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SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON

DAVID T. MCDONALD, RONALD TARO
SUYEMATSU ET AL., NO. 76321-6

Petitioners, DECLARATION OF MICHAEL
‘ CARMAN IN SUPPORT OF WRIT OF
v. MANDAMUS

SECRETARY OF STATE SAM REED, ET
AL,

Respondents.

Michael Carman declares as follows:

I I am over the age of 18, am competent to be a witness herein, and make this
declaration based on my own personal knowledge.

2. 1 registered to vote when 1 turned 18. I have voted in several elections since
then, and am now 22. |

3. I originally registered to ydte in Jefferson County, but 1 reregistered in
Whitman County in January of 2004, as | attend Washington State University in Pullman.

4. I received my vote-by-rhail 'baliot without incident for the November 2, 2004
election, [ filled out, sealed, signed and mailed the ballot to the Whitman County Auditor on
or about Novernber 2, 2004.

5. I left for Thanksgiving Break on Sunday, November 21, 2004, and returned
on Sunday, November 28, 2004, Attached hereto as exhibit A is a correct copy of a the

Washington State University Academic Calendar from their website. The calendar indicates
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that Washington State University was officially on break from Monday, November 22, 2004
to Friday, November 26, 2004,

6. Upen arriving back at Washington State University, I found a letter from the
Whitman County Auditot’s office postmarked November 22, 2004. I recall the exact date of
the letter, as it was dated the first day of our Thanksgiving Break. The letter indicated my
“provisional ballot™ had not been counted for the November 2, 2004 election because my
signature on the ballot did not match my voter registration card. I thought the letter was
strange, as | had voted by mail, not provisionally.

7. T was surprised to receive such a letter from the Auditor’s office and I was
angry my vote had not been counted. Thus, the next day | had a friend drive me, through a
stowsiorm, to the Whitman County Auditor’s office in Colfax so 1 could speak to the
Auditor in person. Upon arriving at the Auditor’s office I first spoke with an election
worker, then the Auditor herself. | was informed that all three members of the Canvassing
Board had voted to reject my Ballot, at both the original count and the recount. The Auditor
indicated that my ballot was rejected because therc were not "three points” that matched
between the signature on the ballot and the signature on my voter’s registration form.

8. The only reason I can think of why my signature may not have maiched is
thal sometimes 1 weile my stgoalwe more yuickly, uiul\iihg the individual letters less distinct.
However, while at the elections office the Auditor showed me my ballot and the signature
they had for me on record. Though there may have been some differences, the “M” “C” and
“A” clearly matched between the signatures. ‘Thus, [ attempted to argue with the auditor that
1) T was in fact the person who signed the ballot, 2) there were three points of matching
between the two signatures and 3) my ballot should be counted. Additionally, [ attempted to

show the Auditor my Washington State University Student Identification Card, which has
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my printed name, signature, and picture, The Auditor refused to even look at my
identification card, and informed me it was too late—-Whitman County would not count my
ballot,

9, In addition to asking the Auditor to consider my ballot, I inquired as to why I
had not received any notice of a problem with my signature until late November, 1 was
informed the Auditor’s office had placed a notice in the Whitman County Gazette to tell
volers about the Canvassing Board meeting, where challienged ballots were to be discussed.
However, the Whitman County Gazette is not widely available on the Washington State
University Campus; I have seen it only once or twice in the three and a half years [ have
attended the University. 1did not see the notice in the newspaper about the Canvassing
Board meeting, In addition, the Auditor also informed me that she thought the Democratic
and Republican parties were contacting voters; it was not the responsibility of the Auditor.

10.  1do not know why Whitman County refused to count my ballot, particularly
as | went in person to prove I was the person who signed the ballot. l'iad.Whitman County
given me notice prior to the certification of election results, T would have done everything
possible to remedy any problems with my ballot. Further, I believe that my ballot should
have already been counted, as I looked at the ballot and signature on record myself and
believe three points match, I want my vote counted in this year's election, and feel that
Whitman County was wrong to reject it.

11.  Tam the person who signed the oath on the vote-by-mail ballot.
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I declare subject to penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that
the foregoing is true and correct.

SIGNED and DATED at E w ({M e, Washington, this I_Zth day of December,
2004 by MICHAEL CARMAN.

Uataet £ COon_

Michael Carman
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