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SABOTAGE.
FOREWORD

Th ill littIl' work ill t he (''' I't'Il("R of 1111 . ~· llil B IJI{' ma tl"rh.1 l'c,Il,>(>t rtt
on the IIubjfto,t of ~"hotpgf' fuT ,.. 1"'rio,1 of ", or., thun . " '0 yN, r>I.
Tha nk.. a re du ,," t o t bo nll' " y r\'l ..·I.. who ",",,\'C " lII<i ~tal l e(", a u,l espeei
a ll ,. 10 Al liin flrll iilll, wbu tnu dc f or ttl., whnt 1 th in k t o he t ho fiu'
f;n ~lillh trllllll!l.tioll (.r P" ui,:r t '.. work on HII I ,()tll ~'" F rom , h ill l ll ll ~

rn mrh1f' t ",drtlct.. hlln ' I......n wk.'n and a de pte ti ous III lull' to .." it
A ml'r; "llll eonditlon s.

Th t' o l( eC't of Ihi, work ill t o a Wllkl'1l the producers t o R enn~i

DUlin... .. or t llf'i r in ,jUJ! t r ia l powe r. It i" cl.-di1.'8t l"d, not t o thr_ w ho
• •tvcea t e but t o I h.-. w ho UBI' n lo<>tl4:8. WAf.KE P, C.8MITH.

No theory, no philosophy, no line of action is "0 good
as elau ned b)" its ad vocates nor so bad as painted by its
critics. Saboteee ls no ex cept ion to this rule. Se botege,
accord ing t o the capit alists and the polit ica l MK'iali....... is
ll.ynOU} ' 1l0 US with murder. rapine. a rson , theft : is. illogical ,
vile, un ethical, re actionary, des t ructive o f society itself.
To many anarc hist theorist s it is th e main wea pon (If ind us
t ri al warfare, overshadowinp mass sol idarity, ind uslrinl
for mation and d tsclplined act ion- f-tOIlW even go so fnr a...
t o cla im that sabot ll ~l' eau usher ill til(' new soeinl firth·r .
Romewhf're between th f'st' two ext reme views can he fO llnd
the t ruth about sabo taue.

Three versions are ,q-h-en of th e source of the word.
The one best known ill that a st ri4ing French weaver cast
hi'! woden shO('-(" alJfil ,. sabot- into th... del icat e meehan
ism of th e 100m upon letl'\; ng the mill- The confusi on
that resulted, ect tne to th e workers ' benef i t, brought to th('
front a li ne of tar -tics that took the name of ~AROTAGE _
Slow work is also Mid to he at th e hMi.. of the word , ttlP
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idea being that wooden shut'S are clumsy - and 80 prevent
quick ac tion 0 11 t he part of the workers. The third i~a is tha t
~ahotll A'e is coined f rom th e slang term ' that means "put
li ng t he boots" to" the employers by st r iking d ire ctly at
their profits without leav ing the jub. The derivat ion,
however, is uni mport ant. I t is the thing it self th at causes
oommoticn alllong employers and polit ieieus alike. what
then to; Sabo ta ge t

Sabotage is the destruction of p rofits to gain a definite,
revolutlon nry, economic end. It has nrany forms. It may
mea n the d llma(riuJ( of Taw materia ls d est ined for a, seab
factory or shop. It may mean th e spoiling of a finished
product . It. ll U1J' menu the d ispl ace ment of parts (If machin
er.r or the disarrangement of a whole uuu-hine where th a i
machine is th e 0 11(' upon whi ch the other machines are
dependen t for material. It maj- mean work ing slow- It
ma:r mean poor work, It lila}' mean missending pack ages,
ff1\-inK () '· f"n\"{· i~ht to eus tomera, polnt mg out d etects in
eocds, nr.illl: the best o f mat eriels where the employe r- de
sires adul terat ion and also the tel ling of t rade secrets. I II
Iact, it has as man}' vari ations as there are differe nt lines
of wor-k-

Note this important point, however . Sabotage does
not seek nor desire to take human life, 1';either is it
direct ed egn inst t he eonsmuer ex cept wh ere wide publir-it v
h8.... bt-' C"II ei ren to th e fa et that the sebo taeed product is
under the han . A boycotted product is at all times a fi t
subject for sabotage. The aim is to h lt th e l' IIl11loYH in
his vital spot, h is heart lind soul , in oth er words. his
pockethook, Th s- consumer- is st ru ek only when lie int er
poses himself between th e t wo combatants.

On the ot her hand, sabotaee is simply one of the ma ny
weapon s in labor-ts a rsenal. 1t is by 110 mean s; the greatest
ene, Solidaric act ion is mlpht ier than th e courageous acts
of a few. Ind ust rial elass format ion eives 8 s t rengt h not
t o be obta ined by mere tact ics. Se lf d i!;('il)li lle an d co-
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operats, , _ lion are necessary if we are to build a new
soc ial ord er as well as d estroy the old. Sabot age is merely
a means to an end i a means that unde r certain condittons
might be dispensed with end the end "t ill he gaine-d.

Nihutaf!e will sUlllet illlf'S lit' mus,ustod, flllJ.!Tautl)" so ; th e
Mint' j" true of every one of the weapon s of labor. T he
main concern to revolutionists is whether the u~t' ur "'l llOt ·
a tre will t!pst r-o)' th o power- of t he lI111l;tl'f':-; i ll such a ma nner
liN to ~...h e th e workers a g ren tr-r- measu re of ind ust r -ial 1'011·
11'01· (In t hat point d epe nd s it s 111;('fullll·S8 \0 the wor-anur
(~l aI;K.

II.
Sahot a~n' is not a form of iw tioll hroucht forth f ro m

F r<'IIt'l1 conditions. II d a tes hack to the earliest d ays of
human es ptoitat ion . It is 1)(01,1 (If 1,las.<,; sl ru/ZI:d~ lf man 's
inhumanity to man, Prom ser fdom tu waJ!(' "IoH' r)" the
ensla ved (·ldS."! has instiuefively tried t il n-uder less to tilt'
mast er t ha n wa.. E'XI)('c'f(1:1 of it. This 1lI H'O l lsC'inll'l Mlhot ·
lllZf' s hows the irrr-...o lwil llh)(' a ll tllJ!c' lliMll h(,t "'(1'n ('a I,itali>t.
aud labo rer-c-mastoe and »lave.

XahohlJ!t" Wtl ~ not formally hap fizf11 a... a wunl tn de
!'e'ril}f' a fo rillulil of soc·iOl I sf rutnrle until the f'~ lIl f('(l f' ral

{'o lll-: r('ss of Tolosa i ll I H!)'i. ( Ipeu lllh-ue l1 l':" IIf Ih... ic1 f'<l
a nd conscious ~ ll.hfl t a l.!c' ill p la.'(' of i" st ilw1il'e ar-thm lecan
in France abou t thi« ti me- It hnd lm-u preached in En~.

laud and K('(lj lllllcl Im- tunny yea rs !fC'f OT'I' th at 1111(\c'r the
name of "Ca ' Cann y. " This phrnse of SI'ut l'" (ll·il.rin 1tI ('f11l ~,

"Go slllw," or \0 hf' IlWI'(' literal, " n nn 't hurry up. " From
a publication " 1'Iu' Sudal Museum ' a ll instance i... pained
of l llt> lise of sabotage hy the Sco tch.

" 'n 1889 th e orcanbed do('k<'r~ of G1aseow de manded
8 ten per cent increase of wanes hut met with t h... re fusal
of the employers. Htrike bnoakf'Mo; WfO no brought ill f rom
a mong the acrieultural labo rers lind the doekers had to
acknowledge defeet and return 10 work on the 0111 wa b"t
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scale- But before th e men resumed their work, their sec
retary of the uuiou d e-livered to t hem the Iollo wiug ad
dreee :

" You arc going back to work at the old wage. The
employers have repeated ti me and t ime agai n th at thev
were d elig hted with the work of the egricultur» r laborers
who had t ak en our places for several weeks during the
strike. But we have seen them at work ; we h ave seen
that they cou ld no t even"walk a vesse l, that they dropped
half of the me rchandise they car ried, in sho r t, that two
of the m could ha rdly do the work of one of us. Never
th eless, tilt' employers hav e de clared themselv es enchanted
hy t ile work of these fellows ; well, the n, there is no th ing
left for us hut do th e same and to practice Oa' Canny.
Work as the agricultm-al laborers worked, Only they of ten
fell into the water ; it is useless for you to d o the same,"

"This order w as obey ed to the letter. After a few
days the con t racto rs sen t for the general secretary of t he
dockers an d be e ecd him to tell the dockers to work as
before and that they were ready to grant t he t en per cent
Increase.• •

Balzac, wri ting three-qu art ers of a eent ury ago, gave
a good illustration of sabotage in descri bing the bloody
uprising of Lyons in 1831.

" There hav e been many thin gs said about the uprising
of Lyons, of the republic cannonaded i ll the st reets, but
110 one has told th e t ruth, Th e repuhllc seized th t> move
ment. IHI an insurgent seiaes a rifle.

"The commerce of Ly ons is a commerce wit hout eour
a ge; as soon as nn ounce o f silk i .. manufact ured it is aske d
for and pa yment. ma de at once. w hen the de mand stops,
the workers are dying of starvat ion ; when they are wo rk 
ing they earn barely eno ugh to live upon. Th e p risoners
are more happy th an they.

"After the .Tul~· revol ut ton misery re ueh('(l th e point
where the work ers were compelled to raise n standard :
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. , Bread or Death !'-a stand ard which the governmen t
shou ld have cons idered.

"The republican s had Ielt out the revolt and they
organized the spinn ers who fought ill double shifts . Lyons
h ad its th ree days. Theil everything became nor mal ag ain
and the poor went hac k t.o their do g ke nnels .

"The spinners who had, unti l then , transfor med int o
usefu l goods the silk whi ch ' rill> weighed to the m ill
('O('OOIlS, la id aside p rolufy. Th ey h(,~<1Il to ~I~a,.,(' thei
fin ge rs wit h oil. With scru pu lous abili ty they rendered
the correct weight, bu t the sil ks were all specked w ith oil
The commerce of the sil k manufacturios WID> infested with
greasy goods which caused a loss to L~'OllS and to a portion
of the French commerce. "

This act ion, as Halsae p oint s out , was uothbur more
than the work ers t aking revenue for hndri~ l.ecu the
vict ims of ba vonets wh en thev had asked for br-ead. Bill
sa botage is s~nw th i nA" more tJian simply t he eq uival ent of
an oppression 'rece-ived , it h as lUI economic foundation .

lIT.

There exists t od ay a labor ma rket in which the wage
wo rk ers ReU their power to perform va r ious task asked
of them hy the purcha sers-c-tbe employing cl aR.~ , The lab or
powe r of the workers if! a commodity. In sd lillg the ir
merchandise the work ers mu st sel l the msel ves ulonu with
it . Therefore they are slaves-cwace slaves. I n purchasing'
goods from a lllerdl ~lll t Ollt' receives 811 inferior quality
f or a low p rice. Fur a low pl"i('('-»oor prod ucts. If thi.,
appl ies to hat s nud sh oes, why not equally t o the ('0111 

moditv sold by the la ho"('r ? II is from this reasoulue
that there al'i~es the idea : For poor wages-ba.d work.
This th ought is a natural one e\"('11 to those who agree
wit h societ v ns it is now oonstttuted. To those who do not
look llpon · the wage s~' s l elll 1IR II f inuJity and who IUlY('
('OIllP to re gard Ow employers in the ir true li g-ht - as thie ves
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of the labo re rs ' prod uct -s-the idea of sabotage commends
ithf'lf s ti ll more htroll~d)·. It is a logica l weapon for th e
revolutionist.

Jo.A,>llllotni...ts have shown t hat the wa ges of the workers
art' 1I0 t determined by their product . Wa ges a rt' si mply
ti lt' ma rke t p rice of the eounuodity cal led labor power.
W a ges are not raised or I OWCIT' d as th e producti vity of
th e worke r ebbs a nd flows. They a re coud itiou ed upon
t he su pp ly and dt'IlID11d, t in' et audanl of living wh ere the
wa ges art' p aid, lIml the rel ative streu uth of the or j::'l\nh.a
tiona of wad. ers 1111(1 employers. Not many \\" lig' l' workers
han' stud ied the d eeper economist s , hu t the dit ch d i::t lote r
" " O\\, S tha t when ttf' has f inish('l1 th e d itch UP(Ill which he
is lit work he must luur t ano ther- mas ter. He illl'>ti lwth'ely
slo\\'s up. X('1(-p l't-sen-atiolL is 011(' of th e ( il'st hlWIi of
nature. Hi s action has va lue fro m a r-la...._" stnn.l poiut , for
either more d it ch di lO: l!l'rs must 1)(' employed t o r-umplete
the wor-k within a /..o1n·n fin n-, or else there - is I('s.,,, voru
petit ion ill the la bor llIarket for those ex t ra days he labors.

:Mall ) ' who C'(llll !('IIIU :-;ahola~e will he fou nd if. be
unconscious ad voca tes of it. T hink of the absu rd posit ion
of the "craft un ion soei alists" who d f'('I-y sa bo tage an d, in
a lruoxt 111e sam e b re ath, condemn the various ef ficicuey
s.nolfe ll1 l-i of the em ployers ! By oppos ing' " s<'ien t ifi(, wall
8l!(·lItc·n l" the)' 8 1'(' doin g' to pot entia l PNlhts whnt th e
Mlhoteurs are d oiu e to act ua l pr..Ii t s. The oue p revents
l'ffi ,·i('JI('r , the other wit hdraws i t. Incident all y it lIlig-ht.
he sa id t ha t l-ia hotu /.:'(' is th e on ly cffecf ive method of warcl.,
in e (Iff the d et erioration of t hf> worker tha t is sure t.u
follow the performan ce of the "lime mono tonous ta sk
minute aft er minut e, d ay in and day ou t . Sabot ace also
OU('I'N the hest method to comba t the evil k nown as " "1)('00.
ing UII- " None hut t he work(>n;. k now how great this evll
is. It is one of the methods by whi ch employers coin
weal th from d ea th , consumin g the w r)' lives of the toilers,
) t) " payment of slightly higber wage to Ute st ronger and
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more dex terous slave, the rest are Ior ced to kee p pa ce.
Those who fall by ti le way are uueeremonio.rely east a...ida
to beg, steal or srarve. One method used by the saboteur
to stop th is for-m of sca bbery is illustrat ed hy th e foll owing
occurre nce :

Buildin g laborers wer e wheeling barrows of ma terial
to an elec t ri c llOi..t, fo ll owing the rate of speed set by thei r
higher p aid tuskmust er. Th e pur-e became so sw ift. tha t
those who we re wea ke r could no lon ger kpf'p up, Duri n g
the noon hour- 0I 1P of th e men stepped to the wheel barrow
of the spee de r am] tightened the lmrrs on the wheel. UPOII
rf'sulll i ng- work ti lt' t as k master- st a r ted at his u su al paee
hilt soon was obliged to slow down t hrough shee r wr-uri
ne e.., No class N lIlS<"iOUS worker will join th e mora list s
a nd vole 1'lltl'11£'1 'N in condem nin g this action.

I II th e steel mills the s]w(>dill'g lip proeess has become
so d istressin g: t tl th e average work er th nt eti ll grpul pr steps
m-e t aken f ul' sclf )H'otl 'diu ll, In fact, in speak ill II nf th ('s J
(,Ilis,,, t rait ors , i t is «rtcn remarked th at " Somothinc
dropped ou tbeh- foot often lIfff'd fl their head ," Tht'l'\:'
a re many point... of sim ilu ri ty between the I'; pc('1]('r nnd
the favored stee l' ill the xtnck Y/H'ds ,rho is tratued to I('/H]
the ot her steers in to th e jd Jlin g- · )lI' li S.

Encl eud (,f fr l's an example of a p ra cti cal nw fh cHl of
li mit ing the output . D ill' to effr-cfive, widespread, svs tcma
til' sabotage the In-ir-k masons t ]IPI'{' lay. as a Ila," 's work,
l('ss than one-third t he number- of bri ck req uired " frtnn
their brof ln-r craffsmeu ill A IlII' I'iNl. An y red ueflou i ll pay
is met wi th n 1'II1I IIIel' rr-duefi on in t he wor k. Sabotnpe
1l1(' (I11S , therefore . th at the "ork('I'S dlrcetlv fi ~h t the eon
di tions Imposed h)' the masters in acr-ordnnce with th e fo r
mula " POOl' wa ges-a-bad work.'

Acti on s which mig-ht be classed as " capi talist sabctae e"
are used by th e d if ferent exploi ti ng and professional classes.
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The t ru ck farmer packs hi", hU"I{f'fil fr ui ts and vegetables 011

top. The merehau t "{'II,, infer ior ar tid{"fl as " M'Ult' th i ll~ j ust
as good ." The docto r ei ves "Lrea d-pills" or other harmless
cone octiuus in eases where th e 1I) ' 1II10l11S are IHt2.Zliug. The
Imild !:",- US( '1\ 1J<..... 1"t>1· mat er-ial t bau de umnd ed i ll t he specifi
carious. 'The manu facturer ad ultera tes f~l( lstuffs and doth inK.
All these are {Ol' t he purpose of ~t1 in ill J!' tuore profits. ( 'a r
lUlius of potatoes were destroyed in JIIinois re cent lv : ('lIll UII
\\"11."1 burned i ll the ~OUt h('111 stntcs ; euffee was df'sl l'uy t' d
II)" th e Bl'llZilillll plun tera ; barge lond :-; of ulliu lIS \\,(" '" t!UIW
ped ovr-rboanl i l l Californ ia ; IIpp lt·s nru h·ft t il rut uu 1I1 ( ~

trees of whole ol"dulld s in \\' a shi ll ~t"lI ; llll! } huud n-ds II!
tous IIf foodstuffs lire hek l ill ('u ll! sltll'altf' unt tl reudcr,"!:1
un fit for consump tion. All to ru isr- p rk('S. Yet it is ex ploit ers
of this ehar-ar-te r- wh o are lou des t ill r-ondemnaf ion of sa!Jotaf,,'l'
when it is used to benefit the work4'rs.

Some forms of cap ita list Foa hota /.:'{' DJ'f' If'Jwl i)'('(I, ot her-s
are not . Hut whether or no t th e v.. r ious p reettce s a rt' saue
tt cned by law, it is evident that thf'y a re 11I( '1'12' ha rmful to
S(l('it'fy as a whole than i!i th e snbet a ge of the wn rkers. Capi
talists ca use Impe rfect dams to be cont meted, and devest a
tlng Iloods S W ('(' P whole sections of t1w cou nt ry. ThE'S have
fau lty bridges erec ted , and wrec ks I·tH ISf' great loss of life .
'They sell stea mer fiekets , promising nhsolut f' security, and
sabotage the Hfe-sa vimr equipment teo the po in t wh('I'(' hun
.\1'1"(ls a re mu rdr-n-d, as wit ness the T illl lli, ', Th e ( leu r-rnl :-l lu"lll l1
d isast er in au exam pl e of capitalis t suhnt ru r e 1111 t he life
p reserve rs. The Iroq uois 'Theater fi r" is lin ('XHUII ,If' of stlhutll!!"
iJy exploite rs, who assurx..l the )Iuhli (' tha t. the fit" curtain
was made of asbestos. Th f're arc also tilt' P r imer», ti lt' Drukea
bo re, the Cherry mine di sasters and th e If'l'rihlf' Tr-iamrle
Shirtwaist tragedy. T he eases could he multiplied indefi ni tely.
TII('Sf' capitalist murd erers cons titute them se lves the monte....
of the morafs ur those slaves who" ha ve Ilothin l.! to lOs(> but
t lu·it chains. " Only f ools w ill t ake t11"it ethif'!C from sueh
kua vec Capitalist opposit ion to sabotage is one of its high
est reccmendations.
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Cap it alist sa botage aims to benefi t a smal l I!I'OUp of

IlOn-I)IOOU(~ers. while working class sabotage seeks to help
the whole body of producers at the expense of the parasit es.
The f rank p ositi on of the clusa conscious wor-ker is t hat
capitalis t sabotage is wrong because it harms th e workers ;
work ing class sa bota ge is r ight beca use it aids the wor kers
This vi ew comes from the posit ion the proleta r ians occupy
in t he class war. A word abou t that class W il l '.

To the rebellious to iler the class wa r is n o mere theor.....
It is a gr im r eal ty . To him it is not a po lite sparri llg match
accord in g to Marq uis of Queensh urv ru les w-i th fonr years
between each round. It is love of Hbert..... and war aeninst
the exploiters. " All 's fail' in love and war."

Re('allse tl l(' rovuluf ionist h as di scarded the 1110 1'111 «od e
of the master- class and has spit ill the f al' l' o r hnur g-pois
ethics, it does no t necessurtly foil...w that there is no rille
rCg"\Il a t illg' hi s ('omhwf. H (' is. iu fad , so s l t·om!"!)' ar-tuated
1Iy an ideal t hat he has lef't. tlte a l' CW I of \\"ol,l s t u outer
Ihe realm of ac tion . Sabota~e is a direct applicat ion of the
idea that property h as no rights that Ita creat ors are bound
to r espect , Es[*('iall y is this t rue when 111C ereut urs uf flll '

weal t h of the wor ld a re in lunur er nud wan t mllitl t11 ~ ahm Hl·
1\1]('e they ha ve produced, while the idle few han all the
good th ings of li fe.

H ow ever secret mu st he snbot aae, when uscd hy the
individual Ins te ad of the whole hodj-, it. is taldn;::! it s pl ace
ill the ri sin g 1I10ral c'n<le of the 1H'0IH' I·ly ]ess t oilr-rs just ill
proportion as it is Iwing- openly advoca ted . T he OUhJlOk (' lI

p ropa gand :l of sabotage and it s wide spread use nre true
reflecttoua of economh- eon dit inns . TIl l" current othieu l code
wi th nil existing- lew» end lns t ttut lons. is based upon pri vate
property in prod uction . Why expec t those wh o have n o
stake in society. as it is no w constitute d, to eont fnue to
contribute to its support?
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V
The eharee Ihat. sabotage IS " Immoral," " ullet hil'al,"

"uneivi lized," and the like. d O('S not worry the rebel lious
work ers so Jon ,l:' us if is eff('('tin~ in infli cting injury to Ibr
employers " profits. As it aids th e workers in thei r fi gh t it
will find iJll'N'asill l£ favo r- in their eyes. In war th e strategic
move is to r-ut off the opposin f[ fun-c fro m its hase of sU PJlIi~.

Xahotnf[c seeks to cur-tail profit s and in conjunefion with
other \ H'UlIO llS to ahnl ish filllllly th e surplus va lue, IIr unpaid
InJJ(J r , th at is t he S Olll'(' C of til t' (' IIIJ1loj'(" 'K ' power.

"You 1l.1'C' itumoral " ('ry elllpl(l~' en; and 1)Ulitkinll!! a like.
Our 8 IlMH ' r is t hn t all morals today arc ba sed UJl OII pr-ivate
Jm'IWrlj'. Even so-cal led sexual immorality is condemned
whil e uni vcrsallv prac tic ed , because it viola tes th e principle
(If inheeitauee in prope rty and is in defiance of I' W.t OJll S

j.,.'t'licrally aeeepted but seldom inquired into. "'~n the
workers accept their morals f rulIl the capi talist ('IR,,-'i th ey
are in a sorry way indeed. The question is not, Is sabotage
immoral?-but, Does sabotage ge t th e goods?

" You art' d f'!'It royi nj:;' civllbatton" is li kewist> hu rled
aua inst us , to whk-h we reply il l the language of the street :
" We should wc rrv!" Civilization is a lie. A civilization
tha.t is builded upon the bended backs of toiling babes; a
civilization that is reared upon th e sweating, starving; strug~l.

ing mass of mankind; a civilization whose very existence de '
pends upon a constant army of hungry, servile and Iaw.abid
ing unemployed. is sca rcely worthy of consideration 'at the
hands of those whom it bas so brutally outraged. The saboteur
carries on his work in order to has ten tb e day of working class
victory, when for th e first time in human history we shall
have a civilization that is worthy or the name,

Wb at is more civilized t han for th e workers to crea te
powder t hat refuses to explode '

" n at is more civilized tb,," ttl work slow and thus forco
rlllll)u)'f'1'3 10 sl}'l! 8 U"ing Iq 'Ufl.tr "t t he unrmp)flrrd '
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What is more civilized tha n to spike the guns when they
are trained on our work in!,! ('I a s.~ brothers in other ('(JUnt nes!

' Vhat is more civilized HUlII to wash' the ad ulterations
gi ven t he workers to pl ace ill Iood, thus making it unprof
itabte. to "CI t impun- products T

Rilhota~(' will ('h 'ilize the soldier , the milit jumau, tht!
police, th e spe eder, th e Il la \'e dri ver, the food poisoner , the
s tlCld dy man ufact urer, the profit ~raLIJ('r of high an t! low
dt'J!I"H', '81111 e\'(,11 th(' politici an .

T hose wh o oppo se sabo tage on eth ica l grounds nrc
tiullpurteNi of ('8 J)itnli st th eft and art' fai thful w1:{('hdol!:"
uf the s t r(ll1 ~ box<"!'i wherein Ih p ma....t ers store ,",,-01('11 weal th.
lt evolnt ion is ts ha ve 1111 ti me to waste in tll ltillg' 1l'l''>(lll s in
correct mnnuers from IllOsP who do no useful labor i ll sor-Icty.
In advocat lne slI lmlllJ,:"t' W I' hOJlP 10 "how thut t ilt' wor kers
should rid t heh- llIi lld s of the last remnuu t uf hOllrgl'4 .is «ant
and hyptt('ris,\' uud l.y it s use develop euuruge and ind ivid ua l
j ui ria t ive.

From sal -ota ge 10 gnin "e·tt l'r r-enditions it is a logical
step to dirt'd )<;'ll lt" tRl!f' a~ainst the repressive a nd 11t'1...-er t lue
fol"('("S of (,ll pil ali...m.

VI
TI·t' pn-ss is one of the J:I>j,' 1l1pst Iil!elwies used "30' the

f'l1IJl J(l~'I'I'" to keep tilt' workers ill suhiect iou . It is d omin ated
hy the indus l rial 1113... I('I"s . ~Olllt'1iIll f>S the PI'ft!S is (lwlll'(l dh't"f·t1y .

Sflllletim("S Ilm .u:!h a mortgage or a secured loan. More otter.
!l IP sn hsidilmt ioll of the pres s i... at't'o lllJllished th rough lid 
yt' 11isintt pa t ronace. But at all tim es the IW\\'f'T of th e ca p i
tali...t prcc... de pends upon t lte sl' l...-il ity (If the s laves \\"110 do all
the work IIf sct fing lip, pt-iufln e 811d distrihuti ll~ the lies
IIf the must e rs . ;';ah"hlJ{£' i ... Il le IlII1S!. effective weapon fo
the stoppillJ{ of uewx puper- et tucka upo n the workers awl
their orgunbat tons .

As II WllOlp the repo rters lire fuvo m hla to the wo rkers.
The)' haw III foll ow the pohey (If th e pape rs to hold their'
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jobs, however. They can use sa bot age on the masters by rheir
handling of the news. The ed ito rs of the various"I depa rt ments
will color the matter anyhow, in ucecrdence wi th wi ..hes c t
ad vertisers or stoc..kho lden- or the Jl 8 I K'r". Rut wh en 1111 arl it·le
is written that Is han nful to th e workiulll'lass there a rt" many
wa ys in which it eRU be sabotcd. 'The linotype operator ca n
mi.splace a por ti on of th e 1'01))" . The p roofreader can insert
or remove the word " not " and thus change a knock 10 '1

boost. Th e make-up man can pl ace ano ther a rticle wlu.>n,' it
W aR Intend ed th e lie should go or he can Insert a part or
a nother art icle under the off't'ud iuJ( heedin g so that it "ill .
ap pa ren t ly read correetl y and )""'1 will not contain the harm 
ful mat erial, The stere otype r «an d amage the [ <let' o f t!h'
offend ing art icle so th at it will not print. These lire hu t 1\

few of the many method s tha t might be used. All of thes e
" ncciden ts" 8~ happening eve ry d ay in publishing pl ants
end it hut re mains to direct t1 ICUl to a r evolut io nary r-ml.
' Vith more class ('omwiousne Nl alunJ( th ese lin es the 1' lIlplo~..er.-l
w ill find it does no t pay to lie about the workers .

One of the re pressive for ces of cap italism, the mil iti a,
can he made useless by the ex tension of the use of sebotace
One saboteur ca n make ha rml ess.. toys of th e ent ire equi p
ment of a company. When a t rain load of sold iers are d is
patched to a strike scene, where they always act in the in
t ere-t of the employers , the t rain eau Le sa bot ed . Iii
I 'arme, Ita ly, for example, th e farm labore rs st ruek. & 1
d icrs were ordered to the sce ue. TM enelneers re flllWll to
pull the t rai n from the depo t. ' ·olunleers 10 man th e f'lIgiu('S
were secured f rom th e ranks of the sold iers_ ' Yhf'u tht',*, Sf'al.,.
cntcrec the eab they found that some vi ta l part of each
en gtne had been misplaced. Tlll'Y \ H'1"e forced t il wa lk to
Parma. Bridges disappear ed ill advance of th e line of mereh .
When the weary and d isgusted I. rnolJoS arrived at th e seene
of t ile ee ricul t ural st r ike they fou nd that th e s t rikers had
won and wert' back at work.

Rt:!8lizing that the rail roads a re t ile arteries of r-om
IIw t'Ce the cepi tl ists of this cou nt ry have preettcelly pur-
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chased the en gineers by a high W8"'~ and the t>.'ltall iisiullent.
of an ar.....oc racy of labo r, But a few N'hf'll'l an> bound to
creep into their ranks. E ven if every om' Il f t hem re mained fl

t raito r to the workers h)' l~ill ¥: 11l;\'~ 1 t il the employe r ..
s till t he)" could not escape sebor age. .\ bar of soup in the
boile r would keep the soldie rs a t hOllle or else foree them
to march to the s t ri ke - IC ti lis were no t possible, there a re
water tanks whe re the tender must he fill ed and the saboteu r
can .. Let the (; old Dust T wins do the work "

In case of wars, which every intf'IIi:;:-E'nt worker kno ws
are wholesal e mu rders of worke rs III enr i ch the mast er (·Iax.....
there jg no weapon so forceful to d efeat t he t>JIl Jllo)'(,TJl as
sHbot 8~e by the rebellious work('Tl< in til l' t wo w8 ril~ (' nUI1

tri es. Sabotage will put a stop to war when resoluti ons, par
liamentary appeals and even a call for general refusal to
serv e are impotent . But , a~ "t Jl It'd h t>for(' "Iahofag'f' i" hilt h I lt'

phase of the que..tion. Ant i.ll1i1it a l)' and an tt -pan-lot!c aj!it l\
tion must nlsH carried 011.

Rfl lwf a gt· is a mil!h ty force ns a revolut ionary tac ti c
RJ,rai n<lt th e repressive foret's of cap italism, whet her those
reprec. ions he di rect 01' through t he Stat e.

VII

.. II ilol guerilla warfare," is another ery against sabot age.
W('II. wh at of it ? Has not guerill a warfare proven its ('l f to
he a useful th in g to re pel Inva ders and to make JZ'ain~ for om'
or the otbe r of the opposing fortes f llo not the cap ital ist s
use gue ri lla wariare ~ t tnerillu warfare hri ll~ out the ('fl ll rll ~('

of ind ivid uals, it de velops init ia ti ve, d ariuJt. resoluten ess ami
aud aci ty. Sabotaee dON tbe l'>8I1lC for its use rs . It is to 1h~

socia l war what guerillas- are to uet lonal wars. If it d ()t'!( 110

more than lIwakpll a portion of the worke rs f rom their let har
JO'" it will have bee n j lL"Itifi« 1. But it will d o more than th at :
it will keep the workers awake and w ill inci te them to do
hattlf' wit h mast ers. 11 will J!.'in added ho pe to the mili ta nt
min ority. the few who always bear- the brunt of the st ruggle.
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Th e sa boteu r is the sharpshoot er of the revolu tion. li e

has th e cou rage and the d aring t o in vade the enemy's country
ill th e uniform of a "loyal, " that is to say-c-suhser-vient,
worker. But be knows that loyality t o the employer means
t reason to his class. Sabot age is the smokeless powd er of
the S(wial war. It scores n hit, whi le its sou rce is seldom
d etec ted. It is so un ive rsal ly fe ared by th e employers that
111(')' do nut even dedre 11m! if hp condemned for fear s la ve
elasfl Ill ay Jearn st ill IIIl1 f'(' it s . l!l' f' n t va lue.

ludcod , it r-a n he seen that th e mast ers a re powerless
in th e far-e of this wea pon . In th e rea lm of p roduction the
mash 'I'S do not en t er- exce-pt by ind irect ion . Th e creat ion of
wealt h is t he work of t he wa ge slave class , and every 1('11"
dency (If this class is towa rd snbotaee.

The 1i1ll(' clock hns r-ome as s ign that the boss recog
n bes the instiur-tive salwta!!c t hat is universal . 111 runny es
tah li-.hm eul s there is ('\' (' 11 a t illl(' clock i ll f ro nt of eaeh toil et,
with a ti me li mit fur fb· tuile rs to remain insid e. Hut wh ere
is there a f!lefol')' th at has no t t ts sa hotell ts who show th eir
(·hiS."! solida ri ty by l' j n ~ i ll ~ in t ime fo r some of t hei r fellow
wor ke rs ? In many est abllshmcn ts the t ime clock has an nn 
aceount eble habit of }:!.ctt ing out of order and so costing th e
fi rm 1II()f'" tha i' the amount of labo r ti me saved otherwi se.
As n (·}I{·C'k a~niw4 t he spread of sabotage th e employe rs h ave
tht-il' paid w ri ters to tell tal es of how Sl1CC{'SS in life is SIII'C
to att end the wor-ker who do cs 11(1t wa tch the clock and who
endeavors at . ·n ' r .... op por tunit y to save Ilwl1r y f(11' t he eut
ployer. Bu t jJ]{'N' are mure ( I f the \Vor l;:ers who arc coming to
see th at 11II;': Sn y i ll !! thn t is mad e is uot reflecte d in their pay
en vel ope hut s irupl;\' III N lllS larger profits to those who a re
Jl1 read ," I,:"ettill l,! t il", hulk of the good thin gs of life, They nlso
kn ow that where one miuht J)ofi,.<o;illly foree ahead hy I !t'i ll ~ a
"hoss-Io\'t' r ." the same Hill' of acti on on Ole pa rt of the whole
forr-e wou ld rr-duce t il(' num ber of employees neede d and
prchal-ly re sult in thei r dismissa l. Knowin g this t hey are
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scornfu l of Elbert Hubbard 's Yelled p re achments against
snbotace.

']' hos(' who denoun ce sabota ee as "unfair" are also seen
to he suppor-ters of the ki nd of uni ons that noti fy the em
ployers six months in advance of a st ri ke, thus anowill~

them to procure scabs or to stock-pile so as to have materia l
with which to sllIlp ly th e demand for goods while the work
ers are star vin g. T he same mora lists nlso ho ld that it il\
wrong for the millers to cel l out t he pump tuan 011 s t rike be.
cause the mines would flood , ignorin g the Ia et that such net
ion wou ld quick ly brin g the employer to tenus.

VJJI
In wa rfaro a fl an k movement is alway s feared hy eaeh

of the opposin g" forces. In the soeial war sa botnce is the best
kind of a flail" movement UpOIl oill' encmv-c-t hc emp lo.rinl{
class. An act ual inst ance wi ll se rve to i llustrate the point.

On au on-hard farm in the stat e of W ash ingt on a dis
agreemen t arose oyer eonditions on t11e job. A s t r ike t ook
place . The T. \V. w. members am on g the st r ikes immc
diately telephoned to the union in the nearest city.
' Vh en the employer arr-ived in tOWII looking for II n ew crew
he was rather su rp rised at his speedy success. FilII fare was
paid for 11Je men and the rail way t rain was boarded. At
t he fi rs t stop, nhont two miles f rom the cit y, the who le crew
d eser ted the t ra in. T h..)' were all members of the uniou . Re
turn ing to the cit y the farmer pick ed up a second crew.
lIe arranged to have th em pa y th eir own fare, sa llie to he
refunded upon thei r arrival on th e fa rm. T his crew went
through all r ight and wo rked for a wh ile under th e farm
er's direction. "T'hink ing the st rik e was su ccessf ully broken
the employe r finally husled hi mself with other matters for
the rest of t he day. Next nwn dllg upon vis iti ng the work
the farmer was surprised to f ind that 1000 young trees had
been planted upside down. their roots waving to the breeze
Jl,8 6 mute evidence (If f:\olh!Rr it)' and 5abW~'l. g(', No further
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argument was needed to con vince the fa nner of the " j ustice"
of th e d emands of the original crew.

This instance also shows that sabotage is not always
an individual Uletic. It ofttimes develops into mass action
Slowing up on the job is the most frequent form of fIlllSS

sabotage, but a commonly relat ed incide n t shows one of its
other forms.

A ~Illl~ of section men working on a railroad in In
diana were noti fied of a cu t in their wages. The workers
immediately took their shovels to the blacksmith shop and
cut two inches fro m the lo;C'OO pS. Returning to the wor k
th ey to ld the boss : .. Short pll;y, short shovels.'

Every c-ut in wages is met by a decrease in ('ff ici('ncy
on the part of the work ers. It remains for the mili t ant"
to show th at mass sabotage can he used to counteract th e
decreased wages th at donot ap pe ar in t erms of money
but. arise f rom th e h igher cost of living. Wi len this iil
p lain to the workers it will he only a step for them t o use sa
bota ge as lever hy whic h t o raise waJ!,"~l'l and , in th e hands
of th e most re bel lious, as It means to destroy profit s utt er ly .
For the p iece 'workers ot her methods of sabotage must he
used. They, naturally enough , are not int er ested in d imin
ishiug their p roduct. Sabotage can be used ill the quall ty
or upon the materials and took It is useless to try to give
all the differe nt methods that arc capable of hcbg used
Each line of work dictates its own methods-

The one point. must ever he borne in mind, how ever.
that sabotage is not direct ed t oward the consume r, The
reason for sabot age is to st r ike a blow at the employing
class profits and th at is th e thing th at mus t always he
uppermost in the mind of t he saboteur. But take a theatre
st rike, where the pat rons 81'(' fully aware that a boreott iN
on and the consumer-c-the pl aygoer-c-is then coneldered an
nlly of the emplo yer end th erefore t o be treated as HIl

enemy. The motion picture ope rators, especial ly in Chi
CHJtO, have used sabotage to good ad vantage to clear the
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houses of unfair patrons . They simply drop ped some vile
smelling chemicals upon t he fl oor duri ng the perfor mance
and then made a q uiet and speedy exit The audience
generally followed th e example wit hin a shor t t ime. This
method was used only after an ex tensive boycot t of th e
theatre in quest ion had been advertised .

It is q uit e natural that th e employing class t ry t o have
it generally understood th ai «ebo taec means poisoning
soup, putting ground glass in hre ad, dynamiting bulldinga
and the like, so th e revolut ion ists must at all ti mes ern
phasise th e point th at sabotage is not aimed at the con
sumer but at the heart and soul of the employing class
the pocketbook.

IX,
" It. will he met by th e lockou t;" is anothe r argum ent

advanced eealnst the use of aabotaee' That is to say , the
employer, f indin g sa bot age in use in his fact ory, will cut
uff all of his p rof its in order to t ry to saw a portion of
the m ! But let a lockout be used and will no t wage work
en; have to be employed as soon as ope ra ti ons are rCRll mNl l
Will not the employer have to h ir e th e sa me saboteurs , who
have r emained unk nown to hi m T If workers M C imported ,
cannot sabot eu rs get on the job in the gu ise of !'lca hs !

A li ttle though t on th e sub ject shows tha t a lockout ts
impract icable in the face of sabotage. No employe r lock s
ou t his force with the int en t ion of keep ing them out
pe rmanently. The workers must be re -employed. Their
lockout ex periences will drive home the class stnl ggle
more t han would a thousand lect ures on the subjec t, awl
man)' of th em will r etur n to work , <'II' was predicted in the
Lawrence st r ike, " with bitterness in th eir hearts and emery
dust in the ir pockets." The employe rs, however , resor t to
the lockout only when all else has failed . Bvcn when using
this weapon they seek to have it appear M a st r ike, end
\hey lau nch it at a tim e f avor able to themselves in everv
partleuler, and therefore unfavorable t o the wo rkers. They
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hope, by such a loc kou t , to ( ' S U M' the workers to IDSI.' f ait h
in t he st rike as a weapon : failin g' to uote the fact that
workers strike because 1hE'Y must, and 1I0t through mere
desire. They do not know that no agitator can cam e a
strike, no writer can cal l sabotage into use, no social revo
lution can be created an d con summated, unless &l1 the
socially necessary elements of discontent are present,

The d irect lockout , even wh en it ser ves the immed iat e
eud of the empleyerx, is harmfu l ' to their class interests
fl." a whole. Even Gompe rs would scarcely d are preach
" mutu al int erests " to locked out workers. In stead of
blamin g themselves for hayin g st ruc k, Of p);l{'ill g' ti ll' ManiC
upon inefficient st rike leadership, 011 t he h 81,I'('(1 of t1 1~

workers is di rec ted against the emp loyers. Arm~ with a
knowledge of sabotage the wo rkers r eturn to theIr task ,
more terrible in defeat than in victory.

Nor can ti le mil it ary fon"es he successfu lly employed
egainst sabotage" The empl oyers could not lnug nffom. tl'
have a soldi er to ~'lUU't1 each worker. Th e work ers, in
feet, would immedi at ely rebel when placed under ,"11,,11
espionage. Ne ithcr is there an)' su rety that sa botage will
n ot have pe rmeated the army. It is th ere al re ady and it
is Jtrowin~ in favor. E ven were the wo rkers to allow t he
mili tary ru le it might mean thnt sabntn gc wou ld (' (' Il S(' fur
the ti me bel ne , to brenk out all the more fiercely the mome nt
t he soldiers were withdrawn, but more likely the na tural
resen tment against such espionage would lead to an ill('r C'8SNl
amou nt of sabotage. Wealth cannot he creat ed wi th ba~·oll ('t,,"

T he emp loye rs well kn ow t hat their rule rests upon the peace
ful ecqui eseenee of th e workers. The)' will scarcely under
mine their own foundation by empl oyi ng soldiers t o massacre

an entire force when a. militant minori ty use sabotage.
N01Ytbl1t the capitlliist d 8£S are ceasing even to Pfr.
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form the slight t ask of nominal superi ntendence in the
industries to which th ey hold legal title, they are ent itl ed
to absolu tely no conside rat ion at the hands of the actual
prod ucers of wealth. Th eir withdrawal also means that
the sli g-ht remaining check to sabotage is being removed.

E lim inati nJ!: all the obv ious ly muster class objections
t here remain bu t two pertinent questions from the point of
view of the elnss eouse lous wage worker. Does sabotage
d estroy wo rk ing class solida ri ty ? Will - sabotage continue
to di sarran ge ind ustry whe n the workers have taken
pOs.<iffi,."ion ?

'rak in g up the two questions in t urn it can be shown
th at sabota ge is 1I0t a boomeran g that will return to slay
t hose who moe it .

x
Worklug elass solidarity is siui plv the result of a

('(III!·wi01l!'mes." of power. Sabotage, by arming the workers
with a weapon which the masters eannot wrest f ro m th em
adds greatl y to the fe eli llJ!: of st rength.

Ma..s sabotage is in it self a s ign of solider-ity. The
concerted withdrawal of efficiency, by slowing down lor
other means, is sure to bind the workers closer together.
'I'his is true whether th ey are organized or not . III case
they are organized it g' iYe~ to the work ers a greateesenae
of secu rity ll."l Wf'I1 a.s addit ional industrial control.

Individual acts of sabotage, performed to the end that
class benefit be derived; can in no way militate a.gains:t
solIdarity . Rat her they promote unity. The sabo teur in
colves no one hut. himself and Is im pelled to t ake the risk
by reason of hi.s st ro ng class desires.
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Solidarity between the ca pital ists does no t seem to be
affected by their use of sabotage. That they fight each
other with that po tent wea pon is quite evident. That they
use it upon the workers is also easily seen. Bu t nowhere
NLIl it he shown that there h as been a division in the ranks
of their fightin" organizat ions, whe n the workers were
d oing battle a gainst them, Btl a result of th~ir use of
sabotage.

Various cases 'Of this capitalist sabotage might be quoted.
Compe ti tors of the Stand ard Oil Company often found that
legal d ocuments had been imprope rly executed for them,
Rh'als of the Sugar T n lst had foreign ma terials introduced
into their shipments, and in the fi ght of Havemeyee against
Spreckels the latter's machinery had an unaccountable habit
of Jretting (Jut of order. A Denver brewing com pa ny almost
ru ined a compe ti to r "y h iring men to spread the sto ry that
a decomposed body had been found at the bottom of its
ri val 's brew-vet. But when it cornea to robbing the wage
workers t hese cap italist saboteurs are " banded together
like thieves at a fair."

Several of the so-called "muck-raking" megaeines have
been Ioreed to suspend th rough the use of sabo tage. H emp
ton 's was killed in that manner by those capitalists who
!'8W their in terests me naced. T he Appeal to Reason has been
a suffe re r at the bands of cap italist saboteurs wh o pied thei r
mailinK lists and played havoc with the mailing room gene '
rally. Just ima gine the effects UP<Jll capitalism were the
Appeal to have its millions of readers ap ply the same tae
ti C'JI1

Upon learnin g Ihat "accidents" had happened to rdty
thousa nd Jo·"rd.. of elotb, d uring the trial of Etter; Gtoven-'
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n itti and Caruso, William Wood is reported to have said
" They are beating lUI at our own ga me," e urely no one
can seriously cla im that sabot age in the textil e industry did
not help to r-ement the various workers all the more
closely together.

Even we re it t rue that sabotage worked against sol .
id arity to some exten t, st ill it would have to r eceive con
s ider ation 1lN an economic Iaetor. It is sure to remain ill
use. It is co..existe nt with human slavery. No analysis of
'the labor movement is complete where sabotage is not ec
cepted as a weapon.

J ust as sabo tage must differ in each industry HO also
must it cha nge with industrial d evelop ment. Should calli.
tali sm create an oligarchy to crush out all labor organ iea
li on the attemp t wou ld he met by destructive sabotage,
The d egree of d estru cti on would depend upon the measure
of repression.

But. should matters follow their present course, with
the poesibihl ity of th e workers gainin g an ever in creasin g
amount of ind ust r ia l control, then labor 's tactics wiH de
velop according ly, with constructi ve sabotage as the result.

XI

To every posit ive there must be a negative and in all
cases d estructi on must precede cons t ruct ion. Th erefore ,
there is no ebsnrdity in the t erm "vons tmct lve sabotage."

Sabotage may mean the direct dest ruction of property.
Again it may mean indirect destruction throu gh orgau ieed
ineffi eieney. Or Il l' an alterat ive it may pro ceed f rom a
greater decree of effic iency th an is desired by the emp loy-
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Ing class. This last L<; the point toward which .sebota ge
tends when-coupled wit h cless solidarity.

The direct de st ru ct ion of p roperty for immediate indi
vidual benefit 0 1" to ma ke a gain for a small b~UP is but
the following out of the theory of econom ic d eterminism.
As such 110 revolutionist r -an condemn it. The indirect de '
st ruet ion of property fur group ben efit may also he a elasa
weapon. It llIay he abused, but 00 may any other means of
warfare. Lik e the st ri ke, the fear of its use has as great
a power as its dire ct application . T he const ructive qua lit ies ,
in such a CIL-<;e, comes I rom its IHHHI' to solidify labor. A
consciousness of economic might springs f rom the knowledge
thus gained, that the employers have no force save that given
by the labor of the slave class.

As solida ri ty is produced there come s an add ed feelin g
of r esponsibilit y upon th e organized workers. . Gainin g more
and more th e cont rol of indust ry they reali ze th at ere lone
the management of the whole of «oeiety will rest in their
hands. Sabot age, which is sure to be used to 10ll K as u slave
c11lSR exists, will then take on a defi ni tely constructive char
ac ter.

It is already tile t re nd for sallOtu J!e to he direct ed moro
agllillsl the product th :1II th e machine. As th e idea of an
injury t o one being au injury to all s inks in more thor
oughly we shall see pt-odue-t s sa bot agr-d in a d ifferent mal l
ne r-c-eoust met i vely.

The workers are coming to see that th eir class is the
one to who m ad ult erated food, shoddy clothing lind rotten
materials 81"C sold, and by re fusing to ad ulterate products
th ey no t onl y dest roy the employers" prof its hut safeguard
their own Iivea as well . The bakers eun gain the same
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result by putting- the best of materi als in the bread an d
pastry as t hey can by inserting coal oil. The secre t r efu sal
of pavk ing hou se workers -to handl e rotten meers cert ainly
is eonstruetl ve from a class or a social viewpoint. Yet
such actions arc as f at al to the employers' p rofits as is
the d irect dest m eti on of prod uet a. In fact it does mean
th e destruct ion of alum in bake ries, of "slunk" cal ves in
pa(' ki Jl ~ houses, of "slwddy " in the woolen mill s, and the
destruction of capitalist property in profi ts.

T he muss of workers are alread y proper tyless. No tie
hinds UWIll to ou r so-called civilizat ion . Snbotaee, for p ro
tccrion as we ll Its for revenge, appeals to them. Thoy hav e
nothing to lose lind much t o gain hy it s use . Their eco,
n omic' condition ca lls for snhota ~e as a weapon against
opp ression . T his mass must he impregnated with the ideal
of wo rk ing class control of ind ustry so thei r sabotage may
take on a construct ive character. Th at ideal is alr e ady
firing' the b rains and nerving th e hands of thousands of
migrat ory workers.

Without apolceiaine for sabotage in any form, it can
he said th at constructive sabotage is destin ed to he a vital
power in the class st ru agle from now until Capitalism fa lls
and the ind ustries are ope rated by the p roducers of all
wealth,

XII
With the work ers in fu ll con t rol of ind us t ry it is ev i

den t that all ab le bod led ad ults will be required to t ake
part in the productive p rocess. Thla menus an end to
classes and c1DJ!~ rule: the disappearance of the poUtleal

. lbl' l Aud llu> r.rl')'iug UII ,,' pro<ll1rlh>1I for 116' IIl.trod 01



for p rofiL Ind ustrial brotherh ood will have ended the ter
ri ble civil war in j ndustry and sabota ge wil l n atu rally
cease whe n the reason fo r its existen ce is removed . In all
Ind ust rial Demoerecy, where the ' productiv ity of the who le
IHKly would be reflected in th e life of the individ ual and
the eeta of t he individual in turn would be a con t ri bu t ion
to all of society, it . i... inconceiva ble that sabotage would
st ill be carried on. Anr cont inuation of its lise over- all
extended period would show the necessit y f O l' an other In
d ust ri al adjustment to secure the real objects uf the revo
lution.

Should the vid or)" of th e wo rk ers II(' fo restalled hy
S tat e Socialism, or governmental ownership of ~n (t ll"t ry .

it would be a signnl for an increased use of slIhllt aj:(' on
the part of the ind us teial ists, T ile eovemuieutal lellt lel lf'y
to regard a str-ike of "t ate f'lupl (1)"('(>!t ax treason to ilt'
cu rbed II:)' court ma rt ial, would he "If't lIy a strike nil t ho
job through the med ium of sahnta j!l', ll any of the present
con gressmen heve already stated tbet they re gard the for
mation of a labor u nion a mong pos tal em ployees as illegal .
and that a st ri ke wou ld mean not hing les s than 1rt'Il SUl l

to the government . T he post al employees n eed run no
riMk of being court martialcd or even di smissed f rulll tbc
service. In mass sabotaee they han' a weapon which muy
he used in an entirely lega l h ut none the less ('HI,(,tin'

manner, They can olwy all MIles. The example was ,.dwn
by slime AlL<;trian postal wo rkers Millie two years ago, as
reported in the Sa turday Even ing Post .

In order to gain cer tain demands, without loslue thei r
jobs, the Aust ri an postal work ers stire tl y obse rv ed the
nil,; th at all mail ma tt er must he welshed to ~ if the
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pro per pos tage was affixed. [<"onnerly they had passed,
without weighing. all those letters and parc els which were
clearly under we igh t, thus li ving up tu the sp irit of the
regu lation but not to its exact wording. By taki ng each
separate piece of mail matter to t he scales, carefull)"
weighing Mille and then returning it to its proper place,
th e post al workers had th e of{i"e conges ted with unweighed
mail 011 t ill' second day. This method is more effec t ive
t han striking, especia lly when ul'it'l.1 on a large seale.

In 1!Kl!i th e rai lway workers of I taly ga ve a glHHI (')I:

ample of th e value of lega l sabotage. They simply reo
mained at thei r accustomed places and obeyed all the rul es
and regulat ions. When a pe rson " .purchased a t icket they
had to presen t the exact change . " n en they fai led tu COlli

ply, the ru le in quest ion was read to the m. The wicket
closed exac t ly on the set t ime, leaving long lines of waiting
passengers. I nside the yards the same thing was goin~

Oil. Every ea r W88 examined to make su re that it was in
good condit ion. Every nut and bolt W 8 K tested before a
car was allllwed to leave the yard. Switc hing engines
moved at the rate of speed called for in the regulations.
When th e indignant passengers t ried to leave the ea rs tb ..y
were held by the sta tion guards an d were sho wn the rul e
th at fo rbade t hem to leave. Trains were th us held f ru
hours, and fi nall y when releaAAl:l f ro m th e st ation th ey were
not allowed to run beyon d th e legal r ate of speed and all
signals were scru pul ous ly observed. The service was eom
pletely demora lized with in a short time.

So sabota ge rnaJ" be ex-ped ro not only to form an in
cl"C'asingl)' popula r weapon agains t capitalism, but also tc
he a means of hrinzlne abou t the speedy downfall of any
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governmental owne rship schemes that may be hatched for
the purpose of block ing the road to ind us t ri al f reedom.
Only wi th the gaining of industrial freedom will sabotage
stop.

XIII .

Wh en a s t r ike breaks out the employers are qu ick to
selee se me prominent f igures in the fig-ht to pl ace under
arrest on serious ch arges. This in itself ts not a l u~d thill~

for it has the immediate efrH't of solidif)'jn~ th e st r ik ers,
But when these a rres ts are mult iplied to such an extent
that special p ublicity can not he had ill eac h case, and eon
vict ion resul ts, ti le wor-kers are weak ened. T he iuceasi ng
contempt for legnl procedure will automa tically shut uff
ru nds 10 su pport such cases unless it r-an he showIt that the
propagan d a vetue fl f Hie trials is equal to the amount of
cash expended. Yet it is certa in that no orga nizati on p ro
claim inK that ' ".An inj ury tu one is an injury to nil" r-an
abandon ally of the \·ietillli ZA.'lI workers. New t lldi('s must
he employed in such eases. Sabotage is the most logical
weapon to for ce n discontinuance of the practice of arrest
ing strike leaders.

Let the ('spit alist he reasonably certain that an y at 
temp t to judi(·ially strangle the spokesmen of the workers
will be met by a prolOIlg-ffl se r- ies of mi shaps in the indus
tries, an d their ha nd"!" ill II(> stay ed. Let the depriving
of the workers of thei r libert y II(> a signa l to de pri ve th e
employe r IIf all profit s, and arrests will r-euse to mu ltiply.
Law is s thing in which the wa ge slaw s play no pa rt , but
ind ust ry is the place where the employers ar-e Impoten t
wh en the workers decid e to act. ~ 11(' same thing may _be
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applied to eases where aeth'e union men, committee memo
be rs, etc . are d ischar ged. T he employer gen erally ..tarts
his blaektist work at a l'('IlSOIl when a st ri ke is undesirable
fr om a wor-kin g class viewpo in t, an d the diseharges may
" yen be fo r th e purpos e of provok ing a premature "t rike,
Sabotage should be the a nswer to the d isru pt ive attemp ts
of the employers. T heil aea tn, there are mino r grievances
in the SllO lIS wh ich the employe r- re fuses to ad j ust an d
wh ich are scarcely se rious e-uHuA"h to warrant the ty ing up
or ind ustry. Afte-r -due no t ificat ion subotaee can Ill" em
ployed to gai n th e demands. Thi-; is Mi)seela uy true where
the whole hudJ are not (' ) IW> conscious enough to engage in
a n intermitt ent or irri ta ti on st rlke - ,

Sabotage l UI S 1){,(,1l ca lled a confession (If weakness be
ca use of its lise when It slr'ike has failed , where a st rike is
110t ad visa ble, and where the organisation is without mass
power because of bein g ill th e process of format ion. Ad·
mitting th e charge, is it not t ru e that the workers a re dill
)a rJ:e1r without eonse inusness of pcwer -f 11 would be sui.
r-ide! to aet on t111' theory tf iat 1'1:1" are today clothed wit h
the might for which we are 6t ru~J!li llJ!" Reillg weak we
I1IUst guard ocr embryontc orJ:8nizat ion, us ing every means
within our I?t:a.-;p S3\'e that of compromise with ou r ene my,
the employing r-lnss.

Another childish cha rge i" that sabota ge canno t Jl:ain
a ll)' benefit fo r th e wor -kers t hnt could nut as well he gained
11)- thorou gh Ind ustrlal organbat ion. Ca ll th e hn t tl es oi
the present he fought wit h the wea pons of th e Iu ture ? W e
a re not a rmed tod ay with thorough organbatlon, hut every
toiler in the industries has sabotage at his command, With
thoro ugh ind ustrial organizat ion there would be no wage
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S)"tilem and it is idle to suppose that ti le capitalists will
allow the workers to build a union to displace them with
out making strenuous attempts to wreck the structure.
Sabotage can be u~ a.~ a means of fightin g capitalism iu
its attempts to stop the creating of a new soc iety. The
above men tioned argu ment sounds st ra ngely like that of
th e social ist politi cian . We are t old to elec t a mayo r to pre
vent violence agairlKt Ktriking workers. Suggest ing that the
militia would be sen t if th e mayor refused t o protect prj
v'rte p roperty eccordlu g to his oath of office we are told
that th e govern or also must he elected before we
strike. When the regula r army is employed we are gravely
informed that a socialist president i.~ the necessary article
to win st rikes with. Then to cro wn it we are to ld b)' SOIne

that st rikes "ill cease when a sceiatist is president, wh ile
others maintain that the president will abolish hi!. office
and turn t he Indust ries over .0 the workers.

But strike lead ers are being jai led and active rebels
victi mised now and we must meet conditions as they exist
and not as they will be when the pres ent system it. ove r
thrown. Sabotage i s a weapon of the exist ing d ai ly corn,
bet be tween the mas ters and th e "la veN.

XIV

" Dpen Mout h " sabo tage shows the weapon in its be st
form, a form whieh allows th e 8p~" hut li ttle pla ce to ad;
which does not allow use of po liee ; wh ich st r ikes at th e
fraudulent pra ctices on which Capitalism is based.

Commerce today is founded on fraud. Cepltalism's
standard of honest y d emands that th e wa ge slave li e t o
everyone exc ept his employer. An honest buslnesa man is
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a myth and an honest clerk could not :v~1 the shoddy goods
of the merchan ts. There is not a single portion of the
commerce of the en ti re world where exact t ruthfulness
would not spell mada) ruin under p resent condi ti ons.

In the foodstuffs indust ry ope n mouth sa botage L'i
peculiarly potent. Its use will at once enlist the sup por t
of a large portion of the pu blic. It becomes one of the
highest social acts. Let the wor kers, instead of st ri kin g,
or even when on st ri ke, expose th e methods of ma nufactu re
and the boss will soo n come to ten u...

Le t the workers in the eendy faetor i($ tell of the
glucose , terra alba and other poisono us subatenccs i ll the
cand ies and the consumer becomes hostile to HIe manu
factu rer.

Le t th e cooks tell bow food is prepared for th e table :
of how foul mea ts are treated wit h chemicals tiO they may
be served : let t he d ishwash ers. waiters and othe r hotel and
restaurant wo rkers tell of conditione un der wh ieh di shl's
are "washed " an d the orders "prepared;' and th e em'
ployera will be forced into su bmission.

Let the build in g work ers make known the substitution
that invariab ly takes place in erec t ing structures by eon-
• raet,

Le t thc fi remen sp read the n ews of hoile~ in wh ich
steam is gene rated to a dangerous point in order to save
expe nses.

The factory workers ea n tell of goods piled up beyond
the fire limit T he workers engaged in the building of
bridges, d ams, reservoirs and structures of a similar nature,
(' 8 11 tell of inferio r materials used therein and of met hods
uf const ruction not ece ord lne tu spe(·ifi('Mt iu/ls. Ilft l ilJl <"i
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being the direct cau se of man y d eaths, w ork ers un t he
rail roads can te ll of faul ty engines, unsafe t restles. Ma rine
transport workers would do well t.o te ll of the insu ffi cient
number of lifeboats , of inferior be lts, and 8 0 forth, The
textile worker can t ell of the shoddy which i.. sold as
" woot."

Th e persiste nt usc of open mouth sabotage, besid e..
gaining th e d eman d s of the workers, will be more effective
in brin(!;ing about the sto ppage of ad ulterat ion of food!
than " pure foods laws " or ot her remedial legislation.

NOI' does open mouth sabotage en d there. The WGI'l-.
ern ear- ry wit h them the secret s of th e masters. Let lh~:=t

divulge these secre ts, whether t hey })(' secret methods of
manufacture that competit ors are at ri vina to learn, or ads
of repression directed against the workers . Let the masters
know that henceforth they must deal with industrial
mutiny.

Both France a nd th is country can record casos wh ere
it has been fo und exped ient to have loyal wor kers pose a s:
detecti ves so as to ferret ou t the secre ts of the mast ers"
guard ians. The famcua ease in Heise. Idah o, i<; one ex
ample ; and in near ly every greet batt le HIe wOl'ld ng class
fON'~ arc forewarn ed of softie of th e intended attacks.

Wit h this eff ect ual form of sabot aee we d o 110 t think
th at eren the reformer can qu arrel. In fact , he is a r,art)
to it a t all times and he justifies it on huma ni tarian
grounds.
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CONCLUSION
Labor produces all weW.th-all wealth belongs to labor.

w e, the wor kers, menta l and manu al, with our muscle.
mind and skil l, wrest raw materials from the hreest of
Nature and with infinite pain fash ion thcm into t he things
of social val ue. W{' are the ereators-c-to us belong th e
product s. So far f1S actua l prod uctive PT()('eAAeR ate COIl

corned we are in poS,W S,<;i OIl of industry, yet we have neither
ownership nor cont r«l because of a ll absurd belief in p rop
erty rights.

w e stand aghast at th e things of ou r own mak ing
We create property and let it master U1'>. W £' build thing
great and small and we who are greater than all stand in
nbjeet f('ar of ou r ow n creations, foolishly thinking them
to ha n" l'W:JIll C supernatura l po wer-s-some force outside
ou rselves.

ProPf'rt~; a nd precedent rule us all today ami the
p reced ent s res t , 011(> end all, upon a property basis, ThintN
of f1('sh and blood end hon e end sinew and h &.'Uc are held
cheap as ('Ompa TNI to the things of iron and stee l and
stone and brick and wood , .. P ro perty is robbery, " Mid
I' roud hon. If th i"! means that reverence for "property
r-ight s. " i"! the ha....is of all exploit at ion, th en Proud hon was
ri ght. Th e idea th at wealth is gre ate r than its creators
has ensla ved the world 's toilers .

'V t' have damn..d olll'S('h·cs because we heve thou ght
th at 11If' r ight of th e bakeshop and t he bread was greater
th an th e rizht of the working man 's empty sto mach. That
SR I Ilt> fooli'lh bel if'f has c ro wded countless thousands into
death-dealin g tenements, while 0 11 the healthy outsk irts of
t he city t here are num erous vaca nt dw ellinee. Garment
work ers arc out at th e elhews while the wa rehouse AAeh~

YJ'Oa Il beneath th eir load of clot hing. " Pro perty" is in
deed a hideous Frn nkensteln which will des t roy \l.<t unless
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we are fi rst able to destroy th e sanct ity with which it is
surround ed .

Sabot age iN discredited by those who believe in prop
ei-ty rights. I t iN the weapon of those who no longer rev- .
e rence th e thlu g thut fetters th em. Its edvocecy and use
help to destroy th e " property illusion. " The parasites,
who hav e p roperty, oppose sa botage, while the producers,
who have poverty, are commenci ng to wield th at potent
weapon.

18 the machine more than Its makers ' Sabotage says
" XII!"

Is th e product greater th an producers ? Sa botage
sa ys "No l"

. Sabotage ptcces human life---a.nd especiaJly the life of
the only useful class-higher than all else in the UDiverse.

Will you keep private property and public poverty,
master class morals and working class misery, capitalism
end crime-or will y nu arise in you r outraged ma nhood
and take a stand for sabotage, solidarity and a new social
ord er in whic h th ere will be neither master nor slave t
For sabotage or for slavery? Which?

-FINIll-

Glen Ellen, Sonoma Co., Cal .,
Dec. 5, 1913.

Dear Comrade Smith:-

J URt a lin e to tell you tha t I have finished r ending
your pamph let SABOTAGE. I do not find a point in it on
which I" d isa gree with you. It strik es me -as a st raight
f rom-t he-shoulder, clear, convinci ng, r evolutionary statemen t
of the meaning and significance of sabotage.

Yours for the Revolu tion,

J ACK LONDON.
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