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The cost of compensation and medical care for injured WPA workers during

the first 18 months of the Works Progress Administration program was $10,000,000

or $70,000,000 less than the cost of insuring workers through private companies,

it was disclosed at a two-day conference of state safety consultants of the

IPA at Botel Edison in New York. With a total national pay roll of two billion

dollars for the WA, aocident policies issued by private compD.nies would have

cost $80,000,000.

The saving was effected by using the United Srotes Enployel3s Compensation

Commission which insurl3s regular government amploYl3us. A 25 million dollar

appropriation \l'as credited to tho Commission for WpA employees, but only ten

million of this sum has bl30n uSl3d up. These facts were made kno~ by W. O.

'Whaary, Fedoral Director of Safety for the 'iiPA, uho presided I'.t the conferonce.

~oting from figures received from the WPA State Compons~tion Department,

Don G. Abel, State Administrator, said there have been 24,576 injury reports

received since the inauguration of the program, in the state of Washington,

and of this number 5,657 resulted in the payment of compensation for time lost.

or for medical expense. There have been only six fatalities, Abel pointed out.

During the period, it was also stated, the total amount of compensation

paid out to the workers by local authority amounted to '12,067. Hospital,

doctor! s and other medical expense submi ttod to Washington, D. C., for payment

amounted to $69,768.12.

" --00000----

Seattle, Washington, March 23, 1937
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The first building of its kind to be established by the federal

opening of the Musi~rt Center in New Yo~ City on March 10 is believed by citizens

interested in the development of the cultutal arts to be the forerunner of more e~

deavors along similar lines. The Center is one of the projects of the Federal Arts

program of the nAt Projects in art, music, writing, and the theatre have operated

in tho State of Washington for the past year with considerable success.

-----------~-------------

Forty farmers in the Odessa district,Lincoln County, District No.1, !PA,

took advantage of the Diosel tractor school conducted ovenings for two weeks under

IPA supervision.

-, .._-------------------
Daily hot lunches havo boon served to 3,118 school children by WPA women during

the winter in the ten central Washington countios, comprising District No.2, Works

Progress Administration.

----------------------

•

Signs of better timos wero read bet~een tho lines of the brief message inscribed

on a postcard received this week by WPA Director Robert Thorne of District No.5,

Tacoma. It road, "Gentlemen, I couldn l t wait for a job, I have another. Tho.nk you,"

-------------------------
Foreigo-born fishermen sailing out of the Ballard district in Seattle are study-

ing during off-season periods in a free WPA Americanization class in preparation for

naturalization as citizens. The class was established at the request of the men.

-- . -..._-------------
As of March 1, according to figures released by Don G. Abel, State Administrator,

the 'l'PA Educational and Recreational Division, under the directorship of Wallace W.

Kelso, 1a conducting 579 Americanization and naturalization classes throughout the

. state. Sixty-one teachers are being given employment and 5,789 persons are enrolled.

------QOJooo. ---

Seattle, Washington, Warch 23. 1937
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..
Correspondence and Extension Project, operated by the Works Progress

Adndnistration, has just come off the press, Wallace W. Kelso,

State Director of Education and Recreation, reports. This booklet

lists the faculty of 44 members and in excess of 100 courses covering

a range of subjects beginning with agriculture and art and ending

with social administration and sociology, The majority of the instructors

have M. A. degrees and many have Ph. D.'s.

In excess of 2,000 students have registered for these courses, Kelso

..
states, students who are financially unable to take advantage of work

offered by established colleges of the state. Extension classes may be

organized in any community with the consent and cooperation of a local

college, it was pointed out. The grades earned are tentative credits,

subject to matriculation and proof of ability to carry the work in the

college of one's choice.

Application blanks and all information may be secured at the State

Headquarters of the WPA, Division of Education, Alaska Building, Seattle.

-----00000-----

Seattle, Washington, March 23, 1937
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Selection of man power for field crews employed by the state-wide

mineral ~ey project operated by the Works Progress Administration is well

under was- and survey camps will be established early in April. This announce...

ment was made by Don G, Abel, State Admini~trator. uho pointed out this

division of "itPA has again assumed the task of inventorying the quality,

quantity and extent of all mineral deposits in the state. This project

uas oporatod in sevoral Washington countios last year. including Spokane,

Ferry, Stevens, Kittitas. Whatcom, Snohomish, King, Pierce, and Clark

counties, Activity this yoar, it nus stated, will be confined to different

locations in these and other counties.

Information from the stnte-uido survoy. Abel said, is intended to aid

in the industrial absorption of excess pouor to be generated at the Grand

Coulee and Bonnevillo developments. The project will clso cooperate ':lith

army engineers in an offort to develop production of minorals that uould

be useful for n~tio:1nl defense.

Claude S. Fouler is suporintendent and Amos Slater project enginoer

•

of the projoct • Officos arc maintained in the Alaska Buildillg, Seattle.

----00000-----
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Wo.shington product if tho experimental bush planted last iTOCk o.t the

• Arboretum and Botanical Gardens by WJ.'A norkers fulfils tho oxpocto.tions

of Daan Hugo Winkunnarder, of tho University of ~ashington, which

institution is sponsoring the project.

The Arboretum projoct is one of the largest u.PA projects operating

in King COUIlty. Somo BOO norkers aro nou ongnged in the seeding and

planting of tho propagation plots.

The Jumbo Gooseberry bush uas imported from the Siskiyau mounto.in

country, and, if it responds to Puget Sound eoil and climate as have

• other floro.l specios, tho Paul ~~an yurns of this district m~ gain

authentic proof in tho form of lonG-goosoberryl pies.

----00000----

Seattle, Washington, March 3D, 1937
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There can be no deviating from the present WPA regulation covering

contribu~ions by the sponsors of WPA projects, State Administrator Don G.

Abel anno~ced today with reference to Governor Clarence D. Martin's veto

of the two million dollar state fund for state and county assistance to

sponsored WPA projects.

Sponsor contributions may take the form of cash. labor, equipment,

material, rental of buildings or other facilities. Mr. Abel stated, but
,

some form of supplemented contribution to Fedoral funds will be required.

No WPA projects no~ operating ~ll be affected. ho~ever, as all

sponsor funds are pledged at time of project npprovnl.

-----00000-----

Seattle, Washington. March 30, 1937
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Res~ing foreign-born Seattle resiients from exile enforced from

•

of knowledge of the English language is' the task the WPA has assumed. Under

the sponsorship of the Seattle public school system, the Educational and

Recreational Division of the WPA is conducting approximately 200 classes in

Americanization and literacy with in excess of 1,800 adults enrolled, Wallace

W. X~lso, state director of the division, reports.

Examples of appreciation of the WPA, expressed in written statements by

the students in the Washington School who have progressod to the reading and

writing stages, includo tho follo~ing:

A Jewish ~omun: "I never tront do..-m torm boforo. What ~as tho good? I

could hear nothing, say nothing, buy nothing, do nothing. NOTI I cun."

An Austriun uomun: "I got a telegram from my son. I could read it myself

this time. No';7 the neig..llbors haven't got to lmO';7 it all."

An I tallun ~oman: 111 tm not 0. den.! und dumb one uny more. I got noighbors

nou. II

A Turkish ~omnn: "It used to cost t~o carfares to go allYllhero. for I

almlYs had to tMo someone c.long. No~ I save thnt. 1I

J~ Chinese 'I7omun: 111 t is like living again, after boing doad. n

•
J\.nothur Je'l7ish ~oman: "I had somo businoss dOml tOlr.l y~sterday. Al~ays

bofore I signod uith a cross. This timo I signed my namo. When thoy askod

'Ho~ como? t, I said, 'WP...... f "

A Russian ~omnn: 111 usod to buy a nowspaper to hold in the stroot car,

so as to look like the rost. But no~ I cnn road it."

----------
Seattle, Uashington. Maroh 30, 1937
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TO~Rauling water to a boat ma;y sound like something for Ripley, but to

•

U. S. Coast Guardsmen who tie up to the Tokeland. dock it is a fact iLnd a nuisance.

Ii th the help of 1(p~ the Cout Guard will now carry out its plan to drill a well,

erect a windmill and water tower, thereby eliminating the present inconven1snt arrange-

• ment. ~ IP~ crew wns scheduled to start on the job April 5.

-------------------------- .

A school achievement survey, sponsored by the University of Washington, and

carried on as one of the professional projects of the iI'.P~, is under WIV among

npproximately 100,000 grade school childron in 26 cou.nties of the state, Don G.

~b6l, State '\llt~ Administrator, reports. Its pur-~ose is to detennine the i!ldividual

strength and weakness of each pupil in every subject stu.died in the eight grades by

- means of scientifically prepared tests uniformly administered in the schools. Its

ultimate result, according to Professor August Dvorak, in charge of the survey for

the University of Washington, will be remedial instruction for retarded pupils and

higher standards of efficiency for pupils, teachers, and schools.

-------------------------------------

Forty-three readers, carefully chosen for their knowledge and qualifications, are

being employed by the Women's and professional Division of the WPA on a readers'

project serving patients in county hospitals and old people's homes as well as shut-

ins and the blind. The project is operating in five of the six districts of the state,

Don G. Abel, State WPA Administrator, reports. The Bible is tr~ book most favored, it

was stated.

----0000----

Seattle, Washington, April 6, 1937
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"---/Private employment oontinues its draft upon the ranks of WPA employees

in the State of Washington, State Administrator Don G. Abel announced today.

The week ending February 6 saw the peak of the WPA labor load wi th 32.575 men

and women assigned to nPA p~ rolls. This load ramainod reasonably constant

until the middle of March when 31,766 appeared upon the rolls. Since that date

over 500 workers per week have found placea in private employment with tho April

1st roll showing 30,710 amployed.

"i7e are already ....ithin our quota for the month of April," Abel stated,

"and while the quota for May will be lower, every indication is that the flow

of W'PA workers into private employment will continue to make this reduction

possible. Skilled and semi-skilled men make up the greater part of the group

leaving our ranks, but with better weather and the opening of seasonal work we

expect an increased demand for the common labor classification."

"While no specific records are available, n Abel said, "a number of cases

have been brought to our attention where men have left the WPA ranks to go

in business for themselves. This applies mostly to the professional and

technical classification. ranging from the starting of a community newspaper

by two workers fonnerly upon the Wri ters l Project, to the opening of a watch

repair shop by a worker skilled in that trade. The percentage of canes such

as these in which the worker is pennanently removed from the need of WPA

employment is constantly increasing."

---...QOOQO---

Seattle. Washington, April 6. 1937
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Newly construoted roads and streets sufficient to reach around the 11'0 d at,the...

equator. is one of the year's accomplishments of the WPA, according to a summar ";:z......----

report released today by Works Progress Administra.tor Ha.rry L. Hopkins,

"Our primary concern has been the workers themselves," Administrator Hopkins

• states. "but while maintaining their morale ond skills we have tried to make their

labor as useful as possible to the nation as a whole and most of the benefits have

been permonent in oharacter."

•

•

Outstanding features of the summarized report compiled as of September 15.

1936. or at the close of approximately one year of WPA operations, are as follows:

New highways and streets bull t. 25,486 miles
Roads and streets repaired, 117.499 miles
:Bridges built or repaired, 20,586 with combined length of 130 miles
SideWlL~,ks and paths built or repaired, 4,512 miles
Drainage ditches, now or improved, 9,200 square miles
Storm se~ers. 3 357 miles
Reforestatio~,780.824trees planted
Wild life conservation--22,968,393 fish planted
Irrigation, new installation--772,080 acres served
Erosions terraces aggregated 185,231.470 square feet
Athletic fields, ne-l,4l5: repairedo-l,535
Parks and fairgrounds, 425 new: 1,058 improved
iwimming pools, 248
Airports. 45 new; 67 reconditioned
Public buildings, 4.140 new: repaired, 12,255
Educational buildings, 1,099 new; 7,176 improved
Surplus commoditios distributoa.-3~44l,54l gannonts;

272.948 tons food.-stuffs.
Hot lUl'lches to undernourished children, 72.437,606
Gannents produced in WPA se~ing rooms.' 60,833,800
Visits or treatment in medical, dental, or nursing

assistance, 9,110,287

----00000---;...

Seattle. Washington, April 6, 1937
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A correspondence course in inter1.or decorating emphasizing the factor

all art, such as line, shape, color, intensity, texture and the like, is bei

free by the Eduoational and Reoreational Division of the IPA, Don G. Abel, State

Administrator, announces•

This division of the WPA is also offering a correspondence course in the selection

and dosigning of clothing for women, and also ono in nutrl tion and porsonal hygiono,

both coursos being espociolly adapted for tho housowife.

Intorastod womon aro invitod to coll or write the state oducational offico of the

WPA, Alaska ]uilding, Soattlo.

-------------------------------------
Undar a racontly inauguratod WPA setup, visi ting housokoopors umployad on tho

housokeeping aide projoct are now ongaged in spring house-cloaning in various mother-

less homes throughout the stato. Repoated instancos of homos kopt togothor by fathers,

who sorve not only as wago oarners but olso as housokoopers and substituto mothors,

collod tho WPA1s attention to tho neod for tho projoct, Don G. Abol, Stato Administra-

tor, statod.
•

"These aides," he statod, "not only do temporary omergoncy ~1ork but olso perform

tho moro constructive sorvice of teachi~ tho childron how to preparo and serve food

as woll as keeping tho house in ordor."

Only fomilies recognized as worthy by welfaro agenoies are aligiblo for the

housokoeping aide Gorvico, Abol pointod out.

-------------------------------------
Americanization and nnturnlizatlon classes conducted by tho Efrucatio!k~ Division

of tho WPA throughout tho stato aro being woll rocoivod and dooply approciatod in tho

hintorlands, Don G, Abel, Stato WPA Administrator, reports, Tho littlo toun of Oyout,

a Fintdsh settlomont on the Pacific Ocean, south of Ocoan City, where numorous Finns

earn their right to an existonco by digging cloms, provides a notoworthy lnst~~co,

A.bol stated.
-----00000----

So~ttlo. Washington. April 13, 1937 l!H
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historical records survey project in its survey of Washington churches

will appear in the current issue of the Northwest Historical Quarterly,

a publication ot the University of Washington, State Administrator

Don G. Abel, announced today. The survey tabulates the records of

378 churches in Seattle, dating back to the founding of the Church of

Our Lady of Good Help in 1861 by Father Prefontaine. This is Seattle's

oldest church.

Of the other churches, the Presbyterians head the list with

39, the Lutherans come next with 28, then the Methodists with 27, and the

Roman Catholics with 26. Thirty-two denominations in all are listed,

with the Buddhists ending the list with two places of worship.

The survey reveals the number, dates, and location of all the

volumes preserved by the various faiths, concerning records of births,

marriages, deaths, registrations and other historical records. The

statistics being gathered by the survey throughout the state will prove

of great value tv genealogists and welfare agencies in their quest for

data unobtainable in other records.

-----00000-----

Seattle, Washington, April 13, 1937.
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Ripley's ":Believe It Or Not" column might well beneti t from some of the

•
unusual facts unearthed by the IPA Federal Historical Reoords Survey project

in operation throughou.t the state. Workers on the project, digging through the

vaults and records of the various oounties, haye b1"O'l1ght to light some interesting

facts.

port .A.ngeles. Washington" in the furthermost western corner of the Uni ted

States, shares with Waahington" D. C•• the distinction of being the only city

laid out under government direction.. It was promoted as a mili tary outpost by

authority of President Lincoln and was not incorporated under the state laws

• until 1890, almost 30 years later•

The only town in the United states, so far as available records are concerned.

named after a Chinese is Chesaw in Stevens County, Washington. .A.ttracted by

placer gol~mining operations, many Ohinese settled in this district in the early

days.. To avoid a poll tax placed upon them, the Chinose took to crossing the

Spokane :River overy time the tax collector o.rrived., The small settlement which

spro.ng up at this point becomo knOml as Chesaw, tho name of one of tho Chinese,.

The only case on record whore a boo.rd of oounty commissioners declo.rod a

•
law passed by the state legislaturo unconstitutional also comes from stevons

County. Directed by law to move the county seat to Spoknne Fo.11s, tho boo.rd of

. county commissionors doclo.red tho law unconsti tutional and ignorod the ordor,

--~~-oooooooooo-----

Seattlo, Wo.shington, .A.pril 13, 1937
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Washington and Florida climates are being put to a comparison

test at the University of Washington Arboretum, now being developed by

• the WPA, Dean Hugo Winkenwerder of the University of Washington at

Seattle made known today.

A variety of tropical and semi-tropical plants, native species

,f the State of Florida, has been transplanted by the Arboretum workers

in an experimental test as to whether or not they will survive Washington's

climate.

A similar experiment was conducted by the Arnold Arboretum in

Boston, Massachusetts, last year, with most discouraging results. However,

• similar species of plant life, such as failed in the Boston experiment,

have in almost every case shown signs of taking root and surviving in

the Washington test.

With the completion of the WPA work at the University Arboretum,

the 250-acre area will be second only in size to the arboretum in Boston,

Massachusetts. This experiment with tropical and semi-tropical plant

life may prove the University Arboretum surpassing even the Boston station,

due to milder climatic conditions more inviting to transplanting plant

• life •

, ----00000----

Seattle, Washington, April 13, 1937.
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Walter Karig, Washington correspondent, wires the Newark Evening News of
April 2 --

liThe ultimate form in which the Inew WFA' \7111 be presented to Congress,
when president Roosevelt asks for the 1937-1938 relief appropriation, is nearing shape.
It is forecast that the program ~ill be something of a shock to the United States
Conference of Mayors which has consistently fought contraction of payrolls and has
just asked that the appropriations be kited to $2,200.000,000~

liAs a long stop torlO.rd perpetuation of WPA, plans for ~hich uere first re
ported in The News March 3, the spending program is now proposed to be put on an
annual basis, with abandonment of the prevailing wage system, the 'means test,' and an
offort to give uork to evorybody on reliof rolls.

"WPA's futuru hO-s already been radically replanned since Harry Hopkins held
his seminars with key members of Congress. It may bo further altered a.fter the
President has finished disaussing the semifinal Hopkins-Roosevelt dra.ft of tho program
with Congressional leaders. The administration's intent is revualed, however. as
mea~ring tho work reliof program by the financial, rc.ther th~~ the unemployed, yard
stick.

liAs tho plan is shapod nou, subjoct to fina.l chang0[l, tho sui tch from c.
month-to-mouth sohedule of disbursements to an annual basis means in effect that WPA
will say to the municipalities: 'This is the amount we can allot to you for the year.
How much can you kick in? What projects have you in mind? Let's get together and
figure out what can be done with the money we can pool.'

IIEmphasis will be placed on higher class projects than uere the rule when
WPA's main objective was to get any sort of work for 3,500,000 persons. It is the
government's aim to have the municipaJ.ities and other governmental subdivisions furnish
the sites and materials uhile WPA supplios the wages. Complete federalization of IPA
is still the objective. Putting tho paymonts on an annunl basis is designed to give
the government more control over the types of ~ork projects, and the less tho cities
contribute tho more uill be the fodoral authority.

"The more federul authority that is oxerted, tho gr0utor uill be th0 turn
back of employables to the municipal relief rolls. Hopkins and Roosevelt arc both
anxious to have an end to all sorts of jobs that can be remotely branded as boon
doggling and by the same token to purge the payrolls of poli tical hangers-on and
district leaders entrenched. as straw bosses. The max:i!!tJlt."lIDber of workers they
envision is reported to be about 2,500,000 with 1,700,000 as the more desirable figure.

IIAbondonment of the prevailing wage schedule. forced upon WPA by the labor
lobby, is designed to remedy a problem approaching mildly scandalous proportions caused
by skilled workers putting in their quota on a WPA job at the union 'lage rate and then
working the rest of the day on private employment. Somo labor leaders are said to have
admitted tho prevailing unge rule to havo boon a mistake for two roasonsl It enablos
men already receiving a subsistonce 'lage on 'FA jobs to displaco workers not on relief
in private employment; it disrupts the ~ork of those depending upon the master crafts-
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men who knock off when their allotted hours are consumed, leaving the hod-carrier
without his bricklayer, for instance.

nElimination of the means test, whieh has already been reported in detail,
fits in with the foregoing. It enables the WPA to hire men who are unemployed but who

havw managed to keep off relief, thus eliminating a lot of local politics on jobs,
keeping the ranks ,of the highly skilled workmen more nearly full and, in sequence,
maL~ng it possible to fulfill the other ambition to create more worth-whila WPA
construction.

nThe whole program is bolieved likely to act as an automatic 'purge' of the
WPA payrolls, especiall~ as the announced policy will be to get as much actual work
out of each man as in private omployment.

liAs it stnnds now, the new WPA program is conspicuously consorvative
compared either with first operations of the systom or tho plnn discussed by Hopkins,
Aubroy Williums and the select Congressional group which envisionod nn cnnunl e~
penditure of $2,500,000,000 to koep 3,000,000 men at work all ovor the country.
Roosevelt was the deflater of that scheme.

nln Jnn~~ry. forecasting 0. balanced budget by 1938-1939 (the federal year
begins July 1, financio.lly) the President estimated a relief apprepriation of
$1,537,123,000, which is about two-thirds of what the mayors' conference demands.
Failure of revenue to meet expectations by $200,000.000 on the basis of income tax
returns March 15 throws the balanced budget expectation do'fin hard. The President
is in sympathy wi th the plan for a porman.:lnt IPA under more rigid federal control and
\7i th long-ronge pla.u""ling, but his wish to balance his budgot is given considerable
impetus by louder talk ef retrenchment in the Democratic ranks of Cengrass.

nExpectations are that ROOSOVJlt will ask for somothing vary like his
January estimato, while reservip~ the priVilege he has exercised a.~""luo.lly to come
back with 0. deficiency appropriation. Tho size of the initial approprintien and of
tho ultimate amount. if an increase is necessnry, depends upon how firmly the demands
of tho mayors and Gov.:lrners and county units can be resisted and hO\7 mdesprend the
incroasingly vocal santiment for economy in the t~c0nscinus Congress actually is. n

----00000-----
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Building for the fu~re, with American aviation, civil, commercial, and

military benefitting, is the natio~wide objective of the IPA in its airport

program now embracing Bome 794 airports completed or in the process of construction
•

throughout the United States, at an expenditure of over eighty million dollars.

1963 airport projects have been approved by the WPA in this program, carrying an

estimated cost of $140,000,000.

The American public has ever been ready to adopt more rapid means of

transportation, and, while past expenditures may appear large in comparison with

the air traffic, the rising curve of that traffic over the past few years justi-

fies this airport progrom of building for the future, Administrator Harry L.

•
Hopkins announced with the issuance of the Physical Accomplishment Report

covering the WPA work up until December 31, 1936.

In the state of Washington, 20 airports are now completed or in the

active stage of construction, signifying an expendi~re of $1,600,000, state

Administrator Don G. Abel observed in connection with the Report. "Our

objective is to make available in this state suitable airports for all types of

air traffiC, both commercial and private. In locating our fields, we have

selocted sitos along both established and proposed routes. Commercial airlines

progress along the lines of established and recognizod landing facilities, and

our Dim has beon to locate new fields so that they may not only serve for emergency

purpose but may encourage the establishment of regular runs oapable of serving

new territories.

----00000----
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Gnarled. moss-stained, weather-scarred, striving like a true veteran, to still

tower erect, the last of the long. stately file of maple trees that once, sentinel_

like, flanked the parade grounds at Fort Lawton today bowed and toppled to the

ripping .aws of a WPA crew.

The Army is no place for sentiment, but a hush, mindful as the lamenting fade

of taps. settled across the parade grounds as the last ve.eran fell. For 32 yoars

the rank it dressed has stood faithfully by. Thirty-two yoars ago tho rows upon

rows of maples wero plantod about the fort reservution in a program of bcautifi-

cation sponsored by tho War Department. Many might bo tho tales their shading

branches could tell. Like the veterans of today, the world war saw them in their

prime. And, like the veterans of today, the last few years have counted the

heaviest.

Bark stripped by TIind and weather, trunks twisted by age, they were recently

condemned as a hazard. Gru.bbe~ and sawed into fire logs by W'PA workmen, their

places will be taken by young maple saplings planted by the same crow.

There is no room for sentimont in the Army, but even the jaws of the

commanding officer, Colonel H. A. Finch, seemed to set a bit more stornlyas,

with the wind still murmuring through its nnkod boughs, tho last of the statoly

file sighed and toppled.

-----00000-----
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now under way throughout the state demonstrate the fact that people of other nation-

alities acquire new languages much more rapidly them Americans do, as 0. rule, their

teachers report. It might be supposed that such diverse pronunciation as bough and

cough and dough would make English pretty tough to learn, but these newcomers make

ropi! strides.

After only four lessons in English 0. new student in one class, entering without

any previous kno'l7ledge of tho language, was able to read aloud 'I7i th understanding 0.

paragraph from the Federal text-book prcrpo.red for the use of students.

A group of beginners 'I7o.s recently asked to use the 'l7ord 'woman' in an original

sentence. A Japanese student went to the head of the class with the following example

of conciseness and clear thinking: "'oman is too much talk." Among other instances

of original sentences written by beginning Japanese students were the follo'l7ing;

flIt is to pass by Europe ~1hen I go to Japan. II

"Japanese flag is very clean. 11 (Simple)
"You must to do the America.'l flag. II (Salute)

The 'l7ord 1 salami' stumped an entire class. As no one could spell it, the teacher

assigned it for the next lesson. One woman had the bright idea of asking her butcher,

but he explained that he didn't spell it, he sold it. A college professor was next

contacted, who had to look tho ~ord up in the dictionary.

An Italian ';Toman 'I7ho never before in her lifo had boon in any schoolroom until

she entered 0. WPA class 0. year ngo in February, since 'l7hich time she has becomo

naturalized, rocontly turned in the follo'l7ing composition.

IIIn the morning I get up at six 0' clock. I put on my clothes
quickly. I 'l7o.sh my fnce o.."ld I comb my hair and prcpnre breakfast for
my fo.mily. Thon after bronkfast I bid my children goodbye ond start to
cloon house till noon. I have 0. bite to eat, thon continue 'I7ith my work.
'I7hon through I cl'Jon myself D..."ld do 0. 11 ttle shopping, something for dinner.
Then come home D.."ld. propnre dinner ond after din:1er I sit and. listen to
the rodio wi th my family."

---00000---
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World War veterans are assured of a burial place alongside the gr ;J~~A~Y

of departed comrades with the starting of a 1I'PA project to rehabilitate the

Washington veterans' Home cemetery at Retsil. A large number of state and

local officials of the Veterans of Foreign 'ars po.rticipated in the ground-

breaking ceremonies.

-----------------------------------------------------------

Approximately 8,500 foreign-born residents of the State of Washington

•

•

•

are receiving instruction in 593 WPA-conductedAmoricanization and naturalization

classes held in various sections of the state, Don G. Abel, State Administrator,

reports. Oarried on under tho auspiC0s of tho WPA Educational and Rocreational

Division, the classos afford employmJnt for 61 qunlifiad teachors.

----00000--· .
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T~o hundred und fifteon uomon. taken from tho state's roliof rolls, ~ho

nro trainod not only in housouork nnd incidento.l duties of thQ homo. bu.t ~ho

o.lso nre cnpuble of bedside cmro of tho sick und distressed, nro employed on

the !PA hausokoepi~g aide preject.

King County, Don G. Abel. Stt1.to W'PA Adm1n1strutori reports. is CIIlploying

47 aides. tho remaining 168 being allocatod to the other five WPA districts.

Homos served by these aides. Abel points out. are selocted by tho State

Depurtmont of Public Uelfnre or somo rocog.lized relief agency on tho basis

of dire neod. The aides arc paid ':"Ii th fGdoro.l funds o:x;pressly o.llocutGd for

tho purposo.

Cases pnrticularly favored. Abel snide aro the fatherless or motherless

homes. "here the father or mother is confinod to ['. sick;..bod, or uhoro the

children ure too numerous for an under-privileged mother to givo thum the

deservQd caro,

-----000000-----
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tDi tch Digger's Fracture.' a depression ailment that really is a pain

in the neck, is the newest illness to be discovered among 'I1'A workers,

according to Drs. W. C. Tuefel, senior surgeon, and M. P. Topping, assistant

surgeon. at the Marine Hospital at Seattle, Washington. Four cases are on

record at the hospital. two of which are identified as W1'A workers.

According to the doctors, it is possible to classify the casos they

havo o:lIlll1ined as 'a distinct clinical ontity' \1hich differs from other

botter knOml types of fractu.re. Without exception th.:l fro.ctu.ro OCmlrs in

laborors engaged in digging ditohes or similar work whioh requires swinging

to an elevated position some heavy material ona pitchfork or Shovel and.

places a sudden strain on the stru.ctures attached to the shoulder girdle.

x;..r~ examinations indicate that a person unaccustomed to SWinging a

shovel is apt to relax his neck muscles after he starts to heave. If the

dirt clears his shovel easily, all is well. but should it stick, a wrench

is possible. In severe eases the strain may fracture bones in the spine.

causing the n.:lU ailment I Ditch Digger's Fracture.' Rest in bed for

approximately four ueoks usually results in a mlre for most cuses, tho

doctors stated, but if pain conti~es it may be noc.:lssnry to romavo tho
,

ununitod portion of tho bon.:ls.

-----00000-----
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The study of religions of primitive people, a course now available

in the WPA College Oorrespondence and. Extension project, a:nd which affords

the studont nine credits acceptable in a:ny of tho 22 institutions of highar

laarning in tha state of Washington, is attracting marked attention, Don G.

Abel, Stato IPA Administrator, roports.

Tho courso includos the history of rul1gion inclusive of tho great

state roligions of o.nt1qu1 ty in tho Euphrotes VoJ.loy, Egypt, porsia, Grooco

and Rome, as wall as tho Azteos, tho Mayas, and tho Inco.s. A survey of

•
Judn.ism, Ohristinni ty, and Mobnmmado.n1sm is o.lso covered in tho courso, it

WQ.s stated.

Furthor information rogo.rding this courso and application for those

who oaro to enroll mo.y be socured o.t WPA state hoo.d~rtors in the Alo.skn

Building, Seo.ttle.
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The original article dictated by the Confederate General Joseph E. Johnson,

•• surrendering his B.1'IIIY to lIiTar is Hell" Genoral William Teaumseh Sherman, was recentl~

unearthed in a tumblad~down shant~ in .Amite County, Mississippi, b~ n WPA field

worker employed on the Historical RucordB Survey. This celebrated documont, the

New OrlGans Item, isSUG of April 13, relates, waB discovGrGd in a pllo of cast-off

junk, inoluding a boll...orouned hD.t, 0. high-tlheelod bicycle, o.nd 0. pair of dueling

pistols.

In overy sto.to in the Union, Reoord Survey rosearchers, \lorking undar WPA

onspicos, nrc uncovering vast qu.:mti tios of matoriaJ. of recognizod historical

• value. Tho material thus uncoVGrod is carefull~ notGd, classified,and placGd in

museums and government o.rchivos. In the main, research is being conductod in

court houses, city halls and other public buildings; hot1ever, private collections

are searched for historioo.l i toms of value prOViding tho olinor of the collection

is mlling.

Tho io.shi~ton State Historical Rucords Survoy, amplo~ing 49 pGrsons tokGn

from rolief rolls, is opero.ting u-"ldor thG direction of Dr. Hormon J. Deutsch of

the Wo.shington Stnte College faculty.

- .. 00000---
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A tome which has Anthony Adverse outweighted by several pounds, ti tled

ftWashingtonl Oity and capitol, n prepared by American Guide W1'1 ters, w01'king

under the supervision of Hen1'Y G. Alsberg, director of the Federal Writers'

Project, is off the press and ready for distribution.

This book, weighing approximately five and one half pounds, containing

1,141 pages of toxt and two large maps, is described by its sponsors as

tho most comprehensive volume yet published about tho nation's capitol. As

doscribod, it is a rocord of Washington's dramatic history and human

associations, an account of its variod aulturol background and activities,

as well as boing 0. guido to its architocture, monuments, musoums, gallorios,

and numerous historical placos.

This book, Don G. Abel, Washington Stato WPA Administrator, suggests,

should provo an intorosting introduction to tho .Alnorico.n GIlido for this

stnto, which is now in tho final stagos of rovision. Although hnrdly ns

oxhDnstiVCl o.s tho "Wnshingtonl Oity o.nd. Oo,pitolft volumo, tho Washington

stato GIl1de will contain somo 300,000 words dealing with like subjoct m~ttor

pertinont to this stnto.

Approximntoly 60 persons, including froo lanco wri tors, nowspopormon,

and authors of conSiderablo nato, hnvo 'boon ongngod in tho propnration of

this stato's GIl1do, it wns statod.

... -0000- .n
Seattlo, fashington, April 21, 1937
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• "When the President, under authority of the Emergency Relief Appropriation
Act of 1935, signed the o:mcutive order creating the Works Progress Administration
on May 6, 1935," Don G. Abal. State .Administrator, said today, "the event marked
the inauguration of a dUDJ. effort, to bring about recovery in business and to bring
about recovery of mornlG and skills to millions of workers. II

The long record of physical accomplishments flowing from the crew of 30,000
to 45,000 IFA workers in this state during the past two years is self-eVident
in hundreds of communities throughout Washington, Abel pointed out. These range
from the building of several miles of trunk sewer lines to the repairing of a few
dozens of library books, from the fashioning of an 18-hole golf course out of
wild stump land to the serving of a soore of hot lunches to youngsters in somG
remote rural school.

Paying tribute to the hundreds of sponsoring officials representing cities,
towns, counties, school districts, port districts, and other sub-divisions of

.. government who have developed projects to be carried out '1i th WPA labor. Abel
said, "Thase men and 110m':Jn havo giVO:l splendid cooper' '.; 0'" alld havG surmounted
many unusual and difficult problems in bringing workt'lrund job together.

"They have readily visUlll1zed the needed public improvoID.:Jnts that could ba
carried out in thoir respective comrnunitiGs, utilizi:1g the availabla ralief
labor. They deserve the uhole-.heo.rtod support of tho citizenry for the lasting
benefits they have brought into baing in tho form of improved roads, school
houses, recroo.tional grounds, otc., "hich Will be used by the entiro population
for many yeD.rS to cornG."

Abol nlso expressed appreciation to civic and other organizations which
in countless oases have acted as unofficial sponsors. "Behind nearly every
project," Abel said, "there is nearly always some organi zation of ci tizens
taking an active interest, frequently digging down into their own funds to furnish
some item not prOVided for by ei the l' local or federal funds. To the membership
of these organizations we are duly grateful for their helpfulness."'.

Many civic organizations, Abel,dGclared, nre planning to give some local
significance to the 1PA "birthda¥" by reviewing the purpose o.nd beneH ts of tho
Workl;l progr8lll in their moetir.gs falling on or near~ 6. This pa.rticipation trill
in many ca.ses include'speokars fnmllia.r with the op<3ro.tion of Wl'A and 0. reviewal'
tour of local projects.

---00000----
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Inoreasing interest in new oourses offered by the College Correspondenoe

and Extension ;Projeot of the IPA. these involving the English and .Amerioan

novel, histories of English and Amerioan literature, and "groundJJorkll courses

in English I and II, is being shown by students who oa.noot afford the time or

money to attend esta.blished institutions of highor learning, Don G. Abol,

State Administrator of !Pl., announoes.

In the English and Amerioan novel oau.rs8, Abel etated, recent works

studied inoluded James Joyoe, Aldous BI1xley. Rose Yacauley, Ernest Hemmi~,,

Elizabeth Roberts, and J. B. Priestly•

A cau.rse in poetry, prepared by Bobert Baskerville. a member of the faoulty

of the !PI. Oollege Correspondence and Extension projeot, is also attraoting

Wide-spread attention. it was stated. BaSkerville. a graduate of Princeton.

has made a speoial study in the field of twentieth century poetry.

Interested students arc urged to oontact the ~A Division of Education

for information regarding these cou.rses. Beadquarters are maintained in the

.Alaska Building, Seattlo.

----00000---
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Special commendation is being received daily by the Women's and

Professional Division of the 1:P.1 in connection with the excellent work

being done by readGrs on tho project which serves tho blind, shu.t-ins, and

convalescent patients in hospitals in tho larger cities of tho state,

At the prosent time, Don G. Abol. State Administrator for !PA, roports,

npproximntely 50 roaders, m. th 11terary bo.ckground and tra.inod in the work,

are reading to the aged, ill, and infirm. This project is no'17 operating

in Seattle, Tnooma. Everett, and Spokane. Later, it was stated, it possibly

may be extended to other large centors in the otatc.

---Q{)OOO ,. =-
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More than 100 men taken from the relief rolls are now employed in the

state-wide WPA mineral survey project sponsored by the Sta.te Department of

Consorvation and Development and the state Land Commission; and operating

in fiva counties of the state, stnte Administrator Don G, Abel announced

The object of the survey, for which an allotment of some $280,000

of WPA funds is available. is to mensure the extent of the mineral deposits

thrOUghout the stata, toke snmples of ore for a.na.lysis, and determine the

- average content. Tho sponsors have appropriated some $35,000 to cover tho

cost of tools and materiels,

At the presont time 18 mon nre making 0. survey of the nickel deposits

in Skagit County, 15 mon are sampling sulphide orus in Snohomish County, 21

mon nre investigating conI and cla.y deposits in Lewis County, and 11 men nre

working onmagnosite deposits in Grays Harbor County. Thirty-five men nre

nlso >lorking on ma.gn0si to doposi ts in Clallam County. SUrveys for va.rious

metals ~ll be started shortly in Pierce, King, Yakima, Chelan, Okanogan,

Forry, Wallo. Walln., .".lld Uhi tman counties. Mr, Abol stated.

--...--00000-----
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Expurimonts conductod by irA chamists uorking under spo~sorship of tho

~ostorn Washington Ex~er1cantalStntion of Washington Statu Oollege nnd tho

Frozon Pack Laborotory of the Unitad Statos :Buraau. of Chomistry nndSoH!;,

shoil that pans,. spinach. bush nnd polo Bnnp bonns. o.l'ld oo.rly mnturing suoet
,

corn aro promising crops for commorico.l cu.lturo Md for subsoquant frozon

pn.ck prosorvation.

This informo.tion uas disclosod in a preliminnrJ report for 1936

titlod,"Vogatablo Vnrioty Trip~s in Relo.tion to Froezi~gpreservntiont"
-,

submi ttGd to Don G. Aboi. Stato Administrotor for ilPA, uho stated thnt n

joint oxporimontal project uns begun in the summer of 1936 Wid that rosults

o.tto.inad to date ~GrO oxtronoly satisfactory.

In th'l Pa.cific Northilost. Abel pointed out, tho froz.:m pack vogotablo,

industry is confined at presunt largoly to tho region ilOSt of tho Cascade

Mountains. Tho exporimonts, mndo uith vogotables gro'.7Il in tha PuYo.llup

Vo.lley, uore conductad at tho frozen pack laboratory in tho Spoknno stroot

Torminol. O. D. Schvartze of the State Collego nnd H. O. Diohl of tho U. S.

Bureau. of Chomistry, diroctod tho oxporiconts.
,

---00000-----
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i7PA ':1orkers offered private Jobs undor reasonably fo.v.orable ':1orking

condi tions and at ml€.:lS in exooss of the seouri ty oarnings being paid, uill

automatically bo reooved from the UPA pay roll as no longer oligible for UFA

':1ork, State Administrator Don G. Abel stated this Doming in announcing the

policy of th~ i10rks Progress Administration to ooopern.to m th private industry

in filling its ooployn0nt requironents.

":Both the State Dcpartluent of Socio.1 Security and the NBS are ohooking

uith us cl~sely on 0.11 ncu certifications, and all irk uork.:lrs nre required

to rogistor u1 th tho NBS for privo.te .:loploynont, even though thoy ere no".7

eoployed ".71th tho ~A,ll Mr. Abel stated.
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"Gimme" smiles beamed in the W,pA state offices when an express package

labeled l':1ashington Delicious Applesl was delivered to State Administrator

Don G. Abel. However, the smiles soon faded when one supposed apple fall

from the box to land. on tho floor with il. sound like a dropping 2x4. Wooden

appl03s was the anSW03r.

Under direction of tho ~A Division of Education, apple packing schools

are being arranged for Wapato, Ahtanum, Selah, and Yakima. With WPA instructors

using wooden apples pa.in ted n.nd shDil0d idontica.lly with the genuin0 va.rioty1

students a.ro given a complete course in a.pplo-wra.pping and pa.oking. Last year

more tha.n 500 a.ttoncBd th0S.:l cours.:ls, i7ith a.l.tnost every student landing a job

during tho pa.cking season.

..,. .··...()OOOO----
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The WPA game fish oonservation program is rapidly proving its worth not only

as a program but also as to popular approval by citizens and tax-payers alike in

every community, according to State Administrator Don G. Abel. Sponsored by the

Washington State Department of Game and Fish, some 10 projects have been started

or completed in the various counties, calling for expenditure of over a quarter

of a million dollars in the building of fish hatcheries, improving game farms,

construction of fish-protecting screens in streams and irrigation ditches, and

the creating of natural rearing ponds.

Eighty-five per cent complete is the largest of these hatcheries, located

at Issaquah, with a capacity of handling better than fifteen million fry a year..

other practically completed hatcheries are located at Seward Park, King County;

Griffith Springs, Spokane County; and the wbite River Hatchery in Pierce County.

Presidential approval on an $18,000 proposed ha tchery near Yakima has just been

received, and other hatcheries are being planned for lVPA work by the State

Department, to begin shortly.

During the course of the next few years, these conservation improvements

should make a marked difference in tho game fish conditions of our many lakes

and streams.

----ooooo~---

Seattle, Washington, May 21, 1937
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With private employment still drawing on the WPA ranks at the rate

of 1,000 persons per week, the mid-month check of workers on YiPA projects

shows 29,688 employed as of May 15 as against 30,497 employed on May 1,

State Administrator Don G. Abel made known today.

Since May 1, 710 men and woren are known to have found jobs in

private industry, while 1,467 failed to report for work, signifying they

had found other means of livelihood than iVPA. In the same period, 756

persons were certified by the State Department of Sooial Seourity as in

need of relief and eligible for YiPA work. However, reassignments of those

certifiod by the State Department of Social Security are only being made

in oases where persons have left the V,'PA rolls for private employment and

such employment has terminated.

-----00000---...
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The WPA Columbia Gorge surveying and mapping project has reached a stage

of 50 per oent completion, State Administrator Don G. Abel announced today.

The mapping and surveying for recreational and industrial facHities of the

Columbia River from Vancouver to The Dalles is expected to reveal considerable

valuable data for use by chambers of commerce and industrial research workers.

The project is under the oo-sponsorship of the Regional Planning Council, which

supervised the survey on the Oregon side of the Columbia River, and the

• Washington State Planning COlmcil for the state of Washington. A ten-man crew

is now employed on the project.

-~--------------------------------------------------------

A l30-man orew is nOl., employed on the V;PA mineral survey projeot sponsored

by the State Department of Conservation and Development, a nd operating in ten

oounties of the state, State ~~A Administrator Don G. Abel stated. Numerous

test holes and trenches have been sunk at the Castle Rook site in Cowlitz

County and the Morton site in Lewis County. Testing is also being carried on

• in Grays Harbor County, Jefferson County, Skagit County, and Snohomish County•

Samples of the ore gathered are being forwarded to Olympia for analysis in the

laboratories of the Department of Conservation and Development. This project is

scheduled to oontinue until next fall.

-----00000-----

Seattle, Washington, May 21, 1937
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"By their pet superstitions you shall knaw them." At least,

that's one way of identifying the average run of humanity, according

to faots unearthed by the WPA Federal Writers' Projeot, with 4,500

writers throughout the United St~tes winding up the two years' task of

compiling guide boo~ of each state, containing as incidental infor-

mation strange bits of folk lore.

If an awl hoots at night and your guest grabs for the salt celler

to counteract the evil omen by sprinkling salt across his palm, he or

she is from the Far South. If your guest, after retiring, wakens the

hoursehold by dragging his bed away from the window and offers as ex-

planation that the moon shown across it, he's from the west. Another

western superstition is that three lights in a room assures bad luck.

If a baseball player meets a cross-eyed girl, he keeps walking until he

passes a white horse. Spitting on the bait for the first cast is

considered a good luck omen by fishermen •

-----00000--·--
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Better than five per cent of the total of illiterate

adults in the state of Washington are now enrolled in the literacy

classes being conducted throughout the state by the WPA through its

Division of Education, State Administrator Don G. Abel announced.

The last available figures on literacy for the state of Washington

give 13,000 as the approximate census. More than 600 men and women

are now enrolled in the WPA literacy classes throughout the state

being conducted by some 50 teachers.

Not only are these people being taught their ABC's, but in-

corporated into the study is a course fitting them for citizenship.

One of the major objectives of this WPA course, Mr. Abel stated, is

to reduce adult illiteracy in the state and to open the doors of

adult opportunity to those who havo been denied the usual privilege

of a public school education.

-----00000000-----

Seattle, Washington, May 28, 1937
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Cooperating with the sponsors of the All-Amerioan Soap-box Derby in the state

of Washington,- the WPA Division of Recreation has arranged with its field personnel

in the state to make available detailed instructions to all youngsters dosiring to

entor the oontost and to interpret for them regulations and rules oovering their

entries. Any boy, aocording to WPA State Administrator Don G. Abel, eligible to

enter the contest, may seoure technical advioe or advioe as to interpretation of

the rules and regulations by oonsulting the WPA recreational director in his

oommunity.

- - . - - - - - - ~ - . - -- - - -- - - - - - - - - - . - - - - -
WPA adult education classes are expected to continue throughout the summer in

almost all oommunities throughout the state, State Administrator Don G. Abol stated.

"Interest in tho olasses in Amorioanization and naturalization is holding up

remarkably well, and as long as attendance warrants we hopo to continue. In a

number of cases it will be nooessary to transfer the educational teacher from the

educational to the reoreational branoh of the program, but classes holding up in

attendanoe throughout the SUDlInCr will not be discontinued.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
An attempt will be made by tho WPA to furnish instruotors and supervisors o.t

tho various playfields and outdoor swimming pools wi. th which the ViPA ho.s during the

past year boen directly or indirectly oonnooted. Ofrioials may,by conto.oting tho WPA

distriot office and making their desires known to th~ diz~rict supervisor of

recreo.tion, request instructors or supervisors for these various reoreational

facilities and, if suoh nre available, they will be assigned to the task, st~ted

State Administro.tor Don G. Abel.

-----00000-----
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The WPA has many types and varieties of projeots in its vast soheme of

supplying work relief, but none is DlOre unique in the state of Washington than

the visiting housekeeper projeot under the direotion of the Women's and

Professional Projeots Division. In this projoct women aro taken from tho rolief

rolls end assigned to the task of aiding families less fortunato-familios in

whioh age or illness has added to the burdens of lifo.

How en assigned WPA visiting housekeeper p~sses her day may be shown

from this extraot from a worker's diary.

"Case 1. Arrived 9 e..m. on diabetio oase--gengrene of the foot--most of

toes gone--others going for want of insulin. Gave insulin hypodermioally.

Cheered patient.

"Case 2. Arrived at 9130 a.m. Mother a heart case from the flu--five

ohildren--two under sohool age. Aired the rooms, mado the beds, swept and

dusted. SlDr mother taken to County Hospital in serious oondi tion. Left ten

loaves of bread for Dad to bake when he returned from WPA work. Gathered up

children and took thom with me to Case 3, family of 10.

"Case 3. Mother pregnant and suffering from anomia. Did big washing.

"Returned to Case 1. Again gave insulin. Dressed foot. Stopped at

Case 2 to remind Dad bread was waiting to be baked, Left children with him.

Seriously he said, 'I'd hate to go baok and live the old way--dirt, bakers'

bread, and everything. You oertainly havo made our plaoo shine.'

"Comment. 'What e. day--seven hours, but was it worth it.l-

-----00000-----

Seattle, Washington, JtmO 4, 1936
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Blue Gum trees from the jungles of Australia, Deodar trees from the igh•

plateaus of India, Oriontal Rhododendrons from the far interior of China, liVing,

growing specimens--that is what the future botany student may expect with the

complf;ltion of the University of Washington Arboretum now under construction by

the WPA, to bo rated the sooond largest in tho United States.

What is an arboretum? According to Dean Hugo Winkenwerder, Dean, Colloge

Faculty, University of Washington, an arboretum is both a scientific gardf;ln and

a beautiful park. The City of Seattle,has turnf;ld ovor Washington Park for that

purpose, and to the WPA has been allotted thf;l task of transforming the huge

265-o.cre plot bordering the shores of La.k:e Washington into 0. scientifio laboratory

of living plant life.

Completed, the University of Wo.shington Arboretum will be 0. '{eat living 

museum of trees, shrubs. and plants takon from tho world ovor. Ll1beled and

soientifically arranged, it will be possiblo for plant lovers to leam to

•

reoognize the plants and identify them by their true DliJllCS.

The famous Kew Gardons in London oomprise 288 o.cres and the Arnold .A7~

near Boston, the present largest in the United States, oonto.ins 266 aores. The

University of Washington Arboretum, with its 265 acres end 24 milCUI of pathwny,

will be one of the wonder-spotll of the world.

-----00000-----
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The WPA air-marking program, oalling for the painting, lettering, and labeling

with oode emblems ~onspiouous roofs, highways, and points easily observed from the

air, is now nearing oompletion in four distriots of the state and operating or

• soheduled to operate in the remaining two, anno\mced State Administrator Don G.

Abel.

The huge orange and blaok signs dooorating many roof-tops throughout tho state

givo tho namo of tho town adjaoent or surrounding and with oode emblems give the

type, class, distanoe, and direction to the nearest landing field. In addition,

a marker called a meridian is used, the meridian arrow pointing to true north instead

of magnetio north, in the event the aviator or pilot wishes to cheok his compass.

Thoso air-marking signs are a part of a national air-marking program sponsorod by

• tho State Highway Department and supervised by tho Foderal Departmont of Air

Conuneroe.

In the Eastern Washington District, comprising the 10 eastern Washington

counties, some 40 of the hugo signs, ranging from lOQ-foot down, with letters

averaging 12 feot high, are completed, and additional signs are still boing paintod.

In the Oontral Washington District, made up of the 10 central Washington oountios,

86 signs have boen construoted and the work will continue throughout tho sununer.

Northwestern Washington oounties have some 30 markers, and the Pugot SOUld area

•
south and west of Tacoma, som0 40. Tho program is just getting under way in

southwestern Washington, and work is expected to start in the Seattle area soon.

Sites approved for the markers are the flat tops of reofs of sohools or other

publio buildinGs so located in the oommunity that they are oasily visible from the

air and easily identified, In some locations, however, the roefs of barns and

private buildings have boen used, as well as placing the signs on the concrete

highways at interseotion or j\motion points. Aviators and various transportation
•

officials have boen high in their praise of the value of tho work.

Seattle, Washington, Juno 11,1931---00000--- BH
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While illiteracy reduotion has long been a government efrort, even before

•
the oreation of the Works Progress Administration, aooording to statistios

just made available, it is the WPA that has speeded up the work. Acoording to

reoords now on hand, 700,000 adult Amerioans have been taught to road and write

during the past rour years in whioh tho education programs of the various Fodoral

relief agencies have beon operat1ng, with Maroh of this year showing an enrollment

1n the WPA literaoy classes of 24l.048 men and women. Throughout the United

States 22,799 literacy classes are being oonducted by 5,785 assigned instruotors,

qualified teaohers taken mostly from the relief rolls.

Aocording to WPA Adm1nistrator Harry L. Hopkins, illiteraoy in the Unitod

States has been reduced one-sixth through the adult eduoational program of the

Federal relief agenoies. "If these relief olasses were discontinued today

they would have made a permanent reduotion in the illiteraoy ranks of the

United States," Mr. Hopkins said. "Immigration restrictions now bar foreign

illiterates from entering this OOtmtry. and expansion of the sohool system,

especially in the rural distriots, insures further favorable effects on future

illiteracy. "

• -----00000-----
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~FA DEER GET STATE COPPER'S GOAT
: ;

The daily mail of WPA State Administrator Don G. Abel oontains a variety of

oriticism, complaints, and praise as to the operation of the WPA work in this

state, but the prize complaint was reoeived recently from a state patrolman

stationed near Puyallup.

State game officers have releasod a number of young deer in the woods near

PuyallUp. Tho animals bogan vonturing closer and closer to town until they met

up with 0. WPA road orow working there. The herd soon found out that WPA worlanen

on tho prejeot wero more than willing to share the sandwiohes, cQke, and pie from

their lunches. The result was that 0. Puyallup citizen oalled the state patrol

effioe the other day and oomplained that a doer was sniffing around tho icebox

on his baok porch.

Patrolman Joe Sladek of Puyallup jumped into tho state "paddy" wagon and

rushed to tho citizen's home. He put the nosoy deer in the back cempartment

of the patrol and headod back for the woods where the young fellow Was turned

loose.

Returning to PuyallUp, Patrolmc~ Sladek stepped from his machine only to

find the young deer trailing him as faithfully as a pampered hound. "Somothing's

got to be done about this," Patrolman Sladok oomplained to Stato Administrator

Abel. "First thing you know these cQke-eating deer will bo wanting me to taxi

them around the valley."

-----00000-----
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Even Mother Nature is lending a helping hand in cutting down operative costs

on WPA projeots. At the WP'I. airport job in Yakima, water wagons wero rG,!':isitioned

and drivers assigned by ViPA District Direotor O. R. Young for the purpose of

watering down the heavy dust on the field hampering the graveling and stock pilo

work boing carriod on at tho port. Hardly had drivers and wagons appoarod on tho

field whon tho skies opened up and gavo tho field and workings a drenohing suoh as

tho WPA never could have hoped for by artifioial means.

----------------- --------
19 SAFE DRIVING SCHOOLS OPJiWED IN THE STATE

There are now 19 safe driVing schools being conducted in the state of

• Washington under the supervision of WPA instructors, State Administrator Don G.

Abel. announced. More than 10,000 men and women have attended those schools and

COursos. At tho last school opened in Wonatchoo this month, a rogistration of

botter than a thousand was attainod.

Up to June 1 of this year highway fatalitios increasod 25 por cont over last

year, B. F. Snook, State Suporvisor of Safety Education, statod, "In the face of

this rocord tho nocessity of un organized educational oronpaign to curb the rising

death rato cannot bo deniod."

-_ ..... _-.--------------------
WPA ~\ND .l\MERIC£.N RED CROSS COOPERi..TE

The department of vi sual educc.tion is working in clo se coopero.tion with the

American Red Cross and other safety organizations throughout tho stc.to in a

campaign to educato the public in life-saving and tho rudiments of first aid,

according to State Administrator Don G. Abel. In tho past two years more than

10,000 porsons in this state havo bean cortifiod for first aid work through tho

offorts of the WPA safety oduoation division undor the suporvision of B.F. Snook.

Seattle, Washington, June 1~, 1937---00000----- BH
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~RITERSt PROJECT DISCLOSES ORGINATION OF SCOTCH HEATHER IN NORTHWEST

According to reoords disolosed by research workers on the WPA Fedoral Writers'

project, agrioultural and botanical experiment fiolds wero ostablishod in Whatcom

County 0.5 early as 1860 by John Bennott. Bennett arrived in tho Pugot SounU

district in 1858 bringing with him 0. verito.blo troasuro house of roots, bulbs and

seeds whioh he had oolleoted in the oourse of his world-wide travel. Among the

various species of fruits and plants credited as having originated from Mr.

Bonnett's experiments are tho Bennett pear and the Bennett Champion plum.

The Sootoh hoathor and tho holly troe now beooming so prevalent on the

roadside areas throughout tho Coast were also brought to the nort~ost by

Mr. Bennott.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - -

A WPA projeot being conductod at the University of Washington to attompt

to find a solution for the surplus small fruits and sour oherry crops of Western

Washington is rapidly nearing oompletion, WPA State Administrator Don G. Abel

stated today. Aooording to the reoords, fresh fruit sales take oare of but 0.

small peroentage of the fruit. Canning oares for another portion, and plaoing

in barrels for fountain syrups and jams aids still further for the consumption

.. of the orop. The plan being oxperimonted with at the University of Wo.shington,

with the aid of WPA researoh workors, is for a oold po.ok method and tho method

for tho making of wines. It is hoped tho.t from tho survey 0. so.tisfo.otorj method

of wino-making from fruits and sour cherries will be derived, making possible

tho consumption of who.tover surplus crop mo.y prosent itself e~oh yoo.r.

..
----- 000000 -----
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WPA SURVEYS SCHOOL CHILDRm

• According to WPA State Administrator Don G. Abel, WPJ~ workers on the Survey of

Grade School Achievements being conduoted state-wide, will within the coming year

have oompleted a graph of every public sohool ohild in the state of Washington be-

tween the fifth and oighth grades, showing his or her strong and weak: points in

oaoh partioular study within tho grade sohool ourrioul~ The purpose of thoso

neutral tests made into graph form is to aid both te~ohor and parent in finding the

ohild's ca.paoity for learning and searohing out his or her weaknoss in any partioular

sUbjeot•

• Through legisl~tivo a.ction during the p~st yoar tho romedioal system of teuohing

has been approved. Children whose noutr~ test gruph shows them espeoially woak in

ono subjoot will bo givon specio.l tutoring in thut purtioul~r subjeot. Not only

will those graph records show the o~pucity of tho pupil, but thoy will also sorvo ~s

~ pointer of the ability of tho teuohor of thut partioular class. The United St~tos

Department of Educe.tion and tho St~te Depurtment of Education aro anxious to have

those rosults known and incorporato them into their future pIons ..

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
• BOMuse of the faot that most 0.11 oarly records of the W~\shington and Orogon

territory wore furnishod by the early Catholic missionaries and written largely
.

in Frenoh, it h~s become nocessary for tho Works Progress Administration to assign

~ Fronoh translator to o.id tho resouroh workers now assigned to the WPA project

making an extonsivo survey of tho history of oducation in tho early northwost, WPA

Stato Administrator Don G••·..bol made known today.

-----0000000000-----
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Numerous possible ohanges in WPA prooedure atter July 1st were indioated

today with anno1.mcement by WPA State Administrator Don G. Abel that atter Jlme

28 all WPA pay oheoks would be mailed directly to the worker by the Treasury

Department a.t Seattle, and the present system of distribution by WPA paymasters

abolished•.

Timekeepers on all WPA projects throughout the state are being instructed

to contaot the workers and seoure the oorrect maUing address of each. In the

future, pay rolls originating on the jobs will bear the address as well as the

nrone of the worker and it will be the responsibility of tho worker to keep the

timekeeper informed of any chango of address bofore tho tormination of a pay

•
roll poriod. Tho customary fivo-day period now nocossary for auditing of pay

rolls and mo.king of chocks wi. 11 still be in effect. Chocks will bo mailed

directly to the address as given by the worker on his time sheet, and if not

called for in five days will be returned to the Treasury Department in Seattle.

This change in procedure, State Administrator Don G. Abel anno1.mced, will

mean the elimination of WPA paymasters and relieve the WPA of the responsibility

of pay check distribution.

According to Treasury Department officials, this change in WPA procedure

will necessitate the mailing of some 65,000 checks a month. The move is

• considered one of economy and is being placed in effect throughout the United

States. The use of open-faced Treasury envelopes will necessitato only the

additional typing of the address of the worker upon the faco of the check. In

the east where this system has been in effect for some time, it has proved most

satisfactory.

..
-----00000-----
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President Franklin D. Roosevelt's anoestral home at Hyde Park; the international

rowing regatta oourse at Poughkeepsie) Vassar College;--not ourrent events headlines

but seotions of Dutohoss County, Now York, as oovored by the Dutohess County Guido

compiled by tho WPA Amorioan Guidobook Projoot and now appoaring in a limited

edition sponsorod by tho Women's City and County Club of Dutohess County, Now York.

The book, a volume oontaining 166 pages, with numerous photographs, drawings,.

and maps, also deals with the geographioal, geological, and historioal annals of

Dutohess County. The oity of Poughkeepsie, where University of Washington reoently

proolaimed its supremacy over the rowing world, is fUlly covered as toitlnindustrial

aotivities, points of interest, and historical baokground surrounding the first

rowing regatta as staged on the Hudson in 1837.

Vassar College, with its beautiful buildings and campus, and historical

baokground, is described and piotured. The historioal village of Fishkill, tho

oldest spot in Dutohess County, with its ancient buildings and homes; the to\'ll of

Beacon, second largest in Dutohess County; tours through the middle Hudson valley,

olaimed to be one of the most beautiful spots in the world; all are oovered with

speoial map s and guide prints olearly showing highway markings and points of

interest along each tour.

The Dutohess County Guide is published by the William Penn Association of

Philadelphia, 130 South 15th Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. and is listed

at a price of 11.25.

-----00000-----

Seattle, Washington, June 25, 1937
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More than 9,000 men and women in the state of Washington have taken the first

aid oourse offered by the WPA Department of Safety Eduoation during the two years

• the oourse has been available, State Administrator Don G. Abel stated today•

The aourse, adapted by the WPA from the United States Department of Interior

Bureau of Mines Manual, oovers the seven fUndamentals of first aid. Fifteen hours

of instruotion are required before those 'taking the oourse are given their

oertifioation oard. During these 15 hours of instruotion the student is not only

given the theory of first aid but is made to aotually perform the first aid work

presoribed for each type of aooident.

In artifioial respiration, oontrol of bleeding, and treatment for shock, the

• stUdent, using a fellow student as his patient, goes through all the motions,

looates all pressure points, and applies the treatment neoessary.

In the seotion of caring for wounds, caring for fractures, and oaring for

burns, the student gets aotual experienoe in bandaging wounds and learns the type

of bandage more adaptable for eaoh seotion of the body.

Three hours of this oourse is given over to a study of the transportation of

the wounded or injured. In this the student also gets actual experience in

preparing an injured person for transportation and learns we:ys and methods of

" moving the injured without danger of additional injury.

Not only are foremen of oonstruotion, oitizens, and workers applying for this

oourso, bu't even nurses and some hospital attendants have applied. Aooording to

State Supervisor of Safoty Education B. F. Snook, this type of adult oduoation

is reoeiving hoarty approval wherovor classes are opened.

-----00000-.---

• Seattlo, Washington, July 2, 1937
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BEE STING PROVES FATAL

A bee sting reoeived while working on a WPA projeot near Wapato Lake,

Pierce COtmty,was indireotly the oause of the death of Earl MoClintook, age 40,

a WPA workman.

MoClintock reoeived the sting in the morning but thought nothing of it tmtil

noon when he oonplained of pains about his ohest. He was driven to Taooma for

medioal attention and later taken to his home. At his home he suddenly collapsed

and died ~lmost instantly.

t Coronary thrombosis, a olot in the heart, was given as the direct oause of

death, but the bee sting was believed to have been indireotly responsible.

-"----------------~---------------

SEAGULLS FLY INLAND

Htmdrods of seagUlls, crows and ravens have joined the ranks of the 60 WPA

workers battling the Mormon orioket infestation near Pasco where, according to

Arthur Chase, Washington state College entomologist, the plague is the worst in

the history of the district.

•
The seagulls, orows and ravens began appearing about ten days a.~o and show

absolutely no fear of the various WPA workers ItSsigned to dusting and spraying

poison along the various ditches enoircling infested fields in an effort to stem

migration. The poison being sprayed within the ditches seeming to ha.vo no effoct

upon the birds, they feod on live and poisoned oriokets alike.

-----00000-----

• Seo.ttle, Washington, July 2, 1937
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YOUNG DEER STAYS FRIENDLY

WPA workmen near Locke. Eastern Washington, disoovered a young fawn in

the trail some two weeks ago. its one front leg badly broken. The workmen

oarried the fawn to their truok and brought it into Spokane where Dr. Ralph F.

Canfield of the Spokane Veterinary Hospital set the leg and dressed it in

splints.

• For several weeks the young deer has been the baokyard pet of Charles

McAllister, a WPA workman, whose junior son and daughter have fed the young

deer with a bottle and christened it Woopa.

Yesterday M~\llister reoeived a visit from the state game warden and was

notified that it was unlawful to keep a deer in oaptivity. Today Woopa is back

in his native haunts above Locke but refuses to take to the woods oountry,

preferring'. the timekeepor's shack at the WPA projeot instead.

----00000-----

• Seattle, Washington, July 2, 1937
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Buried pirate treasuros may have their lure, but the state of Idaho,

accordinE to the recontly pUblishod Idaho Guidobook, compilod by writers from

the WPA Fodoral Writors' Projoct, also has its troasures of buried gold.

In tho 1860's and 70's the Clan of the Robbors' Roost was functioning most

efficiently~ Gold boing freighted from the various diggings by pack trains w~s

the lure. From the Jackson Hole, Wyoming country, to the Salmon River country,

gold shipments running into hundreds of thousands of dollars per shipment, were

not unfamiliar sights. However, the Vigilantes were on their toes. In the Idaho

Guidebook a dozen various robberios are detailed and doscribed, in which tho

Vigilantes caught up with tho highwayman, only to find that his loot had been

buried some placo in tho wilderness.

Treasure-hmlting for those long-buried gold shipmonts has net as yet reached

tho point of beooming a popular pastime. Howevor, with tho advent of bettor

roads and transportation, some tourist of the future may scratch tho ground

boneath a burren cliff to build his ovening fire and thereupon disoover his

fortune, the buried loot of somo highwayman of the Old West.

-----00000-----

Seattlo, Washington, July 9, 1937
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The WPA reoreational program, swinging into full operation at the olose of

school, has already established 640 reoreational oenters serving young and old in

supervised reoreation within 257 oommunities of the state, WPA Stato Administrator

Don G. Abol announcod today.

During the month of June o.pproximatoly 150,000 ohildren and grownups

participated in the sports and rocreational aotivities oarried on o.t the various

canters, with an additiono.l ostimated 100,000 persons as spootators. Some 500

WPA instructors ho.ve beon assigned to the full-timo suporvision of the various

playfiolds and reoreo.tional conters, o.nd with the aid of some 40 supervisors

furnished by the sponsors, the various cities and oommunities of the state,

supervised recreation is being given 0. thorough test.

In the past, with the close of school and the trooping of the children to the

streets, playfields, and vacant lots, tnrentst worries startod. With tho intra-

duct ion of suporvised recroation undor WPA roorco.tiono.l supervisors, tho picture

is changing. Every form of game and sport ovent from fly-casting to archery is

to.ught, contests arranged, and tournaments sohoduled. Not only is the child

to.ught the sport he sooms to enjoy most, but 0. oertain amount of oharacter-building

work is instilled along with tho gumo. City and park board officials aro

cooperating whole-hoartedly with the program, and tho o.ttondanoo at tho rocroo.tiono.l

oenters is increasing daily.

-----00000-----

Seattle, Washington, July 9, 1937
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Ten WPA zone offioes, eaoh managed by a zone engineer and carrying a staff

aooording to relief load af assignment offioer, inspecting engineer, and supervising

timekeeper, will be established in Spokane, Yaldma, Bellingham, Everett, Seattle,

Port Angeles, Taooma, Hoquiam, Chehalis, and Vancouver, replacing the present six

distriot WPA offioes now in oporation~,State Administrator Don G. Abel statod.

The Spokane zone offioe, formerly distriot No.1, will supervise the work

in the eastern oounties. The zone offioe at Yakima will supervise 'I'i'PA work in

the oentral oounties. In northwestern Washington tho former district No. 3 is

being broken up into two zoncs with a zone engineor at Bellingham for Whatoom and

San Juan oounties, and a zone ongineer at Everott for Skagit, Snohomish and Island

counties.

King County will have a zone office independent of the state administrative

offioe, which will also handle Kitsap County. The zone office to be established

at Port Angeles will care for Clallam and Jefferson counties. The Taooma zono

office will supervise Mason, Thuroton, and Pierce oounties, while tho former

district office at Longview will be disbondod entirely and a zone offico established

at Chehalis to cnre for Lmlis. Cm,litz and Pacific cuuntios e Tho zone office

alrondy in oporation at Vanoouver will remaL~. mld in addition a zone office will

be ostablished at Hoquiam to superviso Grays Harbor county.

-----00000-----

Soattle, Washington, JUly 16, 1937
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The reoent reorganization of tho WPA administrativo foroe, oalling for

abandonment of the sixWPA distriot offioos and replaoement ~ ton zone officos,

will have little offoot on tho ostablished prooodure between sponsors and WPA

administrativo offioials. State Administrator Don G. Abel announoed.

In the past. rolo.tionship botweon tho 1000.1 sponsor und the WPA has beon

mostly with regard to engineering or projeot supervision. Under the new set..up.

the sponsors will oontinue to take suoh matters up with the zone engineer, who

in turn will oontaot the state offioials. The same prooedure holds true with the

sponsoring of now projeots. Projeots will be submitted to tho zono engineer for

inspeotion and, moeting with his approval, will be forwarded on to the state

offioo for final approval before sonding to Washington. D. C.

"As to tho WPA workor." Mr. Abol said, "tho assignment offioo in eaoh former

distriot will be oontinuod with roduoed personnol and the work of assi@jning man

to tho job will be in the hands of the zone assignment offioer. A supervising

timokoopor will be assigned to oo.oh zone, but 0.11 pay rolls will bo forwardod

•

direct to the sto.to offioo in Seattlo for audit. All finanoo and accounting

nooessary to the projects will bo done in Soattle. This will eliminate entiroly

the finanoe diVision o.s formerly opero.ted in oo.ch distriot. In trans.ferring this

work to the state offioe finunce division. littlo o.dditional persamel will bo

neoessary."

-----00000-----

Soattlo, Washington. July 16, 1937
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tomes, produced by the Federal Writers' Project of the Works Progress Administra-

tlon for the American Guide Series, are ooming off the prosses of the country in

an increasing number. This is tho word rectdvod here by J8.1OOS W. Egan, Washing-

ton stato director of tho Writors' Project.

With the exception of the monumental District of Columbia. Guide issued under

the title of "Washington: City and Capital," the work of the Government Printing

Office, most of the American Guide publications are being sponsored by public and

private agencies, including states, cities, ch~bers of commerce and historical

societies.

The "Idaho Stat0 Guide" was plo.ced on sale oo.rly lust spring. The

Mo.sso.chusetts Guide is on tho press and will bo followed by five othor Now

England sto.te guido s.

Local Guidos havo been issued by Dubuque und Des Moin(;s, Iowo.; So.vanno.h~

Georgio.; NG'W Castle, Delaware, und other communities. Specio.l volumes include

"Ca.pe Cod Pilot," 0. colorful 400-po.ge Guide to this colorful seotion of

Mc.ss:lchusettsl "Who's Who in the Zoo", "Tales of Pioneer Pittsburgh", "The

Harmony Sooiety of Pennsy1van1~"J and the "Duchess County Guide," dealing

with the home country of President Franklin D. Roosevelt. An unusual volume is

the "Flora of Puerto Rico," printed in Spanish.

Material for the Washington State Guide und speoial guides to tho citios

of Soattle, Taooma and Spokane vdll soon be available for public or private

sponsorship, according to State Director Egan. Information concerning any pub-

lioation of the Fodoro.l Writers' Project can bo socurod by writing to Room 200

of th(; Alo.ska Building•

- . -
Soo.ttle, Washington, July 28, 1937
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The first oargo of lumber sent fr~ the Paoifio Northwest to the Orient

was shipped in 1860 by Isaao Parker, later a pioneer oity treasurer of Seattle and

father of Curtiss Parker, engineer in the Smi!th Tower, acoording to information

gathered this week by a researoh worker on the WPA Historioal reoords Survey•

•

Hoisting oanvas on the schooner Leonidas, the dOUghty pioneer, who had

been trained in the east as a master meohanio and not as a sea captain, steered his

course from Puget Sound to China, determined to find a market for lumber he had

received as wages and could not sell at home.

Suooess of that bold adventure is established in the faot that Parker

sent another oargo of lumber to Shanghai three years later. Among the cherished

possessions of his son has been found a bill of lading, yellowed with age, but still

" legible, reoording this seoond voyage. The little dooument, sor~led in ink in a

small hand, is made out to Isaao Parker and dated July 2, l863~ It oalls for 1,277

paokages of maohinory in addition to a boiler and lumber. Freight oharges on the

oargo were $852. Aooording to an itemized acoount on the baok of the paper, Parker

and his party took 11,057 feet of lumber and 4B bundles of shingles. They embarked

on the U.S. outter Jeff Davis for San Franoisco and transferred to the bark

Catalina.

Parker was an outstanding figure in the early history of Puget Sound., and

• was eleoted oity treasurer in 1888. He died in 1914. As a master mechanio Parker

came from Boston to San Franoisoo, and then to Washington Territory in 1853 where,

under oontraot with Martin and Felt, he built the seoond sawmill on Puget Sound at

Apple Tree Cove, now Kingston. Four years later ho ereoted another mill at

Utsalady, and in 1860 was paid in lumbor for which thoro was no local markot. After

his first suooessful voyago to China he roturned to form a small shipping syndioato•

• Seattlo, Washington, August 4, 1937
•*•
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High praise is given the Works Progress Administration and WPA workers

by Editor C. B. Lafromboise in his Enumclaw Courier-Herald column "Once a

Week." of August 6, for the work done on the Enumclaw grade school.

"I have seen many WPA projects but I have yet to see one that is being

done any better than that at the Enumclaw Grade School." Editor Lafromboise

writes. "In fact it is hard to find one that is done any better whether by

WPA or private contract.

~e all hear about the inefficiency of the lVPA and its men but if you

want to see something revealing go up to the grade school and inspect that

job. If all WPA jobs were run as well and all WPA workers performed as they

have on this project, public reaction toward the WPA would be much more

favorable."

Throughout the state,schools have been repaired, reoonditioned, recon-

structed with labor from WPA rolls and other WPA supervision and assistance.

As a result the school children of the state will have clean, improved quarters

in which to pursue their studies. Overcrowding and poor lighting, in a great

many instances, have been overoome. Among the WPA projects reoently reported

completed in addition to that in Enumclaw is the new grade school at Harrah,

near Toppenish, and improvements at the Sumner high school and the Meridian

high school in Kont. A new grade school will be erected at Arletta, the work

beginning next week •

"' ...... '"

August 11, 1937

•
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A third gate lodge for the University o£ W~hingl~1boret
entrance, to be erected with WPA labor, has been ske hed ~"ar~tec
gato lodges are about oomplote. All three .will be of sqltd ~e~
Enumclaw sandstone being used. fl1~

.*** "'~

I~n&EDIATE RELEASE
NEl'iS f!LLERS

•

Washougal's new Boy Scout oabin, ereoted with WPA labor, was opened Sunday.

****

•

Spokane oity oommissioners have asked Don G. Abel, State WPA Administrator,
to approve plans for construction of a wing of one-story buildings to enlarge tho
municipal airport administration offioes.

...***

Everett has made applioation torn. !mes'bnexI!; to assist in a $390,000
school building program. The Building Trades Counoil has protested use of WPA labor.

****

Edmonds high school is building a new athletic field with WPA labor.

*••*
Cle Elum's city oounoil is drafting plens for a South Cle Elum reservoir

project oalling for WPA labor.
****

• Forks high school will have an adequate football field this fall as a re
sult of WPA labor.

****
The new sohool house at Toppenish has been completed by WPA labor, repre

sentingan investment of $25,000.
****

A new livGstock barn for the Stevens County Grenge fairgrounds is to bo
constructed as a WPA projoot as soon as plans are approved in Washington, D. C.

****

Reoonstruotion of the Clallam County Auditorium in Port Angeles has been
approved as a WPA project by Don G. Abel, State WPA Administrator. The investment
will total $9,868.

• ****

Yakima County's new $80,495 airport constructed with WPA labor two miles
southwest of Yakima, was opened with daily plene service by Northwest Airlinos this
week.

****

"WPA crews working in the Spokane area report their work has been hampered
by poison ivy end rattlesnakes. That is really something new, as in this region it
has been politics end politiciens that interforred with most of the WPA projects dur
ing reoant years."---Davonport Times-Tribune•

....*.
August 11, 1937 Me
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Duok hunters of both eastern and western Washington he:

oause for oelebration in work ellWlating from the White House that

President Roosevelt has plaoed his official okeh on the long sought

for game refuge and breeding ground to be oonstructed with WPA funds

end materials at Turnbull Slough, three miles east of Cheney, Wash-

ington, for migratory water fowl.

The home of thousands of duoks end other water fowl,

Turnbull SlOUgh, with its 12,744 acres of swampland is hailed as a

natural game reserve. More than 5,000 duoks have been known to rise

at one time in single flight.

An earthen dam will probably be erected by 'fffi\ labor to

reflood the land drained some thirty years ago for farming purposes

end abandon wbon found unsuitable, and a breeding ground construoted.

The announcement is the forerunner of definite action on a

proposal whioh has been hanging fire for more than three years, aooord-

ing to Dr. W. Ro Bernard of Cheney, Chairman of the State Game Commission,

who statod ho end Thomas Lally, former ohairmen of the commission had

urged tho govornmont to take over the tract as one of n sorios of refugos

plenned for migratory fowl throughout tho nation.

•••••
August 12, 1937

Me



•

" "." . ,
'. '. '.,,'. '.-

"," ..S<;\,', ~ ...~or
e" ';;l.... , \.'"""...... ,~" -'", ,.1. y;.....,' .,; .....

'" .... r:-:: ~. >~~...

"~~
WORKS PROGRESS ADMIN I STRATI . ,/......:..,._"

200 Alnska Building
Seattle, Wnshington

lmmedinte Release
•

I
I,

Government eatimntes of totoJ. 1937 fruit production, plo.cing Wa.shington

•
almost six million bushels of o.pples ahea.d of the seoond highest eto.te and noxt

to tho top in pears, drew attention to the early oommeroial attempts as revealed

in information gathered by a WPA field wr1tel' on the Amerioan Guide, a federal

WTi~B projoot.

Acoording to historio reoordsSebastian Lauber and Charles and Joseph

Schanno, who first began the tide of immigration to the Yakima Valley, inaugurated

Washington' IJ first steps toward apple supremacy when they dug a small ditoh to

divert water from Wide Hollow Creek to their fields and gardens.

• From those first orude attempts grow tho gront 1rrigo.tion projeots of today'

suoh !UI tho Yakimn Vo.lloy and the Rozn roolo..mution. The Buroa.u of Agrioulturo.!

Economios of tho United Statos Dopartment of Agrioulture August 10, estimated

Washington's totnl npple crop nt 29,400,000 bushels which is 840,000 bushols loss

than tho July ostimato but almost a million and n half bushols moro than the

final crop figuros for lnst year. Estimated toto.! produotion for tho sooond

highost etnte, Now York is 23,800,000. Wnshington poar produotion is sot o.t an

ostimatod 5,840,000 bushels, oxoeeded only by the Co.lifornio. produotion.

•
----0000----
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HPS FILLERS

One Bremerton WPA worker on a park project so wall

•

•

,

he hid it in the brush and told the foreman it was lost. Imagine his surprise

next P87d.aT when $5 was deducted from his check. He could have bought the same

axe at a hardware store for $2, the worker said •

-2--

Clark County1s WPA emploJment rolls listed only about 800 men and women

in the week of August 9 to 14.

Work on the lhatcom County airport near Bellingham is to be resumed

immediately with WPA labor, there being about $100,000 available.

-2-

Farmers in the Pasco and Riverview roads districts have asked the

county commissioners to apply for WPA aid in setting out trees for wind breaks.

-2-

King County Commissioner Tom smith has announced 12 projects in which

$400,000 in federal iPA funds is being invested, addingl "It is a fact that if

WPA labrr was not available it would be impossible to go forward with the work."

--2-

Practically all available ~A workers in P~rt Angeles are working on the

new road to Ediz Hook, and on a sewer project. Federal WPA funds up to $122,099

have been made available through negotiations with Don G. Abel, state WPA adminis'

trator, and local property is to be bonded for $5(.755. Labor will f~~ $115,849.

-2--

Kittitas County is in such good financial condition the commissioners

doubt if they can get i7PA aid for their $150,000 new court house project.

-2--

Vancouver Barracks are to be remodeled, wooded areas are to be cleared.

and the Union high sehool gymnasium repaired with a $40,000 w.PA investment.
BH
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Longview citizens, aroused by the danger of Lake Sacajawea becoming a

private lake through foreclosures, ha?a started a movement to publicly buy

lakeshore tracts, and to improve the ~ores with WPA labor.

-2-...;.

Skagit County Commissioners have abandcned \'1PA aid and will bUild a

school farm shop out of tax funds.

-2-

IIDEA.R i7PA. II

~lease do not go out of existence for a while yet. for thore are many

things Puyallup still needs, like the widening of South Meridian south of the

park, and East Main, and a se~er system, and a oo~~unity swi~ling pool, and

public picnic grounds and a oivic crchestrn. Yours, reachinf, for the Stars,"-

Puyallup Valley Tribune •

--2-

\1PA 170RKER MISSING

Yakima i7J?A officials are searching for Edward Garratson, aged \1PA

recreational worker, who disappeared several weeks ago. He was last seen

lenving the swiDI'Jing pool in anger because children hael teased him. He has no

relatives or other means of support and fears are felt for his safety. He is

5 feet 3 inches tall, gr87 hair and moustache, round shouldered, weight about

120 pounds. He wore blue trousers and a blue denio shirt,

11K
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Are you an unrecognized playwright'l
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If you are, if no play of yours has had more than three weeks run in

New York or Dore than 28 perforoances on the road, you are eligiLle for the

national play contest announced by the Dramatists' Guild through the Federal

Theatre Projects of the Works Progress Administration.

First prize is $250, pl~s a run of not less than two weeks in New

York at Federal Theatre rental prices and possible later showings in other

parts of the United States. Plays not receiving the Doney prize uPy also be

produced, if the judges so decide, and regular contract rates will be paid.

Scripts ~ust be suboitted to the Play Policy Board, Federal Theatre

Projects, 122 East 42nd Street, New York City on or before Septeober 31, 1937,

and should be oarked "Fedoral Theatre Contest for Draoatists l Guild Prize".

Plays oust be the work of residents of the United States. Subject oatter is not

11oited, but plays based on Aoerican life will receive special attention.

scripts should bear the author's naoe on the title page only, this

will be reooved for judging. No return postage is necessary. Judges will

be Richard Lockridge. Drana Critic of the New York Sun, Lloyd Lewis, Drana Critic

of the Chicago Daily News and W. E. Oliver, Draoa Critic of the Los ~eles

Herald Express. Further info~ation regarding contest rules Day be obtained froo

the Seattle Federal Theatre Project - 1106 3rd Ave., Seattle, Washington.

-·--0000--
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F~r the first time in the annals of American education a method has

been evolved whereby the deficiencies of teachers may be infallibly

detected, acc~rding to a report from the WP~ professional and Service project

te Don G. Abel, Works Progress ~dministratO:'-...

The system soon will be inaugurated in the educatiQn departments in five

states of the ~acific northwest.

The disc0vpry resulted largely by accident when examiners were surveying

averages in the thQusands of test papers received on the work of pupils in the

fifth to e\ghth grades. Whereas the intention of the tests was t~ trace the

relative aptness or backwardness nf pupils in various studies, the cumulative

reports reflected in fact the teachers' work.

~ average stage of prOgress was established for pupils in ea~~ study at

any given time. When it appeared that a majority of pupils in a particular class

fell below their proper stage in any or a~l studies, the fault clearly was checked

against the teacher.

The test papers are designed entirely outside the knowledge of teachers,

and the tests are supervised by project examiners.

High schools of this state will receive the test system beginning

this fall.

--·-00000 .'-
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The transition of workers from the Works Progress Administration into private

empl~yment has shown an encouraging gain during the last several months, according

to reports made to Don G. Abel, State I.P.A. Administrat~r.

The number of such departures has not been great, but a sufficient gradual in-

crease to indicate a recovery tendency in some activities has been noted.

Eighteen men took their leave at different times since July 9 fr~m the Land Use

Survey project in Seattle. This was the most important evidence of rehabilitation

shown by any project.

These workers were nearly all rodmen, chainmen, observers or other secondary

w~rkers in the engineering department and their new jobs are in similar fields of

work. Several others in the group were technical engineers who found employment in

their chosen callings.

The episode is regarded by WPA officials as indication thet n pickup is oceurrinE

in engineering-construction work.

The sanitary department lost two supervisors within the last week. These were

well-trained technicians. One went into the planning division of the King County

engineer's office e't".. a salary of $250 a month. The other passed a civil service

examination and obtained a place in the traffic division of the Seattle police de-

partment at $160 a month.

Six men left the east of the Federal Theatre Project early this summer for

employment An ships. The ~ccurrence reflected only the seasonal pickup in the ship-

ping industry.

~o supervisors of the library department of the professional and service project

~btained positions a few days agO in the Seattle Public Library. Two translators

employed by the historical research division of the same project were engaged by the

University of Washington in their calling. These four eases figure as distinct ex-

amples of rehabilitation wrought by the WPA. because all of those involved obtained

their opportunity directly through ability shown in WPA work.
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The brightest record of rehabilitati~n·appears in a report from the Writers'

Project. Twenty-eight persons from an average quota of 50 to 60 have been

reinstated during the last year into private industry. About 18 of these were

restored either to their actual writing profession or into work of a related
•

character. Others who went into unrelated fiel&were brought to their opportunity

by the WPA connection.

Here is the list: Four writers have entered private newspaper work, nnd

three writers have entered publicity work. Seven writers have returned voluntarily

to private free lancing. Two writers have taken radio jobs. One writer has gone

lnto union orgnnizational work. One has opened a private advertisinr a~ency.

Two women writers have been appointed postmistresses. One writer has ?one into

edueational work; another accepted the pastorate of an Oregon church. The only,

Indian worker ever employed by the project is now assistant in a hospital. Seven

workers l~ve received jobs 1n~ar~branches of private industry ranfing froe

office management. clerking and real estate activity to selling jobs.

-----ooooo~--_·
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water, which has been improved with the aid of 1n'.1 labor. The 1937 peak consumption

was two mll1i?n gallons.

• •••
1P.1 ereWB have been put to work extending the water system at Sultan ~here

about two-thirds of a mile of mains are being installed•

•••
The town of Tolt has perfeoted its water rights on the Tolt River and is

negotiating with Don G• .1bel, state WP.1 administrator, for WP.1 labor and funds •

•••
Senator Homer T. Bone is cooperating with Tacoma and Pierce oounty officials

• in hastening WoP.1 work on a new bridge over Hylebos Creek at Tacoma's eastern city

limits which will wipe out a three mile detour nou nocessary to reach suburban

beach settlements. Don G• .1bel, state WP.1 administrator, is speeding the nego'ia-

tions.

... ....
The salmon fishing industry of the puget Sound basin has been materially aided

by WP.1 labor and funds, according to reports by Don G• .1bel, state WPA administrator.

Ne~ fishing bDat havens have been established at Marysville and Blaine •

.......
•

Twenty miles of .1sotin Creek roads near Clarkston are being improved with

WP~ labor. Asotin, Garfield and Columbia county projects are being speeded up

according to reports to Don G• .1bel, state WPA administrator •

.........

Five new WPA projects have been ordered by Don G. Abel, state iil?A administrator.

,
These include a $20,000 sewer project in Seattle, and renovating the Luther Burbank

school on Mercer Islnnd.
BE

"''''.
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A. S. Hillyer, editor-publisher of the Sunnyside Sun, has returned from a 10,000

mile trip through the south and middle west and reports that the Works Prl"gress

Administration is responsible for most of the improvements he saw on the trip •

........

"Good crops, harvest crews busy, private employers seeking men from the WPA,

home and business improvements. new buildings, busy carpenters and painters; these

are just a few good signs of the times to be found on Whidby Island. Men are at work t

---Oak Harbor News.

..."' ...

One of the least known and yet most important WPA projects is that handled

by the tool men in every community where WPA work is under wa;{. In Seattle approx-

imately $300,000 worth of tools and materials have passed through the toolhouse.

"' ... '"
Autocobile drivers in Yakima,Valley are quicker thinking than their city

slicker" cousins in Seattle, State Highway pptrol and WPA tests have revealed. The

Yakima drivers rated .60 on reactions to the Seattleites·,70, the clam-diggers being

.1 slower than the "apple-knockers."

"'-'"
Marysville is cleaning house on obsolete and outcoded civic regulrtions as

a WPA codifying crew weeds out the old ~~d puts the towns ordinances in modern looso

leaf fom.

"'--
The Marysville Glove editorially praises the WPA Department of Safety Education

and the Red Cross for trnining 9,000 cen and ~ocen in first aid trentnent of autoce-

bile traffic accidents.

-"''''
Don G. Abel, s+'Rte Works Progress Adoinistrator, ~~s approved and f~rwarded to

Washington, D. C" the application of Brenerton for $440,000 street and alley projectF-.
"'....
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Bothell sidewalks laid with WPA l~bor, an investoent of $16,oOO,hpve been

obtained at nuch less than private labor contract prices, Don G. Abel, state

UPA adninistrator, has been inforned.

•••
Kent has been awarded $64,800 in WPA funds for its $l44.o~J school project.

BE
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Specially designed chemical processing equipment arrived this week at the

miniature pulp mill of the WPA "white collar" aids to industry project in the new

University Rf Washington chemistry building. This marks another step in the co1-

ution of the problem of converting Douglas fir waste into fine wood pulp.

Chemists and mill technicians engaged in the installation have reported to

Don G. Abel, state administrator for the Works Progress Administration, that the mill

almost certainly will conquer its baffling task within a year. prof. H. X. Benson

of the University department of chemistry who is in charge of the operation, asserts

that the hitherto scorned logging waste will be converted int~ pure white pulp suit-

able for newsprint, all grades of fine paper, and even cell~phane.

Included in the eqUipment is the first pUlp digestor ever made with a

two-way circulating system. The cooking liquor will travel continus~usly through this

machine effecting a double-digestion of wood fibres. A four-plate die-frame screen,

one-third the size of standard screen in regular pulp mills also figures in the

process, with 17 other devices intended to perform every operation from the wood

chip stage to the screened, washed and bleached product. The mill, occupying a

space about 20 by 40 feet, will be geared for operation in two or three months.

Dr. Benson estimates the plant will handle 30 pounds of pulp at one charge

and c~uld, if desiredt produce enough newsprint to satisfy the needs of the U. of W.

Daily.

Conversion of Douglas fir waste into a commercial by-product has hitherto

baffled all experimenters on account of the excessive length and other peculiarities

of its ~ibres. When the process is perfected for commercial application, a tremendous

new industry will arrive in this atate to utilize Ingging waste now estimated at 10

million tons a year. The cellulose division of depont de Nem~urs & Co., Inc., is

especially interested, and has offered to take a percentage of the output.

----00000----
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Workers in WPA canning centers throughout the state are turning out

• thousands of cans of vegetables and fruit for distribution to reHef rolls this coming

winter.

Sinco the beginning ~f WPA canning in August, production has ranged from

250 cans a day to as high a.s 10,000 cans a day in larger canning centers.

Due to the Widespread public interest it will be necessary to provide

additi~al space and equipment according to reports to Don G. Abel, State WPA

Administrator. The proje~t is part of the federal pr~gram urging families on relief

rells to plant gardens, where possible, and to· assist them in making themselves

· more self sustaining.

Canning at the rate of more than 10,000 .ans per day and gaining daily is

the record at Kirkland, In six weeks nearly 50,000 cans have been processed.

Additional canning facilities are needed in Toppenish due to the abundant

yield from eastern Washington gardens. At Wapato a night shift is being started to

take care of the vegetables which the ~ erew is unable to handle. Reptrts from

Kent state that orders. for canning are more than a week in advance, and additional

eqUipment is being installed.

These projects are free to those without canning facilities, and each has
•

an experienced WPA ~eod expert to supervise the work. Arrangements are being made for

the canning of meats and fish, which has not been attempted heretof6re in these

projects.

-----00000------
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Industry project of the Works Progress Administration have perfected met

obtaining pectin in commercial quantities from all mlllner of berries and leaves

grown in the state•
•

Reports to Don G. Abel, State 1\.dministrator this week indicate that in

the near future the produotion of jellies and jams of high quality at low oost will

appear on a large scale. The peotin discovery will provide a new commercial outlet

for berries and fruits and will greatly increase the aereage of cultivation of these

products.

Pectin is the substanoe which imparts body and flavor to jelly and jam.

Housewives buying the product now in small bottles have to pay at the rate of $7.00

•
to $10.00 a pound. The Washington product will be available at $1.00 a pound.

The U. W. chemists have learned that pectin can be obtained from the

"press cake" or residue of berries used in wine making. It is also obtained from

alder, maple and ash leaves. It is easily obtained from the skins of Washington

apples, but is unavailable at present due to the fact that arsenate of lead is used

as an insecticide on the fruit in this state•

............

•

•
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Who was Seattle's first ice man? All jokes aside, the an~rer has been

found.

Captain Marshal Blinn of this port found out in 1872 that ice could be

harvested from the Truckee river in Nevada and shipped by train to San Francisco,

whence it could be brought up here on lumber boats. And that's how Seattle obtained

its first ice, according to research workers of the WPA federal writers projects.

But San Franciscans really started the cold proposition. Back in the

early 1850's, when the thirsty miners were feeling the flush of gold prosperity,

some of the town's high livers conceived the idea of getting ice from Puget Sound,

"way up north", for their mint juleps. Spirited promoters sent an ice boat up here

expecting to load it with what mint jUleps need most. The crew was astounded to

learn that there wasn't an ice cube to be had. Undaunted they set sei 1 for Sitka,

but even in Alaska waters they found no ice available or of undesirable quality.

The exploit failed of its objective but served to reverse the process

by giving Captain Blinn the idea of bringing ice from San Francisco to the shores of

Puget Sound.

*****'"
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Canning oenters established over the state under Works Progress Adminis-

tration supervision, are proving so popUlar it has been necessary to work night

shifts at Wapato, and at Toppenish the demands are so great, additional quarters

and materials have been requested, aooording to a report to Don G. Abel, WPA

Administrator for the State.

•••••
A school for training waitresses under WPA supervision has been estal>-

lished ~ Yakima in oooperation with the oulinary unions and the Yakima Restaurant

Men's Association, according to reports to Don G. Abel, state WPA Administrator•

•••••
The Works Progress Administration has approved an investment of $121,500

to be matched by $148,500 to be raised by Wenatchee for additions and improvements

to the city's school houses. Don G. Abdl, State vVPA Administrator and Senator

b~is. B. Schwellenbach cooperated in obtaining the federal allotments•

•••••
Works Progress Administration safety and first aid groups in Spokane

have been given an automobile for use in their work in recognition of valuable

services. The automobile was donated by the Inland Chevrolet Company, according

to reports to Don G. Abel, state WPA Administrator•

•••••
Application for WPA funds for establishment of a Kitsap County airport

near Bremerton has been made to Don G. Abel, state Works Progress Administrator.

Land has been aoquired and funds voted by the county commissioners•

."'•••
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A scarcity of carpenters is holding up greater progress on the Cleo Elum

swimming pool, the Cle Elum Miner-Echo ~eports, and as a result the WPA project

has been delayed. Only two carpenters have been aVailable, and use of the pool

awaits completion of the bath house•

•••••
Charles F. Ernst, state welfare administrator, has informed officials of

Yakima, Benton, Kittitas and Klickitat Counties that he will negotiate with Don G.

Abel, state Works Progress Administrator, for aid in the proposed 100-bed tubercu

losis hospital for joint use by those counties. The project entails an investment

of $175.000, and the counties can raise b~t $60.000 or $70.000. The Works P~ogress

Administration will be asked to supply approximately $105,000•

•••••
The Tacoma Times editorially urges citizens of thnt metropolis to publieh

the Tacoma Guide as prepared by the Federal Writers Projeot of which James W. Egan

is state director.

•••••
Fred A. Smith, Pierce County assessor, has requested the WPA to assign

draftsmen and mapmakers to prepare tax-guide maps for his office•

•••••
Wenatchee voters wi 11 be called upon to authorize a l7-mill tax levy to

provide $148,000 to match $121,500 WPA funds for school building.

•••••
Monroe will probably ask Don G. Abel, state Works Progress Administrator,

for funds and labor in overhauling the towns water supply system.

•••••

MC



PR-278

to ask

,.---.....
NEWS FILLERs / ';;' ~~:~~ ~

l (;-:' .....~o' \
YVORKS PROORESS ADMINISTRATION,· ",:,." )

Alasm Building Seattle, W ~;tb~_ :,.:".~" I
" ,.~ " #" "... ".. \r4.

J" r~
,r. • ...

-o'~ .
City officio.ls of Vancouver, Wnshington. hav edR' cted

•

the Works Progress Administration for 0. $326,264 water main preject cover

ing development in the next five years. Use of $172,125 worth of YIPA lnbor

is requested. The city has just boen authorized to set up a WPA traffic

survey project, according to reports to Don G Abol, state WPA administrator •

•••••
Marion F Invis, 20, a WPA Leverich Park, Vancouver, Wash., nightwatch-

ron, was slugr;ed, bound and left lying in the mud when he attempted to 1.'1-

vestigate a disturbnnce in the steel and cement shod. Nothine \7.lS stolen.

*••••
Paul Hayden, a blind man of North Bonneville, has been given a limited

number of the Works Progress Administration's "Talking Books". Theso are in

•
the fom of phonograph records which bring education, fiction, plays, poetry,

bible stories and lectures to the blind. They arc obtainable through the

Seattle Public Library.

•••••
When Ballard, the busy Seattle suburb, holds its first annual Fiaher-

menls Festivnl Sept., 17 and 18, the new concrete net shed erectod at the

Port of Seattle fishing floet terminal with WPA labor will be fermally taken

over by the port. The Federal Theatre Project vdll give a special show

each day in the new building.

•••••
Beacon Reck State Park on the Columbia River is being hailed as one of

the finest ex~plcs of VIPA park projects in the stnte, nccordinr, to reports

to Don G Abel, state Works Progress Administrator•.....
Underprivilegod children in Spokane County's schools are to be served

hot meals again this year under arrangements with Don G Abel, state Works

•
Progress Administrator. Twonty-five women will be employed in 16 rural

schools to feed the children.
•••••
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Airports now under construction in Western wa~D[t~n"~~l9r.~rks- .. ~ ~~ .~.. .;

•

States Army and Nnvy fighting planes and anti-aircraft guns, will Give the

state an almost impregnable defense against foreign aeronautical invasion,

acoording to reports to Don G Abel, state WPA administrator.

•
At tho Everett airport extra. hAste wo.s displayed this week in the con-

struction of an emergency landing runwo.y 1,500 feet long and 900 feet wide.

A 95-ton "bulldozer· wo.s put into action to level the runwny, whioh will be

ready for use in about two months.

Airports now under construction reach from Bellingham through Mount
•

Vernon, Everett, So.nd Point, Boeing Field, Fort Lewis and thenoe south to

Vancouver Barracks. Other a.irports nre projected or under v~y at Bremer-

ton, Grays Harbor, Port An~eles. A similar chain is projected across

• the Cascades to Yakima. where an $80,000 iVPA-aid airport is nearing complo-

tion.

While v~r planes nrc ra.ining sudden death on Shanghai and Chinese aro

preparing to send a usuicide ft squadron of bonbers to attach Tokyo, develop-

nent of Washington aerial defense is being pressed in 0.11 districts.

The Everett airport will be the only ebss A airport in the Sto.te. It

covers 1,000 ncres and its main north-south runway will extend for one milo

Two steam shovels, 0. 2D-ton locomotive and 16 cars, and

and be 1,000 feet wide. There will be a main east-west runway, and severnl
,

•

260 WPA werkers nre moving from 2,500 to 3,000 yards ef earth a day. Morc

thEm 400,000 yards of ~ total of 700,000 yards hAs been excavated. Tho

federal investment will be $461,000 of which $246,000 has been expendod and

$215,000 IIIIlde availnble for immediate use. Snohomish County, sponsor of

•

the project will contribute $81,000.

The field wns selected by American military defense engineers beca.use

oiits freedom from fog, telephone poles, high tension wires and other hal

Oords. It is but 30 minutes from Seattle by rutomobile.

*****
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Three new volumes have been added to the gl"OWing list of

publioations prepared by members of the Federal Writers' Projeot of

tho Works Progress Administration. according to anno~cemDnt made this

week by Jamos W. Egan. dirootor of the project for Washington State.

"Amerioan Stuff," an mthology of prole. verse end Americen

folklore selections, contains example, of creative work contributed by

writers in the 4B .tate! during "off hours." The names of writers known

and unknown appear in the index. The Federal Art Project has supplied

16 prints to illustrate the volume, which was issued as en artistio end

oommercial venture by Viking Press of New York•

Latest state guide in the American Guide series is "Massachusetts,

A Guide to Its Places end Peop~e. It The volume oontains 675 pages of' f~ctual

and colorful data and already is reported a "best-seller" in New England. It

is well illustrated end mapped. Sponsored by the Commonwealth of Massaohusetts,

the book is published by Houghton-Mifflin.

Smaller in size is a guide to Galena, Illinois, sponsored by the

city of Galena. In its 80 pages, however. is muoh interesting material and

numer-o\.ts illustrations portraying this interesting ooal lIl1nitl,g oenter.

All volumes prepared by the Federal Writers' Project--now reaohing

a total of nearly 6,000,000 word.--may be r.a4i11 seoured through t~ otfioe

of the national director. Henl"y G. Alsberg, l~OO Eye street, Il.W., Washln~.

D. C.
•

••••••••••
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•

Under orders from Don G. Abel, state Works Progre'ss- .A.dministrator,

approximately 2,800 WPA workers in Yakima County have been dropped from the WPA

•
,

with instructions to help the tarmers and orchardists harvest their crops, and

in other seasonal pr1vate'-1ndustry.-'

Robert Thorne, state director of WPA employment, in transmitting the

order to the Yakima zone officers, in effect said:

"Projects which are in a positinn to be closed down temporarily or on

which there is no immediate necessity of continuous operation, have been closed,

~e this date, in Yakima County, in order to assist the hop-growers in

securing the necessary help for picking of hops. This is directly in line with

• the WPA policy of insisting that its workers accept private employment Wherever

and whenever that employment may be offered, and more particularly, to facilitate

agricultural districts in securing necessary workers during their seasonal

activities."

As a result of the order picks and shovels were laid aside on many

projects, and other workers laid down their tools. Men are being sent out by

the truckload almost daily from the National Reemployment Service headquarters,

309 Columbia Street, to help swell the ranks of the harvest workers.

•
It is expected that the curtailment of WPA crews will continue in

force for the next two months during the hops, peaches, pears and apples harvest.

Similar conditions will prevail in other communities where farmers are in need

af men to gather the crops.

-----00000-----
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FOR STATEWIDE RELEASE
SEPT. 15, 1937

WORKS PROGRESS .4.D!lliINISTRATION
STATE ADMINIST;RA.TIVE OFFICE

Alaska Building Seattle, Washington

Notice has been received here that the National Play

Contest of the Dramatist's Guild has been extended for another

month, with closing date on October 31st instead of September

30, as previously announced.

The contest, which is being co-sponsored by -,e Federal

Theatre Project of the Works Pr~gress Administration, is open

only to playwrights,- who have not yet had a Broadway run of

their production.

$250.00 in cash, plus a New York run and later runs on

the road is the prize offered. Plays taking secondary place

may also be given production, at regular royalty rates.

Further information on entrance requirements may be ~b-

tained by writing the Seattle Federal Theatre Project, 1319

Rainier Ave., Seattle.

-----00000----
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Auburn city offic~~ls have sent a program of WPA ..projeeU C8.l.J-~g for

use of $174,883.40 to.Do~G. Abel, state Works Progress Admini~~,~forapproval.
Sidewalks, street pav4ngf alleys and other civic improvements.are 11~ted•

••••••••••

•

The Port of Camas-Washougal has requested a WPA industrial survey•...........
Practically no empl~yables are receiving aid from the Puyallup offices of

the Pierce County welfare department, says the PuyallUp Valley Tribune, due largely
to WPA projects and seasonal work. WPA projects were kept at a minimum to help
supply seasonal labor.

• . .
The Burlington Journal editorially praises the community and the Lions Club

for local financing for the new Burlington civic park, saying that WPA has been
called on for only a small amount for preliminary rough clearing and labor. "Most
gratifying feature of all, perhaps, is that Burlington will retain her independence
from the universal (these days) temptation for dippjng into the public treasury for
local needs," writes the editor, Mr. Archie Dingwall,

.... "' •••••••
Everything from a shawl worn at ~ueen Victoria1s coronation to a newspaper

pUblished on wall paper during the Civil War have been found in Toppenish by WPA
workers on the County Records Survey. The newspaper is a copy of the Daily Citizen
of Vicksburg. Miss., which went to press July 4, 1863.

*.**.*••••

•

Richard Barban, a WPA worker on the Grand Coulee Dam, has done a colored
terrazzo face of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, which has been sent to Mrs.
Roosevelt as a gift from the workers.

******** ••
The $17,000 WPA project for improvement of the Greenacres Irrigation

District near Spokane has practically been completed. Five miles of lateral ditches
have been dug and cemented, and the workmen are completing the important diking job
at NeV1lllall Lake. The Opportunity Spokane Valley Herald says the WPA workmen did an
efficient j('Jb.

• •••• *****
Night school classes f~r adults are being started at Vancouver, Wash., by

the WPA adult education teachers. ."'•••••••• '"
Illahee State Park, three miles from East Bremerton, is being cleared, graded

and improved by WPA workmen on a $17,000 project so as to preserve the natural wooded
beauty. .••• "'•••"'.

•

Asotin County commissionp.rs and WPA officials have gotten under way a $15,000
road improvement project from Cottonwood Creek to the Grande Ronde River. A winter
camp will be maintained.

***.*.****
Whatcom county commissioners have prepared two county road projects calling

for an investment of $63,605 which they will ask to have approved by Don G. Abel,
Works Progress Administrator for Washington state.

-* •••••_**
New pectin discoveries by chemists at the University of Washington working

on WPA IIwhite collar" projects has evoked such nation-wide interest that Don G.
Abel, state Works Progress administrator, has been requested to supply information
for national dissemination.

**.*******

•
Lynden1s modern sewage disposal system and plant constructed with WPA labor

and materials is 95 per cent complete, and will serve as a model for other sanitation
projects throughout the state whereby the lives of hundreds of thousands of citizens
will be safeguarded, it has been announced by the office of Don G. Abel, state Works
Proiress Administrator.

."'••.•"'."'. BH
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Fresh impetus was given the "frosted" fruit and vegetable induftry this
,..
•

week when it was announced by the office of Don G. Abel, Works Progre~s Adminis-

trator, that more funds were available to promote the iPA project that has brought

more than $800,000 in commercial orders into the Pacific Northwest.

While only $3,732 has been made
,

available to employ seven Illen for six

•

•

•

months following a two-year $20,000 WERA.-iPA allotment, it will nevertheless help

to strengthen the ~lative effect of the campaign by the United states Depart-

ment of Agriculture to promote industry, commerce and agriculture in the North-

west.

H. C. Diehl. department of agriculture, has found a valuable aid in H. C.

Sampson, field superVisor of the WPA professional and service lIwhite collar"

projects. Sampson is seeking to publicly demonstrate that not all WPA workers

wield picks and shovels; that his white eollar projects, although employing few

men, are helping to increase trade and private employment.

liThe men now going to work will aid Diehl at the Frozen Pack Laboratories

at the Port of Seattle Spokane street terminal, and three will be assigned to the

Western Washington Experiment Station at Puyallup," said Sampson. "On the basis

of their research in the field processing plant they will be able to advise the

farmers how, when and what to plant and harvest, and to best handle their produce.

"Already more than $800,000 worth of frosted peas, asparagus, green corn,

green beans, brocolli, spinach and strawberries have been delivered from the

Northwest to New York tables in four days by fast express without losing any of

their original garden texture, color or flavor."

...........
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•
steps to establish a pe~ent system of periodical tests for pupils

throughout the state along the lines of the experimental tests conducted recently

by the Works Progress Administration will be made by a steering committee of

educators Friday morning.at the office of Dr. August Dvorak, professor of educa-

tion at the University of Washington.

Considerable interest has developed among county superintendents and

teachers concerning the w.PA test methods, and there is a prospect that the

process may become standard practice among members of the Inland Empire Teachers·

• Association covering five states •

The test system is shaped with the objective of detecting quickly

the merits or demerits of any given formula of instruction in any given grade or

subject. Correct averages indicating stages of progress among the pupils are

obtained, and incidentally the tests reflect the proficiency or shortcomings of

teachers. Dr. Dvorak recently addressed a gathering of 300 educators and teachers

at the Plymouth Congregational Church on the subject. The consensus was that

the test system should be perpetuated be~ond the period of WPA assistance.

Among those who will attend the steering committee session Friday
•

will be Dr. Ray HaWk, of the Cheney Normal Bchool, Harvey Hurd, superintendent

of schools for Lewis Oounty and E, H. Kennedy, representing the State School

Superin tendent.

----00000-----

Seattle, Washington, September 21, 1937
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Do you want a job? - If you do, take the advice of Chris

Wyatt, hero of "Help Yourself" and just walk in and take one.·

At least that is what this engaging young man does in the play

by that name coming to the WPA Federal Theatre on Rainier and

Atlantic Street beginning with Tuesday evening - September 28 •

The author, Paul Vulpius, takes a mixture composed of

an absent minded bank president, a penniless promoter, a romantic

secretary. a parsimonious accountant, a beautiful girl, and a

few bank directors - mixes them up and turns out a comedy that was

the hit of Vienna and New York. The FTF production is the first

in the Northwest.

The play will run for the entire week beginning Sept. 28,

Performances will be in the evening only•

Seattle, Washington, September 23, 1937
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Working with the determination to see that no school children shall go

hungry this winter in Washington. the WPA hot lunches project has been renewed

with additional WPA funds to cover more districts this year, under arrangements

being worked out by the office of Don G. Abel, state Works Progress Administrator.

Undernourished children of families on relief in several counties are

already being served free warm noon meals. and other counties are scheduled to

start this week,

The program will be extended to still other counties as rapidly as

arrangements can be made with local school district authorities and Parent-Teacher

groups whereby WPA women cooks are provided with room space. equipment and food

supplies. This cooperation permits the preparing of hot noon lunches in school

districts which have not been able to staff cafeterias of their own.

Among the counties already set up or in the process of being provided with

this WPA service are Snohomish, Benton. What com. Klickitat, spokane. Cowlitz and

King. First of those sections have extended their projects to county-wide proportions.

Within a few days similar WPA arrangements for the preparation of hot lunches

in schools will be completed in Skagit. Pacific, Mason. Kitsap and Grays Harbor

counties.

----00000-- -

Seattle, Washington, September 23. 1937
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WPA - Pierce County employment files show an increase--of--6i per cent in place-

ment of unemployed persons in private employment over the month of August.

-----
Approval of a $16,890 playfield project for the Sheridan school in Tacoma

to start imme4iately was announced by WPA officials.

-----

Recreation buildings and playfields totaling $10,g94 are tn be erected at

Maltby and Lake Stevens acccrding to w~rd released from the Works prngress

Administration.

• ----

..

Snohomish County WPA workers welcomed the first airplane to land ~n their super

airport which is still under construction. It is not yet ready fer use, Den G. Abel,

warned aviators.

-----
City officials of Vancouver, Washington, have filed applicati0n to the Works

Progress Administration fer approval of a $326,264 water system project.

-----

NYA ~fficials of Vancouver, Washington, announced that they now have 47 youths

enrolled on vari.,us projects with room for ten more. Applications are received

at the WPA zone office in Vancouver,

-----

Improvements calling for investment of $7.0CC is slated for the State Game farm

at Colville, Washington.

- -
Final approval has been given by Don G. Abel, state wnrks progress administrator

to the $48,656 project calling for imprpving the streets of Issaquah,

_....---

A request has been filed with the Works Progress Administration for the sum
BE



• PR-2gg

-2-

of $5,000 to fight the Mormon Cricket infestation on grazing lands.adjacent to Pasco.

-----

The Works Progress Administration may erect recreational assembly halls at

• Camp Murray in Western Washington it was announced by Adj. General Maurice J.

Thompson.

-----

The Greenacres Irrigation project has just received a $~,2gg all~tment from

WPA funds to carryon the Spokane project.

-----
Approval for the continuation of the WPA museum project, now in progress

has been granted by the Sp~kane City Council •

•

•

•

-----

Seattle, Washington, September 24, 1937
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City Light cooperating with the Federal Art proJeCt of WPA isWbringing

the mountain to mahomet II in the form of a magnificent model of the Skagit-Diablo

•
dam and power plant •

The model will be on view Wednesday in the main showroom of the City Light

building at Third Ave. and Madison St. in time t~ meet the gaze of President Franklin

D. BonseTelt, according to an announcement from the office of Don G. Abel, State

Administrator.

All kinds of artists and crafts~en of the Federal Art project, took part

in creating the 1l1oJel, whic:h is of g::ec,t S'dIS and. pre-bably nni,que ~n that it actually

•
"The C::arlie MCG.:J.I'':;~- Jf h;yc.":'v""lecLr-ic SSie~l(;e". For the .r.oJ.e2. cloes the kind of

"talkir.g" that the !'eal dRJ!l <md :'OWc;I' pJ.ant does, It wo;:-ks.

iI. tumblIng dou."ule paIr of catarUGts POll::"s down from a lake cupped in the

imitation hHls into t':,:,;'')Lles of t'le :'.ni.tClL,C'n po"er- planG. A !'It:J,:>,t,,-re incline

railroad. seems to be opeT"ning in pe~'fect L:J.i.tat:.on of the ree-l 'chi,nE'; a'c; the Skapit

scene.

Every effort was exerted ~y City Light and the art wJrke~s to arrange the

exhibit in time for the Presj,dellt; s visi'G, j,ir, R:J,)se',elt· s pr;'F,E,!:.'; ~O'l:.' includes

visits to the Bonneville and Grand C,1ulez projects, b·.1'.; he wi,ll be ·<l.''.c,ble GO visit

• Seattlets proud spe(;taule on the SkE.git River,. The exhibition of th::; mod.el was

deemed an appropriate occasion method of giving him an impression of the power

project he is co~nelled to miss.-
The lIiod.el is five feet eight inches in width, eight feet three inches

in length ~nd th~ee feet in height a~ove the base. The base which is being especially

•
constructed to serve for the model's sojourn at City Light will be about three feet

in height. Workerl;s'jn City Lights shop are constructing a steel frame and plate

BH
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glass case to enclose the model.

Engineers, draftsmen, carpenters and scenic painters had a hand in con

structing the replica, and consumed about a year in the undertaking. They declare

that not a single detail of the original project has been ~mitted in the ,model with the

exception df sea gulls in flight and shifting clouds •

An infinite variety of materials went into the construction. including

plyboard, metal laths, texture compound-a surfacing substance....glue. thread, wire

nails, cement, wax, tar and waterprnof concrete.

There are 1500 miniature fir trees scattered profusely over the make

believe hills. The coloring and lighting effects are done in exact accordance with

the natural conditions of midsummer.

The builders had to work a kind of magic in contriving the waterfalls

• in such fashi~n as to correctly achieve the noisy and turbulent habits of the real

falls. An unassisted down-flow of water of such small volume as occurs here would

have lacked a lot. The bu1»lrs therefore placed tiny copper pipes with needle-hole

bores behind tho miniature falls propelling streams upward and downward against the

falling water. The result is a continuous flpsh of spray and a lively agitation in

the downpour.

--------
Seattle, Washington, September 24. 1937

•
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Rural recreation will be expanded and emphasized this fall under plans

formulated by the Division of Education and Recreation of the Works Progress

Administration, it was announced tcday at the office of Don G. Abel, state adminis-

trator.

WPA zone supervisors are lTsitting in" with recreation councils, cflmprising

representatives from local social and civic groups, to formulate plans for the fall

and winter programs. Value of the re~reational activities, in the cpinion of local
.

communities. is evidenced by the fact that several during the past year have incorp-

orated their councils into permanent groups.

WPA recreational leaders are undergoing intensive service training by

supervisors and experienced volunteer instructors, says W.W. Kelso, State WPA

Director of Educatinn and Recreation.

More adult recreation and greater emphasis on child safety. particularly

in the more populated districts subject to traffic hazards, will be included.

Significance is attached to the improved accident figures among children coincident

with the expanded WPA recreational program during the past summer. In Seattle it

was pointed out there were 23 fewer children of school ege injured in traffic

accidents during June, July and August than for the same period last year.

While last year the WPA worked independently ~f the Seattle Park Board,

this summer both agencies were able to greatly expand and spread activities. thus

keeping three field houses and more playfields open during the summer.

---------

Seattle, Washington, September 25. 1937
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Giant dahlias for President Roosevelt, tomato Jnice for the children

at Seattle's Orthopedic Hospital, and Gooseberries for Paul Bunyan at the

University of Washington Arboretum are just a few of the unusual things that keep

the life of Don G. Abel, state administrator of the Works Progress Administration,

from being dull these days.

Herbert P. Wolff, 2605 Spring St., Seattle, brought in the giant

dahlias as a token of esteem and to show Abel what he and his children's reereatinn

class would present to President Roosevelt on his Seattle visit. W~lff, instructor

in boxing, wrestling and athletics under the WPA reereational project, was given

some bulbs by William Knouse. With the aid of the children he planted them at No.

6 fire station~23rd and Yesler, and when the children tired of athletics during

the summer,teacher and pupils joined in caring for the flowers. They grew so many

they soon were provising daily b,uqu&t for shut-ins and Seattle hospitals.

It was the Ladies Aid of the McKinleY District, Toppenish, who supplied

the tomato juice. After setting a record f~r canning fruits and vegetables for

themselves and needy of Toppenish, they M.d such a surplUS of fine ripe tomatoes

they canned and sent 412 large cans of juice to the crip~led children.

And the Arboretum is to supply the gooseberries for Paul Bunyan, Dean

Hugo Winkenwerder of the University and Arboretum, reported to Abel. Gooseberries

the size of ping pong balls are to be grown on a Jumbo bush imported for the

Arboretum from the Siskiyou Mountains. The Arboretum is one of the largest WPA

eperations in King County.

-----00000-----

Seattle, Washington, September 28, 1937
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Don G. Abel, state wPA administrator. has made $26.627 availablet.Q UBR:, :,c
carry out the modern sidewalk and wrb street work in the town of Bothell. wh1:ch. ,,= //

will add $4,856 to the fund. This wPA project will give practically the entire town
modern walks and street drainage.

-----
Two schools in Lewis County are to be improved as a result of negotiations

c~ncluded with Don G. Abel, state WPA administrator. Recreational facilities at the
Doty grade school and the Boisfort High School will be provided with WPA labor under
grants of more than $7,500•

-----

Approximately $14,000 of wPA funds has been all~d for improving sanitary
conditions throughout Snohomish County ~here trained WPA crews will erecte~ comfort
stations and do other necessary work.

-----
The city of Everett has been all~d $7.667 for street work, and another

$3,146 has been made available for clearing drainage ditches near Lake Thomas as a
result of negotiations with Don G. Abel. state WPA administrator.

-----
The Washington State Custodial School grounds near Buckley. is due for an

extensive "face lift" as the result of an announcement by Don G. Abel. state WPA
administrator, that $24,899 has been made available for that purpose •

-----

Tacoma streets and alleys are to be improved as the result of a $57,373
wPA fund grant announced by Don G. Abel. state WPA administrator.

-----

Follo~ing announcement that the Works Progress Administration had made
$90.000 available for completion of the West Seattle golf course, where Park
Commissioner Archie Phelps celebrated by teeing off the first ball, Don G. Abel.
state WPA administrator. has announced that $70.626 has been made available for other
parks in the south and of Seattle.

-----

Cle Elum's new WPA swimming pool and recreational grounds will be adequately
fenced off under an allotment of $2,459 for that purpose by Don G. Abel, state WPA
administrator •

-----

Residents of Vashon Heights on the bluff overlooking Puget Sound are to have
footpaths, bridges and other improvements to open a safe way down to the ferry land.
Don G. Abel, state wPA administrator has made $3,650 available.

-----

The State Law Library at Olympia will be overhauled, books put in condition
and necessary clerical work done to bring the library up to date. as a result of
apportionment of WPA funds by Don G. Abel, state Works Progress Administrator.

-----

Port Orchard city park is to be cleared and generally improved as a result
of an order by Don G. Abel, state WPA administrator, making more than $1.200 available
for that purpose.

BH
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• Richmond Beach, north of Seattle, will benefit by school recreational
facilities and other improvemen~ in a $10,545 investment approved by Don G. Abel,
state Works Progress Administrator.

-----
Don G. Abel, state WPA administrator, has made

to help the Town of Tolt install a modern water system.
be $13,620.

----

$7,005 of WPA funds available
The entire investment will

•

•

•

~e. residence buildings are to be constructed at the Minter Creek salmon
hatchery and biological station under a $5,850 WPA grant made available by Don G.
Abel, state Works Progress Administrator.

-----

stanley Atwood, state superintendent of schools, was so proud of the WPA
built Belfair log schoolhouse that he specially invited President Roosevelt to visit
it on his Olympic Peninsula tour. At the same time Don G. Abel, state WPA administrate
announced that an additional $4,465 of VTPA. funds had been made available for further
work there,

-----
streets in Camas, Clark County, are to be improved to the extent of $4,600

in WPA funds, it has been announced by Don G. Abel, state WPA administrator.
----

Cooperating with the town of Washougal in Clark County, Don G. Abel, state
WPA administrator. has announced that $49,991 will be advanced by the Works Progress
Administration to add to Washougal's $14,260 in a city-wide improvement of streets.

-----
The pasadena Park in Spokane, irrigational canal is to be practically re

built by WPA labor, it has been announced by Don G. Abel, state WPA. administrator, who
has made $19,107 VTPA funds available to tear out the old w~od flumes and build a con
crete lined canal.

-----
Those who attend the Washington state fa1r at Yakima next year will find a

new roof on the grand stand as the result of action by Don G, Abel, state WPA
administrator, in making $6.543 available for the work.

-----
To provide employment for needy professional (white collar) persons throu~h

out the state, Don G. Abel, state WPA administrator, has approved a grant of $8,496
to provide help for the state planning council and other planning councils in
gathering data necessary for long-range planning for Washington's future development.

----
Home sites for the needy will be prepared in the vicinity of Lake Goodwin

on the Skagit delta, it has been announced by Don G. Abel, state WPA administrator.
A fund of $22,408 has been made available for clearing land and other necessary
preliminary work for settlement.

-----
Tennis courts are to be provided by WPA labor for the city of Clarkston

under an order by Don G. Abel, state WPA administrator. setting aside the necessary
funds.

-----
Puyallup is to have an new recreation center near Maplewood Springs for

which $22,000 in WPA funds has been made available.
----

A box of dynamite and fuses were stolen from the WPA project at Valley
ford. the Spokane Sheriff has been advised.

-----
WPA projects in Tacoma have benefitted by an allotment of $20,000,

according to an announcement made by Senator Homer T. Bone.

BH



,
1'&..292

-3-

Drilling of a well at the new WPA built class nAil
under way. Sunk to a depth of 227 feet, insufficient water
will be put down to the 475-foot level.

-----

airport near Everett is
was found, so the well

•

•

•

Editors over the state are eagerly watching the WPA stump clearing in
Thurston County to provide 15 families with fatms •

.---- .

The Sumner Bulb Growers Association has announced the gift of one and one
half tons of narcissi bulbs for planting in the new WPA-built University of Washington
Arboretum •

----
Paul Bunyan gooseberries, the size of ping pong balls, are to be grown in

the new WPA-built tlniversity of Washington Arboretum, on bushes from the Siskiyou
mountains.

.*••••••••

Seattle, Washington, September 30, 1937

liE



WORKS PROGRESS ~INISTRATIO

200 Alaska Building
Seattle, Wash.

./•

•

Information gathered by WPA white collar workers to determine conditions and

causes of child delinquency in King County, "shows beyond a shadow of a doubt" that

preventative measures are community problems, in the staunch opinion of Judge William

G. Long of the Juvenile Court.

"With the weapons and ammunition put into our hands by the professional and

service workers of the Works Progress Administration, after nearly 15 months of

strenuous fact finding efforts throughout the county, we are able to direct com-

munit ies in construct i ve programs against juvenile delinquency, for years to come,"

says Judge Long. "Into the hands of the nine Coordinating Councils, organized for the

purpose, will be fed the valuable data obtained to guide vigorous programs for the

reduction of both child and adult crimes on a scale never before possible. These

Coordinating Councils comprise representatives in the community from various commer-

cial, church, service, school and PTA organizations as well as the Juvenile Court

and other county and city officials .n

"From this survey a street index of Seattle by permanent census tracts, as

well as similar systems for seven of the largest incorporated towns in King County,

were made for the first time in this part of the nation. This job alone by the WPA

staff is an outstanding piece of work, giving finger-tip information, not only to agen-

cies interested in reducing juvenile delinquency but for all forms of sociological

improvement work and other statistical purposes."

When the WPA project is completed, in about six weeks the tabulated and class-
•

ified information will be available to any person or company having legitimate social

or commercial use for the data, it was stated yesterday by Don G. Abel, state Works

Progress Administrator. The survey was made at the urgent request of Judge Long and

with the guidance and suggestions of Dr. Norman S. Rayner, professor of sociology at

~ the University of Washington, the two men serving as co-agents for King County,

sponsor of the project, From information gathered in the survey, WPA workers just
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completed a base map of Seattle, featuring legend charting important data. From

this key map, according to Judge Long, 40 individual large scale maps of Seattle are

now being prepared for distributi~n to Coordinating Councils and other agencies to

aid in charting causes and corrective measures for child delinquency •

"Accuracy has been emphasized from sWt to finish by the 18 irA workers

on this project, and every figure and fact has been checked and double checked,"

declares Judge Long.

"When the tax payers of this county learn that in eight years there was an

average of 2,000 cases of juvenile delinquency, and when they realize the huge bill

in crime that society will later pay based on the known fact that tw~thirds of adult

criminals originate from child delinquents, it will be seen why we need to get the

important tools and ammunition which these irA workers have furnished us, We can

now carryon intelligent preventative campaigns, and in this connection we must

remember that the big preventative job is now up to efficient Coordinating Councils

in every community."

A study of the history of "positive and negative" factors of more than 5,000

delinquency cases in King County, during the past year has been a part of the

program of this WPA project, Abel declares. Already, the methods and forms of this

survey have been asked for by other states contemplating similar important surveys.

Tacoma WPA workers are now busy obtaining data about conditions surrounding child

delinquency in the city and Pierce county•

The Y.M.C.A., the Boy Scouts of America and other agencies active in child

training in King County are now making use of the information from the WPA survey

to revamp or enlarge their work in certain districts heretofore thought amply

covered.

----------0000----------

Seattle, Washington, October 7, 1937
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With the transplanting of over 100,000 tree and shrub seedlings

and cuttings the first season's output of the new greenhouse and nursery at

the Washington Park Aboretum bas been completed.

Over two hundred men are at work on one of the largest WPA projects

in the northwest, preparing the grounds for the fall season of planting and

building trails and roads, according to Don G. Abel, State Director of the

Works Progress Administration.

Since the completion of the greenhouse,work has been rushed on the

shade and propagating houses. Extension of the automatic thermostatic control

heating unit to these two additional units is being completed.

The $32,000 overhead watering system covers nine acres of testing

gardens where are transplanted from the greenhouse such trees as pine, fir,

hemlock, mountain hemlock and heather, the latter being brought to this

country from prize winning stock of the English Horticulture shows. Completely

new is the "weeping spruce" or "picea breweriana" which has taken hold in

the testing gardens and is grown in no other known country than a small

portion of Southern Oregon.

Nine miles of trails and roads have been completed and two gate

lodges are in the final stages of construction, besides considerable landscap-

ing and grading necessary for the output of the greenhouse.

The $371,115 Aboretum-WPA project is slated for completion the

latter part of June 1938, according to R. C. Lecture, wPA landscape architect

in charge of the gardens and landscaping,

-----0000000000-----
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A survey, the first of its kind in the state if not in the entire

west, of the loaning experience of a Farm Credit Administration District will
begin this week in Spokane, according to word received today fr,m the office
of Don G. Abel, State Administrator of the Works Progress Administration.

Complete tabulation of more than 35,000 loans made between 1917 and
1925 by the Federal Land Bank, Welch Building. Spokane, will form the basis of
a thorough analysis which will undoubtedly influenee future FCA policies. A
more scientific long-term credit plan is expected to evolve from these studies
and at the same time the debt-carrying capacity of the various localities in
FCL District 12 will be indicative of such a statewide capacity.

•

Eleven men and women, experienced in the statistical field, will
gather and compile the statistics covering these past activities of the bankr
Loans to farmers will be classified as to number and experience by:- type of
geographical region forming by year; size and type of farm; variety of
irrigation district; soil type and land classes; taxes as a percentage of the
appraised value; age of borrower; extent of foreclosures on value of building.
This latter classification will represent the greater portion of security be
hind the loans and will largely serve as a factor in planning future landing.

In addition to these major classificati~ns and their subdivisions,
transcribing, cataloging, cross-indexing and preparing a new file of records
will be undertaken. To eliminate any possibility of mistake, the latest methods
and the most modern equipment will be utilized inclUding the H~llerich punch
card system.

Present employees of the Federal Land Bank will be free to carry on
their regular work as file clerks, bo~kkeepers and statisticians through a WPA
allotment of -$4.584, w.hile $1,929 from the funds of FCA is expected to be
sufficient for new equipment needed to facilitate the compilation and to proVide
filing cabinets in which to store the records.

• Loan folders issued by FCA Spokane District late next spring or early
summer will carry the results of this survey, according to Dr. o. H. Maugh,
Statistician for the Federal Land Bank, as April is set as the time for complet1en~

of the project.
-----00000-· . -
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More than 4,100,083 apple trees, enough if planted 3.5 feet"ap~ to/reach around

the world with sufficient left over to reach from the Pacific Coast..to Chicago were
growing on fruit farms in the State of Washington in 1936."~hii:i waiirecently revealed
through a WPA survey, according to Don G. Abel, State Adminiitrator~-

•

-----
The Port Townsend walk program is progressing rapidly with a total of 740 lineal

feet of new concrete sidewalks completed to date under the direction of the Works
Progress Administration, according to Don G. ~el, State Administrator.

-----

•
Construction of sanitary comfort stationsand the elimination of insanitary

devices began recently in Snohomish County, according to an announcement by Don G•
Abel, State Works Progress Administrator.

-----
Plans for an application requesting Works Progress Administration funds to give

the Cle Elum Forest Ranger station an ample supply of fresh water are beginning to
take form under the guidance of the Ole Elum City Council, stated Don G. Abel, State
Administrator of the WPA, in a recent announcement.

-----
Buckley wants clean streets. This was revealed recently by the town council1s

action in laying plans to apply for a Works Progress Administration grant of $25,000
for such a project, according to word received by the office of Don G. Abel, State
Administrator.

----
The recently created Northwest Prospectors and Miners Association of the Olympic

Peninsula have asked that the Works Progress Administration mineral survey include the
territory covered by the proposed Olympic National Park, according to word received by
Don G. Abel, State Administrator.

-----
A campaign is under way, headed by prominent business men of West Seattle, to have

the Olympic tryouts of 1940 held in the West Seattle Stadium, which is now under
construction by the Works Progress Administration, Don G. Abel, State Administrator,
was recently informed.

-----
More than 2,000,000 adults attend Works Progress Administration classes through

out the nation, it was revealed recently at the beginning of the third year of teach
ing undertaken by the WPA.

-----
A chain of airports stretching from Bellingham to Vancouver, now under constructioJ

by the Works Progress Administration, are being pressed towards completion, according
to reports to Don G. Abel, State Administrator.

----

•

More than 3 miles of concrete
Works Progress Administration•

sidewalks have been completed in Bothel by the

-----
Two additional tennis courts are now in the process of construction at the Clark

ston senior high school, according to a dispatch received by Don G. Abel, 8tate WPA
administrator.

-----
Skagit County reports the recent completion of the Pacific Highway bridge spanninf.

their "big ditch l1 Works Progress Administration project.
-----

Klickitat, Yakima, Benton and Kittitas counties are planning to erect a 4-county
tuberculosis hospital and have voted $70,000 to match a requested similar amount from
the Works Progress Administration, Don G. Abel, State Administrator, announced recently.

-----
Charleston avenue in Bremerton will soon be the scene of a great deal of activity

when a crew of Works Progress Administration employees begin the task of regrading and
surfacing it.

-----00000----- BH
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In harmony with Gov. Mart in I s idea to honor the Parent Teachers Associatnm." ..n><r•.,..·/

during the week Oct. lOth to 19th, Don G. Abel, state Administrator !PA desires to
compliment this splendid group of women on the splendid cooperation they have given
the Women's Division of the wPA in the establishment and maintainance of Hot Lunch
Service for children in the public schools of the state.

..

• Because of the large number of undernourished children found on the school rolls
of the nation, the WPA was called in during the depression to assist the Parent
Teacher groups to carry the large and increasing burden of caring for the health of
school children during the impressionable period of development as future American
citizens.

Parent Teacher Associations are paying particular attention today to the
physical needs of growing children. Hot lunches for undernourished children was con
sidered a real problem for solution by the school system even bofore the depression.
During the depre~sion period the Association was snowed under by the demand upon
their finance and time. So great was the need that the WPA as a national agency
stepped in with offers of help and assistance, bargaining with sponsors Af Hot Lunch
Programs to assume responsibility for the labor required to run the service.

Speaking nationally, during the first year and a half of the !PA, more than a
million children in thousands of different schools were served hot lunches. Another
eastern report: during the spring of 1937 more than lO,OOC women were taken from
relief rolls and employed on these projects. These hot lunches not only meet the
urgent physical needs of children but they also provide the ~pportunity for children
to learn to build up food habits necessary for maintaining good health and to create
an understanding of self-help by permitting each child to help maintain the service.

The State of Washington under WPA has done its part in furthering this national
program. In order not to interfere with PTA work already established certain areas
are set aside for wPA development. In King County the work is sponsored by the office
of the County Superintendent of Schools and County Commissioners,

The sponsors of these projects areresponsible for furnishing the food; the WPA
office supplies the labor. In some counties credit must be given to the County
Board of Commissioners for salary payment of supervisors. The g~vernment cannot
supply money for food. Cash distribution to the project is handled entirely by
sponsor supervision. ~uite often PTA women give their service gratis to the work

• during the noon hour. In some eastern states the school children plant summer gar
dens in local areas; vegetables so obtained are stored for winter use.

King County has five units now in operation; Kitsap Co. in the same zone to
gether with Clallam County have respectively two and one units. More units are in
process of beginning in all three counties. Don G. Abel, State administrator says,
"projects will be set up as fast as sponsors who are willing,pledge themselves to
underwrite the food expense and furnish suitable quarters. Sixteen other county units
are scattered over the state: the latest to take active form is that in Gray's
Harbor Gounty. opening on October 19th: Mason and Thurston Counties had their opening
of this very commendable project on October 9th followed by Pierce County on the 11th
inst. Chelan. Wahkiakum, Skamania counties are now working out the details of
organization. Word has just come to the writer that Yakima County will come into the
Hot Lunch family on October 20th.
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Mrs Hazel W. Dwinnell, state Director, Women's Projects advises that in the
State of Washington lunch is provided on these occasions for all children who desire
it. This costs the sponsors a trifle more but provides against creating class lines
among the children. Children may bring lunch from home and supplement this with
hot soup or a glass of milk and dessert. Every child gets one hot dish in addition
to a glass of milk; cocoa is furnished as a treat once a week and a light dessert is
served at each meal,- all entirely free to the child.

The WPA engages the cook or cooks required to serve the number of children
attending; one woman helper to each 50 children and a man helper for the heavy work•.

What does all this do for children? The children are under constant supervision
of PTA women who watch ever for improvement in the child's physical condition. A
substantial increase in weight is shown in many cases after a few weeks at the lunch
table.

A visit to one of the lunch sessions will convince parents of the delightful
atmosphere surrounding the children at the noon hour, the good quality ef the food
served, the practical service and the educational value to the children derived
through friendly companionship of other children and the cooperative spirit gendered
in helping each other. The Nation through such projects as the one in our story is
solving a major problem in an attempt to create happier homes and healthier children.
Hats off to P.T.A. Women.

-----00000-----
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Initial steps towards the construction of Tenino's new water system began
reoently when a WPI.. crew of 20 men started work on the road leading to the reservoir
site •

----
Winlock Oemetery association plans to submit a proposal for a WPA project

t~ improve the Winlock Cemetery, according to word received by the office of Don G.
Abel. Works progress Administrator.

- = ••

The proposed co-operative lumber mill at Camas, to be operated by workers
from WPA rosters, expects to market kiln dried lumber and furniture squares to
Oalifornia manufacturers, reports the Twin Oity Producers, the name given the co
operative association.

---
M,re than 800 cans of vegetables and fruit, recently turned out by the

Ridgefield P.T.A. canning project co-operating with the WPA, will be used in hot
lunches for school children, according to word received at the office of Don G.
Abel, Works progress Administrator.

----
•

Land values will be boosted 80 per cent in the district west of Conway
with the completion of a WPI.. Flood control project in the vicinity, is the opinion
of district WPA officials.

---
American slang expressions -- straight-forward English -- which is the

easiest to explain to foreigners? Good English l exclaim WPA instructors in one voice.
Thus the concensus of opinion of teachers of classes in naturalization was expressed
recently to Don G. Abel, Works Progress Administrator.

----
Public forums will be resumed in Seattle October 25, under the joint sponsor

ship of the United States department of education and the Seattle public school system
with the Works Prog:ess Administration supplying office and research workers.

----
Residents of Washington are becoming more musically inclined than formerly

it would appear. This from the fact that the WPA reports the peak enrollment in the
history of its music classes throughout the state.

----
More than 100,000 shrub seedlings and cuttings, the first season's output,

was recently transplanted by the Washington Park Arboretum, from its nursery, one of
the largest WPA projects in the northwest.

----
Washington airports, completed and under construction by the Works

Progress Administration, were vis ited during the week ",', .ling October 23, by Oorrington
Gill, assistant WPA administrator of Washington, D.O., and Don G. Abel, State
Administrator. They were accompanied by National Aeronautical Association officials.

----
A baby's "mama" is purely accidental, asserts D. J. O'Rouark, WPA

instructor in speech correction. A muscular contraction produces a prolcnged "A11
and a reflex contraction adds the "m-m-m" that fond parents interpret as "mama"_

----
Something new in the way of community halls is the boast of Mount Vernon

residents with the completion of a rustic bUilding constructed by the Works Progress
Administration.
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Residents of Bellingham find greater attraction at their Fairhaven
Park since the final touches have been added by the WPA to the community building
and clubhouse.

---
Improvement of the Cline Irrigation system near Sequim is in full

swing under a WPA allotment of $5,850 as advised by Don G. Abel, State Administrator.
Water for irrigation will now be available to ranches not previously served.

I ... _

An additional span of 26 feet to the WPA reconstruction work on the
Thirteenth Avenue highway bridge over Mill creek near Spokane has been authorized.

----
WPA workers engaged in beautifying the Veterans Cemetery at Retsil,

Bremerton, discovered the grave of a Civil War veteran who had had two wives both
named "Mary." He lies there in peace a Mary on either side of him.

--00000-
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Work will be completed October 27 on the Yakima municipal sewage plant, under
construction with the aid of $163,787 in WPA funds and labor since November 1935, it
was announced today by Don G. Abel, state Works Progress Administrator.

The plant, which is one of the most modern and efficient sewage
of its kind in the United States, as well as one of the largest west
Mississippi river, represents a total investment of almost $300,000.
to the WPA assistance, the city of Yakima, as sponsor of the project,
provided $116,986.23 and it is expected this figure will be increased
$140,000.

Located just outside the city limits, at the southeast corner of town, the
system covers ten acres of a 20 acre plot purchased by the city for that purpose.
During peak construction activity in December 1935, needed employment was provided
for nearly 400 WPA workers on this project, stated Abel. The large crew was busy
excavating and laying 3,800 feet of 48 inch sewer line leading into the plant.
During the past summer two WPA shU\s a day, of over 90 men each, have been employed
in final construction work.

The entire plant, excepting the caretaker1s house is of reinforced concrete.
The system features four open-top clarifier tanks, 90 feet across, 15 feet deep,
sunk 14 feet into the ground. Between the clarifiers is an administration
bUilding, housing laboratory, control panel, sludge pumps and chlorinating equip
ment. Nearby stand three cylinders, 40 feet across, 35 feet high, known as
primary and secondary digesters and sludge storage tanks. There is a control
house for these and adjacent is a huge dryinp bed. Heat for the digesters and for
cooking and heating the caretaker's cottage comes from sewer gas collected in a
huge d~me device.

Although, actually, tho plant has been under test operation almost a month,
the system is officially completed with the finishing of the final stages of
landscaping and construction of the caretaker's cottage. The plant is said to
embody the Eminoff system of digestion and Door system of clarification.

Similar but smaller plants are nearing completion with the assistance of
WPA labor and funds at Wapato and Zilla in the Yakima Valley. The Wapato plant
represents a total investment of approximately $25,000, while the Zillah system,
expected to be ready, including sewer lines by the first of January, will cost
an estimated $90.000. It will be Zillah's first sewer system.
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Delving into dusty, dark archives nf the old Pierce County Courthouse a WPA
~orker on the Federal Writers Project, The American Guide, unc~vered the architect's
drawings of the building, which had been lost for more then 25 years. The writer,
assigned to check on historical data, inquired of the County Engineer the date of
construction of the building and was advised that due to the lost plans the informa
tion was not available.

Undaunted by the information that the plans had been lest for so long, that
a thorough search had recently been made to no avail, even that in the opinion of
some they might have been lost in the Tacoma fire, this TIPA worker spent several days
consulting with local architects, eventually finding one who expressed his belief
that the plans were still in existence. Armed ~ith this small amount of assurance,
he set to work and for days carried on a systematic search that eventually rewarded
him with the finding of the complete set of plans.

In 1880 the county seat of Pierce County was moved froe Steilcoom to
Tacoma and the court house built. Due to litigation the erection of the present
building did not begin until in January 1891 and just when the building was completed
the records do not show - even historians disagree as to the date.

Slightly over three years ago some of the floors and walls began to show
signs of settling and in order to m~~e the necessary repairs. the original plans
would be required. Every facility at the command of the county officials were

• exhausted but to no avail. The original cost of these plans ran around $2,000 and
when the day arrived when repairs were necessary, their value had greatly enhanced.
So the reward for the long tedious days of searching bed a financial as well as
historical value.

During the course of this WPA writer's search some v~ry interesting facts
were brought to light. When planning the interior of the building the contractor
prOVided for a winding secret stairway with entrance concealed on each floor,
connecting the jail with the judge1s chamber on the third floor. Through this
stairway a prisoner would be protected from the violence of a mob, and guarded
against escape.

There is also a room with a Window, but no door, entrance being mede through
a trap-door not easily located. In the event of a mob, or a jail delivery, the
prisoner could be spirited away to this room without fear of discovery.

•

•

In another part of the building the floor under an entire department bRd been
raised several feet, the present floor resting on trusses, here is a space sufficient
to conceal several hundred men though not practical because of the lack of ventilation.

Room 506 is called liThe Hanging Room" and here the first two men to be
executed in Pierce County were hanged. The first hanging was that of Albert Michaud,
accused of shooting his former wife, on September 1899. Within two weeks the
murderer was brought to trial and found guilty. During the short time before the
execution his black hair turned snow-white.

Eben L. Boyce an alleged drug addict and wandering musician was also accused
of murdering his estranged wife Louise. The crime taking place shortly before
Michaud's execution in February 1900. In August of that year he was hpnged from the
same scaffold as Michaud. Records do not show of any further bRngings in this room.
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