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{  REJECT INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM.

DOPTION of initiative sad, referendum in the Ftate of
Washington would be an act of unspeakahle folly en
the part of the people. Any citisén whe thinks other-

wise, would de well to examina |nto the provisiona of House
Bill No. 158, which provides:

“The legislative autherity of the Biste of Waghington
shall ba vested in the Legisiature * * ¢ buil the peopie
reserve to themselves the power to prepose bills or laws, and
to enact or reject the same at the palls, indepandent™of the
Legislature, and also ressrve power, at their owm option. to
spprove or reject at the pells any sct, ltam, section or part
of any bill, act or law passed by the Leginiature.™ 3

The proposed amendment makes it sasy fof the man or
sel of men who would dabble in law-méking Independently
of the Legialature It providea:

*Ten per cenlum., but In no chse more than B0.000, of the
legal voters, shiall be required to propose any meadure by
such petitjonn. * * *

“S&uch Initlative measures shall Lake precedence over all!
other measures In the Legislature sxcept appropriation bills |
and shail be either emacted or réjected without change or
amendment ¢ * * ‘

“1f any such initlative fmeasure shall he enacted by the |
Leagislature it sha)l be subject to the referendum petition,
or It may be enacted and referrsd by the Leglsluture to 111.4
psople for l’pl"ﬂ"l] or rejection et the Dext regular elec-|
tiom. * ¢

“Tha referendum * * * may be ordersd om any act,
bill, law, or any part thertof passsd by the Legisiature, u-!
capt such laws as may bs necessary for the lmmesdiate pres-
ervetion of the public psace, hsalth or safely. & =

“Bix per centgm, but Im no case moes than 19,000, of the
lagal volers shall be required to sign and make a valid ref-
erenduin petition, * = = : |

“The veto power of the Governor shall net extend to
measures |nltiated Ly or referred to the people * ¢ = .

""Any measure * * ¢ shall becomie the law If It J» ap-
proved by a majority of the volas cast thereom, provided
that the vote ®* * * shall equal one-third of total votes
cast al sald slectiom™ 1

If thers bs net encugh polsatial mischiaf outlmed In the:
parts of the law fust guoted, a oareful reading of the entire’
amendmeni” will rgyesl olher #ouross of anneyance and dia- |

matar.
The present situatton i1z bad enough, when the Legisla-

turs mests every two yoars, and LUrns the |aws of the Htiufe

topay-turvy. |
But here Is a plam for practicaliy cantinuous perform- |

ance in law-making and law-tinkering

Tha worat phase ia the power vealed 14 the manariiy lti
is a monsirows thing to sugxent (hat |a poar vent «of the |
vyoters can Tnidste™ legiwlation. It in equally mnnntmuil
that ¢ per cent of the volers can “refer an meanure, (hersby '
torcing thy peopls 1o go to the polls after the legislators have
considered and acted upon any givem subject.

It_te practically unthirkable th&f so mean and obecure a|
minority and a “majority” of “one-third of total votes cast '
on any such measurs shall ratise it 1o pravall

“One-third of total votes” o 31 1.1 per cent of a1
total: & majerily of such 331 1.1 per crent '8 A beggariy
per cent of “total veles vant

Mow, ssaumipng that only & amall Trasrtlon of 1he peape
rote It can emsily be sfen how am acHve and peralstent
minority could hesp the entire Btate In turmotl all 1he {im.

Toin dovm the “mitiative and referendum Their aduoy.
e would gprean ealamily for ihe sotire Bilata




