival. I have not had the pleasure of re
ceiving any official documents from anyone since I arrived at this place.
I shall have to request of you to accept of my resignation, as I have pri
rate business to attend to which requires my presence.

I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully, .xc.,

{Signed. )

[ Xo. 273. ]

S. D. H OWE,
Cuptaiu Co. I , Xorthem Battalion.

OFF'ICE ~, \ [).TL"'.\ X r G~:X F.R-\f " W. 'I'.
Olympia, April 27th, 1856,

Y ., }

Major V AN B OIO..r.U :X,

Com'g. Northern Battalion, 2d Reg. W . T. Y.:
SIR :-..:\8 soou as practicable, after the receipt of these orders, you

will turn OHr the charge of the post now occupied oy your command to
Lieut. Col. Bbnw, and star t for Fort Tilton to concentrate your battalion
uy junction with the companies commanded by Capta ins H owe and P ea
Lody.

You will proceed towards the .Nachess pass, by the military road, to
some point on the road from which you came, off towa rds the Snoqualmie
falls, and thus t raverse 11 region of count ry which no party bas yet passed.
It is left to your discretion, upon consultation with Col. Shaw, to determ
ine the route, 1'0 ns not to interfere with his proposed movements. B ear
in mind that the object is to explore country not yet occupied or passed
over by troops, and if possible, str ike the enemy in any fastnesses they
may lmve upon the western bono of the mountains, or upon the heads of
the rivers emptying into the Sound.

After arriving at F ort 'I'iltcn, you will leave a sufficient garrison
1here, and proceed with your bat talion to the prairies above the Falls-c
(-rcct there u block house, with pickets aud a corral, for horses which may
hereafter he required there, and employ your command in scouting the
adj acent country, and particularly in watching the Snoqualmie pass.
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The duty of guarding the settlements upon the Sound from attacks of
the hostiles hy the way of the Snoqualmie pass is eutrusted to you. Beud
scouting parties as far iuto the pass as possible, and make reports to head
quarters relative to the depth and distance occupied by the snows upou
it . Also, your opinion as to the probable time at which any considerable
hody of the enemy could cross into the Sound region by way of the pass.

Upon your march from the point at which you leave the military
road to proceed to the Snoqualmie fulls, make topographical notes
of the country, showing the distances, (estimated) between cross
ings of streams, descriptions of prairies traversed, or which you may dis
cover ncar your routc- -the distances to the mountains, character of the
ground passed over- whether level, rolling or mountainous, and all other
matters which will assist in the delineation of the country upon n. military
map, which is being made at the office of .the Commander-in-Chief. Cause
a sketch of the couutry to bc prepared and scud it here.

'Vith full confidence in yonr energy, intelligence and zeal in the per~

formauce of the arduous duty before J Ou.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

JAMES 'fILTON,
Adjutant General 'V. '1'. V.

By order of the Governor and Commander-in-Chief.

P. S.- Col. Fitzhugh, lately from P ort Tilton, reports four months'
provisions there for sixty men.

First Lieut. Edward Gibson, aid, has been despatched to Port Town
send to take supplies of all kinds to meet you at Fort Tilton.

Report before marching, to this office, and inform the quartermaster
of any articles wanted at th e Fulls, which you may think could not be
supplied by the quartermaster at Port Townsend.

Capts, Howe and Peabody have made an expeditiou through the
country from Fort Tilton to Seattle, and when last heard frOID, were re
turning to the Falls.
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IKo. 274·1
H.\N"l a :n':-\ Pn.\IHJt:, :'\(3)' :2 :Jtl, 1856.

JAMES TILTON, E~Q .•

Adjutant General WasbiugtOIl Territory:
SIR :-1 arrived on this prairie (ca lled by sonic Snoqualmie prairie)

yesterday at 3 o'clock P . M., being the 8th day from Fort Ilays. Du
ring the march I have thoroughly exuuiiued the country at the base or
the mountains, eud my route the greatest part of the way was over a
country that has Dever been traveled by white man.

I found on Green river, under the mountains. various camps of the
enemy that had been abandoned not over a month since. '111CSC trails all
led down to the settlements except that of two or three Indians and one
horse, that I followed to the edge of the snow in the Snoqualmie pass,
but think they did not cross, as we could sec no signs ill the snow, ( they
may have crossed before the last fall of SIlOW) we found their camp fires
all along their route,

r am under the impression it was all express going across the mount-
•urns,

Since my arrival here I have had too much business on hand to get
things under way to make a full report us to my march, but will do it as
soon as I have leisure. I sent Capt. Smalley over the summit with a de
tachment, and he reports to Inc that there is but two und a half to three
miles of snow-the greatest depth four feet.

In case of necessity, Captain Smalley and myself are satisfied that a
train could pass over a t this time with the labor of twenty men with
shovels for six hours (we have been both snowed in in the California
mountains, and har e used the same means of working a train through.)
Nothing is tmposslblc, where there is a will, and a movement can be made
through the Snoqualmie pass with no difficulty as soon as it can be got
ready, and a long ways ahead of the regulars through the Nachess pass.

I have applied to the Commander-in-Chief to send sixty-five men of
this battalion over the mounta ins with the main body, nnd am desirous
of having them mounted. I shall commence to-morrow to erect a com
missary building and hospital on Hauger's prairie, and shall send au au
vance guard on the Snoqualmie trail , to creel n breast work at the prt's
ent snow line, keeping' a scout on t he summit.

A s soon as the FIIOW will admi t , I shall advance the guard Y I the
summit prairie, (if not otherwise ordorcd.) which is the only station. that
the pa:::.'i can be protected with a suiall party.

I send this with an ('xpr('~!" across lend uy the route 1 traveled, ("0 11·
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l'Iibtiug' of three men, to test the time taken tu tra vel tlte.r0utc,! and iu
case the Commander-in-Chief should bee fit to on]..-r the movement of the
volunteer forces across thi s pass, thry would net us g uides to the party.
If the mcvemcut should be rnade, it will be necessary to start some
twelve men with axes ahead, to improve the trail so that party could pas.~

through with despatch.
The express is not of the best informed men, hut the)" can give you

8 correct account of this route.
Your communications bearing date of the 17th and 18t11iust., was

reccir ed to-day, and 1 shall net in accordance.
Yery respectfully,

Your obedient servant,
YA!\ IlO KKELE:'i,

)("j. X. ll . w, T. v.

[1\0. 275. J
F OHT 1'JLTO!'ll , ),13)" 24th, .!:!at'.

JAMES TII ,TON,

Adjutant General W. T. V. :
SIR :-In my despatch by land, I forgot to mention that it will be

necessary to ha vc oxen on Ranger's prairie to haul rai ls for a corral, as
the timber is a. long way from the place where r will put up the buildings,
and the lumber I am using I have to 111ft down stream.

Trnly and respectfully,
Yonr most obedient,

(Signed,) J . J. I!. YAN Il OKKBLBN,
Moj. Com'g N. B. W. T. V.

[No. 27 6 ]
H\ x (.a :R's J-RAI RI F.,

~Iay 23d, 1856. }
Go..·. I . I. STE\"EXSJ

Commander-in-Chief, W . T. v., Olympia:
StR :-1 arrived at thi s place after scout ing between Fort liar - and
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here. I visited the summit on the Snoqualmie Pe.S~, mul found but four
feet of snow, which does not extend more than two and a half or three
miles, and is fast sinking. Capt. Smalley and myself are under the Imprcs
sian that a party can cross with the assistance of the labor of twelvr
men for six hours at this time, and by the time tke expedition can be go'
ready, it can CTOSS without any labor.

I would Iike, if in accordcnce with yonr arrangements for the future.
to take sixty or sixty-five men of this battalion over the mountains to b
mounted, if the animals and fixtures can be procured.

Since my arrival here, I have received two communications from
your office, and shall proceeJ immediately to carry out the Instruetlons.
You may rest assured that I will leave nothing undone that will tend to
make the movements of the rolnntccr forces successful, and to carry out
any orders I may receive from your office.

At an election held in Company I , to fill the vacancy caused by the
resignation of Captain H owe, on the 21st. inst., George 'V. Beam was
elected Captain, and Thomas Sinnot was elected Ist Lieutenant. You
will please forward commissions to the above officers.

Through some oversight, Benjamin Welcher, who was elected Sd
Lieutenant of Company I , on the lOth of March last, has never received
his commission. You will please forward it with the others.

Truly, your obedient servant,
(Siguud,) J . J. H. VAK BOKKELEK,

Com'g K. Il. W. T. Vol.

[No. 277.J
E XECrTIVE OFFICE, O LYMI'I A, \V.

J nne 4th, 1856.

Lient. Col. E. C. F ITZHll.;n,

Aid-de-Camp, H olmes Harbor :

Sm :- 1 have conversed with the messengers of 'I'e-i-as, and Owhi,
and have directed them to return to Te-l-as and Owhi, end invite them
and all friendly Indians to come, with their women and children, to the

4:l
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prairie above the falls of the Snoqunlmie, and submit unconditionally to
the justice and mercy of the government.

A bsolute end unconditional submission is required. Those guilty of
murders, or who have urged on the war, will be punished. The remain
der will be treated with merey, as in the case of the I ndians on the
Sound.

On the arrival of these Indians at the prairie, you will, in connec
tion with Col Simmons, examine fully into their connection with the war,
and in cuse of their deserving punishment, organize a military commission,
have them tried, nnd carry into effect the decision of the court. I invest
yon with my whole authority in ordering nod npproving the proceedings
of the commission.

You nrc authorized, however, either to suspend the execution of the
sentence, or defer the t rial of the criminals for the period which reason
and policy may req uire.

If thus deferring the trial or execution of the sentence would favor
more criminals being got in, or would tend to bring over all the Indians
who ha ve opposed the war, and arc sincerely desirous of peace, or would
enable Col. Shaw to strike n blow nt tbe hostiles by falling on them una
wares, or if any other advantage could result, th en let the matter be de-
ferrcd. .

Should it be deemed advisable by yourself and Col. Simmons for me
to visit the I ndians on t he Snoqualmie, send for me and I will go. And
you will exerc ise your own judgment as to sending any of the chiefs or

people t o OIyrnph to see me.
I shall immediately push up the S noqualmie a supply of provisions

for t he Indians.
Wben Lieut. Col. Shaw starts for the Snoqualmie I will advise you

by special express.
H aving had a full personal conference with Col. Simmons, I write

necessarily briefly.
I sny to both of you, use your own judgment in etrecting the end

desired, and you will be right.
You will make known to ~[8jOr Van Bokkelen the duties with which

) 'OU ~re charged, lind you win make with him the necessary arrangements
to insure the snfely of tbe I nd ians on th eir way to the place of rendez
vous,

Yours, most respectfully,
I SAAC I. STE VE NS,

Gov. and Commander-ln-Chief.
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(No. 2~8.]

H OUlE'S H ARBOR, W. T., }
June 20th, 1856.

Gov. I. I. STEVENS,

Commander-in-Chief, Port Townsend :
SIR :-1 regret to inform you that the mission you were pleased to

entrust to Col. Simmons and myself has turned out a perfect failure.
The causes of the failure I cannot g ive yon in full, hut will tell yon why
we think we were not partially successful.

Col. Wright of the" regulars, " bas for the last month been enter
taining the Indians over the other side of the mountains, besides feeding
the tyees, making them presents, &c., &c., after having sent for reinforce
ments to different points, and tickling the community with the belief that
he intended speedily to demolish all the I ndians on the cast side. H e is
still holding. talk with them, with what expectat ion I cauaot tell. T he
Indians would not come over to us, as they Loped to get better terms from
him.

Our Indians iaformed us that Col. Wright told all of them that he
was the II Big Dug " in this part of the world, and had come a long dis
tauce to treat with them, aud if they would only stop fighting , that ull
would be right.

The Indians of course, arc willing to play quits, save all their people
and stop the Waf. If they succeed in doing that, as soon as they are
well prepared to carry on the war with any prospects of success, the gov
ernment will have the same expenses Dud trouble over again. They noti
fied ns that as soon as they made friends of the soldiers, they would come
over and treat, but as there was no time specified, we thought there was
no use of our remaining. 'Ve accordingly left. This is the end of your
attempt to treat after nearly two months' time being cossnmcd, to say
nothing' of some five or six hundred dollars it has cost the government.

I believe that you are entirely correct in your impression, that they
only wished to gain time and information. I believe that Owhi and Te
i-88, and some of the sub-chiefs of their band would have surrendered
unconditionally to government, but for the inducements held out to them
by Col. Wright, that tbey could treat with him ou better terms, and save
ell their people. As thiags now are , they will have to be well thrashed
before they will treat.

From the beginning of the difficulty to the present time, the regu
lars, from their Commander-in-Chief dowu, have stultified themselves,
They have done no fightiug, and now they wish to patch np a treaty , so
as to get the credit for putting an end to the war.
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I must refer you to Col. Simmons for all particulars, lIB he goes di
rect to Olympia,

I am, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

(Signod,) E. C. FITZHUGH,
Aid-de-Catup.

[No. 279.J
EXECt.;'Tl'"E OFFICE, WASHINGTON TERRITOR.Y,}

OLYllPIA, May 28, 1856•

.Major .T. J. Y AN BOKKELIN,

Commanding Northern Battalion:
Sm :-Yonr express reached Olytupia yesterday with informetloa of

your arrival ut the Falls of the Snoqualmie, of the quantity of snow in the
pass, and the practicability of the route. From the information given by
Mr. Vincent, there wonld seem to be little donbt of the practicability of
pushing a wagon train from Montgomery's to the Rattlesnake prairie, and
thence over tho pass to the main Yakima.

It will require some five or six days to get the wagon and pack trains
in readiness. Every exertion will be made to have every thing in readi
ness to move in six days.

fro verify the information given as to the practicability of getting
through n. wagon train, I send with yOUf express, Lieut. Huger, the acting
Adjutant of the regiment.

If on an inspection of the route, and after conference with you, he,
shall be of opinion that a wagon train can be pushed from Montgomery's
to the Rattlesnake prairie say in six or seven days, and thence to the
main Yakima over the PJ.flS in three or four days more, he will arrange
with you the pntting of a strong working party to open the road simulta
neously from H attle-ncke prairie to Frog Pond, and from Rattlesnake
prairie to the pas.s,

On the return of Lieut. linger with information of the practicallility
of the route, a strong working party will be moved immediately from this
quarter to meet your working party at Frog Pond.
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My iuformatiou derived from Mr. Y incent is that Frog Pond is some
four miles beyond Green river, and twenty-five miles this side of Rattle
snake prairie.

III the event that the wagon train can be pushed orer the Snoqual
mie pass to the main Yakima, it is Intended to establish a post and depot
at the first named prairie, and to garrison it with 11 detachment from your
command.

This will leave available to strike and pursue the enemy the whole
mounted force, and they will have a depot where to draw supplies.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

(Sigoed, ) I SAAC I. STEYENS,
Governor "rashing ton Territory.

[:>0. 280.)

S~:OQC.\l.YIF. PA.SS, J une 24th, 1856.

A dj't Gen. J A.M ES T I LTOS,

W . T. Y ., Olympia :

SIR :-10 accordance with my last communication, the parties started
for this place hy the different trai ls, I went with Copt. Beam Dod his
company by the foot trail from Rangers' prairie, sending the pack train
with Compaoy I Dod II hy the horse trail 00 Cedar creek. A fter trov
cling a mile throogh the bot tom I come into a prairie of flue grass, about
two and one-half miles long and three-fourths wide. After leaving the
prairie I went through the timber for 0 mile and struck 0 burnt prairie
with rock soil about three miles long, after leaving which I commenced a
gradual rise to the summit of tile pass, which thirty-five miles from Rang
ers' prairie the whole trail is a gradual rise, but greatly obst ructed with
timber and would require considerable labor to open. After raising the
summit we lost the old Iudian trail, end I took a road with n gradual
slope to the south, with the intention of striking Cichelcss Lake, which I
struck after traveling fourteen miles. About four miles before I struck
t he lake I found an Indian trail which I followed to within one hundred
yards of the lake, where I found blazes on the tree, to tbe lake which al'-



peared to have been made by white lieu j commencing from the lake tIlfJ
mnst have gone that fur and returned, gh'itlg it up (1:5 a bad job. I should
like to know if a white man has ever been through before we went through
this time, for we could find no signs of whi te men 0 11 the road, The trail
at this place run into the la ke, and the I udluus in using this trail must
either cross the lake in cauces or travel around the shores of the lake in
the dry !'i~: 'SOIl . From this place we took the western sale of the lake and
forced our way along over rocks UIiUt imber, np hill and down, for cj~l ' t

miles, till we got to the lower cud of the lake', Wh 211 we struck the pnrk
trail where we cnuiped.

Towards evening Capt. Smalley came dowu from the sum mi t with a
tletac:lunent for the purpose of mcctlng IIi) ' party. lIe reports that the
party with tho train is on the summit hill, nud bad thought it a(hh.~I Jl l·

to stop them at this place till he saw rue, for if the animals were brought
down to the river they would Dot 1..K' cuubk..d to return to Rangers' prairie
to pack out again before we would consume what provisions we hod Oil

band. This was the fi fth day from C"Jmp.
The next morning, with a small party, I started d OWl1 the river

which forms the Yakima, to examine the country. I went some (h e
miles and found the country to continue too o p(-11 to guard with Illy !<olll'l l!

party, so I returned, sending t wo men ahead to examine tlte trail and tu
look for signs, as I wns desirous to return to camp to see \\hat could he
done towards getting the party ahead. After arriving in camp I found
there was but six days provisions on hnud and not OH r eight horses th~t

was fit to pack, as the others had tender feet; 50 I ordered them to Iall
back to the foot of the suunnit hill us it would not do for them to remain
at this place as it has been storming for the last week, a nd there await
till I could Jearn whether the Quartermaster Department would unswcr
my requisition for horses or not, for if the horses are not sent me, I will
be compelled to fal l back to Itangers' prairie, where I will he within reach
of provisions.

In relation to this pass, I han been totally deceived in representa tions
of it made to me j as Iar as I have LcCIl I have found no place that a
party can effectually guard it. A t timcs I ntn of the opiuiou that by
holding F ort Tilton, .Fort Alder and Rattlesnake prairie, we can effect
uelly guard this section of the C01111tf)" as at any other poiut. I shall re
main at this place until I hear from )'our office,

I am, sir , respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

(liigurd,) J . J . lI. YAX nOKKELI~,

)laj . Com'g. Nort hern Battalion, w, T, v.
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[S o. 2~ 1. 1

P ORT ALN:R, Jnne 28th, 1856.

J.nn:lii '!'ILTON, Esq.,
Adj. General W. T. V., Olympia :

SIR :-1 arrived at this place 0 11 the evening of the 26th, after t ray
eling through ruin for forty-five miles with my pack on my back, which
business of making pack animals of ourselves for the want of proper ani
mals, (which I understand th e other battalions have been supplied with,
both to ride as well as to pack, whilst this battalion cannot obtain enough
to pack twenty days rations to make a move th at may be of some credit
to themselves and those th at command them. ) both the bat talion and my
self are sick of.

I found the various conueunicaflons from your office which the ex
press aad brough t through, but uo horses from the Quartermaster's Dc
partment, which was a great disappointment, as for th e want of them, I
have been compelled to order the command to fall back from Summit to
Rattlesnake prairie, where I shall station them to the best advantage so
that I can supply them with provisions.

The men that I sent down towards the Yakima valley returned the
morning I left camp and repor t having gone down the river twenty miles,
after crossing the river where they left me. .After traveling three-fourths
of a mile they found the trail that I should have followed, coming into the
pack trail. After travelling sixteen mile!', they came to a narrow place
about three-fourths of a -nile wide, with the mountains coming together on
110th sides ; after which, the country opened into the valley. 'I'hls place
they report to me as a good location for a fort, to defend th e pass. They
went four miles further iuto the valley when they carne upon an Indian
encampment, which had not been adundoncd over 24 hours. From the
corral they must have had considerable stock. They had their fish traps
in the river.

I forgot to state that the first morning after the train camped on the
Summit prairie the guard at three o'clock, A. M., discovered three I ndians
on the edge of the timber watching camp. The alarm was given and
pursuit given without success. They must have belonged to tho camp
spoken of, and was on the look-out for us. After finding a location to
guard the pass it is mortifying and discouraging to have to fall back
for the waut of animals. As soon as the par ty returns from the Summit ,
I shall erect a block-bouse on Rattlesnake and another on the foot trail
on the prairie, cutting a pack trail to the sume.

I have been compelled to detail a portion of this battalion for pioneer
-luty, promising them that they shall 1", paid at the same rate that other
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pioneers arc paid. You will please luform me if I aut right~iu promising
them the same. It is nothing more than just, as in all our morcmeute we
have gone through an ent irely wild country, and have been compelled to
open our own roads and build roads, and not have it done for us as other
battalions have; but things may all turn out for the best yet.

The Quartermaster informs me that he has oxen for me at Port
Townsend, and if I will detail a party to bring them through, be will de
liver them at Seattle, which I canuot do, as I cannot spare the men ; ami
again, by the time the cattle gets through the mens' time will have ex
pired.

Those at Fort Hays I shall endeavor to get through, as tbey are
necessary in this section for work. I have already pretty well opened the
trail to the Summit, and have ordered the party on their return to put
some more work upon it.

Yonr request in yours of 17th, and relative to the report of the
amount of articles drawn by each individual cannot be complied with, as
a portion of the articles furnished by Quartermaster has no prices at
tacbed. It will be attended to as soon as the prices can be obtained.

In accordance with your instructions I shall make requisition on the
Quartermaster 8t Port Townsend for supplies for Col. Shaw, and hnvc
the same in readiness at Fort Tilton.

Respectfnlly yours,
(Signed, ) J. J. JI. VAN BOKKELIN,

Com'g. 1\orthern Battalion, W. T. Voluutcers.

[No. 282.]
ADJUTANT G}~S ERAL, W. T.

Olympia, Nov. 9th, 1855.

Capt. C. C. H ewrrr,

Commanding Company H, 1st Regiment W . T. V . :
SIR :-Herewith you will receive your commission as Captain of

Company H, of 1st R egiment "IVeahlngton Territory Volnnteers.
You will take the enclosed military oath before any magistrate, and

cause the officers, non-commissioned, privates, to take the same, Any who
refuse will not be received into the service.
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Your duty will be to proceed to the F orks of the White river, estab
lish a communication with Capt. 1I1aloney, report for orders from bim to
act in concert with the forces under his command.

Very respectfully, &c.,
JAMES TILTON,

Adj't Gen. W . T. v.

p io. 283.]

S EAn-LE, November 12tb, 1855.
Hon. C. H. MASON,

. Acting Governor Washington Tecritory, Olympia:

SIR:-On my way to thi s place I called at F ort Steilacoom. An
express had just arrived bringing intelligence that Cnpt. Malouy had fal
len back to within ten miles of the F ort. It will therefore be Impossible
for me to form 8 jonction with him at present on account of high water in
the White and Puyallnp rivers, as well as the stream running across from
the former to the latter, I have therefore concluded to scud out a party
to blockade the trail leading from Green river to the Sonnd, and await
until I can get arms for all my company, At present we have but thirty
five effective guns, and my company now numbers 62, and I think by to
mocrow 10m be increased to 70.

I have learned by I ndians that all the stock on White river has been
either killed or driven olf. I shall, therefore, have to call for more provi
eions, as I was in hopes to find plenty of beef.

* * * * * * * * * * *
We are getting our block-house along as fast us possible. W e ham

the cannon mounted and ready for usc.
Respectfnlly you,", &c.,

C. C, HEWITT,
Capt. Company II, W . T . Volunteers.
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[Xo. 28 1.]

O FFICE A OO'T G ES ERAL, W. T.
Olympia, Nov. 24th, 1855.

Capt. C. C. IIEWI1T,

Commanding Company II, W. T. Yolnnteers :

SIR:- The steamer " Traveler" is despatched to carry your ccmpany
to your post at j unction of \V hite aud G rcen rivers. Should you be called
upon before leaving Seattle, you will aid the Indian agent or sub-ogcnt
to remove the Indians from Seattle, and if necessary employ force in co
crcing obedience from the Indians or preventing any interference from the
white men who InDy attempt to prevent their intention to remove the In
dians from the pastern to the western side of t he Sound.

Report 10 this office as frequently as possible.
I am, very respectfully,

Your obedient servant ,
.1AMES TILTON.

Atljulnnt General W . T. V.

By order of the Acting Ooveruor.

._ - - _ .

[No. 285.}

En:ctTIYE O FFICE, 'f ERRrrOR1" \VA8m~GTO~ , )

OLyyr lA , Feb. l sI, 1856. f

Lieut. Col. E . I .. .cc tun,

Commending 1\ >10;1 at Seattle :

DEAR Sm :- -1 huve determined to disband the existing organization
entirely, and to accept the services of no volunteers, except for six month".
and subject to the order of the E s ccutir c.

Accordingly, the comp:.lllYrecently raised at Seattle will be disbaud
ed, aud you are instructed to enlist as large u force as possible, in con
formity with the requirements of the proclamation.

Every man who enlists must do 80 with the understanding that 11 ('
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enlists for the general defence of the Territory, nud that he must 100\"0 to
uny point, where his services, in the opinion of his commanding officer, are
most needed.

Ycry respectfully,
Your most obedient,

ISAAC I. 8TE YEXS,
Governor Ter ritory W ashillgtOIl.

- - -.._ - -

[No. 286.J
O H 11.:£ A1JJn A:'Ii T G lo: ~\l,': HAL, W. '1'. Y., }

0 ""'11".\, April 13th, 1856.

Capt. E. LA~DJm,
Com'g. Company A, Ist Ileg't, W. 'I', Voluntecrs :

SIR :- You nrc hereby ordered to employ as many more of the In
dians now upon Dr. Maynard's reservation, together with such as you may
choose to employ of those now at Seatt le-c-orgi.inizc the whole into a tear
Farly, and either command them yourself or detail 8 commander.

Push the party in canoes up the Duwamish fil er, and give them or
ders to act against the CHerny as they best can, by cngng!ng the parties
now infesting the country to the castwnrd or Seat tle, and eadcnvorlng to
drive the hostile savages towards the Muckleshoot prairie, or falling upon
nny parties who may he endearoriug to make their way from the Duwam
ish river towards the Snoqualmie pass.

Y cry respectfully,
Your most obedient,

JAMI;S TILTON',
,1dJ'1 Gen'Z W: T . r;

By order of the Governor and Connuunder-in-chief, W. T. Y.
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[No. 287.]
EXECUTIVE OFFICE, WASHINGTON TERRrrORY, }

Olympia, Feb. 17tb, 1856.

Lieut. Col. E. LANDER,

Commanding Seattle:
DEAn SIR :-1 have written Capt. Gansevoort, urging bim, after the

Active has landed troops and snpplies at the north of the Sno-ho-mish, to
keep her cruising the whole time between Port Townsend, Bellingham
Bay, and Seattle.

You are instructed to see Capt. Gansevoort and enforce this request
with any argument in your power. I deem it essential to the security of
the lower settlements from the incursions of the Northern Indians.

My information is that 16 northern war canoes will, as soon as the
winter breaks, make a dash upon the Sound. The Active will keep them
back.

This information comes from Fitzl.mgh j but it will cause no change
in my plans from the line of the Sno-ho-mish. Pat Kanim has been rein
forced by 25 friendly Indians, and the operations there must be supported,
and my instructions to Capt. Ebcy vigorously carried out.

One hundred and sixty volunteers are now at Yelm prairie. The
works arc completed there, and dny after to-morrow we move to Mont
gemery's. In ten days we hope to be in the heart of the Indian country,

I shall cover an advance by 80 friendly Indians.
The weekly express will touch at Seattle both ways. Report fnlly

as to operations there, and make your requisitions for supplies early.
Trnly and respectfully,

Your most obedient,
(Signed, ) ISAAC I. STEVENS,

Gov. and Oommander-iu-Chief

lNo. 288.]
POST AT SEAT'rLE, March Sd, 1856.

:Major JAYES TILTOS-,

Adjntant General W, T, V.:
SIR :-By special instructions of F ebruary 12th, I am instructed to

employ Indians on Dr. Maynard's reservation in offensive operations.
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I am informed by the Agent, Dr. .Maynard, that they nrc no longer in
clined to operate with the whites, and therefore 1 have not orga nized those
Indians.

In pursuance of special orders of February Ist, I have discharged all
soldiers refusing to be sworn for the service during six mouths, and for
ward original muster roll and muster of March 1st .

In pursuance of special order from the Cornmunder-in-chicf and Sup
erintendent of Indian Affairs, the Indians at Seat tle and on the shore of
Elliott's Bay, have been moved to the western shore of Admiral)" Inlet.
Their removal is due to the exertions of H . L. Yeslcr, assisted by H . II.
Tobin, special I ndian agent . If consistent with the views of the Com
mender-in-chief, Indian agents bringing I ndians to that point might be re
quired to report their arrival and also the number of I ndians that may be
in the compauy.

Commander Swartwout has retained for his special service eight Ill
dians, with their families. 'I'heir names nrc as follows : h Old Curly,
Curley's Charley, J im, Lcchey, Bob- (old man at Conlcy's.) Cowlitz and
J im's J ohn." The number orsquaws and children with these I ndians has
not been stated to me.

There is employed in service of the Terri tory one I ndian called
George, and there are two in private families not Jet removed.

There arc grounds for believing that Indians nrc camped on the lakes
in this vicinity, and on the streams ruuulng into them, 111 my opinion no
attac.k can he made upon them without means of conveyance npon the
water.

Indians employed for this purpose can only be obta ined by prompt
payment . Could means of payment be devised for them this difficulty
would be in some measure overcome.

Reports by persons deemed trustworthy arc made of intended attacks
upon this post by Indians in force. A scout was made by my command
in direction of the lake and river but no signs of Indians were discovered,
and it is thought no immediate attack is to be feared.

I am, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

EDWARD L.l.l\DER,
Copt. (Co. A ,) Com'g. Post at Seattle.
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OliFICE A DJUTA!'o'"T GENERAL, W. T. V.,}

Ol.YMPIA, Jan. 14th, 1856.

Col. CnosBIE,
Aid to Commander-In-Chief :

SIR :- You will proceed to Seattle. Your mission there is to endea
vor to impress upon the naval officer iu command in the harbor, the utility
and practicability of a combined naval and military movement from Seat
tle to the Lake D uwamish.

The plan which seems best is for the shipping to furnish boats awl
men to mall them j take on board the company If A," of Capt. Lander,
and examine tb e shores of the Lake, making such expeditions therefrom
as may seem advisable.

Or, for the boat expedition to be manned exclusively from the ves
sels, end the town of Seattle being left garrisoned Ly detachments from
the ship, the company of Capt. L ander to cut a road from the town t.o
the Lake, join there t he naval forces, and erec t a block-house or block
houses at such points as will be easily supplied and communicated with
npon hoth the east and the west shores of t he L ake.

'l'he details will of course be governed by circumstances, but the
chief object of your mission will be accomplished if yon can induce the for
ces now occupying the town and harbor of Seattle to demonstrate their
ability to advance, occupy and maintain a footing in the country lying
eastward of Seattle.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

( Signed, ) JAMES TILTON ,
Adj'!. G en. W . T. Volunteers,

By order of the Governor and Commander-in-Chlcf

NOTES FOR LIEUT. COL. CR OSBIE.

The 1l1assadtusells, in moving on t he Sound, will require but vrry
few men in addition to those required to work the steamer.

The Decatur lying at Seattle is invulnerable to attack, with 40 men
on board.
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Thus to garrison Seattle and fit out a boat expedition to the Lakes,
150 men at least would bo available.

Let 50 occupy Seat tle. Let 100 men go with the hoats.
Let Col. Lander bnild his block-house on the shores of the Lake and

open the road to Seattle.
If there be two companies of regulars at Seattle, the whole of them,

except some thirty occupying two block-houses on the Duwamish-one
at the Forks of Black and White rivers, and one immediate between these
Forks and the Forks of Green and White rivers, would be available for
blows upon the enemy in conjunction with the forces operating from the
Muekleshool.

Tbe boats of the navy could transport their force to any part of the
Lake, where they might posh forward into the conntry.

Col. Lander's force would hold the block-house On the Lake and keel'
open the communication with Seattle.

(Signed,) ISAAC 1. S'I'EVENS,
Gov. and Commeuder-in-Ohief

[No. 290.]
OFFICE A nJUTAST G EN ERAL, W. T. V ., t

Olympia, April 13th, 1856. )

Lieut. Col. LANDER,

Commanding Post On Duwamish River :
SIR :- Mr. Yeslcr, of Seattle, reports a possibility of inducing the

savnges now occnpying the shores of Lake Washington, Sqnaw Lake, and
•the country adjacent, to come in to the reservation.

lIe also gives it R8 his opinion that Kelson and others implicated in
the murders of families upon the Duwamish river, can be taken.

You are hereby instructed to concert measures for the attainment of
these objects with Mr. Ycsler, and to employ the force under yonr com
mand in such a. manner as in your opinion will he most conducive to so
desirable a result.

Also, youarcinstructed tomake dlscrimlnationbetwecnsuchasarcpro-
per to send to the reservation, and such as may be tried for the murders
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committed. Collect proof, and bearing in mind tbut a marked difference
exists between the persons who have counuitted murders aud incited war,
and their comparntireJy innocent followers.

Those who JOll may have reason to suppose to be murdere rs, or to
have incited the war, you will send here with the witnesses or such otber
proof as you may deem essential, to be t ried. hy a military commission,

Y ery respectfully,
Your obedient servant ,

(Signed, ) JAMES 'l'ILTON,
A~jt. Gen. W . T. V.

By order of the Go v. and Commander-In-Chief

[Xo. 291.]
l<' ORT ox D r w A!oU:5-JI RIH R,}

A pril 24th, 1856.

J AMES TILTOK,

AdjutAut General W. 'r. V.:

SIR :-1 have to report that in pursuance of orders, .Mr. Yesler visi
ted the Indians residing on the Duwamish Lake, anti on his return,
reported tn me that nearly forty of them had nlready star ted for the
Duwamish reservation, and that he thought the remainder would COUSC1Jt

to go there also, when he saw them again. H e returned to the L ake at
once, and on Tuesday the 21st, at noon, he repor ted to me that an the
I ndians except those in one camp, who refused to come in, had started for
the reservat ion hy Union Lake portage.

I immediately detailed Lient . Neely with a Sergeant and twelve men
in t wo canoes to proceed at once to the L ake by the way of RInck river,
with a view of surprising their camp, nod striking any I ndians who might
be found on the Lnke shore. It was expected that the canoes would be

able tn get tn the Lake by dark and st rike t he I ndians at early dawn the
next morning. Black r iver however, was found to be much higher and
more rapid than usual, and closed to some cxtent by fallen trees; and nf
ter working aU night in the rain, th e command ' YlLS six miles from the
camp at day-light the cnext morning. Mr. Neely remained concealed
on shore all that day and a portion of the night, and at twelve o'clock
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started for the camp-landed on t he shore, und leaving four men in charge
of the ca noes, marched through the woods for half an hour. A t the fi rst
light he found himself withlu four hundred yards of two lu ge bouscs, not
dismantled, and with every sigu of occupnney the day before. Folluwing
down the trail another house was found and a cunoe I' J rtially finished.
The camp was 011 the edge of a large willow swamp, and could not be
reached from the Luke through the Ewamp. No Indians were found III
either camp j they bad evidently left the first camp a very shor t time be
fore. .At the first place of landing wore the remains of a large f'llC&JD.P
ment of at leas t {our hundred Indians, 5li.dging b)"the tires and other signs.
H ere were found wheat, peas and ox-bones, showing clearly thut to this
place, the Indians 'II" ho attacked Seattle and plucdc..cd and burned the
houses on the river retreated to enjoy their plunder. Mr. Neeley made a
nry careful examination of the east shore of the Lake, and is satisfied
that some few Indians nrc still lurking there. H e returned ·to Black river
early this morning, finding encamped there on the North bank, Capt.
Howe, with two compauies of the Northern Battalion, 0 11 t heir return to
Fort Tilton j Lieut. N ugcn with 0. command of regulars preparing to cross
with 0. view to scout, hnving left Seattle on Thursday, and L ieut . Dcuny
with twcuty-oue men of Company ' 1 ..\. , " WGO had (; ..,('tl ordered to IDO....C

forward to Black r iver to cross it with the canoes wbich Lieut. Netty'S
command would have there by three o'clock 0 11 1Vedr. r&h1.y ; and h:: .IIlg'
Cl"OSSed it to make the best of hls '\\"".lY by means of n compass to t he }ll ai
ries on the meridian line.

Mr. Denny had arrived on '\Vedncsday at 1I00il in ndvence of Capt.
H owe, who had been invlied by me to co-operate in the movement . Net
being met hy Lieut. Neely, be proceeded to build a r~ft but was uuablc
to cross IIis men upon it from the fiwift.nc£::; of the current.

1Ilr. Neely, on his arrival with one canoe, f:'l'rk>d over Capt . H owe's
command to the north bank of Cedar creek, and ~ ith the other ferried
Lieut. Denny's commnud over to the south side of B lack r iver, and with
three men of his detail accompeaied :lIr. Denny ou his ronte to the prai
ries, sending back to his post tbe remainder of his command.

Although the expedition of l\I r. X~d,=,y was unsuccossful in taking or
destroying the Iudians left by :lIr. Ycslcr, owing to thclr sudden depar
ture from their enmp, yet too command is entitled to great credit for their
perseverence through the first day and night in endeavoring to reach the
lake before day, and their patience in remaining hidden until the next
night, and for their preeantions token to come npon the camp fit dawn
Mr. Neely made every effor t to carry out his instructions, and I woulr
particularly state, that upon their expedition as npon numer ous other ex
peditions since he has been attached to Company " A," he has alwoy,-

45
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led his scouting parties with great discretion and never failed to do hi.
duly, generally of the most fatigueing kind.

I deem it my duty in this connection to sny, that the officers and
men of Ihis company have always performed their duly most cheerfully
and faithfully ; and althougb it has nol been Ibeir good fortune in numer
ous searches to find the enemy, nor to be attacked by them, they have
undergone as much n.s those whose luck has been better.

'111c fi rst occupation of the post at Seattle was 0. severe duty. 'The
alarm of the citizens, and the believed Iniminent danger of attack rendered
necessary I' long line of sent inels and a. corresponding amount of guard
duty, alway,; b,rr:l ~~ ing. The work on barricades and large block-bouse
was pushed forward as mpldly &S possible, and a smaller block-house for
stores was also bui' t, W hen by the aid of the naval Iorces the guard du
ty was made much lighter, strong fronting parties were pushed out in
every dircet!ou. The woods surrounding Seattle were thoroughly scoured,
both on the trails and off. The I ndians lurking in them were driven ant,
the Dnw«mish river was freed from them, they were driven over Blnek
river, and the whole western shore of the great Lake WBS examined ; the
favorite portage of the I ndians, between the great Lake nnd the Sound,
by the wayof Lake Union and Salmon Hay, was watched by parties night
nnd day until they ceased to usc it.

On the arrival of Ccot, Swartwout upon the .J.Was.l;Qchustlts. the oc
cupation of the t OWI1 by the 0 0.\'0.1 forces being understood from Lim to be
permanent, which had not previously been the case, and the completion of
the block-houses ill Seattle, a large block-house was commenced in Seattle
to be erected upon the Duwamisli river, as no sui table timber could be
obtained near the proposed site, A slight delay was occasioned in the
work by the sudden withdrawal of the uavul forces, which delay was how
ever soon remedied, The block-bouse was finished in town and in two
days time conveyed up the rlver-i-crected and roofed. Since then a stock
ado ui nety-eigbt feet long aud fifty'"<'ight wide, with a bastion, has been
erected. In the prosecution of so much work it bas been necessary to
call upon the men to run saw-mills, to act as engineers, fi remen, raftsmen,
Iog-cuu crs ann mechanics , in addition to their duties as soldiers, and there
has been no refusals,

. Detailed aecounts of scouts, however laborious and praiseworthy, where
1.10 hrilliant results hare followed have not beeu made, as it has not been
deemed necessary to trouble the Commandcr-in-Chlef with thew. Kor
has thoaccount of the progress of the different block-houses that have been
buill, been forwarded for the snrne reason ; and it was also supposed that
Lieut . Col. Crosbie, Aid-de-eamp to Ihe Counneudcr-in-chief, would reporl
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all that would be desirable to be known, on hi, retnro from hls visit of
inspection.

To make the F ort on the Dumnmish river easily defensible, u g reat
deal of work must be done, and it will be resumed on the return of the
party under ~[r. Denny.

I have further to report that immediately on the return of the party
from the L ake, deeming the observations of it important while these par
ties were engaged in the country south and east of it, I ordered 1st Ser
geant IIenning to take a party of eight Olen and proceed through the
woods to the Union Lake portage, distant sixteen miles, and watch the
Lake and portage for parties of Indians passing near him. In so doing
he was compelled to take a portion of the men 'who had just returned
from D. severe scout, sa most of those remaining were unfi t for marching
dnty.

The usual ration of twelve OUDCes of pork, which from the abundance
of fish in Seattle, was sufficient while the company was stationed there,
did Dot subsist the men for t he first th ree weeks while stationed at this
post. I therefore ordered an issue of u ration of four teen ounces of pork
for t he past week, which has proved a mply sufficient. ~his issue will not
be continued uuless approred, An issue of potatoes will be beneficial to
the health of the ruon, and Llcut, )lalthias could probably obtain them
for t hat PUI'P0 f:C if au thorized so to do.

Mr. Ycslcr bas not yet reported as to tbe goilt of the Indians brought
in by bun, hut he has been directed t o make diligent inquiry on that head.
My atteut ion has been called by the last order to the fact thnt all express
boat call, a t Seat tle every week. This post is distant from Seattle and
the communicat ion is ever uncertain, as there are no horses at this post
nor Indians for canoe expresses. The want of horses and canoes for pub
lic service is much f;;lt.

V ery respectfully,
Your obedient servant ,

( Signed, ) EDWARD LAXDER.

•
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[No. 292.]

OrneE ADJ'T GENEIUL, W. T. V., }
Olympia, April 15tll, 1856.

Lieut. Col. LANDER,

Com'g. P<J8t on Dnwamisb River:
SIB :-1 have received ioformotioo from Steilacoom that Capt. Dent,

with two companies, will make DO expeditioo shortly from Dent's Poet, to
the shores of Lake W..hiogloo, nnd will co-operate with beats to he oeot
from the Bay of Seattle, by the mcn-ot-war lying in that harbor.

I send you this information for yoor guidance io the hope yoo can
concert with Mr. Yesler and Capt Dent, such measD1'C8 as will disiofest
the coontry adjacent to Seattle j)f the bands which are in that vicinity, and
especially captnre Nelson and the murderers of the families npon the Do
wamie:b.

Very respectfully, &e.,
JAMES TITON,

Adjotant General W . T. Volooteere,
By order of the Goremor and Commander-in-Cbief.

[No. 293.]

FORr ON DUWAlfiSB, April 28, 1856.

J AHF.R TI LTON,

Adjutant General W. T. V.:
Sm :-Under date of 24lh of April, a report was made of the opera

tions of my command to that date, and I DOW have to report that Lient.
Denny with his party returned on yesterday to this post from the scout to
the meridiau prairies.

Lient. Denny crossed Black river on the morning of the 25th, after
8wf\iting If. US) and tl. nrJf for caDC~S. Finding the raft he constructed
conJd not L.: used in the current, Lieut. l\"ugen, commcuding dctachmeut
of regular forces, kindly offered to Deony the usc of his canoe to cross the



357

river with; but the opportuue arrival of Lieut. l'ieely with the canoes of
his party, prevented the necessity of taking advautage of the courtesy of
Lieut. l'iugen.

Immediately after crossing, he followed the Territorial road as hlazed
throngh the low ground near the river, and upon getting npon the hlnff
took a course by compass south 24 0 east, expecting this to bring them to
the prairies in a march of ten miles. About three miles from the river all
old Indian trail was crossed, which from its general direction appeared to
lead from White river to Cedar creek; hnt not to have been used lately
to any extent if at aU. The eonntry after leaving the bluff was found to
he good, and the woods generally easy to march through ; so that there
was bnt little delay occasioned on tbe march,

Lient. Denny went as be supposed from twelve to fifteen miles in the
direction he had taken hefore he left, and conld find no signs of the prai
ries, as the distance he had come was more than sufficient to have found
them if the direction taken from the bluff had been correct. He was
compelled to conclude that he had taken a wrong direction. A s he had
but one day's provisions left, and a two day's march before him on his re
turn, he very properly decided to proceed no farther.

On his return he found encamped all Black river Lieut. Nugen and
his command, who had arrived some two days previously. Mr. Denny's
want of success in finding the prairies, is to be attributed to the delay in
crossing Black river, and the wrong direction taken from the bluffs, which
was in pursuance of roy instruction. No time was left to explore the
country on either side of the line followed, and all was done that it was
possible to he done to effect tho object desired. It is to be regretted
that the prairies were not reached, as Capt. Dent would have been met
there.

The party sent to the portage under 1st Sergeant Henning, returned
to the post this afternoon after four days absence. The party marched
upon the Seattle trail for some four miles and tben struck off through the
woods skirting the lake to the portage. No Indian signs were discovered
on the roads. At tbe portage on the Duwumlsh, four CRU()('S were found.
In Union Lake none were discovered. During the stay at the portage
sent inels were pooled to command both the lakes, and one-half of the par
ty kept watching 0 11 the trail day and night. Xo fires were seen on the
shore, or canoes au either luke. On his return down the lake, the western
shore of the lake and island were carcfully examined, and a party under
Sergeant Webbins landed at Clark's prairie and went through the woods
to this post. The rest of the party and the Ist Sergeant continned down
the lake to Black river, and met at 'Iobins' mill, Capt. Dent, with eighty
five men, returning to Fort Dent. It was stated to the Sergeant that
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Capt. Dent bad fonnd twenty families bigb up Cedar creek- bad killed
two I ndian. and drove tbe remainder before him. One man of Capt.
Dent's command was badly wounded .

Sergeant H enning was just recovering from a severe attack of sick
ness, and volunteered for the duty from which he hod just returned. and
he has alway" shown himself a zealous nud efficient officer, especially in
command of scouting parties. Second Sergeant Ross is now absent
witb a party of twelve men on the way to the portage to oecnpy the
position held by Sergeant H enning. It is thought that the Indians re
maining on the lakes will seek the opportunity of hiding in the country
north of Lake Union and Trial lakes. Some slight fC8 l'S nre entertained
by me, tbougb not by Mr. Ycsler, tbnt some of tbe Indians lately gone to
tbe reservation may return; should tbey attempt to do so, tbey would be
intercept ed by tbi s party.

Mr. Denny has been ordered to move with a. party of t wenty men to
Squaw L ake prairies, to be accompanied by Mr. Y eslcr and t wo friendly
Indians, as soon as Mr. Yesler reports his arrangements made.

The information from head quarters as to Capt. Dent's movements,
which reached me to day, had been antlclpated as far us my force allowed,
and two parties were opcrnting-one 011 the L ake, end one on the south
and east of it ; and although no armed boats were on the lake, still their
place was supplied with two canoes. W ithout any positive information,
it Deems to me Capt. Dent found. his I ndians some fourteen miles up Cedar
creek.

Mr. Yesler bad informed me that old "Dare," the Indian wbo brongbt
to Seattle the three children after tho massacre at White river, was up
Ceda r creek, and it was suggested to Mr. Denny if his provisions held out,
t o come down Cedar creek and try to seize him alive. It is probable
there were other families with him.

1 8m, very respectfully,
Your most obedient,

(Signed,) E DWARD LANDER,
Com'g. P ost at Seattle.
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OFFICE A o.n.'TANT G ENERAL, W. T. V.,}
O LYllPIA, May 4tb, 1856.

Lieot. Col. r,.-DEll,

Com'g. Co. " A," 2d R eg't. W. T. Volunteers:

SIR :-Your letter dated 28th April and 2d May, is received.
'Ibe Commander-in-chief desires me to express to yourself and Com

pany U A ," his high sense of your late valuable and arduous scouting
•service.
With regnrd to that part of your letter of t be 2d May, in which you

state that citizens of Seattle desire that town to be garrisoned by a. por·
tion of Company IIA ," I am instructed to reply :

That in the opinionof the Commander-in-cbief, the naval force in the
harbor, together with your company on the Duwamish, will afford sufficient
protection, and Company IIAn will be better and more nsefully employed
in garrisoning the post on the Duwamish, and scouting, than it would be
at Seattle.

Therefore yon will communicate with the n..'lval commander in the
Bey, and endea vor to prevail upoo that officer to keep op t be garrison
ashore.

Assure the naval officer tbat in any means he may edopt to suppress
the infamous traffiic with his men ashore, he will be sustained by the Ex
ecutive of this Territory, and tho powC'r of the Government will be exer
cised to relieve him from any penalty he ron}"incur from any civi l process
in the matter.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed, ) JAMES TILT01:1,
Adj't. Gen. W . T. V olunteers.

By order of tbe Governor aud Commnnder-ln-Chlef.

[No. 295.J
OfFICE A DJl 'T.\ N'l' G r.XER.U ., ' V. T. Y ., }

O Ln tpIA., June 9th, 1856.

Lieut. DENNY,

Com'g. Co. "A ," 2d R eg'l. W . '1'. Vohmtoers .

SIR :-As soon as practicable after receiving these orders, J·on will
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detail an officer and 8 men to hold the block-house above Seattle, and
march with yonr clJmpany to Fort Hays, thence to ussist in cutting a road
to pass certain oxen over from Fort Hays to the Falls of the Snoqualmie.

Report to this office the probable time of your departure, and make
a scout upon your route.

\ ' ery respectfully,
YOUf most obedient,

JA)1ES TILTON,
.Adl t GC1l'1 W . T. V.

By order of the Governor and Commander-in-chief, W . T. V .

[No. 'l!96·1
FORT L AS " ER, W. T., J une 13, 1850.

J AMES Tu.TO~, ESQ.,
Adjntant General Washington Terri tory:

SIR :-1 hare the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch
of the 9th inst., and in answer would say, that I am utterly at a loss to
know bow I can comply with the orders therein contained, to the letter.
If I nttempt to make the trip to Fort Hays a scout, I am uuder the ucc
essity of packing ever)' article requisite, without the aid of animals through
an unbroken forest, and nuder such circumstances it would be Impossible
for me to ten .t what time leonId reach the point desigaated ; also the
future well being of the citize ns, if not their rery existeuee, demands the
preseoce of a greater force than yonr order designates, or than I could
possibly leave here, There are )lOW a few farmers endeavoring to raise
produce for the future subsistence of the families in K ing county, and who
are relying upon the presence of my command while so doing as a ~af~

guard, bot if they arc deprived of this, thoy must inevitably abandon all
hope of success, as they will cJ.eem it unsafe to continue to work their farms
if I abandon the occupation of the lakes by my scouts, not even mention
ing their fears of hostilities from the Indians on the opposite side of the
Sound.

I earuestly desire lo execute . 11 orders promptly and efficieutly, and
I am sorry to be compelled to say that by so doing, in this instance, I
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shan prostrate the interests and pnt in jeopardy the lires of the citizens of
this section of the country.

I have the honor to be,
Your most obedient servant,

(Signed,) A. A . Vr::iNY,
1st Lt. Com'g. Co. A, W . T. Voluutee f'l.

( No. 297. ]

OFFICE ADJt."TA.~" GENERAL, W. T. V.,}
OLYMPIA, June 15th, 1855.

Lieut. DENNY,

Commanding Co. A , F ort Lander:

Sin :-Your letter of t he 13th J une, respecting your inability to
comply with the orders sent to you, dated .TUDC 9, is received.

In answer, I state your reasons for being unable to make the march,
are considered satisfactory. You "ill, therefore, make requisition npon
the special agent for Indi ans and canoes, nod come by water to Steila
coom, thence march out nino miles to Camp Montgomery, where you will
receive supplies for your command.

Tbe representation of Capt . Lander, that forty men could be spared,
IC the fact of parties of from three to Iive having traveled in ~afety the
reute from the fnlls of the Snoqualmie to Porter'. prairie, aud the reports
of Mr. Yessler, that but six or eight Indians are still out east of Seattle,"
are sufficient to warrant the leaving of the town of Seattle to the protec
tion of the naval forces, and the few settlers to be guarded by 0. detach
ment of Company A, and the regulars at Fort Thomas. Upon your rep
resentation, this detachment mny be increased to twenty men, and the ro
mainder of your company, comman-led by yourself or Lieut. Xeely, will
move es 600n as possible, nnd proceed by canoes, or any other rapid mode
or commnnication, to join the Pioneers, DOW nearly ready at Montgorn
ery'&.

It will probably oceupy fifteen days to cut the read out-s-there being
employed a strong working party from each end. 'Ihe road is ebsolotely
essential to the military operations contemplated, and is 1\ part of the

46
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plan bj- which the forces now en rnnte across the Yakima under Colonel
Shaw, ere to be supported or relieved.

The success of the plan depends npon the prompt compliance of all
forces included ill the eombinetlou, and it is hoped that the next report
from you will represent at least twenty men of Company A, at Mont·
gomery's, where tools, transporta.tion and supplies for you are already
concentrated.

'frnly and respectfully yours,

JAMES 'fILTON,
Adj't Gen . W . T. Y.

By order of the Governor and Commander-in-Chief.

I:\'o, 2~8.J

.J .'\" MF.S TILTOS, E SQ.,

Adj't Gen. W. T. Y. , Olympia:

SIR :-Yonr despactb of June 16th is received, and I have, in reply,
to say that I did, at the time I last wrote, and do yet deem i t unsafe to
withdraw the forces from this post ; not on account of auy coa-iderable
number of I ndians now supposed to be in the couutry east of Seattle, but
from the fact that the Indians who laid waste t his section of t he conntry
nre so sit uated th at they can, in one ni~,ht'f' t ime, reach and occupy their
old hiding places in, and east of t he lakes. I have, moreover, good rea
son to bel ieve that it is only owing to the pr....rscnce of th is command, and
the close watch I have thns far been enubl " I to keep of all the trails, that
has prevented this.

I had supposed you were well aware of tbe fact, there were not to
exceed fifteen men of th e naval forces now garrisoning the town of Be
nttle, and that it was their set tled policy, under no circumstances, to send
a force ii.to the interior. You must also be aware of the fact that, owing
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to the withdrawal of nearly the whole of Captain Dent's command from
Port Thomas, upon White river, their force is only sufficient for post duty.
The same, too, would prove true in respect to the proposed detachment
of Company A.

I am, to say the least, extremely surprised at the opinion represen
ted as expressed by Judge Lander. During the period of his commend
it was often publicly stated by him that tbis company was expressly Of 

ganized (by private understanding with the Governor and Commauder-lu
Chief) for the protection of this immediate neighborhood; and tbat, for
this purpose, as well for guarding the different avenues lending Crom the
Sound to the interior, and thus preventiug the transit of Indians to and
from the reserves, its presence here was absolutely indispeusablc.

I have to regret that, if uuder these circumstances, you deem it
both safe end just to this section, to withdraw the forces from the post,
you could not leave me the privilege of taking the shor test and most
practicable route to the work J OU require to be done. This, 8 glance at
the topography of the country, would at ouce indicate to be by water to
Camp Thomas, thence by a march of a few miles to Fort Hays.

I trust that what I have said in this letter, will not be imputed to
any improper motive, as I but express the views and feelings of the mass
of our citizens-those, too, who have suffered perhaps more than any in
the Territory from the ravages of the Indians. They arc of course, nut
urally unwill ing to he exposed to fresh outrages from the same or other
savages, by the removal of the only force upon whieh they can rely for
active operations outside of the town of Seattle.

The policy of making requisition upon the Indian department here
for the means of transportation would certainly be injudicious, as the In
dians would thus be notified of the fact that our forces were about to be
withdrawn.

(Signed. )

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant ,

A. A. DENNY,
I st , Lient. Com'g Co. A.
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[No. 299.]

OFFICE AIlJ'T G ENF.RAL, W. T.
Olympia, J une 24th, 1856.

Lieut. DENNY,

Commanding Co. A :
SIR :- You are hereby ordered to turn over tbe command of Co. A

to the officer of that company next in rank.
The reason of this order will be found in your declining to obey the

former orders sent yon to send a detachment of Company A to Fort
Hays, afterwards to Camp Montgomery, and thereby causing a derange
ment of the plans formed, and combinations made by the Commander-in
Chief relative to the concentration of a party destined to open a. commu
nication essential to certain military movements, from Fort Hays to the
Snoqualmie pass.

Yon are bereby relieved from dnty in the volunteer service until fur
tber orders.

Respectfully.
Your most obedient servant,

J A MES TILTON,
Adjutant General W. T. V.

By order of the Governor and Commander-in-Chief.

[No. 300.]
O Ff1CE AIlJUTANT GENERll, W. T. V.,}

Olympia, Jnne 24tb, 1856.

Lieut. n. A. N EELY,

2d Lieut. Co. A, 2d Regt, W. T. V.:
S iR :-You "ill assume command of Company A , 'rice 1st Lient.

Denny, relieved from duty, and es soon as possible, detail twenty men
with orders to report for dnty at Montgomery's, there to iacet n party 01
Pioneers and other troops, who are concentrated there awaiting the arri
val of the detachment from Co. A, to commence cut ting out a military
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road from F ort lIays to connect with the road lately cut out by tbe com
mand of Major V an Bokkelen from F ort Alden, at the Snoqualmie fall s,
to the crossing of Cedar creek.

Supplies, tools, pack animals and everything requisite, arc awaiting
the arrival of Ute detachment of men from Company A, at Montgom
ery's.

The former orders to proceed to Fort Hays arc rescinded, as the reg.
ulars are now in possession of that post, and the volunteer forces bave no
supplies there.

Haley will furnish transportation if you come by water.

Yours, respectfully,
J AMES TILTOX,

A djutant General W. T. V .
By order of the Governor and Commander-in-Chief.

[No. 30l.J

The following Letter and Resolntions, mailed at Seattle, on the 22d

day of Jnly 1856, were received at the Executive Office at II! A. Y.,

on the 23d day of July :

F ORT L AKDER, 28th June, 1856.

Ris Excellency, I. I. STEVE' "

Gov. and Commander-in-Chief:

SIR:- With this enclosed, yoo fi nd a set of resolutions to which are
appended the signatures of this entire co mpeny-c-tbc origin and intention
of which arc as follows :

On 9th June, the Adjutant General issued orders to Lieut. Denny,
of Company A , t o detail eight men to hold the hlock house above Seat tle,
and to march his company to F ort H ays, there to perform certain d uties,
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Lieut. Denny, for reasons given in his note of the 13th June, awaited
further instructions. The Adjutant General , in his order bearing date
16th June, says : II Your reasons arc satisfactory." "You will, therefore,
proceed to, etc.,"-giving orders which at once show a lamentable, not to
say criminal degree of ignorance with regard to the country and its veri
OUi) avenues of communication over which he WRD moving men and mate
rial of war every day. Lieut. Denny, seeing that he wus certainly in the
dark, asked leave to take the most direct and easiest route to the point
designated as the rendezvous; whereupon, the Adjutant General issued
order bearing date of 24th June, in which he says "You will tum over
the command of Company A to Lieut. Neely, and await further orders,"
which order he obeyed, much to t he dissatisfactiou of the company. The

order was read to the company on parade, and the command resigned to
the officer designated Immediately afte r which, the company held a
meeting, and adopted the enclosed resolutions, In the proceedings bed
in this matter, we have intended to do nothing more nor less than they
show on their face. '1.'0 give a full , free and decided expression of our
opinion and feelings on the subject.

With sentiments of due respect,
COMP A N Y " A."

W. T. Volunteers.

The nndersigned members of Co. A, Washington Territory volnn
teers, do, by the following resolutions, express their undivided sentiment
with regard to the matter herein alluded to :

Resolved, That we individnally, and as a company, do fully endorse
and approve of the course pursued by Lieut. Denny, of Company A, in
his recent correspondence with the Adjutant General in regard t o certain
orders by him issned.

Raolwl, That we know Lieut. Denny t o be an able and efficient
officer, and that we have full confidence in him as a commander.

Resolced, That we do not approve of t he course of the Commander
in-chief in suspending Lient. Denny from bis command. But on the con
trary, consider it an act of injustice, and an insult to the company, wbolly
unjustifiable and uncalled for.

Rtsolved, That, in justice to Lieut. Denny and to this company, the
Communder-in-Chief should re-instate L ieut. Denny in his eommand im
mediately.

F ORT LA'.E., June 28tb, 1856.

D. H. Neely, 2d Lientenant .
H. A. Smith, Surgeon.
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J ohu Henning, l ~t ~crge:mt.

C. D. Biven, 2d II

J . Ross, 3d II

J acob WibbillS, 4th u

.lumes Fieldln, Ist Corporal.
W olter Graham, 2d ..
David :tlanner, 3d ..
Asa Fowler, 4th "

P m VATES :

J ohn P hillips, Eli 13. Maple, W illiam Woodbridge, Solomon Bruno,
Charles Miller, J ames Broad, Henry W illiams, B. W . J ohns, J . J ohn
Moss, Ira H. Burlingame, J ames Morrison, J ohu lIancy, C. C. Thorup
son, A . Hargrave, RoLt. Hicks, Alonzo Russell, Samuel Bcchtclhei
mer, J oseph Luke, Peter Lnuderville, David Stanley, R obert II. Beatty,
Henry Va. Aosett, B. L. J ohn' . W.II. Gilliam, I\' . W . Word, W illiam
F. J ohns, Will iam II. Brown, E . A . Clarke, Lemuel J.lIolgate, A . G.
Terry, Goo. Honker, W. r . Smith, S. A. ~laple .

- - - - _ .

[Xo. 30~. ]

U F FICE A"Jn .\"r G ENF.RAJ., w. '1'.
Olympia, ,Jnly 27th . 1856.

V., }

Lient. Col Pr I7.Hl'GI1,

Aid, &'c., to Commander-in-Chief :

SIR :- "Ellcloscd you have certain resolutions, dated Fort Lander,
Jnne 28th, 1856.

You will show these resolutions to the company, and request the
signers to either repudiate or modify them in such u manner 8~ to relieve
themselves from the position of disobedience to the orders which these
resolutions condemn.

You will represent to the company that tl.c resolution disapproving
of the course of the Commander-in-Clucf, and considering i t an "act of
injustice, and wholly uncalled for," places the company in au atti tude of
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Insubordination which will necessarily preclude the possibility of their be
ing honorably discharged from the service until they, by their own act,
occupy different ground from that of justifying disobedience to orders,

There is nothing objectionable or improper in Company A requesting
the re-instatement of Lieut. Denny, and a request to that effect would
be properly considered, but by endorsing and sustaining that officer in his
refusal to ohey orders, they participate in a state of indiscipline and in
subordmation which is destructive to efficiency, and injurious to the repu
tation of the volunteer service of W . T.

Iu the hope that the intelligent and gallant men of Company A will
sec the matter in the true light, and by their act in rescinding those un
military and insubordinate resolutions, will place them upon the same foot
iog as the rest of the regiment, and so enable the Commander-in-Chief to
report as efficient and useful the whole body of troops raised from the
citizen soldiery of Wa.<;;hington Territory,

1 have the honor to be,
Very respectfully, &e.,

J . TILTON,
Adjntuut General W . T. V .

By order of the Governor and Commnnder-in-Ohicf

N. B.-Of the paper signed <l Company A , " which accompanied
the resolutions, I return it without commcut: it being anonymous.

[No. 303.J

S EATILE, W . T., July 29th, 1856.

His Excellency I . I . STEVENS,

Gov. and Commander-in-Chief W . T. V ., Olympia :

SIR :-10 pursuance of your orders, I arrived at this place yesterday
evening, and proceeded to disband Company A under the instructions con
tained in said orders. 1 sent to camp for Mr. Keely, Mr. Ward, and
others of the most intelligent of the company. and explained very fully,
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and at great length, the position the company now occupied, your views
and wishes, and requestnd them to talk to the different memhers of Com-
pany A , and request them to withdraw those offensive • *
resolutions.

I believe that I succeeded with some six or eight * * *
but could do nothing with the balance, ..After 8 great deal of talking
with a great number of them privately, I requested :\ir. Nccly to muster
his company before Mr. Yessler's door, where they were enlisted-made a
full and lengthy explanation to them in a body- told t hem thut they had
placed themselves in a raise position-that they were the only company in
the service that had d isobeyed orders, &c., &c. I said all thnt a man
could say-told t hem of your kind feeling, towards them- begged them
to rescind those resolutions, and give the lie to Gen. Wool's statement,
that II the volunteers were inefficient and disobedteut , &c." I made a
strong- nppcul t.o them privately and in a body. Some seemed willing' to
be nctu.. Led Ly e. proper motirc ; but when tile l'LI::JlInc.d was given "all
who wi-lt to rescinrl those resolutions step forward," uo one stepped from
t he runks, It seems that a fake sense of shame restrained them.

I tol-l them that my duty was at an end, Bud that I could do nothing
more. 'fhcy still stood in their ranks, and I had a discussion with a Mr.
Smith * * * * * * *

* * * * * * * * * * *
* * * * * *

StH they persisted in their original intention, and I then knew that
nothing more conld be done, and dropped the subject.

* * * * * *
*
*
*

*
*
*

*
*
*

*
*
*

*
*
*

*
*
*

I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully, &c.,

(Signed,) E. C. FITZIIUGII,
Aid, &c.
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[1"0. 304.]

B ELU SGIJAM BAY, 'V. T., }
October 8t h, 1856.

(; 0\', Is.H e 1. STE\"D\S,

Oommcnder-iu-Chlef Volunteer F orces:

Sm :-A short time since, I received the muster roll of Company A,
unattended by any commuuication. .f\,.t that time, I was under the im
pression that it had bceu forwarded to we by Lieut. Neely, and wrote
him a polite note- a copy of which I forwarded to Gen, 'Tilton, which he
will show. Enclosed, you will receive his reply to the same, an exact copy
of which I send.

Yon will perceive that he pnts himself out of the way to renew his
g rat uitous insult to Gen. Tilton, by referring to the anonymous letter,
signed H Company A."

I have enclosed his letter to bim without any remarks. The muster
roll is here, subject to your orders.

I remain, very respectfully, &c.,
(Signed,) E. C. FITZHUGH,

Aid, &c.

[lio. 305.]

D EW SGH .\ M lh Y, w. T.,}
September 22, 1856.

Lieut. D. A . N EELY,

Seat tle :

SIR :- The muster roll of Company A, formerly commanded hy you,
has been enclosed to me at this place. A s there is uo communicatinn with
it of nny kind or description, I am forced to conclude that it WlIB sent to
-me by you, for the purpose of having it certified to, in order to make
the dischargo of Company A legal, aud of some elfect. I have to say,
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that my orders now are the sallie as they were wheu I read them to you
at Seattle some time since.

Those of your company, who have taken their names from those fa
mous resolutions, addressed to the Commander-in-Chief of the volunteer
forces are entitled to an honorable discharge, and it will give me pleasure
to certify to such fact. Those who have not done so, are not entitled to
such discharge, and I can't give it. I hope, however, upon mature con
sideration, you all have determined to rescind those resolutions, and a line
from you to that effect, will accomplish the purpose at once, I will thou
immediately certify your muster roll and send it to head quarters, to be
put on file. Without this is dono, I am powerless to do what I presume
you wish to be done. Be eo good as to write me by re turn mail, nud I
will then either enclose the muster roll to you or Gen. Tilton.

Truly and respectfully,
Your most obedient,

(Sigued,)

[ 11"0. 30G. ]

E. C. Frrlf,HUOH,
A id, &c.

~"'ORT LA~1)P;R, W. T.,
October 1st, 1850. }

Col. FITZHlGB,

2d Reg't W. T. V.:
SIR:-Your letter of Sept. the 22d, came to band. You say you

have obtained 3. muster roll of Company A , and yon nppear to be at a
loss as there was no communication from me with it. ] t was not sent to
you by me, and it might be an imposition on you or Company A, and
you can make yourself easy by sending it as near its proper owner as pos~

slble .
I wish you to bear in mind the letter that was squt to General Til

ton, and signed Company A .
D. A. XEBLY,
Oounuaudiug Co. A.
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NOTE.- The letter referred to is the one which accompanied the res
olutions, and which, previous to this endorsement by Lieut. Neely, the
commanding officer of Company A, had been considered anonymous.

In virtue, however, of this endorsement, it became a part and parcel
of the same transaction with the resolutions.

Clio. 307.]
HIGHL.lND. W. T., Nov. lath, 1855,

Acting-Governor C. lI. lIIASON,

Olympia, W. T.:

SIR :-1 have deemed it my duty to keep " diligent watch in this
portion of the Territory. Yesterday a party of Scouts, under charge of
2d Lieut. R oundtree, were out IIp the Newacum five or six miles east of
my place and cast of the meridian line, where tbey found a considerable
Indian tra il, along which from six to sercn horses had traveled that morn
ing in the direction of the Klickntat country, or Upper Cowlitz, (none of
our Indians had passed that way.) Just before finding said trail Lieut.
Roundtree met a Klicketat Indian who Sftid tLcre was DO trail in that di
rection, and seemed to be anxious thnt the party should proceed DO far
ther.

I have, also, sent a party up the Cowlitz to the Klickatat prairie, to
bring away two of my company who reside there, and also, to t..ike obser
vation. I have also, stationed a party on the trail south of the Cowlitz
river, leading from KIickatat to Lewis river pass.

J shall keep parties ont on those trails every day. 1 should have
mentioned above, that the trail found by Lieut. Roundtree bas been im
proved by Indians ..-lthin the last three months hy hlaziag nnd cutting
logs and brush out of the \'OliY, a thing which you arc aware they seldom
do, and this improved trail has not been known to any of us before.

H erewith 1 send you the muster roll of my company, the " Lewis
County Rangers. "

1 am, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

JOHN R. JACKSOli,
Cepteie.
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[No. 308.]

OFFICE A DJUTANT GENERAL, W. T. V.,}
Olympia, April Bd, 1856.

Lieat . Col. CaosDI E,
Aid to the Governor and Commander-in-Chief :

SIR :-You will proceed to Lewis county, and organize a company of
volunteers, direct them to erect two or more block houses, and range the
conntry in the vicinity of Lewis river pass, and elsewhere when required,
after leaving sufficient garrisons at th e block houses.

The object of the ranging to be mainly for the due protection of
such of the farmers as may propose remaining upon their claims, or arc
putting in a crop, and making scouts to the Klickatat prairie, aud heads
of the Cowlitz and Lewis rivers, &c., &C. The block house should be at
the Cowlitz Landing, another at the forks of the Cowlitz.

Confer with Capt. J obn R .•Tackson relative to strengthening his
house to answer as u block house.

Report to this office as frequently as possible, and, if necessary, or
ganize two companies; one from the Cowlitz Farms, cud the other to ren
dezvous either at the Landing or at Highland post-office.

Examine into the condition of the Indians at Plomandan's reserva
tion, and. if they are found to obtain liquor from any source, take any
measures you may choose to abate this most dangerous practice.

Very respectfully, &c.,
JAMES TILTON,

Adj't Gen. W. T. V.

f No. 300.]

C OWLITZ LANDING,

A pril Sth, 1856. }
Adj't General JAMES Ttl-TON,

Washington Territory Volunteers, Olympia:

SIR :-Agreeably to instructions, I have this dny organized and rnus-



374

tered into the [service of tbe] Territory of Wasbington a company of
volunteers in Lewis county.

The company is at present 61 strong, and will most probably be in
creased to eighty. I forward herewith the names of the officers and prl
vates.

I reqnest tbat blank muster rolls be sent by the express. I\Incb dis
satisfaction has existed in this county, both amongst the Canadian set tlers
and the Americans. That of the Canadians has been removed by bestow
ing upon the Lieutenants of the company under command of Captain
Peers, their commissions, and informing them that it bad beeu recognized,
and the discbarges of the men as proof of service, would be remitted at
as early a day as practicable.

I desire that tbey be sent me immediately. Tbat of the Americans
still exists, owing to the negligence of Capt. J . R. Jackson. A11 of the
men attached to his company furnished, not only their horses and equip
menta, but even their own supplies, for which no allowance has been
made.

I have directed the late Iat Lieutenant Jackson Barton, to address
you on the subject, so tbat a remedy may be applied.

There should be an assistant quartermaster at thls place. I recom
mend C. C. Pagett be appointed ns such, with the rank and emoluments
of a Captain of cavalry,

I also recommend the appointment of Dr. U. G. Warbass ns au as
sistant rorgeon. It is absolutely necessary thnt there should be OIlC at
tached to the company, as it is my intention to order the company imme
diately on the completion of the block houses to make a scout on the
Klickatat prairie, and in the neighborhood of the Lewis river pass.

I shall enclose the large honse at tbis place heretofore nsed as a tav
ern, with pickets ten and twelve feet high, with bastions at dlagonul cor
ners. It will serve as a depot for quartermaster's stores, and also afford,
in case of an emergency, protection for the families of the neighb o rhood.

Tbere is no necessity for a block bouse ut the forks of tbc Cowlitz,
inasmuch as the settlers are already building one at Cegbill's, four miles
below. Where else it may he requisite to establish block houses, I have
Dot as yet determined.

I shall despatch Lt. Anderson, tbc F irst Lieut. of the Lewis connty
Rangers, with fill order on the quar termaster at V ancouver for supplies,
more particularly ammunition.

There is a great scarcity of muskets and percussion caps. I brought
over a small package, but on counting, there was but 168.

It would he well to send hy the express 2,500.
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On )!ouday, I shall endeavor to make anarrangement for improving
cud bridging the Cowlitz trail.

I request that the commissions for the officers of the company and
also those ..r assistant quartermaster and snrgeon, be forwarded immedi
ately.

Very respectfnlly,
Your obedient servant ,

HENRY R. CROSBIE,
Lt. Col. and Aid-dc-Camp.

l No. 310.]
EXECl'Tn · F. On'ICE, WASHINGTON T F.RRITORTJ }

Olympia, April 5th, 1856.

Lieut. Col. CROSBIE,

Aid-dc-Camp, &c., Cowlitz Landing:

SIR :-Supplies and transportation for the company raised in Lewis
county will he furnished hy Col. Hurd, quartermaster and commissary.
He has, under the Qnartermaster and Commissary General, general charge
of the purchasing and forwarding of supplies from the Cowlitz to Olym
pia, and it is indispensable that, in supplying the Lewis county company,
there be no futerfereuae with his operations which will be eccomplisbed
by his being the quartermaster and commissary for that region.

Capt. Hnrd will see yon, and receive from you the necessary iastrne
tions as to the supplies required for the Lewis county company.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed,) ISAAC 1. STBVENS,
Gov. and Commandcr-in-Chief.
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[ No. 311.J
C OWUTZ LMWING,

April 8, 1856. }
Adj't Gen. JAMES TILTON t

W . T. V., Olympia:
SIR :-1 have got out the timber for the pickets and bastions of the

fort at this place. I trust, by active exertions, to complete it within a
week.

I shall build a ferry boat for the crossing of the Cowlitz here, and
perhaps another at the forks, in which case, I shall strengthen Gardner's
house and garrison it with five men.

I have deemed it better than opening and bridging the trail on this
side. There is a traveled wagon road from the Lauding to the forks. It
would cost much less, be quicker done, and the route is the shorter . Ma
ny of the Cowlitz Indians, much to the dissatisfaction of the whites, have
been in the habit of wandering off from the reservation, giving as an ex
cuse when met on the road, thut they were out looking after their horses
left at the Klickatat prairie. I therefore dispatched Lient. Bulisti, Lewis
county Itnngers, with five men, to make a scout in that direction, and to
bring in the Indian horses. H e wlll tnost probably return to-morrow.

I would call the attention of the Governor and Commander-in-Chief
to the fact of the inhabitants of R ainier forb idding the express canoes to
visit thnt town with an Indian on board. A s it is almost impossible to
obtain whites to work the canoes, it is much to be apprehended that great
inconvenience, perhaps difficulty, may be occasioned by lnconsidcrateness.

Very little reliance is to be placed on the Cowlitz band. An ill-timed
net of violence might be productive of the most serious consequences.

I am, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

HENRY R. CROSBIE,
Lieut. Col., and Aid-<le-Camp.

l No. 312. J
COWLITZ LANDING,

Jane 2d, 1856. }
Gov. 1. I . STEVENA,

Com.-in-Chief W .
SIR :- *

T. Yolunteers, Olympia:

• • *
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* * ** * Ten men and myself have gone on a sceuting party
to the Kliekitat prnirie.

We awe cutting a road from" Pain Court," a settlement east of J.
R. Jackson's, and will finish it in another weck.

There is a trail from Jackson's connecting with itj also, a wagon
road from Cowlitz river. It will be much shor ter than the old trail.

E. D. WARBASS,
Captain Company L, W. T. V.

[No. 313. ]
EXECL"TIVE OFncE, WASHINGTON TERRITORY, }

Olympia, May 21st., 1856.

Lieut. Col. s.. S. FORn,
Aid-de-Camp, &c.:

Sra:

*
*
*

*
*
*

*
*
*--

*
*

l. Divide Capt. Warbass' company into an active and reserved list.
The active list to consist of forty men to be selected from those not hav

ing families, to be constantly engaged in scouting the country. It will
require Que Lieutenant, two Sergeants) and two Corporals. The number
may be got by calling for volunteers.

2. '1110 reserved list to be employed only in case of an emergency.
They will assemble at the call of the Captain. Tbey will have neither
pay nor rations, except when on duty. The Captain will see that a care
ful record is kept of the details for dnty of his company. He should
state exactly how many days a member has been on dnty-how many
days he bas been on his farm, or attending to his own business.

3. The men on the reserved list will be provided with ammunition
and caps, and should assemble for inspection once It week. The day of
inspection they will be considered to be on dnty.

4~
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4. You will sec personally to this matter, anu report to me the
names of the men 0 11 the activre and on the reserved list. You will give
orders to the commissary to furnish ra tions only to the men on duty.

5. You will start Pierre Charles 011 a scout as soon as pessible.
6. The guns will be returned to Plomaudcau. The locks will he

taken off and placed in charge of Captain"rarbass.
7. The two prisoners had better be taken by you to the Chehalis,

for a period.
8. It is indispensable that cordial relations should exist between the

citizens and the Indian and military authorities to prevent trouble, Bud
perhaps an outbreak of the Indians.

9. There should be defences at J ucksou's, at the earliest practicable
period.

1 3m, verj- respectfully,
Your m~t obed ient,

I SAAC I . STEY EXS,
UO'o', and Corumunder-in-Chlef

l Ko. 314.1
CU F.nA LlS, W . T.,

lIlay 26, 1856.

Gov. I SAAC I. S rE\'ENs,

Commander-in-Chief Volunteer Forces:

}

SIR :

*
*

*
*

*
*

*
*

*
*

*
*

Capt. Pierre Charles started on a scout on Tuesday las t, with te n In
dians, intending to go to where the trails diverge from the bead waters
of the Cowlitz toward. the Columbia, Yaki ma and Nesquelly rivers, but,
on reaching the Kllckata t prairie, they discovered one camp of Indians,
seven in nnmber. Oue of Capt. I'.'tJ men approached, knew them, and
explained to them the object of the visit to that place. H e replied that
they had come down from the mcuutains to Gnu their people and friends,
an~ were glad to find them. They readily complied with the request of
Capt. P ., and he brought them down. They were rather hard looking fel-
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lows, and bad never seen white men before. P ierre Charles will start
thls morning for tbe upper Cowlitz witb a scouting party.

[ have also ordered Capt. W arbass immediately to open the trail to
tbc Klickntat prairie, end push forward the men and supplies, and con
st ruct u block house without delay, and also to send n sufficient number
of men to speedily complete the defences at Jackson's.

In regard to Capt. lVurba~J company, I at once purrucd the C<JUI'Se
indicated by yon of dividing tbc Company into an active and reserved
list, and it took admirably well. An active end reserved list is just
what is wanted. Every man remained in the company, excepting three
- two of these took a dishonorable discharge. I enclose herewith the
two lists.

I do not apprebend any more trouble hereafter. I endeavored to

impress upon them the g reat necessity of being united at tbis time.
V ery respectfully,

Your most obedient,
(Signed, ) S. S. FORD,

Lieut . Col. and A id-dc-Camp.

[No. 315.]
COWIJTZ L ANDING, }

June aou, 1856.

J Ali ES Tn.TOs,
A djutant General W . T. V. :

SIR :- * * * l am
now finishing tbe block house ou the K lick itat prairie, and will, with a
little leisure, send you some topographical ideas relative to the eoootry
cast of the Cowlitz.

I will be ready for any emergency in regard to the enemy, altbough
we are ill provided with the requisites for a forced march in consequence
of the quartermaster not furnishing sugar, coffee, and steel iron for shoes
for the company horses,

Respeetfnlly yours, &e.,

E. D. WARBASS,
Captain Commanding Co. I " W . T . V .
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C01\ UTZ PRAIRIE, July lith, 1856.

Gov. Y. I. S TE\"ESS,

Commander-in-Chief :
SIR :-00" yesterday I returned from n scout up the Cowlitzriver,

witt.a party of friendly IncliansJ rom I\It. I 'Iomomk-cu's r-scrvatlon.
I proceeded, on the first of thls month 10 the Clickat.u prairie, and

thence to 'Ium Watef, about twenty wiles ubcvc the prairie, and was un
able to find any traces of hostile Indians.

At Tum 'Vater I found only one old man, nn old womcu a-d a boy.
All the Indians 1 bad with me proved themscl\cs \ ;;1'y good men, and
readily obeyed any commeuda I gave them. If you bare any other busi
ness you wish me to attend to, hope you will write :tltfl inform what it is.

I wish to know, that if I mu sent out again, how I am to get arms
for my I ndians, as I had some tlifli<:ulty in gett ing arms for them on my
last trip. Capt. W urbass only furnished me with. two, and was obliged
10 furnish the others myself

Very respectfully, &c.,
rIERCHALL.

rv-, ., o. 317.J
EX ECliTIVE O VFl f E, T EHRITORY \ VASIllSOTON, }

Olympic, Oct. 14th, 1855.

'fa the CO\lWANDl SG O FFICER,

Clarke County Yolunteers :

SIR :- The company of volunteers of which J on are the commanding
officer, are directed by the proclamation to report to the commanding offi
cer of the military post at F ort Vencour er,

T he system of enrollment which has been adopted here, nnd .whieh
yo,l arc desired to adopt, is " for three months, or during the war, "

A nus, ammunition, accoutrements, supplies, &c., will, ns far as p0s

sible, be furuished by the commaadlng officer at the military post.
Transportat ion and subsistence ".ill be supplied by the U. S. Qunr

termaster and C01 11111 i~ary.

Yery respectfully,
Yonr obedient servant ,

C. II. MASON,
Acting-Governor, W. T.
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rXo. 318. J
HEAD Q UARTERS, C O. A, VANCOUVER VOLt:'1'I"TEEItS,}

October 15th, 1855.

1.'<> His Excellency, C. II. ~fA80!'\,

Acting-Governor W. T.:
Sm :-A company of fifty men, citizens of Vancouver and its vir-in

it)' organized at this place on the evening of the 12th iust. The company
elected their Captain, Ist and 2d Lieutenants, leaving the appointment
of non-commissioned officers with the Captain. On the 13th, the com
p <1 l1), was armed and equipped from the military store at Ynncouver, and
sixty rounds of ball cartridges issued to each man.

The officers elected arc-
William Kelly, Captain. .
Patrick Akem, 1st Lieutenant.
Geo. W. Martin, 2J Lieutenant.

The arms received were fifty U. S. percussion muskets and bayonets,
end 25 cavalry pistols.

The company was organized for home defence, the citizens deeming
the magazines, arms, and military stores, and the removal of the troops
from this post, a sufficient inducement for Indians to make an attack on
the place.

Yery respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

WILLIAM KELLY,
Capt. Vancouver V olunteers.

[ No. 319. ]

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, WASIlINGTON TERRITORY, }
OLn'PJA, Oct. 20, 1855.

WM. KELLY, Esq.,
Vancouver, W. T.:

SIR :-1 received by yesterday's mail of Oct. Lj th, a letter enclosing
a copy of u recommcudatlon of cer tain gentlemen of Vancouver in your
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fuvor. nnd of October I fith, informing me that a volunteer company bad
UCCIl formed at Vancouver for home defence.

On the receipt of the requisition of :\Iajor Raines, proclamation was
made for two companies of 'Volunteers, 011e to be enrolled at Vancouver,
and the other at Olympia, both being intended to take the field. The
company here has been enrolled, and star ted to-day for Fort Steilacoom
to co-operate with the regular troops moving from there.

'VhCH information was received yesterday that Major Haller had re
turned to the D alles, it was determined to make a call upon certain eoun
ties, Clarke among the number, for more companies not to take the field,
except upon emergency, but simply to organize for home defence.

I am ready to accept the service tendered. The term of enlistment
which has been adopted here, bas been II for three months, or during the
war." I will suggest that you raise, if possible, the number of your com
pany to the standard mentioned in the proclamation, have them regularly
enrolled, and transmit a copy of the muster roU to this office.

Whenever they are organized, and ready to co-operate with the
troops of the United States, arms, ammunition, transportation, &c., will
at once be furnished by the quartermaster at Fort Vancouver.

Yours, respectfully,
C. H. MASON,

Acting-Governor, W. T.

[ Xo. 320.]

OFFICE ADJliT A!'."T GENERAL, W. T. Y., }
O LYUrlA, Nov 10th, 1855.

Capt. M CCORKLE,

Com'g Company G, W. T. V.:
Sm :-Herewith you will receive your commission and that of your

officers.
Yon will take the enclosed form of military oath, and cause the same

to be administered to all the officers, non-commissioned officers, and pri
va.tes of your company, as none will be received in the service who do
not comply with this legal requirement. This will be taken before any
magistrate.
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Your duty will he to guard the country west of the Lewis river
pass of the Cascade mountains, nnd intercept communicatiOl~ between the
hostile Indians and those who may be friendly or wavering.

Any suspected savages you will send bouud to Fort Yunconver, and
endeavor to prevent any acts which lOay have a tendency to cause any
savages who may be friendly from joining the enemy.

Report your movements, and nil information JOU llIay obtain to this
office as frequ ently es possible.

(Sigued,) .JAM ES TILTO~ ,

Adj't . Gen. W. T. Volunteers.
By order of the Acti ng-Governor.

t No. 321. J

Acting-Goremor, C. H. ~h!'iox,

Olympia:
8 m :- Being a portion of our duty to inform Jon of our movements,

I will sta te them as freely as possible. Immediately after organizing our
company, a party of 5 went to the lake lying twenty-five miles to the
north, and ncar the cast fork of t he Cowlitz, to reconnoitre that part of
the conntry, more to quiet. tbe fears of tbe people in t hat region then
from any apprehension of hostilities. They found nothing,

At the same time, a party of 15 proceeded to the Lewis river P(L~,

in the Cascade mountains. On our arrival there, we sent out scouts to
Jearn if possible, the position of the enemy. 'I'hey saw two suspicious
looking Indians in t he Lewis river bo ttom, who made their escape into
the bushes and crossed the river. After camping at the pass three days
and learning that t here were other passes more practicnblc and shorter,
we marched back to Cballacha prairi('," here the I ndians would be com
pelled to pass, it being only eight miles Irom the pnss, ''"C remained here
about three weeks, ac tively scouting the whole time, hut !-I.'r ing no J IH1i~

3 118.

• • • • •
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.After receiving the commissious ( If t he officers of this company, we
returned immediately to this place, t o make the proper arraugctucnta tv
gunrd the pass with more cer tniuty, as tborc wns more daager apprchm
ded than at first, as Fillal oc.l iJ i-:: lu rl)" had escaped from Y~ :~;,:;ol1nl'.

It is said his iutcutiou ~\ ~ t>J hold a comuil of war at Cha il.rcba prai rie,
IlUlI t hen make an ns..nult ill-Oil the sett lements. Onr comt'au)" wlil pro
ceed to the pass 0 11 Friday, with the intention of finding ut i tt,c Indians
in that vicinity if possible, \Vc will have some twenty or tweuty-fl rc
men.

W. A. S. JlIcCOltKLJ~.

Capt. Co. G, W . T. ' -.

[ 1'0. 322. ]

E XECUTIH : O r FiI E, 'V ,.\SIII " C;TOX T f RRlTtl RY, }
Olympia, X u\", 26th, 1855.

Capt. 1\{CCOR:i':'LF.,

Commanding Company G, :

SIR :-Your letter, dated 1\0\',23<1, is received.
In reply to Jour request for nrms, I refer yon to lJri~nu :rr General

G ibbs at. Fort Vancouver, who will supply you from the T crritorlul arms
now at F ort Vancouver.

" ' ith regard to prO\; Si01l8, you must obtnin them from Olt)" source
where you can obtn!n cred it for the U . S. Govern ment . Y our receipt to
t he holders of pro\ i-ions will entit le the owner to t he amount of ~ our rr
ceipts, whenever t he government pays, by appropriat ion, for t he l'X~llSCS

of the war.

* * * '* * *
I han the honor to be,

Y cry respectfully. k c.•

.J. TILTOX.
Adjut.ant General W. T. V.

fly order of the Acting-Gcvemcr.
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[No. 323.]

O.nCB A MlTA.'<T GENItlUL, W. T. Y.,}
OLYllPU, Dec. Ist., 1855.

Capt. W>I. BRATrAN,

Com'g. Lewis R iver Raogers :

SIR :- Herewith you will receive a commission as Captain of the
company you report as having been organized in the vicinity of Lcwit

•nver pass.

* * * * * * * * * * *
Your duty will be to watch the Lewis river pass, and, in junction

with Capt , ::McCorkle, prevent all intercourse between the hostile and
fr:endly I ndians. You cau obtain arms nnd accoutrements from Briga
dicr General Gibbs at Fort Yancouver, by receipting to him for the Dum
ber you make reqnlsitiou for.

R espcctfully,
Your moot obedient servant,

JAMES TILTON,
Adjotant General W . T. Y.

By order of the Aetiog·Governor.

[No. 324.J
Fo"" YANCOUVS" Nov. 10th , 1855.

Maj. G. J. RAINS.,
4th Inf. Com'g. Colomhia River District:

SIR :-In obedieoce to yoor order, the company of Washiogtoo
Monnted Rifles, mnstered into the service of the United States, un
der my command, bare, in par t, arrlvol at tbis place. Owing to want of
transportation, 0. part of the command nrc still detuined at the Cascades,
bot may be expected here to-morrow 01" the day afte r.

You speak in your order of mustering my command out of service.
I beg to suggest that, 00 the 27th day of October Iest, in obedience to "
proclamatioo aod orders received from Chas. H. Masoo, Aetiog·Governor
of Washiogton Territory, upon a call made by yourself, I orgaoized a

49
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company of mounted volunteers to serve three mouths, or nntil discharged,
and on tbe rome day the comp:l.ny were mustered into the service.

I t wee understood at the time we were mustered in, that we were
Dot to be discbargrd under three months. UpOIi no other terms could
men have been induced to leave their homes and busin...ss ~,t the l'reSt' li L

Beason of the year.
I therefore beg to submit-
F irct.c-c'That my eonnnuud can only be disbanded hy an order from

the l'utlJor;ty under which thry were £:ul1£IOO.
& ccll,].- rl i.at hanug Lt en mustered into service nuder the enlist

ment fer three mouths from the 27th dny of October, 1855, we cannot
legally be mustered out until the expiration of thut period,

I ruckc these suggcstlons, not freta allYdesire to resist, (I t hesitation
to obey ~n)' lawful order, but from a Lelief that justice to t:lJ command
and a pror cr regard for the authority of the Acting·GoVt- nlcr of the
Territory require me to <10 so.

I also desire to make a. requisition for fife day's provis ions for my
men, and forage for my animals, which I urn informed by the comunssary
he has no authority to grant without an order from you.

** * * . * * *
I have the honor to be,

Your most obedient servant,
WM. STRONG,

Captain Mounted Ri1Ies.

[No. S25.]
HEAD Q UARrER8, CoL1JllBl~ RlVI:R Dtsnucr, }

Fort Vunconver, Dec. 12th, 1855.

Capt. W>l. STRONG,
Com'g. Washington Mounted Ri1Ies, W. T. V.:

SIR :- I am directed without 'juulificat ion to have yonr company
mustered oat of tbe service of the United States by the Major Genem!
Commanding Department of the Pacific. I presume on the ground that



381

th. arrival of Brevet Major Fitzgerald'. company of dragoons render the
services of the volunteers no longer necessary here. Possibly your servi
ces may be wanted by Governor Meson at Puget Sound. Please send
this or a copy to him at once. We par t with you with regret.

Verr respectfully,
G. J. RAINS,

Brig. Gen. W. T. and Major U. S. A.

[ No. 826. ]
VANOOOVER, December 14th, 1855.

Hon. eUAS. H. MASON',
A ct ing Governor Washington Territory:

SIR :-1 have reechoed a note from Brig. Gen. Reins, (a copy of
which is euclosed, ) vy which youwill see that there is R probabllit j- 0 : onr
being mustered out of service. Our compg.ll)' nrc rca-lj- for service, and I
am waitiug your orders to perform any service you may wish.

I wish to he advised of yo{,r method of obtaining sustenance, trans
portation, &c.

Respectfolly,
WM. STRONG,

Capt. Com'g. Washingtoa Monated Rift...

[No. 321.]
FoRI' V ANCOOVER, December 16th, 1855.

Hon. CIWI. H. M'-ON,
Acting Governor Wasbingtou Territory :

* * • * • * • •
I seut roo a f..... dap since a copy of a correspondence bet" eea Maj.
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Rains and myself, in reference to mustering out the company. Since the
last news from the Dulles and Walla W alla, that the Oregon volunteers
were actually fighting the Indians ncar W n:latpa, the order to muster us
out bas been countermanded, Dud we may again be sent to that country.
If we had remained at tbc Dalles, we would. have been ot hand in time to
have been of some service.

* * * * * * * *
Respectfully,

WlI. STR ONG,
Capt. Co. A, Mounted Rilles, W. T. V.

[No. 328.)
OFFICE ADJUTANT GENERAL, W. T. V., }

Olympia, J annary 4th, 1856.

Capt . W". STRONG,

Com'g. Co. A, W. T. Volunteers:

SIR :-Your letters of the 14th and 161h December, 1855, enclosing
copies of orders from Brig. GenRuius, dated December 12th, aud your
answer, dated November 10th, to a previous order from Gen. Rains are
received.

In answer, I em directed by A cting Gov. ) [n..<;:on to reply :
A s the term of service of your company wiii (' ~ : : , ~ r~ on th e 27th of

the present month, you will retain the organization of Lompany IIA," till
then , but grant dlschargos or Icrlcughs to Illly of your lilt:l wlro m ay de
sire them, and on the 27th .Jauuary, discharge the whole, awl inform them
that they will be called Inte ser vice again whenever required.

* * * * * * * *
A s you will have ear lier communication with Gov. Slfl\'CUS than this

office can, you may perhaps receive from himself orders besed npon his
plans and modifying the above.

In th e hope that such may be th e case, and that Comany II A" and
its gallant officers and men may have more congenial employment in its
next tonr of duty,

I am, sir, respectfully,
Y onr obedient servant,

JAMES TILTON,
Adjutant General W . T. V.

By order of the A cting Governor.
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[No. 329.J

E:U:CLTIYIl: O f'Fl CE, O LYll r lA, w, T.,}
Olympia, )Iarch 30th, 1856.

Ist Lieut. Er srrs lIt'GER,

Acting Adjut lnt, &r. :

S IR :-If the s:n-ages arc fa '":lg:iag Clarke county, t he citizens should
adopt the block-house system of 'I'liurstou county, wherever there is n
neighborhood of say fixe men; they and their families will be safe in a
good block-house,

Look to this matter nnd do all you can to prevent the citizens an
coming in to Vancou ver.

(Signed,)

[ :\'0. 330.]

Y cry respe ct fully,
Your obedient servant,

1iL"-A C I. STE VE JliS,
Governor ",,'ashiugton Territory.

H EAD Q l'AItTERS, \V. 'I'. V Ol.UNTEER3,}
Olympic, April 2d, 1856.

To M. R. H ATDAWAY,

Quartermaster and Commissary :

S IR :- 1 am desired hy GOl"'. S tevens to express his approbation of
your action in mustering into service the compJuy of voluntee rs ruised in
Clarke county, and else in fnrn i!'hiTig' ~upp~ i t,"~ .ll~l l t ransportation to the
r olunteers sent forward to the relief of the Cn-cndcs.

The judg ment, energy uud zeal d isplayed by t he Quartermaster de
partment a t Vancouver in meeting promptly EO unexpected on emergency,
is appreciated as it deserves.

The date of enrollmeut of Capt. K elly's company will be that of your
acceptance of its services.



Yon will direct that ollleer to forward his muster roll to the Aujutant

G eneral.
Yours, most respectfully,

(Signed.) nnxnv R. CROSIlIE,
Lieut . Col. and A itl-de-camp_

P . S. The commissions of Capt. Kelly and officers are herewith
enclosed.

H . R. C.

[No. 331.]
V J.K COL"TER, THCRSDAY M ORNING, }

April 3d, 1856.

His Excellency, I. I . STEVEXS,

Governor W ashington Territory :

SIR :-* * * ... ... * ... ...
* ... * * * * ... *
Capt. Wm. Kelly of this place has raised a. company of 82 men for

home service; but they are not willing to join the volunteer service unless
they arc promised to remain in this town, or a par ty of them to be sta
tioned au their claims.

They arc willing whenever there is anything for them to do in this
neighborhood to give their services, and when it is finished, they be al
lowed to return to their occupations.

New, sir, a large number of these well deserving and patriotic citi
zeus arc living at their own houses, nnd on their own proper ty. and nrc
well armed. I cannot see why the U. S. should pny and suppor t them
for defending their own homes, when they say it is impossible for them to

-dcfcnt.l others, unless it is as one of the oldest cit izens of this place said
yesterday when urging upon me to muster the compauy-s-" Some of the
men are so poor they will starve if not fed by the Government."

* * * * * lie * **
*

*
*

*
*

*
*

•
*

*
*

•
*

•
*

•
•

V ery truly aud respectfully,
Your most obedient,

(Signed,) E USTIS H UGER_



[No. S3!.]
VANeounR, W. T., Thursday, April 3d, 1856.

JAl<ES TiLtON, Esq.,
Adj. GeIH 'r' l ~ w, T. Y., Olyml' ::1 :

Sm :-1 wrote to the O()h ;r :lOf thi~ morul nc- ill ref-H r.) to Capt. Ket
II's company. I do not see the Ii ~(·:..'£.s i ty or j 'H l ll'l: IIf f>nn,H:n.~ acd I-ring
ing into the service a co:np"\lly wlrc arc I;Ot !:i11 ! ,j : 1 1 to Ids OI\ic.:I"8 ; aud a
large majority of thorn s: ~y t hey c.u.eot Icare this pl.iee on any aceoaut as
their property uud families are here.

It is a supposable case th at men will defend their property U tbey
have the chance, whether in the U. S. service or 110t j and wby should the
U. S. feed and pay them for it ? anti taking all t hings in eonsidesetion, I
have not received t he company, but let t hem remain as t l.Jt'y are, OJ Inde
pendent."

.. * * * * * * *
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Yours, very truly,
EUSTIS HUGER,

rNo. 3SS. 1
O.l1eE ADJUTANt GENEIt.... W. T.

Olympia, April 5th, 1856.

Lieut. and Adj't. H UGER,
SIR :---Your letter from Vnncouver is received.
The exigency of the {':38e makes it necessary to accept wen to the

service, provided they will scout and defend the farmers putt iug in cropo
in Clarke couuty.

You will communicate with Capt. Kelly and inform him that his
company ill accepted, under the conditiou that he defend the county, and
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keep at least one-half of his men employed whilst the rest are pntting in
crops.

With regard to nny man who will not agree to obey orders, and who
proposc~ to exercise his t rade in the village, or has no claim to cultivate,
or who will not scout or go upon expedit ion, he will not be mustered in.
The intention of employment of the company of Capt. Kelly, is to defend
the settlements of Clarke county, particularly in the vicinity of Fort
Vancouver.

The government is well aware that the country has been well drained
of its available men, both by t he patriotic enlistments in the volunteer
service, nnd bj' employment with the regulars; consequently nothing but
the most stringent public necessity will force the government to order
them out from the vicinity of Fort Vancouver, or unless the regular forces
there are so augmented as to guarantee ample protection to their families.

Direct Capt. Kelly to make out his muster and descriptive rolls, and
not muster in any man whom he cannot rely upon to obey a reasonable
order for scouting duty, or to march for a reasonable distance from home
if his family are made secure.

* * * * * * * *
Very respectfully,

JAMES TILTON,
(Signed,) Adj't. Gen. W . T. V.

By order of the Governor and Commander-in-Chief.

[No. 334. ]

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, TERRITORY WASmNGTON, }

Olympia, April 6th, 1856.

Capt. R. M. HATHAWAY,

Commissary and Quartermaster, Vancouver, W. T. :

SIR :-Instructionc;; go by thi~ express to Lieut. Huger in reference
to mustering in the company raised in Clarke connty. .

The dnty of that company will be to protect the citizens of Clarke
connty, bnt the condition is indispensable that they be mustered into ser
yico snbject to the orders of the executive.
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Lieut. IIuger has the necessary authority in the premises.
Very respectfully,

Your obedient servant ,
(Sigued,) ISAAC 1. STEVENS,

Gov. and Commeuder-in-Chlcf.

[No. 335.]
VANCOUvrR, W . T., April 6th, 1856.

Capt. WM. K ELLY,
Ooin'g. Co. Clarke County Hangers:

SIR :-Your company Is nc~rl' tcd into the volunteer service of the
United S tates IL'i Mounted Rangers, to date from first organizat ion.

You will establish block-houses at \Yashoogal and Lewis rivers, to
enable set tlers to reside 011 their claims, aUtl keep scouting rnrtb~ r3lig-ing
through the settlements for the protection of the citizens of Olerkc county.

You will keep a t least one-half of your men employed, wlJl::t the fest
arc putting in crops.

.Make rcqusitions on the Quartermaster null Commissary at this post
for such horses and supplies us you may nee.l.

Send a. muster and description roll to the Adjut..'1nt GCIWful'S office,
and report your progre~s from time to time to head quarters.

Respectfully, RtC,
Your obedient servant,

(Signed,) E F S'l'IS IIUGEIt,
Adj't. 2d R egiment W . T. Volunteers.

By order of the Gov. and Commander-in-chief.

50
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[No. 336.]
VANCOOYER, W . T., April 14th, 1856.

J AllES 1 'ILTOX1

Adjutant General W . T. V. :

SIR :- EIl<'loesu. I send you copies of correspondence between Capt.
K elly and Lieut. Biles, in regard to the erection of the block-houses at
tbe W nsboogal aud Lewis ricers j also a copy of instruct ions to Capt.
K elly.

As seen as the company at this place was orgnnlacd, I called upon
the commanding officer at Fort Vaneom-er, and in the name of the Gov
ernor of this Territory, offered to co-operate with the regular forces iu
protecting the cit izens. This wus done in writing. As yet my communi
cation has not been euswercd officially.

Col. Morris told me he would answer it after he talked with Col.
Wright. .As soon as it is done copies will be sent to your office.

* * * * * * *
* * The site selected for F ort Itiggs is n very good Due and
I have approved of it.

(Signcd.)

[No. 331.1

Respectfully yours,
EUSTIS HUGER,

Adj't. 2d R eg't. W . 'I'. V.

EX ECUTJ\'E O FFICE, T F.RRITORY W A8HI 7\GTOS , }

O LYMPIA} Murch 30th, 1856.

1st Lieut. E l'STIS IIl"G}:R,

A cting Adj utant, &.c. :

Sm :- If the savages aro ravaging Clarke county, the citizens should
adopt the block-house system of Thurston county. " 7hercfer there is a
neighborhood of say Ilvc men, they and their families will be safe in good
block-homes.
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Look to tbis mat ter end do everything yon can to prevent the citi
zens all coming into Vencourer.

Yery respectfully,
Your most obedient,

ISAAC 1. STEVE!iS,
G overnor Territory Washington.

r:-lo. 337.]
V ANCOITF.R, W. T., April 14th, 1856.

JAKES T ILTos ,

Adjutant General, Olympia, W. T.:
SIR :-Encloscd I scud you copies of correspondence between Capt.

Kelly find Lieut. niles, in regard to the erection of the block-houses at
the 'Vs £hoogill and Lewis rivers j also a copy of instructions to Capt.
K elly.

As soon as the compauy at this place was organized, I called upon
tho commanding officer at Fort Vancover, and in the name of the Gov
ernor of tbis Tcrritory, offered to co-operate with the regular forces in
protecting the citizens. ffhis was done in writing. .As yet my commnni
cation has not heeu answered officially.

Col. Morris told me he would answer it after he t alked witb Col.
Wright. A~ 80011 as it is done copies ",,11 be sent to your office.

*:+: * * * * * *
* * The site selected for F ort Riggs is a rcry good one and
I have approved of it.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant ,

(Signed,) EUSTIS H UGER,
Adjutant 2d Reg't.
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[ No. 339.1

Fofn' R IGGS, WASBOOG.&L DISTinCT, }
Clarke County, W . '1'., April 10tb, 1856.

Capt. W". KELLY,

Com'g. Clarke Co. Rangers, &c., Vancouver:

Sm :-In pursuance of J our orders dated April 9th, 1856, I proceed.
>d to this placo without delay and buvc complied with the instructions
therein.

'I'he detachment at this place, now consisting of eleven men, arc en
~agcd in scouting the neighborhood and cxmnining the Indian trails or
)asses through Cape H em tnouutniu. * * * *

* I find tl.at ~n:ry member. is more or less engaged in farm
ng, consequently, I deemed it j ustice to them that they should have the

. election of the point for the erection of the block-bouse, (ordered to he
milt by the Oora.nander-iu-chief.) aod requested a report of their action
thereon. The Iollcwing is their verbal report:

We. the farmers of w ashoognl District, unanimously agree : That
the block-house ordered to be built by 11" Excellency I. I. Stevens, Gov.
lie., for the protection of the farmers, &.c., in said distr ict, be built on the
land claim of Col. Ruben nig~l ncar the hank of the Columbia river, in
Clarke county, an-I that the same be known as "F ort Itiggs." .

I It ,Vi l} to say that the point selected fully merits my npproblltion.
Near this polnt i,IIOmain road leading from Cascades to Vaucouver comes
don n on the bottom or pasture land, and the many trails or passes st rike
this l"(::11 within a mile of this point. It is gcucrully conceded here that
should rho Iudians contemplate au attack in the neighborhood, thnt this
pclut would be the first place ; it is also the most conreulcot place for the
furmers to coaccutrate in cese of tLD attack, and call have their stock so
concentrated that witb a howitzer, could protect them from. the I ndians.

* * * * * * *" •
All of which is respectfnlly submitted.

(Signed, ) J. D. BILES,
1st Lieut. Clarke Co. Ra.ngm, W . T. V .
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[1\0. 340.]

B UD Q UARTERS, CUBKE CO. RANGERS, 'V. T. V.,}
Vancouver; April 10th, 1856.

OItDERS :NO.5.

1st. f.- detachment of Clarke Co. R angers, consisting of members
residing in the neighborhood of 4th P ialu, is herehy detached for duty in
tbat direction.

2d. Mr. Richard Covington being dnly elected a Sergean t of the
dctael.meut , will be obeyed und respected acccrrllngly.

SJ. Sergceut Covington will j-roeced with his commnud ns soon 88

possible to the 4th Pl ni u, uud cause a site to be selected by the members
of his command .for the erec tion of a block-house, for the defence of the
settlement in that vicinity. The site should be at n. respectable distance
from the wood"or thickets, and at a polut where water can be cagily pro-
cured, and which will afford tho greatest security to the men while tend-
ing their farms. .

4th . T he person granting the site should be requested to give his
consent in writing, that the settlers may hold the building as long as the
safety of the settlements require it.

5th. Until the house is buill, a scouting party from the detachment,
of one third of the men, will be sent ont daily, to reconnoitre the country
and Indian trnils in t he direction of the 5th Plain, or in any other direc
t ion that may be deemed necessary hy Sergeant Covington ; and for the

safety of the set tlements , as well as that of the detachment, a guard will
be kept up during tbe night.

Ilth. All I ndians found in, or passing through the settlements
will be apprehended (except those on government express.) and sent in
under an escort to theso head qnarters ; should any Indian attempt to es

e:tpe, be will be fired on.
7th. Should the enemy appea r in force, or there be appearances of

bis being in your vicinity, you will immediately l1espatcb one or more of
your trustiest men that the necessary lIMista.nce may be afforded you as
soon us possible.

(S igned, ) WM. K E LL Y,
Capt. Clark Co. Rangers, 2d Regt. W . T. V.

To Sergeant RICHARD CoVINGTON,
Clark Co. Rangers, W . T. V., Vanconver, W. T.
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[110. 341.]

!lEAD Q UARTERS, CLARK E C O. R .\ KGERS, }
Vancouver, April 14, 1856.

Lieut. J . D. BILES,

Clarke County R angers, 2d R eg't. W. T. V . :

Sm :-You arc directed to proceed as soon as convenient to the Lew
is River District, for the purpose of locating a block-house, ( to he built hy
order of the Gov. and Commandcr-iu-chict. )

You will consult the settlers in that vicinity as to the most suitable
point for its erection ; one that would. secure the most protect ion to the
farming community of said district.

You will also usc your influence to have the settlers there join the
company, 0 11 t erms the same as W ashoogal District detacbmcut,

Y ou are authorized to secure as many meu us you can get, on your
way, for the volunteer service.

Y ou will report to head quarters , V nncouver, at the earliest period
possible.

(Sigued,) WM. KELLY,
Capt. Clarke Co. Rangers, 2d R eg't. W. 'r. V.

[No. 342.J

H EAD Q UARTERS, C LARKE Co. R AXGF. :lR, }

2d R eg't. W. T. V., Vancouver, April 14, I S;'o.

EUSTIS .IItGER,

lot Lieut. and Adj't. 2<1 Rcg't . W. T. V., Vancouver, W . T. :

SIR :- E nclosed I send you a report of 1st Lieut . J . D . Hiles, in re-
latiou to a detachment at W ashoogal District, * * *
and also copy of an order to him, &c., &c., * * *
* * T he present strength of the company is 1 Captain, 1st and
2d Lieutenant , and 56 rank and file.



12 men.
15 "
7 "
n "

19

309

In \Vashoogal District I have a detachment of
On the 4th Plain,
.At Lackamas Plain,
At Salmon Creek, Gmiles north of Vancouver,
At Vancouver, (officers and men.)

Total, 59
The IDt:U at Vencourer are standing guard every other night, as well

as scouting in the neighborhood. To-day there is a rcj.ort of ~OUlC six
nnne.; h \1i:ms b('in~ below, about twelve miles from here. I send a par
ty after t hem this morning under L ieut . Aken. To-morrow, a party lcnre
to scout t welve miles above Vancouver to n mountain ncar the Columbia,
wl.crc I talians arc supposed to be concealed as sp ies,

* * * * * *
I urn, sir, very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,
WM. KELLY,

Capt, Clarke Co. Rangers, 2d r""g't. W . T. V.

[ Xo. • 43. 1
LEWIS UlVER, C U RKE C Ot"NTY,}

April, 1856.

Capt. ,r~l. KELI.Y,

Clarke County Renge rs, W. T. V. :

8m :-In pursuance to your orders of date April 14, 1856, I pro
ceeded to thls place, nnd to fnlfil the duty assigned me, I procured the
services of )lcs:~rs. Lenis and Tappan as guides, for the purpose of exam
inlnz tl.c country in this district. To-day I selected a point for the loca
tion of tile block-house.

'Ibis is the most cent ral, and n point that will secure the most pro
tection to settlers, hcill~ a good pasture and rouge around it.

'Iuc settlers with the exception of two or three, have left their claims
and ~OHC to St . Lleleus, O. T., for safety. I would "ugg-t'st that JOu send
n detacln n cnt down to build t he bouse, am} scout on the mounta in pa!'.Scs.

All 0; which is r espectfully submitted.
(Sigued, ) J . D. BILE S,

1st Lieut. Clarke Co. Rangers, 2d Reg't. W . T. Y.
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[No. 344.]
READ Q UARTERS, C LARK i'.: C Ol:NTY RANGERS, }

YAKCOCVER, April 21st, 1856.

ORDERS NO.6.

J. D. BILES,

Ist Lieut. and Acting Adj't. , 2d Iteg't. W. T. V. :
A scouting party consisting of Capt. K elly, 1st Lieut. Biles, 2d Lt.

Aken and twenty men, will proceed to-morrow morning via Lewis river t

to Oha-la-chlo Plain.
The party will take rations for five days, at the expiration of which

period they will return to Vancouver.
2d Corporal Dodd will proceed this morning to Lewis river, for the

pnrpose of engaging the ferry, that the attendant may be aware of the
party requiring his services.

He will also take whatever rations m~y be required. to Lewis river
for the party, and will leave for St. H elens per steamer "Senorita."

By order.
(Signed.) W;\L KELLY,

Capt. Clarke Co. Rangers, 2<1 R eg't. W . T. V.

[No. 345.]
H EAD Q UARTERS, CI.~RKE ~o. RA };~Er..s,}

Vancouver, W. 'I., April 30, 1806.

Major JA'lIES TILTO:-J,

Alljutan t General W. '1'. Y .:

SIR :-lIerewith I enclose some of my orders and reports of Lieut.
J. D. Biles, in relation to the defence of Clarke county. :My company at,
present numbers seventy-four, officers and men, and sixty-four horses.
Tbey are distributed as follows :

Fourteen detached at Washoogal district. The fort or block-house
is built, and known as Fort Riggs, and a scouting party of one-third is
sent out daily to reconnoitre the trails on the mountains of Cape Horn.

Fire men detached at Laekamas prairie, eight miles from here, who
scout on the trails to that place.
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Fifteen men at 4th !)}(UD, commanded by Sergeant Covingtou. They
have built a fort with a block-house bastion, and with a small piece of
ordnance could defy a very strong force. 'lucy scout on the trail lending
from Oha-la-che prairie, which is the principal 'trail to Vancouver from
t he Indian country. .

Seven men at Salmon creek. They have built a stockade and sccut
on au old trail lending from -the east fork of Lewis rirer.

I have been to Che-la-che prairie with a party of t wenty-three uieu i
it is about thirty miles from the Lewis river settlement. T here was nOin~

dication of I ndians being in that direction, though rumor lnvl ~ L thnt t~ cre

were Mit u :ore I went there. There W:: -; also some t wo hundred head of
horses -upposcd to he there, but on arriving, I found only four two year
old colts, and one lame horse that had been left there by n friendly Indr311
last fall.

'I'bc Che-lc-che prairie is an important point, and should Eave at least
fifty men stationed there, as the Indians must pass that point to rome into
the settlements, and if they should 1>y chance 'get into thls country, It par~

ty there could check their retreat.

* * * * * *.

T he people at Lewis river were uearly all away frv! ;~ t heir <.:.. i103,
aud 110 men could be induced to volunteer into OUt compnuy.

T o-morrow morning a detccluncnt of fifteen ruen onder Lieut. Diles,
leaves for Lewis ri ve r to build a LI<..ck-ho-t-c nt tll:tl place. which ("J!l1d
uot posr..ibly be dono before in COl:SHP IC : I~C of the ur uteriul t !la~ t'\ w'~ l(\ ".('s

my company. Nearly all arc married men and Iaruu-rs, end hUD1 ,l il!ty t1e
mnnded that they should make their own women and children secure be
fore they could be called away.

H oping that my course mny meet the approbation of his E xcellency
the Governor, as well as your own,

I remain, sir, Tery ITSPCCtfl]lIJ ,
Your obedlcu servant,

(Signed.) WM. KELLY,
Capt. Clarke Co. Rangers, 2d Reg't. W T. V.

bl
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Vancouvcr, l\Iay 1,'th, 1856.
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[No. 3 16.]
O :FFICE A nJ'T GEXERAL, W. T. V., }

Olympia, May 17th, 1856.

Capt. KJo:u.Y,
SIR :---:.....A requisition is this day made upon the military store keeper

for four howitzers to garrison your forts with; also for t wo hundred rifl es
and accoutrements, with the necessary ammunition, &c.

Should this requsition be honored, you will receive the howitzers,
plant them, and arm your men with the rifles, leaving the muskets in your
forts.

Raise your command to eighty effective men, ready and willing to
march to the ' Valla Walla if the public service requires it, and besides
those men detail say from 8 to 15 men to garrison the forts in Clarke
county.

Confer with Col. Hurd relative to your supplies, and keep your com
pany scouting during the arsencc from Clarke county of the large rein
forcements demand ed hy Col. Wright.

Any responsibility you take, having for its view the good of the ser
vice, and warranted by the reasonable appearance of things, will be fully
sustained hy this department.

The Commacdor-in-chief is fully determined upon t he most active
prosecution of the war, possible.

'l'ruly and respectfully,
Your most obedient,

(Signed,) J AMES TILTON,
Adjt. Gen. W . T. V.

By order of the Gov. and Ccmmander-in-Ohicf

l~o. 347.]

•J.un;::; TILTONt

Adjntant General W . T. V.:

Sm :- 1 am directed- by Capt. Kelly (who lcft this morning with n
party of twelve men to examine the several Indian trails lead ing towards



the receipt of your communtca-
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the Cascade mcuutelns.) to acknowledge
tiou of lby 17tb, 1856.

:;,: * ::( * * *.
Capt. Kelly desires me to say that as regards the raising of a com-

puny eighty strong, out of the present county and. count ry, that would be
ready RI!d willing to march into t he \ V:llln. 'Valla country, cannot be done.
Not U man except three or four would he willing to march alit of Olarkc
county, for these reasons: l tit-'rhut about one-half of our citizens of
this county have been drawn away j uud 2<1- s11oulti this company receive
orders to mardi out of the county, the women and children of the county
would Lc exposed to the murderous acts of the hosti le Indians.

'The express starts this moment.
Truly and respectfully your>,

(Slgncd.) J . D. un.ss,
Ist L ieut. Clarke Co. R angers, 2d Hf"i t. ,V". T, V.

[Ko. 348.]
E XF.CT TI Vr. O n 'Ic E, 'l'ERRU OR\' 'VAdHl S l,,;TOX,}

Olympia, May 22<1, 1850.
Capt. \VM. KELLY,

Clarke Co, Rangers, Vancouver, 'V. 'I'. :
8 11: :-You are directed to keep a. careful daily record of the meu on

duty and those not on duty of your compan)',
.Men not on duty will not be furni shed with ration.", Bud instructions

will /;0 to the Connnissary Department to that effect by this express.
Truly and respectfully,

{Sigued. } ISA AC I. STEVEXS,
Gov. and Courmundcr-In-Chief.

[Xo. 3t 9.]
E Xl:Ct:TIH O F I'I CI:: , O Lnll'IA, w. T.,}

Olympia, :\luy 29th, 1 ~ 5 0 .

Capt. \V ~I _ K F: LLY,

Clarke Co. Hanger..; :
Sm :-" Y0 111' letter of the 2~ tlJ inst., reached me hy express Oil the

27th just .
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'I'he order in regard t o keeping u daily rec ord of the men on duty and
Hut on duty, uud to g ive rations ouly t o the former, was not dictated from
auy want of confidence in yourself or your company, but from the ncces
~ ity which exists 'that the 'Ierritory should be abl e to show II fair r ecord,
and that no more troops were employed than the exigency nhsolutcly de
umurled. Every citizen is interested in the strictest CCGHumy being ob
served, and in the force being reduced to the smallest uua.lcr compatible
with scfcry, for if n~y wan t of caution ca n be shown, it ~J~a '!J defeat alto
gaiter, upprop1-i'1./tC/llSby Congress,

I ca nnot therefore rescind the order, but must direct a strict compll
unee with it.

Yery respectfully,

Your most obedient,
ISAAC 1. STEVE~",

Governor and Commander-in-Chief

f :X ECl:TI\' E OHle R, wll.SHI:\G '{ 9--~ T,:RRITORY,}
Olympia, July 7th, 1856. .

U:1 r t. \\" ,1. K F:l.l.Y ,
\V". rr . Yoluutcers, Vancouver, 'V. T.:

Sm :- ·-Yon will report hy return c\.prc&s the names of t ho t wenty
IH"H of your CO 'TI r. ~11IY . J on ha vo l.eeu authorized to retain iii H 'l"\ leo.

S i! \Juid you Iiud it ii'lpo:-!-.iblc to get twenty men, who will k eep con
., b l ; l~ ; )" on l :d y il f,11 o" :'} :!11order:", the whole con.puny will be dis.handed,
au I l i l(.' lnu'rt:s .:1H1 coa.pcny proper ty t urned over to Capt. Millard , the
(~ •.!~ t'\ ::r: ll :1At'r at Y uncouvel'.

CJ!J1. lI1i ll:rd will, iu this alternat ive, receive the uecessery orders to
l · ) :t~; t t j· ) "( '11 out of Hie service.

I am, very respectfully,
Your most obedient,

l ~A.AC 1. S'l'E YE:\S,
Gor. aud L'oununuucr-iu Chief.
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[No. 351.]

H EAD Q CARTERS, CLARKE C Ot'XTY, R AS"GERS, 1
Vancouver, 'V. T., July 9th, 1856. f

G OYER:\OH :-1 received your order of July, 7th iust., directing me
to forward you the names of the men that I have becu authorized 'to re
tain in the service, and directing rue to disband if the requisite number of
tucn could not be retained for actual sen-ice.

In reply, I would recommend that the company be disbanded, in con
sequence of the amount of farming required to be douo during the next
month, in haying and harvesting crops, by the members who nrc willing to

.serve, and who would require leave of absence for that purpose, and who
would be under very great inconvenience if taken away from this neigh
hood.

I would also recommend that myself, and another officer, or non
commissioned officer of the company, be retained until the 25th Iust., that
the property of Wa!oihillgton Territory in the company, at several points
in the county may be collected, and the necessary reports and returns
made.

I have issued rations before ~he receipt of your order to-day, to the
29th inst,

I enclose you th is correspondence to show that I have used every ex-
ertion to have the detachments comply with instructions. * *

* * * * *

••

(Signed, )

[ V " " ) 1, ..' 0 . •l<.> .... J

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

W~L KELLY,
Capt . Clarke Co. Itacgers, 2d Reg't. W . 1'. Y.

EXEtT fIY F. O n 'l e ,,:, ,V . T.,}
Olympia" July 14, 1856.

Capt. \r~l . K nLY,

Vancouver, '\\1" . 'f. :
SIi-t : -10111' lett er of .Tuly 9th has been received, awl in compliance-
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with your recommendation, your company will be mustered out of service,
yourself aud one of your officers being retained till the 25th inst., in order
to prepare the necessary papers. .

You will show carefully on your muster rolls the period each man
was on active dnty.

Capt. Millard, Quartermaster and Commissary, will act as mustering
officer.

1 am, sir, very respectfully,
Your most obedient,

(Signed, ) ISAAC 1. STEVEXS.
Governor and Commander-in-Chief.
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P.\GF..

"
"

LAXIJER, L<1Pt. , 110 volunteers aereptcd , except lo r general dctence .
.. •. (leu. Tilton to, orders to employ Indiana as war )lOfty rorex 

pediti nu up Duwamt-h ,
,. 1\1 , relative to .,Active" cruising 011 the Sound,
•• to Til ton , report -, I.nlure tora i ~f> war party of Friendly Indian!'.

" j " ,
.,,
" ,

"

..

..
:;.j{;

,.
..

reasons,
•. Tilton to. (l n1l' I' _~ t o concert measure t ( 1 1:11..(' Nelson aud curer
Indians ,
" to 'I'iltuu, report - oxpcut ton of YCS!l'f and Lieut. Xeely to
lakes ,
•• Tilton to, Caj.t , Jll'r.t wilt make scout III lake Wa"hington ,
" t o Tilton, report« Lleut , Denny's scout to prair ies,
., ( ~c ll c l'al 'I'llton W, uuvul force wi1l 1'l'ot f'!'t Rfpttk instead ~f

coml)~my " At

L AYTON , Maj ., ncnou oq Burnt n rer .

LO~E TREE PUl~T . Llock-honse built at, 70-73

M.
H,O

] 1'0 , l~J

1~1

(,2

GJ
103
103
10.:1
106
lOG
107
107
107
109
109
110

] lO.f,

1"
Hili

273

l OB,

10-1

110, III
l ~O

l.il
1;:;2
1.:;7
1100
1A1
1') 1
](;2

It 3
180
183

15!" . ] ,j 'l ,

I GO,

iro, 1~1 , 1:12

" Lieut . Drake to remain.
informs Cupt. Stcrrrt nud Pease of the chec k of' .Maj. Haller,
i" llggest'l Seat tle as the stat ion of the " Decat ur ,"

.. the nt. i~ing ground of Ute " Jeff. Davis,"
requests men from the "Decatur" for Fort Steilacoom.
to tile otflcer comman ding Pacific squadron, requesting a steamer ,
Capt. ~fI':rl"iU. to . as to a crui-e ,

" ,. rr 'Jllc"ting- arms, &c.,
t o Capt. Gan;<cYoort , r equesti ng co-operat ion with office of the Indian

department,
' f' l Cen. Wool, reques-ting am munition , & 1'.,
t o ordnance offi.·(Oi'.:1..'1 t o arm «,
t ' l Col. Hiples , ns t o nrm-,
t n n :ljor RllhJ4 . a" to a ll:t ir:< in th e iu terh n-,
!I(aj o1" Uain'i to,
CAli " for volu ntoc rs ,
to Major H..in.;; , rl"lnf~t i llg a rm". &~ ..
t 1 Lient, W ill 1f'~. in n-Iercncc to a romllUny of ran eera,
Major Hains to; n, t o operation i ll t ile Yak tmn,
requests t roops to move into the Yakima ,
Lieut. N U,Q"en to,
Capt, Malone-y to, as to operations Oi l Wh ile and Breen riv ers,
roqul el finn up on ("1pt . KrYl' for nn ns , .\c .,
( '.trt . Kc)'(~ '" to.
to ( \11 '1. Eaton , f l' rul- e rangers .

) 1:\ LOSI';Y , Capt. M., ordered into tilt' flr-hl ,
requlsion upon, for t roops, arms , &c.,
report of, to Maj. Rains,

"f\~O;-'; , Oov. , express to Gov. Stevens,
arrangements of, for rel tcr of GO\·. Stcveu- ,
tet ter to , Gov. Douglass acknowledging receipt of sUPlllit f: .
request s arm-, Hl1l1 ammuni tion from Capt. Btcn-t ,

" " " .. .. " I'euse ,



I~DL" " \'11

.~I A ~O S" , Go,".. orders to repor t :It '-'b ·iI.u.oom ,
Ca l,t . C. Hays report -s to .
1'1 Capt , 1; . Hay-.
('apt . Hewitt to . Capt. Natouey falls back : h i~h water pn-vent-, n june-

tiou,

Oapt, J . n. J ackson to ,
to Cil r t. Kelly, as to organiznt ion , ,\:r.,
C.ll't. Kelly to,
e 'll,t. )1l'Corkle to ,
Capt . Stro ng to,

\1AXO N, Gal/fa in , ordered to t he Sound,
genera l ~ colJt illg ord ers t n,
to, rcufldent ial duty sospcu.tcd, scout soutb Bay,
Ir o-n, re port ~ scout to South Bay , J oh ,)·;nn"; I'otnt , x c.
f ro, ordered to <; t'flll t up X i .'I I1fl.lly, I nd p roceed t o Con nell's
~,I d.; in Wren , Smit ;l und e t hers , as prisoners,
repo rt .. scout to ) licbcr-.l pral nc and \'id nlfy ,

~l c .\ LI , l":T EH, Lteuteuant ,

~I ('CA Il \"El: , General , t o Governor Ste"·t·ll!' u.. to eo-opcret jon,

('.H ; t: ,

2i-J
',-,' ,,-.- ("', .. ...

",.j . ,

.. - "
" "

3";0, 3", 1

3.<" 1

(;tl, 23S
~ !J'.!

207
2!l!l

3""
301
306

11-'3 , I f\fo

!i7

1.-.:;

30::

to Ocveruor Stever ".

MI I.ES, ('01., I.ilit'd.

MILLEn , Captain , report of scout to Lackamas prairie.

MO Ol: E, Lieut . R. S" I'PPOII 'l Lien" 8Iall A"hf {' r '~ arrlvul.

) lO Un I:;;, Col., to Gove rnor Hl.eVeDII,

!o! , CJ.F.I.L.\XD, lion. It 8., Governor ~tf.', ens to,

)1,X OnKU:, Iustructt ons to,
r"'l'~'tt of,
t :c.u' ral 'I'rltcn to ,

MILLEU , Genera l, orders t o as to Ml (l)J!i f' '' , t ransportation , &c. , 221, 222, 223,
[ 22G. 22!I, 230 , ~ ::a , 232.23::, 23-1

222, 221, 2'2.'; , 227, 22'1

I f.i:,

l\I 0 5EQ. Col. A , B.. killed.

IoI t:C I~ LERII00T PRAtRlF., r('~lll llr t roops at.
hNUI 'l 'lnrters of ho-ttte India ns.

I ~ .'

71
j :l

N.
~ .\{ ' lI i':-;.q P AS..t; , plan of UJ" H Illt'.n t ovcr ,

movement of h'OOl'~ O\Tr.

~ EEL \', Lieil'-, instruction- to .
Col . F itzhngh to.
t« Cd. P i17.h llgh ,

K I-;;' IITH, r'ol . , operations of, in the Yak ima.

NEZ )' En Cr :-. , Irlcudl y me...,ltgt ·~ ur, to 1'01. Slmw
c" bihit hostility ,
one-half become he-tile.
causes of disaffection of,
Col . Wright's qtm.. i peace with.

:ua
::jO

:17I

I ,".,,.
'0(; , Qj

l'i7
...., ')1 'I".. . ' , ' - ,



VIII INDEX.

xon TIlCRAFT, killed.

SOUTH ERN' IXDlAN~. attack upon 1J~' Captain S W,u-1WOlll ,

~CGEY. Lieut. , as to White river out break ,
calls for volunteers ,
as to state of the country .
:reques~ ammunition ,
as to the attack UpOll the ex press,
as to the battle on White river,
as to the battle on Green river ,
to Col. Shaw , as to sufft cincy of U. S. t roops,

o.
OPERATIOXS, military condition of,

ORDNANCE UFFICER, report of,

PACK TRAIN. capture of,

P EABODY, Captain, report of,

PEASE, Captain, furnishes arms and ammuniti on ;
reports arrival at Steilacoom,
informed of the check of Majo!" Haller ,
cruising gr ound suggested ,
furnishes two twelve ponndere,
suggestions 3S to volunteers,
requests return of gUDS,

PEU·PEli-MOX-MOX, capture and death of,
iutluence of, to be dreaded,

pmnHE CHAHL ES, to Governor Stevena as to 8COUt .

PLUMMER, Captain, company of, accepted into service.

P ROP E RTY, voluntee r, re port of sale of .

P UGE 'f SOUND, defence of lower part of.

Q.
QU_\RT EIDIASTEH GE NERAL , report of,

department , office rs of.
.. orgautzat jon of,
" oporatious of,. .

QU.l F.MfTH, in the Nesquallr bottnrn.

R.
RAlIBHSON. Capt. , report... scout to Nisquelly and P uyallup rivers ,

RAINS, Major G. J. , to Gov. Mason ,
sends t roops into the fi eld ,
a~ to the fight of Major Haller,
calls for volunteers .

HI!)

12,1 , 1 2~ 1

1."3
11<:'1
lk4

1'.
18;)
I fl.i
185
:lOJ

11, 76, 1' 1

57

n ,4S

330

1O~, 105
10.1
106
107
108
108

llG, 117

64, 65
159

380

318

320

51
r.l

50, ;'4

"'

:108

158, ),19
1.'18 . lj!)

150
160
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IlAJ~:-) , Majos li-. J ., requested to l I1TlJ il;!l urms • •h .)
operations of in the Yckuuu.
Capt. M,\!oncy to,
Capt. St rong- t o, a'l t o tl i l<h:lOtl iu g ,
to Capt. Strong .

REI1ULAm;, rel" t iolli betwe en , aud volunteers .

nEJNFOnCE)lE~TS, called Ior ,

REPOnT of ." <lJ lItant General ,
Capt. of engineers,
ordnance officer ,
quorte nna-tcr eru t \ : ( ,m llli ~",u]' .~l' ll (' ral .

Burn s, surgcou .
Shaw . Lieut . Col..
killed and woundcu at thnud Ronac,

RIL F:Y, Cept., orders to build block house at Lone 'r reo Pnin!"
has raj sed men a nd will move t 'l J,'JIlr T ree P, 01 JJ t ,

RIPLEY, Col., ~ tov. jdaeon to,
to govc.aor of till' territory,
G ov. Stevena to,
to Gov. Stevens.

HeSSEl-I. , Capt" Governor Ste vens t o,

Ul jTII , Alljt. , reports bl' .r k hOIll'e rlnl-beeot C....uip Connell .

s.
snv W, C ol., report 01",

moves from Camp ~I<ll JtA'( ml(' r'y ,

plan of opera tions in Walla \\ alln,
success of expedi tion,
appoin tmentol', A <;.~ i;;tant Adjutant t tc neral .
ordered to mise a company of rangers,
march of, over the Naches» pa...s,
battle (If, at Grand Round ,
in charge of expedition east of til£' mouutaiuv ,
tnetmcnone to,
receives commisBion of A;:sistant Aiijutant ( ~ ('Ut' r.t1 ,

to Gen . Tilton as to ra.i !'ling men and horses ,
to Governor Stevens , as to Tf'{,TUitinoc in Oregon'
battalion of ordered to t he HO 'I.l\],
eteoted Lieut. Col.,
in..tntetions to, on th e line of thl) ~ C~tll , ,- 1J~ ,

tI "I to expedi t ion at-ross t b · J1l (l ll flt a j l1 .~ .

recruur ug for tne l.X I'cdi ti" il,
.sf'n(l ~ :m - xpreas to Cot. Wright ,
fkt t'Hl Il ,_, .. to more m er ti ll' ~ adlf' '''' I ' <I -:~ ,

l~rJ l' r, ·11" turn over certain l'o.~t " to Col. (';' ''-f' y,
in _~ " · · ' · ~ : ' loS (,I'. as In " 1'l'f:l li" l i-; in t ho interior,
f l l'(l·L."; a rriv al 011 fi t,' \\·(,1 ·~~ " ,

1~I'v-,-- ~ of ma rch to \\;1 111. Wa lla .
( ; () \("l ll" l' St f \-('n'l t o, ;lPflJ"(; \ jug h i... np' r Jt i1'lI s:

IX

1' .\ (;. 1':.

I t 1
Hi::

1 ~1

::O:: ,i

(j'l 7 ~ J,

-1 '1

.,.-.
:,,1
;',7
:,0
tt;
-I:.l,..

:1'12
2~U

I '",-
J;;:;

Hi..
1.) ,-,

I t 4, 17.,

~ iol~ J

:0;;;

"S.i , toll',

"l r; ~

I liS

l l ; ~ .

'.!J-i
! 3,i , 2;16
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l :,(l
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x INIlEX.

\
36. 37, ~l' , 40, u . 47, 18

••
70,77, 61 , 82, ~ l . ~" ,

[ R.'i , Fi7, 94. {~) , 91;

~HAW , I ·U I.• .b to di:;fK*itivn oC t he Nez Perccs,
nece -srty (or recruits,
Capt . Goff to reporting ba ttle of Burnt rtser,
uov. Ste vens to , as to raising additional rorcee,

" •• as to counci l at Wall a Walla ,
to CoL Craig, 8S to battle at Gra nd Itcnde ,

•• " council with the Nez Perce- ,
to tbe Cbiefs oCtln- Kez Perces ,
t o Governor Bteveus, a<; t o the council,
to Col. Craig , Ii" to the eouuctt at Wa lla Walla ,
to the chiefa of the various fri endly tribes ,
to Col. Craig , us to the division among the cluefs ,

SLAUGHTER , Licut. , takes the field ,
falls Lack to White rlver ,
battle of. at White rh er ,
death of,

SCRIP , amount oC issued ,
.. .. cancelled ,

SEATTLE, a ttack on,
garrisoned by ect untce rs,
nan 1 tcrces at,

SECRET~\RY OF THE INTERIOU, Governor Bteeens to,

STARKE , Ccl., cperat tcn e of at Caeeeees,

I:1.TF.PTOE, Lieut . c e r, order of.
"cot to Walla Walla ,
camp of,
refusal of, to comply with requisition of Gov . Ste "CWL
battle l lf . with the host ile I ndiana ,
grass or, burnt ,
sends a~., i ~ tanre t o Gov. Stevens ,
Lu:Id8 a l.lock bouse,
re port of a.'l to conduct of volunteer..,

" .. .. .. t o ramp he••
I. .. .. as to sending a forte to cc unctl g round ,

STERHETT, Capt., fum isLe..; arms .ac.,
informed of the check of J;laj II' H:l.Il~I',
requested to remain at Seat tle ,

.. to spare men to defend FoJ1 Stetlacoom .
aJI to cruising ill the Round .
requC1-ting arms, Ac. ,

5-T":VF,SS , Oc vernor Isaac J. , lll cl!~ a r::e or.
gene ral orde rs of .
letter of, t o Hou. It, B.. MrClf'lIan ti.

" .. J efferson DU\' i ~ , CO, 61. (,1, 6'"- .

to Secretary (Jf War, req uest ing a rms noll am munit jon,
,. " af;, to t he Wall a Walln vallf'y,

re turn from Blackfoot count ry,
recelrcs intelligence of thl' war.
council with N f l Per- es,

I' .WF..

2. 1
262
26.':

205
2GG
2fi6

2G7
2£i Iol, 270

268

26\'
270
272

] ,')8

] ~2

lSCt. rse, 187
191

50, 51, 9J
51, 95

67
7.
71 '

59
86
87
8R
89
80

!JO, 91
91
.3

116
177, irs, ] 79

103, 104
106
106
\ 01
UYl

110

r.o
61

'
0',-



IND EX. Xl

PAGE.

~TEVEX8 , Governor T..aac I.• council with Ocecr d"Alenes, 63
" " .. with Spokanes, 63

Nez Perce!', allies of, ti4
t roops for rel ief of, dlsbunded by Gen. Wuol. li5
prefers charges against Gen . WOQI. til
calls for six companies of volunteers , 6t
raises a terce of friendly Indians , 6~

relations ",it lt Cob . Casey and \"'right , Gi
judgment of, 88 to the mC&SUNi to be adopted , . 1. j'. i6
prepares mIllis for Secretary of war. il
t.u t!"g:('~tion8 to Capt. Ganse voort, 72
turtuence or ever Nez Percea, 75
reasons of , for NX months volunteers. 76
orders troops Irom Columbia river to tbe oound. 76

.. supplies, &c., at Walla Walla , 16
IIIan of operations of, ';1, 81
organtaee a t roop of hor-emeu at Camp Montgomery , 80

" for the Walla Walla country, RO
estimate of expenses, 81
apprehensions IDI to tribes between Cascades any Bitter Root , 82
disbands the volunteers , 84
council with the Indians t'a!>t of the Cascades, 87
pack train of, captured , 81
requisit ion of, on CoL Steptoe. 88
understandiug with Col. wrtgbt, 68
refUBaI of Col. Steptoe. R8
opening of the council, b:J
meets with K amiakan, H9
proposition. to the In dians, 89
attacked Ly the Indians , UO
result of at tack , 91
Indians engaged. 91
failnre to treat with Indians. 91
attempt of l.ooking Glass to betray . 92
issue with Col. Wright as to bis operaticus, 94
reports sales of volunteer prope rtyJ 95
appoints B. F. Shaw A,;sU.,tant Adjutant General. 97
letters of, to Gov. Curry. 97. 99
to Captaio. GanM:YOOlt . Ill , 112
to_Captain Swartwout . I U , 110, 119, 121. 122
as to affairs in the np )l(r count ry, 122, 123
to General w act, 131- 139. 143, ISO
defence of, and sta te of affairs of the count ry east of the Cascades , 131-139
reperta General Wool, 139
to cei, Ripley. 154, 155
Col. !forrls to , ISO
to Col. Wright as to joint. operations. 164-

.. .. as to cccupauon of Wal la Walla. 166

.. " .&ll to the Walla Walla and Snake rteer Indians. 167
" .. u to the march of Col. Shaw, 168

iR ready to take charge of such IndiaIl5 as become friendlyJ l CS
in reference to Leecbr, Nelson, a e., 199. I'll
to Col. Wright. as to affair at. Grand Ronde, 169
to Col. Steptoe, in reference to the council, 172. 173
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P.lGE.

283
2. 4
285

28'
200

' 95
297
29'

17'
I i!
m
175
176
178
201
20<
20S
206
'07

'OS
20.
210
211

212, 21(
21<
21.
219
219

STEVENS, Governor Isaac I. , aUaek oe rack train,
olfe" wagon-boot ,
to Cap tai n Russell, In reference to the Connell,

.. .. ..ending wagon ·boat,
to Col, CL<:ey , a... to General a rrangements (,f the volunteer forces ,
as to the occupat ion of Lone Tree P oint,
to Col. Casey , as to hi.. ca ll for volunteers,
as to operation of the rorcee on \he Snohomish and K('sqoaUy
a.~ to t.be Cowlitz river pass,
propollt'd operation through the Snoqualmie (l6FS,

proposes to turn over certatn pm;ts ,.
practicabllityof the Bnoquatmle pass .
orders cer tain posts to be turned over,
as to cevtat u murders at Ste ilacoom and Wl.Iite nvcr,
88 to certain Indian... encamped at Fort Ste ilacoom
requisite eeostance to capture Lcecbl, &c..
relative conduct 01 u.e white> and Indians on the Soon!! .
encloses to C(J1. ('i\loory tnsr ruen ons of Cot. Wright to :r.l ajf.r Garnett.
reasons for declin ing to receive tbe Indlane encamped at i on Steilacoom,
reply of, to Col. Cra ig'z; views, 3S to t reatment of Indiana,
to uen. Miller. &8 to aUIlplies aDd t ran'ipom tlon, " 221. 222, 223, 226,

[ 229, 230, 231, 232. 233 , 234.

puta Col. Shaw in charge of operatio~el\lltortbe IDoun&a.l.na, 23(, 235• •

orders Captain Muon to the Sound, 238
crdera battalion or Col. Shaw to the SQUnd , 2.w
instruct ions to C.oI, Sbaw on tbe lure (If tile Ne<:qna111.. 24.2
to ('.01, Sbaw, as to tbe expeul: ;OIl acrose t ile mountains, U6
de",ire~ Gnpt. Golf to pu!>h forward, 247
adopt ... view,; of Col. shaw ns to Nachess P&'18, 2.9
orders cortnt uposts to bt' turned over to Col. Casey , 251
Instmcu ons to Col. Bhaw 8 S to opera tion... in the interior , 252, 255

.. to Captain C.off. .... 252. 254.
( II Col. Crail=. .. .. 254.
to rol. Shaw,.'" to LiMopera ttone ;n the Yakima, 2GO

.. " :\.... t n ra j;;in/l more " oIOO1ef:r8, 265

.. .. lL':'I to Council at WaUa Walla, 266
Col. Sbaw t o, all to the Council, 268
to C(l1. CrniA" , " .. 271
to Capt, Bwindat, llu r lltA service ut compall )", 280
to Capt . Henness , orders to scout , 280
{'apt . Swindall to, block-bouse at Skooli.um Ba.}" . 281

.. .. report8 for duty at Montgumery's , 282
to Cart . Rile:r, elltabli~h post at Lone Tree Point . m
to Capt. White. movement of tlr-oops and trains to ~HlltgnmerY'8) post.

erected, &c.,
to !tajor Hays, orders for movement upon Puyallup ,

.. "marcb to Muckleslloot, notes , &c., regard to,
Major II01s to, reports arrival at Camp Connell, proper place for lie-

pot,
MJjor n ays to, "'POtU fight with Iniliaos at Connell's ,

u .. .. reports t he completion of Fort Hap ,
-to Major Hays , Cl.PreRl>ing gratification &'I !.o his ope rations,
ttl Capt. Maxon , confidcntial duty IItlill.tCnded , sccut to South Day , &eo,



l XDEX. XlII

PAGE.

310

339
3<.
3U

" 6".

30S
300
308

303

""

319
319

3~3,.
m
32'
"6

. 98

228, 227
328
320
336

337

35.
368, 370

375
376

377
>78
36.

589, 894
392

403, 4..04 , 405
<OS

hTEVF..:·:S, Governor Isaac I., Major ILlYJf to, reports complet ion of block-bouse
on "wblte river and general morementa of the poemy,

Capt . Miller to, It!polting scoot tc Lackam as prairie and ecrroundtng
eounlry,

to ~lajor HSJ s, ecce pn ng resignation ,
to Capt . Swindall , onlt'l'H to build block-house a t South prairie, and to

com municate with Lieut. Col . Shaw,
Capt. Rwindall to , completion of block-house and fending out scout ,
Capt, Rabbeson to, reports scout to Xisqually and Puyallup rivera,
to Capt. Swindall, orders to turn over Port Hicks to Col. Ccl.Aey ; Lieut.

Coles' COUl})J.ll }· to be disbanded ; Lieut . Neely't1 compauy move to
Seattle and disband,

to Elley . no volunteers except for six months, ordered to disband com-
pany,

to f~lC)' , requested to raise volunteers in wbetcom, Wand, ae.,
to Major Van Bokkeltn, general orders for Battalion,
programme for deteuee of lower part of P uget Sound,

•• .. .. .. Bellingham Bay,
to Capt. Elley , importance of posts above Snoqualmie Fulls,
Van Bokkelin to, 110 transportation from Fort HoIYS to Snoqualmie,
Van BokkeJin to, no transpornon from F ort HaYIl to Snoqualmie, and

desrrtptfou uf route, ac.,
t o YolD l jokkellu. special thanks of Commander--in-ehief.
l an Dokkelill to, ~pCIrta lJ(:out IAJ head Clf P uyallup,

.. •• 8noqaalmie pus. sno", elee&.iOD of ofticen,
to Fitzhugtl , mS/«nge l'll of Te-i-a&8 and Owhi, IndiaM, Col. ShaW',
Fitzbugh to, reports Iatlure to btiug in Te-i-&.S!!l and OWbi'8 people and

t bo C&Ilses tberefor.
to Van Bokkelin, wagon and pack train over Snoqualmie pD.B9,

Van nokk~in to, reports from Snoqualmie pass,
to Capt, Lander, IJO volunteers accepted, except for general defence,
Lander to , relative to " Active" cmlzing on Sound ,
to Orosl de, notes, boat eXpeUitioDto the lake, defence of Seattle, LIO{k·

bouses,
Col. Fitz hugh to ,
to ('(,1. Crosbie,
Capt. wartees to,
to Ce,1. Ford ,
Col. Purl} to,
Pierr e Charles to ,
to Lieut. Huger ,
to Capt. Hathaway,
to Capt . Kelly,
CUllL Kelly to,

ROUTH P RAIHIE, post CbtaLI~b~ at,

STROXG , Capt . wm. t o Major IWM , as to Leing disbanded,
Major Halns to,
to Go\'. Ma<;oD,

Oen. Tilton to,

S WARTWOUT , Captain, Governor Stevens to ,
to Governor Stevens,
at tac k " 1)00 the Northern Indian",

78

385
386
387
388

72, 114, 118. 119, 121, 122
115, 120, 123, 124

12<.-129



xIV INDEX.

PAGE.

SWINDALL, Captain, Gov. Stevena to,acceptIng eervtce, 2SO
build!! block house, Bkookum. Bay. 281
repona for duty at MootgolQ.ery's, 282
ordered to build block bouse on South Prairie, and communicate wit.h

CoL Shaw, 30S
repon. completion (J( block hoose , and £.ending out scouts, 306

.. -coot up NisquaUy and kill ing IDdiWl.8, 309

T.
TENA LQUOT PLA INS, block house built at, 78
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233
238
248
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278
279
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288
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TILTON, Adjutant GeneraJ. to Gov. Dongtees, reqnestiDg euppllee, ee.,
Gov. Douglas's letters to, sendlng supplies,
Captain Pease t o.
to Captain Alden , u to ammunition and transpoI1aUon ,
Captain Alden to,
Captain Pease to,
to Captain Pease.
Lieut, N ugen to ,
sa to tleath of White and Northcraft,
to Gen. Miller, 8.B to enrolling troopa,
to Col. Crceble ,
Captain DeLacy to,
Col. Shaw to,
Capt. Wallace reports for duty to
to Captain Wallace,
Lieut. It S. Moore, reports to,
to Captain G. Rays, orders ,
to Major Hays , suggestlona for post at Connell's, approved ,
from Adjutant Ruth to, reports t16ck bouse erected at coccen'e,
to Capt. Maxon, general sconting orders,
to Major IIaYH. te ndering thanks for galla.ntry of omcera and men at

battle of Connell's prairie,
Capt . Maxon to, reports scout to Sourh Bay , J ohru;on's Point , he"

.. .. orders to Scout up X~ually. and proceed to Connell's,
1I1axon to, Renda Wren. Smith and others as prisoners,
to lIIajor Hays , orders to open road from Fort Hays to South p rairie.

and build block bouse there ,
to 1Iays, advises him of Maxon's fi Rht, and orders a march to head of

N'i.qqually to open road, ac.,
Maxon to, reports scout-to ,Michel's prairie, and Ticlnity ,
Snndal! to, reports scout up !\esqually, and killing IndianM,
1.0 Lieut. Huger, ordered 1.0 Iuspeet and report upon rourt from ConneU'.

to Snoqualmie p&88 for teams, &c.,
Captain Ebey to, reports organizing of company on Whidby's Island,

with views of operations on lower part of Bound,
., .. reports Northern Rengers organized ,

to Capt. Ebey, company accepted, guard agaitult collision with friendly
tribes,

l.1>e'y to, his commaod 00 Snohombh. Pat Ksnjm athla camp,
to • • repcrte even eheacee of lwstllity OJ' frieDdahJp of the Snoqual

mie, aod Sb wamisb tribea,



••

INDEX.

TILTON to Ebe)' , expedition up Snoqualmie t;Ullpelu]ed; keep company at Port
TOWIL'lend.

.. .. ordered to garrison the block-house at Oreecent harbor,
to CaptAin Plummer; company aeCfptcd into service,
Van Bokkelen to, reports hili expedition up Snoqualmie river, and.build.

ing Fort Tilton.
Capt. Howe to; has marched np Snoqualmie river.
Captain Peabody, reports to.

.. Howe II

to Van Bokkelen, orders to torn over to Col. Shaw the post occupied
by him and proceed to Nachesa pass,

Van Bokk.elen to , requires oxen at Ranger's prairie.
.. .. reports return from Bnoquatmle pas8, and ecocte from

Yakima.
to Capt. Hewett, sends commission , with orden to report to Captain

Malony ,
.. steamer " Traveler " will convey Company "H" to junc

tion of Wh ite and Green r ivers,
to Captain Lander, orders to employ Indiana as war party Ior expedition

up Dn:w&msb .
Lander to, CallA to raise war party ot frienuly Indians , reesene,
to Col. Crosbie, ordered \0 Seattle; boat expedit ion to Lake Dnwamsb,
to Lander, orde red to concert measures to apprehend Nelson and other

Indians, •
Lander to, reports expedition of,. Yesster and Lieut Neely to lakes,
to Lander, Captain Dent will make scout to lake \Vu hingkln ,
Lander to, reports LL Denny's t.eoui. to p rairie,
to Latider, naval force will protect Seattle, instead of Co. A,
to Lieut. Denny, ordered to march to Fort Hays,
Lieut. Denny to , declines to obey marching orders,
to Lieut. b enny, as to cuttin~ road,

If .. suspending him from command ,
Inetrncn cns of to Lieut. Neely ,

., .. to Col. Fitzhugh , a." to Company A,

.. .. to Col. Crosbie,
Col Crosbie to,
Captain Wu bas:s to,
inst ructions of, to Captain McC! ·rkh' ,
to Captain Bra troo,
to Captain Strong ,
to Lieut. Hoger,
Lieut. RUKef to,
f'aptain Kelly to ,
to Captain Kelly,
Lieut. BilMl to,

v.
VAN BOKKELIS . ll.-j ., general orders f ()f battalion ,

reports hi" expedition up Snoqualmie river and building Port Tilton ,
to Gov. ~~venR ; no tran spc r tauon from FOR Hays to Snoqualmie ;

description of route , .\c.•
GOT. Btcreee to. specill.1 th&nu of Commander-in ct aer,
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VAli BOKK EJ.,EN, "laj . to Oov. Stevena, reports scout to head of Puyallup, ;; ~:J

'l'itton to , ordera to t urn,over to 0 111. SLaw the post OCCUIJicd by his com-
manu and proceed to Nabcbesa lla......, 3a:;

t o Gen. 'I'llt cn, report of march from Port Hays to Rangers' prai rie , 33.;
" .. req uires oxen at Hangers' prairie, 3:11;

to Gov. Stevens , Snoqualmie pass , snow, election M oftk crt', .te., ;;;;ij
Gov. Ste vens to, wagon and pack train!'; over Snoqualmie pass, 340
to GQv . Stevena, report from Snoqua lmie paJ>s, 341
to Gen . Tilton. reports ret urn from Snoqualmie pass and St'OUt 9 from

Yakima, 3n
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271:
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VOLUNTEERS , rclenona between, and regulars ,
disbanding of,
conduct of,
called for by Lieut. N ugen ,

" " Cot. Casey,

w.
WALT~A WALLA VALLEY,8.'J a site lor a mili tary post ,

t roops organized for ,
ferry necessary at ,
sUJlpl if''l should be accumulated at,
success of expedit ion to,

WALLACg, Capt. W. H.,
reports for duty,
ordered to report to Capt. Maloney,

WARDASS, Capt., t o Gov. Stevens ,
to Gen. '1'ilt ::m ,

'VAn, not ice ,
origin of,
g round ,
west of Cascades,
east of Cascades ,

WHITE, Capt., ordered to move to m ontgomery's,

WHITE, Wm'J killed,

WITHERS, Lieut., will equip the volunteers,
Gov. Meson to,

WOOL, Geu., dl-bands troops for relief of nov. Steren-,
statements of,

chargee preferred against ,
vlstts the Sound ,
lfu'e( f.l;l Col. Ca"Cy to make requisition for t wo r-rrmpanics of vclenteers .
points of dif f eren r -e between , and GOT. StC'f('UIl ,
what sent here for ,
to Governor of Territory.
Gov. Mason to,
Gilv. Stevens to, 131, 130,
returns letters of (~ Q\' . Ste vens,
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