State employee suggestions cut 2003 spending by $565,000
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Contact: Bobbie Egan (360) 902-4173

OLYMPIA … Secretary of State Sam Reed today recognized public employees today for saving state government more than $565,000 in 2003.

Reed awarded some 34 employees for their role in making government more efficient through the state Productivity Board. 

Each year the Innovation in State Government Awards ceremony recognizes government employees who submit cost-saving ideas through the Washington Productivity Board, a program under the Secretary of State.

Through the Productivity Board, public employees put their money-saving ideas to work to make government more efficient.

“Frontline employees know best how to improve government,” said Secretary of State Sam Reed. “I commend these hard-working state workers who cut waste and enhance customer service.”
Employees recognized at the Innovation in State Government Awards ceremony include: 

Suggestions with the highest savings

· Department of Social and Health Services employee Loren Gomez submitted a suggestion which allowed people over 40 with developmental disabilities to qualify for Social Security and Medicare benefits, saving the state thousands of dollars in payments each year.  
First-year net savings: $50,000

· Secretary of State employee Hans Dettling discovered roughly 35,000 duplicate business application packets were mailed to business owners from both the Department of Licensing and the Secretary of State. The applications are now available online at the Department of Licensing website.
First-year net savings: $47,921

· Department of Social and Health Services employee Clare Buckingham suggested a health care provider manual be made available online saving the state the cost of postage and printing. 
First-year net savings: $34,500


· A suggestion by Department of Licensing (DOL) employee Georgia Blair made processing Driving Under the Influence (DUI) reports more efficient.  Prior to Blair’s suggestion, DOL had to submit written requests to the arresting officer in order to receive a DUI report. The Department of Licensing uses DUI reports to suspend licenses. Prior to Blair’s suggestion, reports would often times reach the DOL late, resulting in dismissed hearings and lifted driver license suspensions. Since Blair’s suggestion, both DUI violations and arrest reports are sent electronically to DOL. Blair’s idea saved the state the cost of paper and postage and helped prevent DUI offenders from driving. 
First-year net savings: $34,289


· Washington State Patrol employee Mike Carlson recommended his department purchase used laptop computers and parts from e-Bay, an Internet shopping network. Carlson’s idea saved the state from costly computer repairs and from ordering expensive new parts. 
First-year net savings: $33,705
Learn more about the Productivity Board at www.secstate.wa.gov/productivityboard

###
