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2 A message from the Washington State Elections Division

Welcome to your 2024 Student Mock Election Voters' Pamphlet!

The Student Mock Election is a nonpartisan event that helps teach you about the elections process and how 
to become an informed voter. You'll vote on candidates and issues that may be important to you.

In a real election, your ballot will include items based on where you live. From national, statewide, and local 
positions to tax levies, initiatives, and referenda, selecting elected officials and voting on critical issues are 
decisions that impact your daily life and therefore require an informed decision.

We designed this Student Mock Election Voters’ Pamphlet to provide you with information on the items 
included on your ballot. This includes explanations of each issue, the impact each would have, and 
arguments for and against just like the actual Voters’ Pamphlets mailed statewide.

Please take time to read through this Voters’ Pamphlet to learn about the issues being decided this year. If 
you discuss your opinion with other students, remember to be respectful of their choices. Then fill out your 
Student Mock Election ballot and return it as instructed to have your vote counted. 

Voting is one of the greatest ways to make a difference in your community. To participate in real elections, 
adult Washington citizens must be registered to vote, which can be done online at VoteWA.gov, by mail, 
or in person. Voter registrations completed online or mailed must be received by Oct. 28. After that, they 
have until 8 p.m. on Nov. 5, Election Day, to register, vote, and return a ballot in person at a county elections 
office or voting center. 

If you are at least 16 years old, you can sign up as a Future Voter and be automatically registered to vote 
when you qualify. Tell your friends that you've signed up by using #FutureVoter and tag the Office of the 
Secretary of State!

Thank you for your time and participation in this introduction to the political process. As an informed voter, 
you’ll soon be able to make an impact in your community and our state by voting in every election!

Sincerely, 
 
The Washington State Elections Division

@secstatewa @secstatewa@WASecretaryofState

@WashingtonStateElections

Is your school participating?

Scan to see if your school is listed on the statewide 
Student Mock Election Dashboard!

https://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/k12map

If not, ask your teacher to sign up!
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Deadlines

Ballots mailed to voters by: October 18

Register by mail, received by: October 28

Register online by: October 28

Register in person by: November 5, 8 p.m.

Election Day: November 5

Local Candidates and Measures

This pamphlet contains information for 
federal candidates, state candidates 
and state measures.

You will receive a Local Voters’ Pamphlet from 
your county elections office with information on 
local candidates and issues.

If you do not receive a Local Voters’ Pamphlet 
by the time you receive your ballot, contact your 
county elections office. You can find their contact 
information listed at the end of this pamphlet.

You can also visit VoteWA.gov to view your 
online Voter Guide.

Voter tip:

Use an official drop box
before 8 p.m. on Election
Day. Or, if you choose to
mail your ballot, the USPS 
recommends a week before
Election Day. Don’t let a late
postmark disqualify your ballot.

Ballot

Drop
Box

Candidates submitted their information 
for this pamphlet prior to printing. For 
the most current information, sign in to 
VoteWA.gov.

Who donates to campaigns?

View information on financial contributors for 
presidential candidates:

Federal Election Commission 
www.fec.gov  
Toll Free 1 (800) 424-9530

View financial contributors for state and local
candidates and measures:

Public Disclosure Commission
pdc@pdc.wa.gov
www.pdc.wa.gov
Toll Free 1 (877) 601-2828

Political parties

Washington State 
Democrats 
PO Box 4027 
Seattle, WA 98194 
(206) 309-8683 
info@wa-democrats.org 
www.wa-democrats.org

 

Washington State 
Republican Party 
11811 NE 1st St  
Ste A306 
Bellevue, WA 98005 
(425) 460-0570 
info@wsrp.org 
www.wsrp.org



4 How do I register to vote in Washington?

Moved? Update your 
voting address
Contact a county elections 
office to request a ballot at 
your new address.

By October 28: Have your 
application received by mail or 
updated online. 

Or

By November 5: Visit a local voting 
center in person.

How do I register  
to vote?
Online: Register at VoteWA.gov.

By mail: Request a paper form be  
mailed to you or print your own at  
sos.wa.gov/elections.

No internet access? Call 1 (800) 448-4881.

In person: Visit a county elections office 
(listed at the end of this pamphlet).

What if I’m not 18 yet?
If you are 16 or 17, become a Future Voter! 

Felony conviction?
Your right to vote is restored 
when you are no longer 
serving a sentence of total 
confinement in prison.

You must re-register to vote in order to 
receive a ballot.

You may re-register to vote by mail, in 
person, or online at VoteWA.gov.

Qualifications
To vote, you must be 
at least 18 years old, a 
U.S. citizen, a resident 
of Washington, and 
not currently serving 
a sentence of total 
confinement in prison for 
a felony. 

Registration deadlines
By mail or online: 
Your application must 
be received no later 
than October 28.

In person: Visit a 
local voting center no 
later than 8 p.m. on 
November 5.

Check your registration info at VoteWA.gov.

28 5

Sign up with your Washington state 
driver’s license, permit, 
ID, or the last four digits 
of your Social Security 
number. You’ll be 
automatically registered 
to vote when you qualify. 
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Vote your ballot and sign your 
return envelope. We need your 
signature to accept your ballot. You 
are not required to vote every race 
on your ballot. We encourage using 
this pamphlet to help you decide.

If you cannot 
personally return 
your ballot, only let 
people you trust 
deliver it for you.

Check the status of your ballot on 
VoteWA.gov to see if it has been 
received by your county elections 
office. 
 
 

Election staff will contact you before 
your ballot is processed if:
•	 Your signature is missing 
•	 Your signature doesn’t match your 

voter registration record

Return your ballot by mail, no 
stamp needed. If mailed, your 
ballot must be postmarked by 
November 5. Don’t let a late 
postmark disqualify your ballot.  
The USPS recommends that you 
mail a week before Election Day.

Or, return your ballot to an 
official ballot drop box. Drop 
boxes are open until 8 p.m. on 
November 5. Find drop box 
locations at VoteWA.gov.

If you’re registered to vote, there is 
no need to request a ballot. Your 
ballot will be mailed by October 18  
to the address you provided on 
your voter registration. If you need a 
replacement ballot, contact a county 
elections office listed at the end of 
this pamphlet.

View election 
results online

After 8 p.m. on election 
night, tallied results from 
each county are posted at 
results.vote.wa.gov.

Results are updated as 
counties report and are 
unofficial until certification.

How do I vote and return my ballot?

Or

Ballot

Drop
Box
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Your signature is needed to make sure  
your ballot gets counted.

Why is my signature important?

Voters can track and check their 
ballot status at VoteWA.gov.

If your signature is missing or does 
not match your voter registration 
record, the county elections office 
will contact you by mail before 
results are certified. They may call 
or email if you gave them this info.

�If you registered to vote online or 
through Department of Licensing, 
the signature from your driver’s 
license, permit, or state ID will be on 
your voter registration record.

The signature on your return 
envelope is compared to the 
signature on your voter registration 
record. Trained election officials are 
responsible for verifying each and 
every signature.
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Ballot

Drop
Box

5

4

1

2

Your ballot is reviewed and scanned

The ballot is removed from the secrecy sleeve and 
election staff verify that it can be successfully scanned. 
Each voting system is certified and tested before every 
election.

Your county receives your ballot

Deposit your ballot in an official drop box by 8 p.m. on 
Election Day, or return your ballot by mail — postage 
paid — but make sure it’s postmarked by Election Day! 
Don’t let a late postmark disqualify your ballot. The USPS 
recommends that you mail it back at least one week 
before Election Day.

Your ballot is counted

After 8 p.m. on Election Day all scanned ballots are tallied. 
Ballots will be scanned and tallied over the next several 
days until all the votes are counted. Every county conducts 
a post-election audit.

Envelopes and sleeves are separated

The return envelope is opened and the secrecy sleeve 
containing your ballot is removed. They are separated to 
ensure the secrecy of your vote.

Your signature is verified

Your signature is important and we need it to accept your 
ballot. The signature on your return envelope is compared 
to the signature on your voter registration record. If the 
signature matches, your ballot is accepted and you are 
credited for voting to ensure only one ballot is counted 
for you.

3

Election staff will contact you 
before your ballot is processed if:
•	 Your signature is missing 
•	 Your signature doesn’t match 

your voter registration record

How is my ballot counted?



8 How are elections secure?

Before an Election During an Election After an Election

Voting systems 
certification 
and testing
Ballot counting equipment
is tested and certified by an
independent testing authority
and the State of Washington.

Voting systems are not connected 
to the internet.

Pre-election audit: 
logic & accuracy tests
Before every election, counties 
test their voting systems to make 
sure the machines are correctly set 
up and accurately counting votes.

Voter registration 
database
Washington’s statewide voter 
registration database is constantly 
maintained and updated as voters 
become registered, move, change 
their name, pass away, or are no 
longer eligible to vote.  

All eligible voters are automatically 
mailed ballots. Only one ballot per 
voter is accepted.

Paper ballots
Voting on paper ballots 
allows election officials 
to audit results of an 
election after votes are counted.

Signature verification
Trained election officials compare 
your signature to your voter 
registration file to confirm your 
identity and eligibility.

If your signature is missing or 
doesn’t match, your ballot is  

“Challenged” and you are notified. 
Once your signature is verified, 
your ballot status will update to  

“Accepted”.

VoteWA
Check the status of your ballot 
at VoteWA.gov. Once your ballot 
status is updated to “Accepted,” 
your ballot will be opened and 
scanned. Only one ballot per voter 
is accepted.

Chain of custody
Ballots are sealed in secure, 
tamper-evident containers and 
at least two staff are present 
whenever your ballot is handled.

Scanning and 
tabulation
Ballot scanners and vote counting
machines are physically secured in
locked rooms. Election staff sign
in and out each time the room is
opened, and always in groups of
two or more.

Post-election 
random batch 
audits
Your local election 
officials hand count randomly 
selected precincts or ballot 
batches and compare those 
numbers to the voting system 
totals to make sure the vote 
counting machines counted 
correctly.

Post-election  
risk-limiting audit
Your local election officials 
examine a statistically 
significant, randomly selected 
sample of ballots to help ensure 
the reported outcome is correct.

Full ballot 
reconciliation
Your local election officials keep
detailed records of the steps
taken to process each ballot 
or group of ballots, creating an 
audit trail.

A final report at the end of the 
process includes a summary 
of the ballots received and 
counted.

Contact your local 
county elections 
office to learn more



9What are ballot measures?

Initiative
Any registered voter may propose an 
initiative to create a new state law or 
change an existing law.

Initiatives to the People are proposed 
laws submitted directly to voters. 

Initiatives to the Legislature are 
proposed laws submitted to the 
Legislature.

Referendum
Referendum Bills are proposed laws the 
Legislature has referred to voters.

Referendum Measures are laws recently 
passed by the Legislature that voters have 
petitioned to be referred to the ballot.

Any registered voter may petition that 
a law proposed by the Legislature be 
referred to voters before taking effect. 

Before an Initiative to the People or an 
Initiative to the Legislature can appear 
on the ballot, the sponsor must collect... 

Before a Referendum Measure can 
appear on the ballot, the sponsor 
must collect... 

Initiatives and referenda  

become law with 

more than 50% 
of the vote.

162,258 
registered voters’  
signatures

4% of all votes in the last 
Governor’s race

324,516 
registered voters’  
signatures

8% of all votes in the last 
Governor’s race

Initiatives and referenda are used by the 
people to create state laws.
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The Secretary of State is not responsible 
for the content of statements or arguments 
(WAC 434-381-180).
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The magic number
There are a total of 538 electoral votes 
in the nation. A presidential ticket needs 
at least 270 electoral votes nationwide 
to win. If no presidential ticket receives a 
majority of electoral votes, the U.S. House of 
Representatives elects the President and the 
U.S. Senate elects the Vice President.

What is the Electoral College?

The Electoral College is a 
process, not a place
When you vote for President and Vice 
President, you determine a group of people 
called electors (also known as a slate) to 
represent Washington state in the Electoral 
College. The electors gather in December 
to cast votes for President based on the 
state’s election results.

Each major political party chooses their 
own electors through the caucus and 
convention process.

Washington has 12  
presidential electors
Every state starts with two because every 
state has two U.S. Senators. Based on 
population, each state receives an additional 
elector for every U.S. House Representative.

	 2 	U.S. Senators 
	+10 	U.S. House Representatives

	=12 	Total electors

How electoral votes are 
distributed
Washington state is one of 48 states 
that uses a “winner-take-all” system; the 
presidential ticket that wins the popular 
vote in the state is entitled to all 12 of 
Washington’s electoral votes.

The Electoral College is established in the United States Constitution and administered by the National 
Archives and Records Administration (NARA). You can learn more at www.archives.gov.
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President & Vice President
The President must be at least 35 years old and a natural 
born U.S. citizen. Voters indirectly elect the President 
through the Electoral College. The President is elected  
to a four-year term and cannot serve more than two 
elected terms.

The chief duty of the President is to ensure the laws of 
the nation are faithfully executed. This duty is largely 
performed through appointments for thousands of federal 
positions, including secretaries of cabinet-level agencies 
and federal judges (subject to confirmation by the Senate). 
The President is the commander in chief of the U.S. 
armed forces, has the power to sign and veto (reject) laws 
passed by Congress, and makes treaties with foreign 
governments (with Senate approval).

The Vice President serves as the presiding officer of the 
Senate. The Vice President becomes President if the 
office is vacated.

The order of major political parties is determined 
by the number of votes cast in this state for 
the President of the United States at the last 

presidential election. In 2020, the Democratic Party 
received the highest number of votes in Washington state 
and must appear on the ballot first. 

Independent and minor party candidates follow major 
parties in the order of their qualification with the Secretary 
of State. (RCW 29A.36.161)

Except for the President and Vice President, all federal officials elected in 
Washington must be residents of the state. 

Congress
The United States’ Senate and House of Representatives 
have equal responsibility for declaring war, maintaining the 
armed forces, assessing taxes, borrowing money, minting 
currency, regulating commerce, and making all laws and 
budgets necessary for the operation of government.

United States Senator 
Senators must be at least 30 years old and citizens of the 
U.S. for at least nine years. Senators serve six-year terms. 
The Senate has 100 members; two from each state.

The Senate has several exclusive powers, including 
consenting to treaties, confirming federal appointments 
made by the President, and trying federal officials 
impeached by the House of Representatives.

United States Representative 
Representatives must be at least 25 years old and citizens 
of the U.S. for at least seven years. Representatives are 
not required to be registered voters of their district, but 
must reside in the state. Representatives serve two-year 
terms.

The House of Representatives has 435 members, all of 
whom are up for election in even-numbered years.  
Each state has a different number of members based  
on population. 

Candidate statements are printed exactly 
as submitted. The Office of the Secretary 
of State does not make corrections of any 
kind or verify statements for truth or fact.

Candidates submitted their information 
for this pamphlet prior to printing. For 
the most current information, sign in to 
VoteWA.gov. 

Qualifications & Responsibilities

Federal Offices
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Statewide-elected executives must be registered Washington voters and are 
elected to four-year terms.

Qualifications & Responsibilities

Governor 
The Governor is the chief executive officer of the state and 
makes appointments for hundreds of state positions, including 
directors of state agencies (subject to confirmation by the 
Senate). The Governor has the power to sign or veto (reject) 
legislation, and annually submits a budget recommendation 
and reports on state affairs to the Legislature.

Lieutenant Governor 
The Lieutenant Governor is elected independent of the 
Governor, and serves as the presiding officer of the state 
Senate. The Lieutenant Governor is first in line of succession 
and becomes Acting Governor whenever the Governor  
leaves the state or is otherwise unable to serve.

Secretary of State 
The Secretary of State leads the state Elections Division, 
Corporations and Charities Division, state Archives and 
Library, and other programs and services. The Office of the 
Secretary of State manages corporation and charity filings, 
collects and preserves historical state records, and governs 
the use of the state flag and seal. The Secretary of State is 
second in line of succession for Governor.

State Treasurer 
As the state’s finance officer, the Treasurer manages the 
cash flow, investments, and debt of all major state accounts. 
The Treasurer serves on the State Investment Board, 
providing guidance for the management of long-term debt 
and investments, and Chairs the Public Deposit Protection 
Commission, ensuring the safety of public deposits in 
qualified banks.

State Auditor 
The Auditor works with state and local governments to  
conduct independent financial and performance audits.  
The Auditor publicly investigates state employee whistleblower 
claims about agencies and reports of fraud, waste, and abuse 
of taxpayer money received through its citizen hotline.

 

Attorney General 
The Attorney General serves as legal counsel to the 
Governor, members of the Legislature, state officials, and 
more than 200 state agencies, boards, commissions, 
colleges, and universities. The Office of the Attorney 
General protects the public by upholding the Consumer 
Protection Act and provides public information about 
consumer rights and scams.

Commissioner of Public Lands 
The Commissioner of Public Lands is the head of the 
Department of Natural Resources, overseeing management 
of more than 5 million acres of state forest, agricultural, 
range, aquatic, and commercial lands. The Commissioner 
manages the state’s largest on-call fire department, 
preventing and fighting wildfires on 13 million acres of 
private, state and tribal-owned forest lands.

Superintendent of Public Instruction 
The Superintendent heads the state education agency  
and is chief executive officer of the state Board of 
Education. The Superintendent is responsible for the 
administration of the state’s kindergarten through twelfth 
grade education program. The office certifies teaching 
personnel, approves and accredits programs, and 
distributes state and local funds.

Insurance Commissioner 
The Insurance Commissioner regulates insurance 
companies doing business in Washington, licenses 
insurance agents and brokers, reviews policies and rates, 
examines the operations and finances of insurers, and 
handles inquiries and complaints from the public.

Candidate statements are printed exactly 
as submitted. The Office of the Secretary 
of State does not make corrections of any 
kind or verify statements for truth or fact.

Candidates submitted their information 
for this pamphlet prior to printing. For 
the most current information, sign in to 
VoteWA.gov. 

State Executive Offices
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