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SUPERIOR COURT OF WASHINGTON FOR PIERCE COUNTY

WASHINGTON STATE REPUBLICAN PARTY, an unincorporated association; and CHRISTOPHER VANCE, a citizen of Washington State, and JANE MILHANS, a citizen of Pierce County.

Plaintiffs,



vs.

KING COUNTY DIVISION OF RECORDS, ELECTIONS AND LICENSING SERVICES; and KING COUNTY CANVASSING BOARD.

Defendants.

)

)
)
)

)

)

)

)

)
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No. 

DECLARATION OF DEAN LOGAN

{{Macro}}
I, Dean Logan, declare as follows:


1.
I am the Director of the King County Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division (“Elections Division”).  I am over eighteen years old and competent to testify.  I have personal knowledge of the facts stated below.


2.
Under the King County Charter, my position is equivalent to the position of County Auditor for purposes of administering elections.  In this capacity, I am the ex officio supervisor of all primaries and elections, general or special, held in King County.  I have held this position since August 2003.  Prior to that time I was the State Elections Director for the Office of the Secretary of State and held that position for two years.  I have worked in election administration in Washington for the last fifteen years.


3.
I have reviewed the pleadings submitted by plaintiffs in this lawsuit.


4.
On Wednesday, December 15, 2004, pursuant to RCW 29A.60.210, the King County Canvassing Board, by majority vote, directed me and my elections staff to recanvass 573 ballots that were coded by elections staff as “no signature on file.”  The King County Canvassing Board did not vote on whether the ballots should be counted, only that they should be recanvassed.  I expect that the Canvassing Board will vote on whether or not any of the “no signature on file” ballots should be counted pursuant to RCW 29A.60.210 at its meeting on Monday, December 20.


5.
After hard copies or electronic copies of the voters’ registration signatures are collected for the “no signature on file” ballots, there are a few steps involved in recanvassing the ballots.  Pursuant to RCW 29A.40.110(3), the two signatures must be compared to determine if the signature on the absentee ballot is the “same as” the voter’s signature in the registration files.  If the signatures are not the same, pursuant to state law the ballot should be rejected and not counted.  Elections staff will also be directed to check the database to ensure that the voter did not vote another ballot, either at the polls or by absentee.  If he/she did, pursuant to state law, the absentee ballot should be rejected and not counted.  The ballot will then be removed from the return envelope and the security envelope and placed in the group of “no signature on file” ballots that may later be counted if so directed by the Canvassing Board.


6.
I am aware that similar to the action taken by the King County Canvassing Board, other county canvassing boards around the state have made the discretionary decision to recanvass ballots pursuant to RCW 29A.60.210.  For instance, during the machine recount that was just conducted for the governor’s race, it is my understanding that the Snohomish County Canvassing Board made the decision to recanvass a certain number of ballots that were inadvertently not counted in the original canvass of the election, but found during or prior to the machine recount.  

7.
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of Washington that the foregoing in true and correct and of my own knowledge, and that I executed this declaration at Seattle in the County of King, this 

 day of December, 2004.







DEAN LOGAN
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