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OCCUPANCY m· SAN .JUAX ISLA~\D. 

LETTER 
FROM 

T H E S E C It E T A I{ Y 0 F W A H, 
IU:.LATIVI: TO 

1'1te ocr:upancy qj Sau Juan il>lmul, number '!l troops, ~r·. 

AI.u:cu :!:1, I~F..-Ucft! rrcll tu the CommittC'c OIL .Mi litary .Atfuin; and onl<>rl..J to l•t• pdut<-tL 

''IAR D~PARTMg~T. 
TVasltington Cil!f• lllarclt 18, i ><GR 

Sm: In reply ro rlu" commuuicntion of December 10, J8G7, from th<· cha ;r
man of tile :lli1 itary Committee, enclosing a resolution of the ]louse of Repre
sentatives, of ~ovemLer 30, 1867, inquiring into th<' expediency of terminating 
the joint occupancy of San J uau h;laud, ulso the uurnber of troops t:tntioned 
there aud the cost of tmpporting the same, I have the honor to etatt~ that tlw 
General of the army report!!! ad\·cree]y ae. to the abandonment of the joint occu
pancy. 

'l.'hc accompanying report of Jauunry 13, 18G5, from ~lajor General H alleck, 
exhibits the 8trcngth of the military force 8tationed on the island nnd the co::;t of 
maintaining the snmc. I t is proper to remark that tl1e Commissary General uJ 
Subsistence estimates the cost of sub~i:;ting the command at aLout four thousand 
dollars more than General H alleck. 

Your oLcdirut servant, 

Hon. ScHU\'U:R CoLFAX, 

EDWIN ll. S'l'ANTUX, 
Secretary r!f n·ar 

~'[,raker if the House qf Repri'l;cntatin: .... 

HKADQ UART EHS l'tlrLITARY Dn•rsro~ l, •. TilE l' .. H 'Iflf'. 
San Fraw.cisco, Califurnia, .January 13, 186 ~. 

GE,.ERAL: I Lave this day receh·ed a copy of a re•olution of the H ouBc ••I 

Representatives, passed November 30, I8G7, in regard to the num?er of troop• 
we now Lave stationed on San Juan island, and the cost of supportmg tlw ~ami:' , 
with your indor:3ement directing an immediate report on the same. 

By last returns, dated December 8, 1867, the company (buttery J, ee~<.nd 
artillery) stationed on San Juan island con•i•ted uf five officers and fifty·e•gltL 
men ; total, si:xty-thre e. 



2 OCCUPANCY OF SAN .JUAN I5LAND. 

The only cost to the government uurin~ the past year in keepiu~ up this 
post, besides ti1e ordinary pay and allowan';,es of the officers and men~ has been 
some fifteen hundred or two tbonsand dollars for the repairs of the hospital and 
quarters, and three thousand dollars for the transportation of the mail, officers, 
and soldiers between that place and Victoria. No civilian employes of any 
description are now allowed at this post. 

The averllg£' coflt of the ratiou in San Francisco is 20.8 ceuts. To thiR 
should be added about three-quarter cent for tranoportation and delivery at San 
J nan island. The annual allowance of clothing for each soldier costs $75, 
to which should be added $3 for cost of tranBportation. This would give : 
Annual pay for 58 men... . ...... . . . . • . . . . . . . . • • • • . . . . . . . . . . $10, 920 
Annual cost of rations for 58 men...... ...... ...... .. . ... . . ... 4, 5I!l 
AnnMl cost of clothing for 58 men . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4, 500 
Annual pay and allowances of 5 office" . • • . . . . . . . . • • • . • . . . . . . . 7. 728 
Annual cost of fnel for the garrison...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1. 200 
Annual cost of forage for public animals.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 000 
Annua.l co!:!t of mail communication, &c . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3, 000 
Annual cost of repairs of public building. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 000 

Total. . . • • • . . . • . . • • . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . .. - 35.867 

Some of tLr above items are only approximate e~timate~. ns tlw exnct figures 
could not IJC obtained without sending to tloe post, which would have delayed 
this report, wLicb :you direct to be made immediately. It is, however, suffi
ciently conect for the purpose desired. 

In rcgnrd to tbat part of the res0lution which refers to tlw ex pediency of ter
minating the present joint occupatiou, I rcspecLfully refer to my communicution 
of November 18, 1867, iu which the matter is fully discussed. 

Ve1y re8pPctfully, your obcdict1t servnnt, 
H. W. HALLECK, 

Mojur General U. S. A ., commandil¥( 
},filitary Dio1isimz '!f tlu· Pacijic. 

ADJt:TA!\'T GEi\"E RAL o t· 'l'HE Ani\TY, 
Jl"aaltington. 


