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Third in the American Guide series of state volumes

to come off the press, "Vermont: A Guide to the Green Mountain

State", is now available to the feneral public, acccrding to

wcrd just received by James W. Egan, State Director of the

Federal Writers' Project, WPA.

Like all books published in the American Guide series,

Vermont is a result of the cooperative effort of writers seeking

rehabilitation under the Works Progress Administration. The

volume consists of nearly 400 pages and outlines 27 tours in

the rugged little New Encland state. Scores of attractive

illustrations are not the least feature of the work. It was

sponsored by the Vermont State Planning Board.

Ar, unusual contribution is the chapter on Contemp~rary

Vermont, written by iirs. Dorothy Canfield Fisher, outstanding

literary figure of the Green Mountain State. Although not a

member of tte ?ederal Writers' rroject, Mrs. Fisher took an

active interest in the preparation of the Vermont volume

through all its stages. It retails at $2.50 per volume and

copies may be obtained from the pUblishers, Houghton t'ifflin

Company, Boston, Massachusetts.
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Uncle Sam's fighting men, stationed at the Army barracks at

Vancouver, Wash., will have special cause for celebration next Fourtn of

July, for the day before is expected to see completion of ;~A repairing

and general improvement ~ork scheduled to start November 4, with the aid

of $37,631 in WPA funds and labor, it was announced today at the office

of Don G. Abel, state Works Progress Administrator.

A WPA crew will be busy for eight months replacing foundations,

roofs, chimneys, porches, gutters and downspcuts, painting, calcimininr,

plastering and performing incidental work in all parts of the fort, says

Abel's office.

Sufficient funds, including an additional $16,724.10, prOVided

through the Commanding Officer as sponsor representing the Army, assures

completion of the project, it was learned. Besides providin~ needed employ-

ment for certified WPA workers in this part of tne state, it is pointed out

that the project will meet a long felt problem of thorough reconditioning

at the living quarters of enlisted men at the barracks •

--ooOco--

Seattle, Washington. October 26, 1937

BE



•

•

!i:'.:LDIATE RELEASE PH-303,

,
\ ,

-
WORKS PilOGRESS ADwIKISTRATION

200 Alaska Building
Seattle, Washington

City officials ~f the town of ~onroe, were today

•

•

advised that the Town Hall and the Library were due for remodeling

to the extent of $2,400, it was learned from the office of Don G.

Abel, State Administrator of the Works Progress Administration,

through whose approval the city fathers were granted $1,822 of federal

funds for this work. The city of Monroe is supplyinr, an additional

$578,

The project is slated to begin on November 11 and

will supply work for 15 men, taken from WFA rolls, for about two

months. The improvements. will bring the public library and city

haLl up to date by modernizing, painting and making such alterations

as may seem necessary.
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Reading to the blind, shut-ins and patients in the local hospitals

will get under way in Co~litz County October 28, it was disclosed by Don G.

Abel, Works Progress .State Administrator, today.

The Readers' Project has been vary successful ln the larger citi~s

and although this is the first time it is to operate in cne of the smaller

communities, the announcement of the ~ork has met with enthusiasm by those

who will be served.

Under the allotment three women, chosen for their educational

background, diction. personalit7 and general sympathetic manner, will carry

on this samaritan work. The program will be correlated with the Social

Security plan and the persons tc be served are to be select~d by the Public

Welfare Agencies. The librarian in each city ~here the project operates will

selnct the reading material and plan the work. A Federal Fund of $4,968 has

been alloted for salaries of the readers for the eight month's period.

Similar projects under WPA supervision qill be in opf.ratior.

throughout the state and the office of Administrator Abel hos received

hundreds of letters expressing appreciation of the work.

A careful check of similar projects disclosed that the Bible was

the most frequently requested book.
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Promise of additional markets for the berry and cherry growers of Washington is

seen in experiments being carried on at the University of Washington. The manufacture

of wine is the basis of these investigations. Addition impetus was given to this

study of bacter~ogy of yeasts when ~ third WPA allotment of federal funds recently

made it possible to again take up the experiments which nore begun in 1935, Don G.

Abel, State Works Progress Administrator announced.

Three groups have contributed to the continuation of these experiments. The

university through the deportment of Bacteriology supplies space for the labor~tory

end equipment. The salaries of three certified chemists, taken from unemployment rollr

is cared for by WPA funds. Tho necessary berries nod fruit are donRted by co-operatinc

fruit growers associations and interestod industries. Doctor B. S. Henry, assistant

Professor of BActeriology ~t the University, suprrvis:s the project in pddition to

his regulRr class duties.

"'ihe entire industrial and fruit nod berry raising picture of western Washington

should change for the better," snid Dr. Henry, "l:arkets for the bulk of fruit rmd berr;

crops, the second grade products, have always been scnrcc and in mnny CAses non-existel

Insufficient returns for this part of the crop has al~ays bFen a problem confronting

the grow0rs. It was to correct this unbalanced ccndition these experiments Wer0 under-

taker..

~o additionAl carkets mAy Appear ps the result of experimer.ts now being carried

on nt tho University of Washington ~ith the 8id of WPA chemists. These ~re the ~incry

markets IUld t!lC outlet provided b:l the oanufacture of pectin froLl loc"l products.

After experinenting with approxioately 175 strains of yeast extractions, some

significant facts have been noted. Twelve of these str~ins shoncd p nine yeast

alchclic content of better than 19 per cent. The ~ine could be brought up to 20 per

cent nlcholic content without fortification of pure grain alcohol,something that to

date has been iopossible.
BH
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Farners having five or nore acres of cherri~s could receive ~n inco~o in the

neighborhood of $5,000 a yenr, according to estiortes worked out by WPA cfficirls.

Washington rAised loganberries, ~hich cocoanded no OArket several years ago. tod~~' are

in grent deoand as a result of the loganberry ~ine industry.

Coopared to the probable results the expense of conducting these expericcnts

has been rel?tively lo~. A total of $13,050 bRs been expended by the University of

Washington and the WPA, accordinG to a stateoent recently rele~sed by Don G. Abel,

St?te Adoinistr?tor. This last allotoent of $4,176 will cover the cost of che:Jicels,

yc~st food and p~y the salaries of the three certified cheoists supplied by the "FA.

"Scarcely a day passes thnt does not bring inquiries froo C~lifornin, the east

or SODe other section of the country," said Dr. Soith in conclusior.. "Berry grc~ers

associations of Oregon have recently becooe greptly interested in the probAble results

of our experioents as their probleos are sioilinr to ours." There is little renson

to doubt the Pacific North~est pill beco~e one of the grcptest wine-producing Areps

of tl1e COU.."l try.lI
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Farm-to-Market roads, parks and playfields in Pierce and Clark counties

will benefit by Works Progress A~inistration grants amounting to $51,936,

according to word released today from the office of Don G. Abel, State Administrator.

Improvement of Leverich Park in the City of Vancouver, slated to begin

December 4, with $42,262 made available from WPA funds, calls for the construction

of a grandstand, ticket booth, dressing rooms, showers, comfort stations and a

tennis court. Also the installation of a drainage and lighting system. Con-

siderable work ~ill be put on the grounds, including grading and reseeding.

Rehabilitation of the athletic field and school grounds at rrashougal is also

expected to begin on December 4. The work ~ill consist of gradin~ the field,

building a tennis court, cinder track, bleachers and sidewalks. The cost will be

$4,264.75 of ~hich the rlPA will put up $2,147 •

• ork is expected to start November 11 to provide proper drainage for Tan_ax

and Kroger faro-to-market roads in Pierce County at an expenditure of $6,000 of

which the TIPA supplies all but $40. The work consists of removing slides, surfacing,

grading and repairing.

Improvement of the Eatonville cut-off is now under way with the ditches being

deepened and widened to provide proper drainage and the road graded and re-surfaced,

which was provided for by a dPA grant of $1,667. Labor for these project is taken

from dPA rolls.
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Another chapter in the history of the pioneer North~est is nearing completion

at the University of riashington through co-oper~tion of the University Library and

the dorks Progress Administration.

To the long list of facts and incidents of exploration and settlement of the

Northwest as recorded by the British and Americens now is added the Russian and the

French experiences in their English version.

According to the knowledge of the University Library staff, this Darks the

first time these writings have been available to the English reader. This much-

needed work gives the history student restricted to English the writings of the

first rto~an Catholic priests and the early Russian traders and settlers of Alaska.

The original writings are from the pens of such colorful persons as J.B.Z.

Bolduc and Rev. F. X. Blanchet, two of the earliest French priests; Eugene Duflot

de ihofras and st. Anant, explorers of the Oregon Territory and the California

coastline; the Russian contributions are mainly ships logs, diaries, letters and

do~ents of a similar nature.

Another phase of the 110rk covered by this project has been the classification

and filing of hundreds of documents given to the university by individuals, clubs,

business concerns and other organizations interested in preservinF the original

sources of .ashington history.

Logging company records, trading company reports, scrap books yellol1ed with

age, letters, diaries and similar iteDs that shed light on the early picture have

been properly classified.
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The University of Washington has joined with the U. S. Army Engineers
Office, the Works Progress Administration and local county commissioners in
combating flood conditions throughout the state.

The HYdraulics Laboratory of the University will undertake a ser1es of
studies made possible by a W.P.A. all~tment of $8,784 to determine the influence
of river channeling, problems of silting and erosion in streams, and tidal and
current movements in harbors and streams. Models reproducing existing conditions,
will be used as the basis of the experiments.

Workers supplied by the W.P.A. will be used only to assist in the
construction and operation of the models, according to Don G. Abel, WPA State
Administrator. The data for the design, as well as the design will be furnished
by other agencies qualified to undertake such work.

Of the $3,000,000 federal funds allotted for flood ?rotection measures
in the Western Washington U.S. Flood Control District during the 1937-38 fiscal
year, $2,100,000 has been expended, leaVing approximately $900,000 available for
the remaining period, according to data released by the U. S. Army Engineers
Office.

During the more than two years operation of flood control projects in
this district, 15 projects have been completed and 8 are now in operation. In
King County, Skykomish, Cedar, Green and the Lower Carbon river projects have been
completed; Puyallup and Carbon river projects in Pierce County; Skykomish River
operations in Snohomish County; Des Chutes, Yelm, the Upper Chehalis and
Skookumchuck river projects in Thurston County; ~inault River in Grays Harbor
County; Skokomish, Coffee and Goldsborough Rivers in Mason County; Jimmy-Come­
Lately River project in Clallam County.

More than 630 river workers, supplied by the WPA, are employed on
flood prevention programs operating on the Nooksack River in Whatcom County,
Skagit River in Skagit County, Stillaguamish and Pilchuck Rivers in Snohomish
County, Chehalis River in Grays Harbor County, Docewallips River in Jefferson
County and Snoqualmie River in King County.
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Everett's domestic water storage reservoir improvement project

on the Sultan River watershed was assured today with the announcement from

WPA State Administrator Don G. Abel of approval of the City's application for

federal aid.

In creating this new project, with operations expected to get

under way ~ovember 1, the WPA granted an allotment of $92,448 to meet the

$25,745.05 pledged by the cit? of Everett for preparinF the ground surface

so as to increase the water storage and to build a driveway around the reservoir.

Present operations on the water system is expected to be finished by March

)1, 1938, with final completion slated for September 1, 1938. More than 180

men are expected to be employ0d under this most recent project.

Additional water made available by the expe~ted improvements it is

thought will raise the efficiency of the Everett Fire Departcent and accordingly

tend to lower insurance rates in the cit~. Numerous urban districts in the

neighborhoo~ of the city will also be benefited.

Upon completion of the project it is asserted that Everett will have

a water system supplying its 50,OOC residents that will be second to none.
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Farmers of two northwest Washington Counties will benefit

by two Works Progress Administration projects scheduled t~ eet under way

November 12. One designed to boost land values by drainage and the other

to provide better farm to market roads.

In Snohomish County, farm land conditions will be improved by a

drainace system affecting seven sections of land between the cities of

Snohomish and Monroe. Cooperating with the State of Was~ington, sponsoring

the project, WPA will invest $14,989, according to an announcement from WPA

Administrator Don G. Abel.

Clearing, deepening and Widening existing ditcnes and constructinF

a new ditch will tend to remove the danger of floods and simultaneously

help prevent erosion. Although this work is spnnsored by tne state, no

additional taxes or assessments will be levied. Similarly private property

rights will not be violated as easements have been obtained from the

owners of property adjacent to the project.

The road improvement project in Wnatcom County calls for an invest-

ment of $9,955 by the WPA, $,,963 by the #hatcom County Commissioners and nill

put the roads in the vicinity of Ferndale in the best of conditioL. FifteeL

WPA workers are slated to start clearing, Frubbing, grading and surfacin~

the road the day following Armistice Day anQ will complete the pork in

about two months.
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Vancouver, Washington will have its $129.5B4 street

improvement project after all I It was announced today by

•

•

•

Don G. Abel, State WPA Administrator. following the appropria-

tion of SlB,601 by the Van~ouver city council for the drawing

of engineers plans and miscellaneous expenditures.

The WPA allotment had been held in abeyance due to

the lack of these plans and drawings and loss of the federal

funds was only averted by last minute emergency legislation 0f

the council bony.

The largest street improvement project in the history

of the city, its cost to the taxpayers will be negligible as

far as a new tax levy is concerned. The city budget will not

bear the brunt of the allotment as funds from the gasoline tax

receiveu from the state will be set aside for this purpose.

Approximately 170 men. taken from WPA rolls will begin

work about November 4. The project will take more than eight

months to complete.

--00000--

Seattle. Washington, November 2, 1937

BE



•
IMhEDLlTE RELEASE

WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
200 Alaska Building
Seattle, Washington

1'3-312

•

•

•

•

Don G. Abel. State Works Progress Administrator, today released

the results of a statewide survey of the ages of 28,106 persons employed on

WPA projects, and those eligible for WPA employment. The findings based on

records of November 1, show that more than half or 54 per cent of the

men and women employed on WPA projects are between the ages of 18 and 45

and the balance of 46 per cent being between the ages of 46 and 65 years of

age. These figures are exclusive of the National Youth Administration which

employes some 1,632 men and women between the ages of 18 and 25, and other

federal agencies.

"It is of interest to note" Abel stated. "That the disparity between

the proportions of men and women from relief rolls is higher in the group

of workers from 18 to 45 years of age. Als., among the group of younger workers

the total of women employed is 11.5 per cent, while among the 46 to 65 group

the percentage of women workers is 14.4 per cent. Of the total number of WPA

workers 87.2 per cent are men. Differences in the age distributions of men

and women workers may be observed in the proportion of each in the various

age groups."

"Age is a factor that has come to demand recognition in connection

with the employability of workers. This has made age information necessary

to the consideration of such basic social problems as dependency, unemployment

and re-employment opportunities for unemployed workers. In order to provide

some information of this kind, this tabulation has been made," Abel added.

Persons employed on WPA projects at security wage rates are assigned

according to their ability and experience on anyone of the four different

wage classes according to which the monthly wage rates vary, the unskilled, inter-

mediate, skilled and professional and technical.
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Ignorance of Tacoma's laws will be less excusable after a group

of WPA "white collar" workers begin a much needed card indexing of

city ordinances for easy reference this week.

About two months will be required to complete the project, accord-

ing to Don G. Abel, state W~rks Progress Administrator in announcing

a WPA allotment of $2,217 for the work. The city of Tacoma, as sponsor,

has provided $315 to assure completion of the project.

Professional, educational and clerical persons with WPA status

have been given needed employment arranging and segregating the ordinances

into proper classification groups and typing them on index cards and

permanent sheets for binding. Lack of personnel on the city's payroll

has preventpd this type of work, made possible only through a TIPA

investment, says Tacoma officials, and no regularly employee is being

displaced because of this project.
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Twenty-five men from the WPA r~lls will begin work Monday, November 8,

on the final stages of the grading and landscaping at the D., S.,Bureau of

Fisheries laboratory" 2725 Montlake Boulevard" near the Seattle,'Yaoht Club,

it was learned yesterday with the announcement by Don G.' Abel. state Works

Progress Administrator that $4,810 in WPA funds have been all~tted for the

project.

About five acres will be improved. with speoial attention to

oompletion of the area formerly a logging oanal.' The schedule, Able says,

calls for excavating, the filling in of a pond and ravine, grading and seeding

grounds, planting shrubs and other landscaping activities.

The property is Federally owned and the project is sponsored by the

Bureau of Fisheries which is providing $505 for materials.

Over 100 WPA construction projects of this or similar nature are now

in progress in King County, according to C.' T.·Wende"WFA ,zone engineer.

Approximately 4,300 men from WPA rolls are emrloyed on the work, 50 per cent

of which are in the unskilled labor classification," More thee. 300 WFA

workers will be busy all winter on the arboretum at Washington Park, Wende

stated. At present the crew is completing the green house. ,and constructing

the water system and lighting system., The Madison Street entrance Lsdge to

the arboretum is expected to be completed by the first of the year, and the

other Lodge by early spring.
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A city-wide WPA street construction and paving project 1s

scheduled to get under wsy at Enumclaw, Monday, November g, with the aid

of $12.160 in WPA funds and labor from the relief rolls, Don G. Abel, stat~

Works Progress Administrator announced yesterday.

Meeting the WPA allotment for the needed improvement, the City

of Enumclaw is providing $15,ij4o, for materials and equipment for the

project, which calls for the building of streets and alleys by excavating,

Faving, placing curbs, constructing catch basins, layine pipe drains.and

performing incidental work. About 25 men will begin operations with

increasing enrollment as the work progresses.

Improving streets and roads, it was learned from Washington,

D. C" has been one of the chief activities of the WPA, Construction

workers from relief rolls of the United States have bUilt, repaired,

renovated, extended, or modernized enough farm-to-market roads to reach

five times around the earth, as well as 21,000 bridges.
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More than $18,000 will be invested by the Works Progress Adminis-

tration in Olympic Peninsula irrigation and water supply systems under two

federal projects according to an announcement by Don G. Abel, WPA State

Admini strator.

Construction of a domestio water supply system for the Joyce Consoli-

dated Sohool District #313, Clallam County, will get under way November 12, with

a crew of 38 men. Clearing and grubbing operations, installing of pipe, work on

the intake dam, settling tanks and necessary roads is thought will be well under

way by the first of the year with prospects of completion on February la, 1938.

A total of $7.997 will be invested with the wPA, furnishing ~5,930 and

the remainder supplied by the Clallam County Commissioners. Private property

owners in the district need not fear additional taxes or assessments, Abel ex-

plained. as proppr easements have been obtained for all work on private property.

Ne"er Sequim, the Agnew Irrigation District ditch will be improvec by thp

removal of the old flume and the building of a new canal that will carry a larger

supply of water. This will make possible the addition of more irrigated a~reabe

to the district as well as give the farmers nmv receiving water a greater volume

at their disposal.

The Agnew Irrigation District is a political subdivision of the state

and thus in line for WPA aid. The $8.380 allotted for this work will b~ used to

defray labor costs only as the ~l,870 pledged by the irrigation district will be

used to cover the cost of all easements and the materials going into thp construc-

tion of the systpm. This projpct employing 56 men is scheduled to be under way

by November 12.
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Ten more ~natcom County, F~to-market roads will be improved as the

result of a Works Progress Administration allotment of $25,667 it was announced

today by Don G. Abel, WPA State Administrator. Forty-seven men are slated to

report for work November 12, to begin the initial phases of the work.

In addition to routine road improvements, all bridges showing any

weakness and which might be or shortly become unsafe will be replaced. This new

project is sponsored by the County Commissioners who recently voted $7,804.36, to

cover the expense of purchasing materials to complete the job.

In Snohomish County, starting at U.S. Highway 99 and Casino Corner,

four miles south of Everett, a county-sponsored road project is being undertaken

to proteot the recently completed oil-mat surfacing of the old Beverly Park-

l~kilteo tighway.

Extending west three miles to Nelson Hill and Fleming Way, approxi-

mately 13,000 lineal feet of bank sloping and road side ditching will be neoessary

before the heavy winter rains set in, \¥FA engineers report.

Replacement and repair work on the lfukilteo water district pipe lines,

now being cc~pleted alone the greater portion of this road, has made these

precautionary mbosures necessary because of the increasingly heavy traffio using

tr.is road.
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Final approval of two improvement projects for the City of Yakima

was announoed today by Don G. Abel, Works Progress Administrator.

Construction of a new unit to the municipal water system is guaranteed

by a total allotment of $1.4,498, of which the \,/PA will supply $7,342 and the

city ~7,l56. Of this amount the federal grant will be used to pay the wages of

the fifty ••PA workers to be employed and the city's portion used to purchase

valves, pipe and other materials needed to complete the extension. Initial

operations are expected to begin November 29.

The other project, slated to be under way December 13, will consist

of revamping the landscaping in Washing;ton Park, building of cinder paths,

improvement of old ones and a general relignment of the natural setting.

Eighteen men will be allotted to the project. While this project will cost the

City of Yakima only $288, the WPA will invest ~i3,351, Abel stated.
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The Washington State National Guard, Aviation Division

quarterec at Spokane will have their aero-photographio negatives en! prints

classified by workers supplied by the Works Progress Administration.

The 41st Aviation Division's application received official approval

last week according to Don G. Abel, NPA State Administrator.

A grant of $1,020 will allow the employment of 2 persons

for this work. In addition to the general cataloging of the photo-

graphic material, all incidental records will be re-indexed end filed.

Another project, somewhat similar in nature, to operate in

the SFokene City Hall,and simultaneousJ;y approved, said Abel. Preparing,

cataloging and filing of exhibits and other tabulations of records

will feature this project. The wages of five persons employed, taken

from Spokane County relief rolls, will be covered by $3,690, supplied

by the NPA and the necessary materials and equipment will be paid for

by ~2.155 pledged by the Spokane City Council.
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Three projeots involving ~59,792 of N~A funds are slated to begin

operations in King County Deoember 6, it was announced today by Don G. Abel,

State Works Progress Administrator. Farmers in the southeast section of the

county will be benefited by road improvements covered by one project, while the

school children of the Taylor and Maple Leaf grade schools are assured of

additional schoolroom and playground facilities by the other ~NO.

More than 165 persons, taken from relief rolls, will be put to work

on the roads in the vicinity of Enumclaw, their wages paid by a WPA grant of

$41,551. Clearing of brush from blind corners, building ditches, laying culverts,

erecting guard rails and work of a similar nature will be done on a score of farm-

to-market roads.

VWben applying for a WPA allotment to make the necessary repairs to the

Taylor Grade School, the school board specified the needed work to be done as:

building a lunchroom, vrork room, tool room and fire door, laying a nevi floor,

painting the interior and the installation of electrical fixtures. Fifteen men

vnll be employed for tvlO months on this work being paid from the $2,261 made

available by the ViPA,

Preparations for the OpeLing of the third project, improvement of the

recreational facilities at the Maple Leaf Grade School, is now under way, Abel

said. Approximately 53 laborers and carpenters will be employed with their wages

expected to amount to a total of $15,980, Equipment necessary to do the clearing,

grubbin~ installing a drain pipe, buildin~ a backstop for the ball diamond and

doing other work will be met by both the ~PA and the school district•

....00000--

Seattle, Washington, November 9, 1937
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Pierce nnd Thurston Counties nill benefit by Uorks Progress

Adninistration Rllotnents totaling $14.523. it nes announced today by

Don G. Abel. state director.

In Thurston County a "Farn to Mp.rket" good ronds project is

underuny for the i~roveDent of Morris and Price roads at a scheduled

investocnt of $19.583 of ~hich an ellotncnt of $12.632 is provided froD

;TPA funds. Thc Thurston County CODnissioners, sponsoring the project

provide the balance of $6,931.

In line ~ith the Governnent policy of inproving the conditions

of school buildings ~nd grounds, ;;PA workers arc expected to start

Nove~bcr 24, clearing. grRding and gr~vcling the grounds nnd building

side""lks ,·t the Eatonville School. Piercc County. The iTPA pllotncnt

anounts to $1.891, to which w~s ndded $381. provided by the school board.

Don G. Abcl. statc director stated.

-00000--

Seattle. ;Inshington. Novenber 10. 1937
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To enlArge the Land Survey project now operating in King County

wi th a personnel taken from iIl'A rolls, Don G. Abel, state director of the ircrks

Progress Adoinistration today announced the allotment of $64,305 more to be

available for this work. To date the ~A has invested $17,000.

The project provides employment for ~1PA "white collar" workers in

conducting an engineering land survey under the direction of the County

Engineer. The survey will coordinr!te all section corllers, quarter and sixteenth

corners throughout the county under the trianculation control standards of

accuracy laid down by the United States Coast and Geodetic SUrvey. Permanent

markers will be installed at all these corners. Engineering Rnd technical

advice is ~ivcn by the U.S.C. & G.S. through officers assigned to aid the survey.

Results will serve as a bnsis for future surveys pnd will alsc make

possible the correction b:' abstract of any errors th~t cay exist in the lecal

descriptions of lend segregations.

General ~illiAn T. Sherwan, of civil war fR~e, is credited with

running the first survey of King County in the middle 1850's, and the method

he is said to have used was the one Dest prevalent at thnt tine. It consisted

in countine the revolutions [lade by the wheel of a waF-on by means of a cloth

tied to a spoke.

Although this primitive oethod was used it was fairly accurate

according to the engineers in char~e of t:w Vorks Pro,res" Adoinistration Lend

Survey.proJect.

-00000-
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Observance of National Education Week brings to the attention~f
.' -,'.../--Washington residents the huge IVPA assistance for the improvement or educetional

facilities and instruction and represents an investment of more than $3,000,000

Don G. Abel, state Works Progress Administrator announced today.

This great contribution t~ the advancement of education since the inception

of the WPA two years and four months ago is in addition to the large expenditures by

the Federal Emergency Relief ~cts for the Public Forums and the student aid and

vocational ~ivisions of the National Youth Administration, Abel statea.

Total figures, available up to October I, do not include the contributions

made through hundreds of going projects since then, Abel points out. Total teaching

payrolls to October I, since the beginning of rr.PA approach the million dollar mark

being $979,711, while construction and repair of buildings and grounds have

prOVided payrolls, largely for unskilled labor, totaling $1,465,370, WPA has

provided $418.917 for construction materials and supplies, $22,864 for rentals and

service of construction equipment, $2,466 for rentals and service incidental to

instruction and $13,772 for materials p~d supplies needed in carrying on classes.

Added to the WPA total ot $2,903,100 are the allotments for bot lunehos

tor nnedT·echool children, averaging more than $10,000 monthly. Sponsors, inclUding

school boards, cities, towns and the ~tate have prOVided $393,284 to augment tr.PA

construction and improvement funds. More than 150 schools have been repaired and

the grounds 1nproved and landscaped, and five brand new schools in the state were

erected entirely by WPA with a small percentage of sponsored funds. These are at

Pomeroy, Kirkland, Ewan, Belfair and Glenrose.

tr.PA educational activities and contributions include repairing books and

papers, rebUilding and refinishing school furniture, and instruction in Literacy

and Naturalization, Workers Education, Parent Education, Vocational Education, Corres-

pondence instruction, General Adult Education and Nursery Schools.
-00000--
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Federal approval of Tacocals city-wide Ul'A sewer icproveucnt

project providin? ecploynent for Dore than 560 ~en, was announced today

by Don G. Abel, state \T<PA director.

The WPA allotoent acounts to $95.776 to which the city of

Tacoce will add $13,208. Further allotcents inv~lvin? a total of

$172,122. to which the city of Tacooe is addin? $18,966 and which will

enploy oore thAn 9CO ndditionRl workers tRken froe relief rolls is

awnitin~ Federal approvp.l which is expected Docentarily, Abel stp.ted.

The district in which the approved projects will begin as

soon as conditions will peroit nre Garfield perk trunk sewer, ERst "D"

Street sewer, Alder Street set?er, S"uth 18th Street and "G" :>treet

sewer.

The expected grantin~ of the further allotcents will oean a

total UPA investcent for Tacocels sewers of $267,898 and eoploynent for

a total of 1,489 oen taken freD PFA rolls.

-O~O(\O-
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hpproxi~~tely 400 ncres of rich inro Innds near upson. in

Clell'n county ..ill be rcclpbed by drcinage when "JPA workers cooplete

lnstp~latlon of pood pipe about t~e first of noxt April, accordln~ to

ar..nounceoent Jresterde.y froD the office of Don G. kobel, stfite :lorks Progress

A.dninistr.!"l.tor.

The project, IThich will benefit ~bout 3.000 pereons of the co~cunity

nnd is ~bout t~rce p~r cent coepleted ~ill ngain be put under way with a

ne~ ;~A allotuent. NovcobGr 28. 71th n ercr. of 40 Den. The project is

carried on under t~e sponsorship of the Chelan county cownissloners.

Startir.g the s~e day i~ SpoY~ne county ~ ;~A crew 7ill put

tt~ough 0 progr~~ of ~renchin~, lRyin~ pipe ~nd b~ckfilling in otis

Orc:lard Irrit;e.tior. District No.1, \.'hich 1s sponsoring the roork wit1: a

fund of $5.462 to [0 ITith tho ;/PA allotc:cnt of $10,304.

-o~Ooo-

ScottIe, ITashinrton, Nove~ber 15, 1937
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Rending to the shut-ins end blind of four Washington Counties,aiding and

instructing housewives, are projects that have found such favor thnt they are to be

enlarged to state-~ide proportions, Don G. Abel, state director of the ~orks

Progress Administration. announced today.

Clark and King counties have set up WPA reading projects this month

~d Pierce County has continued this activity since last year, without int~rruptions.

on former allotments. The project provides unemployed women emplcyment ccnsistent

with their training end opens up the outside world to a considerable portion of

truly "forgotten" shut-in men and "omen. The work calls for contacting blind,

cripples, paralized and otherwise confined persons. Reeders also oall ot homes for

the aged, oonvalescent homes, orphanages and hospitals. Material is read to the

eager ~isten~·frem appropriate books obtained from libraries and volunteer sources.

Frequently the readers also serve their patients by other persenal attentions, such

as conducting correspondence fcr the incapacitated.

Abel states thP.t already about 4c women are carrying on this useful

service, and that approval of Snohomish county's application for a similiar project

is expected momentarily. Information on the rooders' project in King County

indicates that more than 40 per oent of those benefited are efflicted with blindness

and receive little or no aid of this kind from any other source •

•••••••••••

Fourteen counties are no~ being served with thv WPA housekeeping projeots,

it was learned, with a total of 300 women furnishing free hODe assistance with house-

work, care of children end similiar useful tasks in the homes of needy housewives

who arc invalided or otherwise incapacitated. A project of this type is scheduled

to begin in Skamania County N~vember 19, Abel's office states.

-00000-
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Adding one nore to the list of schools being built in the State

of washington by the works Progress Administration, state administrator Don

G. Abel, today announced a $80,211 school building and garage for children

of the Meridian School near Kwnt, Washinp.ton. The school district is

providing $31,620 of the total acount, for oateri~ls.

The project, scheduled to get under way by Novenber 22, calls for the

construction of a ODs-story tile and concrete buildin. ~d a separate garage

to house the school buses. 76 ~en taken froD relief rolls will be eoployed

for Dore than seven Donths.

when coopleted this will be the sixth new school in the State of

Uashington to be co~structed by the ~A. while ~cre than 150 schools have

been node~1zed and reconditioned and the grounds ioproved by grading and

Ip.ndscapine·

More than 8,300 schools throughout the United States have been

the -rgclp~ent of~A funds and labor for Dode~ization and reconditioning of

the school grounds, Abel stated.

-00000-

Seattle, Washington, Noveober 15, 1937

BH



• rR-328

•

•

•

•

JORKS PROGRESS hD~INISTRnTION

2CO AlaskR Buildin~

~ep.ttlo, ~p.shi~gten

Critical reception of volunes thus far publisr:ed in the AI.:oric,on

Guide series has been nos'\; enthusiastic, accordinG to P. ste.tc!.ent by J,':;es

:;. Efan, director of the Federpl ',iriters I Project in :i"shinrtcn Stnt.:,.

TyPifyinl'" press reviews is this cCClLlcnt frcD the Sprin,field (i.;p.ss)

:Teekly Republican on the neely issu,'d Vpr;lOnt stp.te Guide: "Exhibits the Feder"l

',7riters' Project of the :TPA at its best. In this undertRkinl' cooperptive

enterpri se sccres a bulls-eye becpuse i t ~1PS been conducted "ith enthusins;:-, ··nd

underste.ndinF-. under ;-.nturo direct ion."

Lewis Muoford, noted critical co;.r.:~ntator. in revi"cin? the "ork of

t;-.e Fedural iTriters' Project vi,;orously writes t::P.t "these r'Uidebooks "re the

finest contributicn to il.'1ericp.n j:atr~otisn that has been Dade in our I'eneretion."

Tr.e Christian ~cience i.lonitor spep.ks of t;:e "hifh standard ef writinl'."

Public e.cceptance of the initial offerini"s in H.e A::,ericpl: Guide seri,·s

;-,ps been uighly I'r'ltifyinr. A first edition of 10,0(( copi"s of the I.\asn:'chusetts

Guide vms quickly ex,:pusted; 15,Oec additicn"l COfhs arc cn t:1E' press. Tc,c

IdRho Guide, first issue'd, is reported to ua're sold out. Many s;:,pller "lecal

i'Uides" hpve proved propulpr. Lincoln, ;llbr:'sk", P. city soe.llGr tl.an i'ieRttlG.

Tncona or Spok'me '.'Illl of "Lid, have been offorl·d op!,ortunitiC's to spcr:sor leO'll

i'Uides in this Stato--has seld ~ore than 16,000 ine~ensive ruides.

The iTashinpton state Guide is eXj:ectGd to be in shape for fublicptior:

by Je.nuary 1. Spcnsorship probably will be assuoed by the "Ilshin(~ton StRte

Progress CODDission; and, if so, it .ill be issued as the offici~l guideboek to

the State, Director Er?n declares.

--00000-
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Approval of Feder~l aid for the inprovenent of school grounds
•

in both Yokioa and Chel?n counties has been

Progress AdDinistrator, ~nnounced today.

•

granted,Don G. Abel, state "orks

•

•

•

I~ediately following Th~nks~iving.work will begin on the

~rounds of the Malara School. Chelon County, Abel advises. Funds froD ;1PA in the

anount of $18,083 have been Frovided for excavating, grading, leveling and

covering the ground with a top soil. The sponsors, School District #115, will

provide $4,400 to be ?dded to the ',1PA grpnt ,.,nd oen fron ;,}'A rolls will conplete

the work by July I, 1938,

---------------- -

'Iork is expected to start ionedietely on the grounds of Granger

School in Ynkinp County, Abel also advises, in leveling the grounds, installing

irrigation pipes and groveling the perking strip. "hen conpleted the high and

grade schools of the district will have a playfield of four blocks, sepprated so

that the high school pupils uill hove p baseball diaoond pnd tennis court on

one side nnd the other half be developed for a playground for the soaller children.

;~A funds in the aoount of $10.777 are provided with the school district

~ontributing $1,352. Twenty Den fron the IFA YAkioa water systeo project will be

transferred to this project which is expected to be coopleted by April 15, 1938.

-00('00--
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Don G. Abel, State director of the Works Progress Administration, today
announced additional federal grants amounting to $403,~37,97) to carryon certain
projects now operating and to initiate new projects throughout the state.

"These ,VPA grants will serve to continue and increase the purchasing
power of the worker8 besides prOViding considerable more work for those now unem­
ployed and especially at this timo of the year when there is no seasonal work
available. Merchants and workers alike will benefit from these allotments", Abel
stated.

The state-wide educational program covering vocational training; safety
education and workers educational projects, recoives the In.cgest nllo·tmem:, being
$146.415. The Universitv of W~~hingtcn receives $13,158 tc provide employment for
needy professional, educational and derical persons in pre;;aring and conducting
correspondence courses in high school and college work for persons desiring te
continue their education but due to lack of finances are unable to complete their
high school education or to entor college. This project also operates state-vnde.

King County ranks second with total WPA grants of $142,501.24. The Seattle
School district No. 1 receiving $95,735 for improvements to various schools through··
out the city, such as renovating and landscaping. The Seattle Public Library system
receives $38,679 for the sarne purpose and Vashon Island receives $8087.24 to con­
struct sidewnlks along various public thoroughfares.

Spokane County receives $27,094 to improve farm-to-market roads throughout
the county.

Snohomish County School district No. 15 will improve high school and graje
school bUildings with a WPA approp~iation of $1,730.00. The City of Everett wil" fe
assisted in the preparation of a new file of city records with $750, of federal fu~ds.

The City of Tacoma re~eives lVPA funds amounting to $4080 to prOVide clericul
workers to index files for (13,,"s. CO·1 tracts eto. and to provide !l card index file for
deposit records of oOlllI:leroic·, and i,,:iu3trial plant contracts.

Camano Island, Islond Co~nty draws ~21,267 for reconstruction of farrr.-to­
market roads.

• Olympia will improve their water distribution system with a ViJPA grant of
$3,777 with school district No. 12 near Olympia using $699 to replace the roof and
paint the Collins grade s~hool.

Chelan County receives $c,356 to assist in cataloging and repairing books in high
school libraries for the the con<';;'llotion of recreational f"ciE 1:~E" ir. parks
including work on sewers and buil~iugs) $3,491 has been madb avallable-

Yakima County Clerk's office has received $2,013 to employ clerical workers
to prepare a new file of records.

Walla Walla has received $423 to assist in oporating library servicos.

•
Clallam County Commissioners have received $29,973.63 to carry on rural

road improvement projeots.

Mason County has $5.•240 made available from WPA funds for continuation
of work on farm-te-markot roads.
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"Are Bremerton's children inclined to be warlike, or just too playful?"

This question was brought to the minds of the WPA "White collar" workers re-

eently when they were codifying Bremerton's city ordinances and discovered

two acts, one passed 28 years ago and the other this year, to stop citizens

of any age from dangerous, imitations of war-like activities.

~. 19~ law still prohibits shooting of air guns and sling-shots or ex-

ploding of torpedoes, or other explosives in public places. Another wave of

juvenile militery antics seems to have burst forth again this year for the city

fathers got the situation well in hand by again passing an emergency measure

against persons -.7ho fire sling shots, "B.B." guns, bean-shooters and other

similier aggressive weapons.

Bremerton also had other legal taboos "for the safety and welfare of in-

habitants" that still appear on the index of ordinances prepared by WPA workers.

A lottery net, obviously including punch beards, passed in 1909. Up until

1931, v:hen an ordinance set up a bOXing commission, an old law forbade "any two

or more persons to agree to or to fight by agroement." If this act did not

hamper tho navy it certainly would have declared Mayor Jesse Knabb a law-

breaker if he had then staged his recent knock-cut fight against the mysterious

masked opponent. For 28 years Bremertonites hove had to control their yearning

•

for cock fights, bear fights, and the wearing of hats in theatres which was a

reel mennco to vision at the turn of the century.

On completion of the Bremerten codifying work Mayor KnabQ stated that

the "city ccmmission is deeply grateful to the WPA for the splendid job just

finished, and find that the much needed revision of ordinances will be of

lasting benefit to all departments of the city." More than 100 obsolete Bremerton

ordinances are listed for repeal as a result of this project.

BH
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Work is expected to start November 29th for the improvec:nt of

the grounds and the construction of tennis courts, grpndstnnd ~nd other

recrerrtional ~ppurtenanees for the Arlington High School, Arlington,

Snohomish County, was the announcement mr-dc by Don G. Abel, State

Administr~tor today.

In the epplic~tion made by the School Bo~rd to the 1erks

progress Administr~tion for funds to t~o c~re of tho labor on the project,

it was stQted that this would be the only tennis court in the town and

t~t over 600 enthusiastic citizens would be benefited.

The rrPA allotment for labor on the project amounts to

$6,598 to which the School Board contributed $3,351.20 for equiFment

and n~tericl. Fifteen cen will be eeployed soce eight cenths to

complete the work in time for the tennis se~son next yerrr.

--00000--
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Opening ~perations on the first unit in the reconstruction

of county roads in Pierce County, the HartIs Lake Loop and Gehring

farm-to-market roads, will see activity slated to begin December 9,

Don G. Abel, state director of the Works progress Administration,

announced today.

•

•

•

The project which includes considerable work to be done in

Tacoma on Tacoma Avenue and Cleveland and Hendricks streets has

been allotted $41,892 of WPA funds and will provide employment fer

about 179 men to be taken frcm relief rolls.

--00000-
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A ne" use for a famous old landmark in Bellingham hes been found crith

n recont17 approved Uorks Frogress Administration ~roj<ct designed to convcrt

the eld Fnir~ven Hotel into a concrunity recreational center and hoadquartors

for loc~ public "elfere agencies. With definite "ord froc Don G. Abel,

npA state dirocter, the question of crhnt to do "ith the county-ormed historic

bUilding is now settled.

Dis~ontling operations are expected to get underuay Novecber 26, "hen

the feder~l alloteent of $14,428 is cede available. Follo"ing this, offices

for housin& the crelfare agencies "ill be provided and various roocs "ill be

revnoped fitting thee to the accepted cede of recreatienal ~ctivities.

Originally the County Con"lissioner' s plc.ns c",lled fer this ence f(!DCUS

hcstblry being converted into a County Hospit,,-l l'J'd Tuberculosis S:mitoriuo

but the project 17"-S abandoned 17hen engineers inspected the bUilding l'J'd discoverod

that the interior "ould h1'~e to be coc~letely rebuilt to provide ndeq~~te hospital-

ization conditions ~d ~cconpl'-Ilyinc costs nould be excessive.

Old ticers nill recnll l7hon distinguished guests froc nll parts of the

"erld stopped at the old Fairh?ven Hotel. In those dc~ys it nas reputed to be

the suankiest hotel in north17cst Uashington and described in such nords as

appeared in the July, 1902, issue of the non defunct "The Coast," a ca,:nzino

covering p,,-cific Northnest people ~d places.

"The finest hotel building in the Nortlricst," it snid, "10 nt this

place, (F"irheven) fitted !'J1d furnished throU£hout with all codern conveniences

in eleg?J'ce nnd coofort."

FroD the original ottners, the Pacific Realty Ceop~y of South Bellinghl'D,

the builQing eventually bec~e the ~roperty of ;1hateeD Ceunty.

--00000-
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Don G. Abel, state director of the Works Progress

Administraticn, today announced apprcval of a $16,245 farm-to-

market read i~rovemont project for Asotin County.

Throughout the county the roads will be graded,

resurfaced and generally reconditioned. The Froject is slated

to begin about November 29th and will be completed about

April of 1938, with l~bor taken from l~cal relief rells.

--00000-
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New living quarters for a porticn of the 82.COO game birds raised

annually by the State Game Commission is guaranteed under a joint Works

Progress Administration grant of $11,895 and a state allotment of $3.617.

accordini' to an announcement made todny by Don G. Abel, state Wcrks Progress

Administrntor. The state-owned game farm near Auburn, one of severel

such farms maintained by thc ccmmission throughout the state. is the

beneficiary•

The work of clearing, grubbinG. seedinF, the grounds, buildinG

settini' and rearing pens, fences and similar improvements is expected te

begin Decembor 6 and be ready fer occurancy M~rch 5. 1938. Other improve-

ments slated under this project include remodoling the garaGe, buildin[ "

septic tank and repairing the superintendent's house.

Due to the increasing popularity of bird huntinG ~d the consequent

heavy toll in bird. taken .y the followers of tho sport thrc~hout the state

a speedup in production of birds by the ~~e farms bes been called for. The

Stato Grroe Ccnmission throU;;h the WPA and other aGencies of the strte is

ende~vorin?, to meet the increased demand.

--00000--
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An adequate domestic water supply for Gold Bar, Snohomish County,

is assured under a recent Works Progress Administration allotment of $8,627, for

setting up a project to construct a conversion dam and lay a feeder pipe to

the town. The work, according to Don G. Apel, irA state director, will begin

approximately November 26, 1937.

In applying for the federal grant the town of Gold Bar raised

$3,008 to buy pipe and other needed materials. The 25 men slated to work on

the project will be drawn from the unemployed rolls of Snobomish County.

The finishing touches on tho dam, pipeline and the road which will

give access to the dam is expected to be oompleted by March, 1938.

__00000--
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, Cempletion of the construction of 150 concrete tower foetings in

•

•

King County fer Seattle City Light power traasmission line No. 2 by WFA workers

is assured with the announcement yesterday by Don G. Abel, state Works rrogress

Administrator that a Federal allotmont of $12,022 has been made th~t will put

85 men to uork near Renton.

WFA workers began clearing the right-of-way fer this transmission line,

in King County a year ago, where it runs from near Bothell, ~round the east side

of Lake W~shington, by way of Renton to the South Sub-station ~t F'urth ~outh and

Spokane, Street, Seattle. The entire line will carry power from f.iRble ~,~,

through Ph~tcom, Skagit, Snohomish and King Counties. Actual construction of

tower foundations in King County begnB in JRnuary of this year.

There are only 16 tower foctings left to construct, after uhich

private contractors ~ill erect galvanized steel transmission towers averagIng 110

feet in height. Excavations for the to:-;or foetings are made by relief l70rkers to

a dcrpth of 15 feet under difficult conditions of bad earth formations, auick

sand, water and other hazzards to progress, according to the project supervisor.

H. D. Strandberg, tr?Bsmission engineer for City Light/states that a

WPA crew of 150 to 175 men are now l70rking on tho clearing project for this

transmission line in Snohomish county, and that the job is about 25 r0r cent

completed. They are clearing a strir 2CO feet wide on the pOl7er line route. The

entire line l7ill be 121.8 miles long when finished, next July, according tc

•

Strandberg. City light is providing $2,565 in addition to the WfA ,rant.

--00000--
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The ~ort of Olympia is making a definite bid for world trade with the

new harbor facilities made possible by W.F~. grants new totaling more than

$87,296, Don G. Abel, state Wf~ director stated today.

"With harbor facilities rapidly assuming modern form under a fourth

W.F.A. project, now approximately 60 per cent completed, the largest ocean-going

vessels will be able to berth, be unloaded and loaded with the same dispatch

offered by other important world ports." Abel stated.

No decisive effort to imprcve shipping conditions at Olympia was made

until recently. This took no definite trend until November 1935, with the

establishment of the first W.!'.A. project designed to improve the harbor facilities.

Wharfs were reconstructed And made safe for heavY railway and crane equipment,

transit shed. built, roadways surfaced, railroad spurs leading to the decks con-

structed and a rock bulkhead, now under construction, were among the first fcur

iT.P~. projects.

An average of 41 men have been employed daily fer two years and the

port authorities expect this number to be retained under the two additional proposed

• projects now weiting i.~~. approval to complete the work.

"Value of the assistance rendered by the Works progress Administretion to

the !'ort of Olympia and the taxp~ers of Thurston County and through them to the

industries and commerce of Southwestern Washington is incnluable: without the W}A

aid it would have been difficult and probably impossible to carryon this improve-

mont work l'1ithout calling on the taxpayers for additional assistance" Ernest Gribble,

Port Manager deelarOd•.

• --00000--

Seattle, Washington, December 2, 1937
:EH



HiJ,iEDIATE REI3A.SE

•

•

•

•

•

WORKS !-ROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
200 Alaska Building
Seattle, Washington

Works rrogress ~dDinistration officials reported today that the

application for a survey of the Snohonish River flood situation presented by the

Intercounty Flood Oontrol Con~ission at Everett NoveDber 4, has been for~arded to

Washington, D. C. for consideration.

Although accepted for consideration by the local WfA authoritios. tbo

officials pointed out, final approval DUst CODe froD Washington.

Of the $3,038,671 allotted by the federal goverrule~t for flood control

170rk in the rugot Sound District noro than $2,116,74:j. lias boen o>"l'ended, according

to a recent announcCDent nado by the United states ArrlY Engineors' offico. And to

this sun tho state added $34,385 and a further $244,507 by the ten counties in the

district.

During tho poriod of '-lore thml tno years in ',7hich the flood control nork

has beon undor tho amy onginoors,15 projocts have been conpleted and g ~r0 no~ in

operation. .!'rojects have been finished or are non operating in Wh~tcor1. Skagit,
.

Snohonis...• Gr~ys Harbor. Clnll=, Jefferson, King, l,i~son, Pierce and Thur:;ton

counties. Approxi::ntely 634 nen, taken fron WfA rolls, nre er.lployed.

Danger points on Dore thnn the 30 stre~,s ~orked on ~ere strengthened

by tho reDov~l of snags. strnigbtening of ch~nels, erectil~ dikes ~d construction

of brush revet:lCnts. Tho rovok"onts nrc desii710d to forr. n solid ":lank thnt nill

resist i~cnsc river pressure over ~ l,~gc prc~ of the ctrcx1S bnr]{e In sone c~scs

thu next to unbre"kablo onc-pioce '.1".11 of soil deposit s nnci boulders held to,~cth~r

by th" rovct: ,ent stretches fro;;.J 25 and 30 thousand feet.

Allotnents covering flood survey and control, rancing fron $6,6cc to

$313,500, depending on the size of the streme and the WIOunt of work called for,

have been nade for projects on the following strea::lsl Nool~sack, Ska[it, Stiliagua.-:ish,

.!'ilchuck, S!qkor.lish, '<uinault, Chehalis, Bagley, Ji;:ny_Cone-Lately (Cla11ru:; County \ ,

Doce17a11ips, Snoqualoie, Ceder, Greon, Skoko,:ish, Coffee (Hason), .!'uya11up, Carbon,

Des Ol;lutes, Yeln, Skookunchuck and nU"Jerous s:Jaller rivers and creeks.
--OCoOo-
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NeTI projects totaling $18,723 in ~A funds are scheduled for December in Clark

and Skamania counties, it was announced yesterday by Don G. Abel, State Works

Progress Administrator.

First to begin is improvement work on the building and grounds at the school

just south of Ridgefield in District No' 59. With a WI-A allotment of $843, norkers

drarrn from relief rolls nill begin December 6 on the leveling and surfacing of

grounds, preparing a slide, building floor, remodeling kitchen, ccnstructing a

ceiling and fixing ualls and tables. School District No. 59 is sponsoring the

project uith an additional $488.

At the ~ount Pleasant School, in District No. 29, abcut six miles east of

Washougal, both the school building and pleyfield QrC scheduled for substantinl

improvements. About December 2C, a wrA creu uill be assembled for cxcavating,

clearing, grubbing, grading, draininG and fencing of a pl?~ground uith a wrA

investment of $6,5C91 School District authorities furnish $54, for materials.

Planting trees and landscaping arc included in this project. Improvements on the

building, for nhich wrA provides $2,322, includes excavating for a basement, building

the foundntion, modernizing the plumbing and uater supply systems, installing toilets,

pipe ~d fixtures, razing an old shed, and painting. All uork uill be performed on

scheol property except uhat is required at the source of water supply and on the

pipe line transmitting ..ater, Abel said. Easements have been obtained fer this

part of tho project. The sponsor ndds $715 for this improvement for materiels.

xxxxxxx

Pedestrians at Camas uill "get a brenk" as uell as rrpA uorkurs, for a project

schedUled to begin December 20 calls for construction of sideunlks and curbs p~ong

public thoroughfares throughout the city. A wrA allotment of $9,C49 augmented by

$5,952 in city funds uill finance the nork, sponsored by the City of Camas.

--00000-
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Don G. Abel, State Director of the Works !-rogress AQoinintratior"

today announced approval of a $148,458 project to improve the vater Jis-

tribution system in the Kenwood district, in Seattle.

llore than 200 men taken from relief rolls will have about eight

months employment, Abel stated.

The district affected lies betw<.en 15th avenue HE ond Lake Wash-

ingtcn nnd north of E 85th street to E 155th street. ~hc projects cnlls

for excavating, laying pipes, installing fire hydraLts and neccss~ry

tunneling and backfilling.

No additional taxes or assessments will be placed on property

holders as a result of the improvement. Of the tot~l investment tho ~A

~~s made $108,07C available from federal funds.

-ooCoo-

Seattle, qashington, December 3. 1931
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Don G. Abel, state director of the Works rrogress Administration, today

announced additionnl federal grants amounting to $426.393 to care for the increase in

WpA enrollment of more than 9,eCO persons ~ithin the last month.

"From October 23 to December 2 the WfA emplo~ent rolls have increased frcm

20,926 to 29.43611 Abel stated. "Projects nre being scheduled to operate 8 hours per

~ rather than the usual 6 in order that as m~ny project ~orkers as pessible ~ill get

in their scheduled hours nod receive their checks befere Christmas which otherwise

~ould be delayed until after the holidays" he continued.

Monday of this ~eek 12 labor W.P.A. projects will be under ~ay uith allotments

totaling ~238.011. Largest project is the complete renovation of the water dis­

tributing system of Ken~ood District, Seattle, ~ith the aid of $108,070 in wrA funds,

and providing 211 men eight months' "ork. An Auburn street paving project begins

this ~eek, giving 175 men jobs for nine months uith a W.p.A. allotment of $93.5C9.

Benefit1»« 400 residents cf Magnolia Bluff, Sea~tle. in a seuer project, requiring

$2,135 in W.f~. funds, ~nd giving two months ~ork to 16 men. A Seattle se~cr

project, at West Prospect r~d Van Buren wns allotted $1.140. School repair er school

ground improvQmGnts ~ere started this ~eek at Ridgefield pith an allotment of $843.

At Snohcmish schoels four months pork ~ill be given a eren with the aid ef $7.860

from W.p.A. The Taylor school gets $2,261 for W.r~r pork repair. The Washougr~

athletic field-wrA allotment is $2.147. Foot-paths are included in ground !merove-

ments for the rort Orchard rark pith $1,207: and the Retsil Soldier's Home, nearby,

receives 6,040 for grounds p~d landscaping improvement pork. Tpo Poulsbo projects,.

one for sidewalks and the other for ~ater system improvement, total $5,919. Pc Ell
-

started a street project pith $6.g80 from W.P.A. funds.

The folloping Monday P. street and alley project gets under-nay at Blaine "ith

$25.756 from .~.A. The largest project shceduled to begin next peek is the

Bellingham street improvement work ~ith ~.P.A. aid totaling $63.34g. Roads on Widby

Islp~d call for $23,002,. and a dike near Everett $2.084. Wenatchee wuter mains projec'

will be str~ted next week., also with ~A providing $,0,355. other wrA allotments to

set up projects Monday arc ~~nounced for drainnge pork nCar Sunayside, amounting to

$2.084: and for additional State Fair Gr~unds improvemont at Yakima, $12 •.832.

New projects to begin Docember 20, are these at Mount Pleasant School in

~kaoania county with $2~322; and Camas sidewalks with $6.599 ~.P.A. funds.
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The finishing touches to the creation of what is said will be the
•

most beautiful college campus in tho west will begin this TIeek TIith the openinc

operations of a new Uorks rrogress Administration project. The plans designed,

under a series of projects of which this i9 the culminating one, TIill give the

University of Washington a campus second to none in boauty of l~dscape, according

to the university buildings and grounds engineers.

The UrA grant for the present project is the largest single federal

allotment to the university and, according to present estimates, TIill complete

the final grading. 11l1ldscaping Rnd building of retnining "ulls. The federal

· allotment is for $240.790 and the university of $107,865, according to an announce-

ment from Don G. Abcl, ~A state administrator•

..ork under the authority of this project began Monday Decembcr 6. The

former crew of men laboring on sovernl smaller projects dealing "ith various

angles of the progrem TIill be retained, said Abel. \/hen under full sTIinG tho present

project TIill alloTI a total employment roll of 372 men.

Launched shortly after the inception of tho WfA in 1935. this series of

•

•

projects is expected to be terminated late next s1wmer. All TIork including the

library quadrangle, Reinier Vista, Geyser Basin and all the landscaping TIill be

completed by then.

The l~rger portion of TIork under the neTI project TIill consist of clese

grading, extensive terr'cing, planting of floTIers, shrubs, trces, grass ~r.d

otheruise dressing up the adjacont terrain.

-00000--
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Rhode Islnnd, the smp~lcst state in the Union, and yet cne l~ying

cl~im te a gre~ter number of histeric sites and eth~r points of interest

t~~n m~~y 1nrger, is subject of tho latest voluee published in the Americcn

Guide series being prepared by the Federal ;;'riters' rroject cf the i7erks

rregress Adninistratien.

The full ti tlo of the 50o-paGo bock is "RilCde Islnnd, A Guide te the

Soallest State", ~nd like its ceopnnion volunes cn Messachusetts and Vernont,

it issues freD the presses cf Heughten I.ifflin Ccnpany, Boston, ¥assccbusotts.

Interesting esseys cn the gcnerp.l background of the stete, r~~ging

fron history tc educdion and rcli,;ion eeoprise 175 paces. Exhaustive

trentn~t is Given the cities cf Nerrport and rrovidcnce, and there arc 11

najor t~urs cutlined. The ~erk is finely illustrated, and supplenented by

n nunbcr of Geed nap3.

The state of Rhode Island formally sponsored the volume, through

the office of Louis W. Cappelli, secretary of state. The director of the

project is Jarvis M. Borse, working under the superVision of Henry G.

Alsberg, national director of the Federal Writers' rrojcct. Tho book is

the fourth state volume to appear in the American Guide series.

-00000-
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The University of Washington Stadium, Seattle, will go into

the final stage of construction December 21, when a Works progress

Administration allotment of $23,345 is made available, according to

Don G. Abel, state director.

A three-story headhouse will bo built over the main entrance.

The first floor of the structure will bo occupied by ticket offiees,

storage rooms and public lavatories while the second floor will be given

over to caretakers' apartments.

Equipment for a pUblic address system, and an observntion room

will find Po place on the third floor. Surnounting the structure will bo

a cupola and balcony from which a battery of searchlights "ill ~id in

illuminating the field for night play.

In addition, a rounding out of the seating capacity of the

bo"::l \Till be undertnken. A top deck of 14 rO":IS of bleacher seats will

extend those constructod under a forser wrA project, along thc north

and south sides of the stadiun, around the closed end of the horseshoe.

The buildings and additional seating capaeity is slated to

be finished by March 20.

-00000­
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Don G. Abel, state direotor of the Works froGress Administration,

today announoed allooation of more than half a million dollars for 15 new

projeots to start immediately.

"This brings out total allottments in the last three weeks to over

$1,2CO,OOO and adds more than 3,COO needly workers to the WF~ payroll which

now totnls 32,000 persons." Abel stnted.

Largest now single projoct announced yesterdny is tl city-wide street

improvement job for Bremerton with wrA funds totallinG $238,591. Sponsor 1 s

appropriations add another $34,486 for materials, and other supplies as well

as for special non-relief workers. Work begins on this big project December 21.

Next Monday reoonstruction of water mains throughout Wefu~tchee is set

to begin uith $50,355 ITfA assistance. In Tacoma tuo park improvement and ro-

creation projoots, a storm souor job ~~d n sohool plnyfield improvement project

will all be under way bofore the end of noxt week uith n total of $121,133, from

WfA. Other allotnents include: Tuowater, $2,522 for school grounds; Fern~~le,

$10,599 for schools reuodeling: Snoqualoie, $7,860 for a similar projoct;

Chehalis, $1,483 for sohool recrentionnl facilities: drainnge of Salzer Creek

to improve Leuis County fair grounds, $10,965: Everett streets, $21,828; the

Stricker rond nenr Milton, $4,087; bulkheads and other ioprcveDent of fier 40,

Seattle, $24,553; and street work at Deer fark, $9,598.

---·0000-

Seattle, Washington, Deoenber 11, 1937
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Almost a quarter million dollars in Works Progress Administration

funds, allotted for construction projects, slated to begin during December, uill

seck to lighten the unemployment rolls of southwestern Washington this TIinter.

according to Don G. Abel, state administrator.

Clark County, the beneficiary having the largest single project in the

group, will receive $125,588 in federal funds for n county-wide road improvement

and modernization project. Four projects, the first beginning December 4 nnd the

last Jcnu~ry 4 is expected to employ more t~~ 5CO men,

In Tacoma the construction of a temporary road and installation of

storm sewers will call for an additional $50,270, while another project also in

Pierce County uill feature the reconstruction of a portion of Stricker Road, near

MiltOn' The Stt.icker Read project will employ 33 men and require $4,087 in ~A

funds.

puyallup City Park will be cleared and fenced under a UPA allotment of

$38,618, and expected to be cempleted by July 8, next sunmer. storm and sanitary

sewers agnin uill be the subject of another federal financed project in Olyopin

where $14,390 of governnent money and $5,835 local funds uill be invested betueen

Deoember 9 and April 8, next spring.

•

is slated

Repairs to the bUildings on the Salzer Creek Fairgrounds, ncar Chehalis,

for completion March 3, under a project ~lotting $10,965 in federal funds.

Oyster shell for ro"d topping is a unique feature of a rond in Grays

•

Harbor County that will shorten tho distance abeut one-quarter nile frcD the Ocosta

School to the heDes of children living cast ef the school, An apprexinate total cf

$3,238 will be expended with the WPA furnishing $2,157 of the aoount.

Grays Harbor C~unty has another road preject under constructicn, expected

to be finished February JB. This faro-to-narket project is operating uith a federal

allotment of $1,550.
-00000-­

seattle, Washingten, Deceober 13, 1937 BH



•

IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WORKS rROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
200 Alaska Building
Soattle, Washington

I-R-350

•

racod by a playground ioprovcnent project for the Taccoa grade school.

East 54th ~nd Eyo streets, ~ith an allotoent of $16,890, the Works rrogross

Adoinistration outlny for schaal ioproveoent projects to date for Deconber totals

$58,463, said a recent a.~ounceoent freD Don G. Abel, WPA stato adcinietrator.

Another plnyfield project beginning this ~eek in Tacooa is at St?~ley

Grade School. ~le ~A's allotnent of $9.921 was oatchcd by the Tacooa School

District's $300 making possible the completion of the grounds improvements by May 18,

next spring.

I-artial wrecking of the building before remodeling is possible will be

undertaken at the Junior High School bUilding at Ferndale, Whatcom County, according

to engineer's specifications. The remodeling and installation of a heating unit

will cost $10,924, being supplied from federal funds. The work began December 13,

• with the completion scheduled for March 13, next spring.

The grade and high school playfields at Snoqualmie, snohomish County,

will hnve new tennis courts in addition to a general overhP.uling of the grounds as

a result of a new project t~~t began the fore part of the month. The work on the

grounds and buildinGS "ill oonsume $7,860 in WPA monies and $422 in local funds.

Forty-one men arc billed to start work December 21, on the MQple Leaf

grade school building in King County when $5,963 in a federal allotment will be

•

•

available for this work. Two months is considered sufficient to complete the re-

nodeling.

Repairs to the Lp~e City grade school, Seattle, will employ 22 men and

require an expenditure of nenrly $4,oco. February 21, is the date of conpletion.

Another school buildinr, and grounds improvenent project is operating at

the ~atcr schools, Thurcton County, whero $2,522 in WPA funds is allotted.

The Cascade and West Sido Grade School, Chehalis, received $1,483 for a

projcet slated to begin Deccnber 20, according to Abel. Fifteen nen pill be eopleyed.

-eeOoo--
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Work is scheduled to begin December 21 on the imprcvement

of streets throughout Kirkland, with the aid of $47,541 in wrA funds

and a WPA crew of 135, it was announced yesterday by Don G. Abel,

.state :'Iorks £-rogress Administrator.

Abel said the project would benefit 4,OCC residents of the

community and provide needed employment for men from the relief rolls

for approximately six months.

A feature of the -."lork not previously found in such WI-A.

improvements is the construction of curbs and gutters. Jork will

include clearing, grubbing, excavating, grading, sleping, ditching,

draining, surfacing, constructing curbs end gutters, installing

culverts, p~d graveling,

The city of Kirkland, as sponsor is furnishing $5,624 for

materials end supplies as well ns part of the equipment.

--00000--
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Word of $25.081 for WPA construotion work in Yakima

County was received today from the office of Don G. Abel, State

Administrator, with the employment of 123 men from WPA rolls on

projects to start December 28.

The Washington State Fair grounds at Yakima will be

landscaped, the trees topped and a cess-pool constructed. An

allotment of ~9,845 has been made by l¥PA, the Department of

Agriculture, as sponsors, pledging $2,186. Forty-six men from

VlPA rolls will be employed five months.

At the east city limits of Yakima the grounds will be

cleared, leveled and landscaped around the Municipal incinerator.

The allotment for this work from WPA is $9,000 with $500 from the

sponsors, the City of Yakima. Fifty-two men from WPA rolls vrill

be required for the work with the expectation th~t it will re­

quire four months to complete.

In School District #49. Toppenish, twenty-five men vdll

be employed to construct an Athletic Field. The allotment by

W~A is $6,236 with the School District pledging $1.646.86.

--00000--

December 17, 1937, Seattle, Washington

MC



•

IHMEDIi,TE RELEi.SE

WORKS PROGRESS i~UINIST&~TION

200 AL"SKi, BUILDING
SE;.TTLE. W;.SHIHGTON

PR- 353

•

•

•

•

Old Kris Kringle is gotting some valuablo holp in Contr~lia.

where a staff of 15 womon aro busy making new toys and ropairing

old onos for childron of neody familios in Le\vis County. Don G.

Abel, Stato Works Progress ~dministrator a~~ouncod yosterday that

$ 1, 652 in VIP,. funds have been allotted fer the work which will

be carried on threugh the holiday seasen.

The State Department of Social Security, as official sponsor

of the project, has provided supervision quartors, lights, heat,

wnter nnd telephol1O. Things oro humming in this busy II Smta Claus

workshop" at 208 North Penrl Streot, with the aid of eommunity do-

noted cloth, WOOd, stuffing, paint and varnish. Dolls that neod a

bit of plastic surgory to bring back their pleasent smilos are being

made into gifts to delight young feminine hearts, while b~ttorod toy

trucks, drums end countless trinkets nre getting spruced up for

happy new mmers.

i~ efficient Cemmunity Council, representing various Centralia

clubs end civic orgfu~izations~ is prOViding helpful cooperation to

make this unique WP~ projoct a success.

Abcl st~tes it is the first WP~ projeot of its kind to oper~tc

in Washington this season, end was set up to provide needed cmploy-

ment to women who show special skill in the work, many of whom have

had previous experienoe in toy-making.

************

Docember 17, 1937, Seattle, W~shir~ton.
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Christmas payrolls are assured federal workers from relief rolls.

In compliance with national WPA arrangements for rescheduling

project operations so that security wage earners may receive as much work

as possible before Christmas, Don G. Abel, State Administrator announced

yesterday that the estimated total of payroll checks to be issued in

Washington to WPA and National Youth Administration employees, December 1.

to 24. would amount to approximately $1.900,000.

Employment under the Works Progress Administration has been rising

steadily in Washington during the last three months, and with increasing

rapidity during December. Arrangements have been made to deliver checks to

workers before Christmas for all earnings shown on payrolls submitted to

Treasury Accounts office before noon, December 21. Abel said.

Aubrey Williams, national Deputy Works Progress Administrator.

stated that in WaShington, D. C. the estimated December earnings of WPA and

NYA workers before Christmas this year throughout the country would amount

to nearly $85.000,000. Of the total investment to meet needed employment

Washington enjoys thirteenth place in December payrolls. althOUgh it ranks

only thirtieth in population. More than 32,000 \~A workers will benefit by

the pre-Christmas rescheduling of payrolls, according to State Administrator

Abel, with every employee given opportunity to earn maximum wages before the

holiday.

--00000--

Seattle. Washington December 17, 1937
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Don G, Abel, State Works Progress Administrator disclosed

yesterday that purchases will be made immediately for \~A mat_

erials and supplies required during the next three months, in

compliance with a request by President Roosevelt through WPA

Administrator, Harry Hopkins, to aid business recovery.

"We have been authorized by Administrator Hopkins to make

cOllullitments to sponsors on the basis that present WPA employment

will continue on the present levol at least until April I, 1938",

said Abol. "Furthermoro, we are making evory effort to persuade

sponsors to make advance purchases of materials needod during tho

same period, In this way 1'11'1> and sponsors can cooperate in the

advance purchasing policy recommendod by the Presidont for all fed-

eral agencies,"

The advance purchasing program in Washington will !'lean an im-

modiato distribution of many thousands of dollars, Abel.said, It

is the first time such a policy has been adopted by WPA.

**********

December 17, 1937, Seattle, Washington.
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Between 20 and 30 projects, involving more than $400,000 in Works
Progress Administration fUnds, will be started throughout the state during
the last two weeks of the year in an effort to give work to the steadily in­
creasing number of unemployed, it was revealed by Administrator Don G. Abel,
today.

The largest single project, expected to swing into action December
20, is financed by a WPA grant of $174,763, and will provide the City of Van­
couver, l'nsh. with rol entirely rebuilt domestic water system within one year.

Another project, giving employment to 150 men, will operate in
Seattle cleaning up Smith Cove Piers 40 and 41. It is designed to lead the
way to the ~odernization of these ~NO largest piers in the world. The WPA
allotted $35,227 to carry on this project.

Operating on an allotment of $12,121, a sanitary sewer construction
project will begin groundbreaking Monday following Christmas in Tacoma with
an estimated crew of 67 men. A second projeot, in the same city, will con­
struct a 2,40o-foot drainage ditch at an estimated cost to the government of
$11,499, Abel said.

East Wenatchee will receive $19,390, December 20 for a sanitary
sewer system while 45 unemployed will be put to work on a flood control pro­
ject in the Salzer Creek Valley, Lewis County, under a $10,965 allotment.
White Salmon, Klickitat County, was granted *7,683 for the reconstruction of
their water supply system.

Several road-building projects are slated to begin during the near­
close of the year, An allotment of $23,340, will go for tho construction of
roads near Raymond; $17,520 will give jobs to 33 additional men on the roads
near South Bend, both in Pacifio County. Roads in the vicinity of Homes Har­
bor Island County received $17,220, allowing the employment of 66 men, while
an allotment of $2,580 will serve to construct a farm-to-market link near East
Starwlood, Snohomish County.

Eight projects, designed to improve school buildings or school
grounds, are led by a $48,966 allotment slated to begin work clearing and
imprOVing the Battle Creek School grounds, Clark County. Improvements to
the athletic field of the Union High School, near Kent, will begin shortly
after the beginning of the new year. The project has been allotted $17,597, in
federal funds, it was disclosed by Abel. An allotment of $4,035 will provide
a second project for this school and will feature the construction of fire
escapes in addition to general repair work.

Other school grants provide $3,225, for repairs to the Lake City,
King County, grade school bUilding} $3,628, for the construction of a cafe­
teria and storeroom at the Washougal school, Clark County} $4,262, to build
a playshed at the Burton school, King CountYt and $1,028, to install a fur-
nace and lights and for general repairs at the Marblemount school, Skagit County.

Construotion of bridle paths, rustic bridges rold general landscaping
in Puget Park, Tacoma, is scheduled under a WPA allotment of $7,4l6. The
project started operating this week.

Three projects, designed to give employment to vmite collor workers,
calls for an expenditure of nearly $12,000. Of this amount $780 is allotted
for work in the Puyallup City Library; $5,200 for the purpose of checking
timber growths in Grays Harbor County and the consequent preparation of maps
for the information of the lumber industry; and $5,800 allotted to the
Secretary of State's Office, Olympia •. Tho Olympia project is fer the purpose
of folding. binding and covering pamphlets and books. The help pro~ided tho
Socretary of' State will not displace any rOGUlurly employod person in that
Office, Abel said.
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IMMEDIATE RELEASE

~ORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATIOK

200 Alaska Building Seattle, Washington

Don G. Abel, State Administrator for the

Works Progress Administration in State of Washington

will be heard over KJR Tuesday evenlng, December 21,

at 8115 to 8130 P.M. He will speak on "The llorks

Progress Administration in the State of Washington."

Seattle, Washington, December 20, 1937
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Three Pierce County projeots begin this week under
.//

•the WfA, one in Thurston

•

•

•

•

County and another in Grays Harbor County, according to an announcement yesterday

from the office of Don G. Abel, state Works progress Administrator. WfA allotments

for the three projects total $40,372.

Tacoma's projects total $21,413 from urA. To provide employment for neody

persons on rolief rolls an allotment of $6,900 has been mado, Abel, said, for labor

in cleaning and renovating public buildings in Tacoma, such as tho city tk~ll,

library, and others which have not beon dono by UPA beforo. Tho work includes

cleaning walls, woodwork, furniture and washing and repairing furnishings and

drapes. This project employs mostly women and the funds will curry it until about

June 1, 1938. Tacoma I\S sponsor is supplying materia13 needod with $740.

To continue improvements at the Jovita Grade School, in District No. 342,

$9,878 has beon provided by WfA for cloaring ~d preparing an up-to-day plrygrounds.

School District No. 342, as sponsor fur~ishes $1,230 for materials. It is oxpected

this job will keep n WPA crew busy until the last of April. For constructinc a ono

story and basoment gymnasium WfA has allottod $4,635 more, nnd the school district

$70.

Lurgest of the projocts in terms of allotments is the continuanco cf the

sewing prejects in Thurston CetL~ty until January 1, with $17,682 from WPA, and

$1,900 frem the sponscrs, the State Department of Social Security, and Thuroton

Ceunty ccmoissioners.

At Aberdoen tho "E" Street approach te the 17ishkah Street Bridge will be

imprcved thr~ugh U,pA ftL~ds totalling $1,277 and an appropriatien freD the City ef

$1,112.50. A WfA crew begins immediately en th~ remeving of the old trestle, fu,d

eenstructien of a new trestle, including concrete fleer slabs. The jeb "ill reauiro

three months to coopletc.
-coOec-­

Seattle, ~ashingten, Doecober 21, 1937 llH
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Completion of the Freshman football and practice field on the

University of Washington campus, Seattle, was assured yesterday with the

announcement by Don G. A.bel, state Works rrogress A.dministrator that

$22,705 has just been allotted for the work. Eighteen lIfA. men began

work this morninB and the crew will be increased to more than 50 during

the next two weeks.

This lIfA. project began last January when a ~A crew was brought

in te grade, drain, level und sprend top seil on on area just east of

the athletic pavillion through n WfA. allotment of $24,771 for labor ~~d

$3,657 from the university fer necessary materials and equipment rentals.

It is expocted that by April 20 the field will be completed

including seeding of the entire area,says ~bel, but the turf can not be

used before next fall. The University furnished $1,207 for this new

project te supply seed and other needed materials. In addition to foot-

ball practice the area will be used for various field events.

-00000--

Seattlo, Washingten, December 21, 1937
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Further improvements to the Washington State Fairgrounds, near

Yakima, will be started December 28. by a new $9,845, Works ~rogress

Administration project, according to an announcement from Don G, Abel,

~A administrator.

In addition to the construction of a rock wall and general land.-

seaping, riprapping uill be laid and cesspools built, The work,

supplementing a former project that repaired the exhibit buildings and

the grandstand. is expected to be completed the latter part of next

The State of rrashington Department of Agriculture, sponsor of the

project, is furnishing $2,185, for the purchase of grass seed and

materials noeded in the construotion work.

Another project, recently approved, to operate in the City of

Yakima will undertake the repairing and renovating of damaged books nt

the City Library. Wages for the four persons employed on this project

uill amount to $1,808, for a period of 9 months. said Abel.

--00000-

Seattle, ~ashington, December 21, 1937
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Don G. Abel, State Administrator of the Works Progress Adminis-

tration, today announoed that a project is being set-up to clear the area

to be flooded in the Columbia River Basin when the Grand Coulee Dam is

completed. This projeot will employ 3,000 men for a period of three years

and oalls for an investment of approximately $9,000.000.

Negotiations have been completed between the Works Progress

Administration and Frank A. Banks of the Bureau of Reclamation in charge

of the Grand Coulee Dam, regarding this work which covers the area along

the Columbia River from the Grand Coulee Dam to the Canadian border, a

distance of 150 miles.

The projeot involves the clearing of 28&440 acres of land, the

removal of 250 miles of fencing, 100 miles of telephone lines, 1200 build-

ings; and the moving of three cemetaries. It includes the construction of

77.91 miles of primary state highway and 58.63 miles of secondary county

highway; the construotion of 26 miles of main-lino railroad and 2.65 miles

of siding and spur traoks for tho Great Northern Railroad; the construction

of 25.5 miles of telephono lines and the removal of a liko amount; the

construction of 158 miles of three-strand barbed wire fence; the removal

and construotion of three small timber bridges; the construotion of one

llo-foot timber trestle and two 36-foot span overpasses. It also includes

the placing of 368,630 oubic yards of rip-rap for bank protection along

the Great Northern Railway tracks; also all other work neoessary and

incidental to the main construction.

M!'. Abel plans to leave for Washington, D. C., shortly aftor

the first of the year to confer with the officials of the Bureau of Re-

olamation and the WPA regarding approval of the projeot.

--00000-­

Seattle, Washington, Deoember 21, 1937 MC
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Where, when and how to stop, go and turn is the problem whose

solution will be sought by the latest Works Progress Administration projeot

for Spokane.

A oity-wide traffic survey will be undertaken lr.r WPA workers under

the sponsorship of the City Traffio Department beginning December 30, it was

disclosed today by Don G. Abel, WPA state administrator.

The projeot, employing at least five oheckers, is expeoted to run

for six months and will oost the federal government $11,5~ Abel said.

Experienoed traffio offioers vall have direot supervision of the

\VPA oheckers and all information will be turned over to the city traffio

division to be used as a guide for future improvements.

The survey is expected to reveal the effeot of reoent ohanges in

traffio regulations. This will be possible through the means of diagrems,

vehiole volume oounts, speed studies and street parking data. Observation

of pedestrian obedienoe to traffio signals will supplement the other studies.

Beoause it was not a normal funotion of the Spokane Polioe Depart­

ment and the oity budget made no provision for this work. Abel said, it was

possible for the WPA to undertake the survey.

--00000-

Seattle. Washington, Deoember 22, 1937
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Don G. Abe~ State direotor of the rorks Progress Administra­

tion. today announoed reoeipt of approval from '/ashington D. C. to in_

orease the employment rolls of the state to 38,000 persons in January, 1938.

"The deorease in private employment and the subsequent turn to

relief agenoies by persons eligible for I,PA oertifioation has inoreased

our need for a larger l. PA employment quota", Abel stated.

The l;-PA now employs approximately 34,204 persons throughout the

state. Projects are operating in every oounty \nth the exoeption of

a few localities where it is impossible to operate or where the projeots

have not been properly sponsored by looal governmental officials, Abel

continued.

--ooOoe-­

Seattle. ;iashington, December 31, 1937
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Against the traditionally grim background of military severity

at the Vancouver,Washington Barracks the softening touch of fresh green plots

of grass and shrubs, touched off by patches of floral color. will liven the

surroundings by next May when a IPA landscaping project is scheduled for

completion, according to Don G. Abel, state Works Progress Administrator •

More than 50 men obtained needed employment today on this job through a nA

allotment of $12,720, and an additional pledge of $2,176 through the

sponsorship of the Commanding Officer of the Barracks.

The project calls for clearing, grubbing and performing all

incidental tasks needod to properly landscape the area.

Two other wPA pro jects for the U.S. Army will get under way

Thursday. An allotment of $5,624 has been combined with a sponsor1s con-

tribution of $1,176 to improve the grounds around the Alaska Communication

System Transmitter Station in West Seattle. About 30 men will begin on

this job while 20 others will start the same day at Fort Lawton remonng

aeri~~ poles, transmission poles, guys, and antennae and resetting thom at

a new location for an improved receiving station. \'/fA has provided $4,230

for this work nnd the Army, through the Commanding officer has added

another $400. The work at both stp-tions will be completed early in April•

Abel stated.

--00000--
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With the aid of a WPA allotment of $10,000 tho

improvement of the Military road near Spanaway will start

norl Monday, it was amounoed yesterday by Don G. Abel,

state Works Progress Administrator. More than 30 mon will

make up the initial WPA crow.

Clearing operations are included as a neoessary

part of the widening and rebuilding of the road. The pro-

•

•

•

jeot which is being sponsored by Pieroe County Commissioners

is benefiting· by an additional $4,817 from that souroe for

neoessary equipment and supplies.. It is estimatod the work

will require six months and benefit more than 1,000 persons

of the vicinity.

--00000--

Seattle, Washington, January 5, 1938
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Publioation of the Washington State volume in the Amerioan Guide

series is hoped for late this spring,. according to James W. Egan, state

director of the Federal Writers' Projeot, WPA,. whioh has been spent 18 months

in gathering material.

Before publication can be undertaken. however,· the Washington guide-

book must be formally sponsored by the State or one of its tax-supported

agencies.. It is probable that the State Progress Connnission will apply for

permission to issue the volume.

"The purpose of the Washington State Guide apparently is misunder-

stood in some quarters," declares Director Egan. "It is not a history of the

State, or was it ever planned as such. It is going to be the first offioial

guidebook Washington ever has had, and it will contain all the information

any visitor to the State might seek, including fully outlined tours to every

point of interest.

"No government funds can be used to print or distribute this guide-

book.. It should be financed by the State as a valuable part of its advertising

program, since this book alone tells where to go and what to see. Even now

much material compiled a year ago is being revised to make it completely u~to-

date when the oopY is turned over to the sponsoring agency. other states already

are capitalizing on the American Guider like opportunity is open to Washington."

--00000--

Seattle, Washington, January 5. 1938
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A projeGt to further beautify the grounds of the Washington State

Soldiers' Home at Retsil, will start Thursday, January 6, when a WPA crew will

begin extensive improvements to the cemetery, it was announced today by Don

Abel, state administrator of the Works Progress Administration. lVPA funds

amounting to $9,876 have been allotted for the work.

Although the schedule Galls for completion June 30, both the crew

and the supervisors., as well as officials of the Retsil Home, as sponsors,

hope to Gomplete beautifying the cemetery a month earlier in time for Memorial

Day ~eremGnies.

Plans Gall for clearing, grubbing, excavating, constructicn cf walls

and curbs, installing water and sprinkling mains, erecting fences, surfacing

driveways and performing all necessary incidental work for a thorough job,

Abel revealed.

At least two other landscaping projeots have been put through on

the grounds of the Home, The institution, which represents an investment of

several hundred thousand dollars was established by legislative act in 1907

on a traot of 75 acres, overlooking Port Orchard and Bremerton,

The sponsors are providing $4,063 for materials and supplies.

--00000--

Seattle, Washington, January 5, 1938
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For the improvement of health condi t ions in suburban

communities of San Juan, Whatcom and Skagit counties. ~A funds totalling

$71,342 have been allotted for the construction of sanitary facilities, it

was announced yesterday by Don G. Abel, state Works rrogress Administrator.

This amount brings the total for such projects to $127,875 from WPA

within two weeks, in Washington.

Wl-A crews will commence work throughout San Juan and Whatcom

counties January 11, with $40,000 in Federal funds together with $15,l~0

from the State Department of fublic Health, as sponsor of the projects.

The Skagit project is scheduled to begin February 4 with $31.342 from

IVrA and $14,000 from the state.

Both of these projects, as well as a similar county-wide project

in ypkima ceunty which epened with $56,533 frem IVrA, December 28, are

slated fer completion by July 1. Work will be provided to men from the

relief rolls in tho three areas with supervlsery headquarters at Bellingham,

for San JU3n-Whatcom counties. Meunt Vernen, for Skagit county and YC'.kima

for Yakima county.

As in such projects operating during 1937. these f~cilities

will be erectod in districts where scuer systems ere impracticable.

-00000-

Seattle, Washington, 5anupxy 5, 1936

BH



IMMEDIA.TE RELEASE

•

•

170RKS HlOGRESS ADMINISTRATION
200 Alaska Building
Seattlo, Washington

More than 125 Den fron the roliof rolls ~ill begin orectior. of a concrete

ene-story scheol building at Kennydale, tODorrow, nith the aid of $50,374 in wrA-- -,,-'

funds, it uns announced yesterday by Don G. Abel, state Works frogress Adninistrater.

flans call for an up-to-date, modern, six room building. Special features L~-

clude a cafeteria and playroom space in the basement, and a modern gymnasium, con-

vertible to an auditorium. School District #147, as sponsor of the project, will

contribute ~~terials and supplies totalling $28,586.27.

Six hundred residents of the Kennydale school district will benefit directly

from this new asset, Abel said. He also stated that the building would be ready in

ample time for opening of school next fall, as the working schedule called for co_

pletion in six months. The project also includes ~recking of the old school building

and salvaging material to be used in const~acting a play-shed and otiwr incidentnl

• uork.

Other schools constructed under WfA have been completed at Kirkl~d, Belfair,

Ewan, fomeroy end Glenrose. Late in November the sixt~ dfA school uas started in the

Meridian district, three miles cast of Kent, with the aid of $48,591 in Feder~l

funds •. This structure is expocted to be finished about the same timv as the Konny~~le

preject.

Improvement of the grade school bUildi~ at Black Diamond also begins this peck.

•

•

WfA workers "ill modernize the insido =d landscape and seed the {;rounds nnd add other

improvements, with the aid of $7,190 in Federal funds and m.~terial funds from the

sponsor, Abel said. At Tacor.ltl, the fark Avenue Grade School pl!'.yfield nill be

extensively ioproved, beginning 1iondny, with WfA funds of $14.501. Other simil'.r

projects will be opened in various other sections of the state, ~thin two ueeks, said

the WfA Administrator.

In addition to tho seven new school buildings, WfA has moderr.iz0d ~nd repaired

and landscaped ne~ly 200 schools throughout Washington.
-00000--
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Fublic libraries throughout Washington will shortly receive

copies of the recently published Historical Records Survey's index to the

public records of rend Oreille County. the first of 39 such volumes covering

every county in the state, according to an announcement made today by Dr.

Herman J. Deutsch. supervisor of this wrA project.

These pUblications will servo as a guide to tho original sourcos

of the public history of the state; covering ovory phase of public lifo

whether city, county or state.

The survey of county records is 93 per cont complete and more

than half the work on the state archives is ready for inclusion in the

indox; said Dr. Deutsch.

In addition to the survey of public documents records of 2,025 of

tho st~tets 9,600 churches have been inventoried. Dr. Deutsch also pointed

out that the listing of private and public manuscript collections. newspaper

records, old business concern's books and labor organization's records is

now in full sqing and is oxpected to be roa~y for publication some time

this your.

-00000-
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Don G. Abel, State Administrator of the Works Progress ~dministra-

tion_ of Washington. today announced that 17 new projects involving $193.409,

would begin operations this week.

Farm-to-market roads in Pieroe and Thurston counties receive the

largest single allotments amounting to $87,103 for grading and improving.

The city of Yakima has added $4_076 to the WPA grant of $16,986 for tho

construction of sanitary sewers and manholes. Wapato has received ~1.178

to extend their street lighting system. The preparation of hot school

lunches for undernourished school children in walla Walla county vnll be

continued until the summor vac~tion with an allotment of ~2.640.

City streets will be improved in three Washington towns, }~dical

Lake reoeiving $10.309, Everett $38,024 and Shelton $9,493. The Grays Harbor

oitics of Hoquiam and .\berdeen eaoh received federal grants, ,'.berdeen :";5,608

for clearing right-of-way for exoavating for water supply pipe line, and

Hoquiam $1.805 for improving recreational facilities. Clark County's projeot

to assist needy homemakers by supplying domestic aid will be carried on until

the end of the fiscal year with an appropriation of $10,158. Olympia's

Public Library will have assista."lce in the repairinG of worn books with a

WPA grant of $1,932 for the salaries of the workers.

Edmonds High School will receive ~il,338 for the improvement of

their new high school's athletic field_ and Bayvicv/. Skar,it County, will have

a new recreation building and the grounds improvod wi th a ViP:, grant of $6,935.

---·00000....---
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Opportunities for increased employment of WPA workers of central

Washington this week were revealed in an announcement by Don G. Abel, State

Works Progress Administrator that two allotments, aggregating $61,029.75 in

Federal funds have just been made for projects to begin Thursday.

Improvement of Dry Falls State Park, two miles from Coulee City

will keep more than 50 men busy for eight months, Abel said, with the aid of

$29,601.75 in WPA funds. This allotment continues a projeot which is already

25 per oent completed, and includes the oonstruotion of water systems, roads

and other needed improvements. The State Park Committee is sponsoring the

work which a project supervisor estimated would benefit more than 100,000

persons.

The Priest Rapids Irrigation District system of Benton and Yakima

Counties is soheduled to reoeive major imprevements with WPA funds totaling

$31,428. Plans oall for doepening the intake oanal, raising a wing dam,

erecting a dike, and oonstructing additional pipe lines and canals as well as

doing many types of incidental jobs on tho big projeot. The Priest Rapids

Irrigation Distriot, as sponsor is providing $11,272 for neoessary materials

and supplies.
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Modernizing of the Seattle Civic Auditorium and Ice Arena by WPA workers will

begin January 21 with the aid of $21,539 in Federal funds, it was announced today

by Don G. Abel, state Works Progress Administrator.

One of the important features of the soheduled project vnll be the improve-

ment of air oonditioning in both the auditorium and the arena, Abel said. A WP,\

cr"" will be busy for more than six months on the substantial improvements. In

addition to oomplete renovating, painting, varnishing, refinishing floors and

n"" floor oonstruction, special wood-working and electrical improvements will be

put through. Remodeling of the air conditioning equipment includes reconstructed

mushroom ventilators and new exhaust grills,

In the Ice Arena new bleacher seats aro planned. Nm1 lockers ~~d benches will

be made for tho dressing rooms, and tho broadcasting house is slated for complete

remodoling. Tho auditorium stage vnll have new benches, and there will be new

lights at the entrance, in the basement, for the stage, and in the arena, The

publio address systElll will be remodeled and enlarged. More than 50 men from the

relief rolls will be required for six months to complete tho project, The City

of Soattle is providing $4,321 for materials and supplies.

Approximatoly 100 WPA workers will begin the same day improving the grounds

at Firlands Sanitarium, Richmond Highlands, north of Seattle, with a WPA grant

providing $41,254. and the City of Seattle furnishing needed materiuls totaling

$6,735, as project sponsor. The vrork, which will require an ostimated six

months. includes paving the roadway, exoavating, grading, pruning, landseuping,

erecting fences, installing sprinklers and many other incidental tasks en the

grounds of the sanitariUI!l«

--...-00000----
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WPA workers will start construction, about the third week in January,

on a new athletic field for the Meridian school, near Kent, State Works Progress

Administrator Don G. Abel announced today.

Six acres will be cleared, and about two acres landscaped. This will

involve approximately 2,000 cubic yards of excavation and 16,000 square yards

of leveling.

Construction work calls for a tennis court, a 24 by 360 foot running

track and bleachers with a seating capacity of 800 persons. Other items include

a baseball backstop and 1,200 feet of fence surrounding the field.

Sponsorls and Works Progress funds amounting to $19.640 has beon

allocated for this project. Of this amount ~868 has been set aside for the

repair of the sohool's prosent gymnasium.

****************

Starting about January 21, improvements will be undorway at tho Luther

Burbank sohool on Mercer Island. Tho sponsor, Soattle school district #1, has

mado availablo $1,510 for tho purchaso of materials and supplies. To this sum

the Works Progross Administration has allottod $4,750 to covor labor oosts.

The project calls fcr installing 1,300 feot of water pipo and landscaping

approximately 3,750 squaro feet of the grounds~ Tho prosont wator system has

been found insufficient, not only for the sohool's presont daily noeds but to

maintain proper pressure for adequate fire protection.

----00000----
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To revise and modernize oourses of study in use in the state's sohools,

• the University of Washington is sponsoring a WPA projeot to provide employment for

professional, eduoational and olerioal workers to prepare thousands of new "Units

of Study" for distribution to public sohools throughout the state.

The University, in sponsoring this new educational projeot for improvement of

study oourses, has contributed $4,758 for the purchase of materials and supplies.

The Works Progress Administration. aocording to a statement from the office of

State Administrator Don G. Abel~ will invest $14,760 to oover labor oosts.

The projeot is the result of the State Teaohers Assooiation's desiro to

revise the state's study oourses. Many n~r aotivities and subjoots should be
•

brought into oourses of study, old sUbjeots ehanged or omitted. This work will

form a part of a stateoovrido Curriculum Revision Program, and the Currioulum

Laboratory, at tho University, under the supervision of Professor Edgar M. Draper,

Professor of Eduoation. will oontaot various sohool exooutivos to gather ex-

perienoes and judgments, and these findings will form the basis of the work.

WPA workers will summarize and make oopies of the findings. and will furnish

typing. stenographio, mimeographing, oataloging, filing and mailing assistanoe.

•
Eighteen WPA "White Collar" workers ,viII be employed and work is scheduled to begin

about January 21 at 133 Eduoational Hall, University of Washington.

This projeot. said Abel. will extend thrOUghout tho year and is expected to

greatly improve Wasr~ngton's educational system.

----00000--.. -
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Eight nmv ¥fJPA projects, calling for an investment of $52,618 from Federal funds

for additional improvements in Washington's eduoational facilities, were announoed

yesterday by state Works Progress Administrator, Don G. Abel. Four projeots are

slated to begin this week and four next week.

At the Yelm Union High School, improvement in playfield facilities will be made

with $3,768 from WPA funds. As with all the other school projects the sohool district

is sponsor, and the Yelm distriot is providing $531.91 for needed materials. Work

includes reoonstruotion of the ball grounds, football fiold, grand stand and back

stop, as well as landsoaping. ;, WPA crew began work Monday and is expected to

complete the job by April 8.

Four King County projects have been set up to begin January 21. Building

repair and landsoaping at the Falls City School calls for $12,592 from lVPA while the

sponsor is furnishing $156.75. Painting and calcimining are included in the program,

as well as ground-clearing and seeding. This work is expected to be finished by

June 20. Improvement in the Coalfield School playfield will require three months and

$5,405 from WPA. A water system installation is the project for Luther Burbank

Parental School on Mercer Isl~~d. ,VPA is allotting $4,742 for this, while Seattle

sohool district will furnish materials and equipment rentals totaling ~l,5l0. Whore

the new school is being ereoted by WPA at Meridian district, threo miles oast of

Kent, a W~A allotmont of $17,429 has boon made for oonstructing an athletio field.

Sponsor's contribution for this projeot totals $2,212. This job is expected to be

completed by May 20, and the Luther Burbank water system, a month earlier.

Snohomish High Sohool already has a orEW' from tho relief rolls doing various

improvement work on their athletio field, with $1,932 from W~A and $550 from tho

district. Tho work, whioh began Tuesday will require two months.

Under sponsorship of the Spokane school authorities a dozen white collar workers

from rolief rolls this week began organiZing and operating a school library service.

This WPA projeot has been set up for six months wi th $6,120. A similar project for

GranGer High School has been opened with $630 from ¥fJPA.
*••••*.****.
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How to figure your income tax.~ in thirty easy 1eesons•.•• such is

one of the oorrespondence courses now offered by the Works Progres3 Administra-

tion~s Division of Education. under the sponsorship of the University of

Washington, according to a statement released today from the offico of Don G._

Abel, state WPA administrator.

As oach session of Congress continuos to SUbject tho tax laws to modi fica-

tion,. amendment, or repeal,. this course of instruction was designed to keop tho

studont informed of tho most rocont interpretations of this intricate,.

spocia1ized subjoct nbout which thore soems to be end10ss debate.

Texts selected, suer. as Federal Tax Accounting by Sherwood,_ have been

adopted because of their simplicity and 101'/ price,. and for supplementary study,

copies of regulations can be secured from the Bureau of Internal Rcvenue~ other

text books 00.11 be oonsu1ted in the Public end Univorsity libraries.. Such

subjects are treated as Income Tax Legislation, Exemptions. Deductions, Partner-

Ships,. Estates and Trusts, and Accounting Procedure.'

Furthor information regarding the Fodora1 Tax Courso,. or other

corrospondonco courso subjects, can bo socured from tho Works Progress Adminis-

tration, Division of Education and Rooroation. 819 Alaska Building, Seatt10,

Washington.

---00000 --
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Picnickers of the Grays Harbor district may look forward to new

inducements to get out into the open when warm spring days arrive ln 1938.

The WPA has allotted $3.335 for improvement of the recreational camp grounds

at Lake Aberdeen beginning tomorrow, according to an announcement yesterday

at the office of Don G•.Abel, state Works Progress Administrator.

Under the sponsorship of the city of Aberdeen, WPA workers from

relief rolls of the community will put through a project of clearing, grubbing,

excavating, surfacing and placing crains throughout the area. A feature of the

work most pleasing to prospective users of the recreational camp will be the

new kitchen and fireplace the crew will construct, Such improvements have

proven popular throughout the state and have been important factors in sub-

stantial increased use of such camps.

The project will be completed, under present plans, about the middle

of April. Aberdeen isfurniahing $633.60 worth of supplies required for the

---00000---
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Scheduled to start, as a new project about January 26"with employ-

ment of a large number of men, Everett's Forest Park project will be continued

for another eight months was revealed by Works Progress Administrator Don G.

Abel in a statement issued today.

Approval of a new WPA grant of $188,344 to match $18,893 contributed

by the city park department, Everett will take advantage of the good weather

conditions of the Spring and Sllnnner months to rush to complete landscaping

of the city's largest park.

Work will be continued, especially in the lower Pigeon Creek area

below reservoir number one. Additional diversion dams will be constructed

in the lower creek, squater's shacks will be removed, the road to the beach

continued, and the picnic area parked. Shelters will be constructed after the

creek has been confined to its new chAnnel. Landscaping will be continued

on the heights on each side of the creek, foot paths and bridle trails con-

structed.

New work proposed at Forest Park will include construction of rockery

for a new entrance, removal and reconstruction of bear pen, improving of

monkey and bird houses, erection of other small buildings, such as kitchens,

wood storage, sheds and commissary building. toilets and septic tanks and

disposal systems. Other items include construction of tennis courts, moving

and erection of new fences, and laying new vmter lines.

---00000---

Seattle, Washington, January 19, 1938

MC



•

•

IMMED lATE RELEASE

WORKS PRCGRESS ADMINISTRATION
200 Alaska Building

Seattle, Wash.

PR-380

"

/
f
•

"\ •

•

•

•

With a Works Progress Administration grant of $22,232 assured

to carryon Spokane County's work in providing assistance in housework and

care of children in homes of the needy, where the homemaker is temporarily

incapacitated due t~ sickness or confinement, thirty-four women will con-

tinue to be employed throughout Spokane County, was revealed today in a

statement from the office of State Administrator Don G. Abel.

This county-wide V~A project, sponsored by the county commissioners,

will be supervised from Spokane,' and is scheduled to operate until the end

of June.

---00000---
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In Thurston County, this week, WPkworkers began indexing and trans-

cribing county records on a project being sponsored by the county commissioners

to include records extending from the year 1852 to January 1936, according to

a statement from the office of Don G. Abel, State Works Progress Administrator.

With the Thurston County Commissioners contributing $959, and WPA funds

amounting to $2,656, the project is scheduled to prOVide employrn8nt for pro-

fessional workers for a period of nine months.

Records to be checked, transcribed and indexed will include the

Commissioner's minutes, especially those pertaining to the engineer's office;

also engineer's field books for checking of establishment and location of roads.

Proper arrangement of field books will also be made, checked and indexed. The

work will be done under the supervision of the county engineer.

---00000---
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•
The nation's Northeast eorner is desoribed in the latest Amerioan

Guide volume to oome off the presses. "Maine, A Guide Down East", oontains

459 pages of oolorful material on this rugged New England State, prepared

by the Federal Writers' Projeot in Maine.

In addition to essays on Maine's historioal, industrial and

arohiteotural baokgrounds, word piotures of nine oities are given. Soores

of highway tours gUide the visitor to points of interest. A speoial seotion

of the Maine book is devoted to island tours, and there is a lengthy supplement

• dealing with inland and salt water fishing, hunting, oanoeing, hiking and

riding trips in the State.

The Maine Guide was sponsored by the Exeoutive Seoretary of the

Maino Dovelopment Commission. When similar sponsorship by a State agenoy

is obtained hore, tho Washington State Guide book will probably be plaoed

in tho hands of a large eastern publishing house. Final oditing of

Washington's oopy is noaring oompletion.

•
-"--00000---
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the King County commissioner's contribution of $18,224 for materials and

oupplies. units "C" and "0" of King County1s road reconditioning program will

be plaoed in operation about the second week in February, it was announced

today by Don G. Abel, Stato WPA Administrator.

Both units. it is stated. will work on roads in the north district,

from the Seattle city limits to the Snohomish County line. Combined items of

work on these two units call for 22 acres of clearing and grubbing alOng right-

of-Way on approximately eight miles of secondary roads. This also calls

for 28.640 cubic yards of common exoavation and 21,292 cubic yards of dirt

to be moved by equipment, such as bull-dozers. graders and trucks, and 1,730

cubic yards to be handled in installing approximately 2.814 feat of 12" and 18"

oulvort tile for drainage, About 34,382 lineal feot of ditohin£ wld sloping

will be done. and the erection of 2,037 feet of guard rail. It is estimated

that work on Units "C" and "0" will be oomplete::! by July 1st.

I. h -00000----
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Yakima's county-wide wP.A. project to exterminate the coddling moth is

scheduled to begin during the third week of February, with a wP.A.

allocation of $81.920 in federal funds which will be expended entirely for

labor. according to a statement from the office of State wP.A. Administrator

Don. G. Abel, together with a sponsor's grant of $6,450, wblch will be for

equipment rentals and transportation furnished by the State Bureau of

Boritculture in directing the work to control this orchard pest in the State

of fashington.

Infected orchards throughout the county will be carefully inspected,

and if found slightly affected will be scraped, while incurable trees will

be destroyed. Headquarters for purposes of supervision will be located

at Yakima and will be under the direction of members of the staff of the

director of the State Department of Horticulture. who has legal authority

to prosecute the work over the areas involved. It is estimated this work

will be completed about the first of July.

--00000---
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Sponsored by the University of Washington and the U. S. Bureau of Mines, two
ViPA ffwhite collar" projects designed to establish new payrolls and to aid the coal
mining and mineral industries in Washington, are now in operation at the University,
according to WPA administrator Den. G. Abel. Both projects are being jointly sponsored
by the University and the U. S. Bureau of Mines, and the work is being conducted at
the Northwest Experiment Station, established here in 1917 and is one of eleven
stations in the nation, reports H. F. Yancey of the Federal Bureau of Mines, who is
supervising the work of the two projects.

The State of Washington has enormous coal deposits in well known, easily
accessible locations near the state's centers of population, and with this in mind,
the present projects were designed to supply accurate knowledge in order to stimulate
the use of our domestic fuel supplies to increase employment and speed development of
Washington's mining industry.

In a 6S-page report, illustrated with drawings and photographs, which is being
submitted to Washington D. C. for approval. a series of exhaustive experiments have
been concluded on recent investigations conducted by WPA workers on the burning
qualities of various kinds of coal by beth the continuous and intermittent method of
utilizing "overfeed" stokers for domestic use. This report may soon be made available
to the public, as it contains descriptions of testing equipment, facts about coals
tested, testing procedure, and the results obtained by continuous and intermittent
operation. A number of surprising faots of great importanoe have b£en brought out in
the experiments. A fact never before fully understood or appreciated was the
efficienciea of various types of ooal stoking furnaces at "medium and maximum" firing
rates as compared with oil burning furnaces of the intermittent type.

It is also interesting to note that one of the fir.t "underfeed" stokers small
enough·' to be used for domestic residential purp~ses was developed at Seattle in
1912, and that in 1916 a small "overfeed" st~ker was developed, and theSE: two types
are generally considered to represent the beginning of the present domestic stoker
industry in the United States.

The second WPA project being conducted at the University College of Mines is the
study of Washington's non-metalic minerals, such as clays, lime rock, sand, soapstone,
and especially "olivine" which is an Olive-green, or yellowish mineral in crystalized
fibrous form. It is used in certain metallurgical operations and extensive deposits
are kno\7n to exist in the state. The largest is in Western Washington, near Anacortes,
on CY;Jress Island, one of the San Juan grou!, in Puget Sound. The importance of this
derosit lies in its large tonnage and its nearness to tide-water for easy shipment.
Tests of Cypress Island olivine have shown it can withstand a temperature of lS8C
degrees Centigrade. This work is undertaken to determine the extent of these deposits
un':.er the direction of Professor Hewitt Wilson of the Ceramics department of the
T1nhersity. Should the results of this investigation prove that the minerals are to be
found in quantities large enough for commercial use it will mean additionel payrolls
and industries for the state, it is stated.

----00000----
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A large Totem Pole will be hewed by hand from a cedar log by Indian

W.P.A. workers en a project scheduled to get under way at the SWinomish Indian

Reservation, near La Conner, February 11, according to Don ~. Abel, state Works

Pr~gress Administrator. Federal funds totaling $16,093 from WPA have been allotted

for the totem pole and many other improvements on a seTen aere tract.

The pele will depiet the history of the Swincmish tribe from the begin-

ning to date. Other features of the improvement program include building chimneys,

installing plumbing and electric wiring and fixtures and laying a danee floor in

the recreation hall. The crew, will also shingle and paint the roof and paint the

building. The ball park will be graded and fenced, and movable bleachers will

be erected. More than 7,000 cubic yards of excavation will be required on the

ball field.

The U. S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs is

aponsoring the project and is contributing $3,904.65 for equipment rentals and

construction materials.

Indians who are at present certified and employed on WPA will be

utilized on this project wherever available, says Abel, especially for such work

as the totElll pole carvings. The work is scheduled for completion by June 30,

---00000--
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The expression ~oor Fish" is fast becoming devoid

Uncle Sam's activities in behalf of the fish family been

•

present in the State of Washington and Alaska.

Acc~rding to state Works Progress Administrator Don G. Abel, WPA workers now

engaged in checking data collected by the U. S. Bureau of Fisheries have discovered

that during the past six years, rail and water shipments from Seattle and Bellingham

total more than ten million cases of salmon, valued at more than fifty million dollars.

Fisheries Bureau officials, assisted by wrA workers familiar with the technical

details of the problems involved, have completed a report on the bureau's economic

survey of the salmon industry for the Department of Commerce, according to Fred J.

Foster, Regional Director of the Bureau of Fisheries for the eleven western states

and Alaska. Much of the data for this survey has been taken from findings gathered

by the bureau since 1909. and is being used in investigations now being conducted

• regarding the salmon population of Alaskan waters, in order to stabilize the "take"

in relation to the yearly run of salmen in southwestern Alaska. The ultimate purpose

of this investigation is to protect the salmon fishing industry from extinction, and

this is especially important, at this time, in view of the contrcversy now arising

over alleged raiding operations in Alaskan waters.

WPA laboratory workers employed at the Fisheries Bureau headquarters, near the

University at Seattle, have oompleted preparation of "fish scale" exhibits fer

laboratory tests to determine the age of fish taken in southwe.tern Alaska. Carefully
•

selected specimens of salmon scales are sealed between glass slides in a solution of

sodium silicate and when examined under a microscope the scales tell e great many facts

concerning the life story of the Alaskan salmon.

Under the direction of R. W. Harrison, chief of the bureau's laboratory, WPA

chemists and assistants are investigating the food ~lue of the flesh of the salmon

during different periods of the fishing season, as the fish undergo great changes

• between the first days of the catch and the ond of the run.

---0000000----
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With not one fatal accident for the year 1937 the Works Progress Administration
of Washington today claimed the most outstanding snfety record of any other state in
the nE'tion.

Don G. Abel, State Administrator, declared that with an average of 28,644 WPA
employees uorking 30,668,993 man hours during the past year in Washington, the record
of no fatalities is unequaled ~here. "Considering that the workers are drawn from
all walks of life and sometimes unsuited to the type of work to be performed, the
accident prevention record is one of which we can be justly proud, II Abel said.

In a report released today by ~el from the cffice of R. P. Duncan, State Safety
Consultant, of the Works Progress Administration, it is shewn in a comparison between
private industry and WP4 construction projects that the likelihood of injury in
privete employment is much greater tha~ in WPA work. These facts are disolosed in
tables compiled by both the Department of Labor and Industries and the Safety
Department of the 7IP4. Outstanding is the difference in frequency rate per 1,000,000
man hours worked. The table shews the industries of the State have nearly three times
as many lost-time accidents as the WP4, six tioes as many permanent pprtial disability
cases and nine and one-half fatal accidents for everyone oc~ring in ~4 employment.

One of the most reliable tests in dete~ining the standard of efficiency of any
safety ~ork is the permanent partial disability rating and the small nunber of
fatalities. The Works Progress 4dcinistration, like private industry, carries on a
broad diversity of work throughout the State, embracing employment of all degrees of
hazard. 4 partial en~eration of work projects includes the construction end
demolition of bUildings end bridges; miles of trenches dug for ilide control; con­
struction of tunnels, sewer pnd water lines, ~ch of which is through solid rock and
hard pan foroation, requiring blasting, flocd control and river work including pile
driVing, rip-rapping, rock, concrete, brush and plpnk bulkheads and revetments;
ditching, draining, land clearing for roads, airports; recreation grounds ~~d buildings
involving logging operations, falling timber ~d blasting stumps as large as ten
feet in diameter; blasting rock fron mountain sides for rip-rep, transporting rock,
gravel and dirt by wheelbarrow, horse tea::s, trucks; industrial railroads, using
ste~ locomotives ~~d scows using a variety of D2chinery and equipment in moving and
pIecing naterials.

"This impressive record is due to the constant ar.d intensive work of the ~?4

Safety Denartnent, coobined with the cooperation of projeot enfineers and fore~ and
in the treininc of project workers in the use of their equipment and in caking sefe
workinG condition a basic require:::ent on 1'.11 pre jects." '!r" believe in preventine
accidents before they occur," 4bel stated.
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A national literary publication, written in spare time by workers of

the wPA Federal Writers' Project, will come from the presses during February.

The pUblication will appear as a non-profit guest issue of "Direction", a

newly launched periodical of art, literature, and general culture. It will

bear the sub-title "American Stuff", which was the name of the Writers'

Project anthology of creative material pUblished by Viking Press last fall.

"American Stuff" will contain a selection of short stories, poetry,

literary criticism, folk-lore and report inc. by writers from every part of

the nation. It is hoped that several contributions from Washington State

will be included.

In addition to 128 pages of reading material, there will be eight new

reproductions of lithographs, by artists of the ~A Federal Art Project.

The Editorial Advisory Board for the publication is heeded by Henry G. Alsberg,

Federal Director of the Writers' Project. Chairman of the sponsoring

committee is Franklin P. Adams, noted New York columnist and author. This

special issue will be on sale to the general pUblic at the price of 25 cents •

--000000000--

•

Seattle, ~eshington, February 16, 1938
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WORKS ProGRESS .lDI<iINISTRATION
200 !laska Building
Seattle. Washington

." . /
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To aid in the fight against the destructive effects of slides

in Seattle, the WP~ has allotted $55,522 for two street and sewer

projects to begin this week, Don G. ~bel, state Works Progress Adminis-

trator announced yesterday,

~ seWer will be constructed from 39th and ~ericus Street to

42nd ~venue South, and will keep a crew busy for at least two months.

under present plans. Engineers on the project predict some tough

digging problems will be involved, which includes drillinf through solid

rock at several stages of the work.

To stop serious earth slides and threats Of slides on Ravenna

~venue. between East 45th and East 52nd street, a WPA crew has started

a heavy schedule of excavation. pipelaying end backfill work, expected

to take four months. The draining of sub-strata under the threatening

areas ~ill be effected by the ditching and pipe installation, ~bel said.

The city is providing the materiels and needed equipment with

funds totalling $20.352.38.

-00000--

Seattle, Washington, February 24, 1938
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200 AlII.. :BulU~
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of SU2,OOO h: 'f!'J. rw:ds, it .... lUU:CWleed yester'dq b,. 1lIl.n I). Abel, .tata t:orh

P"'crall .tA:=lt:: ht rator.

'1'1'0 of the pTOJI;!eh an .et up to baclro tc.cerrc.. , at 0l~1.... ith a i:;.L

crant of $16,712. e:ld at IUltcn ..ith $J7.llo6J Ie :raden.1 fWll!.l. Tood .t.......eter

..tn. lill ba replaced ..ith celt ire.. aelnl 0:: YBrloul Itr...t. I.. the .tat. c.pltal,

"hteh h IIlpeeted t .. take abollt folLl' lIIO.. th_, ar.d directly benefit 2,000 peno....

Vater1all aIld ...mtal of equtpDllnt .. Ul be prorlded by e city ll'!1Prol'rll1Hon of $15,J4Z.

City official. IaJ' tbe Il:prtl"ellloent "111 IIld In re.mcir~ "liter oe.te.

By utllhll"l€ e"ery poll1bll f ...cUity the !.lUto" proJeet ..Ill be speed.ed up

to oompletioe b)' June '0, r.Jld benofit ....proxlllll\tely "SOt re.Uanla. 118terl"h for

the noen.truction, Md exten.lon of the ....tor IYlt"", ..Ill be l\lr1l1l!led by t!l8 city

..hleb ....pon.or 11 c.a.klll&" eentribuUoll of :J2ll,258.20.

projact .let.d to s:.. t =der"83 in .....rlou••eetion. of t!>l' city, hb.....,.rr 26. ;;J:..

f\1;I.d. toWll.Dc $22,446 .. ill pr091a the lAbor. 'I'!:>e cit7 11 Ilpproprhlti.,,; S50.646.25

for lqulpDal:t rodlll_ ..11:1 _terlall. proJrct lIlptl-r-rlac.,. utt:M..te the Job t<tU be

cc=pllte by JUDe I,.

SJ4.041 f"-If?.l.. ~t. col:ltnlO'tlot. feature 11 tbe ercctiOI: of e 6c,C«I pUon

sUI1!.anll:. !'Io ...U ...Ul ba d.rlU.d. Pucp hou..,., a pu=p1nc- pl~t. II ~ih stlltlo"

follDll.llttoll Md li5 ~te .."'" 11.t.d ill the acbad.ul.. 'I'h8:!'ol ere. .. Ul 1'1 .. lll,y

27,810 lin.1ll reet cf new Ile.l "Plt.r plpo, 11th 23C 'CrTic.. conn.ctio"s. l.iGre thlo"

2,000 residents lill direotly beneftt ~rcm the tqpro~ent. Lo"ell city fllth6rl ta~

approprl"-hd $50,646.25 to a..urll IIlff1clent ::I!"terillli.

llP,l also be,;iDI Improv....ent of til", Coupeville " .. ter 1~lte=, i.ll'rch 4, .. It~

--ooCoo­
Slattle. Tll.I.hlll6tOIl, r8bruftr)' 24. 19J1l
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The fi~.t c~cDlete guirlebook ce.crl~ W~ahlngton state wl11 be ,pen,~rerl

\y the Stllte prcgreBB camel ••1en ae a part of ite 19,8 pr~gr~, Den G. Abel. Stete

A&mi"iBtrl'lter anneunced todfty.

Entitled "'.... lIington: A (lulde te tile ??ergreen Stete-, the v~lUl:le h ene

of the _erlean Guide le~lee bel,,& p~epared by the VA. Fcde~fIl Writere' Project.

Tile bock, noo undercoing fin",l clleckln,t1;, lIill contdn 2OO,OOC wOrde ef contempor,,-~y

end historicel materlel, oith Ipecial emphael8 on tOurB to every point of intere.t

"Unin the Sttlte'8 boundariee. There rill bo 100 Ulll.trtlUon. and 12 W\Jlh

.l1relld$ gu.ideboot:. to ldahe end the New Ene).lUId .tete. ere eff the pren

R.Ild have rec.lwd III\lcb fllvo~~ble ceClllent. It 18 believed publiclltlon of tho

Weehington book will brlng the Stete natienwlde pUblicity.

The IpOnecrehlp egrellJllent "'81 til:lled by EriC .A.. Jehr18toll, Ct'ol\ll11lan of the

~rogTe.e ~ieei~n, fcll~wint an uneni=ou. vote by the menberehlp of the ~up

for publiclltioll, end the Weehington volu=. DRY pppear on the lete ep~ln« liet

of one of the country' e lllrger publiehlng heu8ee.

A. State Advi80ry Benrd of proclnent _eehlngton citlzcne henrled by Gcverner

Clarence D. waxtln ~e bcon Ilsked to pll.e upon the (luid.e eepy. Othe~ aeobere

of the eocclttee Ilre W~e. Eelle Reeve8, Seeretllry ef State; Dr. L. P. Sleg,

B~etton, i&itQAll COllege; Rev. L. J. BDblnBoll, S. J., Gcnle~ uniTe~8ity ~d

1'. 1/. Hull, 1:n8 Publicity CM.il':Y'.n, Seettle Cllftcbe~ er CCuerce.

Weterlel for the 'nehincton Guide bA. b~en co~ilod and edlte~ un~er the

8upcrvicien ef JC:;le! .:. Egan. etete dlrecter ef the .rltere' P~eject an~ e

""t1en~.ll,. Imo"" "~1ter ",,01 ne"epnper::llUl ,,110 hae reelded in oeehlngtcn fer 40

ye~~.. The Fe~r~l director of the project 1. Henry G. !labarg of ~aahlr~n, D.C.

__00000--

"'oattle, ;uhill4;t<ln, Feb~llUry 24, 1938
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'ftSJ:S PilOGR!SS .LiJilIItS'l"!W'lO'
200 ~.w BJ,lldl/lC
$efl.tUa, 'l'uhlr.ctc"

recelpt of a te1l!cr_ fl"OC sentor HIlaer t. Bo"., aZlZlOU"el."C

pra,ldent1~l eppl"O~ of $2}6,l}l ,tate-.1de flood ccntl"Ol ftllot-

cent.

when ~er to life or GraTe rlak to property 1, encendered by

floed or thftw cendit1one," A.bel 11I1d. "Tlle p\U"Jlele h to lIlnka

f\mdl ave.ll~ble 10 that "erker. in tb.e 1J:l::led1r.te 'Il.cln1ty of the

flood ean be b ...ed1l1toly trMlferred fl"O.lIl eny pl"Oject to thl

BH
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lIOHl:S PJIlG!l:tSS llIIIJJS'i'R.U'IOIl
2CO ll.8kIl BUld11l1:
SeBttle, 1••bJneton

J.n ~e:811" of 7,000 \..II ' ..hlr>«tcnl. eaplO7"A'Dt cpch for

lliereh w". annow,,::d y..ter4ll3' by Den G. Abel, Stet. J.dIo11l.1.tn:tor

of the 'orks pr'C&ren .A.d:.1nhtnlUon.

Ee .ai4 thAt iobert E. Binckle7, ".lltant ~ln1Itr.tor fo:

tile totlll n="ber of rellof worken in thil atate up to =on than

Abel 4e<:1 ....e4 tM.t the new qllOtll ..Ul ellllble him to ellploy

'lOit of tllele ... lready ce:tU'1ed for T!!>A cork •

"
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lfORlS PBOGIllSS .l.lIIIJ'ISi'R.l'l'IO\;;'_. -TON200 JJ.llIlca 1lll1l111lll; •• _ .....

sa.,ttl., .1III1I1/lC\0l'l STA'::i:

UE!'"J,pty,

P&.J97

•

elth t25.719 in sponsor" fUndi Eor ...tcdall and Iq'li..-t ncta!.,

",lId 1111 be lJIlpro'nld. J.bout ten aer.. of rlpt-of-Iq _U1 b'

elUTed in rMll&ft111t!nt of eun'U end prodd1nc lldoqlll'tte 4nItnat;e.

"ork In ste..~n. CcuntJ '11'111 be oountT~,.tdfl in "",Unt, Md CAll' for

c.le"rln«, l!:nlbbtlll':, cl.TalntDfj Iml. ....rfllclna on road, dodcnetoll by tbe

oount7 C~l'ltoller.. IP~ fUnd' of $51.eg4 hftve been allotted tbt, work.

11nC ~tJ r,,"d lork 1111 he etarted in the co~t••lon.r.' third

dhtrlet, tn the rlolett, of Itrltland, JUanita a.'1d ;eocUllvtlle, end nall.

fer phctn,; lecollda17 co\Jllt7 R14, up to d&"dard aptc1fh,,,t1onl b1

ShiUe, "Uh1llctOIl, rabrwll'7 25, 19}1l
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"ORIS I'ROGRlSS JJlMIHIS'l'IW'ION
20C !leaka Bul1dl~

Seattle, iaehtncton
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ProgTe,. ~lnl.trator Don G. Abel au scheduled to ctart about the

firet of watch. One project, near &edmond In King County. ha_ been

allocated $11,125 in il'A (mol_ to me.tch $1,6«5 furnished by the

-rJoneor', Mol 1n laltern 'il\llbin;;:ton a $2,251 allotment 11'1'1. lIlsde tbe

city of Wolle flllla, dtb $1,961.51 tll be pl"QV'1ded by the sponsor.

At Re~nd work 8111 include an addItIon to the caretaker'.

hoUI', erecting e weter tOBer, in,talling a gprlnkler ~.telll and

phmbillt. con.tructing rOll.de, picnic .haltaru and kitchen, cleartll&.

eX~V8t1ng ~d doin;;: other incidental ~rk in beautifying the grounde.

For the Shdiu:;l Fl'lrk. et OI',,11e 0',11111, hPj. nrkere "Ill conltruet

--00000--

seattle, "'"ah1llttoo, J'ebl'Ullr'Y 25. l~JS
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'i'he C1t:r of 1_1&4 •• btl.a uantad $22,4b6 1ll fedAral

t"w:lda b7 the wPJ. to _tch a -s>clI.clr" Fledge of $30,6111 .40,

cor4lnt; to Dc.. C• .lb,l, SbU York. l'rClgno.. Ml:olnhtrator.

York is schedUled to ba«10 about KBrch firet ~d w111

IIIlploy approll:tl:'.lltely 120 men for about four month.. Preteot

work .111 be wltbio the area bounded b1 ~letoo Drl~o. $u3mltTlew,

34th .LTeIl'" and Stanley Eoulonrd. and rill 'OM'll to br1r.c an

adequate ~ply of wetar for dec,.tle ueea and fire protectton

to appro:dmltelT 5,000 penon, lh1nt; within the dhtrl<::t.

5efttUc, ••shlfl~D. IIareh 2, 1938
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,
Star-tlDE: earl)' 111 lIarc:b, VA _on:lIn .111 Ullde'H.ak.a...buUdlnc CI'ld

phytleld lJ:opro"""cllh fCll' tll1'oe rllrlll 1O(Iitern "".h1Il4ltGll ."boeh,

reperts st.te irA ~11l1.tr.tor Doll G. Abel.

fote.l t;nU>h, lllcllldlCC ..,oIlier" eonlrl.b-.1tlC1'!I, will ~t to

201, at SCOqud:la, ptt1.l>& $lO.5}l.90. ?he ,Lah!ord dietnet. }JI,

111 'terce Co\>.!ltJ'. hal b..,,, gntehd tT25 in tedel',.l l"wlda.

At £I.lburn 1P.I. IfOr1<Ort will claar M eddl Halla! t.o Ilnd I! half

of ohctrlcal equipment, II. en bot ,""tel' t.-tlnc: qatac, auto::atlcall:r

Ilnloted. Ot!lef .ark .111 be!ud.e plUl:lbll:« repool.U, p"lnUnt: Mil. fmoe..

4t tI.. .laht'oZ'1l. lebo01, tl.- Jlee~atloll>ll BuUdl.lI4 of the leboal

fOlmdeU.Il bloc:itl b(>11....th the C'="-1l.U:. lXber .o~ Cf>.J.l. for ceill!l4;

Softttle, ....hinstOll. Kftreb 2, 193!

"


