October 27, 1939
IMMEDIATE RELEASE PR-868

Completion of the new, modernistic, one-~story frame construction, bathhouse

at the Cashmere swimming pool; reconstruction of the 50x100 foot tank and the fence

surrounding the pool, have been completed by WPA workmen, it was announced by Don
G. Abel, state Work Projects Administrator.

The only remaining work to be completed, according to present plans, is land~
scapings Funds expended for this project total $27,211, of which $19,549 were WPA
funds and Sponsor's contribution of $7,662.

Other WPA swimming pool projects completed in the State of Washington include
those which have operated at Wenatchee, Cle Elum, Toppenish, Wapato, Granger and
North Bende
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RELEASE ON OR AFTER
SUNDAY PR=870
October 29, 1939

More than 1,500 boys of grade school age, from fourteen communities of King
county, outside Seattley will be guests of the University of Washington at the lion=
tana~Washington football game Saturday, November 4, at Seattle. But the boys.'and
hundreds of adults, too, will be in their seats long before the game begins, to cheer
themselves hoarse for taeir favorite local champion in the county-wide finals of the
"Porky Pigskin' Grid Contest scheduled to begin at 11:00 Al

The football game invitations will go to all boys who have participated in the
semi-finals to be complcted in the various communities by Friday, November 3, under
the guidance of WPA recreational leaders in cooperation with local sponsors such as
recreational councilse

Semi-finals in the Porky-Pigskin contest were held tne past week at Bellevue,
Mount Viewy Lake Burien, ctoulevard Park, Lake Forest Park, Redmond; Rose Hill, Hobart
and Black Diamonde Similar contests for this week arce scheduled as followst: tomorrow,
Briscoe School; Tuesdays Algonal Wednesday, Kennydaley Thursday, Sunnydale, and
Friday, Ronals All local contests begln promptly at 3:00 P«M.

Winners in the local meets will enter the final contest at the stadium on the
University of Washington campusy Saturday. Don G« Abel, state Werk Projects Adminis-
trator, said that all ecntrants must be prescnt 15 minutes before eleven o'clocke
Abel said events willl include passing, drop kick and placec kick, 1H yards each; punt-
ing for distence; and minimum forward progress of ball not less than 20 yardse Onc
free try, not to be scored, will bc allowed in each event.

All prizes for the semi~finals and finals will bDe awarded at the conclusion of

the finals in the stadiu.
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PRCPERT Y

AN INVERTORY REPCRT OF T*] ACCO%PLIQHMJTT Of THE WORX PROJECTE
ADMINISTRATICN IN THE STAYE OF WASZIKGTON JURIFG THE FOUR~AND

ONE-HALF YEARS IN WHICH THE WPA EAS BEZN IN OPZRATION, JULY 1,

1935 TO JANUARY 1, 1940.

H

The Work Projects Administration in four ard one half years of operation in
this state has built 555 publiec btuildings and reconsiructed and modernized &80 other
public buildings, according to a physical accomplishment report made public yesterday
by Carl W. Smith, acting state WPA Administrator, which covers all WPA activities
since the beginning of the program, to January 1, 1940.

The largest single item of direct physical accomplishment under WPA in
Washington was the construction or improvement cf 9,214 miles of highways, roads and
streets. Other major activities have included 280 miles of sewers, 512 miles of
water systems and 14,971 sanitary units in rural or suburban areas where sewers do
not exist or are not feasible.

A statc-wide WPA program for conservation of natural resources has included
huge floed control jobs, principally in various localities of western Washington
where heavy precipitation has caused erormous property darmage. WPA has built 2le 3
miles and reconstructed 73 miles of stream and river levees and embankments. New
jetties and breakwaters, totalling 6,220 fect, and 1,320 feet of reconstruction of
this type are included in this rehabilitation worke Stream bed improvements total
f4o miles, mostly in Walla Walla, Clallam, Cowlitz, Snohomish and Skagit counties.
Twenty-four new dems were erected for conservation, flood anc erosion control. Re-
taining walls and revetments total 272 miles of new construction and 13,305 feet of
improvement. Under these projects, 1,164,554 square yards of riprap have been made
or reconstructed for the protzction of stream banks. 4 total of 184 miles of river
bank and shore improvcment have already been complctec.

Tn addition to the flood control projocts, 35,342 acres of land have becn
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newly drained and other systems for drainage have been completely renovated and re-
constructed covering an additional 130,600 acres. The new projects required sixty-
five and one half miles of ditch and a like amount of pipe, while the rehabilitation
work called for 254 miles of ditch reconstruction.

A huge program of irrigation rehabilitation has been under way in eastorn Wash-
ington. Two hundred forty-two miles of ditch, canal, pipe-line and flume have been
built or improved to rehabilitate 172,155 acres and extend the systems to include an

additional 17,031 acres.

In addition to the labor projects, a huge Professional, Service and Educational
program has been under way by WPA in this state. WPA workers have canned 1,766,933
quarts and dried 855 pounds of donated and surplus food-stuffs for the preparation of
free hot school lunches and for t he needy. WPA has helped 800 unlettered Washington
residents to become literate, and 4,119 enrollees in naturalization classes have been
instructed in citizenship so they could easily pass examinations later to become
United States citizens. WPA women have prepared and served 9,734,100 free hot lunches
for children in public schools throughout Washington. There are 35,404 of these
lunches now being served daily in 379 schools. |

Under WPA sewing projects, 3,690,231 garments have becn made, to date, for needy
Washington residonts, as well as 869,133 other cloth articles

Middle-aged, experienced Housekeeping Aides have becn assigned by WPA to
265.9h5 visits to assist in motherless homes or where the home-maker is temporarily
incapacitated.

Vast Washington mineral resources have been made accessible for the first time
through WPA construction of mine-to-market roads. Hundreds of miles of farm-to-market
roads have facilitated marketing of produce and shortened and made safer the routes
for many school busses and more remote motor travel. A total of 7,448 miles of rural
roads have been built or improved with 498 miles of new paving and 72 miles of

reconstructed paving. WPA crews have laid or improved 1,496 miles of city streets

(nore)



WPA Accomplishments in PR # 996
State of Washington

-5
and alleys, including 1U7 miles of new paving. The largest WPA job of city paving
has been in Bremerton. More than 270 nmiles of miscellaneous roads have been con=-
structed in parks of Washington.

The huge road and street undortakings by WPA in this state have included the
construction or improvement of 734 bridges and viaducts, of which four have been
steel and ten masonry. The total viaduct and bridge construction and improvement
has aggregated 65,190 feets Road construction has also included 22,082 new culverts
totalling 693,769 feet, and 493 improved culverts of 19,787 feet combined length.
Ditch and pipe construction for road-side drainage has aggregated 2,143 miles of new
work and 2,440 miles of rchabilitation.

Crews of WPA workers have built 266 miles of new side walks and paths and
widened, straightened and graded 30 additional milese A large proportion of this
program has becen in suburben arcase In the improved districts children now enjoy
safer, drier routes to schools There have been 230 miles of new curbs and 15 miles
of gutters laide Seven-and-one-half miles of streets have been equipped for the
first time with street lighting and 18.5 miles have had lighting improvement through
the installation by WPA of 381 light standards and modernization of U475 otherse

A total of 4,510 traffic and road signs have been erected and 542 miles of road-
side landscaping improvement have been done.

Under the public building cons truction program WPA has erected 28 new school
structures, improved 434 others and dbuilt 17 school additions to extend the facilitier
of the Washington educational systems Twenty-one libraries were rebuilt and an
addition made on another.

To advance recreational facilitics, WPA built four school auditoriums, improved

eight and enlarged one; erected 18 gymnasiums, improved 45 and enlarged seven.

(more)
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A total of 196 other recreational buildings were sroctcd, 75 improved and four on-
larged.

Other WPA construction included office and administrative buildings, 28 new,

19 reconstructed and two additions; hospitals, five new and 13 reconstructed; penal
institutions, two new and two reconstructed; fire houses, two new and seven re-
constructed; municipal, county or school garages, 52 new, 17 modernized and one en—
larged; storage buildings, Y4 new and 32 remodeled. Five armories were reconstructed.
There was also a miscellaneous total of 176 new, 200 reconstructed and four additions
made on other buildingse WPA crews have demolished 76 out-moded and condemned
structures from which all possible materials were salvaged for new construction in
the communitics.

Forty-cight new stadiums, grand-stands and blcachers have been constructed by
WPA in Washington with an aggfegate seating capacity of 80,360. An additional
126,010 seats have been provided through the complete reconstruction and improvement
of totally run-down grand-stands and bleachers. Two ncw additions have enlarged
this capacity another 43,120 seats. WPA has reconstructed and modernized six fair
grounds in this state with a total area of 260 acres. One hundred fifty-eight parks,
comprising 4,865 acres have been built, reconstructed or improved.

Playgrounds and athletic fields and all types of outdoor recreational facilities
have received major attention under the four and one half years of WPA activities.
Many remote or small communities have received their first facilities of this kind
throuzh the WPA program. Three hundred sixty-two playgrounds have been built or
improved by WPA crews, of which.all but 4O have been on school grounds.

WPA has built 83 new athletic fields and improved 115 with a total area of 810
acres. Most of the athletic field improvements werc complete transformations of

"sand-lot" bascball fields into modern athletic centers which provide wide and
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varied recreational opportunities for the entire community. Among the most notable
WPA athletic field developments are those in West Seattle, Eoquiam and Vancouvere.
Other construction included 23 new handball courts, 48 horse-shoe pitching courts,

216 tennis courts and 20 reconstructed courts. Seventeen new swimming pools have bee:
built totalling 62,541 square feet in area. Two pools have been reconstructed with a
total area of 6,800 square fect. Fourteen new wading pools, with an area of 57,950
square feet, have been constructed and onc repbuilt.

Among the unusual WPA-built recreational facilities are a ski jump, ski trails
and ski lodge at Blewett Pass. WPA crews have also built three outdoor theatres,
made 11 new public golf coursos and rehabilitated five golf coursess The new golf
courses have a total of 101 holes and 552 acres. The rehabilitated courses total 63
holes and 894 acrese.

Thirty-seven uiility plants have been built by WPA and two improved. Among
these are three electric power plants, cleven new incinerator plants, twelve sewage
treatment plants and eleven new pumping stations with a total capacity of 6,163,000
gellons. Two water treatment plants have been built with a combined daily capacity
of 15,000 gallons. New water system installations include 478 miles new and 34 miles
reconstructed water lines, 4,548 additional consumer connections and 3,031 recon-
structed. WPA crews have dug 47 wells and reopened four more to furnish water supply
where a larger water system was impracticable. Forty-four storage tanks, s tand pipes
cisterns and reservoirs have been built with a total capacity of 27,426,000 gallons
and eight others have been improved, with a capacity of 1,748,000 gallonse Three
storage dams, totalling 130,690 acre feet in size have been built and another with
25,000 acre-feet reconstructed.

The sewer program under WPA is a story of wide-spread undertakings for improv-
ing sanitary conditions in this states In the 280 miles of sewers laid or recon-
structed by WPA, there have been 3,088 new service connections and 530 reconstructed

connectionse There have a2lso been installed in the storm sewers
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5, TU8 ﬁan holes and catch basins and 195 others have boon rcbuilt.

A complcte now firec alarm system has been constructed at Everctt by WPA as tho
principal projoct in 8U4 miles of this type of instellation in Washington.

Ninc playficlds of Washingten have been flood lighted through WPA projocts,
the lantest of which was dedicated ot Mercer Playficld in Scattlc this month. The
total floed light instollation will illuminate, for night recreational acvivities,
over 1,657 acres.

For fire protection WPA has constructed 23 miles of firc breeciks and 119.5
miles of firc and forest trails.

Onec of thc most unusuzl of all the WPA projects was one for the extermination
of 1,000,000 rats in Seattle, early in the Federal work prograu.

As a part of a nation~wide program to increase airplane landing facilities,
¥PA has ccnstructed five new, reconstructed seven and enlarged two airport and
larding fields, includirg 1,300 acre McChord army, Sand Point naval, 640 acre
Snohomish county and 236 acre Whatcom county airports. To date o total of 43,480
feet of new airfiecld runways and 4,400 fcet of runway improvements have been made by
WPA. Of the new runway construction, 16,480 feet have been paved. Six new airport
hangars have been erected by WPA, 519 airfield boundary lights installed, two air-
way beacons placed arnd 304 airway markers set.

General landscapirg and beautification work, in addition to park and playground
improvements, amount t more than 2,660 acres. Crews have built L1 ornamental
pocls and fountains, 33 historicel rarkers, 164 miles of new fence, such as those
around playgrounds and 110 miles of reconstructed fences Thirteen tunnels,
ageregating 2,660 feet have been dug as parts of drainage and irrigation projects
and snother tunnel 265 feet in length has been completely rebuilt.

Ten new piers have been constructed and ten reconstructed, totalling 14,131
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feet of water front, notably for Ports of Seattle, Olympia and Bellingham.

The workers on the WPA Women's and Professional projects carry on a continuous
program both of physical accomplishments and vital services.s Since the beginning
of the program WPA sewing room projects have made 818,652 garments for men, 916,96u
for women, 7h4l,258 for boys and 496,192 for girls. WPA women also made 4,495
infant's layettes and 709,690 other garments for infants. Forty-six mattresses have
been made for the necdy as well as 3,033 cotton pads, 61,310 comforters mmd 80U, Thk
miscellancous cloth articles.

On the state-wide library project, clerical workcrs have catalogued 1,715,991
volumes and renovated 1,161,994 bookse Of the renovation woark 311,841 were public
school library volumes. The WPA also assisted in the circulation of 5,108 books in
65 units, of which two are bookmobiles. From these two motorized libraries eager
readers in renote districts in Spokane, Grays Harbor, Thurston and Mason counties
take out an average of 4,857 books monthly.

WPA operated training homes at Seattle, Tacoma, Everett, Spokane and Yakima to
teach young, needy women how to becorne efficient household erployees with a view
to assigning them to private employments The three month's course has been completed
by 477 compensated trainees and 1li uncompensated trainees who were recommended throug
such agencies as the Yo We Co As Of this number 297 initial placements have been
made of compensated trainees and nine of the uncompensated trainees. Most of the
others marricd and werc better fitted to run their own houscholds as a result of
this training.

About 600 WPA leaders conduct leisure-time recreational activities for city,
suburban and rural communities throughout the State.

The largest program of adult education in the state of Washington is carried
on by the WPA with 31,933 persons over 16 years of age now attending 1,859 WPA adult
educational classcse Instruction is divided into 62 classes for literacy attended

by 988 persons; 186 classes in naturalization with 2,559 enrollees; parent education
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A huge program of permanent Spokane county improvements, created tﬁrﬁu@h-
the diligent labor of hundreds of Work Projects Administration workers has brought
benefits to thls county that it otherwise would have taken years to achieve, accord-
ing to Carl W. Smith, acting state WPA administrator.

Smith listed WPA accomplishments in Spokane county yosterday as a part eof
a national survey covering WPA projects from its inception four-and-onc-half years
ago to January 1, and pointed out that omployment of othcrwise unemployed residents
in the many uscful WPA undertakings has helpod the county koep pace with the rapid
growth of the Inland Empirec.

During this period Spokane county has acquired, through WPA, 550 miles of
roads and new or greatly improved streets, 85 new or modernized public buildings,

27 miles of new or rehabilitated irrigation canals, flume or pipeline, watering
over 25,000 acres; water and scwer systems, athletic fields, parks, playgrounds and
essential services such as surveys, research projects and social, health and
cducational assistance.

Each day almost cvery resident of the county enjoys some improvemcnt
offected by the extensive WPA program.

The modernization and extension of the road system of the county consists
of 460 miles of farm and mine~to-market roads. These roads were newly built or
straightened, graded, drained and gravel-surfaced to make them safe for passage
in wet weather. Many dangerous curves were eliminated. The best known road project
was the relocation of the first 10 miles of the Palouse highway running south from
Spokanc towards Latah. During operation of this job 2,000 degrees of curvaturc were
eliminated. Thec road now has no curve over six degreos and no grade of more than
six pcrconte.

Thege improvements have included the laying of over 139 culverts, mostly
metal, and the landscaping of more than 125 acres of roadside.
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At present WPA is operating a county-wide road improvement project to
realign highways, do away with narrow places and curves and grade and gravel more
than 140 miles. Of this distance approximately 42 miles will be oiled. The project
is already over 80 percent complete.

In addition to road work nearly 90 miles of streets were graded and gravel-
ed under a series of WPA projects, principally in the City of Spokane. Largest of
these jobs called for 100 miles of street work and six miles of curbs in Spokane.
Sixty miles of the undertaking have been completed. This project was suspended last
May but recently reopened. In Deer Park and Medical Lake two miles of streets were
improved. Nearly six miles of roads were constructed in parks near Spokane.

One of the most important fields of WPA assistance in Spokane county has
been irrigation rehabilitation. Prior to WPA, irrigation systems of the county had
fallen into disrepair and few extensions had been made. To remedy this, Federal
funds were allocated to assist the various districts. In the WPA period of four-and-
one-half years 17 miles of new canals, pipelines and flume have becn constructed,
watering 7,280 acres. More than 10 miles of existing ditch and canal system, serving
16,850 acres were rehabilitated and improved.

There were five WPA irrigation system projects in the Greenacres district.
Flumes were built, canals lined, ditches cleared, wood pipe replaced with concrete,
irrigation devices installed and dikes constructed at Otis Orchard, East Farms,
Carnhope, Trentwood, Dishman, Pasadcna Park, Veradalc and Spokane Valley Irrigation
districts. At Lake Newman a2 mile-and-one-half of dike was built impounding a lake
of 25,000 acre feet. Outlet channels were cleared for the district totelling 6,000
feet.

At present there are eight WPA projects in operation bringing still further
improvements to tho various Spokane irrigation districts. These include canal and

some pipe line improvements for Otis Orchard, Spokane Irrigation district, Greenacres,
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East Farms, West Farms and Trentwoed. Dishman and Pasadena Park have irrigation and

domestic wator projectse.

Few cities have had more extensive rehabilitation by WPA of water and sewer
systems than Spokane. During the first two years of WPA U2 miles of sewers were
laid to meet an acute situation threatening civic development.e At present two
projects are in opecration; one to provide lateral and the other intercepting sewers
totalling 25 miles. Another similar projoct has been approved by WPA for future
operation. A total of 70 miles of sowors, 248 scrvice connections and 749 manholes
and catch basins had been constructed up to January 1 in Spokane county. All of the
work was done in Spokane and its suburbs except a few miles in Cheney.

Water mains totalling 25 miles, with 28 consumer connections were laid in
the county. These projects likewise were all in Spokane except for a few miles in
Latah, various school districts and irrigation domestic water systcms. Five miles
of the mains werec new construction.

In Spokanc WPA is now laying approximatcly 12 miles more of water mains.
WPA crews constructed an overflow basin of 4,750,000 gallons for the Spokane North
Hill rescrvoir to protcct property lying below it and to permit cofficicnt reservoir
cleaning. The city's pumping station was also improved.

Almost every child in Spokane county has benefited by the extensive school
construction and rehabilitation work of WPA, supported bty the various school
districts. Two new schools were constructed and 52 repaired, painted, enlarged or
otherwise improved. Playgrounds, athletic fields and other facilities were provided
or enlarged.

New schools were erected by WPA at Five Mile Prairic for 80 pupils and at
Glenrosc for 50 pupilse Neithor district was able to afford the urgently nceded new
construction without Federal assistance.

Forty of the improved and rehabilitated schools are in the City of Spokane.
These projects were sponsored by School District 8l. The work consisted of re-
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finishing, varnishing, painting and calcimining interiors and equipment. For the
majority the grounds were graded and improved. A survey project by WPA for the
school board complctely mapped all school properticse.

Other school repalr projects were for districts near Greenacros, and at
Millwood, Elk, Milan, Chatteroy, Spangle, Colbert, Medical Lake, Opportunity, Deer
Park and Otis Orchards.

The work consisted mainly of remodeling, painting, constructing fences,
digging wells, laying sewage and drainage facilities and building foundations and
gymnasiums. Under one project 8,000 desks were repaired and refinished in eight
districts. School books were repaired and indexed by WPA workers in 15 districts.
Additions were complcted for the schools at Greenacres and Millwood and a teacher's
cottage was erected for the school near Chester.

Eleven playf iélds were enlarged, graded and improved for county schools.
Two other school playficlds were improved in Spokane. This work included repairing
pleyfield equipment or placing new equipment. '

Twenty-two new public buildings have been erected by the Work Projects Ad-
ministration in Spokane county. WPA crews have repaired, remodeled and modernizod
59 more buildings and enlarged four. At Deer Park a new city hall was erccted with
quarters for the local municipal offices, library and jail.

At Fort George Wright WPA has furnished important aid in increcasing army
facilities. A post exchange and a barn wore ecrccteds An athletic field was laid
out and a new field house costructed. The interior of the fort hospital was
renovated.

In Spokane the Grace Campbell Memorial building was rehabilitated. New
cabinets were constructed, floors renewed, fixtures modernized and buildings painted

and calcimined. WPA clorical experts were brought in to roarrange and index the

exhibits. At thc Spokane armory WPA crecws completed general improvenents for
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storage of machine-gun equipment and erected a small bore target range.

Extensive WPA construction work has materially improved the recreational
facilities of the county. A new gymnasium was built at Waverly. Repairs were made
to the gymnasium at Medical Lake. Two field houses were crected at Central Valley
High School and at Grocnacres. A ncw WPA built commnity building now serves Milan,
Elk andChatteroy districts. Community cecnters were roconstructed at Doer Park and
Millwood.

At Indian Canyon the residents of Spokanc were provided through a recont
WPA project with a complcte park including a bath house, field house, two shelter
houses and a garage.

Spokane was without an adcquate recreational bascball park until WPA
constructed a diamond and covered grandstand at the fair grounds. The grandstand
seats 4,500 persons and is equipped with dressing and shower rooms. General im-
provements wore made on the 25-acre grounds. Another grandstand was erected at
Millwood seating 70O.

WPA expansion of Spokane county's recreational facilities includes ten new
athletic fields, 2% improved athletic fields, five new handball courts, 1l new
tennis courts and one new and one improved golf course.

New athletic fields were built at School District 409, Medical Lake,
Millwood, Deer Park, Fairfield, the fair grounds, Spokane, and at Union High School
near Mead. TFootball and baseball fields have just beon completed with tennis
courts and a water system 2t the high school near Mcad. Twenty-two of the WPA
improved athletic fields are in Spokane. The others arc at Millwood and Spangle.

A new public tourist park was created by WPA at Deer Park. Park develop-
ment was done at Camp Garden Springs, Spokane. Park improvements were made at
Garland, Manito, Liberty, Indian Canyon, Down River and Deer Parks, Spokane.

At the 235 acre Felts Field WPA made major improvements. Over 260,000 cubic
yards of earth were handled by WPA crews in completing iwo oil-surfaced runways.
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One measures 200 by 4,800 feet and the other 200 by 3,000 feet. WPA crews also laid
out five 200 by 200 foot oil-surfaced warming blocks. The service platform was en-
larged and parking areas and general leveling completed.

Building construction by WPA at Felts Field included a new five-plane hangar
and improvement of the 12 plane hangar of the Ulst Aviation Division of the State
National Guard. The headquarters building» of the division was enlarged with a brick
addition, providing space for a radio control tower and class rooms. WPA crews also
helped restore the partially destroyed Administration building of the 116th
Observation Unit. Floodlights for the field were crocted by WPA and gcneral improve-
ments completed only a few months ago.

At Deer Park WPA cleared and leveled the 70 acre flyiﬁg field, removed
hazards and old orchards and set up six field boundary markers.

Several WPA projects operated at the Griffith Springs fish hatchery, a
few miles north of Spokane. Under one project WPA crews constructed nine large,
circular, concrete rearing ponds. A second project resulted in extensive general
improvements in facilities. The result is that now the hatchery has the huge arnual
output of 4,800,000 fingerling fish to maintain the intcrest of anglers all up and
down the streams of eastern Washington and the Inland Empire. Three-car garages
were also built for the United States Burean of Fisheries ard for the State Depart-
ment of Gamo.

An essential improvement for flood and fire control at the game recfuge
was the 125-foot dam constructed by WPA. This dam impounds 10 acre-~feet of water.

It is equipped with spillways and gates. The project also included 1,400 feet of
dike and ditch. Thirty acres were cleared and H0 fenced.

Other WPA projects for the county included 182 acres of general landscaping
for roads, schools and public buildings, two miles of guard rails, 10 miles of fire

breaks and 485 sanitary units for the protection of health and prevention of stream
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pollution in rural areas without scwage facilities.

A skeot and target range was laid out north of Felts Field, and a refuge
for ducks, geese and other migratory birds was provided near Chenegy.

All of these perrmnent accomplishments for Spokane county were effected by
WPA labor. TFederal funds werc allocated to cover the cost of labor and some rmatcrials.
The county, city or osther zoverning body in the county provided all or almost all
materials, equipment and supervision.

Added to these physical accomplishments aro the other scervices of WPA.
Frec hot lunches are being served by WPA women to the children in 31 schools of
Spokane county. Two WPA scwing rooms in Spokane are nanufacturing clothing to be
distributed to neody families of the county and state.

The housekeeping aide project provides experierced, middle-aged WPA women
to assist in motherless homes or where the homemcker is temporarily incapacitated.
At a WPA Bouschold demonstration center in Spokane WPA trains girls in a three
month's course for efficient household employces.

WPA survey projects have also been operated for the cities and county. The
recorde of the sheriff's and prosecutor's offices were indexed. Photographs were
filed and identification data coordinated. Eillyard's records were cataloged, as
were also those of the county ongzineer and the county school superintendent.

To permit traffic improvement a WPA check of origin and destination of
vohicleos was made. New building codes and zoning ordinances werce coordinated with
the past records of thc Department of Public Works, including all permits as far
back as 1875 A nogro survey was madc. Historical records were assembled and
indexed. Tho Spokane city library was assisted. Dcer Park and Milan school files
were brought up to date.

To detcrmine the type and extent of the mincral resources of the county a

WPA survey with a field comp was oporated. Experienced professional and clerical
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workers were usod.

These achievements in Spokano county arc a part of the nationol WPA program
under which the otherwisc unemployed have been given an opportunity, through security
employmcnt, to crecate ncoded improvements and carry on important public services.

In the county as o wholc WPA workers have constructed 400,000 miles of roads and
50,000 miles of strcets. They have constructed 23,000 new public buildings and
rchabilitated 62,400 more. About 9,600 milcs of water meins and 15,000 miles of
new sanitary sewers have been laid in the nation under this programe New WPA-built
airports total 197, improved airports 337,

In the state of Washington these totals run 7,447 miles of roads and 1,496
miles of streets, 555 new public buildings, 880 rehabilitated public buildings, 478
miles of water mains, 264 miles of sewers, five new airports and seven improved
airports.

All of thesc huge undortakings and mary moro, combined with the social,
educational, health, rescearch and conscrvation scrvices of WPA make it one of the
largest businesses ever undertaken, and effectirg directly or indirectly, every

citizen of the United States.

WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION
416 Alaska Building -~ Seattle

sy















FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: PR # 1242
February 20, 1941

PROPERTY

OF THE

WASHINGTON
ESETATE
LIBRARY

A WPA project to further improve the Olympia Airport, four miles south of the
City of Olympia, was started this weeck, according to Carl W. Smith, statec Work
Projects administrator.

This project is of unusual interest and importance due to the fact that while
the airport is now owned and opersted by the city as a commercial and private field,
it has been certified by the Army as beinz important for Military purposes and
therefore receives preference in operetion. A previous WPA project cleared &nd
leveled the field and installed drainage.

Work contemplated under this project includes improvement of runways No. one
and two, by extending runway No. 1 to a length of 4,500 feet and runway No. 2 to
5,000 feete This will require clearing, sub-grading, trench excavation for drainage.
backfilling, laying drain pipes and constructing manholes. Approximately 50,000 sqg.
yds. of asphalt and 22,600 sq. yds. of concrcte pavement will be laid. Contact,
ooundary end range lights, also illuminated wind-tee will be installed.

Federal funds in the amourt of $134,695 will be allocated to cover cost of
labor and the City of Olympia will furnish $11,834 for material, supervision and

other non-lsbor costs.

WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION
417 Alaska Building, Seattle.
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Improvements to the gymnasium and grounds of School District No. 328 near Iong-
br&nch,'ﬂﬂﬁhington will soon be completed, stated Carl W, Smith, State Work Projects
administrator today.

Improvements to a small creek which runs near this school will require clearing
and excavating 400 cu, yds. from the creek channel, to prevent erosion of the scthl
grounds, Improvements on the grounds will consist of grading and leveling one acre
and excavating 170 cu. yds. Plans also czll for improvements to the gymnasium which
will be used by the school and general community 2s a2 recreational center. Electri-
cal outlets and athletic equipment will be installed.

For this work the WPA will furnish $2,006 and the School District will add

another $739.

WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION
417 Alaska Building, Seattle,
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commercigl buildings, schools and

Permanent addresses for some 10,000 hom
churches are being =stablished in the area south of Seattle under a WPA House Number
ing project now under way, according to Carl W, Smith, state Work Projects Adminis-
trator. .

The project will carry on the previous numbering system from South 96th Street
to a line approximately eight miles south of the city limits, bordered on one side
by the Duwamish River and on the other side by Puget Sound, covering an area of 37
miles. The work includes making field checks to collect the necessary data on
84000 reéidents, 1,000 commercial buildingé and 1,000 schools, churches, garages and
others; distribution of approximately 10,000 numbers to residences and buildings,
describing addresses on legal land description records and on property identificatio
maps and atlases, ldentifying some 200 un-~named streets and reporting missing street
signs.

Archie Phelps, King County Commissioner for the South Road District pointed
out that the confusion in numbers was caused on account of the fact that it is not
mandatory for any elective or appointive officer to determine or allocate house
numbers for ﬁew construction or for the correction of existing errors in house
numbering and it has become customary for owners, architects or builders to select
house numbers more or less arbitrarily, resulting in the present chaotic condition
of house numbering., South end Community Clubs report that addresses of almost all
of their members changed at least three times in three years,

The Numbering project will establish a self perpetuating system, Smith stated
because at the time of issuing the building permit the address will also be deter—
mined and entered on Planning Commissioners' atlas and on the County Assessor's
property record cards and then given to the builder. This will provide residents
and home owners with a final uniform and simplified system of Louse numbering. A
number of house numbers already installed will have to be corrected to fit in with
this uniform pattern,

Postal authorities, publig utilities departments ahd stores will be benefited
by this project. However, Smith stated, the greatest benefit will be to the
residents of the area.

The project will be financed with $18,935 of Federal funds and {6,694 from th
County, It will employ approximately 30 men for a period of nine months. Quarters
for the project have been donated in the White Center Field House by County Come
missioner Phelps and anyone interested in further details regarding the work can

obtain information at this place.

WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION
417 Alaska Building, Seattle.
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Pupils in School District No. 123, which includes the Westport, Grayland and
Ocosta Schools, will be greatly benefited by improvements which are being made under
a WPA project, Carl W. Smith, state Work Projects administrator, announced recently.

Smith stated that these improvements, which have become necessary due to in-
creased enrollment in these schools, will-include enlarging and improving the
gymnasium and Home Economics Department and altering rooms to be used for office,
student council and music rooms in the Westport and Grayland buildings. The foot-
ball field for these schools will also be improved by grading and seeding and a new
termis court will be conspructed. A row of poplar trees is being planted around the
school grounds to serve as a wind break. Minor improvements will be made at the
Ocosta building,

Federal funds allocated for labor amount to $26,504 and the School District

will furnish an additional $15,775 for material, supervision and equipment.

WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION
417 Alaska Building, Seattle.
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Street lights and markers to be installed on the streets of Pasco, throu:h a
WPA project which will begin operation March 3, will be of great benefit to residents
of the city, and will also eliminate confusion for transients who find the streets
in Pasco very irregular and hard to locate, Carl W. Smith, State Viork Projects admin-
istrator, announced today.

The work will include 60 cu. yds. of excavating and pouring of concrete for the
erection of 120 ofnamental street light posts and street sign posts, painting the
posts and installing lights and signs. To install these posts, 800 sq. fte. of
concrete sidewalks will be removed and reconstructed.

Federal funds will be allocated in the sum of $5,172 to cover labor and the
City of Pasco, as sponsor, will contribute $11,149 for equipment, material and

supervision.

Gla i

WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION
417 Alaska Building, Seattle.
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Glenwood high school pupils will enjoy the improved high school and gymnasium
facilities made possible by a WPA project sponsored by School District No. 201.

Carl W, Smith, state Work Projects administrator, in announcing the completion
of the work, stated that much-needed improvements were provided. The work called for
improvements to floors and ceilings, reconstruction of entrance, ramp, new lockers,
extension of slide fire escapes and 