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A message from Secretary of State Steve Hobbs

Welcome to your 2023 Student Mock Election Voters’ Pamphlet!

The Student Mock Election is a nonpartisan event that helps teach
you about the elections process and how to become an informed
voter. You'll vote on races, measures, and issues that may be
important to you.

In a real election, your ballot will include items based on where
you live. From national, statewide, and local positions to tax levies,
initiatives, and referenda, selecting elected officials and voting

on critical issues are decisions that impact your daily life and
therefore require an informed decision.

This year, there are no statewide candidates or measures, so we created this Student Mock
Election — History Edition with items from Washington state history. This History Edition
Voters’ Pamphlet will provide you with information to help you vote your ballot. This includes
explanations of each issue, the impact each would have, and arguments for and against just
like the actual Voters’ Pamphlets mailed statewide.

Please take time to read through this Voters’ Pamphlet to learn about the issues you can
decide on. If you discuss your opinion with other students, remember to be respectful of
their choices. Then fill out your Student Mock Election ballot and return it as instructed to
have your vote counted.

Voting is one of the greatest ways to make a difference in your community. To participate
in real elections, adult Washington citizens must be registered to vote, which can be done
online at VoteWA.gov, by mail, or in person. Voter registrations completed online or mailed
must be received by Oct. 30. After that, they have until 8 p.m. on Nov. 7, Election Day, to
register, vote, and return a ballot in person at a county elections office or voting center.

If you are at least 16 years old, you can sign up as a Future Voter and be automatically
registered to vote when you qualify. Tell your friends that you've signed up by using
#FutureVoter and tag the Office of the Secretary of State!

Thank you for your time and participation in this introduction to the political process. As an
informed voter, you’ll soon be able to make an impact in your community and our state by
voting in every election!

Sincerely,

Steve Hobbs
Secretary of State

@WASecretaryofState
@secstatewa @WashingtonStateElections @ @secstatewa
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How do | know if something is true?

When reviewing online or printed information, think about:

¢ \Who made this, and who is it for?

e Why did they make it?

¢ When was this made?

¢ \What makes it believable?

e How might other people read this message?

¢ Ask the experts — consult a fact-checking site or ask @@@
an official source. Get trusted info from your county @) ) @

auditor or elections office. ﬂ @




How do | register to vote in Washington?

Qualifications How do | register
To vote, you must be to vote?

e Ieas.t.18 years (?Id’ a |Zr Online: Register at VoteWA.gov
U.S. citizen, a resident

of Washington, and Voter By mail: Request a paper form be

mailed to you or print your own at
sos.wa.gov/elections

No internet access? Call 1(800) 448-4881.
@ Lyedlie B er I e el yal In person: Visit a county elections office

not currently serving a
sentence of total confinement in prison.

can sign up. asa Futgre D I (listed at the end of this pamphlet).
be automatically registered to vote

when you qualify.

Registration deadlines Moved? Update your

By mail or online: voting address

ikl feppllGeition v Contact a county elections

be received no later :
ffice to request a ballot at

Oct. | Nov. o

than October 30. your new address.

3 0 7 I [P W S By October 30: Have your

:ocal \;]Otmg BRIE e application received by mail or
X7 U )[R CIT updated online.

November 7.
Or

Check your registration info at VoteWA.gov. By November 7: Visit a local voting
center in person.

What if I’m not 18 yet?

If you are 16 or 17, become a Future Voter!

Sign up online at VoteWA.gov with your Washington state driver’s license,

permit, or ID. Or you can fill out a paper registration form using the last four
Future digits of your Social Security number and mail it in. You’ll be automatically

registered to vote when you qualify. If you will be 18 by the November Election,

VOtel‘ you can vote in the Primary Election.

Every January on Temperance and Good Citizenship Day, high school students
16 and older have the opportunity to complete a voter registration form in class.




How do | vote and return my ballot?

If you’re registered to vote, there is
no need to request a ballot. Your
ballot will be mailed by October 20
to the address you provide on your
voter registration. If you need a
replacement ballot, contact a county
elections office listed at the end of

this pamphlet.

gallot *l—l O

Return your ballot by mail, no
stamp needed. If mailed, your
ballot must be postmarked by
November 7. Don't let a late
postmark disqualify your ballot.
The USPS recommends that you
mail a week before Election Day.

=

~ W0

Ballo

Check the status of your ballot on
VoteWA.gov to see if it has been
received by your county elections

~N

office.
TR @

Election staff will contact you before
your ballot is processed if:

Vote your ballot and sign your
return envelope. We need your
signature to accept your ballot. You
are not required to vote every race
on your ballot. We encourage using
this pamphlet to help you decide.

Or, return your ballot to an

official ballot drop box. Drop
boxes are open until 8 p.m. on

0,

November 7. Find drop box

locations at VoteWA.gov.

wa

Ba\\o’i

Or

e Your signature is missing
* Your signature doesn’t match your
voter registration record

If you cannot
personally return
your ballot, let only
people you trust
deliver it for you.

Drop
Box

View election
results online

After 8 p.m. on election
night, tallied results from
each county are posted at
results.vote.wa.gov.

Results are updated
as counties report and
unofficial until certification.



6 How is my ballot counted?

Your county receives your ballot

=
Deposit your ballot in an official drop box by 8 p.m. on Ba\\o’t N
November 7, Election Day, or return your ballot by mail
— postage paid — but make sure it’s postmarked by Dro
Election Day! Don’t let a late postmark disqualify your Bo)I(D
ballot. The USPS recommends that you mail it back at
least one week before Election Day.

4 N

O ( § % @ Your signature is verified

Your signature is important and we need it to accept your
ballot. The signature on your return envelope is compared
to the signature on your voter registration record. If the
signature matches, your ballot is accepted and you are

e Your signature doesn’t match credited for voting to ensure only one ballot is counted
your voter registration record for you.

- )

Election staff will contact you
before your ballot is processed if:
* Your signature is missing

Envelopes and sleeves are separated Secure

AN

The return envelope is opened and the security envelope
or sleeve containing your ballot is removed. They are
separated to ensure the secrecy of your vote.

x@

Your ballot is reviewed and scanned

The security envelope or sleeve is opened and
— election staff review your ballot to verify that it can be
(;? successfully scanned. Each voting system is certified

\x and tested before every election.

Your ballot is counted O —

After 8 p.m. on Election Day all scanned ballots are tallied.
Ballots will be scanned and tallied over the next several Results
days until all the votes are counted. Every county conducts AN

a post-election audit. BEN ]




Elections glossary

What does this mean?

Certification Day
The date when election results are
finalized by state or county officials.

Logic and Accuracy Test

A test completed before each election
to ensure the accuracy of voting
equipment.

Nonpartisan Office

An elected position in which
candidates do not state a political
party preference and candidates for
the office are not officially associated
with a political group. Office appears
on the ballot as “Nonpartisan.”

Partisan Office

An elected position in which
candidates may state their preferred
political party. A candidate may also
choose “States No Party Preference”.

Their preference is printed on the ballot.

Postmark

A postmark indicates the location
and date the Postal Service accepted
custody of a ballot. Ballots must be
postmarked by Election Day to be
accepted. Placing your ballot in a
mailbox on Election Day does not

guarantee a postmark of the same day.

Post-election Audit

A test completed before the
certification of results to ensure the
security and accuracy of the voting
system. Counties perform a post-
election audit each election.

Term Type

How much of a term a candidate will

be serving for an office. It is split into
regular, unexpired, and short-and-full.

Voter Registration Database
The official list of registered voters
maintained in every state to conduct
safe and secure elections. Our
database in Washington is known as
VoteWA.

Voting Center

A county-run facility where you

can receive voting assistance from
trained elections staff. Some services
include registering or updating voter
information, requesting and returning a
ballot, or finding a disability accessible
voting unit.

Voting System

Ballot counting equipment that must
be tested by an independent testing

authority and certified by the state of
Washington before it can be used.



Activity page

Voting is fun!

Do the two activities below, then fill in the bubble that corresponds to your favorite one.
It’s never too early to learn about voting!

Get the ballot to the drop box!

(There’s more than one solution) |

Ballot | L ‘

==L

o

T — |i_||_

Find the
hidden
items:

VOTERS’ PAMPHLET

Which one is your favorite? Fill in the bubble!

1CO 205



State Capital (1890)

The year is 1890

Washington state voters must decide the location of the newly admitted state’s capital.

Background
On October 1, 1889, voters were asked to decide where the state’s capital should be located.

Olympia received 25,490 votes; North Yakima 14,711; Ellensburgh (as spelled at the time) 12,833;
Centralia 607; Yakima City (now Union Gap) 314; and Pasco 130. The ballot proposition stated that the
winning city must receive a majority vote, however, necessitating a run-off. Washington voters were
slated to choose between the top three finishers in the next General Election on November 4, 1890."

Leading up to the election, cities vying for the distinction went to various lengths to win. From
pledging land and developing infrastructure to advertisements and newspaper tirades, it’s safe to say
that entire communities were invested. Below are some of the features for each “candidate” city.

Candidates
Ellensburgh

Has had electric lighting since December 1888 when the Ellensburg Light and Power Company began
operation; all hotels and several streets are lighted. [A]...land speculation firm called Walters and
Company pledged 40 acres as a site for a state house and public grounds and put money into a planned
streetcar line connecting Ellensburg’s central business district and the Northern Pacific Depot with the
planned Capital area and residential districts.!

Olympia

Served as provisional territorial capital when Washington Territory’s first Territorial Governor, Isaac
Stevens (1818-1862) selected it on November 28, 1853. This designation was confirmed by the territorial
legislature in 1855.2 Spent $4,000 expanding the capitol and hosted a clambake for delegates at the
August 1889 constitutional convention.?

North Yakima

Is offering 50 acres of land overlooking the city and $10,000 to pay for moving the capital infrastructure
from Olympia to North Yakima.! It is the prettiest town in the state. It has more shade trees, a better
system of waterworks and electric lights, the purest water, the finest building site for the capital, the most
beautiful surroundings, is in the richest country, and is the natural railroad center of the state.*

" Ellensburg loses its bid to become state capital on November 4, 1890, by Paula Becker. https://www.historylink.org/File/7549

2 History of Olympia, Washington, by Olympia Historical Society & Bigelow House Museum, captured from Wayback Machine
from deleted City of Olympia website pages. https://olympiahistory.org/history-of-olympia/

8 Race for the Capital, by Legacy Washington. https:/www.sos.wa.gov/legacy/washington-1889/race-for-the-capital.aspx

4 To The Voters Of Washington, The Yakima Herald, Volume 2, Number 40, 30 October 1890.
https://washingtondigitalnewspapers.org/?a=d&d=YAKIHER18901030.1.2&e=------- en-20--1--txt-txIN-------


https://www.historylink.org/File/7549
https://olympiahistory.org/history-of-olympia/
https://www.sos.wa.gov/legacy/washington-1889/race-for-the-capital.aspx
https://washingtondigitalnewspapers.org/?a=d&d=YAKIHER18901030.1.2&e=-------en-20--1--txt-txIN-------
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(1970)

https://bit.ly/WA_VP1970; pg 49-50, (complete text, not included) 57-58.


https://bit.ly/WA_VP1970
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12 Differences between an initiative and referendum measure

1962 Statewide Voters’ Pamphlet
Secretary of State Victor A. Meyers

Initiative measures are
familiar to the voters of the
State of Washington. Some 214
initiatives have been filed and
55 certified to the ballot since
they were first authorized by
the seventh amendment to our
state constitution approved by
the voters in 1912. However,
referendum measures, by
comparison, are somewhat of
a rarity since only 33 referendums have been filed and 26
certified to the ballot during the same period.

Many persons erroneously believe that a referendum
measure is the same as an initiative measure.Actually,
they are quite different. Since there is one initiative
and two referendum measures to be voted upon at the
approaching state general election, it is important that
voters understand the differences. Above all, we want to
eliminate any confusion as to what a “For” and “Against”
vote means on a referendum measure.

To point up the differences between the two kinds of
measures, let’s first spell out what an initiative is:

An initiative measure is a creative and positive action.

The sponsors are convinced that a certain proposal
should become law. Usually the proposal (or a similar
measure) has been previously introduced as a bill for the
legislature to consider favorably but this effort metawith
no success. Then the persons interested organize
themselves as sponsors and resort to the initiative
procedure. The sponsors have to carefully prepare the
proposed law and hope that the voters, acting in place
of the legislature, will think more kindly of their measure.
For this reason, sponsors of an initiative measure are
campaigning for a favorable vote.

By contrast, a referendum measure is a negative
action. The sponsors are a group of persons who are
unhappy about a new law passed by the last session of
the legislature. Usually, they have fought the passage of
the bill in both branches of the legislature but, in spite of
their efforts, the measure passed and was approved into
law by the Governor. Under our referendum procedure,
there still remains one more chance to stop the new law
from becoming effective.

By filing a referendum measure (which is merely a copy
of the objectionable law) and obtaining the necessary
number of valid signatures, the legislation is held in
suspense and submitted to the voters for final decision.
The sponsors of a referendum do not draft a new proposal
(as do sponsors of an initiative measure) since the only
purpose of a referendum is to negate a recently enacted
law. For this reason, sponsors of a referendum measure
are seeking a negative or “AGAINST” vote in order to
bring their efforts to a successful conclusion.

Thus, the culmination of a referendum action is the
placing of a certain act of the last legislature on the ballot
for final decision of the voters. For this reason. a particular
referendum number means a certain chapter of the 1961
laws. State law requires that the referendum reference
will appear upon the ballot, but it would be perhaps more
clear if only the chapter reference were given.

In order to make the “for” and “against” vote on a
referendum measure more understandable, the Attorney
General has authorized the following ballot presentation:

Submitted to the People
By Referendum Measure No. 32
CHAPTER 298, LAWS OF 1961

WASHINGTON STATE MILK MARKETING ACT

Ballot statement appears here

FOR Chapter 298, Laws of 1961.......... []
AGAINST Chapter 298, Laws of 1961.... . .. []

If you believe this new legislation should become law,
you should mark your ballot as “FOR.” However, if you
do not believe the act should become law, you should
vote your ballot as “AGAINST.”

The same principle applies to Referendum Measure
No. 33 which is Chapter 275, Laws of 1961, and would
authorize cities and towns, if they wish, to hire certified
public accountants to examine their financial records
instead of state examiners employed by the State Auditor.
If you believe this new legislation should become law,
mark your ballot as “FOR.” If not, mark your ballot as

“AGAINST.”

https://bit.ly/4666QKg; pg 4. Photo: Susan Parish Photograph Collection, 1889-1990, Washington State Archives.


https://bit.ly/4666QKg

(2004)

https://bit.ly/WA_VP2004; pg 10-12.


https://bit.ly/WA_VP2004
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10 (1964)

https://bit.ly/WA_VP1964; pg 10-11.


https://bit.ly/WA_VP1964
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(2000)

https:/bit.ly/464AEHS; pg 40-41.


https://bit.ly/464AEHf
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