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OLYMPIA...The Washington State Productivity Board along with Secretary of State Sam Reed, chair of the Productivity Board, and State Auditor Brian Sonntag, today recognized 42 state employees for saving $3,295,995 last year in state government spending. 

Through the Productivity Board, a program under the Office of the Secretary of State, state employees put their innovative, money-saving ideas to work to help streamline government. 

Each year the Innovation in State Government Awards ceremony recognizes state employees who submit cost-saving ideas through the Employee Suggestion and Teamwork Incentive Programs. Since it's inception in 1983, state employees have saved the state over $53 million dollars.

"I applaud these frontline employees that go beyond their normal job duties to eliminate waste and save tax payer dollars," remarked Secretary of State Sam Reed. "Stating a quote from one of our forefathers, I believe Benjamin Franklin said it best, 'A penny saved is a dollar earned.'" 

Employees recognized at the Innovation in State Government Awards ceremony include: 

Some award winners include: 

· The Department of Social and Health Services employee, Rodney Nixon, suggested something as simple as purchasing a different, cheaper washcloth, which saved the Western State Hospital $19,170 during the first year. 
· The Department of Labor and Industries employee, Larry Wilkinson, suggested that L&I allow a self insured employer to deduct the Supplemental Benefit Reimbursement from the Supplemental Pension Assessment on its Quarter Report of Self Insured Business. Currently, the Self Insured Employer (SIE) must submit these requests on a departmental form and wait for the reimbursement to be processed and a warrant issued. This is very time consuming for the SIE and the agency. His suggestion saved $23,755 in the first year of implementation. 

· David Hess, a Construction and Maintenance Supervisor at Western State Hospital, suggested re-routing the electrical connection to a boiler and diesel fuel system. This would allow the boiler to continue to run and have back up fuel in the event of a power failure. In the past, the hospital had been without power for as long as 10 hours. 
· Rodger Sesna, a Safety Program Assistant Manager with the Department of Ecology, created a "tire puller" for the Youth Corps litter crew. The device fits easily in a pocket and can be looped around a tire to pull it up or down an embankment. This device eliminates incidents of tires rolling into traffic and keeps the youth crews and Washington State drivers safer. 
· Kenneth Noland, a Lieutenant with the Washington State Patrol, suggested making the radar and laser Speed Measuring Device information available on the internet for the courts, which would eliminate tickets being dismissed because of lost documentation. Because of this suggestion, the agency developed a web page for instant disclosure. 
· Jody Taylor, a Habitat Technician with the Department of Fish & Wildlife, suggested modifying feed trucks so that only one person is needed to perform the winter elk feeding operation. This innovative idea eliminates the need for additional staff, travel time, and hay waste; saving the agency $15,600 in the first year. 
· Barbara Kirland, Dodie Simpson and Theresa Swetland, from the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, researched the cost of going through the state contract and had IKON Office Solutions install an on-site copy center saving the agency $122,820 in the first year of implementation. 

Top saving agencies: 

· The Department of Social and Health services saved the state more than $2,998,033 in 2006 through the Teamwork Incentive program. 

· The Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction received an award for top savings through the Employee Suggestion Program, saving just over $122,000.00. 


Learn more about the Productivity Board at www.secstate.wa.gov/productivityboard
