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Introduction.

II]HIS history of t he I. W. W. t r ia l at Chicago,
, ,by Harrison Geo rge, one of the defendants.

; is necessarily greatly conde nse d . The author
. does not attempt to re view the testimony of

a ll witnesses fo r the prosec ution and defense, but
rather brings out t he high lights of t he case and
shows part icu la rly the importance of it as an integral
part of the class struggle . Verbatim testimony is
given only where the actual qu est ions and an swers
bring out th ese phases.

Th e narrative starts abruptly wit h th e court pro
ce d ure a fter t he selection of t he jury from t he second
venire-April 15. W IS . In orde r to show the back
ground of this greatest trial in the history of labor,
it is necessary to provide a brief review of t he str ikes
in th e lumber and mining industries of t he northwest
and sout hwest in the sp ring and summe r of 1917,
which h istor ic st r uggles. sha king the very basis of
ca pitalist exp loit a tion, so ala rmed the lum ber a nd
copper barons that federa l ai d was invoked by them
and speedily granted, the fact of t he country bei ng
at war with the Imperial Govern ment of Germany
be ing made the corners tone of the prosecution .

Space forbids even a brief review of t he ea rly
histories of the lumber a nd mining indu st ries of th e
northwest a nd Arizona.

T il E LUMBE R.JACKS

In t he spr ing of 1917 , the greatly increased de 
mand for lumb er to fiB war orders was of itself
sufficient to boost wages in the lum ber industry to a
point before a lmost unthought of. But fo r years t he
loggers had been figuring on some day ma king a
stand for eight hours . W hite the ot he r dema nds--
sho we r baths , d rys. sanitary bunkhouses. etc .- we re
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important, the eight.h.our day was th e one big t hing.
Th e first st r ike WhICh occur re d among th e loggers

took place on the Fortine River, Montana, on April
17th.

The second st rike, lasti ng three days and re
sulti ng in a complete victo ry for th e str ikers, was en
t he St. Maries River, Idaho.

The Flathead River and Stillwate r , Mon ta na, and
t he Little and Big North Fork s of the Coe ur d' Alene
River, Idaho, were the scenes of t he nex t str ikes.
The compa nies, by giving a n a dvance in wages of
two dollars per day, succeeded in getting the drives
through with scabs.

A st ri ke on the Entiat River, near Wenatchee,
W ash., was next , the strike winning $5. 00 for eight
hours for pea vey men a nd $6.00 for boatm en a nd
cooks. The strike was of t en minutes du ration.

S1. Maries River, Idaho, was the sce ne of a seco nd
st rike which lasted t hirty days a nd resulted in a
decide d victory for th e strike rs .

On June 10, th e employes of th e Casca de Lumber
Comp any a nd t hose of the Humbird Lumber Com
pan y at about t he same tim e went on strike as a
protest against the food. Whe n they reach ed town
th ey hel d meetings a nd decided to enlarge t he scale
of the strike to cove r th e full demands outline d a t
the first convention of the Lumber Worke rs' Indu s
trial Union No. 500, I. W. W., held at Spoka ne,
Wash ., on !l-Iarch 3, I fl17.

Seeing t hat t he t wo str ikes were importa nt and
reall y st ra tegic, t he organizat ion comm ittee of t he
Lumb er Wo rkers' Ind ustrial Union decided to act on
t heir instructio ns. Accordingl y a call was iss ued on
June 18, for a general st r ike of lu mb er wor kers fo r
t he f ull demands, to which a ll t he ca mps of t he
Inl and Empire res ponded by July I, causing a com
p lete t ie-up of a ll th e camps and a partial tie-up of
the mills . A few of t he smaller mills were closed
and in several of the larger mills the working forces
we re reduced to one shift in each mill .



The fol lowing, mills were closed d own partially :
Milwaukee Land Compa ny, St . J oe. Ida ho : Mil
waukee Lumber Company, St . Maries, Idaho; Black 
foo t Lumber Company, (Owned by Amalgamated
Copper Company, Butte), Bonne r , Mont. The fo l
towing were complete ly tied up : Coeur d' Ale ne , at
Coe ur d 'Alene, Idaho ; Humbird Lumber Company,
Sand Point , Idaho ; Eureka Lumber Compa ny, Eu
reka , Mont . and Sumner Lumber Company, near
Kali spell, Mont.; Weyerhauser Mill , Elk Rive r ,
Ida ho; Ma nn Lum ber Company, De Borgia, Mont.

The fa ct th a t most of th e emp loyes of these mills
were ma r ried men, forced to t rade at the compa ny
sto res and rarely ever free of de bt, ac counts for th e
lack of response to the str ike call on their pa rt.

On July 4, the most of the camps in Grays Harbor
and Pug et Sound districts closed-down, as is custo m
ary at that time of the yea r , for ten days for repairs
and to give the men a cha nce to celebrate the Fourth
in town. A few days previous a ca ll was sent from
the short log men of t he Inla nd Emp ire ca lling on
th e long timber men to come cut with them. Rig
meetings of lumberjacks were hel d at Seattle, Ho
qu ia m, Aberdeen, Tacoma, Everett and Port land .

. The resu lt of these con fe re nces was a str ike ca ll .
issued on July 13. The workers in practically every
togg ing camp responded to th e ca ll. By July 17.
twen ty per cent . of the mills on t he Pacific coa st had
a lso ceased operation .

Th e st rike . was bitter ly foug ht for a pe riod of
th ree month s wh en, afte r d ue deliberation, it wa s
decided to go back on t he job a nd use t he int er
mittent st rike. Th is policy was immediately adopted
and result ed in a complete victory by December I ,
1917, in t he Inla nd Empire a nd by January t, 1918,
a ll through the nort h west.

Th e Lumbermen's Association, seeing that th e
I. W. W. refused to work more than eight hours and
had practically enforced it in all t he camps, g ra nted
th e eight hour day on January I , under the guise of
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patriotism. Th e Lumbermen's Associati on of Oregon
at th e same time re fused to gra nt th e eight hour day ,
giving the sa me patriotic reas.ons t<! exp lain the ir
attitude. However, th e lumbe rjacks 10 Oregon kept
ha mmering, pulling ne w ca mp s eve ry day , a nd
fina lly Colone l Br ice P. Disque, ha ving superintend
ence of all lumber production in th e northwest, afte r
a conference at w ashington, went over the heads of
t he lumber barons an d declared for a n eight-ho ur
day.

TH E MI!<ERS
'For years th e blacklist system obtaining in nearly

a ll metal mining camps has been t he unde r lying
ca use of strike after st rike . In the coppe r mining
and sme lt ing indust ry wages, Lased for t he most
part on the slidi ng scale , went up and do wn with the
price of copper. \Vith coppe r se lli ng at thirty cents
in th e spr ing of 1917, wages were th e highest on
record . But the cost of living had outstri pped even
th e increase in wage s. Another great cause of dis
content among the mine rs was th e speed-up system
which greatly increased th e percentage of acc idents
and deaths.

In Bulle particularly t he r ustling card (blac k
list ) and spee d-up system were both used ru thlessly
on the wor kers . A fire broke out in t he Specula to r
Mine on J une 8, and as exits by wh ich th e min
ers could have escaped ha d been blocked bv concret e
bulkh eads, (to ma ke easier th e g leaning ' of excess
war profits) one hun dred a nd seventy-tour men died
a horrible de ath .

Th e indignation of the miners of Butte culmi
na ted on June 12 in t he ca lling of a str ike bv the
Independent Metal Mine Workers' Union, th e iatter
ma de up almost wholly of former members of the
Weste rn Fed eration of Miners.

Th e respo nse to th is strike was wonderf ul and
demands were ma~l~ for t he ab olition of the ru~tling
card, $6.00 flat minimum sca le, union superv ision of
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safety ap pliances, and other demand s fo r better
cond itio ns un derground.

Mea nwhile in Arizo na, t he miners t h rough out
the en ti re state had been seething with discontent,
mainly du e to the speed-up system, for many mont hs.
A st r ike had occu r re d in J erome in April in which
both memb ers of t he I. U. 1'.1. ],1. & S. W. (Western
Federatio n ) and of t he I. ' V. \V. pa rticipated . This
st r ike which was ma inly for the p urpose of br ing ing
t he wage scale in J erome up to the standard of t he
Miami sca le, was won in a short ti me.

In Mia mi a nd Glo be the I. U. 1\1. 1\1. & S. W. had
presented de ma nds amou nt ing to ve ry little more
than a recogn ition of the union, in Ap r il or ear ly in
May, late r setting J uly I, as t he date for a st r ike in
case th e demands were refused Q:r t he companies. In
Clift on, More nci an d Metcal fe, the miners, mostl y
Mexican, orga nize d independ ently under t he Ari
zona State Federation of Labor , had long been
threatening to st r ike.

At Bisb ee the speed-up and the physical examina
tion (bla cklist ) sys tems had been the cause of st ri ke
tal k among t he em ployes of t he Cop pe r Queen
(Phel ps-Dodge) Com pany and t he Calumet & Ari
zona for more than a year.

On J une 15, 1917, t he first convention of the
Meta l Mine W orkers' Union No. 800, I. W. ' V., was
held at Bisbee. The Butte str ike was end orse d, b ut
delegates present wen t on record aga inst imm ed iate
strike action in Arizo na . Nevertheless on J une 24 a
mass meeting of miners of t he J. ' V. W. electe d a n
executive committee of five a n Instructe d them to
present demands to the compa nies , g iving th e com
mit tee power to ca ll a strike if t he demands were
re fu sed. Dema nds similar to Butte dema nds were
presen te d to the companies on June 26 and being
promptly re fuse d t he st rike was ca lled for t he fo l
lowing morning. Nearlv eight y per cent . of the day
shift came out at once a nd on t he fourth day of the
st rike ninety-th ree per ce nt. were out on all shifts.
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At Globe a nd Miami on July 1. str ike ca lls issued
by both the J. U. M. 1\1. & S. W. and t he T. ."T.W .
res ulted in a com plete t ie-up of every shaft m both
camps. V olu nteers manning the pumps coul d not ge t
supp lies through t he pickett lines without the co nsent
of th e st rike committees. Demands presented by the
I. W. W. were as nea rly 88 possible id en tical with
de mands in Butt e and Bisbee.

The mi ners in Clifton. Morenc i and Metcalfe
came out immedia tely a fte rwards ma king local de
mands. At J erome a strike wa s ca lled on t he 2nd
and was followed by a wa lkout of the majority of
t he mi ners in th a t ca mp. Other smaller camps a lso
fell in line a nd th e production of copper in Arizona
was completely a t a standstil l.

Th e strikes were pea ceful in every ca mp. 1\0
excuse could be found by t he com pany hirelings to
start riots. But the company pa pers main ta ined a
steady camp aign of lying m isrepresentation wit h the
object of mak ing the ge ne ra l pub lic believe tha t t he
strikers con te mplated violence. Their big card was
patr iotism. On th is pl ea eighty st ri kers we re forc ibly
de ported from J erome on Jul y 10, in cattle cars.
They were tu rn ed back at the state lin e by California
a ut hori ties and were taken to P rescott, where t hey
were lodged in j a il.

On J uly 12, under th e nominal leadership of
Sheriff Harry Wh eeler, t welve hu nd red st rik ing min
e rs were rounded up by two tho usand gunmen
gathered fr om many points, and loaded on a train
of ca ttle and Lox ei rs . Th ere was no foo d and Yen"
littl e water. Th ey were ta ken into the sta te of J"e~'
Mexico and left on the d ese rt a t Hermanas. On July
14, afte r forty-eight hours wit hout food, the de
portees were given shelter a nd food at Columbus by
th e United States Government .

Attempts to dep ort th e strikers a t Glob e a nd
Miami were frust ra ted by th e vigilance of th e men.
The strike th ere and in th e Clifton district continued
in force un til a bout t he middl e of Octobe r , when they
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were " se ttled" by Presiden t W ilson's Labor Com
miss ion, headed by Secreta ry of Labor William B.
W ilson.

Aft er t wo months of sp len d id solid arity on the
part of t he d ep ortees at Columbus, d uring which
time repeated demands were made for the ir return
to t he ir homes in Bisbee, orders were post ea on
September 11 , that ra tions would be d iscontin ued.
Nearl y six hundred immediately returned to Bisbee
withou t protection, completely at the mercy of t he
so-called Loy alty Lea gue. There t hey were a r rested
wholesale an d the majori ty of t he m aga in driven
f rom the camp. Three hu ndred Mex icans went over
t he line from Col umbu s into Old Mexico and were
furn ished t ransportation and employment by t he
Mex ican government. Th e B isbee strike was al so
"settled" in October by t he Labor Commissio n after
a psuedo agree ment had been made between tlte
companies a nd a ha nd ful of g unmen and scabs has
t ily " organized" by Chas . Moyer, presid ent of t he
T. U . M . M . & S. w.

During t he mont h of J uly in Butte, t he Am alga
mated Coppe r Company, "volu ntarily" grante d an
increase in wages amoun t ing to more tha n fift y per
cent . of t he increase demande d by t he st ri kers. Other
concessions were ma d e b y t he com pany , but as t he
abolit ion of the rustling card was t he ch ief demand
the strike rs refused to ret urn to work . On Augu st
I , be fore dayligh t, company th ugs kid napped Fra nk
Little. organizer and member of t he Genera l Ex
ecutive Board of t he 1. W. ' V., and ta king h im to a
trestle on the Milwa ukee rail road lynched him and
left h is bod y hang ing . Th e strike laste d six months
and was called off on December 18, at a joint mee t
ing of both unions. There was a ne t gain to t he
strikers of nearl y $1.00 a day in wages a nd a slight
betterment of unde rground condit ions , bu t the rus
tling card was sti ll maintained wit h a modification
that one card would se rve for a year instead of it
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being necessary for a min er to get a new card every
t ime he quit or was fired .

RAIDS AND INDICTMENT
The fa ct that 50,000 lumberjacks a nd 40,000

mine rs were on st r ike at once, near fv all the str ikers
being under th e banner of the 1. ' V. Vl ., caused con
ste rna tion in th e camps of the lumber an d copper
barons. Helpl ess of their own accord to brea k the
str ikes and ma ke safe their enormous excess war
pr ofits, they appealed to the federal governme nt ,
charging t hat th e I. W. W. was bein g fina nced by
German go ld for t he purpose of hamper ing the gov
ernment in carrying on th e war. Attorney Gene ral
Gregory came to th e rescue and a federa l grand
j ury was convened at Ch ica go du r ing the month of
August.
• On Septem ber 5, 1917, ra ids were made on head 
quarters of th e I. W. W. at Chicago a nd on branc h
offices throughout t he country by agents of the De
pa rt men t of J ust ice. Books, cor responden ce, eve n
typewriters and sp ittoons were in many cases se ized
and ta ken as evide nce.

On Septem ber 28, ar rests were made a fter an in
dictment had bee n ret urn ed by t he grand j ury . The
na mes of th e men indict ed fo llow, t hose ap prehen de d
appearing in capitals :

•

OLIN B. ANDERSON
AURf:LIO V. AZUARA
CHARLES ASHLE IGlI
.JOH N AVILA
CARL AHLTEEN
GEORGE ANI>REYTCHI h'E
J oe Bar ick
CHARLES m :NNETT
ARTHUR BOOSE
JO li N BALOAZZI
George Bailey
J immy Bur ch
ROY A. BROWN
R.•J. BOBBA
RICHARD BRAZIE R
DAN BUCKLEY

J ULIO BLANCO
Nick Berb crc {Ve rbanoc]
J . R. BASKETT
G. J . BOt:'RG
.J. H. Bf:YER
STANLEY J . CLARK
McGreg-or Cole
Ed. Cunning ham
Pedro Cori
Ernest D. Condit
RAY CORDES
RALPH H. CHAPLIN
ROGER S. CULn:R
ALEXAN DE R COUR!\"O S
ARTHUR C. CH RIST
J . T. DORA!\"



F.. F. DOREE
PETE DAILEY
C. W. DAVIS
STA NLEY DEMB ICKI
JAMES ELLIOTT
JO SEPH J . ETTOR
FORREST EDW AR DS
Phineas Eastman
B. E.. }"abio
~lEYER FR lEDI\lN
J OHN M. FOSS
J oe Fcley
BEN FL ETCHE R
ELIZABETH G. FLYNN
RAY S. F ANNING
TK D FRASER
Sam F isher
J . Fi shbein
P ETER GREEN
H. A. GILTN ER
J OE GRABE R
C. R. GRIFFIN
Fred Goulde r
Charles Gard a
JOSEI'H J . GOR DON
W. A. GOURLAND, (or

K G. Marlatt )
HARRISON GEORGE
J aek Gaveel
ART URO GIOVANNITT I
J ametl Gilday
ED. HAMILTON
CLYUE HOUGH
F . H umphrey
Wl\1. D. HAYWOOD
GEORGE HARDY
HARR ISON HAIGHT
DAV E INGAR
C. A. J ones
RAGNAR JOHANSON
FRED J AAKKOl.A
or-ro J USTH
CHARLES J ACOBSON
CHARLES R. JACOBS
PETER KERKONEN
Cha rles Kratsplger
P h. Kus inskl" (K('r insky )
Will iam Kornuk
Ben Klein
H. F. KANE

J AMES KEENAN
A. D. KI MBALL
J ACK LAW
LE O l.AUKKI
V.:.LA~D-=:IM~IR LOSSIt;f"F
:: Lanikos
W. H. LEW IS
BE RT LORTOK
HA RRY LLOYD
MORRIS LEtIN E
CH ARLES L. LAMBERT
H. H. Munson

Mowess
WILL IAM MORAN
J AME S H. MANNING
H ERBERT MAHLE R
A. Martinez
J OHN MARTIN
Edward Ma ttso n
W. ·CO MATTINGLY
FRANCIS MILLER
JOE McCARTY
CHA RLES McWHIRT
H. t;. McGuckin
P ETER McEVOY
IIE RBERT McCOSH AM
CHARLES H. McKINNON
J . A. McDONALD
WALTE R T. NE F
PIETRO NI GRA
Geoll."'l.' Kumco!f
F RE D t-."ELSOK
V. V. O'UAIR
J OSEPH A. OATES
PAUL PIK A
LOUI S PARENTI
GROVE R H. I' ERRY
AL BERT B. PRASH NER
J OHN PANCKER
J AMES PH ILLIPS
CHARLES PLABN
WALTER REE DE R
ABRA HAM RODRIG UE Z
GLEN ROBERTS
F red C. Ritter
Prank Reil,y
Frank Russell
MANUE L REY
J . E. Rogen
JAMES ROWAN
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CHARLE S ROTHFISHER
Herman Reed
C. E . RICE
Ed. Rowan
SIEGF RIED STENBERG
George Stone [ Le wenetein]
ALT ON E. SOPE R
WALTER SMIT H
BEN SCHRAEGER
GEORGE Sl' t;E U
J oseph Schmidt
ARCHlE SIKCLAIR
SA:\[ SCARLETT
VINCE~ ST. J OHN
Will iam Shorey
Abe Schram
n ON SHERIDAN
r. P. Sulli ,-an

J AME S SLOVICK
WILLI AM TANKER
J OliN I. TURN ER
Lou is Tori
HARRY TROTTE R
J AMES P. THO:\tPSO N
CARLO TRF.SCA
J OE USA PIET
Albert Wills
J OHN WAl.SH
Ben H. Willi ams
FRANK WEST E Rl.UND
P IERCE C. WETTER
Wn.• Witftol:&.
R. •1. WrilZht
:WILI.IAM WEYH
SALVATORE ZUMPAKO

Th e number indicted was one h undred and s ixty
six ; of these one hund red and thirtee n were bro ught
to Chica go a nd arraigned and nint ey-th ree of them
were fina lly convicte d.

The men were ta ken before J udge Kenesaw
Mountain Landis, of th e United States Distr ict Court
at Chicago, on December 15, 1917, for arrai gnment.
Th ere they found a ppearing against t hem a formid
able array of legal talent, consist ing of Frank K.
Nebeker, form erly lead ing counse l fo r Utah copper
compa nies at Sal t Lake City, and Cla ude R. Porter,
of Iowa , bes ides District Attorney Chas. F. Cly ne , of
Chicago. Appea ring for the ir defense were Geo. F.
Vanderveer, who , with Fred H. Moore , so ably co n
ducted the defense of th e Everett case at Seattle,
Waeb., early in 1017 ; Otto Chris te nsen, an able
Chicago attorney : Miss Carolin e Lowe. who al so ap
peared as attorney for defen se in t he Eve rett case ;
W m. B. Cleary' of Bisbee, Arizona , wa s later added
to t he defense staff. A plea of " Not Guilty" was
ente re d by all.

On December 17, 1917, head quarters at Chicago
was again ra ided by a gents of the Department of
Justice a nd occupied unt il December 31. Truck
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loa ds of literature and materia l f rom the p ublishing
bu reau were ta ken as additional evidence.

Two months passed when ea r ly in March Judge
Landis set the date fo r trial , A pril 1. In the mean
time several of the defendants had been able to
provide bonds and th us we re able to assist in the
v....ork of defen se.

The great trial st art ed on April 1, 1918. For
fin da ys t he selection of t he jury proceeded with
the resu lt that t he prosecu tio n under the direction
o f Mr. Clyne ha d ex hausted five of its six peremptory
ch allenges 'wh ile the defense had use d but four of
its t en challenges. Fi ve jurors we re in the box and
the sit ua tion seemed to st rongly favo r the defense.
The prosec ution then raised t he cry that prospective
jurors were be ing ta mpered with by I. W. ,V. irr
vest igators. J udge La ndis ordered a n invest igation,
dismiss ed the entire veni re and set a new date for
tr ial, April 15. A warrant was issu ed for th e arrest
of Fellow worker L. C. Russe ll on the charge of jury
ta mpering. He was late r arrested, and at this time
is st ill in Cook County Ja il, awaiting tria l.

Th e trial proper sta rted on April 15, with I\Ir .
Nebeker , a ct ing as ch ief p rosecutor . Th e se lect ion
of the jury occupied nearl y t wo weeks and t he nar
ra t ive star ts with the actua l present ation of evide nce.
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The I. W. W. Trial.

OVER t wo weeks' time was consumed by the
prosecution in proving t he general fact of the
organization and its purpose as shown by its

history- going bac k to 1905.
An expesc accountant , one Mr. Bail ey, who had

a udited all I. W. W. financial records for t he De
partment of J ustice, under oath as a witn ess said he
had found no German go ld.

Elizabeth Serviss, book-keeper at I. W. W. hea d
qu arters, called by the gov ernment to prove t ha t
Haywood was t he "man wh o signed th e checks"
-also proved that this " uncrowned king" received a
salary of only $90 .00 per month; she herse lf getting
nearly as mu ch as "the kin g,"

T he next witness of impo rtance was Special
Agent Roy C. McH enry from Scranton, Pennsyl vania,
called to testify against Albert Prash ner on May
15th as to the charge of she ltering German a gents.
Vanderv eer in cross-examination brought out t he
fol lowing :

VAl'\DERVEER : Don' t you know this man here
(Prashner) sta ted to you that if Zumpa no (a sus
pected ma n) is doing a ny of t he t hings you say he
is, we a re glad to k now it ?

Answer: Yes, sir , he said t hat.
Q . Don't you know he sa id, " \Ve have no use

for Germ an spies? "
A. Yes, sir.
Q , And he sa id to rcu if we de tect a German

spy in t his organization we will report him to you ?
A. Yes, sir .
Q . Did you tell counsel (for th e governme nt )

that?
A. I do n't remember now.

l<
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Q. I suppose you to ld him the who le story, did n't
you?

A. 1 t hink it is in my rep ort.
Q . You to ld him t his, t hen?
A. He has my report.
Q . Did you incl ude this in your report ?
A. Yes, sir.
Q . He has th at report?
A. I a ssume so.
Q . When he was question ing you here ?
A. I ass ume 80 . I do n't know.
McHeru-y was followed by George F. Buss, Sh er

iff of Lu zerne Cou nty, Pennsylva nia . Buss was born
in Hesse n, Germany, and has a dia lect like a barre]
of old kraut. He got very choler ic wh en under cross
exa mination as to h is reasons for breaking up t he
I. W. ' V. meetings and arresting th e spea kers . In
regard to a meeting hel d at H illside, Pen nsylvan ia ,
June 17th, 1917, wh ere Buss ha d a rrested Balda zzi ,
Graber and Pra shner, Attorney Vanderveer asked :

Q . You said you arreste d him (Prashner) for
not be ing registe red?

A. Tha t was one of the reasons.
Q. Why did you hold him five days for not being

registered, when he could get h is card in t wo hours ?
A. I want you to know, sir , that I did not hold

that ma n at all .
Q. He was released on a writ of habeas corpu s

di re cted to you , wa s he not?
A. I d on' t know ; t he cour t released them,
Q . Now, you say that was on ly one of t he

reasons why you arrested Prashner?
A. Yes, s ir.
Q . Wh at was t he other one ?
A. He was ar rested for hel ping to obst ruct t he

highwa y.
Q. \Vas he spea king ?
A. Not t he n, no.
Q. Did he ever speak that d ay?
A. No, he didn't spea k.
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Q. How many people were there?
A. Probably 50 0.
Q . You ar;ested th ese three ?
A. Yes, sir .
Q . And you do n't know a word that had been

Ra id , do you?
A. No, I don't.
Q . Did anybody send you up t he re?
A. Not in part icul ar. Th e court of t~e county

had instructed me to brea k up th ese meetings.
Q. Not (f rom th e judge) 0 '1 t he bench ?
A. No, not on the bench.
Q. I see. Now, whe re did you first get not ice of

th is meeting ?
A. why, I had some inkli ng of it the d ay before .
Q. Where di d yo u get it ·!
A . I got it through the United Mine Workers.
Q. I see. And the Unite d Mine Workers asked

you to go up t here ?
A. Yes , sir.
Q . To break up their rival's meeting ?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. An d you wenl ?
A. Yes, sir.
Q . And you d id it ?
A. Yes, sir .
Q . Did you arrest them be cau se someone could

not ge t th ro ugh (the ro adway) ?
A. Arr ested t he m becau se they were going to

ho ld an J. ' V. W. meeting.
How ten derly Constitutional r ights a re regarded

by. t he "Black Cossacks" of Pennsylvania may be
gathered from the foll owing testimo ny of H erber t
Smith , a lieutenant in th e mounted " Coa l and !rOJJ
Police" of P ennsylvania, a vete ran st rike-brea ker
of McKees Rock s. Speaking of a "Cossack" raid on
a meet ing held J une lOth , last, Vanderveer asked :

Q. You were ordered to brea k it up ?
A. Yes, sir .
Q . Did you arrest anyone ?
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A. I did not.
Q . Do you kn ow why you broke up the meeting ?
A. Unlawful assembly.
Q. Did you see a nything unla wf ul ?
A. Yes; insulting people g oing to and fro in the

street.
Q. In sul t t hem?
A. We sa w them sto pped, yes, sir .
Q . You const rued th at to be an ins ult?
A. Un lawful action, yes, sir.
Q . Did you a rrest a nybody for th at ?
A. No, air . We bro ke up t he meeting.
Q . Why did n' t you arrest people you saw stop

ping m iners ?
A. We didn' t wish to at that ti me. we had

orders to break the mee t ing up.
Q. You did not wait to hear what happened?
A. No.
Q . Or to see what happened?
A. Ko, sir.
Q . Or to flee whether it was goin g to be orderly

or d isorderly ?
A. \Ve did not. \Ve disp ersed the cro wd.
Q. You did not go there to maintain order, but

to break t he meeting up?
A. To d isperse th e crowd; t hat was our inten-

tion. _
- Q:- Now , at the other meetings you d id the same?

A. Th e meetings we re dispe rsed , yes , sir .
Following th ese Pe nn sylvania witnesses, fu lly

another wee k was occu pied with the reading of
ro uti ne correspond ence between defendants to prove
"consp iracy," probably-but so lack ing in excit ing
disclosures that nearly everyone we nt to sleep ; t he
j urors nodding drowsily under t he st rain; Judge
Land is j olting his nerve cente rs with copious gulps
of ice-water from a convenient p itc he r, or stri ding
impatientl y to a nd fro-st op ping now and t he n to
survey t he somnole nt assembly.
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May 23rd ; fireworks ! And echoes of Cr ipple
Creek ringing out in the Chicago courtroom as t hree
reporters of Butte daily papers put on by..t he pros
ec ution to prove t he utterances of Frank Littl e were
merci lessly grilled by Va nd erveer, who sought t o
pro ve the se rvility of t hese papers to th e m ining
compa nies ; the ca use of t he miners ' strike a nd F ra n k
Littl e' s bitter phrases a nd t he fact th a t Littl e 's
speech on J uly 19th ha d nothing to do wit h his
murder t wo week s lat er.

Of these three wit nesses, A. W . Watl ieer of t he
Butte Eveni ng Post was t he most important. Th e
following is verbati m testi mony I minus some " dead
ti mber" of objections by 'Counse l and evas ions b)" t he
witness :

VANDERVEER : What is t he attitude of your
paper on the labor issue in Butte ? Did it sup po rt
t he st rik ers during the re cent strike ?

A. Oh , no, slr, no.
Q. Who reported th e fire in t he Sp ecu la tor

Mine ?
A. T here were th ree or fo ur of us. I was up

t here.
Q. Did you report in your paper t ha t there were

concre te bulkheads in that mine wit h no ma nholes
and it trap ped the men and we re responsible fo r
t hei r deaths, t o t he nu mber of about two hundred 'I

A. No, sir .
Q . You did not ?
A. No, I did not,
Q . Were l'OU there when th e bodies of th ose min

e rs were brought out ?
A. I was t here pa rt of th e time.
Q, You never colore d anythi ng yo u wrote to fit

what you understood to be the pollcy of t he paper ?
A. I might have colored th ings. I might have

to ned down thi ngs, and I did repeatedly
Q. Did you ever hea r tha t the bodie; that were

taken from the m ine were $Old for twelve dollar.
a nd a half apiece?

I



Page Nin eteen

A. No, sir.
Q. Did you ever publish a ny such story?
A. No, sir.
Q . W ou ld you, if yo u had heard it a nd verified

it?
ATTORNEY FOR GOVERNMENT : I object.

That is not prop er cross-examinat ion.
J UDGE LANDIS : Ob jection s ustained..
Q . Did you attack the b ulkheads in the mine?
A. No, sir ,
Q. Did your paper ?
A. Not tha t I know of, no, sir.
Q . Did y ou attem pt t o p lace responsibility fo r

th e murder of those t wo hundred men or more
260 men?

A. It was not my business.
Q . It was not your b usiness ?
A. No , sir .
Q . W ere yo u ever in t he offices of t he Anaconda

Copper Mining Company on the sixth floor of t he
Hennesey Building ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q . And did you ever see guns t here?
A. 1 have seen t hem in the Miners Un ion Hall.

1 have seen them in the F inlander Hall. .
Q . An swer my question. Did you see t hem on

the sixth floor of the Hennesev Building?
A. Yes, sir. I saw them all over Butte.
Q. Did you ever see peop le the re t hat yo u h ad

never seen before, w ith guns ?
A. Why, I don' t know everybody in Butte.
Q . I take t hat t o mean you d id see such people.
A . No. But th ere were pl enty of people ca rrying

guns.
Q . How many (Frank ) Little meetings did you

attend?
A. I attended one.
Q. Did h e speak on ly once?
A. I t hink h e made only one p ublic a ddress,

yes. sir .
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Q. In t he course of th at utterance he referred to
"Uncle Sam's scabs in uniform t"

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Now, you have been a newsp aper man in

Denver?
A. (W it ness startled. ) Yes, sir .
Q . You we re in Denver during t he Cripp le

Creek Str ike?
A. Yes, sir.
Q . Dur ing Governor Pea body's regime ?
A. I was. Yes, sir.
Q . You knew what Frank Littl e meant when he

talked about "Uncle Sam's scabs in Uniform," d id n't
you?

A. Why, ~..es, I knew wha t he meant.
Q . He had come from t he scen e of t he dep or ta 

tion of 1200 miners in Bisbee?
A. Yes.
Q. And t hey were taken to a stockade in Colum

b us, New Mexico. and guarded by Federal t roops,
were they not ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q . You knew that?
A. Yes, sir.
Q . Now, the same thing had occurred at least

five t imes d uring the Colorado stri kes, hadn't it ?
A. Oh , more than that!
Q. You have hea rd that remark, "Scabs ip uni

form" thousands of t ime s, haven 't you?
A. Ye s, sir , ab solutely, yes.
Q . And you k now tha t a mine r w ho uses that

dur ing t he st r ike refers to the employment of troops
for breaking t he strike, don't you?

A. Ye s.
Q. Did Frank Little tell you that he had been

k idn app ed four or five times ?
A. I believe t here was some reference to that in

that speech.
Q. An d that he had had his leg broken ?
A. Yes.



Page Twenty-one

Q . That he ha d lost an ey e '!
A. I don 't kn ow about losing h is eye.
Q. An d that he was ruptured by being thrown

down a nd j umped on by the gunme n '!
A. He may have told all that.
Q . And you were surprised at the bitterness of

h is cond uct'!
A. Yes, sir, I was.

TRAGEDY

Q. Now, yo u we re in Butte on t he First of
Au gust '!

A. Yes, sir .
Q . The day Fra nk Little was hanged '!
A. Yes, sir. .
Q . Do yo u kn ow who committed t he lyn ch ing '!
A. No, sir.
Q . Did you ever h ea r about a n automobile leav

ing a ce rtain livery barn up on the h ill , or up at
the foot of the hill and go ing up Wyoming street
and d ow n through-I don't re member all those
streets-wit h five peo ple in it '!

A. No.
Q . Did you ever hea r about that machine being
A. (Hast ily ) No.
Q . Did you ever try to find out who the occupants

of t hat car were '!
A. No, sir .
Q. If I give you the names will you publish

them ?
A. No, sir.
Q . You won't '!
A . No• • ie,
" If I give you the name of the boy that drove

that car, will you publi.h it in your paper ?" shouted
Vand erveer at the now highly nervous wi tness
sq uirming und er the stingi ng probe.

"No I" sa id Mr. Walliser of the Butte Evening
Post , and walked from the witness stand as the

I
I

1

I
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tension of onl ookers rel ax ed . having completely ex
onerated h imself and his paper fr om any charge of
fa irness a nd having upheld the traditional honesty
of "our" imp artial daily press !

I
i,
I
I



CH AT'T ER III.

THE closing days of 1\lay were marked with in
cidents of increasing interest as the prosecution
began interlarding witnesses with the read ing of

seized correspondence.

I The last of their witnesses from Butte, C. L.
Stevens of the Anaconda Standard, went on t he
sta nd for cross-examination May 24th , a nd proved
that his paper, own ed by Mrs. Marcus Da ly, ch ief
stock holde r of the Anaconda Cop per Mining Com-

Ipany, is j ust as " fair and impartial " as the Butte
Post toward uni on labor. Aside from that Stevens
only proved his ignorance, or some thing worse, by
lumping together the t wo sepa rate unions of miners
in Butte wit h t he Pearse-Connelly Club as " all I. W,
W.," a nd attributing to it an ant i-d raft circular
which he said was " commonly known" to have been
issued by the Pearse-Connel ly Club. Followed-the
unimp ortant letters of G. J. Bourg a nd W illiam
Weyh, the beginning of an attack up on Industria l
Union No, 400 of the Agricultural workers.

Th en on May 25 th , proceedings were enliven ed
wit h a " star-witness" stool pigeon, one J oseph Bade
zinski, alias Joe Burdell, late member of I. U. No.
400 , sin ce April, 1917, an attache of the Secret
Serv ice.

Burdell , however, had learned h is lines badly;
sa id he ha d "a bad memory" except for certain lur id
details of fire and flood. Strange as it ma y seem,
Burdell, after stating t hat he was a member of the
" Inte rnat iona l ' Yorkers of the World" remarked
that h is folks had fo rb idd en h im to use the fam ily
nam e of Badozinsk i fully "twenty years ago" be
ca use they thought him an I. W . W. at that time.
Under cross-examination he cand id ly conceded that
he was a "Scissor-bill" and a " j ungle-buzzard ."

23
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Pirating " mulligan " off " wobbl ies" in the " jungles"
for many years, J oe drifted we~tward-"on a pleas
ure trip to California, Jived fo r two weeks on a box
of crackers." fina lly lan din g in the northwest har\'e~t
fields where , be it sa id, t he I. W. W. spent all the ir
time threshin... pitch forks and ot her hardware. He
admitted it a dangerous sport, as the hardwa re men
tioned would backfire instantl y an d de molish the
person putting it in the feeder as well as the cylind er
teeth .

Then th ere was the story of a well and a horse
- a most remarkable story. In broad daylight, one
noon, ba ck in 1913, an I. W. W. had delibe rately,
so the " cookee" told him, pic ked up a 1200 pound
horse an d thrown the critter down a well ! Ha d
ao ded insult to inj ury by saying "the son-of-a-gun
ought to ha ve been down th ere long ago !" \Vitness
had rescued the a nimal from a watery grave by
means of a derrick and a slip-noose cas t round the
horse 's neck! Wonderful work-a.s Vanderveer
pointed out - 80 Burdell remembered " a nothe r
rope ," both ropes being cast t hrough a single-b lock
pulley!

For seve n years Burdell held out-" would n' t
j oin a loafers' union." " Hit in the snout.. by I. W .
\V. brakemen, and suffer ing many violences, he
"wouldn' t line up," But Fa te ended this Od essy of
a Scissor-bill at Milwa ukee in 1917, where he suc
cumbed to the blandishments of G. J . Bourg, ,...ho,
after forcing h im to j oin th e I. W. W., delivered a
thousa nd-word oration upon the necessity,of Germa ny
winning the war, revea ling the secre t that " when
Germany attacks in the East, t he I. W. \V. would
at~ck in the w est, ' etc. Burdell 's testimony, though
unimportant, was at least amusing-the j urors
laughed.

Badozi nski - alias Burdell - lasted until Ma)'
28th, when th e prosecution opened up on Meta) Mine
\Vor~ers' Industrial Union. No. 800, reading letters
passing between Grover H. Perry and va rious branch
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secre ta ries and organizers. These were wholly in
dustri al in cha ra cter . One letter from Vincent St.
J ohn informed Perry that he . as head of a New
Mex ico mining company, was in touch with a d e
te ctive age ncy which claimed to have ope ratives in
t he Arizon a camps carrying red cards of t he I. W.
W. Perry replied t ha t he knew it as " three detec
tives in Bisbe e ha d come th rough a nd t heir repor ts
were bei ng dictate d by the I. W. ' V. secre ta ry the re,
bu t t hree new ones and the age ncy manager were on
their trail.

Here the In ternat ional Socialist Review was
brought into the case by the prosecution attempt ing
to read to the j ury a lett er addressed to Perry, signed
by Leslie H. Marcy. Vande rveer obj ected on the
ground that the lette r was ne ver answered , that
Marcy was not an 1. \V . \V" nor was the Review a n
1. W. \V. publication . Nebeker held that the Review
was a n "I. \V. W. org an inasmu ch as Hay wood h im
self is a n ed itor of it." Landis sust a ined Vanderveer.

May 28th and 29t h we re en tirely occupied with
the copper miners' str ike of Arizona- interlarding
witn esses of minor importance against seve ral of the
defenda nts. Th ree witnesses were call ed in an ef
fort to prove membership in t he 1. \V. W. of Sta nley
J . Clar k, elec ted while in t he Cook County J ail to
the Nati ona l Exec utive Committee of the Social ist
Party . Although Clark is an attorn ey a nd no t eli
gible to membersh ip , t hese witnesses were q uite sure
he was a member beca use he colle cted money fo r t he
Arizona str ikers at a speech t hey heard at a Tex as
school-ho use , wh ere, ac cord ing to t hem, Clark
" ma de se ditio us utterances"- among ot hers that
" t he dra ft la w is const it utiona l a nd you must abide
by it, bu t tha t the wa r will be stopped on ly wh en
t he workers st op it a nd t he sold iers on both s ides
sha ke ha nds across the t renches."

Letters of Charles H. Mac Kinn on told of his be
ing depor ted from one mining camp after a not her in
Nevada last summer-no la ughing matter , facing
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murderous mob!'. of business men- an I. ' V. \\'. or
ganizer-"an alie n in the common wea lth of Israel
and a stranger to the Covena nt of Promise:' Ditt o
J . R. Baskett whose letters told of being ordered
fro m J erome, Arizona, by a Justice of the Peace,
whose office looked like " a handle factory or an
arsenal."

The " meeting of minds,' to-wit, " t he cons pir 
acy," cra cked under t he st rain when letters pasaing
bet ween t he Arizona defe ndants we re rea d. It. F.
Kane, a defendant, wrote t o Grovel' Perry, defen dant
that R. J. Bcbba, defendant, was "suep lclous" a nd
that Roger Culve r, another de fen dant was "all to t he
bad:' Th e writte n a buse of "conspirator" versu s
" conspirator" grew to flaming a nger, the final letter
read sta t ing Robba's intention to visit Perry's office
and "straight en out things properly:' Evidently the
"conspi ra tors" we re barely a rrested in t ime to pre 
vent the sangutnary combat.

Enter now a pitiful wea kling of a man, Frank
Wermke, ;,1i.1l4 Frank Wood, now of Hattery A - l h~ll

Fiel d Artillery, a one-time "soap-boxer" and dele
gate fo r the I. ' V. ' V. Shift y-eyed and pl ainly dis
t ra ug ht by t he prosp ect, he ente red th e witness
stand a nd sat J,{azing at h is fee t whil e he a nswe red
Nebeker on direct ex a mina tio n in to nes so low and
with a manner so healtat tmr a!'. to rep eatedly re
ce ive bawl-outs from at torneys a nd the court.

Under th e attentive ga ze of scores of th ose he
on ce a ddressed as "fellow-workers, " w ood , wh o
last year wrote ma ny articles in " Solidar ity ," shame
face dly stammered out the scarcely audible word s
inte nded to fix imprisonment up on those men who
had , as he decl a re d , "nursed hi m in sfckness" an d
befriended h im on the j ob and in jail. The old story
- he had j oined at Sioux City, Iowa, in J uly, 1916-
was in Ka nsas wh en I. ' V. ,V:s " took some members
out of t he j a il and locked up th e she riff ," fo llowed
the harvest northwa rd committing acls of destruc
tion and "hi-j ack ing;" wen t to Ca lifornia wh ere 25
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I. W. Wo's " captured a f reight train ;" did more vio
lence around Eureka and San Pedro ; went east
again , fina lly la nding in jail at Minot, North Dakota
las t July for carrying concealed weapons. There he
suffered "a change of heart" possibly due to a dis
lik e for being punished as an appreh ended deserter
from the a rmy. "Olin B. Anderson had writte n him
a letter whil e he was at J efferson Barracks." But
when the letter wa s produced, it was shown to be an
innocent note signed C. ' V. And erson, now in jail at
Wi ch ita , Kansas, while Olin B. Anderson could not
he ident ified as his old fr iend.

Like snow in summer 's sun, his fabricate d story
faded away under the heat of Vanderveer's inquisi
tion. As an orphan boy he ha d stolen some th ing and
sp ent several years in Wlsconsln'a refor m school;
was farmed out to a ra nch er who starved a nd beat
him so badly he ran aw ay- back to the reforma tory.
He had stole n- bu t as an 1. W. W ., he did not "steal
and she lte r himself behind the union" as Va nderveer
aske d-c-t'Oh , no. I was conscripting the wealth of
the master. "

VA NDERVEER : " If you sa w a man's watch in
his pocket whe re yo u though t you could get it , would
you conscript it?"

Answer : It all depends.
Q. What ?
A. If I could get away with it I probably would.
Q . Did you ever hear any defendan t in this case

advise anybody not to register ?
A. I don't recollect any.
Delvin g into w ermke's past-"a dog's life for

two years ," as he said , Vanderveer examined h is ex
per iences as a migratory worker in the woods and
harvest field s. As to cond itions in lumber camps
Van derveer asked : .

Q. W hat kind of bathrooms do they ha ve ?
A. There is no such thing in existence.
Q . How do you bathe ?

•
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A. Any t ime you bat he is when you can find a
washpan of water somewhe re , or q uit your jo b a nd
go to town to cle an up.

Q . In the harvest fields, or harvest work , rathe r ,
where do t he men sleep ?

A. They usua lly slee p in t he ba rns and out
buildings or under the rig . Some fa nners f ur nish a
tent; some f urnished a lousy bunk -wagon.

Q. Did you, after about five yea rs of that, find
, yourself develop ing a feeli ng of fr te ndl lne ss toward
t he fa rmers and lu mber camp men ?

A. You don 't mean f r iendliness, do yo u ?
Q. Well . d o I or d on't 1'!
A. My feeling was very antago nist ic to the ca pi-

t a list class.
Q . You became very bitter, did yuu ?
A. Yes.
Asked if he ha d st udied t he I. W . \V. prin ciples

and literat ure, Wermke replied , " 1 studied them,
yes, sir:'

Q . So among them did you st udy the report of
the Industrial Rel ations Comm iss ion ?

A. I did.
Q . What ?
A. I did .
Q . In t ha t rep ort you fo und that th e Commission

appointed by t he President of the Unite d States ha d
said t hat every th in g you discovered abou t the ind us
trial cond it ions was true. did you ?

A. Yes. sir .
Q. And t hat t he workers we re being ex p loited

and robbed by their employ ers? W hat ?
A. Yes, I read that .
Q . And that most of them were not paid en ough

to live on ?
A. I rea d t hat .
Q . An d that a few peopl e in t his coun try own ed

most everyt hing in it; two per cent of t hem ow ned
over t wo-thirds of the property ? You saw that in
there ?
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A. Yes, sir .
Q . It increased your bitterness; is that ri gh t ?
A. Well, my attit ude to them was the sa me as

it wa s whe n I was working for th e st a te of Wi sconsin
as a chattel slave . I had tha t sa me fee ling born right
in me.

Q. Now, ca n you tell me any one t hing that ha s
a more definite tenden cy and a more direct tendency
in develop ing your hatred of this system and your

I employers than the government's own report that

I you read ?
A. Well, I was a wa re of t hose conditio ns before

If read that report. '
Q. Let me as k you if you over heard the expr es

slon-c-va fair day's work for a fair day's pay?"
A. I have heard t ha t .
Q. Did you ever hear the othe r one-"a bu m

day's work for a bum day's pay ?"
A. I have heard th at , to o.
Q . That is wh a t is meant by sa botage, isn't it ?

! A. That means the slow-dow n system of sabot
age.

I
While the witness strove va in ly to conceal his

agit ati on and while Ne be ker , seated d irectly in front
of w ermk e lea ned forwa rd in silent intimidation ,
Vanderveer cut into the ca uses of Wermke's "change
of heart" which brought h im into the Chicago court
room as a witn ess for the prosecution . Vanderveer.
hurling his quest ions like hand grena des across
t hirty feet of space between hi m and the cowering
witness cast dismay into the opposition as h e spra ng
the denouement-

Q . You did not change beca use you were afraid?
A. Because I was afraid?
Q. You had nothing to be afraid of?
A . Not hing whatever.
Q . You did not j oin the army because you were

afraid?
A. I did not.

,
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Q . You di d not ? Do you tell your f riend. t he
truth?

A. Som etimes I d o-c-someti mes I do not.
Q . Do you know Aleck Mulberg?
A. Al eck Mulberg?
Q . Aleck Mulberg ?
A. I do.
Q. You wrote h im a let t er on J an uary 21, 19 18 ?
A. I did .
Q . Did you tell Aleck anythi ng that was not true

in there ?
A. The lint part of it was lies in reference to

the army.
Vanderveer then introduced a nd read to the jury

t he lette r fo llo wing :
Camp Gre ene, Charlotte, N. C.

J anu ar)' 21st., 19 18.
Mr, Aleck Mulberg,

Dear "rj('nd :-
I hope ) ' OU will be pleased to hea r from me.
I j oined the arm )' last Sf'pte mber, bec ause eventually it

had t o come Or 1 ...ould be fou nd out and it .... s not m,. des ire
10 m.rtyr ....ysrl( to • Ir nn of imprisonment. So I j oin ed under
the name of "'r ank Wood , all ) ' OU kn ow me , lor) ' real name
will be fo und at the dose of thill letter,

In the govern ment ra ids the)' found that Fr an k Wood was
• drserlrr f rom Ihe .rmy and BmonK other things a radical 0 1'

I. v,' , \\", a nd horrors be it , he ..... a n or l'.ni..rr. So I .... s
th ro...n in a I'u. rdhouse in solila'" confinement for n_rl,. •
month . I j oined in Colorado, in 1916, and -t. ,.ed Iwo d. ,.s
Ih. 1 tim e. I am . ... in cookin~ (or the First Battery, known
lUI Battery A. I hear the)' arrested all me mbers in San Pedro.
I have been unabl e to secure an )' lite ra tu re la tely, a nd don' t
kno w an y of th e events occu rring through the arrest of Bill
Hayw ood.

If pcsaible I want ) ' OU to pos t me on th-e th ings . Also,
get m e some papers, the Industria l Worker or Solidari ty and
wrap the m insi de a Los Ange les or San Pedr o pa per. Th ey
ecm etim es tear th e wrapping a little to see what papee it is.

"'------.._.,•••••__._--------'--------
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n~ PI.thburl' Pr~.. , t . te. t hat I w., will in e t o .ppe. r
. ...;.... H. ywood. Thai .. ridi~ .. lou,. I was wi lling t o tet'ti fy
at I he trial" to bri ne out th e wrongs su ffer ed b)' t he poor peo
ple a nd the worke rs f r om the eapitaflst. class. Th~y decli ...d 10
.cc~pt m~. In Ih~ in.~.l ie' l io.. Ih~y w,nl~d m~ 10 writ~ •
sldcmenl of • .dit ion ,., i..al t he I. W. W . a nd myself . I ~ould

nol d o SO.nd l old t h~m t o send me t o Le a.e nw or lh. Thl" ) ' r e
leased m e at; soon at; I demand ed Im pr iso nm ent. I ...a n l y ou to
I~ I th . boys know th d I a m st ill ;n th e !!lame.

Your fr iend f or Induetj-ial Fr-eedom and Democr acy,
F RA r\ K W EItMKE . former ly F RANK WOOD.

" Tha t's a ll," sa id Va nderveer in d ecielve tones,
and Wermke, a lias Wood, slunk from th e court roo m
and van ishe d into ignoble history.
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6iCONSPIRACY" is a peculiar charge provable
by establish ing "a sta te of mind ," an d th is
latter may be adduced by most a ny sort of

test imony. So it is not surprising that what we co n
sider irrelevant evidence in th e effort to prove the I.
W. W. me n guilty of ha ving "a state of mind" is ad
mitted in the ir t rial. Wha t a defendant's wife to ld
a neighbor over th e backya rd fence two years ago;
the fact that the I. W . W. was born in 1905, signifi
ca ntly preceding the San Francisco earthquake and
fire, are fac ts "competent a nd material" in fixing
the crime of "conspiracy" up on the defendants on
t r ial.

This explai ns the otherwise stra nge cond uct of I
the prosecution in brin g ing scores of witnesses
tho usands of miles-not to pro ve that I. W. W. men I
actua lly did anything-but to state on the witness
st a nd that " it was commonl y rumored as being ge n
erally known that someone ha d heard it sa id that I
some alleged I. \V. W.' s ha d bee n acc used of burn
ing something." This is al most unbe lievable, but it
is true. Considering the magnitude and importance
of the case the evidence seem s a bsurd to us. The
only poi nts possible to han g a conspiracy cha rge
upon ye t introdu ced are some written and ora l ut
te rances opposing wa r as a n inst it ution a nd in ge n
eral, a lso resolutions passed by two or thr ee isolated
un ion branches before conscr iption became a fact,
stating an ethical objection to it. At the time scores
of A. F. of L. local s were doing the same, but-the
I. W. W. is on trial and "anything goe s." Stories of
"violence and destruction" dissolve into rumors and
hearsay in the atmosphe re of cross-examinat ion as
shown by the proceedings in the ear ly days of June.

S2
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HI GHLIGHTS
Deputy Sheriff Cole of Colfax, Washington , to ld

how scores of threshing machines had burned. He
ha d never heard that both the State Agricultural
CoI1ege a nd the U. S. Departmen t of Af,tr iculture had
proven that the smut in wh ea t ex ploded by elec tric
sparks from gea rings was the (,8li5C. Only lone con
viction had eve r been obtained for this offense, th at
of a ha lf-breed Indian, not an I . W. W., who had
signed a confession un der d uress . " You knew he
was an In dian, didn't you? " asked Va nderv eer.
" \Vell," said the deputy, " I kn ew he was some sort
of a fore igner: '

On June 3rd , 1918, cor respondence of Vincent
S1. J ohn, da ting bac k to 1908, was read . In rega rd
to a Socialist paper wh ose ed ito r advocat ed armed
organization of the workers, St . J ohn wrote in 1914 :
" It is as fool ish to suppose that t he working c11UlS
can com pete ,vith the milita ry organizations of ca pi
talism as to fan cy that th e wor kers can succeed
by competition wi th capitalists in industrial produ c
tio n: ' Here, also, it was revealed in a letter from
Haywood to SL J ohn, dated in Janu ary, 1916, th at
t he Department of Justice was "Investigating" the
1. W. W.-Iong before America ente red the wa r.

On J un e 3rd a number of characters from the
coppe r ca mps of Arizona were exhibite d. " You a re
what is commonl y known a s a 'gunman' ?" as ked
Vanderveer of one. " I am ," proud ly stated the wit
ness. Ma ny of these gunmen were se nt back to Ari z
ona without having testified. Readers may g uess the
reason from the following bits of testimony :

E. T. Ussh er from Mia mi, Ari zona, after de nying
he was a g unman, was forced to exh ibit a stra nge
combina t ion of suspe nders and pistol bolster-the
holst er being, as he said, "a part of his dress , with
out which he would lose b is pants: ' Defense ettor
ney Cleary questioned Ussher a bout breaking up a n
I. W. W. dance last March. Ussher replied , " The
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discontinuation of that dance was incidenta l. What
we did was to atop the de fense subscr iptions that
those people were making:'

Q . The defense subscriptions?
A. Yes. They were collecting money for some

defense fund; we broke that up.
Q. Did you have warrants for the arrests?
A. No .
Q. Were they break ing the law ?
A. Yes, that is my interpretation of it.
Q. That the collection of funds for the purpose

of defending men in jail was a breach of the peace?
A. We B, some of them are proven enemies of t he

government an d the collection of funds for their de 
fense or comfort is cer ta inly a id ing and giving com
fort to th e enemies of the United States.

Q . Te ll me the names of the men th is de fense
fund was to defend.

A. I cannot do th at.
Q . Well , how do you know then that they had

been proven enemies of the government?
A. Because their ca rd said for the defense o f

men now incarcerated in j ail s of the United States.
"V. B. Clegg, Miami gunman. under cross-exam

inat ion by Va nderveer :
Q. I a m asking if you understand what a strike. ,

IS.
A. Yes, 1 understand.
Q. It is a cont roversy between two people?
A. Well , that was ; yes, a strike uaua lty is.
Q . Did it ever occ ur to you that eit he r one might

be wrong?
A. I cou ld not see where they (the 1. W. W.)

were r igh t.
Q . You kn ew that they were mining copper for

eight or nine cents a pound a nd selling it to the gov
ernment for 23th cents?

A. 1 kn ew the government had fixed that price
and had ask ed the peo ple not to strike .
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Q . You knew that the workers there were strik
ing for more wages, di dn't you?

A. Yes.
Q . And you thought it was unpatriotic under the

circumstances?
A. I sure d id.
Q . You called it an I. W. W. strike?
A. No, we didn't ca ll t he Western Federationists'

a strike at all . The I. W. W.-
Q. That wa s a n imitation, was it ; t he I . W. W .

were right a bout it ---calling the Western Federa
tionists' no strike a t a ll ?

A. No, I don't t h ink they ha d any right to say
tha t. .

H. K. Peterson, another Miami "gunman," under
fire by Vanderveer:

Q. We re you ever employed as one of the
guards?

A. I was.
Q . Gunman? You know what I mean by a gun

man ?
A. Define it .
Q . ' Veil , I will define it for you: A gunm a n is a

man sometimes with a reputat ion for using a gun ;
usuall y handy and quick with a g un, who is brought
into a strike zone for the pu rpose of bu llying or de
porting or abusing working people.

A. I was not .
Peterson became " sassy" when asked why he

did not a rrest seditious sp eakers at the st r ike meet
ings instead of merely " reporting them to superior
officers."

Q . Is that the way you always did out West?
What did yo u carry a gun for ?

A. To shoot blackbirds.
Q. Did you report that to your superior officers?
A. No, sir ; beca use I never shot an)'.
Peterson saidr J ulio Blanco made a seditio us

spee ch and advocated government co ntrol of the
mines.
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Q . Didn't you lik e the idea of the govern ment
tak ing over t he mines?

A. I didn't like the idea of those speeches.
Q . Answer the q uestion-you a re not in Arizona

now. I a sked you if you liked th e idea of the gov
ernment taking over the mine s?

A. I did not .
Q . You be lieve in profiteering. don ' t you?
A. I do not.
Q . You believe in letting the cop per companies

do that? In fa ct. you believe in helping them do it ,
don' t you?

A. It is none of m y business wh at they do. if I
ge t-

Q . If you get a j ob an d get your pay check?
A. If I get remuneration, it does not make a ny

di fference wha t you or a nybody else makes.
Va nderveer elicite d some in formation as to con

ditions in the Californ ia fruit ind ustry an d Judge
La ndis ma de a n eminently fair r uling while Antonio
Cerutti of the California Packers' Corporation was
being questioned upon possib le reasons for the de
fend a nt Paren ti ca ll ing a government strike me d i
ator " a help er for the vam pires."

Q . How long do you work your men in the can
neries ?

A. Well , we haven't got any hours. We work till
we get through.

Q . You wor k till yo u get through-daylight or
da rk ?

A. Sometimes.
Q . An d when they do n' t work they ma ke noth

ing and the rest of the time they ma ke 25 cents
a n ho ur? .

A. Yes. sir.
Q. And you worked them sometimes fro m day

light to da rk ?
A. Yes. ten, twelve, or thirteen hours.
Q . You are very considerate of your employes.

aren' t you?
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:KEBEKER: I obj ect, if the court please, as im
mater ia l and irreleva nt . (After a sharp tilt between
counsel in which Nebeker sa id Parenti 's reference to
" vampires" was highly disloy al) .

JUDGE LANDIS : Now I am just putting this
question: Suppose it was a bad mess the re, that the
can nery compan ies were in a sit uat ion of unjustly
treating their men and a ll that would go with that ;
would that have any bear ing upon Parenti's state of
he art ? Objection overruled.

Regarding a speech made by Peter McEvoy at
San J ose, George A. Wil son testi fied, " I heard him
say that the Presiden t of the United States wa s a
h ireling of ' Va ll Street."

VANDERVEER: Th at was not the first time you
ha ve heard such rem arks, is it?

A. I don't quite understand the question.
Q. I say that was not the first time you h eard

it suggested that Wall Street electe d the president,
was it ?

A. No, I have heard it in years previous.
Q. You have heard it in every campaign speech

you eve r listened to, on one s ide or the other , didn't
you ?

A. Yes, sir, I have.
Q. Did you hear him talk about the craft form

of organization?
A. Well , I heard him compa re the 1. W. W. with

the ordinary labor uni ons.
Q. He expla ine d how foo lish it was for men to

organize in d ifferent unions so that they would com
pete with ea ch other ?

A. Yes, sir.
Q . SO that wh en some of them went on st rike

others could not ?
A. Yes, s ir .
Q. And that the object of a str ike is to mak e the

boss come to terms?
A. Yes, sir.
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Q. And if yo u were a ll in one un ion you could
do that by a ll striking together ?

A. Yes, si r .
Q. Did you ever hear h im say a nyth ing in de-

fe nse of the Kaise r ?
A. No, sir .
Q . He did not believe in war , very evidently ?
A. Well , no, according to hi s speech.
Q. Just that the people who go t us into war , the

Ka iser and the Kin g of Eng la nd, or whoever it was,
sh ould fight it out for themselves ?

A. Yes, sir , that is what he said .
Q . An d you don't think that is a good idea ?
A. ] don't think so.
H. Thorwaldson , Sher iff at Fresn o, California ,

tried to con nect the 1. W . W . with " lots of fires," yet,
un der cross-examinat ion it shrun k to four fire s of un
known origin. That the Ca lifornia Raisin Growe rs '
T rust had hired firebugs was the information Van
de rveer finally forced 'I'horwaldson to disgorge.

Q. No w, what other kinds of cussedness went on
do wn in yo ur valley ot he r than these fo ur fires ?

A. Other than fire s?
J UD GE LANDIS : (testil y) Killings , suicides,

rape or any t hi ng. Tell us a ll a bout it .
Here th e witness sta ll ed until closely pressed,

when he said , "Oh, yes, 1 rem ember now. There was
another fire , t he one yo u mean." There were four
boys that se t this fire to these ra isin trays. The Ca li
fo rnia Ra isin Association was organiz ing and get
ting signe rs to j oin their associat ion, and there was
a man that owned these raisin t rays that was re
luctant to join, and these boys conce ived the idea
they were very enthuaiaatic for the aaaociation-they
would do a little sabotage them selves. So they set
fire to those trays and were convicted of it, and the
California Ra isin Association sa id that as long as
these boys did t h is erroneoua ac t-c- Mr. Gr iffin said ,
"I fee l in duty bo und to pay the man for his loss ."
(A loss of $8 ,000.00.)
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It was witness Geo. H . Hudson of Fresno, who
earned a " dist inguished se rv ice" medal. All last
summer he wa s not pai d for h is de tective wo rk, yet
he wa s a better detect ive than all of the government's
regular officers who raided the hall . For d id he
not "find things" th ey could not ? Indeed, ' ti s so !
H e " found" a bottle of emery dust ; he "found" a
cup of copper nail s, too ; and othe r things ! " Are
yo u," said Vanderv eer in sarcast ic to nes , " the officia l
finder for your town ?" H udson cast a dark infere nce
abo ut a p laning mill fire but had to admit t hat the
origin of it was a mystery and as easily a ttr ib utable
to a nythi ng or a nbody as to the 1. W. 'Y., whose hall
was close by, Vand erveer dri vin g h ome t he iss ue:

Q . You had no purpose, of course, in stati ng to
t he j ury that it was almo st a cross f rom th e 1. W. ' V.
hall , had you? (1\0 res po nse.)

Q . Do you kno w anyt hi ng a bout 'what st arted
t hat fire?

A. No, si r, I don ' t.
Q . Do you knovv of any reason why you should

come into th is court and testify about it a t a ll ?
A. Beca use it started at a n unseemly hour of

night.
Q . Do you bla me all the fires that start a t night

on the 1. W. ' V. ?
A. At times, I do, yes, si r .
Altho ug h not an officer of a ny ki nd, H udson had

arrested an 1. W. W. la st su mm er fo r a dv ising ra is in
pick ers in front of the sta te employment b urea u to
de ma nd 5 cents a tray instead of the proffered 3 1j;!
cents.

VANDERVEER: You did n' t ap prove of that, did
yo u ?

A . No, 3lf2 cents-
Q . 3lf2 cents is quite enoug h fo r t hem, isn't it?
A. It is, yes.
Q . So you cut it ?
A. I had noth ing to say r ight a t th e time.
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Q. You had nothing to do with ru nning that em
pl oym ent office , d id ~"ou ?

A. Not a bit.
Q. You had nothing to d o with hiring those men,

did you ?
A. No, sir .
Q . It v....as non e of your business whether they

go t 31f2 or 10 cents a tray, wa s it?
A. No, s ir .
Q . You thought they ought to go out anyway ?
A. I didn't think anything about it . I didn't hav e

anything to say wi th him until he got too raw with
it a nd I had the pa trol wago n come a nd piek him up.

Q. Did you prosecute him ?
A. No sir , we re leased hi m.
Q. 'Vhat d id you pick h im up for?
A. To get h im away from there, to kill t he agita-

tion aro und th e bureau.
Q. Did he go back th ere ?
A. The next d ay, he di d, yes, si r .
Q. Did you pick him up again?
A. No, sir.
Q. Why not ?
A. Why, he kept his mouth sh ut.
Q . That was all you wanted, was it , to keep his

mouth sh ut?
A. To ke ep t he agitat ion d own, yes, sir .
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THE great tr ia l moved swif tly alo ng during the
seco nd week of June. Much uninteresting cor
resp ondence was read an d for hours at a time

most of the defenda nts an d part of the jury were
wrapt in profound sl umber. "Not poppy, nor ma n
dragora , liar a ll the drowsy syr ups of the world"
co uld out-opiate this soporific "evide nce ."

Sleep is undeniably swee t, but there we re Inter
esting interruptions by witnesses-38 in number d ur
ing the perio d from June 8th to 15th incl usive. Of
this sum , 6 were "straw bosses" of lumber camps, 6
were federal specia l agents, 13 were state or muni
cipa l police officers, 4 were company man agers or
em ploying farmers, 5 were scabs, 1 was a "stool
pigeon" and 3 unimportant "outsiders ." The I, w.
W. is proud of its enemies.

Man y of the Minnesota witnesses did not testify
at all as Vanderveer had brought out , from those
who did, the fact that man y Finnish workers who
had not registered for the draft acted under mis
taken advice from the Russian cons ul at Chicago
who told them they were exempt from serv ice here
as they were exempt in Russia for years past by the
Tsar's order.

Cross-examina t ion of J ohn Kenny of the Depart
ment of Justice, statio ned at Duluth, Minn esota, dis
closed a suspicious ha rm ony between Kenny and
Steel Trust officials. Ken ny 's contract with J ames
Gilday, an L W. W. organizer in the Mesah a Miners'
strike in 1916, an d lat er suspected of being a labor
spy , was investigated by Vanderveer.

Q . Were you ever con nec ted wi th a dete ctive
agency?

A. No, sir .
Q. You say that you have never written J a mes

Gilday a letter about h is expenses as a detective ?
41
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A. I never ha ve. (V anderveer here sec ure d
sa mples of Kenny's signature for later reference.)

Q . At the time yo u interviewed him in 1916, did
yo u do it a s a private citiz en or as a representative
of the Dep artment of Justice?

A. It was a s a citi ze n representing a gentleman
from the east by the name of O'Blennes.

Q. Who was this man O'Bl ennes?
A. He is ch ief of the labor de partment of th e

Carnegie Steel Company at Pittsb urgh.
Q . Connected with th e Steel Trust?
A. Yes, s ir .
Q . He wrote you, did he , to have Gilday cease h is

activities in the strike ?
A. He d id not write to me. He ta lked to me .
Q . Did th is occur in your office at Duluth ?
A. Yes, s ir .
Q. I presume you were paid for you r work?
A. Yes, sir.
Q . ' Vas it beca use you were connected with th e

Department of Justice that he came to you ?
A. I think not. -
Q. Did O'Blennes go with you when you talked

to Gilday ?
A. No, sir .
Q . Did he pretend to know Gilday ?
A. Pretended to know his father.
Q . Did he explain wh y he d idn't do this person

ally for his father, rather than have you do it ?
A. I don't think he di d, no.
Q. W a s it e ver m entioned to you that Gilda y' s

father wa s connected with a detective agency?
A. No, sir. I w as told his fathe r w a s a labor

leader in Pennsylvania .
Q. Connecte d with the United Mine Workers of

Am erica?
A. I wa s not told that ; just told he was a labor

lea der.
The witness th en explained how soft-hearted and

ge nero us the Carnegie Steel Compa ny was towards
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this " I. W. \V. agitator." He said, "O'B lennes came
to my office and sa id he was a represen tati ve of the
Car negie Steel Compa ny an d that Gilday, whose
father wa s a prominent labor lea der in Pen nsylva nia,
was und er arrest, in custody at the co unty jail in
Duluth ; that Gilda y had a mother, I think he said,
or a sister wh o was very sick a nd abo ut to die at his
home, and that O'Blennes would like very much to
have me go a nd see Gilday and ask him to r eturn, to
with raw from the I. W. W. acti vities and ret urn to
h is home befo re his mother should die. He said he
was doing this on account of Gilda y's folks , and I
went and talked to Gild ay at the jail."

Q. Had he come clea r from the east to do th is ?
. A. I don' t kn ow. 1 ass umed he was up there in

connection with the str ike.
L. S. McKay, a typi cal "Simo n Legree" of the

harvest fields, after te lling how vas t numbers of t he
I. W. ' V. had thr own bolts into h is thresher and es
caped de te ction, was bro ugh t to earth by Vander
veer and landed with that " dull, sicken ing th ud" as
may be observed from the follo wing:

Q. You would not have an I. 'V. W. a ro und ?
A. No, sir.
Q . Wh at was the trouble about ?
A. weu. they would not wor k.
Q . What do you mean , they would not work

har d, or they v..'auld not work fa st, or th ey wo uld not
work goo d?

A. Well, they would do neither.
Q. They would not do a ny? How long d id you

work ?
A. I ' vorked reasonable hours , the custom of the

country.
Q . What is that ? How long ?
WITNESS : (a ppealing to Land is) Do I need to

answer that, Judge ?
ATTORNEY P ORTER : That's all r ight. An swer

th e qu estion.
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VANDERVEER : Are you a sh amed to a nswer ?
How long did you work ?

A. 1 went to wor k at 4 o'cloc k in the morning.
Q. When did you quit work ?
A. 1 quit work at 8 o' cloc k in the evening.
Q. Sixte en hours ! Do you ca lJ that reasonable?
A. Now, look here-
Q. No,l do not want to argue it with you. 1 am

here to ask you questions an d you are here to an swer
them. You call that re asonabl e, do you?

A. Yes, sir. It is the custom of the country .
Q . And if it was the custom to work 20 or 22

hours, wo uld you do it ?
A. 1 would work, yes, as the custom.
Q. What would you expect those fe llows to do

in those t wo hours that you were not ' vorking them ?
Just waste- j ust waste that two hours ?

(No answer. )
Asked how hot it was in the wheat fields of whit

ma n County, Washington, acc ording to t he therm om
ete r, McKay sa id, "I don't know. It ' vould run up
until you coul d not r ead it ."

Q . And that is wh ere your men were working?
A. They do not take the temperature out in the

sun.
Q. No, but you take the wheat out in the sun,

don't you ?
A. Yes.
McKay admitted he used a busive la ngua ge to

his men when they comp la ined-and discharged
them besides-and Vanderveer exploded.

Q . Now, suppose one of your men would give
you a pu nch on the j aw, you would have understo od
that , would you not ?

A. I might ha ve.
Q. But throwing a bolt in the threshing machine

you could not understand , working the men 16 hou rs
a day in the hot sun and then talking that way to
them.
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A. The sun don't shine all day.
J . A. McBride was t he lone stool-p igeon witness

of the wee k. He had to be lead by Porter on direct
examination , but at th at he could only re call that
someone in the I. 'V. W. Hall at Ab erdeen, Wash
ington, had made some " sed itious remarks" which
he " couldn ' t rememb er very well." what he did ,
how he did it and his character is shown by h is ow n
words. He j oined the I. W. W. at Ab erdeen on July
16th, 1917. whil e the lumber str ike was on.

VANDERVEER: Were you ever a membe r of a
union except the I. W. \V. ?

A. I wa s a member of the I. L: A. No.2, New
York, about 1902 .

Q . Were yo u a stool pigeon then ?
A. No, sir.
McBride sa id he ha d joined t he Nava l Militia in

January , 1917, but wa s excused wh en calle d for
service, because he had seven ch ildre n and bad
teet h.

Q. Why had you en te re d th e service in January ?
A. I thought th ere was a chance to see service

if war was declared.
Q . In sp ite of th e seven ch ildren?
A. Yes, s ir .
JUDGE LANDIS : Did you cla im exemptio n be

ca use of the seven ch ildren?
A. I did not, I did not.
LANDIS: Who was the docto r wh o examined

you?
A. I don't remember.
LANDIS: When was that examination?
A. I don't remember the particular date, you r

Honor.
LANDIS: (sarcastic) Can you give me the year?
A. Yes, sir, 191 7.
LANDIS: \ \that month ?
A. That I don 't remember.
LANDIS : 'Veil, when were you d ischarged ?
A. I don' t remember the date now, your Honor.
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LA NDIS: Give me the mont h.
A. I could n't do that, even.
Landis looks d isgusted , t hen tells Vanderveer to

"go ahea d."
Q. How long after your d ischarge did you be

come a n investiga tor ?
A. Almost at once .
Q . And tha t, you say, was arrange d by a man

who was a d eputy she r iff? .
A. At t ha t time, yes, sir.
Q . Did yo u kno w at the time he first spoke to

you a nd that yO U went to work that you were work- .
ing for the Lumbermen 's Associati on?

A. I presume so, I was hi red to get information
about the str ike.

Q . And you reported to this man ?
A. Nearly every d ay, yes, sir.
Q . Did the 1. \V. W. tell yo u the Lu mb er Trust

was ex p loiting the workers ?
A. 1 have heard t he m claim that.
Q . You did n't believe it ?
A. I didn' t, no .
Q. Did any of them explain to yo u that the Lum

ber Trust has sto len its timber land ?
A. They d id not.
Q. Did they tell yo u that the on ly chance work

ing men ha d was by st ick ing together for their com-
mon interests? .

A. They undoubtedly to ld me th at.
Q. Did you believe it?
A. I did.
Q . Why, then, did you go out to spy on them?

You a re a worki ngman, a re n't y eu ?
A. I am.
Holding up an app lica ti on for me mbe rsh ip in

t he I. W. W ., Vanderveer ask ed: Did you sign on e
Iike this?

A. I signed someth ing ; what it was, I don't re 
me mbe r.



Q. So far as you kn ow, you were signing a pledge
of loya lty ? .

A. I presume I was.
Q. And you did not intend to be loya l, did you f
A. I did not .
Q. An d when yo u got into the organ ization ) 'OU

immediately set about spying on its meeti ngs ?
A. I d id.
Q . And its members ?
A. I d id .
Q . You say at fi rs t you found some difficulty in

getting access to an inner circle?
A. I did.
Q. You found an inner circle ?
A. Yes, sir. I did.
Q. Apparently a well orga nized bunch inside?
A. Yes.
Q . Who were they ? Name the members.
A. I cannot name a ny of them.
Q . Who was the man yo u looked up when you

had difficulty about getting into their confidence ?
A. A man by the name of A. B. Miner.
Q. ' Vas he a stool-plgeon t
A. No, sir .
Q. A member ?
A. Yes , si r.
Q . You did not know him very well?
A. I have know n him five or six years.
Q. Who was it he introduced you to?
A. No one in particular.
Q. Told them you were a ll r ight?
A. He did.
Q. Which was not t ru e ?
A. Apparently not.
Q . You say you were pa id in cash?
A. Every week. yes. sir.
Q . Gold. silve r , paper or what?
A. Legal te nd er of the U. S.
Q . Well , you know silve r is the usua l payment
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for su ch se rvices a s you 'were rendering? You heard
how Judas was paid, d idn't you ?

:M R. PORTER: Oh, now-
MR. NEBEKER: If t he Court pl ease
VANDERVEER: 'That is all .
A ubiquitous young man was F . A. Thrasher of

Portland, Orego n, special age nt of the we ll known
Dep artment of Justice. He sw ore th at Harry Lloyd,
defendant, wh o is ove r draft age, had sa id he would
"resist conscri pt ion with his life's blood." This re
ma rk, so Thrash er swore, wa s spo ken May 17. 1917.
whil e he and other officers were "on a slacker case."
Vanderveer was astonish ed .

Q . A slacke r case on May, 17th, 1917 ?
A. A slacke r case.
Q. Yes ?
A. Yes, I say a slacke r case, a man that had not

registered, we call th em slac ke rs out there.
Thrasher was reminded that no one registered

previous to registration day on June 5th, 1917 .
C. N. Buffum, manager of the Panhandle Lumber

Company of Id aho, brought in a buste d handsaw for
the prosecution a nd some good testimony for the
defense. W ho or what broke the sa w did not appear
- t he testimony is given below. About last yea r 's
str ike .

Q. You were informed that the strike was for
the eight-ho ur day?

A. I was, afte r it was pulled.
Q. You kno v..· there had been a conve nt ion of

lumber workers held that spr ing in Spokane?
A. Yes, sir.
Q . At which demands ha d been formulated for

a n eigh t-hour day?
A. Yes, sir.
Q . You had men wh o were keeping you informed

of everything like that occurring in the I. W. W. con
ventio ns, didn't you ?

A . Yes, sir .
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Q. What did you do to adapt yourself to the de
mand wh ich you knew would be made ?

A. Nothing.
Q . Were you very deeply conce rned about filling

these government orders?
A. Yes, sir .
Q. Why th en d id you take no ste ps to a ver t a

strike (call ed June 20th , 1917,) of wh ich you had
warning ear ly in Ma rch?

A. Because we had no tro uble.
Q . Do yo u belong to a ny associat ion of lumb er

men ?
A. Yes.
Q. Wha t is the na me of it ?
A. The Western Pine Lumb erm en' s Association.
Q . How many of the mill men of eastern Wa sh-

ington and Idaho belong to it?
A. Practically a ll of them.
Q. Do you kn ow Dr. Carle ton Parker?
A. Yes. si r.
Q. A professor in the University of Washington,

a represen tative of the War Departmen t of the
Unite d State s?

A. Yes, sir.
Q . Have you met h im?
A. Yes, sir .
Q. He carne through washington and Id aho and

tal ked with you mill owners individually and me t
the representatives of your associatio n, didn' t he ?

A. Yes, sir .
Q. As a rep resentative of the Unite d States Gov

ernment?
A. Yes, sir .
Q . And urged you to concede the eight-hour

day?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. And told you that the War Department and

the President of the United States, th rough him,
aske d that of you?

A. Yes. sir.



Q . And you refused to do it ,
A. We granted the eight-hour day voluntarily.
Q. \Vhen ?
A. The firs t of J an ua ry, 1918.
Q . Parker was there in Sep tember, wasn't he?
A. Yes, sir ,
Q . And you d id not g rant it in October'!
A. No, sir.
Q , You did not grant it in November '?
No re sponse.
Q. You didn't gran t it in December?
No resp onse.
Q. You g ra n ted it when you found you could no t

run your mill a ny ot her w ay, d idn't you? DIDN'T
YOU ?

A. Yes.
Q . An d you have been ca lling the I. W. W. dis-

loyal ?
A. I have, yes, s ir .
Q . You ha ve. Did they ever call you disloya l ?
A. I don 't know.
Q. We re you at lib erty to grant the eight-hour

day in your plants w ithout consul ting the a ssocia t ion
of whic h you a rc a member'!

A , No, sir,
On June 14th a nd 15th the prosecut ion went back

to Butte ; Butte, t he myste r ious ; Butte, t he siniste r
contact po int of class con flict; Butte, t he great cop
pe r cam p-built on the ugly slopes of the " richest
h ill in the world"- the dark and bloody gro und so
r ich in the unuttera ble tragedy of Labor's serfdom
an d r ebelli ons.

A question or two of Van derveer's intimated, but
d id not reveal, som e possible disclo su res that may
later set th e nat ion agog with stor ies now hidden .
The situa t ion as varnished oyer by the prosecutio n
presented only a disj oint ed and semi-a musing jumb le
of a Sinn-Fe in circular, seven Irishmen an d a pa ir of
breeches. The circular was connected with the
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breech es a nd Porter was trying to put the breeches
on the I. W . ' V. when Va nde rveer halted t he witness
with the ob jec t ion : W ait, wa it. Th e trou sers spe a k
for themse lves, your Honor. Landis : Yes, t he
breeches wou ld speak.

PORTER : Do yo u know whatever beca me of
them?

\VITKE&S: They were int rod uced in the Federal
Cour t of Montana as evidence in another matter. I
understood that t he Judge-

LAKDIS : Th e J udge is not wear ing t hem?
A. 1 hardly th in k so.
The t rouse rs t estimony was th us drop pe d. About

t he a nti-draft circula r Vanderveer put a pregnan t
ques tion to t he United States Marshal of Montana
by inq uir ing if that ottic ia l knew that 1\11'. Roh n,
Presid ent of t he Ko rth Butte :\1ining Company and
another man , a German named Von Pohl , had some
connec tio ns wit h t he famous circula r . The mars hal
didn ' t know, neither d id he know why the Montana
district attorney should concea l such things from
h im a nd f rom t he Ch icago prosecutors.

An other query of sig nificance put b y Vanderveer
to Patrick Howe, a Butte policeman:

Q. Do you know a man named Morrisey , ca ptain
of detectives in Butte?

A. Yes, sir .
Q . Do you know he took a twenty-day la y -off on

the morning of August 2n d because h e h a d scratches
on hia face?

Nebeker' s obj ection to t h is q uestion was sus
ta ined by the court.

" For lack of evid ence !"-J. J . Keena n, Stanley
Dcmbickt and J ulio Blanco have been released. This
leaves 10!) on trial.
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THE third week of June opened with the promise
of a spe edy passing, 8 S th e prosecution ha d an
nounced a purpose to close their case by \Vednes

day. the 19th. With the closing of the prosecution 's
side in view, the interest became heightened. 8S all
looked for "surpr ises" a nd expected som e t remend
ous broadsides at the finish . It was a real disappoint
ment when nothing of th e kind occurred, 'when no
climax came, and everything merely fizzled out like
a bad fir e cracker.

Comparatively few witnesses appeared, the most
imp ortant ones taking the stand Monday, the 17th.
To illustrate wh et was left of them after Vander
veer's gri lling , let us pick at ra nd om from the rec
ord, let us exa mine the testimony of Elto n Watkins,
special a gent of the Department of Justice, sta
tioned at Portland, Oregon, a nd sent from there last
July to the lumber strike district at Astoria, Oregon.

On dir ect examination Watkins tol d of his She r
lockia n methods with some pride. He didn't go
to Astoria to se ttle th e st r ike , to ascertain the
cause, or to confer with both sides. He d id talk
with the bosses ; he did ask the postmaster who
the I. W. 'V. sec re tary was; a nd he did spy upon
the strike rs ' meetings through a crack in a partition
to hear what A. E . Soper, th en secretary, now a de
fenda nt, sa id in speeches.

Vanderveer : Did you ma ke a ny effort to gain
access to those meetings by the regula r door pro
vided for that purpose?

A. No.
Q. You wanted to be sure that nobody would

be warned of your presence an d thereby be guarded
in their talks ? You wan ted to hear what they said
among themselves, didn't yo u ?

A. Indeed I d id.
Q . Didn't Mr. Soper say that violence was a sign

of wea kness? When people became industrially
impotent they became violent?

52
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A. I don't remember, but h e did say that was
the method of the A. F . of L.

Q. You did not hear anything abou t the war.
did you?

A . 1\0. I don't recall a nyt hing.
Q. Nor a ny th ing about consc r iption?
A. No .
Q . You say Mr. Sope r exp laine d "direct act ion. "

Do you rem ember h is exp la nation of it?
A. The way I remember, "direct a ction " was in

presenting t heir demands or grievances directly to
the fe llow who owned the pl ace.

Q. And if they co uld not a dj ust it , f orce it by
strike?

A. Yes.
Q . Or by industri al met hods?
A. Yes.
Q . Did Mr. Soper or a nyone else a t the meet.

ings a dvocate th e driving of spikes in logs or the
breaking of saws?

A. 1\0, I ne ver heard that .
"That is a ll," said Vanderveer .
Th e prosecution tried hard to make this " spik es

in logs" theo ry stick, but to no avail. Two knives
broken from a rotary pl aner machine we re made
muc h fUSB ove r, Nebeke r tender ly fondling t hem in
ostentat ious d isplay before the j urors, as he exam
ined a witness on " d irect ." These pl a ner knives
were brought from a mill a t Al oha, Washington, by
a mill s uper inte nden t, Mr. Frank Milward, who
kne w the knives we re broken, but did not kno w
what the cause was, or who , if anyone, was re
sponsible ; ye t , of course, te st ifying tha t it "must
have been the 1. W. W:'

Va nderveer : Did you eve r see a spi ke knot (a
natural growth) in spr uce ?

A. Yes, considerable.
Q . Did you ever see it break a planer knife?
A . Yes.
Q . Very often?
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A. Yes, q uite ofte n.
One might comme nt here how unfortunate it

was t hat th e I. W. W. did not exist in George w ash
ington's boyh ood . else he might have respond ed to
the quest ion of wh o cut the cherry tree by saying,
" Fa t her , I can not tell a lie ; the I. ' V. ' V. d id it ."

But Vanderveer was not t hro ug h with Mr. Mil
ward, and while the hundred defen dants lea ned for
ward in h ushe d expectancy, the littl e lawyer w ith
t he fighti ng jaw la unch ed an a ttack th at carried the
prosecution off its feet a nd caused Nebeker to go
white a nd red by turns. uncovering in a few min 
utes t he depravity of our opposers.

Va nderve er : You eay you are t he superint end
ent of the Aloha Lumber Com pany'.'

A. I a m. yes,
Q . That is loca ted between Aberd een and Mo

clips. WashIngton ?
A. Yes.
Q . W here were you on t he 2 0t h da~v of May,

191 8 ?
A. ' Veil , I could ma ke a pretty cl ose guess.
Q . Where were you on t he 20th day of last

mo nt h?
A. I would make t he same guess.
Q. You were at Aloha, W ash ington ?
A. That is the best of my know ledge.
Q. How far do you say you r plant is from the

J oe Creek Shingle Company ?
A. Two and a half miles, proba bly.
Q . Do you know the fore man of the J oe Creek

Com pa ny, Mr. Camp be ll ?
A. I kn ow Mr. Ca mpbell, yes, we ll.
Q . I want to a sk you whet her, on the 20th of

la st mont h-your name is Frank , isn't it ?
A. Yes , sir.
Q . Mr. Camp bell came to you and told ) 'O U th a t

a certain man who had former ly been em plo ye d in
their mill had qu it wo rk th ere ; t ha t t hey wa nted
hi m to st ay .a nd he wo uld not-just that muc h ?
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A. I remember a conversation something of that
kind .

Q . And whether t ha t ma n did not corne to
Aloha 7 Wa sn ' t he se nt down t here to get b is pay,
ostensibly?

A. ] don ' t know a nyt hing a bout that .
Q . H e came down th ere ?
A. I S8\V-

Q . And yo u and some other ge ntlemen took him
and locked h im in a ca r fro m a bout 8 o'clock in the
morning until abou t noon?

A. Well. you wish th en , pro bably, to make me
instrumental in that , other th an j ust being a spec
ta tor ?

Q. Oh , I a m trying to find out we re you t here ?
A. I sa w it transacted.
Q. And t he n you a nd some ~Id iera t ook th e man

out a bout noon- tarr -;d a nd fea thered him. didn't
you!

A. ] saw it do ne .
Q . You had nothing to do with it?
A. W ell , no; no more than being a spectator . I

neve r la id hands on the man or put any tar on t he
ma n.

Q . Did you say anything to the men to e n c o ura g e
them?

A. I don't know if I d id in particular.
Q . Did you say a nyth ing to diKOur a l'e them ? ...
A . No.
Q . W ha t ?
A. I sa id I did noth ing to discourage t he m.
Q. Noth ing to discoura ge them. although some

of t hem were your em ployes?
A. They we re all .
Q . Excep t t he soldiers ?
A . The sold ie rs we re a lso my em p lo ye..
Q. The sold iers were also your employes? You

did n' t orde r them to stop that ?
A. No, s ir.



Q. You thought he was an I. \V. \V., but was not;
isn't that a fact ?

A. How do you know about that?
Q. Well, didn't you?
A. I think he probably was.
Q . Is that the reason you tarred and feathered

him ?
Nebeker: 1 object, if the Court please. The wit

ness ha s not said he tarred a nd feathered him.
Landis : Objection sustaine d.
Vanderveer : Well, is that the rea son you

watched the others tar a nd feather him ?
A. Put that as one reason .
Q. You approve of what that crowd did to that

fellow, did you?
A. Well , you claim I did.
Q. Well , did you ?
A. I did not disapprove.
Q . You believe in that way of handling things,

don't you ?
Witness: (to the Court) Would I be compe lled

to an sw er a qu estion of that nature?
Landis: Yes.
Witness : Well , I don't beli eve the man got any-

thing he did not deserve.
Q. Well, then , you beli eve that is a ll right?
A. In that particular instance.
Q. You made a nice, loyal citizen of that man,

of courae?
Nebeker: I object, a s not proper.
Landis: Objection overruled.
Q. You mad e a good, loyal citizen of that man ?
A. I don't kn ow anything about that man.
Q . You made him dearly love the sold iers? You

made him love the flag and everything , didn't you ?
A. I don't know wh at he loved.
Nor was this the end of Milw ard's discomfiture.

On being recalled to the stand next morning, June
18, and a ft er finishing with questions from counsel,
Judge Landis took a notion to do som e investigating
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on his own a ccount a nd, wa iving aside the anxious
obj ections of Nebeker, he spoke to th e now worried
lumber boss : "J ust a moment. Sit down. You men
t ioned a figu re of $33 a thousa nd in talk ing about
lumber, d id n't you ?"

A. I ha ven ' t any recollection.
Vanderveer : I did , Your Honor.
Land is: Was it spruce or fir ?
A. Spruce.
Q . When was this price of $33 in forc e ?
A. Your Honor, I don't like to go back into the

things; it has gone up; I think in 191 6 we got a bout
that mu ch for sp ruce.

Q . For aeroplane construction ?
A. Yes.
Q . What do you say it is now '!
A. Spruce has went up in price, if you will let

me exp lain ; we are getting a n average today of
abo ut $75 a thousa nd.

Va nd erveer : You said $90 yesterday .
Land is: What I wa nt to know is wh at happened

to your spruce to ma ke it worth $90 today, where it
was worth $33 two years ag o.

After mu ch evasion which vexed His Honor the
witness fina lly had a happy th ought. A. Well,~ogs
cost two and a half t imes as much.

Q . W hy is that '!
A. ' Vhy , I only know th at the increased cost of

production-
Q. We ll, now, teJl me what that is '!
A. We ll , la bor is double in price.
After muc h verbal stumb ling , Milward state d

that labor p reviously was paid $2 for ten hours and
now cost $4.00 for eight hours.

Q . Now, whe n was this $4.00 for eight hours
fixed ?

A. I do not like to tell you the date. because r
have forgotten it.

Q . Well , abo ut when was it ?



A. This spr ing (1918) ; cannot t hat be taken
from t he record ? I don't remember.

Q . Well , if you don' t know-you were there ;
can 't yo u tell wit hin t h irty days of it . when ) ' OU we nt
on the eig ht hour sh ift ?

A. I would say it was abo ut t he first of April,
I!H8, after t he I. W. W. strike on the job.

La ndis : All r ight . Anybody any q uestions?
Vanderveer : And for your specifica tion spruce

yo u get $ 105.00 a nd $11 0.00 a t housand, don't you ?
A. W e do. .
Tw o or three sla nt-headed persons \.... ho had

sca bbed d uri ng t he lumb er st rike we re broug ht in
to tell their misfortunes. Said misfortunes consisted
of exceptionally itching"underwear, not iced after re
fu sa l to participate in wal k-outs made by the whole
cre ws, non uni on men as well as I. ' v. \ \T. cre ws.
Nebeker contended it was a powder called "cow
itc h ," while Vand erveer s uggested that the bunk
house vermin had merely concentrated up on the
scab because he was the on ly victim remai ning a fte r
the wal k-out . A nyway. the scabs didn't know posl
t ivety what the cause was, so th e trial for "se
d it ious conspiracy" went merrily on and t he story
of the pro-Ge rman lice is a matter histor-ians a nd
solemn j udges may review and ponder OH r.

It wa s on June 19, at 4 :50 p. m., after a long day
of reading I. W. 'V. argum ents against "military ism "
(which is t he way both Ne beker a nd Por ter pro
nounce it) , t hat Nebe ke r turned to La ndis a nd cr ied,
" Your Honor , t he government rests." Th e jurors
were told to spend t he foll owing day as th ey pleased,
as t hey would not be needed, a nd co urt a djourned
until 1: 15 p. m. th e next day, whe n counse l for de
fense was expected to ma ke moti ons for d ismissals.

At the appointed hour on t he 20th of June, the
defen da nts being prese nt, Va nderveer made a mo
tion for dismissal in toto. "Overruled," sa id Judg e
Landis. The prosecution " non-suited" eight defe nd-
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a nts and t hey we re released . Tardy j ustice was
t hus afforde d Roger Culver, Har r ison Ha ight , W. E.
Mattingly, Otto J ust h, A. Rodrigu ez , J oseph Laukis
Paul P ika and Wa lter Reed er.

Vand erv eer moved t he complete dismissal of
eighteen mor e.

" Over ruled ," said J udge Landis .
Next, Va nd erveer offered a motion to d ismiss t he

th ird a nd fou rth co unts agai nst some sixty d efend
ants, be ing th e "anti-c onscr iption" counts, an d t he
contentio n made t hat no test imony connected them
with such a charge.

"Overruled," said Judge La ndis.
Vand erveer fought over some ind ividua l cases.

" w hat has Ben Fletc her eve r been shown to ha ve
done," sa id he, "except that he got ma rr ied and
wrote in for h is week's wages ?"

"Over ruled," said La ndis.
" Whatever Char les Ashleigh might have done

last yea r , not one word of evidence is b rought 10
sho w it , and Your Honor knows as little about i t
as of t he Angel Gabriel ," sa id Vande rveer.

" Ove rr uled," sa id Land is.
Anoth er q ues tion fought over was Va nderveer's

moti on to exp unge from t he record certain so-called
"disloyal" acts and utterances unde r claim that t hey
were acts of ind ivid ua ls and not in furtherance of
any possible consp iracy.

" These ac ts ," sa id Landis, in overruling t he mo
tion , " a lt hough not cr iminal in the mse lves nor ap
parently carried out by plan, ma y tend to show a
state of mind, and, t he re fore , are a dmissible as evi
den ce to be considere d by the jury."

In comme nt Va nderveer said : " If th is t heo ry
holds, nobody is sa fe, a nd I, fo r one, want to take
to th e woods."

Va nderveer read a judicia l decision to t he effe ct
th at "c onnection must be proved, and not assumed,"
cont in uing, "and Mr. Ne be ker mu st prove his the ory
that when Haywood says ' no' he means 'y es,' as he
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has asserted; the liberty of these defendants ca n
not be left to the guesswork of cou nsel. This is the
law !" he sho uted.

"Overruled," sa id Landis.
The wr ite r is beginn ing to wonder if th e I. W. W,

are the only ones that may be accused of ..dis..re
spect for the la w,"

There are now 101 defendants. Friday, June
2 1, Pietro Nigra was sick and no court was he ld.
Th e day following Albert Prash ner sent down a doc
tor's certificate declaring illness, a nd further action
was again delayed until Monday, June 24.



Vanderveer's Opening Address.

TJl E Fed era l Building at Chicago squats its low
massive bulk of grey st one, like a m isplac ed
feu da l castle. in the ve ry heart of t he famous

" Loo p Dist ri ct." For block s aroun d. sto ry piled upon
story. gigantic sky-sc rapers th r ust th e ir sharp angles
into t he clouds. Now a nd again fogs creep in f ro m
th e great inland sea blotting out fo r a time th ose
ug'ly walls wherewit h man seeks to sh ut out heaven.
Almost unnoticed here, t he sun rise s out of th e lake
and passes over the zenith t o lose itself in t he pall
of smok e o'erha ngi ng the West Side factory district.
But a lways, dar a nd night , winter a nd summer. the
a ir vibrates wit h the th robbing r umble of t raffic. In
a voice of continuous t h und er th e God of Busin ess
cr ies but one word- "Gold ! Gold !-"

It is Tu esday m orning, June 25th . After fo ur
days of delay-s-four days f illed with ru mo rs , argu
ments in open court with d efenda nts absent, con
ferences be h ind closed doors, etc., a ll end ing with
Judge Landis' s ig nificant ruli ng aga ins t t he defense's
a sserted intent ion to int rod uce t he Indust r ial Rel a
ti ons Commlesio n Repor t- th e grea t t ri al proceeded .

" Hear ye ! Hear yel" Ba ng a voice back of the
bench . The bi g room held an air of h ushed ex pect
ancy. But t here co uld be no silence. Through the
open window s ca me t he roar of t he city ; the smooth
voice of George F. Vand erveer, beginning the open
ing statement for t he defense, sca rce rose above t he
t umult:

"Th is case is unusual. It is supposed to be a
case against William D. Har wood , J ames P. Thomp
so n, J ohn F088, a nd a grea t number of ot her men
whom you never heard of before, but-it is a charge

6 1
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of 'conspi racy' wh erein the pro secution claims the se
defendants have conspired to viola te certain laws
of the United Sta tes and for which a llege d crime th e
prosecut ion here purposes to send t hese defenda nt s
to pr ison. Yet in reality, it is th e pu rpose of t he
prosecution to d est roy t he organization with wh ich
t hese men are connected and to break the idea l fo r
which t he ir organizat ion stands.

"You a re to ld th at t h is case is of great importance
to the nation ; yet it Involves more than the na tio n
it involves the wh ole social order. There are five
cou nts in t he ind ictmen t which recit es numero us
'overt acts' supposedly committed in furtherance of
t he 'co nsp iracy;' one of these acts is the circu lation
of t he Preamble of t he I. ' V. W. Constitution ; an
ot her an editor ia l in an issue of Solidari ty ent itled
'We are Dissatisfied' - the latter pl ainly sta ting
that 'the present indu st ri al sys tem is usel ess a nd we
mea n to destroy it .' It is the f unction of the de fense
to ex pla in th is to you. We want yo u to notic e es
peciall y that the purpose of t his organizati on is not
to dest roy govern ment but to control industry-two
th ings which oug ht to be separate.

" It is ma nife stly impossibl e for me, gentl emen,
wit hin t he lim it of t ime allotted to me to attem pt it
- to t ell yo u a ll that t he se h undred or more def end
a nts have sa id or done, and all that t hey have had in
t heir minds.

" They class ify themselves, however, into two
classes. Some ha ve had some thi ng to do with st rikes
- not unlawf ul as such-and wh ich become unlaw
fu l on ly whe n ac compa nied by a certain sinister, un
lawful p urpose which is attributed to t hem in these
va ri ous counts of the indictment.

"Some of these men. nza in , ha ve had IlO direct con
nection with any strike , but t hey have eng age d du r
ing t he period of su pposed cons piracy in organizi ng
men on various jobs-or have gone out as lecturers,
or have carr ied th e gos pel of t he organi zation in
wh atever mariner to the workers.
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" I am not clear, in my own mind, upon what
theory co unse l seeks to hold here men who have
ha d not hing to do with st r ikes, men who ha ve had
noth ing to do wit h war a ctivities. It may be cou nsel's
co ntent ion that their activities as memb ers becam e
unla wful by r ea son of t he un lawful characte r of the
organizatio n. Again the q uestion whe t he r or not it
is lawful or unla wful in its charac te r must be d e
t ennined by its purpose.

"Now, in eve ry issu e of Solidar ity , about which
you have hea rd a great deal here- on t he top of the
front page yo u will lind t hese words-c-Ed ucat lon-c
Organizat ion-Emancipation.' w hat do t hey mea n ?
w hat do they mean sta nding a lone or taken in con
nection with ot her th ings which you will find sta ted
as par t of t he ph ilosophy of the organizati on?

" For inst ance, what do they mean in connecti on
with the statement that t he two classes in our so
ciety ha ve nothing in common, the wor king class and
t he employing class?

" I want to st a te to you what these men have said,
wha t t hey have d one, a nd what their intention has
been in do ing t hese th ings.

" His Honor has struck out my reference to the
Industrial Relations Commission Report . I do not
wa nt to rep eat . You will re member- how t he vast
maj ority of our common -laborers in t he basic ind us
t rie s from which this organ ization recru its its mem
bersh ip , are unabl e to earn t he barest living for
themselves and th eir families . It has been t he f unc
t ion of t hese men to tell these facts to the working
people, in order t hat , un dersta nd ing t he ir condit ions,
and the causes of their conditio ns , they may more
intelligently and efficien tly go out and find a nd appl y
t he remedy. It is a sa d commentary on our system
t hat 79 per cent . of t he hea ds of our working class
fam ilies a re utterl y unable to sup port t heir families
and to ed ucate t heir children on a plane of chi c
decen cy. Nobody can right the wrongs of t he past.
All we ca n do is to concern ourse lves withthe f ut ure
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and prevent, if possibl e, further development and
growth of a system wh ich br ings these th ings about.

" One h und red per pent. of ra ilroad workers are em
pl oyed by co rporations; ninety per cent. of all work
ers in mines are employe d by corporat ions; seventy
five per cent. of a ll workers in othe r indust rie s are
lik ewise employed by corporat ions. What is t he
purpose a nd method by which corporat ions, once
organized, get together a nd blend t he mselves by
a syste m of interl ocking directorates or what not ,
into a large ind ustria l un it kn own as a trust?

"We have reared up in our midst here a t re mend
ous indust r ia l fabric. W hen we look at i t somet imes
and contemplate the figu res which it represents, it
is ap palling. W e wonder what we are going to do.
Th e bigger the t hing t he more it mu st be fed , be
ca use you have got to feed it six per cent. or t en
per cent. or t we nty per cent. or t wenty-five per cent.
a year , otherwise it d isintegrates of itself .

"Anot her t h ing th at is sign ificant in connect ion
with this devel opment is the fa ct t hat t rusts whe n
formed, almost witho ut exception, go under the
ma nagemen t of fina nciers rather than bu siness men.
That makes fo r social waste. How fa r has that
gone? I want to mention this, a nd I want you to get
what it means beca use of its grea t soci a l importance.
The largest trust wh ich sta nds over t he m a ll is what
is kn own as t he Money Trust, comprised of three
rings ; one known as t he Morgan Gro up, which con
t ro ls $22,2 45,000,000 ; the Bake r or First Nat iona l
Ba nk Gro up, which cont rols $11,500,000,000 ; the
third, the Stillman, or Na tional City Bank Group
controls $11,000,000,000. This gigant ic combine
contro ls wealth to the equal of the total values of a ll
property in the states west of the Misslsslpp i, both
north a nd so uth . This colossal power dest roys in
itia tive , pigeonholes inventions and stifl es business
credit . You k now a nd I k now and these boys know
better than a nybody in the world that it has cor
r upted absolutely eve ry source of public informa-
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tion. You never get the trut h unless by accident .
We are going to prove that to you in this case; right
out of the mouths of some of these fellows who a re
sitting here and don't know how we are going to
do it .

" Finally. perhaps most important of all. you have
reared here a thing which is more powerful than
your governm ent itself; a thing whic h is the govern
ment-the invis ible government of your country ;
which every day determines how much you ea t, how
much you get for your work; what kind of schoo ling
your ch ildren get and how mu ch food; whethe r your
babies have proper medic a l attention ; a nother thing
- it has ab solutely destroyed bu siness ethics-busi
ness morals. A few yea rs ago when the Pure Food
Law wa s being considered , Doctor Wiley was told
'If you make us caJi things by their right names you
will ba nkrupt every food indu stry in the co untry,'

" How do these things affect the workers a nd the
future ofthe coming generations ? How affect prosti
tu tion ? We will prove to yo u how the present sys
tem gives a girl a chance ; th at four times as ma ny
babies in working class families die in infancy than
in th e families of the business and professiona l class.
And to wh at end is a ll th is? That a few. a me re
handful. should g row richer than a ny Croesu s ; that
they may ha ve a utos they haven't t ime to count; that
they may lavish luxuries upon their lap-dogs that
your babies and mine may never hope to have; that
they may giv e monkey dinners a nd dog weddings.

"All of us agree th is situation is not rig ht . But
counse l says. 'Your way is the wrong way, you must
Use political action.' Now, I never saw a gambler
but what wants to use his ov....n cards and make his
own rules. We have tried that game and Bull-Moosed
a while. We have tinkered with the tariff. We hav e
busted the t ru sts into little pieces. And how much
have we accomplished ? Why?

" I have told you a while ago that we have rea red
up a thing here bigger than we are, but that thing



Page Sixty-six

looks to me lik e a pyramid. It is to p-heavy. It is
ba la nce d on its little point and that little point is on
the bac k of Labor, and that is where the tap-roo t
goes through, wh ere it must get its dividends; and
that is t he point wh er e th e I. W . W. attacks it and
is going to bu st it. The minute you take the mil k
bottle away from this th ing, that minute it is goi ng
to look around for a livi ng elsewhe re. ' Vhy political
action? This thing was not reared by law. It grew
beca use some men by combining in trusts a nd cor
porations within ind ustry got power to ex ploit Labor.
An d it will q uit gro wing just as soon as Labor organ
izes a nd gets the power to stop its being ex ploited.
'But you use sabotage,' says coun sel. Yet out of the
thousa nds of lumber mills in Washington, he brings
only two which ha d saws brok en by something not
p roven a nd a few threshing mac hines out of hun
dre ds testi fied about here by 'witnesses. We will
bring witnesses-not the kind you have see n here,
I hope- but reputable fa rmers, who have been deal
ing with the I . W. W. for years in th e places best
organized by it , who will t ell yo u they never ha d
better wor kers than the I. W. W .

"A numb er of years ago the French Federation of
Labor end orsed sabotag e as a labor ta ctic and one
of its leaders, Emile Pouget, wrote a book about it .
lIe was not a n I . W. W. That book was translated
but not by a n 1. W. W., and was firs t publ ish ed by
B. 'W. Hupes in New York City, and ex hibite d every
where. You will find here in the Chicago Library '
five t ime s as mu ch literature on sab otage as we ever
saw, all open for reading. Courses of instructio n on
sabota ge an d direct action and everyth ing else a re
taugh t at Harvard, Princeton, Stanford an d in un i
ve rs it ies everywhe re. The 1. W . W. has sold these
books, partly for reven ue, partly because we believe
that ed ucatio n about anything, r ig ht or wrong, is a
good thing.

" In our confident ial literature dozens of times the
1. W. W . has argued and warned against violence.
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In 1912, at t he Seven th Convention, the General Exe
cut ive Boa rd re port upon that subject was pr inted
later into a book ca lled 'On The Firing Line.' No
body who reads that fairl y and honestl y can be in
an y doubt a bout our position on violence. Remember
that the I. W. W. was born out of the bloody Cripp le
Creek strike a nd if ever Labor learned a lesson on
the futility of viole nce it was there in Colorado.
' Why destroy a brother's product?' we ask. Some
where, counsel says, we advise workers to 'm ispl ace
a nut. ' When I conte mplate that in compa rison with
evidences of strike violence that are all abo ut you
in this city eve ry day-not I. W. W. violence- it is
hard to restrain the inclinatio n to laugh. Again- in
one of the Agricult ural Wo rkers". bu lletins is re
pr inted a circ ular letter sent out by some ban k to
fa rme rs telling them how the I . W. W. was burning
up everything somewhe re else and that letter ended
by saying, ' You can get insura nce for $4.00 a thou
sand from the Boyd Na t iona l Bank.' Far from de
st roying, we will show that last summer the I . W. W.
literall y saved the forests of western Monta na , north
ern Idah o a nd Wash ington from fire."

Speaking upon the 1917 Lumb er St rike, Vander
veer told how the A. F. of L. and the I. W. ' V. ha d
str uck side by side for the eight-ho ur day ; how he
ha d gone in person to Governo r Lister of w ash ington ,
a nd how that official had tried va inly to get the lum
ber barons to compromise on -a nine-hour day.

Coming to Butte and the industrial t yra nny
exerted bJ' the Anaconda Cop per Mining Company,
he sa id, "For yea rs there have existed in Butte co n
d it ions which have kept that camp in continua l tur- •
moil . The But te ope rators have wh at is known as the
'rustling card' syste m, an institution of which you
ha ve never heard an d may have some hesitation
about believing. You may be the best miner in the
world yet if you went to Butte you couldn't get a
job if you were a union ma n. You have to go to a
centra l burea u a nd go through an exa mination ; you
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are told to come back a ft er t hey look up your re
cord. If your record shows you are a goo d slave you
get a white ca rd which entitles you-not to a j ob
but to permission to hu nt a j ob up on t he hill. This
com pany ha s elected every senator , every governor
and everybody else . It has el ected mine inspectors
to investiga te safety cond it ions-aft er some Lady is
kille d.

" That is how things are run- a nd th ere had been
a strike-and they had their little mac hine guns out
on the hill; a nd the y ha d cowed and beaten a nd com
pelled Labor un til it stood it just as long as a h uman
being can stand that kind of a th ing a nd still ca ll
it self human." (V anderveer 's voice, vibrant with the
passion of his ca use , proceeded.) "On the 8th of
June, there was a fire , kn own as the Spec ulator Ftre,
and if you have ne ver seen a mine fire, wit h a ll that
it means, then I ca nnot picture it to you. No ma n
can picture it to you. It is a th ing that simp ly sur
passes description . The people who went to this
min e found th e gates lock ed and the property ba r
red. Wives and ch ildren could not go there to see
whether or not t he ir husba nds and fathers we re
burned t o death ." Pa using in a futile effort to re
press emotion, the voice went on in t rembling earn
es tness. "The women went up on that hill with all
the horrors in th eir hearts that previous exp eriences
had taugh t all mi ners ' wives; crying and weeping ;
and finally the bodi es came out ; and with the bodies
came the men who foun d t hem ! and with the men
who had foun d them came the damnable sto ry of
how it hap pen ed. Then these poor people we nt dow n
to the morgu e. They saw the bodies li ned up there,
175 of t hem; 68 of th em burned so black th ey we re
ne ve r identified - burned to a cr isp. Th ey were to ld
that underground, in order to prevent spread of fire
which might do some damage to property, they had
built conc rete bulkheads without a man hole . When
the fire occurred, the men sou ght she lt er in under
ground exits into othe r mines , but they encountere d



Page Sixty-nine

th ese bulkhea ds and there the bodies were found,
lit erally piled if: one charred heap, sacri fices to the
gre ed for gold. They say the 1. W. W. started a
st rike, but I te ll you the men in that camp, d riven to
frenzy by that thing, went out on the hill on the
11th of June and orga nized that union.

" Then there wa s an other str ike do wn in Arizo na .
On the 12th of J uly, in Bisbee, 1186 men were taken
at the point of ma chine guns-mind you, I say ma
chine g uns , mounte d on automobil es, and ta ken
down to the ball park , an d the re loaded into filt hy
cattle ca rs that were six inches deep in man ure ;
hauled out through a blister ing Arizona desert to a
pla ce calle d Herm an as, sh uffled bac k a nd forth be
tween there and Columbus, New Mexi co, whe re they
fina lly were taken in charge by U. S. 'troops. Some
thi ng lik e one-th ir d of those men held Liber ty Bonds,
hu ndreds more we re reg istered for the d raft. But
there was somebody in Bisbee wh o was better th an
the y, who said , 'They a re d isloyal. ' But a curio us
th ing happened on th at 12th day of J uly; eve ry man
approache d was a ske d, ' Will you go to work or be
deported l ' Did you ever know of such a method of
making men sell their labor at the othe r fellow's
price 1 W hil e all t h is was going on, wiv es a nd chil
dre n were left at home to starve- without money
witho ut food- witho ut a nything in the wor ld."

Nea ring conc lusion, Vanderveer said, " If patri ot
ism mean s to wave :'lags from the housetops a nd then
profiteer. t hen the L W. W. is unp atri ot ic. If pa triot
ism mean s that one must believe in war as the best
way of settling thi ngs-s-in who lesa le sla ughter of
inn oce nt people-is right, then agai n, I say the I.
W. W. for years has bee n in that sense unpatriot ic;
becau se the 1. W. W . has not believed a nd does not
believe in wa r."

Upon ham per ing war product ion , Va nderveer
ex plained tha t if a conspi ra cy reall y had ex isted
ma ny more industries would have been shut down
by the 1. W. W. "Secretary of Labor w tlson 'a repo rt
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for 1917 shows thousands of strikes," he sa id, "yet
the only ones the 1. \V. W. had anything to do with
were those I have talked to you about and for those
there existed ample aggravat ion and ample ca use,
the Lord knows.

" Fina lly," said Vanderveer, " I am going to sho w
you these men, becau se when you decide if they have
been guilt y of crime or not, you are deciding wh ether
or not they are criminals--and the fina l test of that
is the test of their manhood, and you are going to
see them unde r cross-examination by the most astute
counsel the governmen t could get. I want you to
ad op t a s a gu iding pr inciple the ideal expressed in a
book by William E. Stea d, a British writer who
visited Chicago some years ago a nd afterwards
wrote a book ca lled, 'If Chr ist ca me to Chica go.' I
'want you to consider wh at Chr ist , if he came to
Chicago and looked up on these men and the things
they have done and the motives that have moved
them, wou ld say : wh ether he would condemn or
whether he would approve ; and when you have con
sidered that, I want you to write that answer in your
verdict."

The voice died away. Up on the city's canyons
arose the forgotte n war of the tides of commerce.
Out ac ross the Dearborn Street chasm in the windows
of a sixth-floor sweat -shop the bent forms of women
kept up their monotonous motions ; hour after hour
they sit the re, sewing , sewing, se wing. '. . .

A moment's pau se- and Vanderveer raised h is
voice. " Ca ll James P. Thompson." The 1. W. W.
had begun its countercharge against Ca pitalism.



Defense Opens.

JAMES P. Thompson-"the rough-neck Isaiah" of
th e American proletaria t. t ook the stand as t he
fi rst witness fo r t he defense and for t wo days the

marble walls of a federal court echoed with the most
passionately terrible denunc iation of capitalism ever
heard in su ch dignifi ed surroundings.

Va nderveer's questions passed swiftly over
Th ompson's career as a worker from the time wh en
he beca me a mari ne fireman on the Great Lakes at
the age of 15 un til 1905, when he left t he 1. L. A.
wh ich be helped organize on the Chicago waterfront ,
to begin his Ion I( career as a lecturer for the I.W.W.

Landis sustained t he gove rnment's object ion to
th e introduction of the report of t he Ind ustr ial Re
lations Commission, but in Thompson's denia l of
ma king sed itious speec hes, he was a llowed under
the rules to show what h is speeches re ally were, and
in reprod ucing t hem on t he sta nd he rea d copiously
from the report the parts taken as texts for h is lec
tures gi ven to audien ces throughout the country. In
th is fash ion the indust rial background of the case
leaped into view and Thompson laid the philo
sophical and economic basis fo r the I . W, w.teatt ack
upon th e whole cap it alist regi me, Logica l in t he
facts and figu res cit ed to p rove h is content ion of the
class struggle and the unequal di st ributio n of
wealth; t ra g ic in his vivid portrayal of the suffer
ings and brutalities borne by t he workers and th eir
despera te a nd blood)' st ruggles on the battl elields of
Industry. Thompson broke do wn a nd tea rs coursed
down h is cheeks as he told of the st rike of hop-pick
ers on the Durst ra nch at Wheatla nd, Ca lifo rnia , in
1913. "Some day" he said , " when Labor's age-lon g
light for life a nd f reedom is ended, t hen will t he re
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;' be a monument raised over the graves of the W heat
I land ma rtyrs-s-and it will show the little wa te r-

"

carr ier boy and h is tin pail lying there on the gro und
mingling his blood with the wate r that he car r ied ,,

! and over him, in a postu re of defense, the brave
Porr o-Rica n with t he g un he had torn from the
cowardly hands ct t he murderers wh o had fired upon
a crowd of women and ch ildren:' Lawrence, Lud
low, Everett-the whole sto ry was to ld , with a gaunt
and terrible colorat ion of how t he worke rs live, labor
and die to feed the fortunes of great industrial
k ings. Scornfully turning to the prosecution he con
ti nued;

" The very peop le who a re abusing t he L \V. W.
today, if t hey had lived in the days of our fo refathers
would ha ve been lick ing t he boots of King George.
They would have sa id of the boys fighting barefooted
in t he snow a t Va lley Forge, 'Look at them ! They
haven't got a shoe to th eir feet and they are talking
a bout Liberty!' The people who are k nock ing the L
W. W. are t he sa me t ype who dragged William
Lloyd Garrison through t he streets of Boston with
a halter; who k illed Lovejoy and threvv' h is pr inting
press into the Mississippi River ; it is the same typ e
who murdered Frank Little J"

Nebeker rose to object, to be met with a hot re
joinde r , " I do not mean to be persona l," sa id Thomp
son. " Th is is wh at I sa id in my lect ures, but if t he
shoe fits-wear it:'

" The status of women as wage workers ," said
Thom pson, " is most important ; not only as t hey are
used by em ployers to scab upon the male worke rs ,
but beca use t heir low wages threaten the very
vitals of society with the ca ncer of prostit ution:'

Rea ding from t he report of the Ill inois Vice Com
mission, he cited statistics showing that t wo-thirds
to three-fo urths of women wage workers receive less
than $8. 00 a week, nearly one-half get $6.00 per
week; wh ile Marshall F ield , who employs women
and girl s at these figures, receives an income from
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their labor at the rate of $700.00 an bour. Thomp
son told of the sordid lives of th ese girls, wh o for
sa ke one necess ity for another necessity in trying to
live a life of normal decency until that hour when
virtue see ms a light p rice to pay for just a littl e
relief from the miseries of barren existe nce-for
only an hour in the sunsh ine to these little "flowers
that grow in the shade."

Citing the vast fortunes supposed to be th e re
wa rd of men with "mighty brains," Thompson pil
lori ed an anti-social morality which justifi es the use
of mental ability in ex ploiting la bor. "If your brain
is good you a re rich alre ady," he sa id , "but you a re
a mental prostitute whe n you use it as an instr ument
of plunder ." He Quoted Supre me ,Court J ustice
Brandies as saying that " America has an hereditary
aristo cracy of wealth which is foreign to Am erica n
idea ls and is menacing t o the nati on as a demo
cracy." " J ustice is denied , th e whole mach inery of
g-ove rn me nt is in the hands of employe rs and there is
one law fo r the rich and another for th e poor," sa id I
Th ompson, and quote d f rom a spee ch of William H. I
Taft wh erein the ex-Preside nt said : "We must keep I
th e Law and Just ice a little closer together in order
to j ust ify the Law." Commenting up on such condi
tions, Thompson cited the words of warning uttered
by Judge Cullen of New York : " There is da nger,"
said Judge Cullen, "real danger, that the peop le will
see with one swee ping glan ce ho w we la wyers in the
pay of preda tory wealth corrupt law at its fountain
head; that the furies may then break loose and all
Hell will ride on their wings."

Th ompson then elaborated up on the theory of
Industria l Unionism as a method used in purging the
social orde r of the evils of oligarchy and freeing the
political state f rom the corruption of ab solutism.
"As a n end," he said, " we want Indust r ial Dem ocra
cy; the indu stries sho uld be owned by the people,
operated by the people, for the peop le. Scientifi
ca lly organized labor is the only logical an d effi-
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j
cient force making for social progress; that is why
we I. W. W. organize Industrial Unions into One Big
Union-that is why we say we are 'building the New
Society within the she ll of the old! ..

It was laughable to see Nebeker upon cross-ex
• amination. Almo st the first question asked was,
, "Does your organization advocate 'fr ee love'l'"
{ Thompson replied, "No; for the same reason that
I most everybody does, we get married in the sa me
: wa y and try to be happy in the same wa y."

Q . Do you regard courts as being capitalist ic in
stit ut ions ?

A. Well , they are the courts of the dominant
class, yes. But no narrow interpretation; the laws
are made to reflect the interests of the dominant
class.

Q. Do you believe in violating laws that seem
to you and your organization to be bad?

A. I do not believe in violating a ny law- unless
it is an ext re me case. As a rule, we ought to obey
the laws an d take ste ps to cor rect se ntiment against
them.

Q . Now, what sor t of interference with ma
ch inery do you say would be sa botage ? Take for
example a ste am engine.

A. Yes, t a ke a stea m engine. If you could take
the drive wheels off of it a nd lay them over on a
fe nce, they would not be a ble to g o ahead until they
put them back on ; but if you broke the whee ls off,
that would not be sabotage.

Q. Suppose you left a nut loose on a machine
and it ca me off?

A. If it leads to destruction, you are destroying;
the act must not re sult in rendering it defective.

Q . Now, note this and see if you remember this
- (re ad ing from Pouget's Sabotage) "These inst ru
ments of production being our own property, we can
do with them whatever we best please. We can run
t hem for our own good , as we su rely will , but if we
1:\0 choose, we can a lso smash them to pieces:'
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A. Yes, I remember reading that. He does not
say that is sabotage, t hough .

Q. Your conception is, is it not, that ove r here on
one side are a ll of the wage workers of the United
States; over on t he other side a re a ll the cohorts of
Ca pita lism ?

A. That is very vague-t here is a la rge working
class a nd a n employing class whose interests a re dia 
met r ica lly opposite.

Q. Now, the purpose of your organization, I
assume. is to prevent anybody fr om the one side, that
is to say from the wage working side , getting ove r
into the other s ide, into the capit alist side ?

A. No , not at a ll .
Q . Has your organization ever .a ssistcd any

young m en in becoming independent and getting
over in to the capitalist class ?

A . Oh, ye s, many times . We a lways ten t hem
th a t if they wa nt to be inde pend ent t hey-have to get
hig h wages a nd g et them by join ing the un ion and
tak ing them.

Q. And if your org aniza t ion was successful in
getting all t hese men over int o that class, the organ
iza ti on would commit suicide, wou ldn't it ?

A . If we got them a ll over in that class, we wo uld
all have to go to work, and then we would h ave what
we want.
- Q. If yo u go t t h em a ll into t he ca p italistic class-

A. Im possibl e.
Q. - an d if they ceased to be wage workers and

beca me emp loye rs, they wo uld cease t o be members
of yo ur organization?

A. They wo uld have to employ themselves , t hen .
Q. what a bout churches in general? Do you

regard them as capitalistic institutions ?
A. ' Veil , ch urches ex ist ed long before capitalism

existed , so that wo uld be absurd.
Q . You do not care how unequally wea lth is dis

tr ib uted amo ngs t the capitalist class?

1



1
!,

P age Seventy -six

A. We look at it as a ll one great company-one
class.

Q . So that wh ether 2 per ce nt of th e ca pitalists
have 60 per cent of t he wealth of the capitalists,
from your standpoint , is not any worse than if 60 per
cent of the wealth was distributed uniformly among 
th e ca pitalist class ?

A. A ve ry great d ifference. It sh ows the te n-.
dency to center the wh ole ea rth in the hands of a
few ind ustr ial kings.

Q. If a member of the ca p italist class loses his
property and becomes a wage worker he becomes a
member of you r organization, doe sn't he ?

A. Elig ible to membership, yes.
Q . And in that way he stre ngthe ns your organ

ization ?
A. His interest becomes ours , he may not >

st re ng then 0\1r orga nization.
Q. It becomes a matter of interest to you to hav e 0

just as many of t he ca pitalist class deprived of their
property as possible ?

A. That is not a logical conclusio n unde r condi
ti ons tod ay. Every man crushed out from business
come s into the la bor ma rket in competition with us.

Q . Where d oes t he money come from that is
used to pay th is array of defendants here ?

A. It comes out of the poc kets of the boss. If '
the uni on becomes strong' enough , we ma ke t he boss
pay for it.

To poke f un at Nebeker's silly ques tions on " fr ee .
love," Vand erveer ope ned re-direct of Thompson as
foll ows :

Q. Mr. Thompson , does you r organiza tion be
lieve in marry ing old milli onaires to young actre sses ?

A. (Smiling ) Certa inly not.
Q. Does it believe in marrying young g ir ls to

debauched members of Eu ropean nobility?
A. It d oes not.
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Q . Does it belie ve in marrying the Astor fortune
to the Va nderbilt for tune ?

A. That is a good union for the ca pitalists, f rom
a fina ncia l stand point, but we do not believe in the
econ omic reason for ma rriage. \Ve believe in happy
marriage-a normal, na tural life.

Vand erveer followed the testimony of Thompson
with ext racts from literature pr inted or sold by the
I. W. W., rea din g at length from Ma ry Marcy's
"Shop Tal ks on Economics," to bring out the Marx
ia n theory of Val ue and the ana lysis of va lue , pric e
and profit. Reading al so from Austin Lewis' "Pro
letar ian and Pet it Bourge ois" and Vincent St.
John's "Industrial Unionism," Vanderveer set forth
the do mina nce of the unsk illed and the I. W. W .
idea of uni on structure. -

On Friday, June 28th. the courtroom grew cur
ious when a la rge easel an d cloth bl ackboa rd were
set up in place of the witness chair. Christensen
ca lled de fe ndant J . T. (Red) Doran as witness, and
" Red" la unched into a long a nd brillia nt illustrated
address upon the socia l st ructure, showing conclusiv
ely how it was based up on r obbery and degradati on
of the ma ny for the benefit of the few. Doran re
mained on the stand for cross-examination the next
morning. Nebeker, more angry than wise. co uld
only exhibit his persona l sp leen by such questio ns
as " Did you ever se ll patent me dicine on street cor
ners ?" and "How long since you d id any manual
la bor ?" On re-direct, Chr istensen sa rcas tically in
quire d of Dora n if he knew " how long sin ce Sammy
Gomp ers did a ny ma nual labor ?" which que stion
was, of co urse, "immater ial an d irrelevant" to Mr.
Nebeker a nd His Honor.

Doran was foll owed by defendan t Char les Ash
leigh , wh ose fine appearance an d clear cut expla na- \
t ion of the relative attribute s and comparativ e values
of political and industrial democracy attracte d
ma rked attention from the j ury. Nebeke r on cross
exa mination t ried to mak e a stand for labor leg fsle-
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tion as against "direct action:' On re-direct regard
ing this supposed efficacy of laws, Ashleigh stated
that " la bor laws are a lmost a lways but a rati fica
tion of action already taken by organized labor on
the j ob," and cited th e case of the Welsh coal min
ers and how the English Par liament had to bow t o
un ion rules. During Ash le igh's testimony Judge
Lan dis ruled against Vanderveer intro ducing Charles
Edward Russell's pamph let "Playing the Game, "
which shows how "labor politics" failed miserably

\

: in Australia . However, by some legal "hocus-pocus"
. Vanderv eer wa s reading this mater ial to the jury

five minutes later .
Out from a group of defendants ca me Charles R.

Griffi n of the Lumber 'Yorkers I. V ., No. 500, a huge
bulk of a ma n in a blue sh irt open at the collar, who
gave his home address as the Cook County J ail and
h is vocation as a "lumb er-jack or a pine-cat:' Gr if
fin, somew hat droll in manne r of ex press ion a nd
his lumb er-j ack vernacu lar, excited the interest of a U
his auditors. He went into the details of life in the
northwest woods and told in simple langu age of the
miserable life of the men who furnish the. world with
lumber. "Some camps" he said " have muzzle-load
ing bunks where the loggers have . to crawl into
p igeo n-ho le box beds ove r t he end board, these

: muzzle-loaders be ing built three t iers high," Landis
lent a curious ea r wh en Griffin to ld of how str ikers
ha d encountered " ha rd-boiled g unmen:' " What? "
asked Landis of Griffin, "what is a 'hard-bo iled gun
man'?" Griffin re plied, "That 's a gunman who beats
up on strikers without provocation:' adding apolo
getically, " I'm talking with the only la nguage 1 know,
your Honor." "That's a ll right:' sa id La ndis, sm il
ing, "1 precipitate d it; you didn't:'

The firs t witness not a defendant then appeared,
a nd gave his name as ' V. H. Mergaaon of Aberdeen,
Washington. He was on the St r ike Committee at
that place in the summer of 1917 and told ab out con-
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ditions in th e ca mps and how the 1. W. W. had im~
proved them by th e strike .

VA NDERVEER: What percenta ge of camps had
bathing fac ilit ies before the str ike ? I

A. About one-tenth of one per ce nt. '
Ma rgason sa id that wh en me n a re sca rce the food

becomes good. "Thirty-five per cent. of t he enti re
fo rce employe d in the lumber industry a re I. W. W ....
he sai d, " a nd nin ety-five per cent. of the I. 'V. \V.
membership a lso belong to t he Loyal Legion of Log
ge rs a nd Lumb ermen ."

Sam Scar lett . defen d ant, took the stand next. )
Ske tching his lif e' s h isto ry briefly, he told of his
bir th in Scotl and 33 years ago, of how he had se rved ,I

h is six years apprenticeship as a mac-hinist a nd afte r I

working for a time in Gre at Britain emigrating to ' \
Ca nada a nd then ce to th e United States. He str uck
with the Internation al Associati on of Ma chi nists
whe n called out in the great Harrima n Line Stri ke
in 1911, joining the I. W. 'V. that year afte r seeing
the failure of craft unionism illustrated in that str ike
and after listening to James P. Th ompson exp la in in
dustrial unionism on a st reet corner at Rcsevale,
Califo rn ia . 'with grap h ic and biting sarcasm Scar
lett ex pla ined how th e str ike was lost after three
tragic years of st ruggle by other crafts sca bbing on
th e shopmen and th e latter eve n scabbing on th em
se lves by rep airing Harrima n Lin e cars in th e sho ps
of a supposed ly compe t ing company. "Throughout
t hose years of suffer ing for the shcprnen these des
perate men with starving families fo ught on , en
co ura ge d now a nd again by a wire from Sa muel
Compere, the little English-Jew who st ill thinks
America is a British province ; and wh o had the gall
to keep saying "st ick toget her, boys" while no urish
ing his fat pa unc h with a sa lary of $720.00 a month,
at Washington, D. C. ~

Ne beker spent little time on Scar le tt; scmeth ing j
a s follows:

Q. Where is your home?



Pasre Ei~hty

A. Cook County Jail.
Q . Before that?
A. County J ail, Cleveland , Ohio.
Q. Before that?
A. City J ail, Akron. Ohio.
Q. Are you a cit izen?
A. No, sir.
Q. How long ha ve you been in this count ry ?
A. 14 years.
"That's a ll," said Nebeker. ev ide ntly having

ho pes of depor tation under t he new law regarding
aliens who are "revolutionary: '

Edward Hamil ton, defendant, the nex t on the
stand , on July 2nd, was a living testimo nial to the
fa ilure of cap italist society.

"I d o not know who was my mother or who was
my fat her. 1 wa s adopted out of an orphan asylum
when four or five years old by peopl e who treated
me wit h such extreme cruelty that I ra n away 'when
eleve n years old to dr ift about and find my way into
jails where I came in contact with t he foulest sexual
perverts"- is a sentence that should burn with
shame upon the consc iousness of t hose who raise t he
banne r of a pology for such a putrescent and eye
te mat ic debauchery of little ch ild re n. The 1. W. W.
came into his life, Ha mil ton ind ica ted, as a purifying
a nd elevating f orce and the only means wh ereby
the disin herit ed could seek and find some measure of
social justice.

J ohn 1\1. Foss, defendant, came to t he stand next
and told in h is simp le, qu iet wa y, the story of his
life as a worker. Low wages in civ il life ca used him
to be attracted to the regular a rmy, he sa id, where
he served six years and was honorab ly d ischarged,
there bei ng eigh t battles cred ite d to h is re cord in the
Ph iJlipp ine cam paigns. Fo ss to ld of going to Butte
afte r the Speculator fire . Ove r the objection of Ne
beker , Foss answe red Vand erveer's question as to
whether or not he had visited the Butte morgu e.
"Yes, sir:' he sa id , " when I first ca me into Butte,

I



P age Eighty-one

I 'wa lked up from the depot to the main part of town.
Going up one of the main streets, I noticed a big
crowd standing in fr ont of a lighted-up establish 
ment and I asked some of the peopl e passing by
'wh at is going on over there? ' ' Why,' they says,
'that is an undertaking establishme nt; the re are a
lot of dead miners laying in the re.' I says, 'Are you
allowed to go in ?' They says, 'Yes, anybody can go
in, the frien ds are a llowed to go in to see if they can
identify one another'-and I went in."

" Now, outside were a lot of men, miners, a lot of
women and children , lots of them were crying as I
walked in. I should judge 50 dead miners were lay
ing in the re , a nd I don't think there was a man over
35 years old among those dead miners. I went
thro ugh there and I looked. There -was one body
covered with a white sheet ; t he ma n in charge was
showing th is body to two othe r peopl e and I took
advantage of the sit uat ion. It ma de me sick to look
at it. From t he up per jaw down through the nec k
was a ll blown away; a nd the eyeballs were layin g
out on the cheek. That is the reas on they kept him
covered. Ove r on the other side of the place there
were about twenty other miners, young fe llows, a ll
burned an d charred; some of them ha d little black
specks on them like there was an explosion of some
kind. There were th ree bodies the re not cove red up .
The hands of these three miners were worn down
to. the second knuckle on their finge r s, the bone
stickibg out ; and they stated to me that those men
were found at the bulkh eads in the mine, whe re they
fought after being t rapped e nd t hey ha d clawed at
these bulkhea ds of concrete and had worn their
fingers down until only th e second joint was left.
And wh en I had looked around there I wa lked out
and when I walked out-I cried ."

F OSd finished his test imony on July 2nd, a nd wa s
Iollowe.d by E. F. Dore e, defend ant, who told of the
pe onage of the southern lumb er states-of " mill
towns a nd free towns"-of the brutal oppression of
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both "poor whites" and the poorer "blacks" in long
detail .

w. T. Nef , defendant, took the stand to testify.
Nef's chiefly important statement was that as sec
retary of the Marine Transport Workers I. U., No.
100 he knew that 12 miles of docks in Philadelphia
were controlled by the I. W. \V. ; besides ove r a thou
sand members "..-ho worked in the U. S. Na,,'"Y Yard,
there , handling chiefly munitions of war. Also he
stated that there were close to 5,000 seamen and
marine firemen members of the 1. \V. \V. plying out
of Atlantic ports. Nef was t'followed by Arch ie
Sinclair, defendant, wh o drolly de scribed how he
ha d been deported by a mob of business men from
his home at Bemidji, Minn esota , early last year.

On July 2nd , J ohn Avila, defendan t , a natura l
ized Portuguese, who ca me to America when 14 years
old to go to work in the eastern textile mills for
$2.45 a week, to ld of his near-murder at Franklin,
New J ersey, last August. While working in a barber
shop at this town, whic h is owned by a mining com
pany, he had casua lly spoken to some of the miners
who wished to organize about the I. W. \V. He was
ordered out of town, but while on the way to the
stat ion with his suitcase, he was picked up by the
chief of police in an a utomobile. The chief drove to
some of the business houses, pi cked up a few of the
" best citizens" and then , in broad day light, drove to
the edge of town, put a noose a bout his neck, threw
the rope's end over the limb of a tree and pulled hi m
clear of the ground. As he dangled, choking and
fighting for his life, with hand s shackled, one of the
officers of the la w kicked him in the testicles and he
lost consciousness. Evidentl y acting upon a tardy
fear of punishment, the brutes let him down and
he came to his se nses a few hours later in a cell.
Almost dy ing with agony , and covered with bl ood
that had gushed from his ears and mouth while
strangled by the noose, he was taken before a police
judge who is paymaster for the min ing company and
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sente nced to 90 days a t hard labor. He was held in
comm unica do but smuggled a note out and was later
released on a ppe a l to the Superior Court at Pater
son, New J ersey. Avila a lso exhibited t o the jury
th e brok en arm re ceived from the Massachusetts
milit ia in the La wrence Strike in 191 2. As Avil a had
done no work for the uni on during the period
covered by indictment, it seems clear that the on ly
reason he is on trial is that h e escaped b eing mur
dere d .

Next came J ohn Edenstrom, a n outside witness,
now chairma n of the Organization Committee of I.
u. No. 40 0. H e told of the union in the harve st
fields and how the commerci a l cliq ue h ad created
all the h ostility between th e workers and t he fa rm
ers . T he prosecution st arted a sma ll tempest w he n
Porter asked Eden st rom if h e ever got mail under
anot her name. Vand erveer shot Porter a question,
"Have yo u been opening his mail? " La nd is criticized
Van derveer for the "improper remark" to be met
with-c-t'Well, your H on or, it is a question prompted
by bitter exper ience." " Have you any ev ide nce of
this-s-ha ve yo u any such letters ?" asked Landis with
some heat. " Hun dre ds of them," sa id Vanderveer,
"tha t I can b ring before yo u: ' H is Honor quieted
down .

Morris Le vine of the Lu mber W orkers and James
Phillips of the Marine Transport 'Yorkers, both de
fenda nts, followed Eden strom on the stand .

A. S. Embree, presen t secreta ry of Metal Mine
Workers I. U., 1\0. 800 ap peared to tell t he sto ry of
the Arizona de porta t ions. Court adj ourned un til
aft e r the Fourth of July, the boys in j ail ce lebrati ng
Nationa l Ind ep enden ce Day by being lock ed in their
cells all th a t swe lter ing sum me r 's day. Embree re
sumed on the 5t h of July. Th e law of Arizona was
but the plaything of the Copper Trust, h e sa id , in
1!iving a long and exp licit account of h ow he and
] ]85 other men were deported from Bisbee by g un
men under direction of Sher iff Harry Wheel er a nd
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company officia ls. Embree was examined by Attor
ney W . B. Cleary, himself a deportee, a nd his story
of that memorable 12th of J uly, 1917, when all la w
was set aside in t he interest of ind ust r ia l a utocracy,
wa s backed by many photographs of th e deportees
and their deporte ra. On t he morning of that day five
men with r ifles cam e out of the office of Postmaster
Ba iley, and more guns came from the Y. M. C. A.,
Embree state d .

Of those deported , 40 per cen t. we re members of
the I. W. W., 25 per cent. were members of th e A. F.
of L. and 35 per cent. we re unorganized workers or
busin ess and professional me n. Fred Brown, state
organizer of the A. F. of L., was deported. Severa l
grocery men were deported; al so t he proprietors of
two restaurants with all their employees. Registered
men, 400 of them, were sent away and forbidden to
return, even for draft examina tion ; many holders of
Liberty Bonds, one a cash purchaser of $15,000 of
these bonds-everyone who would not bow to g un
man r ule and Copper Trust law-400 married men
with families d ragged from homes and sent into the
desert-

Vanderveer read to the j ury a letter sent by Em
bree to President W ilson from the deportee 's ca mp
at Columbus, New Mex ico. It set forth the fa cts and
cit ed severa l sections of t he United States Constitu
tion violated by the Coppe r Trust a nd Arizona of
ficials. Embree ask ed for legal redress. The re ply
he got wa s dated from Wash ington , D. C., September
29, 191 7, and was signed by William C. Fitts, Assist
a nt United States Attorney Gen eral. It sa id t hat the
Department of J ustice ha d looked into the matter
and could not see where there was any law broken!
An official O. K. to the Prussianization of ind ust ry.
Nebeker did no t t r ifle mu ch wit h Embree .

J oseph Ak in, an I. W. W. witness for defen se,
gave a clear sta tement of what t he union was wor th
to migratory workers. Ak in was one of t he many
beaten up at Aberdeen, South Dakota. He was fa].
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lowed by Meyer Friedk in , defendant. All the prose
cut ion has against Meye r is that he gathered sub
scripti ons for Solidarity d uring J uly, 1917.

An important witness was Frank Rogers, a Butte
miner, ap pearing on J uly 5th. He told of conditions
in the mines, of the "rustling ca rd" blacklist system,
of the strike a nd the independent mine rs ' union he
he lped to organize foll owing the Specula tor Fire.
An anti-draft circular charged to the I . W . W. was
issued by the Pearse-Connolly Club , he said, wh ich
also had planned the parade on June 5th to protest
aga inst war and conscr ipt ion.

Roger s spoke of Frank Littl e's funera l and told
how the funera l procession wa s five miles in length.
He referred to one man whose name .was called as
"one of the men who kill ed Little ." He ha d see n
Frank Little's body at the un derta ker 's.

VANDERVEER: Do you know a man who has
one han d cut off, and a hook where his hand ought
to be?

A. Yes, that is the famous gunman of the A. C.
M. Company.

Q. What is his name ?
A. Billy Oates.
Q. What kind of hook is this on his a rm?
A. We ll h is arm is cut off about here ( indicat

ing) and it is just like a baling hook that you use
in lift ing bales of hay ; noth ing but the wrist and a
hook on the end.

Q. Did you see th e back of Frank Little's neck?
What did yo u see there?

A. There wa s a bruise there as though this hook
had been st uck in there .

Q . A bruise or a hole ?
A. A sort of hole .
Nebeker here made an objection as " immate rial,

etc." The day's sess ion wa s adjourned just then and
Rogers took the stand the next morning-the 6th
of J uly. He pro ceeded over Nebeker's objection and
told how he had seen Billy Oates atta ck a miner's
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wife and threaten her wit h his terrible ho ok-hand.
J udge Landis here got intere st ed and took up the
witness-c-vDid you see t his personally?" Rogers an
swe red. "Yes. sir." Landis turning to the Clerk of
the Court said-"Issue forthwith subpoena for Wil
liam Oates of Butte, Montana."

A. L. Sugarman testified that he went to Hay
woo d last summer to try to get some ciruclars criti- .
cizing the Draft Act p r inted. Haywood had refu sed ,
he sta ted.

On J uly 6th, the defense scored heavily when i t
convicted the p rosecu tion of concealin g papers that
were sei zed because th ey were those favorable to
the defe nse . The concealing was proved, but of
course, the intent to dece ive was d en ied.

1
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I'"f'H:E second week of J uly was marke d with a rush
1 ~~ de fense testimony whic h practically carried

away the edifice built up by the prosecution,
placing the Department of Justice on the defensive
and setting Nebe ke r and Porter apologiz ing for cap
ita lis m.

On J uly 6th , however , t he inevitable turn-coat,
a shining someth ing a lways present in lab or cases,
came forth in the form of P eter Dailey, once Secre
tary at Kan sas City and for a short time chairm an of
th e Organization Committee of I. U. No. 400 at Min
neapolis. Whether fro m a brain sick with Syphilis
or from a sou l naturally craven, for seve ra l months
Da iley had gone a bout among his co-defendants with
a hang-dog air and shifty eyes. He had sent in his
card to Landis and asked to be a llowed to j oin the
army . Twice he ha d created a scene in court, once
throwing himself prone on the floor until hauled out,
once at roll call r ising to an nounce that his nam e
was not Pe te r Dailey but Ralph Dwyer-in a ll these
ways seeming to convinc e the prosecution that he
would be willing timb er for a frame-up. There be
ing noth ing he could t r uthfully "confess," his co
defendants piti ed rathe r than condemned him, as
there is some ques tion as to his sa nity. On Satu rday
as the boys filed out of court, Dail ey ap proached
Murdock, a n assistant to Nebeke r, and by pre-ar
rangement was ta ken to the prosecut or's office. Van
derveer sto pped them at the door and sp oke to
Da iley. " I do n't care what you do , Dail ey ," he said,
"only don' t p lead guilty: ' Evide ntly Vanderveer
did not fear that the poor, degenerated simpleton
could harm the case by a ny a dmission of fact , but,
to all who have obse rved Van derveer, he was pr oud
of " the boys"-his boys in a sense, a nd he was

87
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pained at the sight of a weakling among t hem.
Never in the h istory of American la bor has such a
group shown a more unbroken fighting front to its
foe s than here in Ch icago; no recrimina ti on, no
treachery.

When Dailey was brought back to t he j a il, he
was segregated from the others, but th e r umor got
about tha t he had signed a "confession" of fourteen
typewritten pages. What tha t will amount to has
yet to be seen when the re buttal begins.

How ever, the we ek t ha t fo ll owed com pensated
for the findi ng of any fly in t he ointment. It open ed
with the reading of the bulleti ns p ut out by t he inde
pendent m iners' union of Butte, which uni on h ad
p ulled the Butte st rike charged by the prosecuti on
to the I. 'V. W. These bulle tins, which had been
concea led by t he government and their exi stence de
nied , stated that the independent union wa s not
formed by t he I. ' V. W.; a lso they scored some
h eavy raps at t he Copper Tr ust and they gave t he
st ory of how Senator Myers of Montana was a con
fessed br ibe-ta ker, h ow Butte was over-run by gun
men from t he "6th floor" and h ow Frank Little
came t o be murdered. Congresswoman Jeannett e
Rankin was forb idden t o sp ea k in Butte.

Jacob Margolis , a Pittsburgh attorney, appeared
to testify as to the charact er of Scarlett's sp eec hes
there and to Andreytchine's rema rks a gainst the use
of violence.

John F. Doo ley, t he next witness, brought int o
court the st ory of h is lif e as a migratory worker. It
sh all speak for itself .

Defense Attorney Otto Christense n: How old arc
you?

A . 33 years old.
Q . Are you a member of th e I. W . w .?
A. Yes, Sir.
Q. How long ?
A. Since a year a go last January.
Q. What is your line of work?
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A. Well. as a general rule I am a sa ilor . but I
work ashore on ce in a while.

Q . Ash ore you are what is known as a mi
grato!")' ?

A. A migra to ry worker, yes, s ir .
Q . And will you expla in wha t yo u mean by

t hat?
A. Well, my understanding of it is a ma n that

goes f rom one j ob to another a nd condit ions are so
bad h e ca nnot sta y on a ny on e job a n)' length of
time.

Q. How long have ) ' OU been doing t hat kind of
migratory wo rk?

A. W hy, I had to go t o work when I was 13
yea rs old.

Q. Why? .
A. Well, my fa ther had seven of us to br ing up

a nd h e was getting pretty small wages, and we h ad
to get out and help ru stl e bread and but ter for the
rest-and my moth er had to take in washing to 'I
help.

Q . Is your father a live no w? I
A. Ko. I
Q . What happened to him?
A. He d ied , g etting up t o go to work one morn

ing in 1906.
Q. W hy did you join the I. W . W., Mr. Doolev t !

A. I was looking for a way to better my condl- \
ti ons in lif e, and naturally I looked into them a nd \
figure d out it was about the best t hi ng I could do.

Q . lIow did it happen you d idn't j oin with them
before?

A. Welt, I was brought up a Cat ho lic a nd I ha d
a relig ious prejudice aga inst them for a while-s-a lso
I un derstood. acco rd ing to the newspapers. before
I looked into it . that the)' favored destruction of \
property. l

Q. When yo u did join them and became ac- .
quainted with them. what did you find out about
those things?
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A. 'Veil, I fo und out they were not a nt i-religious
and did not believe in the destructi on of property.

Q. Do you kn ow what is meant by sabotage ?
A. I kn ow what I mean by it .
Q . Yes, wh at do you mean by it ?
A. ' Veil , I mean someth ing lik e the Italian ;

whe n th ey cut his pay, he cut a n inch off his shove l
- he witheld the product of h is labor power to beat
th e boss at his own game:

Q. Now, during the summe r of 1917, what were
you doing? .

A. Well , [ worked at construct ion work out of
Great Fall s, Montana, for a while, a nd then we went
out fighting fire out of El bow La ke .

Q . What do you mean by "we went out ?"
A. There were 185 went out of Great F all s to

gether, and of that 185 there were 20 that were not
L W. W.'s, t he rest we re .

Q. There were 20 who were not I. W. W.'s. How
a bout after the fire wa s over ?

A. They came down and took out ca rds.
Q. Do yo u know wh o it wa s sen t the ca ll in for

the government ; wh at man was in charge of that
d istr ict?

A. Well , Jim Gerard is Forest ry Supervisor. 1
think he sent t he ca ll in.

Q . Now, how was that gang of 185 men organ
ized for fire fighting purposes?

A. W hy, they were organized through 5 L 'W. W.
foremen and one fe llow who was not a n I . W. W.

Q. Who was in cha rge from the Fo restry Ser-
vice?

A. A fe llow na med Norman, an ex-army captain.
Q. How long were you fighting that fire?
A. W e were out eleven days a ltogether.
Q. What hours were you work ing?
A. Sometimes we left ca mp at 5 o'clock in the

morning a nd got back an ywhere fr om 8 to 10 P. 1\1
Q. Was the re any complaint on the pa rt of th e

men ab out the ho urs ?
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A. No complaint at all.
Q. Have yo u made any trips with cargoes of

supplies from the Pacific to the Atlantic ports?
A. I just finished up one 32-day trip the 4th

da y of June.
Q . From what port to what port?
A. From Seattle. Washington. to Newport News,

Virginia.
Q. what boat were you on ?
A. The steame r Bremerton.
Q. What kind of cargo?
A. Fl our.
Q. Any other members of the 1. W. W. on the

crew?
A. There were six of us in the fireroom. I don't

know how many were on deck.
Q. Now, did you pass through any submarine

zone ?
A. We passed th rough them but were not

bothered.
Q. Was that about the time the submarines were

on the Atlantic coast ?
A. It was at that tim e.
Q . Did you have watc hes out for them ?
A. Yes, ' ....e had watches out for them. W e

couldn' t do anything else only douse all the lights at
night .

Q. Do you kn ow, of your own knowledge, about
othe r members of the 1. W. W. who were in that
service during the past month ?

A. Well, the Andalusia was an old German
steame r that was commandeered by the government;
she had pretty near a fulI order of 1. w. W:s.

Q. How did you know that?
A. I sent in their na mes to you wh en you sent a

call for names of 1. W. W.'s.
Q. What others?
A. The .Seneca, sh e had a bunch of 1. W. W. in

her-c-I don't know j ust how many. The Westfield,
sh e had a bunch ofl. w. W. in her; and the Satchem,
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the one that was Bunk last June th is s ide of Fra nce,
sh e had a bunch of I. W. 'V. in her.

Q. Sunk how ?
A. Torpedoed .
Doole)" stated he had never heard of a ny con

spirecy be ing in existe nce among the I. \\'. \V.
Q. What woul d have been your attit ude if you

had ?
A. After the wa r I think I would have battled.
Q. What ?
A. I th ink I would have fought, because I have

relatives over in France myself.
Q. \Vhat relatives ?
A. Three young brothers, a nd I don' t know ho w

many of my young cousins-c-al l in the draft age.
Dool ey was followed on the stand by Forest Ed

wards, defendant, the 1917 Secretary-Treasurer of
l. U. No. 400. As hea d of th e Agricultural Workers,
Edwa rds testified t hat th a t uni on was fonned in 1915
and grew ra pid ly. Cont ra d icting the wit nesses for
the government previously brought f ro m easte rn
Washington, Edwards stated that in 1914, wh en a ll
the threshing machi nes were claimed to have bee n
burned, there were scarcely 20 0 l. "T.W. in easte rn
\Yash ington wh ere in 1917, whe n no fires were
cha rged , there were thousa nd s of l. \V, 'V. in that
section , Ed wards told of th e tentative agree ment
ma de wit h the Non-Partisan League in Korth Da
kota which nearly created the unusual sit uat ion
where "both workers an d the farmers have to have
a card in North Dakota; one in a fa rmers' organiza
tio n and the othe r in the I. W. W." Th ere had been
trouble in South Dakota, he sa id, but not with the
fanners . The Commercial Club of Aberdeen, S. D.,
lea d by the Chie f of Police a nd the Attorney, had
fonned a Vigil an te Committee, whic h had com e be
tween fa rmers and workers a nd tak en many of the
latter to the edge of town an d beaten them unm erci
fully with heavy clu bs. To stop the outrage th e I.
\V. ' V. ha d th rown a picket line a round the state a nd
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started the slogan, "Let the Vigil antes do the work ,"
a program ca lc ulated to impress the farmers with
the necessity of ca ll ing a halt to the Vigilantes-
tha t is, of the business men in the towns.

On July 9th, following Edwards, William Grau
nat , a migratory worker, told of how these Vigila ntes
had beaten h im and nine othe rs at Mellette, South
Dakota, 20 miles from Aberdeen la st J uly. Attorney
Christe nsen q uestioned him a s follows :

Q. How was it done?
A. Why, they held us flat on the ground with

han ds out and fee t out a nd fellows there with big
clubs hit you over the ba ck with them . Then th ere
was a fellow grab bed me by the hea d, while my
face was down towards the gro und, and I rec eived a
mark here ( indicating) from a sto ne. there.

Q . Scars there now, are there ?
A. Yes, sir .
Q . What did this beating do to your back?
A. I came into Fargo, North Dakota, three days

afte rwards . My back wa s black and blue-marks
as big as my arm on there.

Q . Now, what had you done to invite this ?
A. Why, we didn' t do nothing . We came up

the re to go to work in the harvest fields.
Q. Have you ever been convicted of a ny crime ?
A . No, sir. .
Q. An d you say you a re supporting your mother?
A. Yes, SIr.
Q. While your younger brother is in the service?
A. Yes, sir.
Nebeker's questions of Graunat indicated that

Nebeker thought Graunat should have a ppeale d to
officers of the law (w ho helped to beat him) for
protection and redress!

Almost pathet ic, as symboliz ing the tragedy of
labor under wage slavery, was the story of William J
Casebo lt, 25 years of age, a poorly dressed worker,
timid a nd vis ibly embarrassed by the courtroom at- f
mosphere. Casebolt wa s born on a Kansas farm.
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Q. How lo ng d id yo u live on th e farm ?
A. Until I was about ten years old.
Q. ' Vhat di d you do then 1
A. I started to work fo r a living.
Q . W hat was the reason?
A. M;r people couldn't support me: a big family.
Casebolt said he got little chance to go to school

as a boy.
Q . Tell t he j Ul'}· h ow the crops of this country

a re ha rvested.
A. J generally always started in Ka nsas and

Okla homa .
Q. Because th e gra in ripens there first ?
A. Yes, sir.
Q . And t hey follow the g rain as it ripens, do

th ey ?
A. Yes, sir .
Q. Where do you sleep when you are followi ng

th e harvest ?
A. Slee p on t he ground mostly: sometimes in t he

barn on a bla nk et.
Q . 'What h ours have yo u been acc ustomed to

wo rk?
A. Any where from 10 to 15 and 20.
Q . Provide you with beds? Sheets and blankets

and t hi ngs?
A. You carry your own blankets when you are

t hreshing, if you want t hem; if you don't , yo u sleep
in the strawstack.

Q . In that respect a horse is better off than you
are?

A. Far better off than a hu man being is in t he
harvest fields.

Q . W hat hours do yo u wor k in t he woods ?
. A. Well, yo u work 10 hours a nd som e more.

Some times you work 12 or 14 h ou rs.
Q . How do you wash yo ur clothes ?
A. In a t in ca n beh ind the bunkhouse.
Q . W hen do you do tha t ?
A. On Sunday.
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Q . Did you eve r see a camp with a bathtub in it ?
A. Ne ver did.
Q . Or a sho wer bath?
A. Never sa w a shower bath eit he r . Sp eaking

of bunkhouses- maybe you will come in today and go
to work and somebody left yesterday. You sleep in
the same blankets a nd sleep in the same bed. Now,
at night , wh en yo u come in fr om work, a fter work
ing in t he snow a ll day, yo u hang yo ur socks a nd
clothes th at are wet up by the stove right in front
of your bunk-no ventilation whatever , you breathe
all the foul a ir you can ge t .

Q . W hat do yo u sleep on?
A. They have straw; ha ve wooden bunks with

straw in t hem.
Q. W hat wages were yo u gett ing in the woods

in northern Minnesota . Michigan and Wisconsin. 3
to 5 yea rs ago?

A. I was getting $36 a month five yea rn ago.
Q . What are th ey gctting up t he re no w ?
A. Anywhere fro m $40 to $60 , depending on

the camp and the work too.
Q. Where do you eat?
A. In the coo k shack.
Q. What kin d of ta ble utensils do yo u have ?
A. You have tin plates mostly ; ti n cups and tin

saucers and tin spoo ns.
Q. What kind of grub do you get'l
A . It is very poor.
Q . When did you j oin the L W . \ V. 'l
A. I jo ined the I. W. W . on July 18t h , 1917.
Q , Now , Casebolt ; you registered for military

service ?
A. Yes, sir.
Q . Did yo u claim exemption 'l
A. No, sir.
Q. Were you inducted in the servtce t
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Wherea bouts ?
A. Cam p Grant.



Q. I will ask you wh ether previously yo u had
volunteered fo r service in the a rmy ?

A. Yes, s ir. I tri ed to get in, but th ey wouldn't
take me.

Q . Where ?
A. In Dul uth , Minnesota .
Q. What wa s the trouble ?
A. I had a bad foo t .
Q. How did you h urt th e foot ?
A. I had a horse fall on it.
Casebolt here produced hla discharge paper.
Q . What has the I. W. W. ever done for you,

Casebolt ?
A. The I. W. \V. has helped me in several ways.
Q. Do you carry cre dentia ls (as del egat e-organ

izer ) ?
A. I carried credentials until I was drafted into

th e army anti t hen 1 turned them in.
Q . Are you going to cam' them again ?
A. I am going to ca rry them as quick as I get

back into the woods.
On cross-examina tion pros ec utor Porter insisted

on magnifyi ng th e fact th at the wages pa id in the
wood s were " in a ddit ion to th e lodging a nd food
furnished." Vanderveer opened re-direct with some
sarcasm:

Q. They feed you in the ca mps, do they ?
A. Yes, sir.
Q . Just the same as they do the horses ?
A. Yes, s ir.
Q. And t hey bed yo u, do they ?
A. Th ey bed you j ust exac tly the same as they

do the h OT8CS.
Q. An d when you get sick like a horse, do th ey

ca ll a docto r for ~'ou ?
A. Som et imes you got to stay in a bunk two or

th ree cays a nd then they send you to a hosp ital;
t hey never ca ll a doctor without you are dyin g .

Case bolt was followed by Roy A. Brow n of the
Lumber Wo rkers I. U., Char les McWhirt of the
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Const r uct ion Workers 1. U. and Alton E. Soper , joint
secretary at Astoria, Oregon, last year-all defend
ants. Their testimony merely substa ntiate d the fact
th at the strike in the woods and mills last year was
for industrial dema nds and had no bear ing upon
the wa r.

There was no court on J uly i ou., ow ing to the \
temporary sick ness of Ben Fletche r. t he only negro
defendant , who, it was r eported by a n investigati ng
bailiff, had defied the food administrat ion and the
natural la ws of alimentation by pa rtaking ove rfreely i
of numerous heavy for breakfast . \

Sop er finished his testimony on the morning of .
July 11th , a nd wa s fo llowed by the first I. W. W . '
soldier witness to be in the arm y serv ice, now a cook
at the Reserve Officers' Training Camp at Fort She r
idan. Clark had joined the 1. 'V. W. as a worker in
the stockya rds at Sioux City. Iowa, in 1916. He testi
fied that he wa s at Aug usta , Kansas, in 1917, when
Phineas Eastman, then the secretary there, had been
taken to task a nd relieved from duty as official by I
the membership because of st rong anti-war talk. As
a me mber at August a he denied any knowledge of
the a nti -con scrip tion resoluti on a lleged in the indict
ment as an " overt act " and supposed to hav e been
sa nctioned by the local membership. Clark was
frank a nd open in express ion and Nebeker could not ,
shake h im or impeach his sinceri ty. On re-d irect
Vanderveer ask ed :

Q . Now, do you think you know what the I. W.
W. stands for ?

A. Well, I know how I came to the I. W. W . to
better the cond ition of the wor king men, as well as
myself .

. Q. And since you have been in it , ha ve you found
it to be a workingman's orga nizat ion?

A. Yes, sir.
Q . Do you believe in it, son?
A. Yes, sir ; I believe in the orga nization.



\ Q. When you come out of the army, are you
goi ng to be a membe r again ?

A. J a m going to be a memb er again if I come
out all right ; if I don't get k illed over in France.

All an Brooks, a wi tness, who owns two large
ran ches in th e state of Washington, testified that
there was no troubl e in the Yakima Valley last year
wh en t roops were sent in and a brogated a ll t he pow
ers of civ il governme nt, closed 1. W. W. halls, th rew
men into bull-pens and denied them ac cess t o attor
ney and eve n ref used to honor a writ of habeas cor
pus-although not a cting und er a ny declaration of
martial law .

Defen da nt Don Sheri dan followed Brooks and
substantiated a ll his statements in deta il. Here it
was th at Nebeker 's sneer ing reference to J oe Hill
as a "murderer" struc k fire from Vanderveer , who
proceeded to bring out Hill 's noble nature by rea ding
his songs, also pro ving that Hill was legally mur
dered by the state of Utah over the protests of
President Wilson and of the Swedish government,
both as king in va in for a fa ir t ri al.

J arn ea Rowan . defendant, occup ied the witness
chair for the greater part of t wo da ys-July 11th
and 12th . Rowan was Secretary of the Lumber
Workers 1. U. No. 500 d ur ing the 1917 strike, 'also
he was secre tary for the Spoka ne Distr ict of both
the Agricultura l and Construction W orkers' In du s
t r ia l Unions. Rowa n was th e one upon wh om the
prosecut ion laid th e charge of ca lling a gener al
stri ke in the two indu stries last named, in order to
cause th e relea se of members f rom jails and hull
pens in the Northwest.

Rowa n conceded the cor rectness of this charge,
bu t sho wed , with the testi mony of those preceding
h im, how the st r ike ca ll was justifi ed. The civil gov
ernment had brok en down, he said , and there was no
legal mean s of redress, as all const it uti onal guar
a ntees were den ied by the militia ac ti ng without an y
a uthor ity except that of the bayonet. Halls were
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rai ded and turned into recruiting offices, while the
members were even taken off j obs and se nt t o p ens.
The District Organization Committee ha d been out in
the trouble zo ne , and, though a vote of the member
sh ip was impossible owing to t he interference, they
reported that se ntiment called for a district general _
str ike as a last resort to obtain law enf orcement, and,
on the night of Au gust 10t h , ordered Rowan to issue
the strik e call to take effec t on August 20th unl ess
prisoners h eld illegally were re lease d by that dat e.
This had its des ired effect , Rowan stated, but it al so
ha d the effect of ca us ing his offices in Spoka ne to be
se ize d by the so ldiery on August 19th, 1917, and
Sher idan and himself j ailed with out warra nt or
charge, until the ind ict ment at Ch icag o was ret urned
Septem ber 28th when they were sent east to answer
it in the present trial.

Rowan is 39 years old , born in Ireland-a face
immobile and a spirit irreconcila ble. In measured
tones and with that dry humor pecu liar t o the Irish
rac e, he stood his ground on cross-exa mination. He
would be hear d f ully- not shut off with half an
swers-and often it a ppeare d that Nebeker and not
Rowan was on t he d efen sive. Ne beker, in referring
to a speech on sabotage mad e by Rowan, sa id: " And
yo u told th is t o a lot of irresponsible me n? " " I did
not ," sna pped Rowan, his eyes flashing a nd his index
finger pointing at the prose cutor- " those men were
wor kingme n an d they are no more irresponsibl e than
yo u a re:' .

From Rowa n's corresponden ce it a p pe are d that
he had received many inquiries from members ask
ing what to do about registration for military se rvice.
Always he replied that t he orga nization had taken
no stand and th at it was an "in divid ual matter." On
May 23r d, 1917, he wrote to Haywood, asking if t his
was cor rect. On May 29t h Haywood had replied
"Your position is correct. K0 union has taken any
ac tion and most everybody thinks as you do:' It was
shown that when Rowan and Sheridan were jailed
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by the soldiers on Aug ust 19th, 1917, and the Spo
kane papers were cry ing fo r sup pression of t he I. W.
W., t he Spo ka ne Distri ct Council of the A. F. of L.
had adop ted a resolution ask ing the entire A. F. of
L. in the United States to j oin in a nat iona l gene ral
strike until such time as constitut ional rights were
restored and the 1. W. W. given a square dea l.

Rowa n was recalled to t he stand again on J uly
13, after some intervening testimony, to deny auth or
sh ip and knowled ge of a certa in susp icious le tter.
This was a bod y blow at t he prosecution as the
letter in Question ha d been both introduced in evi
dence and printed in th e indictment as an "overt
act" , on ly-and this is t he important feature-the
letter as introduced was sig ned in typewriting,
"Strike Comm ittee," e nd dated Seattle, W ashington,
August 2nd, 1917, while in the ind ictment it is
ch arged as " Overt Act" No. 12- " Sa id James Rowan
on August 2nd , 1917, sent the following letter from
Seattle, Washington, to Ch ica go. It was established
beyond do ub t that Rowa n wa s not in Seattle during
the st rike of 1917. Vanderveer surprised t he prose
cut ion by ca lling Nebeker's office assistant, Mr .
Howe, to the st and . Howe sa id no duplicate of this
letter had been found in the Ch icago headquarters
or in Ro wan's Spoka ne office files. The letter as in
troduced had previously been charged to have been
se ized on September 5th, 1917, in Room 25, Union
Block, Seattle, which was the edito r ial office of t he
"Industrial Worker ,"

Th is letter, wh ich was obvi ously written by some
othe r person th an Rowa n a nd possibly up on the
typewriter se ized b)' g overnmen t agents in Sea ttle
a fter it wa s so se ize d, is give n bel ow in full . Its
phraseology shows it to be purely a "frame-up:' Th e
information it conveys of th ere having " been con
sid er ab le agitatio n in Seattle," was, on Au gust 2nd,
1917, no news to Hayw ood ; while the wh ole ten or of
the letter is suspicious a nd t he phrase, " it is reported
that Government agents here are active:' is laugh-

l
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ably transparent. Remember, the indictment charges
James Rowan sent th is--Jam es Rowan wh o was all
the while in Spokane. The letter is as f ollows :

Seattle. Wash., Aug ust 2 1!H7.
Will iam D. H aywood.
General Se cy Treasurer,
Chicago, Illi nois.
Fellow Wo r ker :

Th ere has been considerable agitat ion in Seat tle among the
lumber mill s. sh ip yards and other ind ustries and the old buga
boo of "patriotism" is being preached on all erdes. Th e Gov
ern ment has been asked to interfer e and it is reported that
Government agents her e are act ive.

We have t he goo d will of t he Germ an people h ere and w e
feel eure that they ar e in sympathy with our cause. We do not
call th em Germans however, but r efer t o them the same as
oth er s, as Fellow Wor kers .

Weare going to carry ou r points if we have to stop every
industry on th e Pacific Coast. We did not declare wa r and we
have not consented to the workingman Kiving up his liberties
and bei ng drafte d.

Yours (or industrial f reedom,
TH E STRIKE COMMl TT EE.

In further comme nt on th is letter, the write r
states as a fact of common knowledge that "German
people" a re scarce in Seattle and even more sca rce
in t he 1. W. W . Also . t he I. W. W. when on strike
have DEMANDS. not "points" to "carry"- whil e the
crowning j oke is that an I. W . W. sho uld think so
little of "ind ustrial freedom" that he would fa il to
begin those words with capital letters .

Mike Grace, a sh ift boss from a Butte coppe r
mine, testified on the 12th of July regard ing mine
dangers a nd the gene ra l custom of bu lkheading be
tween mines. Some days before the Mine Inspector
visits a mine, Grace said, he as sh ift boss wa s noti fied
in orde r to clea n up a nd ma ke the workings "look
pretty." Mike. the regulation Butte Irishman , said
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he saw some of the rescue work at the Spec ulator
Fire : hov....ever, Grace was plainly rel uctant at un
burdening h is soul , ha ving a n eye. doubtless, to th e
fact that his job in Butt e is at t he mercy of the Cop
per Trust and. as a man with a fam ily, duly im
pre ssed with the presence of a n attorney known as
a Copper Tru st la wyer , at the government's table .

The Reverend Walter 1\1. Sho rt, now mayor of
Sioux City, Iowa. ap peared to tell t he story of wh at
had ha ppened d ur ing the Free Speech Fight the re
d uring the winte r and spring of 19 1 ~- 1 5 . Sho rt is
ev ide ntl y a ma n of liberal mind an d his socia l stan d
ing an d personal appearan ce won attent ion from
even the tired j urors. There wa s no ordina nce
against stre et spea king. he sa id. nor had the I. W. \V.
sp eak ers a dvocated viole nce or othe rwise conducted
themselves in a manner not in accord with his sense
of decency and good citizenship. Th e Cham ber of
Commerce of Sioux City ha d caused the trouble an d
th e same body ha d later used ch icanery to oust t he
I. W. W. from the ha ll they had leased . Despite h is
political enemies using the I. W. W. as a n issue in
elections. Short stated he was elected mayor by a
la rge maj or ity. This took prosecutor Porter aback
as be-e-P or ter-c-ha d a nnounced himsel f as ca nd idate
for governor of Iowa and aims to win votes by tout

. ing himsel f as a n I. \V. W. hater. Po rter unde r took
cross-examina tion. but d id litt le except elicit the
information that Sh ort was opposed to the puri
tanical methods of the Prohibiti on movement. An
element of humor came to light a day or so a fter
Short returned to Iowa when Porter received a wire
saying that Short had a nno unced his cand idacy for
governorship in opposition to Po rt er.

The de fense la nded several heavy blows on Sat 
urday, July 13th, man y mate r ia l witnesses appear
ing and g iving stories that cou ld not be shaken. The
first was Ed Ma lon ey, a farmer owning 640 acr es of
land in North Dakota . Most of this is wheat la nd
a nd be had employed many I. W . \V. harvest an d
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threshing workers who a ll gave " pre tty good ser
vice : ' Ma loney said he had threshing machines
burn up-c-one in 1905 and another in 1910, before
the I. W. W. existed ; fires catch eithe r from sparks
gen erated b)' gearings or from sparks from the st raw
burning engines, he said. The first I. W. , V, he saw
was in the 1915 season; more a ppeared in 1916, a nd
in 191 7 nearly all workers were 1. W. w. As the
unio n gained control, Maloney said hours had been
shortened an d the pay increased . He said he ha d
pa id $4. 00 for 10 hours in 1917.

" Why did yo u pay $4.00" asked Vanderveer.
" I had to ," replied the witness.
Nebeker th ought he could imp ea ch Mal oney by

asking him if he was a member of the "alleged-to-be
disloyal" Non-Partisan League, but Maloney was not
a Leag ue me mber, nor had he ever been,

Next witness, Elmer Engebrtttzen, a logger from
Spokane, and an I. W. W, member, told his story. He
was born in Norway, 33 years ago, ca me to America
in 1907 and too k up a homestead, which he lost for
lac k of mane)" to make the r eq uired Improvements
upon. He had worked as a logger and had suffered
a broken leg in the woods, which put him in the
hospital for 18 months; had a damage suit fought
aga inst th e company . but neve r got a cent . Elm er
jo ined the I. W. W. i n 1912 for eco nomic reasons
obvious to himself. He wa s in Spokan e on regietra
tion day a nd saw William Moran, defendant, gu ide
many members to registra tion offices. Elmer had
wa lke d 80 mil es fro m Spo kane with a n 1. W. W.
crew of fire-figh ters . of which he was foreman, to
the Selzer Reservati on a nd had saved the timber be
longing to the Potl atch Lumber Company a nd was
pa id b)' the government for the work. He W88 a
member, a lso, of th e "Four L:'

Next came a fine , clean-cut worker, Paul Hoa bb
by name, from St . Maries. Idaho. Hoa bb is an ex
perienced logger an d "rive r driver" and gave in
detail a tech nical descr iption of the industry; how
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me n a re freq ue ntl y killed whil e "breaking roll-way"
a nd drivin g logs through " white water" ra pids .
Hoa bb had registered and be en drafted and had
been four months a t Camp Le wis when an old axe
wound to his foot showed up under strain of lra in
ing fo r service and he had been discharged . Hoebb
was asked fo r his d isch arge papers-he had th em,
also some Liberty Bonds and a mem bersh ip ca rd in
the " Four L's." Vanderveer found so mething else
somet hing new a nd cur ious to American eyes-to -wit
a passport. \

VANDERVEER : Now, I see another paper here
among your belongings?

A. Tha t is a passport.
Q . What is a passport ? Why do yo u have that?
A. So I co uld get by in the northern part of

Id ah o.
Q . So yo u can ge t by ?
A. Yes, sir.
Q . An d who has those passports ?
A. \ Vhy. Benewa h Coun ty.
Q . I mean whom are they issued to , worki ng

people, or whom ?
A. The working p eople.
Q. AU working peop le h av e them ?
A. Yes, sir .
Q . Why is t his necessary ?
A. Why, to keep t rack of th e men when ever

they want t o p inc h a b unch, I s up pose , they j ust look
up t hose passports.

H oa bb ha d work ed as " fire pat ro l" in th e fo rests
d urin g the summer of 191 7 .

VANDERVEER : W h o were you working fo r in
the fire patrol?

A. ' Villia m J . Ross.
Q . who was he?
A. F ire wa rden fo r the Coeur d 'Alene Timber

Protective League.
Q . Th a t is an association of ti mber owne rs, is it?
A. Yes, sir.
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Q. What was yo ur duty on patrol ?
A. F ire chaser stat ioned on the look-out looking

for fires in the forest.
Q. Anybody supervising your wor k?
A. No, sir.
Q. And were there a ny fires in that strike d is

trict?
A. No, sir.
Q. Do yo u kn ow a bo ut a fire that occurred in

what is k nown as " Fo urth of July Canyon"?
A. I heard a bout it .
Q. Do yo u know any of the men who we nt up to

figh t it?
A~ Yes, s ir; there was about 25 men out of

Fernwood. out of t he p icket camp, vo lunteered to go.
Q. Members of t he I . W . W.?
A . Yes, sir.
Q. Did yo u see any of the men afterwards?
A. Yes, sir .
Q . Where d id you see them ?
A. St. Mar ies, Idaho.
Q. W ell , where were t hey?
A. In the bull-pen.
A great reward. truly, for loyal se rvice in fight

ing for est fires: to ris k their lives in hard and danger
ous la bor and to return from such duty to be thrown
in vile b ull-pens and held at the la wless pleasu re of
soldiery!

Butte aga in! Will iam F. Dunn of Butte, Execu
tive Board Member of both Lac. No. 65 , Int erna t ional
Brotherhood of El ectrical ' Yorkers, and the Silver
Bow Metal Tra des Counci l. As a n A. F. of L. officia l,
Dunn said he was not es pecially friendly to t he I. W.
W., utter ing t he mild cr iticism that he t ho ught " t he ir
hearts be tter than their heads:' Dunn is a man of
strong personality and has an appearance of ma nly
dignity. Yet when Butte is in the court-ro om, there
is an all-pervadi ng sense of something smothere d
every wit ness fr om Butte wears up on his face that
tacit urn and r eserved expression which spea ks so
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eloquently of the terrorism with which the very air of
the big cop per camp is permeated. Dunn was a va lu
able witness. He told of how the Employers' Associa
tion, headed by Mr. Rohn of the North Butte Mining
Company, had started the "rustling card" system to
blacklist socialists and run them out of Butte and out
of Butte city politica l cont ro l. After the Speculator
Fire his Union, the 1. B. E. W. No. 65, had joined the
strike with the new miners' uni on. A committee from
the A. F. of L. had inv estigated this new union and
found it had no connection with the 1. W. W., he sa id.
He ha d hea rd Frank Little make an " organization
speech" on July 19th; he also sa w Littl e's body at
the undertaker's on August 2nd. Vanderveer ask ed
Dunn, "Did you see the card that was found pi nned
to Frank Little's body-the so-called 'Vigilante
warning' signed '3 -7-77 ' to? Dunn replied, " Yes , I
got one myself." He produced it and Vanderveer at
tempted t o introduce it in evidence but Nebeker ob
j ected. The car d wa s rec eived by Dunn through the
mail, he sa id , in answer to Judge Land is, who here
started a vigorous inquiry. Thecard resembles the
one found on Little's body, the le tters " L. D. S. S.
W." being printed by hand; a circle encl osed the
le tter "L" and undern eath t he "D" on Dunn's card
was a cross and the date "12 noon August 25th,"
the date Dunn wa s marked for assassination . For
thirty minutes Land is sto rmed Dunn, who refused to
reveal the name of a detective who had told him
the name of the man wh o had sent out t hese death
wa rnings. Dunn wa s visib ly under tension; who
could say that he was not ca rrying a man's life on the
end of h is tongue? Ne beker, the Copper Trust At
torney sat befo re him-Nebeker, with a face gone
pale as a corpse and ne rvous ly striving to concea l his
agitation. Dunn sa id he was told one J . Taylor sent
t he cards of death out-but he would not te ll who
the detective wa s that told hi m. Nebeker sat sta b
bing viciously at a paper with a pencil. What does
Nebeker know? Landis raves at the close-mouthed



Page One Hundred Seven

wit ness. If Dunn would spe a k , what would t he wires
car ry to Butte ? What would happen to the man who
was trusting h is life to the man in the witness chair
at Chicago?

Landis finally agreed to a llow Dunn to conceal
the detective's name from public utterance ; then,
turning to hi s clerk said, " Issu e a forthwith su bpoen a
fo r J . Taylor , Butte, Montana ."

" W hat luck did yo u have with the other forth
with subpoena?" ask ed Vanderveer , referring to
"Billy Oates ':'

" It has been served," said Landis, noddin g sa ge 
ly. "The ge ntlema n is available fo r whatever pur
pose ne cessary."



CHAPTER VIII.

I T has been mentioned in a previous chapter that
the prosec ution was placed on the defensive. The
third week of July put it on the run, a nd, in spite

of seve ral obviously biase d rulings on the part of
J udge Landis, Van derveer was driving home the
issue and clinching it upon the other side. Befo re
the week 's session ended on July 20th-on that day
in fact, Nebeker wilted in the face of the unimpeach
able ev ide nce produced a nd a dmitted th at th e 1. W.
W. had nothing to do with the st r ike in Butte-was
not resp onsible for it . His admission was put in the
record an d stood as a reversal of his opening conten-
tion. •

William F. Dunn, A. F. of L. official from Butte,
contin ued his testimony on Monday morning , J uly
15th. He finished by telling of the exorbitant cost
of living in Butte over other cities--35%-and, also,
remarked that when the Government sent Mr. Rog
ers from Washington to adjust the stri ke, t h is worthy
gentleman co nfined h is activities to h ob-nabbing
with the A. C. 1\1. political rin g .

Dun n gave place to defendant C. H. Rice, wh o
told of the brut alities which led up to the massacre
a t Everett, Washington , on November 5th, 1916.
Rice was one of forty-one I. W. \V.'s who were made
to "run the gauntlet" at Bever ly Park by the Everett
"Vigilante s." He had his shoulder broken by these
semi-officia l sluggers of the Lumb er Trust.

Rice had spent 1917 in orga nizing sh ip-builders
a nd did not function in the lumber strike. Rice was
on a local committee of Seattle which sent out a
circ ular asking for an "expression of opin ion" upon
calling a national general st rike to protest against
the wh olesale jailing a nd perse cution of members.
Nebeker made much over t his , but reveal ed noth ing
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except that the committee never re ceived a reply
from anyone that Rice knew of.

Next upon the stand came a stalwa rt, broad
sho ulde re d man, a pleasant-mannered Irish miner
from Butte, who told in that nonchalant way usual
to those whose every hour of labor is an hour of
peril how he and a few ot he r min ers had fought their
wa y through that hell of flame and smoke which
swe pt the Speculator Mine in June. 1917, and left its
sacr ifice to greed in t he form of 174 burned and
mangled men . Th e story of this man. who walked
out of the jaws of death into the Chicago courtroom
is worth perusal.

VA NDERVEER : Where were you employed be-
fore the Speculator Fire ?

A. In the Never-Sweat Mine.
Q. Why do t hey call it that ?
A. Bec ause it is so hot, I gu ess.
Q. You were working in the Spec ula tor on the

8th of June?
A. 1917, yes.
Q. Do you know wh en the fire broke out?

,A. About 11 o' clock at night, J une 8, 1917.
Q. What shift were you working on '/
A. The night shift-went to work at six o'clock.
Q. What level were you on wh en th e fire broke

out ?
A. Th e 2600. .
Q. That means 2600 feet underground ?
A. Yes.
Q . How far apart are the levels2
A. 200 feet.
Q . Are the levels in adjoining min es connecte d ?
A. No. .
Q. Well, do the workings connect?
A. Some places they d o.
Q. How many men were working on the 2600

level with you ?
A. About a hundred men .

•
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Q. Ho w many were working " on the breasts" or
whatever you call it, where you were_?

A. About forty.
Q. What were you doing that particular night ?
A. Running a maehine.
Q. What kind of a machine?
A. It is called a " Buzzy" machine.
Q . " Buzzy" machine ?
A. In othe r words, we call ed them in Butte, Mon

tana, "widow makers."
Q . Why do you call the m that?
A. Because it is run by one man. It is not very

sa fe for one man to be work ing in those mines alone.
Q . It is a drill , is it ?
A. Drill, yes.
Q . Is it du sty working around this machine ?
A. Pre tty dusty. You have to wear a muzzl e to

keep the d ust out.
Q . Were th ere ot her men working aro und you ?
A. Yes, two more.
Q. Ho w fa r away?
A. About 80 feet.
Q. I want you to tell the jury how you first

noticed the fire. Th ey don't know anything about it.
They never heard of it .

A. Well, gentlem en , ] noticed smoke in the
sto pe some time around 12 o'cloc k I guess. I found
a n awful taste in my mouth, so thought ] would go
a nd ge t a drink of water and get some powder. So
I met the leader from the drift-

Q. You met whom ?
A. The leader, and Dugan the "n ipper."
Q . What is the " nippe r 's " job?

., A. He is the man wh o packs the tools around to
the miners. -

Q. Where do you get the powd er?
A. Well . there is a magazine down in the mine.
Q. Now, you tasted this unusu al taste in your

mouth ?
A. Yes.
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Q . Did you no lice the other me n wh o were
there?

A. w etf, I couldn't see t he m for t he smo ke. It
was getting so thick.

Q . \\rha t d id you t hink th is smoke was at first ?
A. I thought it was powder smo ke first.
Q. Thoug ht somebody was sh ooting ?
A. Yes. Then I got susp icious . So I went dow n

to the drift and I met t his man Du gan, this " n ipper. "
He los t h is life. So he to ld me there was a fire in the
sha ft.

Q . Fi re in the sha ft ?
A. Yes , a nd we cl imb ed up to the 24 00.
Q . That is, 200 feet ?
A. 200 feet .
Q . How did yo u climb up ?
A. Just the " ma n-way." up a la dder.
Q . How big a hole is t his man-way?
A. Well. eno ug h space fo r a man to get throu gh.
Q . W ha t kind of a ladder ?
A. Just an ordin a ry la dder .
Q . Did yo u take your d inner pa il with you '!
A. Yes, I threw my din ner pail a way in the man-

way.
Q . Why did you throw it a way ?
A. ] knew ] ha d to fight for my life, then.
Q . H ow many men went up with you ?
A. F iftee n.
Q. W hen you got up to the 2400, what di d yo u

d o?
A. W e met fo urteen more men up in the 2400.
Q. That made 29 of yo u ?
A. 29 of us. They were also run ning back from

the fire .
Q . The fire was down at t he sha ft , you say.
A. Yes.
Q . H ow far were you from t he sha ft?
A . 300 fe et.
Q . What di d you a nd these ot her men do '!
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A. Well, we went in a d ri ft. a nd we atayed there
for 36 houn..

Q . whet is a drift ! How wide is it!
A. Abou t six fe et wide.
Q. An d how h igh !
A. Abou t eight feet h igh.
Q. Wh et did you do in tha t dr ift?
A . W e put up a partition to keep out the gas.
Q. W hat d id you use t o build it with ?
A. T imber and our clothes ; clay a nd everything.
Q . Everyth ing t o pack it up tight ?
A. Yes.
Q. Did you have any ai r in this place y ou bulk

headed out?
A. No a ir a t aU.
Q . Wha t became of the reat of the hundred men

down on the 2600 foot level ?
A. The y d ied.
Q . There were 29 of you in t he re?
A. 29 of us in t here. F ifteen were able to wa lk

to t he stat ion.
Q . You had no air and water !
A. No.
Q . Is t here a water pi pe throu gh t he mine !
A. No, t here is not.
Q . After you had been in there 36 hour.. w hat

did you do?
A . Wen, we had to get out. W e couldn't atan d

the aufFering a n y more.
Q . Did you know anything about h ow the fire

was?
A. ' Veil, we knew the shaft was on fire.
Q. I mean when you wen t out?
A. No, we d id n't know ; j ust t ook a cha nce on

our life.
Q. JUBt to ok a chance on your lif e and tore down

the bulkhead ? .
A. Ye8.
Q. You could not stay t here any longer?
A. No, we would die if we stayed inside.
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Q. When you tore it down and got out, wh at did
yoU do?

A. We rang for the cage in the old shaft.
Q. Did the cage come down ?
A. Yes, after half an hour's time.
Q. When you got up on top, what did you do?
A. Well , some went to the hospital.
Q. How long were you there ?
A. I was there for eight hours. I went down

there two days later.
Q. Why did you go down there two days later?
A. Well, the effect of the gas was in my brain.
Q. You don't know of your own kn owl edge how

this fire started, do you ?
A. No, I don't kn ow.
Q . Do you kn ow of any other men on the 2400

foot level that were not in behind the bulkhead ?
A. Yes, there were seve ra l th at were not there
Q. And what happened to thelD?
A. They died.
Q. Did you see the bodies of any of the men

who were burned?
A. I saw some of them in the undertaker's.
Q. How many?
A. Three.
Q. Just three ?
A. They were the bodies that were taken out of

th e mine befor e we got ou t.
Q . Did you see a ny that were taken out after-

wards e nywhe re ?
A. No, I couldn' t stand the pressure. I was up set.
Q. You couldn' t sta nd what ?
A. I couldn't stand to see it. M}' nerves were all

upset.
Q. You are a pretty strong fellow, aren't you?
A. Yes, pretty strong.
Q . Now, Mr: Sh ea, how long was it after that be

fore the strike was declared ?
A. Two days later.
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Q . Who cond ucted the strike; I mean what
union ?

A. Butte Metal Mine Workers Union.
Q. Did the I. W. W. have anything to do with it?
A. No.
Q . Did they have any union there at that time ?
A. No, I don't know of an y.
Q . What was the str ike about?
A. Well, t he rustling card and better condi tion.

in the mines,
Q. About how long altogether have you worked

underground?
A. About seven years.
Q. How many times have you seen a mine in

spector underground ?
A. Oh, a co uple of ti mes. .
Q . A couple of times in seven )'ears? Woul d yo u

k110w beforehand that he was coming down ?
A. Yes.
Q. ' Vhat wou ld you do then ?
A. Oh, get cleaned up ; get ready for him.
Prosecutor Porter tried to make it appear that

the mines of Butte couldn' t be so ba d as Sh ea a lways
rema ined there. Mr. Porter ask ed, " Yet. every t ime
you go away for a month or two, you always come
back to Butte, to these mines, do n' t you?" Mr. Shea:
"Yes."

Here Va nderv eer resu med on redirect an d rai sed
a laugh that swept the court, to vanish in the
tragedy of the witn ess' last replies,

VANDERVEER: You are a miner. aren't you ?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. What else do you know besides mining ?
A. Mining and commo n lab or ; that's all.
Q . What is your nationality ?
A. Irish. , .
Q. ' Vhat kind of a cam p is Butte?
A. Butte is a pretty hot ca mp .
Q. Well, lots of Irish there ?
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A. Lob of lriah, yea. More widow. in Butte than
in a ny other town of ib . ize in the United Statea.

Q. Mo re widowa. I. that the reaaon you 1'0 back
the re?

A. I p e» so.
Q . Is that the reason you are single 1
A. W ell, I mean-t he mine. have made a ll these

widowa.
Q . Why have you never married, Marty ?
A. Becauae I would never live to be an old man

in Butte.
Q . What ia the matter?
A. Well, the miner'. consumption I'eta you when

you are a bout 37. .
Q. Is that preva lent a ro und there ?
A. That is common; yes, sir .
Q . What causes it ?
A. Oh, the hot mines a nd the copper dwL
Another Butte miner , J ohn Musevich , a Croatian,

followed Shea up on the witness stand . Frank ly and
simply, this ben t , rough-ha nded ma n poured forth a
torrent of broken En glish , a pent-up story of Labor's
side of the class wa r. J ohn has a large family in
Butte, where he has lived fo r 14 yea rs. Because of
his acti vity with the short-lived un ion of 191 4, t his
man ha d been black listed, a nd every day for over
a year he had ca lled at the " rustling card" office
see king in va in to get a chance to ask for work.
Finally, wh en the A. C. M. thought he had " lea rned
his lesson" he was a llowe d to go to work at the
Spe culator Aline. Only a glimpse of Musevi ch 's
testimony ca n here be given. Ask ed by Va nd erveer
if the mine was dusty, he re plied, "Dusty ? I should
say it is !"

Q . w het kin d of dust?
A. It is a copper d ust, and now it is a da mned

sight worse. When you get into this z inc ore or lead
ore, it is dry, hard ground ; it makes fine stuff lik e
flour and it goes right into yo ur lungs.

Q. Is that good for you ?
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A. I do n' t t hink it is for nobody goo d.
Q. I understa nd that (Speculator) shaft is t im-

bered on a ll sides ?
A. Yes, t he shaft is timbered with 12x12's.
Q . Does that timber get dry ?
A. That sh aft was dry as a bone, because that

shaft was downcast ; t he air go ing down.
Q. Wa s there any water in there to take care of

fire? Any fire hose, or nozzles down there for the
miners to put out a 6re with?

A. No, there wasn't any at all.
Musevich had come to the Speculator to go on

shift at mid nigh t on J une 8th. The fire being on he
could not get a cage to go down and after discover
ing the reason he and other men acting unde r orders
of the "Super" had tri ed to check the bla ze in the
sh aft by playing a hose down t he sha ft mouth and
only succeeded in dr iving the smoke downward to
the lowest levels. Then two heroes-two who are
nameless in history because they wear no livery of an
empire and sought to save human life instead of de
stroying it-two men seeing the ore skips were still
runni ng, threw some old cars in the bottom of a
skip , conver ting it into an emergency cage; a nd
then, in a desperate attempt to rescue the ir fe llow
worke rs t ra pped half a mile in the mountain's belly
below, they-"cateh the first cage and they went
do wn and they r ing the bell to 22."

Q . That mea ns the 2200 foot level ?
A. Ra ng the bell for 2200 foot level , tried to

save the me n from there firs t , but whe n they came
down (w itness pauses), they (at the to p ) move the
cage after a bout half an hour's time.

Evide ntly these two men were overcome before
they had a chance to leave the cage in their heroic
efforts to save the men at the 2200 statio n.

Q . We re you th ere whe n the cage came up ?
A. Yes, sir. Somebody went into the eng ine room

and to ld the enginee r to hoist the cage up, that them
fe llows is burned all through. So he pulled it up,
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and wh en the cage come up it was red hot. So they
t urned th e hose on th at ca ge to coo l th em fellows
off, and left that cage th ere for about a half an hour
to cool it off. Then it was about 3 o'clock, I believe,
and they lowered the cage down to the platform, and
we opened the cage and was trying to get them
fe llows out , and so-t he m fellows was both of the m
crossed h is arm, one on eac h other a nd got their
heads together; so wh en we tried to ' pull it out , I
was j ust on the side to get one man from t he right
arm; and I kept the arm in my hand, and the hand
it was loose.

Q. The arm pulled off ?
A. Yes. so then I grabbed the whole body and

throwed it off on the pl atform and covered it up with
a canvas. Th e arm wa s burned off and t he foot was
burned just d own to t he bone stick ing out j t hat's
all it was wit h t he m two fellows. You could see
wh ere the nose was a nd t he eyes, and t hat 's all.
Th ey were 8 8 black as a nything.

These two men went to their death wh en they
"rang the bell to 22." .:M usevich is spea king now of
rescue work later whe n he went down to take out
t he dead.

Q . Now, did you find any bodies underground?
A. J found at the 2200 stat ion. There was six of

them there.
Q. Wh ere were they ?
A. They was right on a pile of rock ; the statio n

was burned and the ground was ca ved right on top
of them.

Q. Do you kn ow a nything a bout the bulkheads
under there ?

A. There was bulkheads some pl ace; on the 28
there was one, a nd on the 24 and 26.

Q. Where we re the bulkheads?
A. To the east side. go ing to the High Ore Mine.
Q . Did the levels go through from the Speculato r

to the High Ore ?
A. Yes, they was ope n.
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Q. How were th ey on t his nig ht of the fire?
A. Well , because the fire- was open about three

weeks before. Then they put some bulkheads in
some of them places where gas wa s coming from the
Murdock Mine.

Q . What kind of bulkheading ?
A. Cement , about six inches thick .
Q. Any doors in them?
A. No, I broke one on the 1800, a nd there wasn't

any doo r. The do or was fro m the ot he r sid e ; wooden
doors. Th en in the middle they put boards a nd eigh t
inch cement,

Q. Cou ld you open it from the Speculator side?
A. No.
Q. You broke it ? How did you break it?
A. I was breaking wit h the machine, blasting .

But them fe llows, wh en they ran to the bulkhead on
26, they found them in a bu nch, 19 of them.

Q. Dead ?
A. All dead, yes.
Q. How were they found?
A. Well, them men- nobody could look a t thaL

And they was bare ; and there was nothing but
drawers on them and shoes. They to ok t he ir jump er
and overa lls and shirt and what t hey have a nd t ried
to bulkhead themselves with it, but they could n' t
atop the gaa, you know. It was too much gas. They
fell. They worked wit h t he ir hand s. It was in the
dark, and wh en a man is in t he d ark , about six or
seven feet room between the timber and the level ,
you can' t do much. The rock is all over.

Q . How far were they from th e bu lkhead ?
A. Th ey wa s ri ght there in th e bulkhead.
Q. But if it had been open, the men could have

got through?
A. Oh, yes , if t ha t was open the men could go

through t he High Ore.
Q. And saved their lives ?
A. Sure.
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Q. Did you notice the finge rs of an)' of those
men ?

A. Oh, yes, they was a ll wore out, working to
sa ve themselves .

Q . The)' were what?
A. They was wore out . It wa s terrible to see it.

It wa s bad to look at it.
Q . Do you know what ca use d t he st rike?
A. Well , the people was scare d because tw o

shafts was bur ned that war ; and t hey talklng-c-vLe t
us go on st r ike to get better conditions and ge t our
own cont rol t hroug h th e mines: '

Q. Do you kn ow wh en President Taft went
through the mines ?

A. (La ughing) os, yes. (In 191 4)
Q. Do )'OU know w here the)' took h im ?
A. They took him dow n in the Leonard Min e.
Q. Did you ever sec the drift he was in?
A. He was in the 1200 dri ft , the stat ion. A fore

man, Tom Mitchell. he had that drift just limed as
it could be, and whitew ashed, you kn ow.

Q. Whitew ash ed ?
A. Yes, station and everyth ing. It is as clear as

street is here today-tha t d r ift fo r a bout a thousand
feet or so the surveyors find out t here ain 't any are
on there. and they put the miners in there and set
up the machines, and so when President Ta ft was
coming in , the miners working on the mach ines and
he too k th e cra nk and he say "All r ight, go lly , the
miners have snap in Butte." But the truth is the
other places is terribly hot.

Q . Do yqu belong to tbe I. IV; IV. ?
A. No, sir .
Q . Ever belong to it ?
A. No.
Q. You belong to the Rutte Metal Mine W ork

ers , do )'ou ?
A. Yes , sir .
The next witness was one George Taylor, who

was employed as deputy she ri ff during the lumber
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strike. Taylor sa id he was disc harged beca use there
was no viole nce ; t he I. W. 'V. we re law-abiding.

When the next witness, J oe Kennedy, organizer
of the Butte Metal Mine Workers' Un ion, began to
testify, Ne beker was forced to ma ke retreat. Th e
prosecution had to swallow its first contentio n that
the Butte union was " only the 1. W. W. camouflag
ed." Kennedy corro borated others in regard to the
causes of the st r ike, to ld how he ha d organ ize d the
ind ep endent union , and , also, he to ld of how that
un ion' s hall had been raided on Se pte mbe r 5th,
1917, and the membership list take n, as was do ne at
the 1. ' V. W. hall the sa me day. Strange ly enough,
after the government officers laid hands on the list
of members, many of t hese we re suddenly d ischarged
by the A. C. I\oL a lthough mine rs were badly needed
in production.

Glenn Roberts, defendant, was calle d as witness
on J uly 16th. He stated that he wa s 30 years old and
had registered. Then Roberts prod uced his registra
tion ca rd; also a discharge from army doc tors who
had recently examined him and declared him ph ysic
ally unfit on account of tu be rc ulosis deve loped in the
Cook County J ail. Roberts is a lso a defenda nt on the
Fresno, Ca liforn ia, indictment of similar character
and returned by federal grand j ury there after Rob
erts was removed to Chica go la st year . 'When the
Fresno hall was raided on Se pte mbe r 5th , H117,
Roberts ha d just received a new desk , which was
empty whe n the rai ders went th ro ugh it , so he stated
in con trad ict ion to th e ya rn told by Fresno's "official
finder" previously mentioned in this book. The first
ti me Roberts saw the " copper na ils and emery dust"
was in t he Chicago courtroom, he sa id ; t hese things
had not a ppeared at the preliminary hearing given
him at Fresno, upon which order of removal to
Chicago was given . Ev idently these ex hibits were
the result of a happy afte r-t hough t on the part of
Fresn o's "officia l finder."

Ira E. 'Worley, a Montana rancher, SAid he had
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farmed in t he wheat bel t of Washington from 1900
to 1912 a nd in Montana f rom 1912 to t he present
t ime. In both states he had hi red I. W. \ \T . threshing
crews and found they gave as good se rv ice as ot her
wor kers. Wo rl ey also sa id t hresh ing mac h ines
burned up before t he I. W. W. appeared , f rom va r i
ous causes, usually from smut fire d by sp arks f rom
ge ar ing.

Th ere was considerable reading from Solidarity
on both the 16th and 17th of J uly, a very ted ious
proceeding d ur ing t he hot weather preva iling ; but
on the 17th interest was aro used whe n a colored man
in Khak i to ok t he st and for the defense. Wit h
ge nia l grins and the inimita ble Dixie dialect he told
h is story. H is na me, Fred Wllliam s.. of a stevedore
regiment la tely returned from a year's serv ice in
France.

" Are you a member of the I. W. W.?" Vander- t
veer aske d. i

" I she is," W ill iams repli ed , wagging his head i
in a posit ive way, " and so is mah wife too." :

"I see you wear your I. \V. \V. button on yo ur
un iform. Do you always wea r it ?"

" Deed I do; I wore it ovah in Fra nce . too."
"See many I. W. \V. over t he re in France?"
"Yes, suh : lob> of 'em l"
W ill ia ms was in charge of a company of men i

who chose him as boss of the company and d ubbed !
h im "Sergeant." '

VANDERVE ER : How many men in you r com-.
pany, ~red ? I'

A. Sebe nty-Ioah.
Q . And how ma ny I. W. W. are there ? \
A. Sebe nty-fo ah! ,
\Villiams testified on t he morning of July 17th. ,

In the a fte rn oon, aft er Bert Basenett left t he sta nd ,
W illiams was recalled by t he prosecu tion, which ,
t r ied to impeach his testimony by she er intimidation . _
Will iams has a volunteer cont ract with the quarter-f
master department specify ing h is du ti es and soldie r

t
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garb off duty, and blue jea n ga rb whil e on duty.
Nebeker tried to scare hi m into saying t hat khaki
was not h is legal dress.\ But the contract spoke for
itse lf and Nebeker~a in sp ite of the fa ct that an
army major, la rge and flori d-fa ced, sat waving a
Pruaeian swa gger-st ick at the government table in
an effort to ove ra we the I. ' V. W . negro in khak i.
There have been many moments wh en the prominent
presence of t his ge ntlema n and others of his kind
made the I. W . W. defendants wonder if t his were a
civi l trial or a court-ma rtia l. Thi s was decidedly one
of those moments. Va nderveer's ire was a roused.
He t urned to t he witness :

Q . How long before you got on t he stand did I
see you, ' Villia ms ?

A. A fe w hours.
Q . Ever see you before ?
A. No.
Q. Now, h ow long after ) ' OU left the stand this

mo rning before a n intelligence man from th e U. S.
Anny collared you out here in the hall-way ?

A. 'Bout five minu tes .
Q . Didn't t he major here (indica t ing t he pers on

in olive drab a t th e prosecution table) take you to a
room in this build ing and deta in you there fo r th ree
or fou r hours , a sk you a ll kinds of q ues tio ns and
copy a ll your pa pers ?

A. Yes, sa h .
Q . Do you th ink you d id anyth ing wrong by

coming here to testify in th is case .
A . I dea n see as I di d, sah.
W il1 iams left t he stand a nd the Ma jor and an

other ann)' office r rushed out of th e room after hi m.
Va nd erv eer t urned to Landis a nd said , " [ wish your
H onor would see that this witness is not punished
in a ny way for coming here to test ify, ' La ndis only
nodded .

Bert Bassnett, a lluded to a bove. was a n I. W. W .
from Se attle. where he served last summer as cha ir
man of the "Seattle Strike Committee." The hea d-
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q ua r te rs of this committee were at t he local hall,
208 1/ 2 So. Second Avenue and not at the Union
Block, wh ere the now famous "German peopl e" let
ter was alle ged to have been fo und . Bassnett laugh
ed at the suggestion that he would write suc h an in
sane and disloyal letter, and proceeded to exhibit a
batch of official papers. Two of these were dis
charges fr om the U. S. Army, showing Phillippine
Island se rvice with many battles dur ing the t wo
te rms. Th e ot he r two were also a rmy papers , sho w
ing his ap pointme nt in se rvice, first as corporal and
t he n as sergeant. He was recomp ensed for service
to his co untry by being bed ded in a pig-pen. Describ
ing the bun kh ouse, he sa id :

"The foreman showed me a big long shack a nd
sa id, ' You go in the re and find a bed: I came back
and told him I couldn' t find a ny bed. So he came
back and showed me. It was divid ed up into littl e
sta lls with an alley-way between . The re was hay in
the bunks, upon two-inch boards. Th ere we re hogs
beneat h us as it was built on a bank. The front end
was level with the ground and the back end was on
a bank. Underneat h was whe re all the old clothes
and wash wa ter a nd st uff was t hrown and the hogs
slept under th ere. The fleas and bed-bugs were
someth ing awf ul. I couldn' t sleep at all . They would
crawl up and d rop right in your fa ce. It was practi
cal ly impossib le to slee p. And the grub was poor
very poor."

A glimpse of what may be ca lle d "High Finance"
was reveal ed on July 17th, whe n Landis suspended
the I. 'V. W. cases for an hour or two. the defendants
and the jury remaining in the room, while he listened
to a petiti on in bankruptcy bro ug ht by numerous
peop le who had bough t stock in a mail-order corpor
ation afte r reading its circ ula r headed, " Making
Brains Produce Profits." Th e act ion developed
against the Riley Sch ube rt Grossman Company and
t hree othe r interlocking "blue-sky" concerns. The
judge made a drive on th is corporation which had
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capitalized for $1,250,000 without paying in a do llar,
and raised a laugh among the spectators when he
inquired of Mr . Grossman, the $15,000 president of
the company, who "Riley" was and learn ed that
"Riley" was a dog !-Schubert's and Grossman 's
canine "pardner.'

There followed mu ch reading from Solida rity r e
garding the Bisbee deportation; how farmers were
refusing to raise wheat at the price set by the gov
ernment ; a resolu tion opposing t he draft and de
manding a general strike in the coal mines, passed
by the U. Poi. W. of A. Loca l No. 1962, last year; also
Cha plin' s "Fable of Spiders and Flies," which to ld
how the ,.Agitator Fly" had obj ected to his kind
being eaten by sp iders, saying, "what is there in
common between Sp iders and Flies, anyway ? Why
not overthrow a ll Spiders and abolish t he Web? "
Also exc erpts from J ust us Ebert's book, "The New
Society," with its story of the Lawrence Str ike a nd
how the babies of the textile work ers were starving
in th e mothers' wombs-a-born dead-while a certain
employer took h is br ide on a honeymoon with t wo
Pullman cars for her pet dogs, which were fed upon
choice stea ks and kept in suites in Chicago's best
hotels.

This wa s followed by t he te stimony of Joseph
Davis, a government labor agent in the Forestry
Service, wh o told of employing about 600 I. W. \V:s
to fight fo rest fires in Montana . These men he hired
out of an 1. W . W. hall, and Davis said they gave
good service-"The best I ha ve eve r seen"-and
then he added-ulf it had not been for the I. W. W.
la5t year, the fOTe5t5 of Montana and northern Id aho
wouldn't be there now."

On cross-examination Nebeker tried to get Davis
to recant by sJyly inti mating that his government job
was in danger. Davis didn't scare and he ld to his
sto ry. It is noti ceable that the prosecution str ikes a
sna g in nearly every witness a nd can only put up a
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bluff at cross-examination- idle q uest ions which re
vea l not hing.

Ra lph Chaplin. defendan t , artist-poet, and editor
of "Solidar ity" during 1917, took the stand on the
morning of J uly 19th , 1918, and gave an account of
how his life's events ha d influenced his concl usions
upon indust rial and political q uestio ns . Born in Kan
sas thirty years ago, he had studied art at night
school while working during the day-t ime in the
da rkroo m, "spot-knoc king" ph otogra phs. Late r, an
other boss, knowing he was a "scissor- bill ," ha d him
pledge $10 a week out of a $16 wa ge to invest $500
in the boss' business. When that was pa id in , the boss
told him to go to hell and got another victim. This
$500 was recovered beca use Cha plin was a minor
when the contract was made ; so he took th is and
started into business for hi mself with ' the ambit ion
to be " inde pe nde nt." But-he found a t rust con
trolled all supplies and h e was unable to buy a ny
whe re and had to q uit . So he went ba ck to the easel.
wor king for wages. He then went to Mexico fOT
one year an d noted the extre me poverty of th e peon
class under the Diaz regime . Coming back, he ha d
worked for the Chicago Portra it Company until the
artists struck against condit ions the re. When that
str ike was lost he went to West Virgin ia. whe re he
did artist work in the coal minin g region. For several
years previous he had been a n ent husias t ic member
of the Socia list Party, "soap-boxing" a nd writing
articles . In West Virginia he d id much work on the
"Socia list a nd Labor Star" at Charleston. whic h
pape r became the spokesman for the U. 1\1. W . of A.
coal miners ' strike at P aint Cree k an d Cabin Creek.
During th is str ike Chaplin ac quired his hatred of the
labor-cr ushing mil itia . He described to the j ury the
"Bull Moose Special," an armored train , bu ilt by
union machinists in the C. & O. shops , loop-holed
for ma chine g uns and ri fles ; a tra in that was man ned
by Baldwin-Felts detectives an d comma nded by
Quinn Morton , a company su perinte ndent, a nd in the
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I
darkness run throu gh the str ike rs' colony at Holly
Grove, belching de ath to men, wome n and ch ildren.
Chaplin ca me out of that strike zone with undying
hat e for industrial tyranny. He had written many
poe ms a bout that strike and Vanderveer rea d them

1 to the jur;r: " What Happened in the Hollow," " The

'
i Mine Guard ," " When the Leans Come Out," and

" Too Rott en Rank for Hell!' The latter Va nderveer
asked about. "Does it ex press your contempt for
the prostitute newspa per men? " " Well ," said Chap-
lin, "a pa rt of it." .

Chaplin told how the Socialists in West Virginia
had won all the local elections during th e strike, but
were kept out of office by bayonets. He explained
th e I. W. W. attitude on violence a nd that sabotage
was neithe r vio lence nor destruct ion, but the "black
cat" an emblem of bad luck for the boss.

" Those who never work:' Cha plin said, gla ncing
quickly at Nebeker, " do not know the re is a class
str uggle ."

Re ferring to Nebeker's a llusion to sabotage as a
"secret doctrine" Cha plin said , "Secrecy is not neces
sa ry ; we want the whole world to know."

In regard to the charge of "disloyalty," etc ., Van 
derveer qu estio ned Chapli n at some length.

VANDERVEER : You remem ber wh en mil ita r ism
was first disc us..sed here before we entered the wa r?

A. Oh, yes.
Q . Ca mpa ign ing for it all over the count ry ?
A. Yes.
Q. Did that arouse a ny special a pp rehension in

your mind ?
A. Yes, it did.
Q. Of what na tu re ?
A. That the militaristic syste m would be built up

in these United States by the powers of invisible gov
ernment, similar to the milit.arism of Germ any. In
other words, that the American people, in sp ite of
their sp iri t of freedom, woul d re ach the stage here
in these states an d cit ies where a civilian would be
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brushed off the side wa lk by an officer in uniform and ·
where the civilia n population would have to kow
tow to military rule all t he time, a nd where military
means wou ld be used to keep the workers cowed and
subj ugated beneath the rule of the master class 81
ways. I saw that coming, or felt it coming.

Q . Did anything occur during the year of 1917
to co nfirm your fea rs?

A. Yes, ind eed, a great ma ny things.
Q. Where ?
A. Well, the a rrest of our boys by the militia . It

was r ight in keeping with the things that have been
hammered into me ever since I had the power to
obse rve anyth ing.

Q. Do you st ill believe th at that use will be made
of t roops, fo r brea kin g st rikes in this co untry? ~

A. I don't see any reason why they shoul~ , "
cha nge now, unless there is some z ovemmental
power strong enough and clean enough to take hold.
Wa ll St reet wants it that way.

Q. W hat a re your sentiments.. about the flag,
Ralph '/

A. Like everybody else, every American boy, at
least, 1 wa s taught that the flag was th e symbol of
freedom. It was th e symbol of th ings that my fore
fa thers had lived for, fought for and d ied for ; that
the flag stoo d for Am erican free dom; that this Amer
ica n fre edom was different fro m the freedom in other
countr ies and that t he flag stood for it all.

Cha plin said he ha d seen the flag used for other
purposes-at La wre nce, Lowell -

Q . How about the Lumber Strike ; t he cry of
pa t riotism throughou t that ? How did th at affect
)'ou ?

A. Well , it is t he same thing. To my mind, the
flag has been stolen from me by the people who have
sto len the whole of the United States from the Amer
ican people; t hese men of Big Business, of invisibl e
government , they have laken my land away from
me; they ha ve taken my flag away from me. ItU

"
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\ my flag as much as it is theirs; but they have arro
I gated this unto themselves. They say that the man
~ who do es not do as they want him to d o is a traitor.
\ But it is the ideas back of the flag that I particularly
. sta nd for. I say that this cou nt ry now-I cannot see

wh ere this country now is the sa me, or has the sa me
spir it it had back in 1776. In other words, I see this
country now ruled by a profiteer ing gang. Th ese men
who say- " We are th e government; we a re the coun
try; th is is our f lag,"-they will make you kiss it on
the sligh tes t provocat ion, assuming you are a traitor
at hea rt. or tha t you are disloyal , when they the m
selves a re co ining their so-calle d patriotism into bil
lion s a nd bill ions of do llars.

On Saturday, July 20t h, George Ricker. a Men
tana lumb er-jack, member of the I. W. W., told why
he had joined t he un ion. how great a change the
un ion had v...rought in hours. wages and condit ions ;
a lso, he to ld how he had , with other I. W. W.'s
fought forest fir es last summer. As a " blanket sti ff"
he had carried his bed on his back for 22 years. "But
that is over now ;" he sa id , " t he I. \V. W. 'jacks'
burned t he ir rolls of blankets on Ma y Ist, 191 8, and
ma de the bosses furnish decent bed ding ."

"Red" Br esna n, of I. U. 1\0. 400 told how the I.
W. W. had improved conditions in the harvest fields
and had had no strike in 1917 outside of th e retalia
t ion st r ike direct ed at Aberdeen, So uth Dakota,
Vigilantes. " Red" also to ld how the Minnesota
" home guard" militia ha d sho t up the I. W. 'V. hall
last year in Minneapolis.

John Doran, now a shipyard worker at Seattl e,
but formerly a Butte mine r, appeared to te stify a bout
Butte. He lived t he re for th irty years and was

. Cou nty Clerk un der the Soc ialist regime before the
Soc ia lists were bla cklist ed out of Butte. Doran had
a hand in the 1914 independent union a nd last year
had taken a leading part in forming the Metal Mine
W orkers' Union which ca lled t he st r ike . when he
mentioned Bill y Oates, the hook -handed gunman,
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Xebe ke r paled, as he a lways does at the mention of
his na me, and, tu rning to Va nderveer said he would
concede th at the I. W. \V. ha d not ca used the Butte
Strike. This ended t he week's session.



CHAPTER IX.

THE tw el fth week of evidence-the Class War in
court-and defendant a fter defendant tak ing the
stand to hurl defianc e in the fa ce of ind ustria l

tyranny ; staunch and unsh akable in adherence to
the principles of t he One Big Union and every word
be~ring the deep sinceri ty of "men who do." These,
with many outside corroborative witnesses, made a
lively and interesti ng we ek.

Th e firat witness on July 22nd, Chr ist Sauser , had
taken t he stand j ust previous to Saturday's adjour n
ment . Sauser, a man 55 years of age , was born in
Germany.. but is now a citize n of the United States,
having lived here for 37 years. Sauser joined the 1.
W. W. in July, 19 17. at Seattl e a nd had worked h is
way east to see h is boy in Chi cago. who was drafted ,
and to teat ify " for the boys here." He found very
fe w Germans in t he 1. W. \V., he said , whil e telling
of his experiences in the lumber strike region. As a
member of the U. l\I. W. of A. he h ad worked fo r
years in coa l mines, b ut said that the 1. \V. W. was
the better form of unionism.

R. J . W hittake r or .l\I i.'lSO'JI3, Mon tana, a n ex
sheri ff a nd ow ner of a 640-acre ra nch , t est ified tha t
the lumber str ike was very peaceable and that the
I. , V. W " wh om h e had hired on his t hres hing cre ws,
were good workmen, Du ring t he stri ke the 1. W , W.
secretary had so lici ted his ass istance in an effort to
close the sa loons . The witness tried to d o th is but
was blocked by the lu m ber compa nies and a preach er
named Gadaben who said , "Let the Joggers go broke
and they will have to go back to work." T he witness
st a ted that he was n ow on the State Exec utive Board
of the Non-Partisan Lea gue, which led Nebeker to
hint at that orga nis a t ion's "alleged disloyalty." Van
derveer then p roceeded to "brand this lie riaht on

13.

1
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the nose" as coming from the Grain Trust. Whit
ta ke r had two sons in the army a nd owne d Liberty
Bonds gal ore.

VANDER VEER : Do you do your own thresh ing ?
A. Yes, and my neighbors' a s well .
Q. Have you and your neighbors employed 1.

W. W.'s ?
A. Why, yes ; we employed them the same as

anyone else .
Q . Did they ever throw pitchforks through your

machine. or iron or roc ks ?
A. No.
Q . Did th ey ever destroy property or rai se hell ?
A. Not that I ever heard of, exce pt in the news-

papers . The newspapers were always full of it.
J ohn J. Keenan, a defenda nt, di amfsaed since the

trial began, took the stand. An ere ct a nd vigoro us
man, though 64 ye ars of age, he told his story.
Known as "The Sergeant" among the 1. ' V. W. mem
bers beca use of his 12 years service in the Bri tish
Arm y, Keena n was a living witness to the stup id ity
of the Department of Justice. Keenan was on th e
Exec utive Board of the old Ama lgamated Iron W ork
era and took part in the Homestead str ike in Pen n
sylva nia in 1892. He told in detail of the battle there
between 300 Pinkerton scabs , sen t in by Henry C.
Frick, a nd th e strikers. Blacklisted everywhere. he
had since been a migratory worker. going back to
England to serve as a soldier. Kee nan has a son
with the army in France .

VA NDERVEER: From your experience as a
sold ier , how have you come to regard war in gen
eral?

A. ] hate it .
Q . Did you ever consp ire to stab your boy in the

bac k?
A. No, sir .
Q. Did these other boys over here (indicating the

defenda nts ) do a nyth ing of that sort?
A. Never.

•
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Tom Bell, a lumberj ack, and for one year an I .
W. W . memb er, tol d of the lum ber str ike an d how
it wa s caused by conditions. " Only a fool would
advocate dr iving sp ikes in logs," sa id Bell in contra
diction to the charge of the prose cution. Nebeker
aga in began admitting points of contention here .
Bell was aske d about the I. '\F. W. attitu de on booze.
Nebeker sa id, "we will admit the organization 's a t
titude aga inst liq uor."

" I thought you said that was j ust some of our
camo uflage," said Vanderveer. Grinning at Nebe
ker's discomfiture, he continued-"How about th e
stand against viole nce? Do you admit that ?"

"No, we don't" snapped Ne beke r.
"Well , a nyhow," replied Vanderveer, turning to

resume examination, "We will make you admit
that."

Bell then began to tell ho w the I. W . ' V. fire
fighters had saved the forests ofthe Northwest last
year. Nebeker again interrupted with a n a dmission
by the Government. "We will have no rebutta l on
th e fire-figh ting," he sa id .

Arthur Boose, defendant, to ld the story of h is
life as only Arthur Boose h imself can tell it-how
and why he became a n 1. W. W. J oe Grabe r, de
fendant, followed Boose upon the sta nd . Gra ber was
born in Russian Pola nd wh ere, ear ly in his youth, he
joined the Russian Social Dem ocratic Party. Aft er
being persecuted for revolutionary ac tivity, he fled
Russia to work in the mines of Ge rmany . But the
Kaiser liked him not, and as the Ka iser and the Tsar
cons pired to make Europe unpleasant for him, he
came to Am erica in un o. Here he found a larger
measure of politica l liberty but found as well a n in
dustria l tyranny wh ich ca used him to join the 1. W.
W. Graber was one of the 262 I. W. ' V.'8 a r rested
by the " Black Cossac ks" under the direct ion of Sher
iff Phill ips at Old Fo rge, Pennsy lva nia, in 1916, dur
ing a str ike in the coal mines. Graber contrad icted
some of the statements ma de by Sher iff Buss, witn ess
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fo r the prosecution, wh ich worthy had arrested
Praeh ner, Ba ldazzi and Graber in J une , 1917. In
J uly , 1917, Graber was arrested at Scranton as a
"German Spy" and has been in jail ever since , being
practica lly interned without charges until indicted
at Chicago on September 28th, 1917.

Geo rge Hardy , defendant, was born in Yorkshire,
England, he said , upon taking t he witness chair.
For three years under colors for England, he had
served in the Boer War. Of h is six brot hers wh o had
all volunteered in t he present war, two were killed
in action, one ot he r ha s been gasse d , and another is
now in a hospital , wounde d. Du ri ng 19 15 Hardy
worked on the docks at Hull, England, and later as
seaman on the t ransports ca rry ing troops and mun i
tio ns from Britain to Belg ium, dodging subma r ines.
In 1916 he came to th e Un ited States and j oined th e
I. ' V. W. because its form of organization resembled
the British Transport Wo rkers Federation . . . "It
took in everybody, and I saw t he I. W. W. was t he
same." After work ing on a Brit ish transport plying
between Europe and America, he took se rvice on the
U. S. Transport Crook, carrying horses and supplies
between Anchorage, Alaska, and Seattle. Most of t he
crew on t he " Crook" w-ere I. \V. W., he sa id. Hardy
said Eu ropean labor knows a ll about sabotage, and
he la ughed at the proeecution'a endeavor to make
sabotage appear mysterious and sinister by f ussing
over the " black cat."

Richard Brazier, defendant, member of the Gen
eral Executive Board, t esti fied to the fact that the
I. W. W. had nev er taken an official st and for or
against the war, although urged to do so by many
members. including Frank Littl e a nd himself . Th ere
was a hope less disagreement among the members of
the G. E. B. and t he matter had been dropped after
hot d iscussion at the G. E. B. regular me eting at
Ch icago in J uly, 1917 .

Bert Lorton, defend ant, sa id he was born in Bir
mingham, England, 41 years a go, and under cross-

I
I

I
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examina tion admitted that he actually was secretary
of a loca l Recruiting Union, that his office at Ch icago
was in the same bu ilding as Haywood's office, a nd
further, that he persisted in remai ning a memb er
when he kn ew that the un ion was growing . Porter
got a ll "het up" because Lorton ha d not become a
citizen . So Lorton ex plained:

" The reason I did not become a citizen, in the first
p lace, in th e west wh ere I lived at that time, the re
was a great object ion to a ma n that belonged to any
radical organization becoming a citizen of the
United States. It was fo ught out in the courts by a
man named Leonard Olson. I am not look ing for
notoriety-I do not care to fight it out in any court.
Now, another reason is this ; to be a citizen you have
got to stay in one pl ace and ha ve your home there,
a nd it is not possible for lots of men doing that kind
of work to have a home of any k ind. Another reason
is that I think I am as good a citizen as any ma n ; I
am an ind ustrial cit izen ; I work in the industries and
I ha ve help ed to produce the wealth of th is country,
and the only way I cou ld get a vote was to vote in the
union to which I belonged; that is t he only way a
worke r can get a vote in th is count ry for th e better
ment, not only of his condition, but the country's
conditio n."

S. 1. Ph illips, now a n employe e of the Cal um et
and Ari zona Mining Company, (t he C. & A.) of Bis
bee, Arizona, and a deputy sheriff under Ha rry
W heeler at the t ime of the deportation, July 12th,
1917 , told of the conditions in the mines which
brought on the st r ike and how the strike was "very
orderly on the part of the atr ikera." Ph illips had
other duties and was not called upon to he lp deport
the strikers, but he ha d talked with them when they
were loaded into cattle ca rs for deportati on. He
heard Sh er iff Wheeler te ll John Greenway, ma nager
of the C. & A. Company, to pick out a ll men who
would consent to go back to work a nd stand them to
one side. Few men wo uld consent , despite the
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rumors that the dep orted men were to be sent to
Fra nce. The men said they would "rather go to
France th an work in Bisbee mines, anyh ow."

Loyalty Leaguers were armed with the regulati on
rifle supplied to soldiers by the U. S.; also they were
furnished with machine guns, and Phill ips sa id he
was told by Loyalty Leagu ers that d a y t hat- "the
government is behind it:' Afterwa rd Phill ips wa s in
t he polic e court when a deported mi ner wh o had dared
to return was "tried" for "vagra ncy" before Judge
Frank Thomas. The miner said he had "const it u
tional rights and money in h is pocket:' Judge
Thomas told him, "M oney in your pocket and const i
t utiona l right means 'Guilty: Get out of town or 90
days on the road." The J udge then turned to Phil
lip s and sa id privately that he " did wrong but was
fo rce d to do it."

CLEARY: Did he say wh o forced him to do it ?
A. He said he was forc ed by the Loyalty League.
Q. Did he say wh at the League would do to him

if he didn't do it ?
A. He sa id he would lose his j ob.
Q. How does he hold h is office ?
A. By a ppointment , by the City Counc il.
Both Greenway a nd Wheeler later received com

missions as officers in the U. S. Anny, said Phillips.
Walter Smith , defendant, told in detail of the

how, the wh en a nd the whe re of the North west
Lumber Strike. Th e I. W. W. he sa id , had eleva ted
the standard of livin g a nd had helped the loggers to
"become more lik e men than d ogs." Smit h became
angry at Porter's idea of "leaders in the I. \V. W."
when Porter insisted that J ames Rowan " was the
head of I. U. No. 500."

" Rowan ain 't the head of No. 500" sna pped
Smit h , " the head of No. 500 is th e rank and file of
No. 500."

The A. F. of L. had str uck for the 8-ho ur day
last summer and close d d own all the sawmills in
western Washington, so the go vernment couldn't
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ge t any lumber, j ust as the 1. 'V. W. struck in the
ca mps, yet Smith hadn't heard of Gompers being
jailed for it.

VA NDERVEER : Was there any thought iJ1 con
nection with th e strike in the wood s last year of in
te rfer ing with the government ope rations, Walter ?

A. Not that I know of.
Q . If your 8-hour day had been gra nte d and

decent conditions established in the camps , would
you ha ve gone back to work ?

A. There would not have been any str ike .
C. W. Da vis, defendant, a lso testified a bout the

lumber str ike which was really started by the action
of th e Internationa l Union of Timber Workers in
calling a str ike of A. F. of L. millmen-c-the I. Vii". W.
on the coast had struck afte r the A. F . of L. had
a lread y decid ed a date for s tr ike . Davis was on the
only str ike commi ttee in Seattle an d as it was a
local committee with an office at the local hall, 208 %
South Seco nd Avenue, it was called the "Seattle
Strike Comm ittee" and had never signed itself "The
St r ike Committee" as those words a ppear in the now
notorious "German people" letter.

VANDERVEER: When you wrote lett ers , did
you send them out ?

A. Certainly.
Q . Do you have any idea how a letter addressed

to Haywood who was in Chicago and written at
208% South Second Avenue in Seattle , should get
into the Union Block in Seattle , seve n blocks a way ?

A. No.
G. J. Bourg, defendant, told of the raids by mili

t iamen upon the 1. W. W. Hall at Kan sas City, Mis
souri , ea r ly in 1917, whe n these worthies, led by an
officer wh o was a city detective, and protected by
the police, repeatedly came into the hall , d runk, and
wreck ed th e furn iture a nd bea t up the 1. W . W.
members. When the victims complained the City
Attorney sa id that the militia " had h is conse nt to
raid the 1. 'V. 'V. hall any time they wished to."



Page One Hundred Thirty-seven

Later Bourg ha d been secretary at Aberdeen,
South Dak ota, where he was jail ed one night at 1 :30
A. M. He was taken in a n automobile by the Chief
of Police of Aberdeen to the edge of t own where a
ba nd of Vigil antes appeared and held him down
while one of their nu mb er beat him un mercifully with
a he avy club. He was th reatened with de ath if he
r eturned, but went back the next day . He tri ed to
get redress with a lawyer-fail ed- and left Aber
deen disabled when the I. W. w. th rew a picket line
aro und that sect ion and said-"Let the Vigil an tes do
the work."

Char les Pl ahn , defendant, t esti fied. About the
only serio us charge agai nst Pl ahn was t ha t he had
been beaten up by Steel Tr ust g unmen at Besseme r,
Mich igan , las t summer. He had survived the beating ,
had r ea d Solidarity an d had pai d h is du es. There
fore , these being cr imes, he was indicted .

Another defendan t, equa lly a ma lefactor, was
Sigfr ied Stenberg, wh o was bookkeeper for th e
Swedish pa per " All ann" last year. He worked for
the boss da ytime to support h is 'wife and baby gir l
and at nigh t he had volu nta rily con tributed an hour
or so to post a ledger. Despite .his youth and soft 
voiced bash fulness, Sigfried 'wag evide ntly a dee
perete character, as he , too, ha d been ind icted a nd
in jail for ten months, whil e his wife and ba be re
lied up on the 1. W. W. for support, an d , by the way,
had rece ived it in spite of the efforts of the Depar t
ment of J ustice to strangle the I. Vol . W. defense an d
relief fund by seizure of the organization's mail in
t ransit.

Likewise, Fran k Westerlund, defendant , was a
ba d g uy, a " re a l bad g uy," who had taken subscrip
tions for the Fi nni sh I. W. W. paper " Indust rialisti"
while talking with othe r Finlan ders a round Duluth,
Minnesota, st reets. Then, last summer. he had gone
west on a n excu rsio n trip and had talked with some
Finlanders in their beardi ng-houses. Ha ! Nebeker
though t to make a point :
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NEBEK ER : These Finnish people you talked to
were working people, were they ?

A. Sure : I never saw any mill ionaires living in a
min er's boarding-house.

On J uly 24th , J ohn Marlin, defendant a nd former
secretary of the Sea ttle District of Lumber Workers '
1. U. No. 500, took the stand. Ma rlin had his office
in Room 40 , Union Block, Seattle, on t he floor above
Room 25, editorial office of th e "Indust ria l Worker"
wh ere th e " Germa n people" letter was a lleged to
ha ve " been found in a tin box."

Martin had co-operated with Dr. Carleto n Parker
who tried to se ttle the Lumber Strike in t he interest
of the War Department. The Lumbermen 's Associa
tion had refused both the nationa l and state go ver n
ment's re quests to grant the 8-hour day to the I.
W . W. and to the Ind ustr ial Union of Timb erworkers
of the A. F. of L. which st r uck simultaneously with
the 1. Vtl . ' V. Ma rlin de nied kn owled ge of the "Ger
man peop le" letter a nd sa id th at the statio nery it
was written on had been discarded when the Seattle
District got letterheads of its ow n. Vanderveer
calle d Nebeker's two asstst a nta, who were in charge
of seized correspondence, to the stand, wh ere both
admitted that no ot he r letter signed " The Strike
Committee " had been found in any file. Some of th e
methods used by the governm ent raiders were shown
by Ma rtin's te stimon y.

VANDERVEER : Where were yo u at the time of
the government raids Se ptember 5th ?

A. I was at the office in the Union Block.
Q . And the government ca me in there with

search wa rra nts and went through your st uff ?
A. 'Veil , they came in- two or th ree g overnm ent

officers and five or six un iformed police.
Q . What did th ey do?
A. Just st arted in- there were a good ma ny

cards hanging on t he wall of memb ers of t he I. U. T.
that ha d transferred into t he I. W. W . Those cards
were red, just like our own, and I sup pose that
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caught their eye , a nd t hey started in and tore them
down. So I walked over towards them a nd asked
them what t hey were do ing and what aut hor ity they
ha d, so one produced a searc h wa rrant and let me
look it ove r.

Q. What did they take from the office?
A. They took eve rything, even my laundry .
Q. Did t hey ta ke any of the fixtures?
A. They took a ll our papers ; all our filing cab in

ets; waste paper baskets. They did ove rl ook the
spittoons, though. Th ey too k everyth ing there was
in the office, t yp ewrit ers and adding machines. They
handl ed it very r ough.

Q. Did you ever get a ny of them back ?
A. No, sir .
Q. Have yo u tried to get them back?
A. Yes, sir. I also tried to get an inventory of

what they took, but I have n't got a ny.
Q. Were those typewriters g uilty of anything,

or were the adding ma ch ines guilty of anything ?
A. Not that I know of. The typ ewriters might

have missp ell ed a word now and then.
Martin , though indicted last September, was not

arrested until just previous to the trial. He told why
he would not surrende r.

" I did not have any desire to become a victi m of
syphilis or consum ption like some of the boys have
become ove r in t he Cook County Jail . We hea rd
about those things; how they were being treated."

VA NDERVEER: Do you know how ma ny of
t hese boys here have become tubercular the re?

A. A good many.
Ne be ke r seemed worked up ove r "that German,

Karl Marx," and qu estioned Martin closely up on
what books were in the I. W. W. hall a t Seattle .

.I-;EBEKER: Karl Ma rx has been r eferred to a s a
sort of foster-father of this organizati on, hasn 't he?

A. The lumber barons a nd the industrial kings
are the foster-fathers of this organ izatio n.

Vanderveer called defendant C. H. Rice to name
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over from memory a long list of claeeified and scie n
tific books kept at the Seattl e hall . There followed
some humor on cross-examina tion .

l\'"EBEKER: Were there a ny books written by an
I. W. W. other than rea d in evidence here ?

A. I don't know wh ether Victor Hugo was an I.
\ 1{. W. or not; I hav e neve r see n him ar ound th e hall
there.

Q. Oh, you hav e not ?
A. :Ko; Karl Marx might have been, though.
Geo rge Andreytch ine, defenda nt, who was edi tor

of the Bulgar ia n language paper for the I. W. W.
during 1917, took the witness cha ir to te ll how it
was that the paper had such a stro ng anti-militaristi c
characte r. It de veloped that Andreytchine'e hostility
to militar ism was not directed by any thought of op
posing the United States in the prosecution of th is
wa r, but an inherent dislike for wa r in general and
the poison of Prussien militarism in particular.

Andreytchine' s experiences as a sold ier in Bul
gar ia were broug ht out to show that those wh o taste
the ho rrors of wa r have reason to abhor it .

VANDERVEER: How long were you in the mili-
ta ry serv ice of Bulgaria ?

A. Eleven months.
Q. Did you see an y active d uty ?
A. Yes, almost eve ry sin g le dar of miJitary ser-

vice was in the t renches.
Q . In what war ?
A. In both the first and second Balkan wars .
Andreytehine to ld of the terrible at rocities prac-

ticed by both sides an d of the bru tality of the officers
to th e common soldiers-" The rat ions allowed to us
were cut down to make some of the regimental of
fice rs profit, and duri ng the war some of our men ,
who were acting as censo rs , got letters from officers
to their wives telling them that the longer the war
las te d the better for them, because they a re in soft
a nd will fiJI their pockets, while we, the dogs, are
dying for them. And I also remember when we took
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Adrianople, a big fortress, and we lost 11,000 dead
in three days and nights; the next day march ing
th rough the streets, we found thousands of mer
chants coming from Bulgaria a ll ready to start bus i
ness th ere and exploit t he po or, ignorant peop le that
are found in all communities. We found over 180,
000 Turkish soldie rs there, dying from starvation
and cholera. Our officers were a lways be h ind us;
they comma nded from behind with telep hones ; on ly
the non-commissioned officers who we re from the
ranks were in the trenches."

Q. Then, during t he second war in which you
were ali gned against Greece, did you see active
service?

A. Yes, ou r regiment was still in the th ick of the
fight and we were put near Sa lon iki at a town calle d
Kilkesh, and we fought th e Greek Army, which was
superi or in nu mbe rs , fo r over eight days. Many a
day we had no food and there was no wa ter in that
field . On the 21st of J une our positions we re broken ;
the Greeks, reinforced by Serbian troop s, to ok our
front trenches and d rove us ba ck. Th eir machine
guns a nnihilated whole regiments. Our loss was
about 8,000.

Q . On your side?
A. On our side, and 1 wa s wounded that day by

shrapnel in the righ t foot and bayonet in the back .
Q. What year was this, Oecrger
A. 1913.
Q. Did your experien ces in that army lend any

color to your ideas?
A. Yes, the experiences in t he army ta ugh t me

to abhor war and everything t hat is con nected wit h
it-militarism and preparedness a nd patriotism.

Q. Had you eve r witn essed or heard of brutal
ities visited up on women of your country?

A. Yes, sir. It wa s done by a ll armies ; first,
wh en I wa s a little boy, it was done by t he Turkish
army. :Many of the women who were outraged died.
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Then afterwards it was don e by our own army in
Turkey.

Then, when we were driven back by the Turks,
Greeks and Serbia ns, it was d one up on those same
wome n by the invadi ng armies, and I have se en with
my own eyes atrocities committed up on women by
Bulgarian sold iers a nd that made me hate a ll a rmies ,
any army, Bulgarian in clud ed .

It was apparent that Andreytchlne' s exp erien ces
had had someth ing t o do w ith hi s p olicy as an edito r ,
which policy, it was sh own, met with op posit ion a t
a meeting of the 1. W . ' V. ed itors h el d in May, 1917.
There he had 'quarre led with Chap lin and others
who, so h e said, had determined to keep to industrial
progra ms and to avoid a ll comment upon war or
consc r iptio n. In fact, the "cons pira to rs ," fa r fro m
having a "meeting of minds," had disagreed upon
matt ers of policy a nd cursed eac h other roundly.

Andreytch ine had lived in France a nd st a ted
that the French Confederation General Du Travail,
in common wi th all Eu ro pean unions, is r evolutionary
in aim, and di ffers wide ly from the conservati ve
spir it of the A. F. of L.

He a lso told of being involv ed in the Iron Miners'
St r ike on the Mesaba Ra nge in Minnesota in 1916,
when 20 ,00 0 unorga nized mi ners st ruc k against the
feudalisti c cont ro l of the Steel Trust and how thou
sands of gunmen had been de p utized t o intimidat e
t he strikers; h ow J ohn All ar h ad been m urdere d on
the picket lin e, a nd of th e arrest of st r ike lea ders
upon a murder charge g rowing out of a shoot ing af
fray between deputies and miners at the home of
Joseph Masonovlch, a str ik er .

Andreytchine had opposed Germany and Ger
man soc ia lism and had pilloried Scheidemann and
Sudekim, as " tra ito rs t o internationalism ." Nebeker
asked if Karl Marx wa s no t born in Germany a nd the
witness sa id, "Yes, b ut he was exiled from Germany
and hi s books were 'verboten' by Bismarck."
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Nebeker's questio ns upon philosophy elicit ed the
foll owing from Andreytchine :

"Nothing that is is ' radica l:" All things that
ex ist are na t ural. The anarchists wo uld destroy the
state ; socialists would contro l the state- the latter
being the most supe rficial program of applied soci
ology ."

J ohn I. Turner, defenda nt, told of the st r ike of
"river-hogs" on the Fortine River in Montana, which
was the beginning of the big Lumber Strike of 1917.
When troop s were ca lled in an officer to ld Turner
that he was "surpr ised at the strike be ing so peace
able ."

It happen ed that Turner had acted as attorney
for the str ike rs wh o were arrested and tried before
a Justice of Peace at Eure ka, Montana .

" Are yo u a lawyer?" asked Vanderveer, smiling .
"No-c-o, ' drawled Turner, a sout he rner by birth .
"Well," said Vanderveer, "did 3'OU win the

case?"
"We sure did!" sa id Turner-and everybody

la ughed.
Peter R. Green, defendant , a lso testified about

the Lumber Strike. Like Turner, he sta ted that an
ant i-conscr iptio n resoluti on passed by the Lumber
Workers' Conventio n before the wa r had been for
gotte n and had nothing to do with the strike of 1917.
It appeare d that the Sea ttl e A. F. of L. and nu merous
othe r bodies of labor had also passed re solutions.
Peter Green told al so of his arrest at Kla math Fall s,
Ore go n, on some absurd charge because a flour mill
had burned. The lumber company had inc ited such
hostility a gainst the I. W . W. that a lawyer, coming
from Portland to defen d him, had been run out of
town and threatened with lyn ching.

Olin B. Anderson. defendant, t estified that he
ha d j oined the I.W.W. in March, 1917, and had spent
most of the t ime since in j ail . The a pparent reason
Was t hat he had written articles for SOUDARITY-
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news articles showing the progress of the Lumber
Strike.

On July 26th, W . E. Hall, a witness from GraY5
H arbor, Washington, ra ther confounded the p rose
cution by declaring that the A. F. of L. precipitated
t he lumber str ike in western Wash ington. Ha ll, who
was then Vice-President of the International Union
of Tlmberworkers, sa id tha t un ion dec ided, at a con
ventio n hel d in June, 1917, t o stri ke on July 15th,
1917, for th e 8-ho ur day. The I. \V. W. had fina lly
decided, ear ly in July, to st ri ke in the W estern, or
Seattle District, a nd both Unions struck slmultane
ously ; the A. F. of L. cont rolling main ly the mills
and the I. W . W. contro lling chiefl y the logging
camps. T he first camp that st ru ck was half I. \V. W.
and half 1. U. T., sa id Hall, who a dded that Gompers
had end orsed the strike b)' an open lette r to the
st rikers.

VANDERVEER : After the strik e was declared.
what were you r duties a nd where did they take )'ou !

A. I wa s orga nizer for the Int ernationa l Union
of 'I'imberworkers. I was in Seattle, Ta coma , Port
Angeles, Everett, Bellingham, Enumclaw, Rainier,
Centralia, Olympia, Aberdeen and Hoq uia m.

Q. W hat percentage of the lumber sect ion does
th at represe nt ?

A. Alm ost a ll in western Washington .
Q. Did you ever obse rve or hear of any viole nce

or d estruction or lawlessn ess started by the str ikers
in any of t hose places.

A. T here was absolutely none.
Hall sai d that he, acting for the I. U. T., had

p ulled t he Al oha Lum ber Company's men on strike
and contra dicted in that statement the testimony of
Fra nk Milward, who had testified for the prosecu
tion that the " I. \"r, W. did it."

VANDERVE ER: Did y ou pull a ny other camp!
before you returned to Aberdeen ?

A. I'o, sir.
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Q. when you returned to Aberdeen, what oc-
curred?

A. Mr. Dole, the manager, had a warrant for me.
Q . Were you arrest ed?
A. Yes , sir .
Q . On what charge ?
A. Cha rged with being an enemy of t he govern

ment ; interfering with production of spruce, and it
went on for a bout a whole page- I don't kn ow what
it wa s.

Q. Were you tried?
A. Yes , sir .
Q . What happened at the trial?
A. Tne prosecutor of Grays Harbor County sa id

there was no stat ute to cover the indictment. I was
turned loose.

Q. What, if anything, ha d yon done to h ind er
t he production of spruce ?

A. Called the men on st r ike.
Q . .Was that after your action had been approved

by Mr. Marsh, President of the Washington State
Federation of Labor and member of the State Council
of Defense?

A. Yes, sir.
Q . Mr. Hall , after the Secretary of Wa r had re

q uested the concession by the mill owners of the
B-hour day and that request had been rej ected by
them, do you know of any of their officials who were
arrested as you were for interfer ing with production
of spr uce?

A. No air .
Q. You a re no' ...' a member of t he I. \V. \V., are

you not ?
A. Yes, sir.
Q . \Vhen and where did you join ?
A. Last Christmas , at Seattle.
Q . W hy did you join ?
A. I jo ined after about two years investigation of

the I. W. W. .
Q. Had any sp ecial reason been furn ished you?
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A. Well , my reason for thinking that the A. F.
of L. is not organized in the proper manner is be
cause they put the craft before the organization.
What I m ean is the Sh ing le W eavers with 3,000 mem
bers, thinks his d inky little union is of more im
portance than th e welfare of the wh ole organiza
tion. They have no transfer ca rd system and among
us men who work at a lmos t un skilled work, it is
necessary to have a universal tra nsfer card. To ex
plain the matter : The A. F. of L. has a union called
the Cooks and Waiters of America . It has another
called the Marine Coo ks and Stewards. Now be
tween these two unions a man that coo ks on the
water-he cannot cook on the land, unless he pays
a new initiation fee and takes out a new ca rd and
becomes a new union man. An other reason, I found
out that signing contracts with employers, that there
is no way to make them obs erve contracts unless you
have economic power to enforce them. The Timber
workers signed contracts during 1917, direct with
various employe rs; the emp loye rs rep udiated all
contracts a nd came out for the open shop. So th ere
isn't anything in f orming a cont ract in my estimat ion.

Q . Did yo u obse rve a nythin g a bout the conduct
of the I. W. W. in t he ir strike which in any manner
influe nced you in becoming a member?

A. Yes, sir. It was the most pea ceable st ri ke I
think I eve r sa w conducted on the Pa cific Coast .

Following Han, A. V. Azuara, defendant, editor
of the Spanish la nguage paper, took the stand. He
was born in Spain and told ho w the lib erals of
Spain had opposed the monarchy by holding up the
republics of Mexico and the United State s as havens
of refuge. Azuara had thought to better h is condi
tions by going to Mexico; but, much to h is surprise,
had found in the Mexican republic a horrible sys te m
of peonage, of barbarous exploitat ion under the re
gime of President Dia z, wh o had consp ire d with in
va ding capita l and established virtual slavery under
his military dictatorship. Azuara told of t he horrors
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suffered b)' pe ons in the fields of Yucatan, of the
massacre by soldiers of the texti le st rike rs at Rio
Bla nco ; of the " ley de fuga" and how Standard Oil,
Guggenheim, Hearst and others ha d corrupted that
republic as they had this one. Mexican pa pers in
oppos it ion to Dia z had cited th e U. S. as what a re
public should be, had spoken of how free the work
ers of the U. S. were ; therefore, Azuara emigrated
here only to tast e of such freedom as was offered
his class at Lud low, at the Durst hop-ra nch in Cali
forn ia , a nd in the sa lm on canneries of Alaska , where
he had worked. He had joined the I. W. W. because
experi ence had shown him that Wo odrow Wilson 's
book "The New Freedom" was corre ct in stating
that the ind ustrial kings of Ameri ca controlle d the
govern ment. On cross -exam inatio n prosecutor Porter
de mand ed in a voice of path etic Indignation-c-vIf
you don 't lik e th is country, the n why don't you go
back where you ca me fro m- a nswer that ?" "Be
ca use ," retorted Azuara, "the low wages paid here
prevented me from eve r accumulattnz enough to pay
my ret urn passage."

It will be r eca lled that earlier in the trial the
prosecutor ha d sough t to prove that some Finla nd
ers in Minn esota bad not registered because they
were I. W. W. members. Now, the defense brought
witnesses to prove that this was a Finnish ma tter ,
and not an I. W. W. matter , as the Finns were sub
j ects of Russia and had been exempte d f rom all mil
itary sen 'ice by order of Tsar Nicholas. w heth er 1.
W. W. or not , they had mistakenly supposed them
selves exempt from operat ion of the Registrat ion
Act, even the attorney for the Russia n Cons ul at
Chicago having so advised the m. Hu ndreds of these
Finnish men ha d been arres ted as a result. E. L.
Kimba ll, a lawyer from Dul uth, Minnesota, testi fied
that he was hired by a Finn ish co-operative society
not b)' t he I. \V. W.-to straighte n out the affa ir.
Kimball had been a ccompa nied by defendants Lauk
ki a nd Jaakkola in visiting Finns held in various

i
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jails for not registerin g. Through them, ac ting as
interpreters, he had ex plained the la w and the Finns
had registered. Kimball added that the Minnesota
State Council of Defense had advise d the Depart
ment of Justice th at the Finns were not to blame and
should not be prosecuted. Several witnesses, Fi n
landers , were ca lle d to support the conten tion of the
defense. Some of these testi fied that many Finns had
written a nd spo ken very bitterly against defendant
Leo Laukki because he had, a s edito r of the Fi nnish
pap er, writt en an article specifica lly advising reg
istratio n. The article was r ead to the j ury.

The last witness of the week on the stand was
Corporal Hu gh P. Reyn olds, 342nd In fantry, stat ion
ed at Ca mp Grant. The prosecution gets pan ic
stri cken when it sees an I. W . W. in uniform- and
here was a corporal !

VANDERVEER : when did you jo in the I.W.W. ?
A. In February, 1912.
Q. Why did you join it , Corporal ?
A. On account of eco nomic condit ions . Because

it is a la bor organizatio n to better the conditions of
the working class.

Q. Do you un derstand what is meant in the
Prea mb le whe n it says that the working class a nd
the employing class have nothing in common?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. What is the fo undat ion for that belief?
A. My own observatio n and expe r ienc e.
Q. Have you ever -before been in the service of

the Un ited States ? '
A. Yes, sir. Three years in the Navy.
Q . Did you see k exemption wh en yo u registered ?
A. No, s ir; a lthough I held a sickness disch arge

fro m th e Navy.
Q . Did you at any time in your t ravels an d in

yo ur contact with me mbers of the I. W. W. an d your
visits to their hall s ever hear anybody advocate dis
loyalty or insubordination ?

A. I have not.
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Q . Do you mean to become a member wh en
you get back here '1

A. I mea n to become a member of the I. W. W.
or some othe r orga niza tion tha t mas be progressiv e
along ind ustria l lin es.

Q . Do you st ill have occasion to go around th e
I. W. W. hall s occasiona I1y?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. In uniform ?
A. Yes, sir .
Q . Any difference in the recepti on that you get

there now an d what you got before?
A. No, sir .
Q . Do you see other sold iers a ro und the halls?
A. Yes, sir. .
Q . Other sold iers out at Camp Gran t-who are

members I mean ?
A. Yes, si r .
Q . Ever hear any ins ult ing re ma rk around an I.

W. W. hall or among the I. W. Wo's a nywhere about
your uniform or your servi ce '1

A . No, sir.
Q . Mr. Reynolds, have you been a member of any

A. F. of L. un ion ?
A. Yes, sir.
Q . Are you now ?
A. Yes, sir . The Hote l and Restaurant Interna

t ional.
Q . Been through, or see n som e str-ikes in both

organizations ?
A. Yes, s ir.
Q . \Vhat do you think of this question of vio

lence as the I. "T.W. and the A. F. of L. pra ctice it?
A. I have been th ro ugh two 1. W. W. st rikes and

I have seen no violence.
Q . Have you seen violence in A. F. of 1.. strikes ?
A. Yes, sir.
Q . Do yo u think l ' OU understand the reason for

the difference '1

j
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A. Yes, sir . The cause of violen ce is because one
class of workers are allowed to stay on th e job while
the other class of workers are out on strike , a nd it
ca uses hard feelings between them.

(Here court adjourned-4 P. M. J uly 27th.)



CHAP"I'!:R X.

"IS there a class war ?" The Preamble of the I .
W . W . asse rts the affirmative. For publishing
that affirmative the organization's officials were

indicted . That great Magna Charta of Labor-the
Preamble of the Industrial Workers of the World,
is on trial, an issue, an important issue, in this great
battle which, in a legal way, the a ut hor has all ude d
to as " A Second Runnymede." With fe w exce pt ions
every witness for the defense is asked if h e or she
believes in the first clause of the Preamble, if "The
working class and the employing class have nothing
in common."

The first wit ness on July 29 was Charles Thomp
son, in khaki, of the 43rd Depot Brigade, st at ione d at
Camp Grant, 111. Born to poverty on an Iowa farm,
Thompson has been a wage w orker away from home
since the age of fourteen, and had j oined the 1. W .
W . at Sioux City, Iow a, in 1915.

VANDERVEER : 'Why d id you jo in the 1. W. W. ?
A. Because I thought that such an organization

was necessary and I knew of no other like it.
Q. Do you believe in it now that you are in uni

f or m and no longer working in industry as you did
before ?

A. I believe in it just as strong, a nd I wa nt to see
the boys a t h ome here b uild it up by the time we get
back fro m wherever we are fighting. I want to see
an organization here ready to receive us and h elp us
carry on what we h ave been trying to carry on .

Q . Are yo u ac quainted with the Preamble of the
I. W. w.r

A. I know it almost by heart.
Q. It is stated there, a mong other things , that

the working class and the emp loying class have noth
ing in common ; d o you believe that ?

151
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A. I believe that a nd I have realized that since
I was fourteen years old ; I believe tha t the working
class an d the employing class have nothing in com
mon-absolutely nothing.

Nebeker evide ntly could scarcely believe his ears
at the words wh ich ca me out of Thompson's uniform.
Cross-examina t ion ran a long something like this :

NEBEKER : Did you read what "Solidarity" a nd
" In dustrial Worker" had to say a bout this wa r by
the Un ite d States, d ur ing 1917 ?

A. No, sir; I never rea d anything a bout the war
in "Solidar ity;" I ha d too much othe r st uff to think
about; the big wa r, the Class War.

Q. The Class War ?
A. Yes, sir.
Q . This wa r between the United States and Ger

man y did not imp ress you as of as mu ch importance
as this class war. is t hat the idea ?

A. That is it actua lly; that is t he idea.
Vanderveer drew out of the witness why he

thought the class war so f undamental.
VAK DERVEER : What are the results of th is

poverty which you say exists a mong the hardest
wor king peopl e?

A. Well , they die at a yo ung age .
Q. What is t he result up on their education?
A. They have hardly an y education; they ha ve

no opportun ity to get it-the same ' as myself.
Q . What is the effect upon the moral s of some

working wome n and girls, as you see it?
A. Why, a lot of them get run down, in poor

health , and out of a job and become prosti tutes.
Q . Do you think that is because they wa nt to be ?
A. I th ink that is becau se they have to be .
Q . Now wh en yo u go overseas, you will want to

be fed, won 't you ?
A. Yes, I want to be fed.
Q. Have you ever heard of a ny cons pira cy among

your fellow workers to deprive you of the foodstuffs
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and other things necessary t o the army- things that
you yo urself will want over there?

A. No, I never have.
Roy E. Ca rter, private in the 161st Depot Brigade

at Camp Grant, t old much the same story a nd said
that he agreed with the firs t clause of the Preamble.
" Their interests are not identical in a ny way because
the int erest of the emp loying class is profit ," he said.

VANDERVEER: You do not think the employe rs
pay m uch attention as t o whe ther you are s ick or
well or tired or weak ?

A. No, sir .
Q. Or whether yo ur women are moral or forced

to be immoral , or whether yo ur babies live or die ?
A . I don 't believe they do. .
Carter j oined the I. W . W . in 191 5 as a logger

a nd told h ow the un ion had raised the wages in the
Minn esota woods from abo ut $2 6 a month to from
$50 to $70.

Priva t e Otto Stolp, a volunteer in the Engineers'
Corps statio ne d a t Fort Benjami n H arrison. Ind.,
generated some lively cross-fire bet wee n himself.
Vanderveer and Ne be ke r .

NEBEKER: Your heart and so ul is in this war?
WITNESS: Yes, sir .
NEBEKER : An d you are fighting loyally for your

coun try. are you ?
WITNE8.S : Yes, sir .
VANDERVEER: And your heart and soul is in

the I. W. \Y. ?
WITNESS: Yes, sir.
VA NDERVEER: And you are fighting loyally

fo r that?
WIT1\'"ESS: Yes, sir ; fighti ng for both.
NE BEKER: You do n't know m uch about t he

I. W . W ., do yo u ; you have never read much a bo ut
them ?

A. I did not have ti me t o read. sir. before we got
the eight -hour day. I was working all th e time.
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Vanderveer then resumed-Q. Do yo u know
what the Preamble says-"The work ing class and
the employing class have nothing in common?"

A. Yes, si r .
Q. You know that it is t he corner-stone of the

I. w. w.?
A. Yes, sir .
Q . Do you believe that ?
A. Yes, si r .
Q. Wha t makes yo u believe it ?
A. The way I have been driven aro und thro ugh

the country.
Q . Do you believe in the kind of patriotism that

profi teers while you are a broa d?
A. No, sir.
Q. The kind of patriotism that feeds you em

balmed beef when you a re abroad ?
A. No, sir.
Q. Ho w do yo u feel a bout it whe n people lik e

that sa y you are not patrioti c ?
A. W hy, I think the only way they can show it

is to get a un iform on a nd come right a long with us.
Q . Ever have an em ploye r worry a bou t your con

dition of health or yo ur moral s ?
A. No, sir; never did .
Q. Ever kn ow them to worry about how the

women of your working people get al ong ?
A. They don't see m to care .
Q. Whether your babies die or live ?
A. They don 't care, no.
Q. Whether you are ed ucated or not ?
A. They never ca re.
A. Are those the th ings that yo u refer to 8S the

"C lass War," the wa r for the betterment of those
cond itions?

A. Yes, sir; that is what we want to do.
Q . Now do you thin k it is loyal to t his country

to t ry to remedy those th ings?
A. Yes, sir ; it is.
Leo Leukki, edito r during part of 1917 of the
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Finnish la nguage L W . W. paper "lndustrial isti, "
published daily at Dulu th, Minn., re counted Fin
le nd's h istory in Ite rel ation to the anti-military se n
timent prevale nt among Finnish people in th is coun
try. In 19 02 the entire pop ulation of Finla nd ha d
gone on strike against t he attempt by Nicholas the
Second to force military service up on Finland and
the Finns were finally exempte d. Laukki knows
what war and militarism is fr om his exper ience as
lieutenant of Russ ian cavalry. He had ta ken part in
the Vib org Revolt wh en the Duma , dissolved by the
Tsa r , had fled to Viborg, Finland , and called upon
th e army to support it by a rm ed rebellion. He had
firs t been deeply affected b)' t he power of economic
action when the prophecy made by Gra nd Duke Ni
kolai, that "Petrograd would run kn ee dee p to his
horse in the blood of the Revolution: ' was defeated
b)' t he Ge nera l Strike in Russia. This feeHng ha d
grown up on him since coming to America in 1907,
a nd he was convinced that Industrial Uni onism is
" in its socia l effect , constructive ; while Political
Socialism may carry a rmed revolt and destructi on in
ita train." He cited an a rticle written by a well
known socia list, " Bac k Your Ballots with Bullets," to
which he had written in opposition. "Subject classes
never advocate vnolence,' he said , " while the em
ploying class provoke violence and then shout
against its use:' In speaking of war Laukki gave to
the jut'}· the slogan of the revoluti ona ire- "In time
of pea ce, no bourgeois war ; in time of war, no
bourgeois peace:' Although " Ind ust ria list i" had car.
ried the Universal Label of the I . W. W. it had al so
carried the lab el of the A. F. of L.

On the morning of July 30, Chas. Thompson an d
Corporal Reynolds were recalled by Va nderveer.
They tol d the j ury that when leavi ng the court roo m
the day before the)' had been arreste d and detained
by Department of J ust ice men in the office of Hinton
G. Clabaugh. Over Nebeker 's strenuous obj ection
they told of this a ttempt to intimidate defense wit-
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neeses and said that ot her soJdier witnesses might be
fearful of coming to test ify . It was rumored about
t he court that Judge Landis had told Nebeker pri
vately that if another so ldier witness wo uld be
treated that way he would d ismiss t he case by a di
rec ted verdi ct. Followi ng this. three Finnish wit
neeses were ca lled in sup port of Laukki's story that
t he registration trouble in Minnesota was a Finnish
issue sole ly.

Fred J aakkola, a lso an edito r of "Industrialletl,"
a nd a defendant , contradicted a.government witness
by provin g by a ch urc h certifica te that he was not
a "sla ck er: ' ha ving been born in 1885. Nebeker in
a nasty-ma nn ered examinat ion of the big. stolid
F in n, t ho ught to get an ac knowledgeme nt that F in
landers ca lled a " sla cker" a martyr or a hero.
"Sla ck er" had been mentioned a nd Ne be ker sa id,
" You know what I mean by a 's lacker ,' do n' t you ?"
"Yes," said J a akkola . " By t he wa y," said Ne be ker,
"what do you Finns ca ll a 's lac ker? '" " W e call it
'Vitkastelija,' '' r eplied Jaa kk ola, and everybody
la ughed. And that was a ll t he answer Neb eker got.

J aakkola had been a miner in Butte and told of
some evasions used by miners to get a job in sp ite
of the blacklist .

VA NDERVEER : W hat tr ick di d the socialists
there in Butte resort to in order to get " r ustling
cards?"

A. A go od ma ny trick s. One fello w there named
Pinop le, he said when he asked for wo rk he used to
be one of the Sullivans.

Q . On e of what?
A. One of the Sullivans. He took the rusUing

card under the name of Sulli va n, and go get work
from t he mine own ers .

Q. Who was Sullivan?
A. W ell , in Butte there are severa l hundred Sul

livans a nd t he mining officia ls don't know wh o is
who.

Q . Any place else they take names?
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I A. W ell, the foreign workers went to t he ceme-
, tery a nd looked up the accidents or some way ; t hose

names record ed that way. Then we pick up the dead
man's name and we ask for a rustling card under the
dead man's nam e.

Q. You would get a job on the dead man's re
cord?

A. Yes.
It took J oh n J . W al sh , defend ant longshoreman

from the Atlant ic Coast, to keep t he courtroom in an
undignified state of continua l la ughter with h is re
ferences to " Fellow Worker Nebeker" a nd ot he r
Ir ish pleasantries. Defense Attorney Otto Ch riste n
sen examined Walsh.

CHRISTEKSEN : Was there a nyth ing in yo ur ex
perience with craft organization that led yo u to be
lieve industrial organization was t he better way of
coping with t he Jabor sit uation?

A. Yes. sir. In 1907 in New York ha rbor 60,000
longshore men we re out on strike . It was nothing
ne w to see union teamsters ri ding up and down the
doc ks with cargo for scabs to hand le, with a big
union b utton in their ha tB ; also , to see union sail ors
some times going so fa r that they were not satisfied
with doing t hei r work on deck , bu t came on the
docks a nd down into the holds of the ships, doing
t he wor k of the longsh oremen. The Marine Cooks
a nd Stewards did the sa me ; also , the members of t he
Firemen , Oile rs and Watertenders ' Union"

Wal sh had worked at Hog Isla nd sh ipyards in
1917 a nd told of conditions there. " The j ob was so
rotten no man could stay any length of time. Then
} ' OU went up to the pay window on Saturday night
and you had to throw three aces on two deu ces to
get your money."

Q" What do yo u mean by that'?
A. You ha d to go to thirty-eight ass istant time

keepers and Iorty-efx assistant superintend ents. You
see, a fe llow, he would ha n a letter from some Con
greeeman, and the)" wou ld put him on the j ob for a

.,
I
I
I
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timekeeper. He couldn't keep time in a Chinese
laundry.

Q. You say ).'OU drew only one week's pay from
the I. \V. W. during 1917 1

A. It was fro m the Marine Transport Workers'
about April. I believe.

Q. You have not drawn any since ?
A. No, sir . I am living under governmen t owne r

ship.
Q . At Philadelphia-do all the mu nitio ns and

things that are sh ip ped over to Europe, a re they
handled by dock workers that a re I. W. W. ?

A. Yes, sir .
Q . Were there any accidents at all?
A, No. No eccidente to the cargo, but plenty to

the longshoremen. It is qui te a dangerous job. Of
co urse , that don't count. Men are chea p.

Q. How many men are working on the docks at
Philadelphia ?

A. There are about 5,000 members ofthe I.W.W.
Q. How man)' of those are I. W. " ". that t rans

port munitions and supplies of war over to the other
side?

A. Well, there is not a ship on the Atl antic Coast
that has not go t I. W. W. men in the fire room or on
deck or even in the ga lley . You will a lways find II.
few; some times yo u will find the wh ole crew I. W.
W., it is nothing unusual. One example I will give
you, I was on a sh ip in December, fixed up t heir I.
W. W. cards for t hem, shoo k hands with the crew,
and the next day I read in th e paper th a t the sh ip
went down.

Q . Wha t ship was that ?
A. ;The steamship Ma ryland. Th ere were tw enty

six members of the I. \V. \V. on it ; they all went
down. She was loaded up by I. 'V. 'V. longshore
men at Pier No. 16, P hiladel ph ia .

Q . Do you know of a ny ot he r members t ha t
have lost t heir lives in transporting wa r materials?

l _
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A. Quite a few ships. There was the steamer
Healdon , the Antilles, the J oe Na ncy. You cou1d
get more in detail from the different secretaries.

Following Wal sh upon the sta nd was a young
ma n who stood two cr utches beside the witness chair.
His na me was Harry Golden a nd the cr utches which
served in lieu of one missin g leg were mute witnesses
to the Class War. Here before t he eyes of the jury
was one of Labor's wounded sold iers, here was one
whose life blood dyed the decks of the ste ame r
Verona at Everett, W ash ington, on November 5,
1916. He told the story of how it happened in soft
voiced replies to Vande rvee r 's q uestions; how a n
ope n meeting had been advertised to take place in
Everett t hat Sunday ; ho y? the hu ndreds on the
Verona ap proached the Everett doc ks singing and
to tal ly unaware of the volley of lead a nd steel that
poured from the r ifles of the h idden murderers
gathered by the Everett Commercial Club and led
by a d ru nken ruffian who wore the t itle of she riff.
Golden had lost his leg that day at the time five more
I. W. W. boys lost their lives. The lumber trust shot
h is leg off; now, his missing leg disqualifies Golden
from service in the armed fo rces of the nation.
Golden said that t he I. W. W . had been supporting
him, p aying h im $15.00 a week until recently, whe n'
he had asked that it be cut to $10 to a llow the union
that much more w carry it through the cris is of the
big tria l.

Fred Nelson. defenda nt , to ld the h istory of the
Rockfo rd demonstrat ion against t he draft. A parad e
had been organized a nd started fro m the Socia list
Party hal l. On ly about fifteen of the one hundred
a nd th irty-eight arrested at Rockford were members
of the I. W. \V.• others were socialists , some were
members of the A. F. of L. a nd many were only
members of the Good Templars . Nelson was ar
rest ed once before upon this Rockford matter and
charged with "conspira cy ," but had later been d is
charged by Judge Carpenter as there was "no ev i-
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dence ," Yet here in Chicago he was practical1y
being held again for the same supposed offense. The
main fa ult that Nebeker found with Nelson was that
Ne lson had tried to save the life of J oe Hill, as was
shown by some seized correspondence. ;

John Somcneon , a witness from Rockford , su p
ported Nelson in his assertion that the meeting at
Rockford which gave birth to the demonstration
was at the Socialist hall and that the I. W . W. had
no connection with the meeting or the pa rade. An
1. W. W . ha d talked at the meeting but had merely
used the floor to ask workers to j oin the union an d
ha d then gone a way and taken no part in the parade.

Norval G. Marlatt, defendant, once secretary of
the Rail roa d Wo rkers' Industrial Union No. 600 d ur
ing h is idl e ho urs, occupied the stand J uly 30 and
cont inued again on the 31st . Marlatt had been a
railroad man a ll h is life, having worked fo r only
th re e roa ds d uring the period of twenty-one years.
He was taken to jail last year while working as an
engineer, ha uli ng much-needed war supplies. The
prosecution cou ld find nothing to attack Ma rlatt
upon except that he actually could not believe in
the Brotherhood of Locomo tive Engineers. Very
ofte n during the trial the prosecutors spoke as
though disagreement with the A. F. of L. were
treason itself. Vanderveer elicited the further fact
that Marlatt did believe in the Declaration of In de
pendence.

Joseph Laukis, a defendant, who was discharged
at the close of the prosecution's side , took the stand.
He had edited the 1. W. W. paper published in the
Lithuanian la ngu age. The paper was published at
th e General Hea dqu arters. Laukis knew Haywood
we ll and was on fri endly te rms with h im and others,
yet neither Haywood nor anyone else had ever asked
him to publish articles opposing the war ; in fact,
he was sure if there was any "conspiracy" he would
have known of it ; but there wasn't any.

Benjamin Schraeger, defendant ed ito r of the 1.
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w. W. paper published in the Polish lang uage, to ok
th e stand in his own defense. Schraege r , a fine ap
pearing man of 32 years, has an exceptionally goo d
command of languages. He told graphically of the
ca uses that had moved him to volunteer his spare
hours to act as ed itor of a n 1. W. 'V. paper. When
asked what h is motive wa s, he replied : "The motive
was to bring the Polish peopl e to what they sho uld
be. I realized the conditions under which Polish im
migrants have been living in this count ry ; that they
were a detriment to the welfare of my own people
an d of everyone else, because they were used as a
cats paw to lower wages a nd the sta ndard of life of
everyone else. Livin g condit ions in the stockyards
here are abominable, absolutely indescribable. I
have visited them and I have always been repelled
at the sig ht of the way they lived. In shac ks , in
rooms only 10 by 14 feet. and they would be living
there , families of three and fo ur, and hav ing board
ers be sides. 'They would sleep in shifts , because the
wa ges they were getting \vere never sufficient to
pay the board for even a sing le man, Th eir morality
is 'away below an y hu man standa rd.

"It was my own exper ience during the panic of
1907 and 190 8, that the first child born to us died
only a few we eks afte r its birth, du e to malnutrition
of his mother when I was not in a position to earn
sufficient to keep her up in proper- nutriment. The
ch ildren of these Polish immigrants have suffered
the sam e fate-death- the first few weeks or months
of their lives, all due to slow sta rvatio n while st ill
in their mothers' womb. I have see n the reasons.
Th e Steel Trust has been sending age nts all through
th e Slav ic countries of Europ e heralding what won
derful wa ges workers wer e receiving in the steel
compa nies here ; how independent they got; they
were d istributing posters showing pictures of beau
tiful residential streets, with beautiful electri c lights ,
claiming that those were the homes of the worke rs
for the steel companies in Gary. Showing on one
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s ide of the street a factory and on the other side of
the st reet a beautiful bank, and a long stre am of
workers coming out fr om those factories with bags
of mone y in their hands and going into the bank and
depositing it. Th ey hav e been luring th ese men to
se ll the ir last little bit of property to PS)' their trip
ac ross in steerage, a nd wh en they got here have
not hing, not enough to get around, .and nothing to
get back."

George P. Nichols, the employer of Schraeger,
told of how Schraeger at the time of his arrest, and
since go ing out on bond furn ished by Nich ols him
se lf, ha d been engaged 8 15 dreugbteman upon railway
a nd othe r eq uipment necessary to war work. He
sa id Schra eger was a good workman a nd friend,
This bore out Schraeger's state me nt th at th e indi
vidual employer may be ve persona l friendship for
t he individual employe, " but as a class it is different,"
It was brought out that the Polish pa per had never
mentioned the war; that the prosecution had been
able to find noth ing that spoke of wa r or of anything
re lated to war and t hey had read nothing from the
paper to the j ury , Yet th e paper was published at
the Chica go Headquarters and Schraeger wa s on
friendly te rms with Haywood and many others that
are su pposed to have started some k ind of a con
sp irac y to put the "war on the blink..'

J oh n A, McDonald, ed ito r of t he "Ind ustrial
Worker," occ up ied the cha ir for some length of
time, He told of the origin of h is ideas and how
his exper iences in t he southe rn timber st rike had
made an I. W. W. of h im, " The experience of a ll
t hinkers in the past," he said , " is that free speech
is necessary to social change and to ma intain free
d om," He denied tha t destr uct ion a nd sabotage
meant the same; on ly the employe rs used de etru c
tt on, a nd he cited th e Cali fornia shipyard that WaF
bu rned because it had adop ted the "close d sho p";
he then called attention to editor ia ls in "The Work
er" which he had writ ten to offset the million Hell
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ab out the I. W. 'V. " d r iving sp ikes in logs," etc.
Such th ings may kill workers a nd "the primary ob
ject of the I. 'V. W. is not to kill a nyone, eve n the
capitalist, but to help the workers," A reprinted
article from the Des Moines, Iowa, Tribune was read,
which ill ustrated the fact tes ti fied to by many wit
nesses, that an 1. W . W . was de nied citizenship by
many judges, the Des Moines judge being Judge
O'Boyle, who said , on :May 4, 1916, " No 1. W. W.
can get citizens hip pap ers in my cour t ," .

To show that others agree with the I. W. W.
in its idea s of a socia l readj ustment , McDonald read
for two hours from Woodrow Wil son's "New Free
dom." The opening paragraphs of the book are
here given as read : " The re is one g(eat basic fact
which underlies all the q uestions that a re discussed
on the political platform at the present moment .
That singular fact is that nothing is done in this
count ry as it was done t wenty years ago. \Ve are
in the presence of a new organization of socie ty .
Our life has broken away from the past . We have
changed our economic cond itio ns ab solutely, from
top to bottom ; and , with our econom ic socie ty, the
orga nizat ion of our life. Old political formulas do
not fit present probl ems ; they read now like docu
ments taken out of a forgotten age. In most parts
of our co untry, men work, not for themselves, not
as partners in the old way in which they used to
work, but generally as employes- in a high er or
lower grade-s-of great corporations. If the corpo
ration is doing th ings it ought not to do, you rea lly
have no voice in the matte r and must obey orders,
and you have often times with deep mortification
to co-operate in th e doing of things 'which you know
are against p ubli c interest."

"There was no tin box," said McDonald, " in my
office for that 'German People letter' to be found in,"
in contradiction of a gover nme nt witn ess.



CHAPTER XI.

A T 9 A. M. on Aug ust 1 every defenda nt ap
peared, wea r ing up on his breast two str ips of
silk r ibbon, re d an d black, attac hed to a sma ll

button bea r ing th e picture of Fra nk H. Little, an d
up on which were inscribed th e words, " Reme mber
August 1, 1917:' This anniversal t r ibute to the
memory of our murdered fellow worker arou sed no
sma ll comment among the deput ies and court at
t aches.

The first witness on that day was C. O. Carlson
of Minot, Nor th Dakota , who had hired I. W. W.
threshing crews season after season without havi ng
a nything horrible happen to eithe r hi mself or the
mac hine ry. Charles W. Westphal of Outl ook, Mon
tana , who followed him, told much the same story.
West phal farms 1,400 acres of land in co-operation
with three brothers. 'When asked how ran chers'
cro ps would get along witho ut migratory worke rs ,
he said, " I don 't kn ow; that's a question 1 couldn't
an swer." Westpha l sa id he a lwa ys hired all the
organize d men he could get .

" How do you know the y are organized in the
1. W. ' V.?" aske d Porter .

" Beca use 1 a lways demand their red cards," was
the reply.

"Now , you have foun d tha t this count ry ha s
given you an oppor tu nity: ' chall enged Porter. " You
ha ve a ra nch, haven't you ?" .

" Yes," rep lied Westphal, "I have a ranch, but if
1 wa s to sell out, I doubt if I'd come out as well as
I went in: '

Defense Attorney W . B. Cleary examined the
next witness, Fred Brown of Bisbee, Arizo na . Brown
is a pleasant-man nered youn g man, 30 years old , a c
cording to his state ment.

• 164
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Cle ary: Are you an I. ' V. W .?
A. I am not.
Q . Have you ever been ca lled a n I. \V. W .?
A. Ye.E!, sir.
Q . Do you belong to any un ion ?
A. Am erican Federation of Labor .
Q . H old a ny position in the A. F. of L. ?
A. I am District Organizer fo r the W ar ren Dis-

t rict.
Q . Is that where Bisbee is locat ed ?
A. Yes, sir .
Q. In Cochise County, Ar izona?
A. Yes, sir.
Q . W hat cra ft un ion do yo u belon g to?
A. Reta il Clerks ' Protective Associa t ion.
Q. What office do yo u hold in that un ion ?
A. P resident .
Q. Had yo u been active in organ izing t he cle rks

in the W a rren mini ng d istrict?
A. Yes , sir.
Q. Did t he A. F. of L. unions have any district

organizat ion?
A. The Wa rren District Trades Assembly.
Q . And did yo u h old any officia l position in that

body ?
A. Recording Secretary .
Q. So yo u. held three posit ions in theA. F. of L. ?
A. Yes , sir.
Q . H ow many unions were t here in Bisb ee, of

miners? .
A. The Western Fed eration an d the I. W. W.
Q. Did the I. W. ' V. have any rep resenta tion on

t he W arren Dis trict Tra des Assembly?
A. It d id not.
Q. Do you remember whether or not t he W arren

District Trad es Assembly endorsed t he strike in t he
mines ? ., i

A. I remember it d id . ..
Q. So that it wes not altogether a strike of the

I. W . W., but of the Trades Assembly , of the A. F . of
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L. unions as well, that worked in the mines ?
A. That is right.
Q . Did you have anything to do with the calling

of that strike?
A. Nothing whatever.
Q. w ere you in Bisbee on the 12th of July 1917 ?
A. I was.
Q . \Vhat happened to you?
A. I was deported.
Q . Who deported you?
A. Members of the Loyalty League, composed of

business men and mining company officials.
Q. When did you come back ?
A . On the a tst day of August.
Q. What happened to you ?
A. I was arrested a nd kept in a little house out

of town about ten mil es all night.
Q . Did y ou inform them that you had corne back

to be examined for the draft ?
A. I showe d them my ca ll"
Q . Did t hat save you from arrest ?
A. It did not .
Q. What pos iti on did you hold in the deporta tion

camp at Columbus, New Mexi co?
A. I looked after the ma il.
Q. Do you know the number of men who were

deported that were 1. W. W.?
A. Four hundred and twenty-six.
Q . How many belon ged to the A. F. of L. unions ?
A. Three hundred and eighty-one .
Q. How many belonged to no unions at all?
A. Three hundred and sixty-one.
Q . Was there a cha rge filed against you whe n

you returned ?
A. Charged with being a vagrant on or about

J uly 11.
Q . On July 11 wh a t was your occupation, if any ?
A. I was bu siness agent for the Carpenters and

Painters.
Q . You were on sa lary f rom the A. F. of L.?
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A. I W 8S.
Q . Did you know any of the I. W . W. members

who had regist ered under the draft law ?
A . At least fifty.
Q . Did you know a ny of them that came back to

Bisbe e to be examine d under the re gistration law ?
A. I know a fe w, yes.
Q . And what was d one to th em ?
A. Some of t hem were kept in j ail a f ew days;

some for a few hours, and event ually chased out of
town. One man I k now of came in there and they
kept him five days and then gave him se ntence on
the county road for ninety days fo r vagrancy.

Q . Do you recall his name ?
A. Peter Kundrak.
Q . Did Peter Kundrak se rve his time?
A. H e did ; h e served one day ove r .
Q . What happen ed to your case?
A. They kept postponing t h e tria l a nd then final

ly dismissed it.
Brown told what h e knew of the m urder of James

Brew. Brew had been kill ed by gunmen who ac
companied Deputy Oscar Mcltae when McRa e was
killed by Brew wh ile breaking down the door of
.Brew's room where he a nd his wife were slee p ing ,
the intention of t he g unmen . being to drag Brew
from his h om e for deportation on t he 12th of J uly.

Jack Gillett of J erome, Arizona, told of the d e
port a tio n of abou t seventy m en f rom that to wn on
the 10th of July, 1917 , tw o days before the Bisbee
outrage.

E. J . McCosham, defe ndant, whose name on th e
indic t ment was given as H erbert McCutch eon, said
McCutch eon was anot her fe llow a nd not a n a lias
of his own. McCosha m, once an officer of th e W .
F. of 1'.1 ., is a mine r of long experience and a possesor
of a technical ed ucation. As h e sa t in the witness
chair h e reel ed off with amazing ea se, from memory,
a list of f acts. figures a nd statistics in regard t o the
mining ind ustry , caus ing eve n t he prosecu to rs to sit
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in wid e-eyed ast onishment at th e erudition of this
"hobo miner" wh o spoke with suc h ease and polish.

Speaking of the production of copper. loIc
Coeham, who tes tified on August 2, sa id: "Now
t he n. 217 1h pounds of copper per ma n per day. sel l
ing at 27 1h cents brings in th e neigh borhood of
fifty odd do lla rs . As by-products in silver and gold,
they produced a million two hu ndred and Borne odd
thousand ounces of silver, and somewhere in the
neighb orhood of 29,1 00 ounces of gold. That
bro ught the total va lue of the product up to $63 per
man per day.

"Now the cost of production amo unted to, per
man, per day, in the neighborhood of $14. Deduct.
ing the $14 from the $63, you have a net profit of
$49 per ma n per day.

"Now, these were t he profits they were making,
and the men. on the othe r hand. had been receiving,
pre-war, in the nei gh borhood of $3 .50 . AU the cost
of living, clothing and she lter had gone up about
80 or 85 per cent. Na turally, the men wished to
receive a wage sufficient to cover the increased cost
of Jiving. So they dema nd ed what? Six do llars.
Six dollars wou ld not q uite cove r it. but they would
be sa tisfied. We said here : 'These people are ma k
ing this enormous p rofit; they are using the war to
enrich themeelvee, and yet they are saying we a re
anti-patriotic; that they are patriots.' So the men
Raid: 'Well, if t hey wish to buy our la bor power, we
will se ll this la bor power on these condltiona : Buy
t his la bor power from us if yo u want to ; if you d on 't
want to, then don't blame us for cl osing down t he
mines. We are not closing them down. You , a re
the fellows wh o a re going to close them up.' ..

Spea king of company control in Arizona , Me
Cosham said: "They hold complete power p ractical
ly over life a nd deat h . There is no liberty . Liberty
d oes not exist down there. The best proof in the
world is that federal officers, men holding office to
day , are men who have taken part in th ese de-
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portatio ns. They determined wh o the officers shall
be, federal officers and local officers.

" They have the r ight to go ahead a nd ma ke 300
or 400 per cent profit ; we have not a ny right to live.
We must eat what they tell us to eat; work the hours
they te ll us to work. Th e mine owners closed the
mines; the men remained on strike. Th ey did not
use any violence. But the mine owners immediately
got the ir priva te army together, their private, paid
army. Ca n you beat that? In a f ree country. a n
army of men, remember, owned a nd controlled by n
few ind ividu als, having the r igh t of life and death
over othe r men ! And they will shoot when told
to do so. Didn' t they shoot ? I assure you th ey did:
in the first str ike killing one, and · wounding two
othe rs. No man wa s a rreste d for t ha t murder. Was
any man arrested in these different camps when
men were shot down in cold blood? No! Nobody
was arrested , and nobody will ever be arrested. The
only weapon t he workers have is the Industrial
weapon; the only thing they can do is simply to
str ike ."

Continuing, :McCosham to ld of how he' and other
miners were deported from Jerome, Arizona. " On
the morning of the 10th of J uly, Mike Mutich , a man
wh o sp ent seven years in Folsom penitentiary , ap
proachd my bed with two guns a nd a sap; along
side him two other individuals, in my room, and told
me to get up. I was led down to th e street . There
was a n army of some fifty or s ixty on eithe r side of
the street , and I was marched up to the jail. I re
mained in j ail un til the number adde d reached 135
or 150. We were taken from the jail to the office
of the United Verde Coppe r Company. Som e offi
cials of the company, the mayor of the town, picked
out a few and we were marched onto t his train of
sto ck cars. Under guard of th irty-five or forty indi
viduals armed with wtnchesters, we pr oceeded to
the railway junction. At the j unction we detrained
and waited the coming of the passenger train. When
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the train ar r ived we were forc ed in, and then a gu ard
of twel ve to fifteen wa s put over us. The one in
charge of thia guard waa H. Carlson, who waa a
Deputy U. S. Marahal, and Robertson, an under
she r iff of Yavapai County. Car lson, a pparently, was
the one in charge, and Robertson wa s second in com
mand. We were ta ke n then to Needles , Califo rnia : '

Not all owed to det rain in Californ ia by aut hor i
ties, w ho forced them back across the Arizona lin e,
the little group of exiles, wh o were neither fed nor
given water fo r two days while traveling back and
forth in th e bla zi ng heat of the desert, fina lly broke
up at Kingma n, Arizona.

Ch ar les Rothfisher, defendant editor of the Hun
gar ia n 1. W. 'V. paper, together with some sup port
ing witness, gave some important and interesti ng
testimony. Rothfish er ha d tra nslated many of Marx'
writings into English and used them in the paper
and Vanderveer sought to reveal the fact th at Marx
was pereone non grata with Germa ny's rul ers . Neb
eke r, of course, obj ected , a nd Landis asked of Van
derveer i "Just wh at is t he materiality of Karl Marx'
philosophy ?"

"I don't know," sa id Van derveer. " Your Honor
could learn better from counsel. It was he who
dragged Karl Marx into the case; it was he who
suggested that he was a German; and it was he who
calle d him a cesspoo l of political 'a nd economic
thought; and it was he who said we had our roots
in Karl Marx; and it was he wh o has t ime and again
suggeste d by Inuendo that we were borrowing pro
German philosophy from KarJ Marx:'

He cont inued ; "Now, this case has involved
what t he organizat ion, apar t from the individual,
stands for; a nd the one way of finding out is to deal
dfrectly wit h t he source of its inspiration-Karl
Marx. We do not deny that : '

" Well ," spoke the judge, "for whatever it is
worth in this case , you may ass ume as a fact in this
case-I am not hol ding that it is ma te r ial or that
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it amounts to anything-that Karl Marx was not
a cceptable to the ruling. d ominating classes in Ger
ma ny ; woul d not be today. if that satisfies you."

Va nderveer, turning to the pro secuto r. de
manded : "Does that sat isfy yo u, Mr. Nebek er ?"

'With a sick look on his face . which belied his
acceptance, Nebeker said. "Enti rely so."

" Th en it sat isfies me," sa id Vanderv eer. smiling ,
as he resumed examinati on.

At great length Rothfisher told of how the 1. ' V.
W. Hungarian pa per was the first p ub lication in
America to expose t he plottings of the Austrian am
bassador. Dumba, to incite str ikes of Austro-Hun
gar ian workers in war industries in t he United States
previous to 1917. Rot hfisher ha d been sent out on a
lect ure to ur by the I. W . ,Y. ear ly in t he wa r to
oppose the sale of Austr ia n war bonds a nd t he call
ing home of Aust r ia n r eservists by agents of Ambas
sador Dumba. Before 1917, Rothfi she r had written
in t he paper. cop ies of which were introduced, t hat :
"Blame rests upon the German peopl e, WO, as we ll
as upon the Junkers , for their slavish minds:' Also :
"The common enemy is the militarist ic syste m of
Prussia: '

In attack ing Ambassador Dumba, Rothfisher had
writ te n one article headed : " His Ex cellency. the
Strike Lea der." All this opposition to Aust rian
pl ots had led to clashes between t hose who intrigued
with corr upt officialdom at W ashington and t he
Hungarian I. W . W. paper , w hich was sup pr essed
at the instance of the intrigu ers. One of t hese was
the notorious William W urms, and another named
Barac., who, though an Austrian spy agent, was,
and i. an employee of the United States Department
of Justice.

Vand erv eer : Did the I. 'V. W. one t ime have a
cont rovers y with some man ufact urer in Toledo, was
it. or Cleveland ?

• A. Yes, he was a man that was seve ral times in
Cleve land with t he Theod ore Koontz factory.
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Q. Who was the secretary of this Th eodore
Koontz ?

A. A man named Baraes.
Q . Did he have any connection with this matter

(of inciting strikes )?
A. wen. Baracs is sec retary of Th eod ore Koontz,

"the fa th er of t he American Hungarians," as the
Minister of Interior calls him in Hungary.

Q . SO that in t h is propaganda which you were
carry ing on a nd lect ure s you delivered op posing the
return of' reservists to Hungary you were opposed by
this man '!

A. You bet!
Q. What was h is conn ection with the Depart

ment of J ustice of the United States?
A. As far as I know, he was a sec ret service

man. .
But for the silence of the kept press up on this

testimony of Rothfish er, t hese men , wh o play the
du al r ole of Austro-German spy an d patrioti c Am er
ica n officia ls of the U. S. Department of Justice,
would suffer the ex pose Rothfish er pred icted in 1917
for those who "s ta nd close to th e trustees of the
Kaiser in the United States a nd persecute the I. W.
W. to make t hemse lves sec ure." Rothfi sh er 's t esti
mony wa s corroborate d by Loui s Tarcai a nd an other
Hungarian witness.

The next witness, a defendant, William Moran, a
big taciturn IUtlfberjack whose sole offense was that
he held a j ob as secretary of bran ch unions at Spo 
kan e, told of his birth in Australia and his Iife as
a worker. Moran ex pose d the nasty work of Neb
eker, who, during the presentation of its side , had
rea d a resolution from the re cords of a Spokane
bu siness meet ing which in the record said it was
" moved and sec onded that we abolish the word
'Wobblie ' in the United States: ' but which Nebeker
had t wisted into the laug hable ambiguity " that we
abolish the Unite d State s: ' .

J ames Elliott, defendant, and previous secretary
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at Fresno, Ca lifornia, occ up ied the stand on August
3, and was followed by defendant Pietro Nig ra, an
Italian organize r for the I. W. W. , who is also a
member of the U• .M. W. of A. Nigra, when ar
rested in the previous Sep tember , had bee n placed
in a cell against his protest with an insan e man who
had attacked him an d broken some facial bon es
which later, in the absence of medical attention,
ro tted away towa rd his brain and nearly caused his
death before the defense could force Nigra's li b
eration and give him surgical ca re.

While the next witness, Dan Kri eh, a Bisbee
miner, was on th e stand, Nebeker, wishing to head
off furthe r exposes of Copper Trust brutality, sa id
the governme nt would a dm it the fact of deportat ion,
thus heading off the proof of it by the defense.

J oseph A. Oates, defendant, to ld of the mine
cond itions in Arizona and ho w the W. F. of M. and
the I. W. W. had struck simultaneously on the 1st
of July , 1917. About the only th ing Oates was
g uilty of was bein g a secretary for te n days at
Mia mi, Arizona , before being arrested.

Ragnar J ohanson, a defendant, told a story of
his life and his life's work. Born in Swede n, he had
joined the union of the Building Trades there when
a boy of 13 years. On coming to America , he had
transferred to the Painters' Union, of which he is
st ill a member. He had joined the I. \V. W. in 1916,
and had been lecturing an d organizing for it ever
since- a nd that was only thre e days after he had
landed on the shores of Am erica. J ohanson had
been in Butte with Frank Little dur ing the strike
the re, but had left for the lumber dis trict j ust pre
vious to Little 's murder. He and Little had planned
to cha nge fields with each other and it was only by
chance, a chance which J oh ansen regretted in a
letter written to Haywood at the time, that Frank
H. Littl e a nd not Joha nsen was the object of Cop
per Trust mu rder. Like Frank Little, J ohan sen had
received a "3-7-77" wa rning, but had left Butte and



Page One Hu ndred Seventy -fo ur

been so gu arded by his friends that the murderers
could not ca rr}' out th eir threats. Upon t he sub
j ect of vi olen ce J oha nson sa id in a newspaper article
published in t he strike zone in 1917: "The I. W. W.
is consistent with strength , not weakness; and "; 0
lence in industrial disputes is a sign of weakness.
Therefore, the I. 'V. 'V. cannot countenance violence
in strikes."

The first witness to take the stand on Monday.
August 5, was Francis P. Mill er, defenda nt and
membe r of th e General Executive Board. Mill er
was born in France in th e region k nown 8S th e De
partment of th e Se ine , wh ere the great textil e mill s
were before the war. He ca me to America in 1892,
and has worked cont inuously in th e textile mill s of
the east. and a t the time of his arrest was employe d
by the American Woolen Com pa ny as inspector on
government goods.

Tes;ifying up on condit ions in t he textile mills
of New Eng land. Miller said : " The development in
the textile ind ustry has been Loth a dev elopment of
mac hinery and the process of 'speeding up.' In the
cotton industry th e looms and othe r mach inery have
been improved so t hat the wor ker produ ces 300 or
400 per cent more t ha n he d id a generation ago. In
t he woolen mills the mach inery ha s not been im
proved to any great extent , but the workers usually
have to run two machines wh ere they ran one twenty
years ago. Th e pay has increased a littl e, bu t not
in keeping with the cost of Jiving at all. Factory
owne rs a nd trade papers say that production has
increased one thousandfold, that is, over hand pro
du ction. It has ce rtainly increa sed 300 or 400 per
cent in the last twenty-five yea rs ."

Vanderveer: Of ea ch ind ividu al ope rato r . ) ' OU

mea n ?
A. Yes.
Q_ To what extent have wages incre ased?
A. Since I went to work, t wenty-five yea rs a go.

perhaps 60 per cent .
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Up on Nebeker's objection , Landis ruled against
the introduction of the Report by New York State's
Factory Commission, headed by Samuel Gompers,
so Mill er proceeded t o tell of the effe ct of wage
slavery upon the t extile workers: "The government
rep orts show t hat the mortality ra te in ce rtain tex
til e districts is three ti mes as great as in other sec
ti ona of t h e country. They show that in cities like
Fall Rive r the mortality rate of ch ildren under t he
age of 5 years is three times as great as in the city
of San Francisco or Ch icago ; five t ime s as great as
in t he city of Seattle . They show that female op er
atives die a ll the way from two to five times as
fast from tuberculosis as women in the same cit ies
not engag ed in factory work." ".

Q . What is t here about t he industry that de
ve lops t ubercu losis ?

A. Dust and high speed work ; dust from the
fabrics a nd process of manufacture. I have se en
charts f rom t he Bureau of Labor where ch ildre n
going to work ha ve been meas ured with chil dre n
from t he same neighborhood wh o have not gone
into the t extile mills. They show that when they
lea ve school t he average development is about the
same. After a year 's wo rk the chest deve lopment
of children outsid e runs t wo to three inches h igher
t han the chest deve lopmen t of ch ildren working in
the mill s. The t hirte enth census shows wages rang
ing from $380 to $42 0 a yea r . Tha t includes the
wages of sup er intenden ts , managers and office he lp .

Q. What percen t ag e of the fathers, t he h eads
of f amilies, are able to supp ort their families on
thei r own individual wage ?

A. Practicall y none. It is t he rule for the wife
of the t extile worker to work, whether they have
ch ildren or n ot.

Miller contin ued: "Most of the la rge mills in
the ind ustry have been built up out of their profits,
besides the d ividends 'decla red. I r ec a ll in 19 13 the
Pacific ~1ins in Lawrence declared a stock di vidend
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and a cash dividend of $ 1,800,000, and they have
built up their p lant from a $1,000,000 corporat ion to
a corporation tha t is ca pitalized today at least
at $15,000, 000. "

Th e next witness was Attorney E. F. Blai ne of
Seattle, for the las t two years cha irman of washing
ton State Public Se rvice Commiss ion. He testifi ed
that in 1917 Governor Lister had ordere d him and
sixte en investigators under h im to examine into con
ditions surround ing migratory labor and other sup
posed causes of the str ike in the lumber camps of
Easter n Washin gton. All construction ca mps were
foul and vermin-infested, he said , and many of th e
lumber camps no better . Th ere was no trouble in
the Yakima Valley except that ca used by the furore
raised by the local press a nd incite d by Oregon t roops
who were brought in a t the requ est of th e Fruit '
Growers' Association.

"As an officia l, I foun d that t he 1. W. W. were
not destroying property, a nd a lthough the civil pow
ers were in peace and operating these troop s brought
in without declaration of martial law seized jails
and used th em as 'bull pens' for I. W. W. men who
were thro wn in without charges a nd never tried,
but held."

Blaine had interviewed hundreds of th ese men in
ja ils and bu ll pens and said they spoke to hi m op en
ly. f rankly and without hesitation of their p rogram
as un ion men to better cond itions as workers and to
gain ind ustr ial freedom. He and others accom
panying him cou ld not but feel t he ir manlin ess and
sinceri ty an d co uld not esc ape the conclusion that
they were being unj ustly treated.

On the morning of August 6, Vincent S1. J ohn
took the stand . He said he was 42 years old , born
in Newport, Kentucky, and ha d bee n a miner in the
' Vest a nd Southwest for twenty-three years, begin
ning in the Bisb ee mines. Since 1895 he was a uni on
man a nd was the firs t president of the Local Tel
l uri de a nd president of the District Council of th e
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w. F . of M. for the San 'J uan district in Colorad o in
1903, at the time of the bitterl y fought strikes under
the Peabody regime. Also, St. John had ta ken active
part in organizing Goldfie ld, Nevada, wh en eight
hours was a day's work for every worker in Gold
field f rom chambermaid to miner. This was his
first connec tion with the I. W. W. The last was
in 1915, when he left the office of Gen era l Secretary
Treasurer, which he ha d held for five years, to work
on his own mining prop erty at J icarill a, New Mex
ico, wh ere he had been arrested on the Chicago in
dictment.

St. J ohn told of the Cripple Creek strike and of
how the militia was brought in after two detectives
had loosened a rail on a railroad" as was proven,
and charged it to strike rs ' viole nce .

Va nd erveer: After the militia had been brought
into th e Cripple Creek Dist rict, do you know of a ny
arrests and deportation of the miners?

A. They arrested the Executive Committee of
the Cr ipp le Creek District, held them in custody in
spite of the orders of the District Court to release
them, a nd finally rounded up some 700 union miners,
loaded them in box cars and shippe d them to dif
fe rent points.

Q . An attempt was made to sec ure writs. of
habeas cor pus for the Ex ecutive Committee. Do you
know the history of that?

A. The writ was made out before Judge See ds
of Cripp le Creek. An d they brought the bodies of
the petit ioners into court under military gua rd ; the
build ings sur roun din g the cour t were loa ded with
soldiers on the roofs, and machine guns were trained
on the courtroom. J udge Seeds was unab le to get
any action at all. The only submission the militia
made to the court was that they took off their hats
whe n co urt ope ned . Judge Seeds heard the petition
a nd ordered the rel ease f rom custod y of this Execu
t ive Committee , but the militiamen took them back
to the bull pen.
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Of the changes in the 1. W. W., Vanderveer
asked: " Whe n rthe 1. W. \V. was organized, was
there a po liti ca l clause in its Preamble?"

A. There was a sentence in the Preamble re
ferring to the political field .

Q. Te ll t he j ury how the Preamble came to be
amended in respect to that matter.

A. There were possibly two main ca uses. First,
- among the elements composing t he organization

were ad here nts of d ifferent politica l parties, some
of them claiming to be revolutionary or to have a
revolutionary end in view. They interp reted th is
clause to mean that nobody wa s elig ible or had a ny
business being a member of the 1. W . W . unless he
swa llowed their particul a r brand of politica l belief.
The second reason was that the experience of the
organization a nd the membership was that they had
no business set t ing up any doctrines, promulgating
any ideas outside the field wh ich the organization
wa s formed to operate in, that is, the indu strial field;
that was a matter of political action; that was a
matter which could be safe ly left to the member
ship to decide for themselves. If they knew their
interest inside of the industry they cou ld be trusted
to follow that interest in a ny other lin e of activity in
which they dec ided to ta ke pa rt.

From the beginning of the trial t he prosecutio n
harped upon that sentence in St. John's "History
and Struct ure of the 1. \V. W.," which says : "The
question of 'r ight ' or 'wrong' does not conce rn us:'

Q. Why did you put thos e words in quotation
marks ?

A. For the reason that in every struggle the
wage earners have made d uring my exper ience, no
matter what they have done, the exponents of the
employ ing class, the press, platform, politicians of
all degrees and stripes, have always to ld them that
no matter what they were after, that it was not
'right'; something they d id was 'wrong: The only
time a strike is 'r ight ' with them is wh en you have
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no chance to win it ; whe n they want you to strike;
when they want to wipe out whatever vestige of
organization you have, then the strike is ' right,' that
is, a good time to strike. The Lawrence str ike was
not enti rely a question of getting better wages for
those mill operatives, but it was a q uestion that in
volved t he very life and death not only of the men,
women a nd children who were on strike, but a lso
of unborn generations of these same operatives. The
death rate in that sect ion among children is 400 out
of every 1,000 before they are 1 year of age. When
they were striking in La wrnce they were striking
not only for an immediate proposit ion , but they were
striking to save the Jives of those 400 unborn chi l
dren , if you please . They were str ik ing to maintain
the human race in that part of the .country-c-and all
over-because the interest of wage workers the
world ove r is bound togethe r. When one section of
worke rs goes ahead , it ma kes it possible for some
other section to forge ahead a lso . So we say that
in a case of that kind, r egardless of what public
sentiment is, regardless of what the press and other
exponents of the ruling element in society may say
that it is not right to st r ike, it is not right to picket ,
that it is intimidation, or anyth ing else , we are not
concerned in it . The right of these men. women and
children, the right of these unborn ch ild ren is su
prior to any r ig hts that any other element or in-
te rest may have in the qu estion:' .

Following are some high spots from St. J ohn's
testimony on cross-examination :

Nebeker: Suppose that the I. W. W. could really
accomplish this great th ing that you have in mind by
open revolution, open warfa re against the govern
ment ; now just supposing that you accomplished
that in that way, and that would be the most direct
and immediate way of doing it , wo uld it be your con
ception tha t that would be justified ?

A. If I had any such idea as that I would have
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been out organizing a military organization instead
of a n ind ustria l one .

Ne beker: If the end could be hastene d by the
use of violence by the organization of violence, then
violence would be justified; is that the idea l'

A. That is the idea, but it won't do it ,that is all.
Q . You entertain the same views about it , or

you did at the time you were indicted, that you set
forth in this book, "History-Structure"?

A. The indictment has not changed my views a
particle.

Vanderveer, inquiring if St. J oh n t hought the
"working class and the employing class have nothing
in common, " advanced bey ond the qu estion of class.

Q. Do you believe that society as a whole, ha ving
regard for the interests of all t he people, have any
t hing in common with the employe rs of industry a s
now organized?

Nebeker : I object to this.
Va nderveer : We are perfectly willing to go a

whole lot further than counse l says is "wrong:'
Landis : Just a moment. We will not accomplish

anything at this st age of t he trial to establish that
society as a whole is havin g its battles fought by
these defendants. It is too la te in the contest.
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IT was 12:30 p. m., August 9, when Vanderveer
ca lle d : " Mr. Haywood." Reporters broke for the
door to release the word that at last William Dud

ley Haywood, termed by them " Big Bill ," a nd charged
with be ing " chief conspirator," had taken the stand
in defense of himself and of the organization of
which he was the General Secretary-Tre asurer. In
a few minutes the press tab le was crowded with
writers and cartoonists flocking in to "c over" the
story of the big man in the cha ir. For the major
part of four hot days the big man sa t there, wiping
away perspiration, an swering questions with that
remarkable mem ory of his ; now smiling , now placid,
now an d again on cross-examination overawing the
petty-soul ed Nebeke r. as his heav y voic e rose in de
fianc e a gainst the ac cuse rs of " The One Big Union."
During those four da ys the spe ctators' benches were
full, a mong the crowd bein g faces fa miliar to labor.
There were Scott Nearing, Anton J ohan ssen,
"Mothe r" Jones, and the loved old battler. ' Gene
Debs.

Haywood reviewed his ear ly li fe, a personal h is
to ry , which , for lack of space, ca n be g iven here only
in synopsis. He was born 49 years ago at Salt Lake
City, Utah. At less than 9 years of age he went to
work in a mine, working underground. He left
home at 15 to work, first in the Ohio mine at Willow
Creek, Nevada. Unt il he wa s 31 years old he lived
the a ver age life of the old-time western " har d-rock"
man, working underground. He j oined the West
ern Federation of Mine rs at Silve r City, Idaho, and
in 1900 was elected to the General Executive Board
of that union, later becoming Secretary-Treasurer
an d holding th at office until 1907. His firs t strike
expe r ience wa s in 1899 in the Coe ur d'Alene strike,
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which was against a reduction in wages. A day or
two after the stri ke broke the mill of the Bunker
Hill and Sullivan mine was blown up and the oper
aters at once brought g unmen, and then soldiers of
the regular army came. About a tho usand strikers
were thrown into one vile " bull-pen" and held by
the militia. Ma ny sickened and died. Mine r's wives
received notice from army officers insisting that
th ey receive negro soldiers; some of these women ,
going to a sk for the ir husbands, were violated by
soldiers in the presence of their help less men. The
strike wore itself out, but the wages were not cut.
It was here that the "rustling card" was born. The
next str ike of Haywood's ex perience was at Te l
ludide , Colorado, in 1901 , over wages a nd hours.
There the miners were well organized and told the

. non-union men to "join or lea ve the camp." No
troops interfered there, and the st rike was won.
The next st r ike was at' Colorado Ctty over the
eight hour law. The W. F . of M. had first agitated
for an eight hour law after the strike of 1894. A
bill applying this to mines was presented to the
legislature in 1895, but the Colorado Supreme Court
advised the legislature that the mining industry
alone would be discriminated against in violation of
th e constitution. In 1899 such a law wa s passed,
but the State Supreme Court decl ared it unconsti
t ut ional. In 1901 an am endment to the state co n
sti t uti on making provis ion for an eight hour law
was put to a referendum a nd car r ied by a majority
of 46,714 votes. Democrats, Republicans and Peo
ple's party a ll pledged themselves to pass the law,
but legislat ure after legislat ure jockied with it, yet
never passing an eight hour law. " We got the eight
hour day, though , by strik ing for it ," said Ha ywood.

On July 3, 1903, the great smelter at Denver
was "pulled" in strike when the metal was hot, thus
" free zing" the furnaces. The great brick ch imn ey
of that smelter still st a nds, the highest stack west
of the Mississippi, but no sm oke f rom it has soiled
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the sky since July 3, 1903, and it stands as a monu
ment to the power of the now decadent Western
Federation of Mine rs.

Haywood told of the coal miners' strike also,
which took pl ac e to force the observance of sev en
sta te laws, one forbidding " company money" and
one provi ding for check-weig hmen. Labor ruled
Colorado industrially , but never won an ything by
legislati on.

" La bor gener all y ha s but smal l representation ,"
sa id Hayw ood , "except in the eleve n 'wh ite states' ,
so-ca lle d. Women workers cannot vote; ch ild ren
workers cannot vote; an d the negroes of the south
are a lmost wholly disf ranchised." Direct indust r ia l
action is favo re d by all labor leaders, as it is favored,
a lso, by employe rs; and Haywood cited the New
York Factory Commiss ion Report wh ere in Gompe rs
spo ke for direct act ion.

"The first clau se of the Preamble is true," said
Haywood, "the wage workers are but little, if a ny,
better off than the chattel slave of the Old South.
In fact, it seems the chattel slave had some a d
van tage ove r the negro wa ge slave of today. His
body was owned by his master , but his soul was
free , a nd that free soul gave bir th to song. Th ere
are no songs today from the negro wage slave of the
south, no melody is born in the soul of the negro, no
'Suwanee River,' no 'O ld Kentucky Home.' Today
th e blacks a re brought to live in sq ualo r and misery
in Eas t St . Louis, into the pa cking house dis tr ict of
Chicago , a nd nobody looks af te r them , or cares
how they live except the I. 'V. W. They are wage
slaves now. we kn ow it ."

There is no solici t ude for worke rs by employ
ers as such. Haywood cited the Chica go Tribune's
edi toria l in the early nin eties wh en unemployed by
thousands aske d for bread. "Give them bread,"
said the Tribune, "a nd put strychnine in it."

"Do you remember the sufferi ng of th at t ime ?"
aske d Vanderveer.
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"Yes," repli ed Haywood. " I rem ember it d is
tinctl y ; I was out of a job myself ."

" The working class and t he employing class have
nothing in common. Look at t he sons and daug h
ters of t he rich reve ling in luxury at Ne wport, while
ac ross the river at Fall River four h und red out of
every t housand bab ies of t he textile workers die
before they are one year old. At Fall River, misery ;
over at Newport, mon key dinn ers for those who are
not on ly une mploye d but unem ployable."

" I cit e an ex am ple," Haywood wen t on, "that I
think Mr. Nebeker knows of, as t he y are fr ien ds of
his. It was a dog wedding given by the Penrose
and !\JcNeil families to a pa ir of Pekinese pups ."

" You are very much mistaken; t hey are not my
frien ds," Ne beker pr ote sted, t urning to the Cour t
to seek va inly for a rebuke to th e witness.

"It may be that 1 a m mista ken," sa id Haywood,
smiling, " but I supposed that you we re fr iendly with
th e copper magnates who have employe d you." He
contin ued: " We think su ch people ought to work
for what th ey get. We do not want to take a wa y
what they have, bu t we want to prevent them from
taking anything more a way from us."

Haywood told of conditions as he found t he m in
the sout h . In the t urpent ine camps and in t he
mill town s among the swamps, the companies fur
nish negro women with the shacks worke rs rent ,
and whe n a black loses his j ob, he loses his home
a nd woman toget her. Also, t he com panies dispense
heroin a nd othe r drugs-a-dope whic h binds st ronger
t han t he cha ins of chattel slavery.

Ask ed if he did any violence in the Crip ple Creek
st r ike days, Haywood sa id he had not , but had re 
ce ived some up on his body , the marks of wh ich re
main today.

The Western Federation of Miners had issu ed a
poster bear ing a U. S. flag on eve ry str ipe of which
was an inscription : " Habeas Corpus denied in Colo
rado"; " Free Speech de nied in Colorado," etc . Un-
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der t he flag was a ph otograph of J ohn Ma kt, a uni on
miner , chained to a te le gra ph pole in the snow by
militiamen. Over th e flag was t he ca pt ion: " Is Colo
rado in America?" Cha rles H. Moyer , presid ent of
t he W estern Federation of Miners , was arrested at
Telluride by militia for "desecrating t he flag:' and
kept in the bull-pen for one hundred and ten days.
Hayw ood was in Den ver, under arrest, but paying a
deputy $5 a day to remain out "looking for $30 0
bail."

" Couldn't you get $300 bail ?" aske d Vanderveer.
"Sure," was the reply, "but as long as I paid

that depu ty $5 a day while looking for bail, I woul d
not hav e to go t o Telluride whe re the militia ruled."

Moyer, g ua rded by militia, was brought to Den
ver under habeas corpus a nd Haywood met him at
the de pot. As they star te d to shake hands, Captain
Bu ckley \Vells, a mine owne r who had violated an
agreement with th e un ion and had been rewarded
by a militia commission of the troops he called in,
ca me up and pulled Hay wood and Moyer a part.

Hay wood said: " I turned a nd st ruck him. I d id
not see his uniform, but only saw his eyes. I struck
him and the militiam en st ruck me, one at a t ime
a nd seve ra l at once, rill e barrels and rifle butts. I
was pretty badly battered up and forced between
two ca rs . A ri fle was aimed point blank at me , but
was kn ock ed up wards by a n officer . Under arrest,
I was taken to a hotel. Heb e, th e ' Kingly Kid ,' a
g unma n proper , in uniform, ordere d me to sit dow n.
I was ge tting pretty ma d and refused to si t down.
So the battl e began aga in. I was finally backed
a gainst the wall and the 'King ly Kid ' drove th e
muzzle of a r ifle into my lower breast bone and I
wen t down a nd ou t. The union men of Denver
sent notice to the militia that they woul d never let
sold iers take me out of th at city. I gu ess they
thought the mine rs meant it, as J was not removed."

"Do you think there is a class war, Mr. Hay
wood?" asked Vanderveer with a sign ifican t smile .
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Haywood told how, after ex-Gove rnor Ste unen
berg was killed in Idaho by some sort of a bomb,
Pettibone, Moyer a nd himself were kidnapped in
Denver, taken by milit ia and she r iff of both Colo
rado and Id aho to a special train, ru nning at the
record-breaking speed of sevent y mil es an hour, to
Idaho, where they we re lodged in cell s of Murder
ers' Row at the state penitentiary. under charges
of complicity in the mu rde r of the ex -governor. The
state ask ed a cha nge of ve nue from Ca nyon to Ada
County, bu t Haywood was ac quitted by the jury in
sp ite of Harry Orchard .

"Who is this Harry Orchard 1" as ked Nebeker
on cross-examination. .

" He is the ma n," replied Haywood , " who sa id
he murdered Steune nberg , and is serving a life sen 
ten ce at the Idaho state penitentiary."

Questioned by Vanderveer, Haywood told of the
ovations given him throughout the United States
and Europe ma de on a tour after his acqu ittal. Six
t y-six thousand heard hi m speak at Riverview Park,
Chicago. He had spoke n at another Chicago park
and Vanderveer asked, "How ma ny were in th e
audience?" -w-u,« grinned "Big Bill, " "45,000
pai d ad mission and then they tore the fence d own,"
The largest crowd he spoke to was at London Tower
While touring England. He received $50 a night
for lecturing from th e International Socialist Re
view, a veraging a bout $1,000 a month. Ridpath's
Lecture Bureau had offere d him $300 a wee k and
oth er high offers were made him. As official of
the West ern Federation of Miners he received $150
per month: f rom t he 1. w. w. the highest wage
paid h im was $28 a week he said.

On the morning of the lOth of August it was
learned that three of the Spanish seamen who had
testified the Thursday previous had been arrested
by agen ts of the Department of J ustice after leav
ing the stand. appare ntly to intimidate and harass
witnesses for the defense.
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Resu min g, Haywood told of h is participation in
t he strikes at Lawrence, Patterson. Akron and else
where. and Vand erveer introduced a great ma ny
strike photographs over Nebeke r 's obj ection . Hay
wood told how t he defense had been hampered a nd
inte rfered with . He exhi bite d a bunch of letters
that ha d bee n opened while in th e ma ils, held for
mon th s, and t he n delivered bearing a sta mp, " offi 
clal ly sealed." He stated further : " I have at this
t ime in the safe over at th e office at least a do zen
or more regist er receipts of letters mailed 8 S ea r ly
8 S last February and never delivered:'

Vanderveer : Do you recall a bunch of pamph
lets wh ich were go tten out by the Defense Commit
tee and sent by the American Express Company to
Butte ?

A. I t hink there were 375 poun ds. as I remem
ber it .

Q. Wha t happened to t hose ?
A. They were not delivered ; a receipt that I

sign ed wh en the pac kages were ret urn ed. it said :
" Th ese pa ckages were not del ivered on account of
orde rs issued by the government."

Haywood continued: "Early las t Se pte mber
whe n ra ids were mad e all over the country on the
I. W. \V., it was d ete rmined to organiz e a Defense
Committee. On t he 28th of Se ptember ma ny arrests
were made, not on ly of the one hu ndred a nd sixty
six defendants who were charged in t h is indictment
here, bu t I t hink it would be no exaggerat ion to
say that a thousand other men in different to wns
throughout the cou ntry were t h rown in j ail. They
we re eit her charged wit h some crime or thrown in
with out a ny warrant at a ll. A Defense Committee
was organized. Now, you und erstand that there
is no 'Germa n gold ' rec eived by this organ iza tio n,
a nd no means of provid ing t he me mbership of t he
organization de fense , a proper defense to wh ich
every man is ent itled , except what comes in t he
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way of donations, voluntary assessments, a nd what
there may be left in the treasury. This committee
organized here in Chicago proceeded t o get out
bulletins, notices of differen t kinds t o Socialist locals ,
to unions of the A, F, of L., to the radical press,
an d to the entire membership of the I. W . W , Now
the report comes to us that there were three hundred
sacks of mail he ld here in Chicago. Mail has a lso
been interfered wit h at its points of de stination , and
the general result has been t ha t th e fu nds of the
organizat ion have b een reduced to a m inim um, so
that a t th e present time there are sca rcely sufficie nt
fu nd s t o see this tri al through. This h as been ac
complish ed before the law was p assed that author
ized the Postmaster Ge ne ral t o insp ect any m ail that
he sa w fit.

"The defense offices and the offices of the organ
ization have been close d up, I think it is safe to
say, in every t own,"
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FOLLO' VING Haywood up on the stand was Ed.
Robley, a Socia list of Scranton, Pennsylvania ,
who test ified th at Defendants Gra be r and Prash

ner had spo ken at a Socialist meeting in 191 7, but
had made no suc h re ma rks as cre d ite d to them by
witnesses for th e prosec ut ion. He was followed by
Defendant Albert Pra shner. Th en H. F. Kan e, whose
activity in th e Arizona strike at Miami had d rawn
upon hi m the wrath of the Copper Trust henchmen ,
took the stand. Ask ed wha t he thought of the tes
timony of these, he eaid : "Well, a mine gu ard who
would commit murde r for his maste rs would lie for
them, too."

Charles H. McKinnon, defendant, and one of the
ori ginal founders of the I. W. W., took the st and
in the hot afternoon of August 13 and his testimony
ra n over into the morning of the 14th. Fi fty-one
years old , a work ingman and a union man as well
eve r since he went to wor-k in a Ca nadia n coal mine
at the ag e of nin e, MacK innon was one of the dele
gates to the First Conve ntion of the I. W. ' V. Later
he had been in the st rike at Goldfie ld in 1907. He
is kn own through out the West as one of the best
unio n men of the old Western Federation of Miners.
He told of his tr ips du ring 1917 into the hostile min
ing camps of Nevada a nd, though he told the details
a nd the number of times he had been deported from
Nevada ca mps by compa ny gunmen and lawless a u
thorities, the writer lost count after th e story of th e
third deportation and escape from a com pany-in
spired mob bent upon lynching him.

Another "faked-up" letter introduced by the
prosecut ion was branded for wha t is was by Mac
Kin non. This letter was in dupl icate an d was sup
posed to han been ty pewritten by Peter Kerkonen,
a Finish miner living at Butte . One copy was said
to have been found at Portl and a ddressed to Harry
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Lloyd, who never heard of Kerkonen or of the letter ,
and the other, minus a signature , in the files of Hay
wood at Chicago. It stated in perfectly good Eng
lish that the Butte miners had had a demonstration
against conscription and were on st r ike ag ainst war.
It was dated as written on June 5, 1917, befor e the
parade it referred to, and six days before the stri ke
tha t followed the Speculator fire . And to cap the
climax, :MacKinnon swore that Peter Kerkonen
couldn't write a letter in English that anyone could
read. Kerkonen himself was a defendant, but wa s
d isch arged before the trial began, a s he had been
d r iven hopelessly insane by bei ng tortured by the
a uthor ities who first arrest ed him in Butt e last year.
Haywood al so de nied ever receiving such a letter
a nd intimated th at the copy " ta ke n" from his file
had been "put there" by somebody beside !'! h imself
or an yon e be lon ging to his offi ce force.

Mor itz Hein, witness on August 14, stated that
in his officia l ca pacity as attorney for the Russian
Consul at Chicago, he had investi gated the tro uble
over the registration of Finlanders who were Rus
sia n subjects last year in Minn esota. All those not
regist ering were Finlanders who did not underst a nd
the law, he said. Also, this fact was re cognized by
the P ublic Safety Comm ission", John Lind having
sent a wire to Attorney-Gener al Gr egory as king that
they be not prosecuted. The I. W. W. had noth ing
to do with the matter , sa id the witness.

Who can picture George Speed upon the witness
stand; and, further, who can p icture h is kindly
mind entertaining any thoughts of cr iminality? Yet
there he sat , bowed an d grey, with sixty-four years
of proletarian life, st a unchly defiant in the fa ce of
h is accusers. He was born in Maryland and at his
early t ra de was a member of th e Silk Hat Finish ers'
craft. union. But he read a Ma rxian leaflet back in
1883 and ever s ince-well, he became a member of

'" See Appendix
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t he old International Workingmen's Association, and
since then he has fo ught in the fro nt ran ks of labor
unionism from coas t to coast. Blacklisted, beaten,
depo rted, jaile d , he still ma intains amiability and
courage. Speed spoke abo ut the kind of "fair trials"
give n in the Spo ka ne Free Spe ech Fight.

"I sat in cour t mornings and saw thirty or forty
men brou ght up- 'Did you speak ?' 'No.' 'You
intended t o speak? ' 'Yes.' 'One hundred days and
$100.' ' Did you spe a k? ' 'Wel l, I was reading the
Declaration of Independence.' 'One hundred d ays
and $100 .' They yanke d them in that wa y as fast
as they ca me up. There was an attorney ca me from
Ch icago there to de fend the case and he to ld t h e
j udge what he t ho ugh t of him, gave up th e case
and ca me back t o Chicago. He sa id it was fel ly to
talk before t ha t court."

Vanderveer : You were convicted?
A. I was.
Q . W ere you eve r con victed before of any cr ime?
A. No.
Q. Or ever sin ce?
A . No .
Q . What was the final a dj us tme nt of t he diffi

culty?
A. Th ey se ttle d and we were a llowe d t o speak

on t he st reets a gain.
Asked about h is ideas, Speed said : "My idea of

life is this: That the whole h istory is one of pain
and str uggle ; th at there a re two classes in socie ty
absolutely antagonist ic to each oth er, an employing
class and a wor king class, a nd that the interest of
the emp loying class is ever to buy labor in the cheap
est market. I came to that con vict ion yo ung, and
when I g ot ho ld of that Marxian leaflet in 1883, it
inspired me with a new life. Before that t ime. I
was a little indifferent and a littl e ca reless, and a fte r
that I tried to devote my who le time t o make life
better for myself and for my fellows."
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Vanderveer : You associated yourself with one
un ion afte r another?

A. Yes ; and every strike that ca me up any pla ce,
if I happened to be wh ere it was, I would go into
it , if I cou ld, and hel p out.

Q. What, in your opinion, is the remedy for all
th is '!

A. The abolition of the profit system.
Q. Explain why that is essentia l.
A. I hol d that th e working cla ss produces a ll

wea lth and that an idle , parasitical class, doing lit
tle or nothing, cont rol s the wealth we create, and
by these means : By th eir economic power they con 
trol Loth the politi cal and econo mic world to ke ep
the workers in subject ion; that we are today a na 
ti on of slaves, subject to the dictates and control of
men who do nothing but live off la bor. Our quarrel
is with the men who control the industri es of the
nation. I am governed in th e shop, the mine. t he
factory , the mill , whe re I work. My whole life
is gov erned f rom there. My right to live depends
upon them; they control the means by which I live .
Politica l power is a reflex of economic power and
those who control the eco nomic power of the state ,
control t he state.

Q . Do you not be lieve the employe rs try to edu
cate the workers?

A. They educate them into their views. When 1
went to school, what was the education I got?
'John Smith bought seven yards of calico at seven
cents a nd sold it at eight and one-half cents. 1I0w
much profit d id he make? ' That is the kind of edu
cation.

Speed continued : "The more wealth we create,
the less we receive in proportion ; th e greater the
amount of improv ed machinery goes into the fac
tortes, t he more of us are thrown out of work; the
competition between us becomes keener, and the
less we get in proportion 00 our product. I read in
consular reports that one of the secretar ies of ag'ri-
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cult ure showed that a rice growe r in South Carolina
got $ 1.50 a day. a nd if he got wages in the same
proportion to what the Chinese r ice grower gets. he
would get $40 a day: '

Spee d was secreta!")" at San Francisco a nd had
rea d SOUDARITY dur ing 1917. Nebeker revea led
those facts on cross-examination. and was satisfied.

The defendants were rather surprised when th e
next witness turned out to be -one of the " conspi
rators ," one that meet of us knew absol ute ly noth
ing about. In rep I,}' to qu estions he sa id his name
was Char les Krattigcr a nd that he had lived all h is
life at Paterson, New J ersey, an d worked the re for
years as a silk weav er. In some way he could not
understa nd the ind ictment nam ed him " Kratapriger"
-a na me so fore ign to him that he d id not know
he was indicted until he was arrest ed at Paterso n
on J a nu ary 2, 19 18. Another th ing he could not
account for was that he was never brought to Chi
cago for trial in this case , although he was bonded
to answer the cha rges in th e sum of $500. Another
mys terious thing was that when he arrived in Chi.
cage, subpoenaed to testi fy for the defense, a ma n
named Mcfronouxh , who told him he was from the
Depa rtment of J ustice, came to h is room at th e
Washington Hotel and questioned h im abou t what
he was going to do here. When Kratt lger told h im,
McDonough had sa id: "I su ppose you're going to
tell a lot of da mn ed lies." Also, Mclronough ask ed
Kratt izer if he did not know that Pat Qui nlan an d
J oe Ettor were cha rged with murdering a ma n a t
Paterson. McDonough had been accompanied by
two othe r supposed officers and, at t he time he was
talk ing with Kra tt lz er, had in custod y one of the
Spanish witnesses wh o testified last Thursday.

Kra tt iger then went ahead with a story of the
s ilk industry and his life as a worker in the silk mil ls,
which began when he was 12 years old. For ten
yea rs be had been a we aver and he told how for
every single poun d of ra w sil k gent to th e company
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dye-h ouse, t hr ee or four po unds of dyed silk comes
back for weaving. This miracle, he ex plained , was
caused by " dyna miting: ' or loading the silk as it
goes throug h the dyes with t in, lead or other metals.

"No, metals don 't do the silk any goo d; in fact,
t hat makes it fa ll apart a nd wear out qu ickly; but,
you see, t he manufa cturers sell the silk by the
weight," said Krattiger.

Also , t hese manufacturers have machinery for
st re tching the silk before weaving. This makes
harder work for the weaver and ma ke s silk cloth
that will tear or wear out eas ily. " I have never,"
said Krattiger, " in the te n years that I have been a
weave r, never ha ve I woven pure silk, such as that
made before the mill s began th is adulteration, the
k ind that wa s made many yea rs a go an d tha t would
last a lifetime."

Char les Ash leigh, wh o, by order of Judge Lan
dis , bad previo usly ac ted as sworn interpreter for
the Spanish witn esse s, was aga in summoned to in
terpret the test imony of Eli as Castellano, wh o was
recalled to the stand. Castell an o said that a ft er
he left the court t he previous Thursday he was ar
rested a long with two other Spa nish witnesses. Crege
an d Paredes. An officer na med Mcfr onougn had
take n th em from the 1. \V. W . headquarters on
West Madison st reet . over Castellano's protest t ha t
he wa s still und er subpoena a nd had. a lso, to catch a
boat he had signed on as a sailor , soon to leave from
the Atl antic coa st. Caste llano was taken somewhere
a nd questioned, he said.

"What did they do to you '!" asked Judge Landis
thro ugh Ashleigh.

The answer ca me: " They tried to ma ke us de
clare things not t ru e by mea ns of thre ats:'

Castellano sa id he had shown McDonough his
seaman 's passport to identify himself a nd prove h is
occ upat ion.

Judge Land is had sent for McDonough an d now
summo ned him to the witness chair . Between the
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g ri lling La nd is gave h im an d the Questions of Van
de rveer McDonough writhed a nd twisted about on
the witness chair, a nd when he left the stand every
one in the room, includ ing McDonough himself , was
sureI)' convinced that McDonough was a lia r a nd a
sneak a nd severa l other things. H is name was Law
re nce McDonough, he said , and he was a city po
lice detectice attached to the " anarch ist and bomb
SQua d: ' a nd since the war declaration assigned to
wor k unde r the di rection of Hinton G. Cla be uz h of
the Department of Justice. Since he had arreste d
the three Spanish witnesses because they did not
answer Questions he asked them, although he did
not recall one of them sa id he beli eved in "destruc
tion of property." He never had the least idea ,
80 he said , t hat they were witnesses. lie never sa w
an)' passport of Castella no ; the only th ing Castel
lan o showed him was a credential 88 orga nizer in
the I. W. W.• he said. But Castellano stood in f ron t
of h im in the courtroom and swore he never ha d
such credential. McDonoug h said he vis it ed Krat
tiger's room at the Wash ington Hotel " looking for a
sold ier abse nt wi thout leave," but never kn ew Krat
tiger was a witness a nd denied spea king to Krat
tiger about "teJling a lot of lies:' or say ing a nything
ab out Quint an or Ettor, a lthough Krattiger stoo d be
fore h im and stoutly reaffinned that he had done so.
McDonough stated that he was accom panied on t hat
occasion by D. A. Cha re tte, a n agent of the Am er
ican Prote cti ve League, also by the house detective
at t he Wash ington Hotel.

Vanderveer asked McDonough : "You were once
a member of the I. 'V. W ., were ) ' OU not? "

A. Yes, sir.
Q . And you join ed the organization while yo u

were a police detective to spy upon it ?
A. Yes, si r . I was assigned to do so. I wanted

to see that those connec ted with the organizat ion
d id nothing crimina l.
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Q . You were such a good 1. \v. W. that you be
came secretary of Loca l 85, Branch No.6, here '!

A. Yes, sir.
Q. And you didn't want the organization to get

in had with the law, did yo u'!
A. Certain ly not.
Q . Then maybe you can explain why it was that

wh en there was a str ike on here in Chicago, over on
the North Sid e, you came to Bill Haywood and, as
secretary of the Branch , you suggested that the strike
was "too t ame, a nd a little rough stuff would help '!"

A. Oh, I know what you mean; no, I never said
anything of the kind; no , sir, I never sa id-

Q. Jrnd Haywood told you to forget it ; to ld you
that stuff didn't go with the I. W. W ., didn't he '!

A. No , sir , I never said an ything of the kind;
positively, I never did.

Q . And )'OU were later ex pe lled from the I. W.
'V., weren't you'!

A. I was; I quit the organization. I was ass igned
to oth er work .

Judge Landis d ismissed Mcfjoncugh from the
stand and issued bench warrants for the two men
McUonough said had accompanied him to Krattiger's
room, Charette of the America n Protective League,
and the house detective of the Washington Hote l,
whose name McDonough sa id he d id not know.

Proceeding with the case, Defendant J . H. Beyer
took the stand. Beyer ,...as a passenger on the
Stea mer Verona on the 5th of November, 1916
" Bloody Sunday"-when tha t boat was fired on by
Sheriff Don McRae and Lumber Trust Commercial
Club Vigil antes as it drew in at the docks at Everett,
Washington. Beyer told h is story graphically an d
in all its bl oody detail; how five members of the
I. W. W. had died, murdered; how they died sing
ing. some of them singing as their blood ran in cr im
son st re ams over the decks and down the white sides
of the Verona to mingle with the waters of the
We stern Sea.
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Beyer also to ld of his experiences in t he army
years ago when he was sent to Chicago in the A.
R. U. strik e and later when, a s a trooper. h e went
thro ugh duty in the Coeur d'A lene strike. He cor
roborated Haywood as t o what had happened when
troops were sent int o t hat d ist rict.

Joe French, the n ext witness, is French both by
birth and by name, b ut had been in t his country
many years working as a migratory la borer on farms
and in th e woods and on cons t r uction work. Fren ch
told first of j ob conditions, then in detail of how he
and others h ad been beaten up by Commercial Club
thugs and the chief of poli ce at Aberdeen , Sout h Da
kot a, in the sum mer of 19 17, a nd t h e strike . lines
drawn a round Aberdeen by t he .1. W. W . in re
taliati on.

Vanderveer : Did you get that kind of t reatment
somewhere else. Joe?

A. Yes, sir. When I came down to Tul sa, Ok la
homa , looking for work in t he oil fields.

Q . Tell us what happened to you t here.
A. On the 5th of November I came to T ulsa

looking for work. I didn't have a ny place to go,
80 I went t o the I. W . W. h all. I was t here about
9 o'clock in the evening, and maybe t en or twelve of
us were th ere; and a bunch of detectives comes in
there and looked around t he ha ll an d ta lked to us
f or a wh ile , and called t he wagon. They t ook us
to ja il and p ut a charge of vagranc y aga inst us, a l
though we had money a nd good clothes on. The
next day they started to give us a trial. Th ey on ly
asked me a couple of questions. On the 10th or
11th t hey returned a verd ict a nd we were fined $100
for vagrancy.

Q. Did y ou pay the $100 ?
A. Th ey never asked us to pay it. We never ha d

the mo ney in t he first place. They put us a ll back
in jail again, and two hours afterwards t he y came
and took us out again and loaded us up in an auto
mobile a nd took us abut four blocks from there to
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a railroad croesing : a nd wh en they got there t he
car stopped all at once and a bunch of men ca me out
from t he corner all dressed up in b lack and black
masks over t heir fa ces a nd rifles and sh ot guns a nd
revolvers and everything.

Q. \Vhat did they do !
A. They tied us up wit h our hands beh ind our

backs and led us back into the cars again.
Q . Then what d id they d o with you !
A. They dro ve for abo ut three miles into the

Osage Hills, They there made us undress to th e
waist and made us stand up by a tree and t he y beat
us up with a hal f-Inch pipe from the neck down, and
then tarred a nd feathered us, After t he y got
through , t hey lined us up facing a barbed wire fence
a bout fifteen Ieet a hea d of us, a lthough it was da rk
a nd we could n't see it . Then they to ld us if they
set eyes on us in the morning, en')' I. ' V. W. that
could be found in Tulsa would be sho t on sight.
Well , t hey turned us loose and we ra n across that
barbed wire fence a nd we cut ourselves a11 to pieces.
The}' burned a ll our clothes except our pa nts a nd
shoes.

Q. Did. you have any money in your clot hes?
A. Yes, sir. My mo ney , [ pinn ed it in my coat

pocket, inside-about $25.
Q . Did they burn your money?
A. Yes, sir.
Q . What t ime of night wea this?
A. Ab out 2 o'c lock in the morning.
Q. 'Vas it wa rm or cold ?
A. It was cold. You could see th e frost on the

railroad ties.
The a bove story , in the simple la ng uage of a

worker, is the victim's account of the acts of the
infamous "Knights of Liberty," who were to ute d
throughout the nation by the p ress as cha mpions
of the " women a nd childre n of sufferi ng Belgi um."

French continued and told how they finally got
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some clothes f rom a fr iend and went about forty
mil es from there to work on a pipe lin e.

Va nderveer : What did those peopl e beat you
and tar a nd fe at he r you for ?

A. Well, just because I ca rried an I. W. W.
card.

Q. Had you done anything a round Tulsa ?
A. No, sir; I just got there that same day.
Q. Had anyone done a nything around Tulsa?
A. Not that I know of.
Q . Eve r hear of anyb od y being prosecuted for

d oing anything to you boys ?
A. No, sir .
The first witness called on Au gust 15th was Paul

Pika, a defendant wh o was discharged at the end
of the prosecution's testimony. He was and st ill
is a member of the International Association of Ma
ch inists, but j oined the I. W. W. because he favo rs
its principles. During 1917 he had lived in Chic ago
a nd was around the General Headquarters a good
de a l. He knew Haywood and many othe rs inti
mate ly, and he never heard any consp iracy broached
about, although he thought if anything like that
ex iste d he would have know n of it .

Otto Justh was another d ischarged defendant
called a nd he, too, claimed to be ve ry familia r with
many defendants, having joined the I. W. W. in
1905---as soon as it was started-and had done a ll
he could to forward its aims, taking part in the big
Studebaker strike at Detroit, which won out on all
demands. Although in the confidence of many de
fendants, he had heard no conspi ra cy.

A. D. Kimball, a defendant wh ose case was sev
ered and continu ed by the court on account of his
being nearly dead with tuberculosis before trial be
ga n, took the stand. Born at Cambridge, Mass., an
unskilled worker, Kimball had j oined t he I. W. W.
in 1913, a nd was secretary at Bisbee, Arizona , at
the time of the depor tation, July 12, 1917. Kimball
said the govern ment had all his correspondence a nd

•
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there was nothing in it opposing or even sp eaking
a bout the war. He was as ked ab out what happened
when he and 1,185 othe rs were deported .

Vanderveer: Did you see a ny mac hine guns '!
A. Yes, I sa w one in She ri ff Wheeler's auto

mobile; also one mounte d on th e Copper Queen dis
pensary, a nd down below at Warren Ball Park, and
I sa w them mounted on the Calumet & Arizona
Company's offices; another on the wa y to Douglas
on a wa te r tank, mounted opposite the track; also
one in an auto mob ile.

Q. Did you get a good look at these?
A. Yes.
Q. Close enough insp ection to tell wh ether they

were the same kind of guns; new guns or old guns,
or anything about them ?

A. They appeared to be new guns.
Q. All of them.
A. Yes .
Q. As far as you know, had the she riff over

owned a machine g un, or the county?
A. Not that I know of.
Q. Did you ever hear about where those ma

chine guns came from, or who bought them ?
A. I saw an account in the Arizona Labor J our

nal, a labor paper, a reproduction of a bill of sal e,
that the Copper Queen Company had bought them .

Q. When ?
A. In April, 1917.
Q . Now, th at was abo ut two months a nd a hal f

before the strike? .
A. Yes, sir.
Q. Was the re any disorder then '!
A . No, sir.
Q. Any trouble whatever?
A. None whatever.
Q. This condition of discontent with conditions

among the min ers existed , did it ?
A. It existed , yes.
Q. What use did the Copper Qu een Mining Com-



Page Two Hundred One

pany of Bisbee, Arizona , have for machine guns in
April, 1917 ?

A. I d o net know.
Q. Do you believe that the people employed by

the Copper Queen and the Copper Queen have any
thing in common?

A. No, sir.
Q. Did anybody ask you , on the date of deporta

tion, or did you hear them ask anyone else about
their willingness to go back to work?

A. Yes. sir .
Q . Who ask ed these q ues tions?
A. Mostl y th e sh ift bosses and the min ing com

pany official s.
Q. If a man' said , " Yes, he would go ba ck to

work," wh at did they do ?
A. They just told him to fa ll out and allowed

him to remain.
Q. Do you remember how ma ny of t hose de

ported men held Liberty Bonds ?
A. I can' t say positively, but I know there were

a great many.
Q. Do yOU rememb er whether any of the m we re

registered for the draft ?
A. Yes, 425 regist ered . I think more than hal f

of the 1,185 had cont r ib ute d to the Red Cross.
Q. Aft er the de portat ions, and afte r th e ca mp

in Columbus broke up , where did you go ?
A. I went to Old Mexico.
Q. Yo u were a citizen of t he United States ?
A. Yes, si r .
Q. How many of you went to Mex ico?
A. About ninety.
Q. Why did you go to Mexico ?
A. Because we got ti red of condit ions on t his

side of the line, espec ially t he Copper Queen brand
of democracy . I thought I wou ld lik e a change.
The r.e was no place we were safe anywhe re a long
th e border looking for work.
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Q. No place where an Am erican workingman
could go but Mexico ?

A. That was my view.
Q . How were you received ; how were you

tre ated down there ?

-- -



CHAPTER XIV.

NEBEKER conc luded his speech at 10:33 a. m.,
and the cro wded courtroom listened expectant
ly for Vanderveer to open the floodgates of

oratory. Nebeker had used less than one hour of
the two a llotte d to the prosecution, a nd his assistant,
Cla ude R. Porter, wa s to finish th e presentation of
their side with a flag-waving broadside of denun
ciatory eloquence that was not only to sway the
j ury , but was intende d to eject him governor of
Iowa. For, t houghtful of his campaig n in that state,
he had on the previous day sent advance copies
of his speech to a great ma ny of h is -partisan papers
in Iowa for release on that day , when he intende d to
talk himself into immorta lity. Judge, oh , ye gods!
how deeply he was wounded whe n Va nd erveer for
bore to orate, only r ising to thank the jury for their
patience during the long trial and asking the ir con
siderati on for a " Christian judgment." The spec
tators were nonplussed at such a n unusual situation,
whil e Porter, pale an d stunned, sat voiceless, trying
to grasp the fact that Vanderv eer , by refusing t o
address the jury, had cut off further a rgume nt . and
that he, Porter. was up against wiring those Iowa
papers to kill his oration, alre a dy going into the
presses.

Judge La ndis. a ccepting the st range conclusion
of the defense, lea ned over the bench and informed
the jury that he would adj ourn until 2 p. m., a nd
at that t ime would give his instructions.

Ab out twenty defendants who were out on bail ,
a nd ne ar ly seventy who had been released on their
own recognizance f rom t ime to time, were now
taken , wi th the nine r emaining in custody, to the
"dining room," No. 603, under guard. Here an
were served with a noond ay me al, and afterward

203
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mingled with their frie nds, wives and sw eethearts,
who gathered in the crucial hour. During this pe
riod there was noticed a heavy addition to the guard,
a great number of police from the city mounted re
serves filling the cor r idors .

At 2 p. rn. the visitors were put out and the de
fendants, in pairs, marched through the corridors
into the courtroom, No. 627 . On the way through
the corrido rs each de fendant was stepped an d
searched, a somewha t omi nous procee ding that re
sulted in nothing at all be ing found more dangerous
than a newspaper.

It was 2 :20 p. m. wh en Landis entered and the
cle rk ca lle d the roll of defendants. The " learned"
judge then proceeded to read his instructions to
the jury,* which occupied an hour an d thirty-five
minutes, being conclu ded a t 3 :55 p. m. At 4 o'clock
the j ury filed out and then the defendants were
again taken to Room 603 and agai n a me al was
brought in. Rut there wa s no time to dine at leisure;
"the wr ite r, in fact , being cut short in the middle of
a gustatory process at 4 :50 p. m., whe n the word
carn e to return to court.

What had happened ? What did it mean ? Was
the jury going to ask for further instructions ? Was
is possible that a verdict had been so quickly agreed
ripon? A hubbub of interrogation arose as the de 
fend a nts dropped their knives and forks and again
-lined up in pairs for the march through the cor
r idors. There was some delay in separating and
seating the visitors, but by 5 :15 p. m. the defendants
were in their seats again .

Again the g uarding force had been st re ngthe ned
and a line of uniformed police surrounded the big
roo m, while the ent rance of the court was a solid
mass of blue, brass buttons and gleaming stars.
U. S. Marshal Bradley and a squad of deputies stood
guard between the groups of defendants and the

• See Appendix
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yet empty j ury box. Immed ia t ely in front of the
bench , a t the prose cution's table, sat Porter and an
assistant. Nebeker w as not presen t. A few feet
further the long cou ns el table of t he d efense was
vacant at the end toward the j ury, usu ally occupied
by Vanderveer, Ch ristensen and Cleary. At the
other end , Haywood, J . A. McDonald. Ra y Fanning
and t he writer sa t , a waiting t h e necessary presence
of defense co unse l and whatever further was to
come. Still t he atmosphere of interrogation pre
vailed a nd th e defendants wh ispered their con
jectures to each other . "A verd ict?" " Impos
sible I" " A bl anket verd ict?" "It may be."
"where a re our attorneys?" "where is Vander
veer ?" " He must not have expected so hasty a
summons."

Th e head bailiff of the court in cha rge of the
j ury ca me in hurriedly from t he j ury room and asked
Fanning for Vanderveer's telephone number. Mc
Donald inquires: "Is there a verdict ?" "Yes." re
plies the ba iliff, a nd rushes away. At th is moment
Defense Attorney Christe nsen en ters and an attend
ant ca lls t he j urors, who re-enter the box at 5 :2 5
p. m. Their faces are void of exp ression, but there
is one bad sign-they d o not , or dare not, look to 
ward th e defandants, who eye them dubiously.

Down in Ada ms street, in front of t he British
recruiti ng station, to catch t he h om ebound thou 
sands, a band st ruck up, a nd t he quaintest quest ion
enters my mind-"Is It 'M y Country, 'Tis of Thee,'
or is it 'God Save th e King'?"

Judge Landis enters and seats h imself. H is long
and na rrow face is the usual palid mask, t he
bleach ed shroud of a consc ience wh ich lies with in.
He asks :

"Gentlemen of the Jury, have yo u a rrived at -a
verdict in th is case? "

There is no spoken reply, but th e fo re ma n of the
j ury, F. W. Brayton, of Morris. Illinois, rises and
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hands the ba ili ff a paper which is g iven over to
Court Clerk Sulliva n to read.

The clerk, reading in a st rong, clear voice, be
gins: "We, the jurors in th e case of the United
States versus William D. Haywood et al., find th e
defendants , Ca rl Ahlteen , Olin B. Ande rson, A. V.
Azua ra," and goes on down the alp habetical roll--

"C har les Aehle igh ,' One of the de fe ndants
whose g uilt could be predicted solely on member
sh ip, as he was out of all touch with organization
work during 1917-

" William D. Haywood.' It is plain now that a
bla nket verdict is coming, but wh at is it '!

" Clyde Hough," It flashes to mind that this boy,
a lad against whom not a line of evidence, written
or spoken, was offered, could not be fo und g uilty of
violating the Espionage Act, a law passed by Con
gress on June 15, 1917 . It was incredible that t his
boy, Hough, who ha d been in jail every day since
J une 6, 1917 , could be convi cted of bre a king the
Espionage Act, shut off as he had been, by bars an d
locks since a wee k befo re the la w was passed !

But what was the verdict'! The time consumed
in re ading those one hundred names seems interm
inable.

" William Weyh ." The last name on the roster,
and the fune re al silence of the court was broken
only by the dull, forgotten roar of the city. The
clerk paused before the final lin e of the verdict, a
ve rdict which had a parall el significa nce wit h Pi
late's submiss ion to the mob, or the spu rned petition
of Brutus kneeling at the feet of Caesar, or the Dre d
Scott de cision, a ve rdict to make or mar a natio n as
the abiding place of "Justice."

It was 5 :30 by the cour troom clock as that fina l
line fe ll from th e lip s of the clerk :
. " Guilty as charged in the indictment."

Not a word of demonstration. .
The defenda nts sat quietly while the judge a d

dressed the jury, tha nking and dismissing them.
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Here and th ere a ppeared an ironical smile on the
face of a defendant . The countenance of Haywood ,
who was sitting beside me , was flush ed , but there
was no othe r trace of emotion. Christensen, ph leg
matic as a r ule, wore a look of agony on his r oun d,
red face. A re porte r of the City News Bureau nerv
ously clasped my a nn. He seemed to ask apologet
icall y, " W hat do you think of the verdict?" He
was more d istraug ht , to a ll appearances, than any
defendant. a nd th e write r laughingly rem inded him
that he, the reporter, was not going to ja il. As to
the verd ict:

" If America ca n atend it , 1 a m sure the I . W. W.
can."

Chris te nsen ste pped forward to spea k to the
j ud ge as Vanderv eer entere d. bowed a little by the
weig ht of the dead hope whose shadow appea red in
his eye. Immediately he was surrounded by "the
boye," the boys who ra n up to sha ke h is hand. to
laugh at the whole world as they sla pped him on th e
back and excl a imed. "You did yo ur best. It was
sure some scra p, an yhow!" . . •

David Karsner. reporter for the New York Ca ll,
a rea l writer a nd a real fr iend. ran in. A word with
Haywood, a nd the boy colla psed as if wounded. his
fa ce ashe n as he sa nk into a chair. He forc ed him
self to rise as t he boys pa ssed out to shake hands in
farewe ll. but his fingers had no grip and his voice
was gone. .

The prisoners passed out, two by two, through
the doo rway. In the corridor stood that brave an d
big-hearted little woman wh ose unnoticed work now
see med to have been in va in-c-Ca rollne Lowe, assist
ant attorney for the defense. Th e lawyer had gone
and only the woman stood th ere. Sh e nodded to
us as we passed and smil ed bravely th rou gh the te ars
she could not concea l.

Qu eer? Everyone was crying or nervous or dis
traught, except the prisone rs . They seemed hal f
g leefu l, half nonchal ant. in a sort of grim defia nce .



Page Two Hundred Eight

A few minutes more and, in groups of ten, hand
cuffed in pairs, the prisoners were taken down in
elevators to the ground floor and loa ded into a utomo
bil e patrols. Th e news spread a nd the stre ets were
packed beyond the police lines , drawn to hold back
the crowd. The prisoners la ugh ed, passing remarks
with one another.

Delayed while a way was made through t he
crowd , an auto load of prisoners sat at t he curb.
The boy s ins ide the patro l, with th e spir it which ca n
not die- t he spir it of t he I. W. W., which sings in
the fac e of de feat- struck up t he song , " Hold the
Fort:' Then, 8 S th e automobile tu rned into Dear
born street , on t he road to the Cook County jail, t hey
took up that h istoric song of rev olt, "The Maraeil
Ia ise,"

Dou btless the thoughtless thousands in th e streets
wondered as th e police a uto sped cla nging by what
it all mea nt-c-those men on their wa y to pr ison
exalted by so ng.

" Oh, Lib erty , can ma n res ig n thee,
Once having felt t hy generous fla me;
Ca n du ngeon bolts.. a nd bars confi ne thee,
Or wh ips th ey noble spir it tame ?"
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