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Foreword
By F . W. GALBRAITH , J R.,

National Commander, The Ame r ican Legion

The name "Cent ralia" has been emblazoned in letters of blood
before t he Ameri can people. And this fact is of particular s ign i
ft cance to us of the American Legion, because it is with the blood
of martyrs that it was written there--the blood of four murdered
comrades, st r icken down unawares b)' the cowa rdly hand of
anarchy.

It is fitting that the details of this shocking crime against
the Republic should be set forth aeeurately and fa irl)' and 80

preserved that al l rna)" read ; and that the vivid lesson Centralia
holds rna)" strike home to every America n heart.

You will read with horror and amazement this tale of peace
Cui paraders shot down by organized and vicious exponents of
la wlessness, You will read with pride how Legion men curbed
their natural human Impulses of reve-nge and waite-d on law to
take- its course against the- cri minals.

That the Legion must always do. J. W. W.-ism, radicalism,
and all other isms which seek to over th row our government
deserve no quarter from the Amer ican Legion and should
rece ive none, But let us always proceed fai r ly an d in accordance
with the forms of government un der which this nation has
grown great, and wh ich we are sworn under all etrcumstances
to protect.

Centra lia will serve to keep al ive a SCMC of the danger
t hat is 'lith us. And thus will be fost ered, J hope, a keener
sense of obligation to the l1ag. I commend the story of Cent ralia
to all Amer icans.



Introduction
By MAJ OR GENERA L LEONARD WOOD, U . S . A.

Th e Government of the United States is one of Law and not
of Men, and must ever remain so if the Republic is to be mai n
tained. Respect for t he La w, (or the constituted authorit ies, for
the r ights of property and the rights of others lies a t the very
foundati on of our na ti onal str ucture, as does the obligat ion to
serve the country in peace and to defend it in war. This obliga
tion rests equally upon all.

I! men are dissa tisfied with the law or its application the
Consti tution provides in t he Ballot , the means to make changes
and correct abuses, and i t is upon this t hat we must depend
if we are to have a soun d and orderly government and maintain
t hose principles for which an d on which our Government stands.

There is no force in the country wh ich stands mor e st rongly
for these basic pr inciples t han does the American Legion. Its
membership is made up of the bes t type American,- the man
who has offer ed everything in the service of his country in time
of war and whose acti ons in time of peace embody r espect for
Law and t he constitu ted aut horities.

The America n Legion has adopted a constitution which
breathes patriotism an d good citizenship, re spect for Law and
obligation for service in peace an d war to the limit of our physical
an d mental ability. The Legion stands squarely against those
elements which are t r;ring to break down our form of govern
ment , forces which stop at nothing to accomplish their purpose,
menacing all who stand in their way , int imidati ng and often ter
roriz ing ti mid officials. These enemies of gover nment are dan
serous only because of our own indifference. The forces of
disorder are comparat ively small in numbers. Tbey are effec
t ive and dangerous in part because of t heir organization and
intensity of purpose but pri ncipally because of the indifference of
that grea t. sane, sound mass of t he Amer ican people who only
wake up to take drast ic action when conditions become absolutely
intolerable, and then go to sleep again. We want t hat con
stant interest which acts as a preventa t ive. E ternal vigilance
is the pr ice of Liberty.

we Amer icans mus t be more keenly alive to the danger of
failing to discharge our ci tizenship obligations in peace as well
as in war ,

If the san e, sound public opinion of the country will only
arouse itself sufficiently to act, t hese lawless organizations wh ich



are st r iving to overthrow government through discredi ting the
Courts, through terror ism, through creating lack of confidence
in our form of government a nd those dangerous politica l elements
wh ich st r ive to and often succeed in setting aside the will of the
people, thu s destroying confidence in the Ballot , will disappear
like snow before the sun.

Gover nment under our Constitutional Democrney can on ly
attain a full measure of efficiency when th e citizens discharge
the obligations of citizenship in Peace and Wa r .

Tha t experience and training in the Army makes fo r good
citizenship, respect for La w and Order, was clearly demonstrated
by the action of the Amer ican Leg ionna ires on the occasion of
the murder ous attack by a band of cowa rdly assassins represent
ing the Red clement, upon t he fir st Armistice Day Parade at
Centralia , Washington.

T her e is no finer illust ration of self-cont rol a nd respect for
law than was g iven by these ex-soldiers, men who had served
the country devotedly a nd fearlessly at home and abroad, and
who were assembled to celebrate the tirst anniver sary of the sign
ing of the Armist ice. They wore the unifonn of many fight
ing div isions, organizations which had been overseas a nd of less
fortunate orga nizat ions wh ich served in the homela nd. Their
pu rpose was a purely patriotic one. They ha d the fo rce a nd the
power to destroy those who murdered their fellows, but ins tead of
taking the law into their own hands and meting out summary
vengeance on th e spot the)' were t he principal force in the cap
ture and a r rest of the mu rdere rs lind turned them over to the
Cou r ts fo r trial.

Never was there a more unprovoked a nd cowardly a t tack than
this, and it required the highest deg-ree of self- restraint and
the highest respect for Law a nd Order on t he part of the Legion.
naires to tu rn these wilfu ll assassins, who were caught red
ha nded, over to the Courts for a n orderly and fair tr ia l.

The Les-ion men did we ll to do as they d id. T he)' ran true
to form. They stood for the law. T hey showed conclusively
that the country can have absol ute confidence in them as a great
force for na t ional sta bility , for the maintenance of Law fo r the
upholding of ou r Constitution an r institutions. T he story
of the t ria l br ings out clear ly t c racter of the assassins and
their ha t red of any force whi stands fo r Law and Order, for
government under the Con. tutlon, for America First. The

Ame rican Legion stands fo all~:.<~~~
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CENTRA LIA-TRAGEDY AND TRIA L

Brief Outl ine of Centralia's Tragedy

7

ON NOVEMBER 11 , 1919, an Armistice Day parade WM held
in Centralia, Wa8hington.

CENTRALIA haB a population of approximately 10,000. The
principal street, Tower Avenue, TU'IUI north and Bouth, and
most ('f the business houses are on this street.

THE I. Jr. W. HA LL WM situa ted on Tower At'enue, between
2nd and 3rd Streets. It w a;<; rented by the 1. W. W.'s curly
in September, 1919.

GRA/I.'T HODGE POST of the A merican Legion of Centraha,
about four weeks prior to Armist ice Day, decided to hvld a
parade in celebration of the signing of the Arm iaic e, and
im:ited aU ex..sert·ice men, 1t,hether Legionnaires or not. tu
march with them. The Loren Fiscus Post of Chehalis, four
1niles dis tant , dRcided to march in the parade as a unit .

THE PARADE began at 2 o'clock , was IIcheduled to march nr>rth
on Tower A r enue to 3rd Street , eounter-mareh, going south
on Tt noer A 1'enue to Main Street, pass the re'viewing stand
and assemble in the auditorium f or patr iotic addresses,

DR. DA VI D LrVINGSTONE, mounted, was Marshal of the par
ade. A ll the er-eerrice men in the parade were in uniform and
unarmed. The follOWing units participated in the order
named ; Elk's band; Eo!! Scout s; Canad ian l'eterans ; Ee
Sailon~ of the War ; Chehalis Lodge of Elks ; Centralia
Lod,fle of Elks ; Chehalis Post of the A merican Legion, led
bll J. E , Mllrray; Centraliao Post of the AmN ican Legion,
led by Warren O. Grimm ; Re d Cro,~1: nurses in automobiles.

THE EX·SERVICE MEN were f ormed info platoon9 of eight
or nin e men, each led by a platoon commander. In making
the turn at 3rd Street to counter-march, the parading
soldiers had not kept their proper diMances, and when the
head of the Centralia coniincent had reached the tntereec
tion. of znd S treet and Tower A1'e1We, the command "Hal t,
Clofle Up" was gi1'en fly the commander , Warren O. Grimm.
Frank Van Gilder, commanding the firs t platoon 'Was stand
ing at Grimm's side. Some of the platoon8 were closing up,
other8 were marking time, and some had halte d. When the
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Centralia t ()7Ititlgent had pmd imlly closed ill! ranke to th e
Tn-oper disUUl('f'$, and V'(UI ready to mot'e-

A SI10T WAS FlR f.'D from the J. W. W. hall. A mom ent laler ,
t ll' f' more 11!fl'C fired front the same plac e. Ta l..en by 81/1'·

111'Ule, and 1/01 ulIlkrl!/andillfl th e meani?l!} 0/ the 81w!8 (1m'
" HIM of the ee-eerviee mell did 1wt eve n. b IOI/' of the exist.
enre of an I . n', W. hall in CCJlt ral ia) , ti,e parade broke
format ion. Some sought ro'l:er dO ll'll t he lride-ll frcets or in
the store entranct1l. otllers run tOicard.s the I. lr. Ir. hall
from x'hich the 811Ms had cotne,

TIlE S CA ME A I'OLLEY of 8110ts f rom tile 1/011, and II { usi/ade
f rom the upJWr rooms of buildit/os on all , icUil of the pa rade ,
the A nlold 1/otel, the Aralon }{(Jtel . and from Sem i1UJT!l Hill
- 0 r Qll tage poirl! a quarter-mile distant lI 'likh c07lllluml!cd
til e Iflree t i nt ers er t i on all d tile f rQll t and north of the 1. 11'.
Jr. halL The partute of Wll al'1ll rd er -se-rrce mrn had !Jeen
aml!Ul'hed, cauf/hl in a pocket, stemtere of the 1. W. lV.
hnd taken thei r posit ions in pm 's /lallce (Jf an agr eement nml
understanding t o shoot 1fllen tli e SiglU« It 'as gi1.'ClI from the
I . W. W. hall.

WA RREll,' O. GR IMM 1t"M 1IIMtally u'ouflded llJI he IJtood at tAe
lmid of the IJ(lrode at tire interllution of 2111i S t l'eet and
TOleer A re lw e. l i e was IJhot by tJ 38-55 lI'iltches fer rif le
fired f rom the A I'alon Hotel, He l('a3 Mil itoted in to all autfr
mobile and taken to a hotlpital where he died an hOllr later.

ARTllDR McELFRES H U'Oll ill.f<talltly killed as he r an Ql'TOsB

Towr r An'nue t o Ilcek corer, lie It'a.s h it ill the l i fad bu a
lHIUrl firell /1 '0111 a 22 ltiy h-pl!lf"er Sm"age rif le by LcTCn
Uobn ·t s f roTl! Semin flry H ill. aile of the Hn l Cronn 11111'ncn
Ilr (l1'('1I the ,~Jw tll fl il d 1I 1II'1';ell U1'CI' t o him , /nl/ [onml him
alHady dead .

REf'; CASSA GRANDA /l'lU> slw t 1I(J II'ft as he ran weet 011 2l1/1
Stl'f'f' t. Il e 11'OS Blwt by stmle member of ti,e I. Jr. W . II'Ao
r ail Oll t of the rmT "of the hall and dO/en the alley to 2nd
StrICt. CfUsagra llf la lrfU' toke,. to the lunrpital v-here he
dilll a f ele hOIl1'" loter.

EAR L WA TTS 1f'0$ shot dm NI withrn a fMr feet of Irlf M "e Ca-llsa
grallda f ell. Watt~ It'a:< shot til,.. the lxxI" . 'nlf '-eronred.

E u GENE PFITZ ER It'fUII !lAot ill the left arm 11'hi le he t ('Cl$ i n
f r lmt of the I . Jr. 11'. hll U. T ire " hot If 'ILS fired from the hall,
but the 'lI' o l( lI d ICIl8 not seri OUll.
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BERNARD EUBANKS U'aB shot in the lef t leg as he was stand
ing 0 11 the curb jWJt north of 2nd Street.

DALE HUBBARD was kiUed in the pursuit of Wesley Everest ,
the rin gleader of the I. W. W. cons piraWr8. Everest ran
Qut 01 the rear of the hall, around buildings, over fence s,
hotly pursued by eX-8ervice. men. He would empty hw gun
at his pursuers, and Tr · laad as he ran. He evidlmtly WIUI
attempting to get into the wooce which ski rt the Skoo kum
chuck Ri'!,'er, about Q7Itl mile distant from the I. W. lV. halt.
In the chase he wounded Alva Coleman, shooting him in the
leg. Goleman had a revotee- obtaifled fro m the occupant
of a house alO1lg the lim of chase. He gat'e it to Dale Hub
bard us he passed him. Hubbard outstripped his comrades
in the chau , being a powerful athlete.

WHEN EVEREST rc(Uhed the Skooku'fYt{;huck Hit'er, he attempt
ed to ford it, but, the water being too deep, he turned btuk
and retraced his steps. When he retuhed the edge of the
wood, he was met by Dale Hubbard who jllm ped out fr om
behind a stump and ordered him to put down his gun. In
answer, Everest opened: fire and Hubbard went down. Bver
cst then emptied his gun into Hubbard's -proetrate body,
before he ioae 01'erw helmed by other er ..serv ice men. Hub
bard died shortly after.

THE I. W. W. CO.II,'S PIRATORS were captured in the following
way. Britt Smith and Bert Faulkner were captured in the
I . W. W. lwll. Ray Be cker, Mike Sheehan, James Mci nerney,
and Tom Morgan were captUl'ed in the icc-box at the rear
of the I. W. W. hall. John Lamb and O. C. Bland, who fired
from the Arnold Hotel, were captured at their homes by
cit izens and cit'it authori ties . Of the three who fired from
Seminary HiU, Loren R oberts gau him8elf up uco !fuys later,
Bert Bland was captured a week later 1/£ar lmlependeme by
deput y sheriffs, and Ole Hanson- 1fa..~ nerer apprehended.
Eugene Barnett , who fired from the Am w n Hotel, was taken
by a posse at his home, two daus aft er the shooting. Jack
Davis, who was with him in the At'ulon, has nerer been
taken. Elmer Smith, Centralia I. lV. W. attorney, '/I'tV!

arreste d in his office immediately after the shooting . All
WC1'e cha1'ged with the crime of first degree mll1'der except
Elmer Smith who was charged with being an acceeeoru.



Where the Trial w» Held
O ra)'8 lIaroo' Cou~". COUCtllOU. C, a t Mont....no. W asM n", on , Due t o t h e

Int e na e fe<>lIn " natu'all )' .. laUng 10 L(,w ' . County (In "'lokI. C.n,raUa Is .I tuate d )

followIng the flrlo", f,<>m ambu.h inlo an u na r m «l Le"I"o, ci v ilia n. and R e d C r n••

par a d e, 'h e Judge granted a chang e of VenUe to OraH Harbor Co u nt y . Mo nt es ano.

t h e cou nt y ."", . baB a populatlon of only 2.oM. a o d It. ' aell itle . for h80,lIil'"

t h. crowd M ."'-cTal h un d , ,,<! wltn...... a nd alM itional h uoMed . of lotero" ted

. "".ta'OT" " 'ere n at u rally load.., " al.. H o t" h, h el n" <,v,,'crowded , t h e la,,,. room s

o f the ell ,- Hall w e r e pr.....d 1nlo ... rvice. privat e cltlZ<'oa op<n e d tl,.'r hom • •

f or t h e , 'ls l'or • . a nd, (or t he ox_.erv lce men In a U e nd a nc e . th. oVp.' floor. of

" a r ,.." eo. wer e fiu f'd Into ba rracks . "ille n Ih e re'lItauran.. wa ,e ''''~rcro''·ded . m e.B

hall . ... er~ p r o,,!Md b y 'h~ ex · "'rv!oe men ,

I n•• ' .. : Right. W. H. At"' l. P r o. e ou Un g Attorne v fOr G rav . Ha,b'" County;

L e f t . H.'man .\ lI e n. Pro"~c u tln g A ttorn ey f or L e w l. Co un t y . Th• • • t w o. wit h

lOp",,!a ! J'r" ",,,c uto ' C. l ) , Cu nn in g h a m o f C en tralia. "er e ' h e "Bit: Three"' r~p,e·

• • n tlng 110••'a'•.



Centralia-··Tragedy and Trial

GREAT many folk are Coryetting the .....a r. With
Gennany defeated the)" no longer have selfish cause to
calculate what price Amer ica might have paid had the
ti de of battle been unturned. And, quite as casually,
they are prone to shelve with liberty loans and Red
Cross crusades all recollection of those va liant a nd hig h
hearted boys who crossed the submar ine lanes to fight

and suffer- and die gloriously in France--that certain American
ideals and institutions might remain intact for the salvat ion
of the world.

To the Amer ican who does remember, and who most for
t unately constitutes the majcr'ity, the perils of the present are
not less t ha n those of the past-and are trebly hazaroOU8 In
that they besiege U8 at home. For he h.a.s _0. amid the dis
or der that rides in the wake of the world conftict, certain ele
menu as utterly foreign as Prusslanlsm gather to the a ttack
on the f ree institutions of his land. Sp urred forward by ali en
radicals, who seek to &e\·er the bonds of nationalism and estab
Iish soviet rule in the United Sta tes, the wild horses of unrest
threaten to trample their way through law and order toward the
chimera of revoluti on and the overthrow of a government that
is democratic in the fullest degree, and wh ich today represents
the complete expr ession of personal liberty, power of the pop ular
voice, and human freedom.

It is the common-sense of the average citizen wh ich will
defeat the purpose of the radical- for here in Ameri ca is no
dream of actual brotherhood, but the fact itself . And the
land of Washington and Lincoln needs no tutors r isen f rom
unhappy Europe to teach it a new doctr tne of democracy, no
prophets of revclutlon to point toward a halcyon day when,
after such ruin 1.8 Ru sale knows, America shall be prh 'i1eged
to attempt another social and industrial disorder. Near at
hand, whenever we choose, and when occasion requi res, is the
weepcn of revolut jcn more effectual than ri fle and bomb--the
ballot , There are t imes when we take it up, as for a righteous
eeuee. and correct summaril)' such evils as rna}' han fastened
themselves upon the body of the land. It is t r ied and suffici ent,

Far different is the r evolutionary concept of the soviet, of
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the communist, of the I. W. W.---of all t he kindred clans that
seek chaotic disr uption. To tbem the economic contest resolves
itself into "the class wa r," calling for measures as keen an d san
guinary as ever the barricades of Paris saw when tyranny de
parted f rom France, as ever Russia beheld when her bewildered
peasantr y kindled to the flame of r evolt and obliterated the
house of Romanoff. To those who love their homeland. let this
be said : In the mutterings of the alien radical and the fatuo us
t hrong who follow him, bides a danger that is real, lurid with
death and devastation, having for its sole obj ect the attain
ment of Am erican destruction by whatsoever means.

A Couplet of Soviet Sign.

Permitting no soft words to cozen him. no specious argu
ment to distract his logic, the genuine American may turn for
examples of the revoluti onary pu rpose to two ill-timed but
viciously sincere expresaions of direct action in radicalism. Both
were of recent date and neither should fade f rom his memory.
They were the Seattle general st ri ke. so-called, and the Armis
tice Day assassinations at Centralia. Washington. The one,
under the guise of attaining an industrial objective, t hrot tled a
great city in the attempt to inaugura te th e first instance of corn
munistic municipal control in the Un ited States ; the other ,
fruitage of the despe rate seeds of class hatred as sown by the
I. \V. 'V.• comprised an ambuscade of parading American veterans
in uniform and took fou r youthful, loyal lives as its toll. Of
both these manifesta tions the revolut ionary orator and the
r adical press have fashioned a propaganda of falsehood and
r enewed intrigue-c-pillng- lie upon lie until Munchausen himself
has been brought to en vy and Judas an d Arnold out shone as
traito rs.

The Seattle r evoluti on was a flare-back, react ing upon the
evil purposes tha t conceived it. w tth it we are no longer con
cerned- save to remember and hold its lesson fast for futu re
guidance. But of t he Centralia mu rders, and the t ri al of the
assassins, so multitudinous and preval ent are the falsehoods
of the red propagandist that citizens are yet within th e danger
zone of conver sion to opinions unrelated to the facts and dis
creditable to thei r citizenship.

I. W. W. Murderers on TrW

It is for the purpose of portraying, clea rly, in conformity
with the records, the Centralia t ragedy and ensuing events, that
herewith is un dertaken a comprehensive review of the trial at
Montesano, Washington. It was t here that ten members of the
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CENTRALIA-TRAGEDY AND TRIAL

I. W. W., together with the
renegade legal adviser who
counseled their crime, were ar
r aigned for the murder of Lieu
tenant Warren O. Grimm, one
of the four victims in the Ar.
mreuce Day attack, and were
found guilt)· of naught eave
murder in the second degr('e,
or were f reed.

"A cowardly verdict," was
t he consensus of legal and pu b
lic opinion when that verdict
was returned - unsatisfactory
alike both to prosecution and
defense, and eloquent of the
fear-haunted minds that eon
eelved it. For hut few of those
who hea rd the evidence and fcl
lowed the course of the trial
hold other belie! than that the
j urors cowered beneath dread of
the vengeance of the I. W. W..
and returned a finding through
wh ich the)' hoped to escape both
the retaliation of the reds and
the too scat hing censure of an
outraged ci tizenry.

In the abstract it matters
little that J udge J ohn M. Wilson.
pres iding. gave to the seven convicted murderers one of the
sternest sentences possible under second degree conviction. de
creei ns terms of twenty-five to fort)· years in the penitentiary
though his determined and courageous action must rece ive the
endorsement and eommenda tlon of all rjght-thtnking members of
society. This terrible t ruth remains-c-that the essessinat jon
of American veterans of the world war , the needless blot ting
out of tlves once f reely offered on the nation's battle fields. was
held by a jury of t heir fell ow citizens to be one of the lighter .
tesser forms of mu rder .

Cenb1tlla'. Ghutly HoIid. y

The story of Cen tralia's tragic holiday has been told repeat-
edly-but men forget. They forget that on the holiday st reets
of Lewis county'a little metropolis, on the afternoon of Armistice
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Day, November 11, 1919, while members of the American Legion
laughed and jested, in par ade line, the zestful autumn air sud
denly was rife with whistli ng lead. Back from France and
Siberia they were, those boys, with the fancy in thei r hearts that
peril was past. Yet four of them died on the streets of their
own home town, while others, who had gone scathlesa through
the fields of Flanders, and the deadly oaken thickets of the
Argonne, felt the stab of wounds or saw thei r comrades stagger
to the impact of hostile bullets.

The shots that broke that parade formation, that plunged
spitefully through the throngs of women and children on the
gala streets, came from the haggard windows of the I. W. W.
hall, on Centralia's main thoroughfare , Tower Avenue, from the
blistered old r ooming houses that flanked the avenue, and f rom
the distant vantage point of Seminary Hill. As each hidden
rifle cracked it 'spoke the welcome of radicalism to men who
had returned f rom peril overseas.

The dead were Warren O. Grimm, favori te lion of Centralia,
Arthur l\IcE lfresh, Ernest Dale Hubbard and Ben Cassagranda
sla in in the same uniform the>' wore when America called
them home again. Through their deaths, as by a renewed votive
offer ing, thei r country was privileged to see how sharp t he
fangs of discord are, how ruthless and how terrible are the
eventual st rokes of the red adder of radicalism. America
sensed the horror of that illustrat ion- but Centralia, above the
bodies of her sons, vowed vengeance. Are you among the
critical? Had you been in Centralia that day yours would have
been the first among the voices lifted for retributi ve j ustice.

Red-handed they took them, the men who had compassed t his
thing-took them with rifles and pistols yet hot from the dis
charge, eyeballs yet dila ted by the zest of killing. In the
turmoil of Centralia's st reets, through the ramshackle warrens
of the I. W. W. hall and the ragged old rooming houses, in
the timbered wilderness of Lewis County, citizens and Legion
naires sought out the murderers and brought them back to trial.
Dale Hubbard, Legionnaire, took his death wound as he closed
to the capture of Wesley Everest, fleeing gunman. F ighti ng
desperately, and fir ing to the last, Everest pistoled Hubbard an
instant before other ex-service men had made the capture; and
shot him twice after he had fallen to the ground.

How One --Gunman Died

Everest died that night. From among his fellow prisoners
in Centralia jail, when the lights of the city were tu rned out,
unknown avengers took him forth to the outskir ts of the town
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and hanged him from a ri ver
bridge, sending a rifle bulIet
through his dangling body. The
lyn ching of Everest was an un
lawful er ror. Not only did it
afford addit ional propaganda
for the radicals, but-and in
this was the greater harm-c-It
r emoved from trial one of the
r ingleaders of the Centralia
reds, against whom evidence
was damningly complete and
conclusive. In cartoon the lynch
ed "wobbly" has been depicted
as an ex-service man, executed
by his "buddies." He wore the
uniform by compulsion, after
nimble draft dodging, as the
records attest-and died the vio
lent death of one who preached
and advocated violence.

This, and this only may be said
of the I. W. W. who participa t
ed in the Centralia Armistice
Day attack: They be/iet'cd their
hall was to be rai ded du ring the
progress of the parade. Misled
by thei r renegade counsel-nnw
the feted darling of the reds
though under indictment for
the murder of Arthur McElfresh-the~· planned and prepared
the ambuscade. But in all the course of the long bitterly con
tested trial which ensued there was adduced no evidence, of con
clusive or admissable nature, that such a ra id was to be held,
and none that should have warr anted the jUIJ· in conclud ing that
the I. W, W. ha ll was attacked by the paraders before t he fuasil
lack opened. The record will speak for it;;elf, and in proper
sequence this review will treat of the testimony.

These were t he men who were brought to trial for the mur
der of Warren O. Grimm - the prosecution center ing its
efforts upon the evidence directly relating to the murder of the
ex-lieutenant who led the Centralia conting-ent of the American
Legion in the Armistice Day parade: Elmer Smith, radical a t
torney, charged with equal guilt as an accessory; Britt Smith,
secretary of the Centralia I. W. W., Ray Becker, Bert Faulkner,
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J ames Mc:In~rney, Bert Bland.
Mike Sheehan, Eugene Barnett.
Loren Roberts. J ohn Lamb, and
O. C. (Commodore) Bland. or
the eleven original defenda nts,
the charge against Bert Faulk.
ner was dism issed b)' the court
at the conclusion of the state's
case midway in the tr ial,
while Elm er Smith and Mike
Sheehan were freed by the final
ver dict, to be re-arrested im
mediately for the murder of Ar
thur McElfresh. The remain
ing seven were ecnvleted of
murder in the eeecnd degree.

Opening cl the MOIllnano TrW

The Centralia Annistice Day
murder case, after change of
venue from Lewis count)' , open
ed in Montesano. county seat of
Gra)"s Har bor Count}" Washing
ton, on .January 26, 1920, with
the examination of veniremen
as prospective j ur ors, Eleven
days were consumed in the se
lection of the j ury, comprising
twelve members of the regular

pan el and two alter nates, and ap proximately one hundred tales
men had been inte rrogated before the tr ial was read)' to proceed,

JI.lU.& .~JI
tI yean o .d- "' " .... _ '·"h· ,. or

W aahl n lfl oro r II....... 1I ~ d ...
• Ioe~"" and "" In Fn..c. ..llb ....
"""""',.,. E n ool" _ .... A . p "'nd ld . th·
1ft... DaJ<o H " bbar<l .... IO Pro...r ~ ,. """",
. a.d<"a I .. ' h .. pu....ll o r w 1<"7 1: , .......,.
... ho load ' " .. an" lin n" .. h .. flI n.
Eve 11... 11 ,. .... ...e'". ,,, ,..,<11 . nd
. ho ' H~~bard . , • dl"lan~ of on l ,. •
r ....· r .... . . " e1 t h.. " aho t him t ...k .. mor"
... b e lay h.. lp . .... Il ~~ba.d left .
bel el. or onl)' .. ", nn . h.

In the middle of the trial one of the juror s became so ill
that his place was taken b)' an alte rnate,

Appea ri nsr a8 leading counsel for the prosecution were C. D.
Cunningham, of Centralia. Washingt on, assistant prosecutor
for Lewis count)' ; W, H. Abel, of Montesano, WJUlhington, 1l8Sig..
tant prosecutcr ; and Herman Allen, prosecuting at torney of
Lewis eountj-. For the defense appeared George F. Vender
veer, wi&cl,r known aa a defender in cases where radicals neve
come to trial and reputed to be held in $50,000 annual reta ine r
to the national organization of I. W. W.• as ch ief legal adviser,
Additi onal members of the lega l staff of the prosecu tion were
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F rank P. Christensen , assistant
attorney general of washlngton ;
J ohn Dunbar, assistant in the
office of the attorney general ,
and J. H. J ahnke, of Centrali a.

E very phase of the case was
fraught with the elements of
drama. A courtroom dotted
with the uniforms of men who
fought overseas. A r ow of
silent prisoners on a single oak,
en bench. J udge Wilson in black
silken robes, gravely moody,
speaking his rulings, with the
deliberation of finality. Every
seating space held by an cccu
pant. Deputy sheriffs, young
chaps, sea ted near the accused,
with a bulge a t their hips and
the gleam of brass cartridge
cases at their waists.

And against this setting the
verbal fencing of the attorneys
-c-Vanderveer, cynical, persua
sive, tense, wi th a smile that
turned at times to comradeship
and again to a fighting sneer ;
Abel, suave, dign ified, gifted
with qu iet sar casm, master of
the law, slow of speech and
quick of thought ; Cunningham, contemp lative, with incisive
fl ashes of speech, excelling in argument, r esourceful, square
chinned, gr im-mouthed at ti mes, with a pleasa nt voice that
could tum on the instant to the slit her of steel.

Prosecutor Allen', Opening Statement

The choosing of the j ury, to which was en tr usted the decl
sion in a case of utmost impor tance not only to Americans, but to
the des jgna of the revolutionists, may well be said to have illus
t rated the chief weakness of the existing system of j ury selection
- in that examinations of so r igid and searching a character
automat ically dispose of all save such as conress to no opinion
wh atsoever, and who maintain this pitiful protestation, or who
by successful knavery are enabled to win their way through
utter falsehood to seats on the panel. It is an open secret that
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the Montesano jUl')' harbored not Je88 than two avowed reds,
while another of the twelve was of sympathetic trend toward the
doctrines of unrest.

Moreover, lUI the press of evidence and the instruction of
the court al the conclusion of t he trial left no pceaible verdicts
save acquittal or conviction in the first degree-the j urors are
open to the cha fK\' of false stewar dship in their return of eeccnd
degree murder. And not one of them, in the exemlnattons, but
had declared lack of real objection to the infliction of the death
penal ty in proper cases. In Washington. it should be under
stood, the ext reme retr ibutive f unction rests with the j ury and
not the court.

A so-called labor ..io1)·", entirely unoffic ia l, a lso sa t at the
tria l, in seats reserved for its members, delegated to attend from
various labor counci ls of Washington and Oregon. One of the
"jurors" was to admit, on the s tand, tha t his "dis interested" a tti
tude had not prevented him from hu nting witnesses for the
defense. The majori ty of the "jury" did not consider it wort h
their whi le to arri \'e in Montesano until the defense had opened
iu case. In every instance tbese men were the represen ta tives
of the most drallticall)" radical element of organized labor , The
verdict of exoneration later returned by the " labor jurors" .....as
wooll)" in keeping with the intent which dispatched them to
the Gra)"1I Harbor capital.

P.oseculor Allen' , Opening Statemenl

In a crowded cour t room, spri nkled with the uniforms of the
ex-service men attending the trial, and with a plentiful r epre
sente t tcn f rom the radical labor element, the case opened on
Febr uary 7 wben Prosecut ing Attorney Allen delivered the
opening statement for the s ta te. Charging the eleven defen dants
with vicious an d premeditated mu rder. the prosecutor outlined
the st ruct ure of the state's case, delin eating the role of each of
the accu sed in the Centra lia t ragedy,

Vanderveer , caustic counsel for the defendants, interrupted
to inquire whether the prosec ution would "stand or fall" upon
the contention that no at tack was made upon the I" w. W, hall
before the firing began. precipita t ing b)" this inquiry the first
skirm ish of t he many that were to follow"

"Our posltjon is that the boys were standing in the st reet
in militaryo formation," replied Prosecutor Allen, "under the
charge of thei r commander, paying close attention to him when
he ga ve the command to hal t and close up ranks, and that they
were marking ti me when they were fired upon."
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" In other words: ' pu rsued
Vanderveer, " it is equivalent to
a statement that there was no
attack on the hall , and the doors
were not smashed in before
t here was any shooting, and
you will be j udged by it here
after ?"

"We su rely will" flashed Abel,
rising to his feet.

The opening statement of the
prosecution placed the head of
the Centralia contingent almost
at the intersecti on of Tower
Avenue and Second Street, two
hundred feet south of the I , w.
W. ball, where it r ested when
the attack began.

"It was while the men were
in this pos it ion," said the pros
ecutor . "that they were fired up
on. Four or five shots rang out.
Th ere was a distinct pause of
a few seconds. The boys began
to break r anks and seek shel
ter. When the ranks broke and
the boys began scattering, sev
eral voJleys came from the I.
W. W. hall. A grea t number of shots were fired, rangi ng f rom
50 to 150.

"The evidence will show that all the defendants part icipated
in a conspiracy to kill ex-service men; that while some of them
did not actually shoot and kill, they were present, a iding, abetting
and encouraging; and that all the defendants were present with
the exception of Elmer Smith, their lawyer, who, though not
present, did advise, encour age, counsel and abet the defendants
in their unlawful conspiracy which resulted in murder."

In outlining it s case the state did not resort to forensics
contenting itself with a calmly dispassionate statement of the
evidence and testimony in prospect. It was asser ted that the
prosecution wou ld show-as it did- tha t plans for the ambuscade
were perfected some days prior to the parade, that the defen
dants were cognizant of such plans, and that Elmer Smit h, as
their legal adviser , consulted with them regarding their prepared
ness on the day of t he parade. The r ecor ds of the trial will
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demonstrate that the state kept
its promise almost to the letter
- to be partially chea ted by a
verdict utterly unanticipated.

Vanderveer'. Prorniae
As for the defense, request ing

leave to make its opening sta te
ment in immedia te succession
to that of the state, Vanderveer
pledged himself and his wit
nessea to proof which never wa s
achieved. He declared that the
men on trial would be known,
withi n a decade, as "t rue Am
ericans." Later his cla ims r e
garding the st rategy of the reds
were to retur n and plague him,
as when the state proved be
yond dispute tha t shots were
fired from the Avalon Hotel-a
eha rge which Vanderveer denied
categor ically in his opening
statement. This charge he was
to admit, as he was to admit
others, when the st ructure of
the defense crumbled before the
state's un impeachable witnesses.

The plea wall self-defense.
Upon the assertion tha t the I.
W. w.ts fired only in protection

of their hall , and that their a rmed preparation was made at
the rumor of an impending raid, the defen dants and their coun
sel staked the wager of f reedom or punishment .

Almost upon the echo of his asser-t ions , the I. W, \V, counsel,
who maint a ined that the I , W. W. hall a lone was defended, that
it was in a sta le of siege, and tha t no shots wer e fi red f rom
ambush elsewhere, was buffeted by the testimony of Edward C,
Dohm, sta te field engineer of Washington, a member of General
Pershing's overseas staff.

One of the first witnesses summoned by the sta te, Mr. Dohm
testified that he had exam ined bullet mar ks in buil dings adjoin
ing the L W. W. hall , on the west side of Tower Avenue, and
that the angle of their entr ance proved conclu sively that they
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had been tired from three points
- the Avalon Hotel, the Arnold
Hotel and Seminary Hill.

" Do you contend," queried
Vanderveer, " that you can es
tablish t he degree of incidence of
bullets t hat came from the hill,
within four or five degrees?"

"I can," was the reply. "with
in one or two degrees."

Simila r was the testimony of
Sidney Gallagher, city engineer
of Centralia, who test ified con
vincingly that bullet holes on
the opposi te side of the st reet
pointed, with scientific infalli
biltty, to the upper windows of
the Avalon Hotel, whence the
defense had declared no shots
were fired.

At the outset of its testimony
the prosecution had demolished
two main and important con
tentions of t he defen se-name
1)', t hat no shots were fired from
the Avalon or the Arnold Hot el,
and ha d proved the esaenfial
t r uth of the declaration that
the Armistice Day attack wa s not a defense, but an ambuscade.

Plans of the Ambuacade
The st rategy of the defense, as testimon y was to develop

beyond dispute--casting down the early denial of t he defend
ants' counsel- was to station armed men in the hall itself, in the
Arnold and Avalon Hotels , and on Seminary Hill. Britt Smith,
witnesses test ifi ed, pointed to these locations, while in con
versation with Elmer Smith, I. W. W. legal adviser, only an
hour before the assassination occurred. The tes timony of
the defendants themselves was to disclose that there existed a
general and cohesive understanding of the part each was to play
and the ambush to be taken.

The testimony of all Legionnaires who marched in the
parade was that the men in the ranks were unarmed, that
none of them had hear d of any plan to raid the hall, and that
many of them did not even know there exlated such an inst i
tution in Centralia.
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Within the hall when the firing began were Britt Smith,
J ames McInerney, Mike Sheehan, Ray Becker, Bert Faulkner, and
Wesley Everest, E lmer Smith, having assured himself that pre
parations were complete and deadly at the hall, returned to his
own office to ann and resist any violence that might be directed
toward him, if a raid were held. On Seminary Hill were Loren
Roberts, Bert Bland, and Ole Hanson, the latter yet uncaptured.
In the Arnold Hotel were O. C. (Commodore) Bland a nd J ohn
Lamb, In the Avalon Hotel were J ohn Doe Davis, who escaped,
and Eugene Barnett, accor ding to the contention of the state.

During the enti re case the defense sought to cas t the burden
of blame for r itle-.fire, upon the dead radical, Wesley Everes t,
and upon Loren Roberts, alleged to be insane. Toward the close
of the tr ial, with the certainty that the ca rds were all on th e
table, the defense admitted that Bert Bland had fired upon the
parade. But no one of all the defendants, upon their sworn
testimony, knew who among them had fired from the hall
though they conveniently admitted that Everest had. And Everest
was dead.

Attempts 10 FOI'ce Ihe Labor Issue

The special line of defensive policy, presented in Vander
veer's opening statement, was an attempt to inj ect into the
case the elemen ts of class str ife-labor versus capital-with
the I. W, W. depicted as peaceful propagandists who do not
countenance violence and who were driven to resis tance in
Centr alia by threats of a raid upon th eir hall , Against the
I. W. W,. he charged, were ar rayed the commercial interests
of Centralia. who had held meetings in the Elks' Club of that
city , for the perfection of plans to oust the radicals. So con
fident was Vanderveer that he would be able to show the exis
tence of this a lleged commerc ial conspiracy, t hat he was led
by expediency and the desire for dramat ic eneettvenese-c,te ab
solve the America n Legion from all blame. Later he recanted,
and made venomous attack upon the organization and upon
individual Legionnaires, and when the court had ruled against
the admission ot any testimony releu ve to the alleged conspiracy,
unless it first be shown that Warren O. Grimm, for Wh 05e mur
der the defendants were on tr ial, was either an actual aggressor
or a party to the purported plot, the defe nse made the attempt
-c-even through perj ury-to involve Grimm, to blacken the name
of the slain Legionnaire, but tailed at every point .
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" I exonerate, now and tor
ever after , the American Le
gion, a ll an organization, f rom
any responsibility I" was Van
derveer's pledge in his opening
stateme nt.

That first day of the trial,
with heads eurtousty thrust for
ward, the spectators saw the
wea pons with which the Cen
t r alia attack was made - the
r ifles, revolvers, and automatic
pi stols tha t spa t death into the
peace pageant. The defendants ,
for t he first t ime aince thei r
capture, looked upon the f-ami
liar weapons tha t the)' plied
with such deadly erreet on Arm_
istice Day. Even when a eeuse
is righteous, he who has killed
might be expected to gaze with
some degree of gravity upon
the tool with which he took life.
These men, on tr ia l for murder,
laughed as the unskilled han ds
of counsel fumbled with t he
mechanisms, and gave no s ign
of pertur bation.

Proof of the Semmuy Hill
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In Its opening statement the defense had made no reference
to the charge that ri flemen were sta t ioned on distant Seminary
hill, one-quar ter mile to the eest and over looking t he route of
parade. Here, according to the sta le, an d to the confessions of
Loren Roberts , were posted Bert Bland, Roberts, an d a thi rd
marksman, Ole Hanson, who ill yet uncaptured, Roberts and
Bland, it seemed certain, were to const itute the propi t ia tory
offerings of Ute defense, though for the former a plea of insanity
was to be entered.

Whether the defense concu rred in Ute fact of the Seminary
hill r ifle pit, or whether it denied, made but slight difference
when several witnesses testified to ,' i.!!iting the r idge after the
firing and there dlsccvering- more than a score of empty cart-
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r idgt'S - plain and irrefutable
proof of the hea vy firinR" that
was d irected from the safet)' of
that shr ewd ly- chosen "antasre
poin t. The shells were of 25-30,
32-20 and 22 high-power cali
bers, and were placed in C"o;
denee, Arthur McElf~h was
s la in b ) ' a miss ile f rom a 22
high-power ritle_ Roberta used
s uch a wea pon- t he onl~' one of
ita calibe r concerned in the at
tack.

It was f urther shown by the
sta te tha t Bert Bland and J ames
~Id nerne)' ha d registered f re
quent ly, prior to Novem ber 11,
a t the Aval on Hotel, and tha t on
tha t specific da y Room 10 had
bee» assigned to Blan d, It was
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• " I....r ''In_n U ..." cu.l..... ry . "ouorh, .. _ _ d
hi . •·..m'·tom.- of In Noi'" dat <1l ' r<>m in the t r ia l. had """,n enied by
. to• • m ... 1 or V• .,-Horn... ,.. handl. tit. t he derens when the murder"'_. T I>o Ju <H"~n.d hln ~onl\n orn.n. ""' • •
Ih an In _ ., y lu.... wf>apons were int roduced. It
had been found, a fortn isrht a ft er the a ttack, beneath a bill-board
at the edR"t" of the ci t;,.., Despite the denial of the defense tha t
an)' s uch rille had been used, the testimony of Bert G. Clark,
of Seat tle, an expert on ballistics, proved that the bullet which
kifled Grimm was of 38-55 caliber .

Confftolion. of Loren Rebeets
On th e th ird day of the sta te's case there were Int roduced

in evidence two documents whjch offered conclusive proof of
the premeditated nature of the attack and cast ligh t upon the
princi pa l!'; involved. 'I'hey were the confess ions of Loren Roberta,
de fendant , and in reply the defense could advance naught
eave the plea of lunacy for th e pen sive, lanky l>t rjp ling who
had ut tered them, Obj~tionll to the in tnxluction of the con
res srcns were vigorous, bu t th e cou rt ruled their admlsslbility ,
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after counseling- the j urors that th e damaging declarations made
therein should apply onlj.. to their author, Loren Roberts, The
defen se fa iled equally in an endeavor to show that the confes
s ions, dated November 17 and 24, were obtained under duress .

In the two confessions, one supplemental)', Roberts revealed
discussions and plans of the Centralia radicals pr ior to Armistice
Day, related thei r resolve to ann themselves and resist any raid
upo n their hall. and told of their subsequent strategical move
of sta tioning ri flemen in the hall , the Avalon Hotel and etner
bu ildings on Tower avenue, and on Seminal)' Hill. These plans
were ca rried out.

Tbeee RiSe","n . t Won.
With Bert Bland and Ole Hanson. Roberts took his post

in a grassy swaje on t he summit of St-minao " Hill, The)' were
to tire , so ran thei r orders. when the)' heerd shots. Far below
them the parade moved up Tower Aven ue, turned an d retraced
its course, Bert Bland. cuddling his rifle, observed: " I hope to
Jesus no trouble starts." Almost on the words they heard shots,
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declared the confession, and they in turn began fir in,. at random
into the parade-where marched man)' of the former school
mates of Bla nd and Roberts. Observe thh- well : Roberts, with
every reason to shield himself and seek extenuation, and with
a perfect recollecti on of the Armistice Dey parade lUI he Ia)' and
e nxiousfy watched it before he loosed the shot that killed Arthur
McElfresh, 88W no rush toward the hall before the shooting
began.

"I'll tell the t r uth now and what I sew," he confessed. "It
may be used again!!t me, but I can't help it. I saw t he soldiers
r un for t he building when the shooting s ta r ted."

There stands the confession of Loren Roberts, unimpeached,
said by every examining alienist to have been sa ne when he
uttered it-yet who was commend ed to tpe court for incarcera
tion in the state institution for insane, b)' the verdict of the j Ury.
It speaks in direct contradict ion to the propagandist pretense
tha t the I. W. W. hall was raided and that lives were taken onl:r
in its defense.

Tom Morgan on the Slane!.
Let it be followed, as it was at the Montesano trial, blow

upon blow, by the testimony of cool-eyed young Tom Morgan,
who was in the hall when t he tiring began, who was arrested and
detained b)' the sta te, and who took the sta nd as a witness for
the prosecution. For Morgan said, looking the I. W. W. counsel
f ait-ly in the eye, tha t the shots from ambush peeeeded an}'
r ush of Legionnaires towa rd the radical beadquartcrs.

It is the pla int of lhe propagandist tha t Morgan proved rene
gade to his fello ws an d the trut h, an d that he "turned stale's
evidence," upon premise of imm unity, Admi ttedly t he sta te
had no case azalnet Tom Morgan, after invest lgat ion-c- and
quite obviously the value of the witness, as well as his own per
eons ! safety, demanded that he be kept aloof f rom the machina
l ions of the I. W, W, Morgan had litt le or nothing to fear f rom
the state-s-yet his soul might well have bee n possessed by ter ror
when he appeared against the reds. But the witness did not
llinch or ~hiCt hilt gaze as he testitioo. and at a taunt f rom the
I. W. W. attorney he bent upon that gentleman A look 80 hostile
and dlreet that in the clash of glances it was Va nderveer who
turned ewey.

"Where were the soldiers at the time the shots were fired !"
asked Special P rosecutor Abel, when Morgan took the stand

"Some were elosing- up and others were keeping time," an
swered the 19-}'ear-old timber worker, "Some shots were tired
from across the street. "

Morgan testified that he came to Centralia with Ray Beeker ,
defendant, ali88 " Rough- Ground Shorty," and that he was in



CENTRALIA- TRA GEDY AND TRIAL

t he I. W. W. hall at the time of
the parade. He named the de
ren dante known by him to be
presen t - Mike Sheehan, Ray
Becker, Britt Smith, and J ames
McInerney. Elmer Sm ith, he
testified, entered the hall and
held conference with Br itt
Sm ith, secretary, j ust before
the parade was due, remarking,
"They are going' to r aid the
hall, a re you ready ?" " \Ve a re
always ready," an swered Britt.

Then, walking to the back of
the hall, they hel d a whispered
conversation together, Britt
pointi ng in the direction of the
Arnold, Avalon, and Queens'
Hotels, where the men had been
told to station themselves.

" \ \'hen he turned to go out,"
testified Morgan, speaking of
E lmer Smit h, "he asked Britt
Smith if he had plenty of men.
Br it t sa id he had. Elmer said
he was going up to hi s own of.
fice to protect it o"

" Did anyone speak to you?"

BcaT BLAID
I. \ 1' W . 'g~ ab''' ' 1 ~. ,'a"TO. II".

).e~n an I . W. W . agil"t<>e f <Jc "<>"'''
li me, W it h Rol.eet> and O le H a n oon.
H " 'as alall" na,l o n f' emlnae," H lIl .
w ' ,e ,..,. acrol"<lln" t o hi. o w n t ...tlm"ny •
..W. oom mPnc P,1 ahoolln", 1 . hOt be_
I ween tou r ",,'l et"h t .h"'.. 1 ahO t
wll h on e k n "" un th e "J"{}u n d.~ Ber t
nlan ~, ,mm...rled. was fou nd ""lltr <>{
aeoon<l 'le..-e"" ",uTM e and "iv.n ~, «,
00 ,-ea"" m the a t"te peni ten t ia ry.

queried Pr osecutor Abel.

"Britt Smith asked me if I had a gun, and I told him I
didn't want one: '

"It was only when shots had been fired that the Legionnaires
broke ranks ," asserted Morgan, remaining unshaken throughout
cross examinati on. He had seen the man kn own as "John Doe"
Davis, yet uncaptured, attempt to hide a rifle down his t rouser
leg, with such comic results in walking that all laughed at him.
Davis then wrapped the r ifle in an overcoat and went out, turning
in the direction of the Avalon Hotel.

"Where were the soldiers when the first shots were fired1"
asked P rosecutor Abel.
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"The)' were keeping ti me," an swered Morgan.
Under cross-examination Morgan told v enderveer fiatl)· that

he had refused to see him while in jail at Chehalis, though he had
talked with him at a later time. He had heard the first lIOOts
f rom across the street. Efforts of the defense to entrap him into
statements that would lend color to the supposition that the raid
preceded the firing were futile. Vanderveer played hi s last
card, more for effect en the j ur)' than to disconcert the cool,
I t raia-htlorward witness,

"Did anyone ever promise not to prosecute the ease against
you, or that if you'd tell what they wanted you to. they'd let
you Il'O 7" insinuated the defense.

"They did not."

BARNETr AND THE HOTEL AVALON
It was the contention of the state that Eugene Barnett, coal

miner, of Kopiah, known to Centralia I. W. W. as "the nervy
guy," had been the r ifleman who fired the 38-55 caliber Win
chester from an upper window of the Avalon hotel, giving
Warren O. Grimm his death wound. Against t his content ion,
and the evidence submitted, the defense later introduced an
attempted alibi. In the mi nds of t he jury the case against
Barnett must have been conetnstve-c-rcr had his alibi been true
he was guiltless. But if the testimony and claims of the
state were correct, as the j urors sign ified, then Barnett was the
man who slew Grimm, or a t least was present in the room from
which the shot was fired, as iden t ification witnesses declared.

Two state witnesses made positjve identification of Barnett
u one of the Ava lon riflemen, while addi tional testimony was
gh'en to show that he eerrted a r ifle of the type of the 38-S5
cal iber when he lied f rom the old hotel. These witnesses were
E lsie Horcbeek, bookkeeper in a ,garage j ust opposite the An ion,
and Charles Britrett, superintendent of Port Angeles (Wash.)
8Choola. who was in Centralia on business a t the time of the
u se eatnet tees.

Thou Art the Man
Miss Hornbeck testified that she saw a man lean f rom an

upper wlndo..... of the Avalon j ust before the firi ng started.
She identified this man, in the prisoner s' dock, as Eugene
Barnett,

" Will you, knowing that this is a life or death propositi on,
88.)' on your oath that you think this is the man T' insisted the
defense.

"Yee,' said the witness, af ter a reflective pause.
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Equally unhesitating was the
identification by Briffett, who
pointed out Barnett as the r ifle
man he saw leaving the alley
at the rear of the Avalon Hotel,
cramming fresh car t ridges into
his weapon. Br iffett , who for
many years was the ' propr ietor
of a gun store and whose hobby
is firearms, also testified that
the r ifle was of the type and
appearance of th e 38-55 caliber
rifle int roduced by the state.

" Would you know the , man
you saw leaving the alley ?"
asked Prosecutor Abel.

" I would."

"Is he among these defend
ants?"

"The third from the end," re
plied Brlffett, point ing out Bar,
nett.

The testimony of Leila Tr ipp,
of Everett, Washington, corro
borated that of Britrett respect
ing the gunman who emerged
from the alley at the rear of
the Avalon. Britrett had said
that he saw, at the same mo
ment, a young woman peering

from the fen ce corner at the
opposite side of the alley. In l\Iiss Tripp the state produced this
witness. She had seen the r ifleman emerge and walk hast ily
away, r eloading his weapon, but was unable to identify this man
as Barnett, other than to say that there was a general re
semblance.

Mr s. Warren O. Grimm, widow of the mu rdered Leg-ion
naire, testified briefly in identification of the ga rments worn
by her husband on the day of the par ade, and of their appoint
ment to meet when he should have completed his duties as leader
of the Centralia contingent.
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ruing Upon the Flag

That the American colors were under fire with especial
vengeance, and that build s from hidden ri flemen sped between
his body and t he staff as he r aced for shelter , was the testimony
of Clarence w etktne, color bearer of the Cent ralia contingent in
the parade. Watkins a lso identified Barnett as the r iflema n
whom he Haw lean from a window of the Avalon.

J ohn Earl Watt, of the Cent ralia contingent , testified tha t his
platoon was marking time before the I. W. W. hall when the
fir st shots were tired. He ran for shelter toward the inter 
secti on of Tower Avenue and Second Street and was hit in the
right side j us t as he gained fa ncied safety. Nea rby Ben Cassa
granda had been shot down. Both Watt and Watkins place the
loca tion of Wa rren O. Grimm at the head of the column, near
the s treet intersection. when t he a ttack wa s made. The la tter
saw the Centra lia leade r str icken, and watched him r eel across
the st r eet fo r succor.

Grimm and Where He Stood

Mor e than a score of witnesses were called by the sta te
to fix defin itely and beyond dispute the fact t ha t the head
of the Cent r alia con ti ngent was halted a t the street Intersect ion,
200 feet beyond the J. W. W. ha ll, wi th Grimm as leader, and
tha t the ranks were in fo rmation and marking t ime when bullet s
spat amon g the marcher s. This point proved of superior im
portance later in the t ri al . when the I. W. W. counsel, by wit
nesses who were met with perj ury charges , attempte d to dis
prove the loca t ion of t he head of the column and to establish that
Warren O. Gri mm was ac tually in front of t he I. W. w. hall
when st r uck-an en dea vor so manifestly at var iance with t he
established facts that one felt its own crudeness must defea t
it , as transpired.

Conunodore Bland' . Slashed Hand

In the Arnold hotel, each with weap ons, were s tat ioned two
Cent r alia radicals , O. C. (Commodore) Bland and J ohn Lamb,
the la tter far-famed for his indispos iti on to toil and his loud
ness of voice in econom ic debate. Though admitting that these
men were a r med, the defense denied that they had fired from
their r oom in the hotel-expla ining the r agged gash in Blan d's
left hand 8S an acciden tal injury received when hi s enthusiasm
f or the pa rade caused him to lose balance and plunge the member
through the Window-pane. The theo ry of the sta te was that
Bland came by his in jury when he thrust his r ifle through the
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glass and joined in the firing.
The state brought f orward wit
nesses who testified that t hey
saw the glass break, and that
at the same instant smoke belch
ed from the shattered window.

By promise and threat, the
I. W. W. attorney had created
an impression that the appear
ance of Lieutenant Frank R.
Van Gilder on t he witness stand
would be the signal for forensic
fireworks. Van Gilder it W aR

who stood by Grimm's side
when the jagged missile tore
through hi s vitals, and Van Gil
der also had led the ex-ser vice
men in their demand and pur
pose that t he death of t heir
comrades go not unavenged, by
the severest justice obtainable
at law. There had been hints
and innuendo to the effect that
Van Gilder, of all men , knew
most of the alleged "plot" to
raid the I. W. W. hall, and that
he would wr ithe when defense
counsel gr illed him . As a grfll,
ing the event was over-touted.
The nonchalant ex-officer gave
clear and concise testimony, unshaken by the discomfited efforts of
the defense. He described how Grimm JTM:'t his death, and r elated
the trivial nature of the conversation they were having when the
firing opened. The first shots came from the Avalon. testified
Van Gilder. He had not eve n known that the re was in all Cen
tralia su ch an institution as the I. W. W. ha ll.

The state was nearing the close of its case, though it had
yet in reserve, to follow the case for the defense, the introduc
tion of important testimony in rebuttal. Plainly it had demon
strated that the Centralia radicals did conspire to fire upon the
Armistice Day paraders, and it had demonstrated that shots were
heard befor e the enraged Legtonnairea broke ranks and rushed
the deadly portal of the I. W. W. hal l.
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Where McElfresh FeU
There was one bit of graphic testimony near the termination

of the case for the state, relating to t he killing of Arthu r McEI.
f resh- test imony that came into prominence some days later,
when the defense attempted to prove that McElfresh was killed
in the very act of attacking the hall. In ghaetly fact he was shot
through the head with a 22 caliber high-power bullet as he sought
cover at the corner of the var iety store, a score of paces north of
the radical headqua rters. One comrade, racing behind him,
hurdled the fallin g- body of the young veteran.

Mrs. Helen Scheel, of Chehalis , a trained nurse driving one
of the automobiles of the Red Cross divis ion following the
troops, saw the stricken body in uniform and hastened to render
ai d, braving t he bullets that even then were thudding in the
building fronts along the avenue. She bent above the youthful
Legionnaire and saw the red wound in his temple.

"What was the condition of that hoy as he lay there ?" asked
Prosecutor Abel.

" He was dead," came the low-voiced response.
Bear t his in mind, and bear in mind as well the spot where

Warren Grimm stood as a heavy-caliber bullet shredded his
intest ines-a-for the beaten, frustrated. savagely desperate defense
was in it s own ti me to advan ce th e claim, supported by weir d
and shaky testimony, that both Grimm and McElfresh were
aggressors when they met death an d that they met it a t the
very door of the hall. And it is the latter contention, false in
every syllable, as all Centralia knows-as the defense well
knew- that the radical press has set f orth as truth in its callous
camouflaging of the facts.

EstablW>ing Fads of the State' s Cue
These facts the state had established when it rested its case

on February 18 :
That the defendants acted by preconcert in the slaughter of

the ex-service men.
That Bert Bland and Loren Roberts f ired from the vant age of

Seminal'}' Hill, and that a bullet f rom Roberts' r ifle slew Mc
E lfresh.

That O. C. (Commodore) Bland and John Lamb were in am
bush in the Ar nold Hotel, whence came fir-ing, accor ding to sev
eral witnesses.

That Elmer Smith, as lega l adviser to the radicals, visited
Cheir hall immediately before the parade, and asked if all was
in readiness, expressing satisfaction when informed that the I.
W. W. were prepared.
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That there was f iring from the Avalon hotel, and that E ugene
Barnett, if the ident if ication of the witnesses was correct, was
one of the men who fi red from that point.

That all of the remaining defendants were in the hall at
the time of the attack, and that scores of shots issued from the
hall.

That w arren O. Grimm was at the head of his contingent, eyes
to the front, laugh ing light-heartedly, when wounded so terribly
that he was to die within an hour.

That the Legio nnaires were at ease or marking time when the
shots rang out, and that none of them r ushed the hall unti l t hey
realized they were under fi re.

That the Legionnaires had no knowledge of any purported
raid, and that none of the ex-service men bore arms.

That Grimm, McElfresh and Cassagranda, vict ims, were all
slain at points distant from the I. W. W. hall, an d by bullets fired
from outside the hall, and that by no possi ble Joz ic could their
killing be ascribed to self-defense,

That the ex-service men were the targets of vengeful vision
aries who, however zealous and sincere may have been their fa n
atical belief in their cause, took four lives without the semblance
of provocation-the lives of men who had earned the ri ght to
live, through sacrificial devotion to their eountrv's service.
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The Spark in the Powder.Train

Why were t he marcher s fired upon if the)' did not attack?
There a re men of unquest ioned integrity, men who would permit
no a llegiance to the Amer ican Legion to becloud t heir testimony,
who assert tha t such was the case. S uch is the fact. As well
ask why a spark ignites powder , or why oiled waste blazes sud
denly into flam e when no fire is near. Wi th the I . W. W. wait
ing in ambush, thei r nerves tense with a hideous resolve, thei r
targets before them, it may have been that a twi tching, spas
modic t r igger finger unwittingly loosed the shot tha t was to be
the signal. Or that some rad ical, more determined upon deadly
f ruitage, deliberately fire d into the marchers. Wesley Everest,
by all accou nts, was su ch a zealot. Unfortunately for the state's
case his tongue was dumb with death. But his own fellows say
that E verest was "a bad bird," who remarked that with all in
readi ness he meant, somehow, to see that the I. W. \V. plans had
not been la id for naught.

One of the eleven defendants went f ree when the state rested,
upon mot ion of the defense fo r a direct verd ict. He was Bert
Faulkne r , of Cen tra lia , who was in the hall dur ing the attack.
No evidence had been brought fo rward to show tha t he pa rtici
pa ted, tho ugh there was abundant proof that he knew of the
plan. He had gone home before noon on Armistice Day to hide
his car d of membership in the I . W. W., so tha t in the event
of capture it might not be found on him. But he of all the
others was more the typical America n yo uth, erect of stature,
f earless of eye , clean in limb and feat ure-good to look upon.
He had served in a home contingent of artillery du ring the
war. Bu t t he cour t listened with leniency to the mot ion, a nd
Faulkner-whom the j ury would as certainly have acquitted
was dismissed and released.

Fa ulkner was to forfeit th is sentiment a nd solicitude by his
testimony fo r t he defen se in rebuttal , when he was called to the
wi tness stand as a f ree man. It was then he defiantly swo re
that a bullet . fired f rom outside the hall, had pierced the sho ulder
of his overcoat-when not a jot of testimony or evidence had
been brought forward to show that a sing le shot was fired by a ny
Leg ionnaire. and when the defense itself had made no such
claim. The bullet-hole in the fabr ic had been maliciously des
troyed, Faulkner int ima ted, by a n agent of the pr osecution.

Eugene Barnett, the "Nervy Guy"

By the ve rdict of the j ury Eugene Barnett is guilty of m ur
der. By the evidence a nd testimony of the prosecution, if guilty
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at all he was guilty in direct an d personal measure of the slay.
ing of Grimm. A word for him, though he be gu ilty as Cain,
before the defense proceeds with its presentation, wh ich takes up
as the first thrust an attempted alibi in his behal f.

Of those t en remaining defendants E ugene Barnett was the
outstanding figure. His eyes were unabashed and unclouded,
friendly eyes with the touch of fierceness in t hem- far bet ter
gauges of a decent human soul than the sullen, shift)" and mor
ose brown optics of Elmer Smith, who was to be f reed. One
could believe Barnett to be the fighter that report declared him.
One could believe that his convictions were deep and desperate
and sincere--however grea tly one shuddered at the deed he
was charged with. Eugene Barnett, coal miner s ince his eighth
year, mou lded and soul-scar red in a trade that undeniably has
seen oppression beyond endur ance, might ask-as he would not
---some word of un derstanding, if not of extenuation, for the
hectic passions that drove him to blinded mur der.

Openin~ With Barnett' s Alibi

The alibi for Barnett was the first concern of the defense
when it opened its case on F ebruary 19. And the defendant
himself was the dominant figure in the testimony which sup
ported it. He was calmly truculent, given to the logic of the
propagandist in reply to question of counsel, and his story of
where he was and what he did on t he day of tragedy constituted
a flat and Impressive den ial , in orderly sequence of common
place conduct, to the charge tha t he passed a portion of the
afternoon in Room 10 of the Avalon Hotel, firing a 38-55 cali ber
r ifle and slaying Warren O. Grimm.

Bar nett test ified that he knew nothing of the plans to fire
upon the parade, though he had visited the I. W. W. hall earlier
in the day; tha t he never possessed or had in his possession a 38
65 caliber r ifle ; that he had no weapon with him on Annistice
Day ; and that he was in the lobby of the Roderick hotel,
adjoining the radical headquarters, during the affray. He test t
tied that his ans wer was such, when he saw ex-service men wreck
ing the front of the hall, that he "pulled" his coat and would
have gone out to engage them, had he not realized an instant
later that the affair was beyond fisti c intervention.

" File Your Bullets NOae& Flat"

Grim by-play was in tha t bit of testimony which concerned
a verse f rom " Christians at \Var ," one of the prcpagandtst
songs in the I. W. W. hymnal. Gr imm, so the testimony had
developed, was slain by a bullet which had been split at the
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nose. A number of cartridges, fo und wi th the 38.55 caliber
rifle, had been similar ly t rea ted- the design being to make the
missile mushroom and inflict a more terrible woun d. Prosecutor
Abel had asked Barnett if he was familiar with the song, and
ha d been answered in the affirmative.

" Have you noticed in that song a suggestion about filing
you r bullets noses flat ?" pursued t he prosecutor.

"Many times," coolly answered the defendant.
"Ever sing it 1"
"No, si r ."
" You do not believe in filing your bullets noses flat?"
"No, s ir ."
Both the defendant and counsel for the defe nse declared the

hymn to be a sati re upon modern warfare, intende d only as
such. But in the minds of those who heard the ver se, and who
were familiar with the test imony regarding the "mystery rifle"
and t he death wound of Grimm, a rose the hazard that thr ough
the song vic iousness found its inspirat ion. These were the
wor ds of the verse :

" File you r bullets noses fl at ,
P oison every well;

God decrees your enemies
Must a ll go plumb to hell! "

Barnett asserted tha t he had ridden his saddle horse into
Centralia that day, and had attended to minor business affairs,
calli ng at the Roderick Hotel to see the McAlIister s, proprietors
of the place, before he returned to his home at Koplah, ten
mi les distant . He said tha t h is anger was such, when he saw t he
hall sacked by the ex-service men in search of radicals, that he
rode home at a ga llop. intending to procure his r ifle an d return
to the defense of his fellow I. W. W. Hi s wife dissuaded him.
His eyes Hashed as he told the prosecution tha t had he returned
Wesley Everest would not have died a victim to lynchlaw.

"You were not ange red over the shooting of the soldiers,
were you?" inqui red the state.

"Not at all ," was the ca lm reply. " I approve of anything
that 's neeeaaary."

That Worthy Couple-the McAllister.

In corroborat ion of Barnett's attempted alibi came J . C. Me
Allister, semi-senile boniface of the Roderick, and his wife,
Mary, a fleshy termagant who testified fa r too eagerly and

,

I
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RODERICK BO'I'EL
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g libly for good effect--and who charged that her detention in
ja il foll owing the Annist ice Day tragedy had broken her in
health and spi rit. Both testified that Bar nett was in the
Roderick dur ing the shooting, and gave general corrobora tion
to his statement, though in minor details the stories of the
three varied somewhat.

"Did you see anyon e attack the I. W. W. hall ?" the defense
asked l\IcAliister, who shook as with palsy.

"No, sir; I never seen anything of the kind," was the tremu
lous answer,

"What's the matter ?" shouted Vanderveer, pla inly vexed
at the fail ure of his witn ess to conform to the testimony of
Barnett. "Are you scared to death ?"

"I object to counsel bullyragging his own witness," inter
posed P rosecutor Abel.

The state turned to cross-examtnatton of McAlli!;ter, whose
nervous tremors had brought him almost to the verge of col
lapse. Now he was faced with a contradictory statement, made,
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months before, when he had given no thought to his future
testimony.

"Did you not tell C. D. Cunningham and J . H. J ahnke, of the
prosecution, that there was nobody in t he hotel at the time of the
shooting?" pressed Abel.

McAllister's voice rose to the occasion with a squeak and
a falsetto tremor .

"Yes, but they didn't swear me !" he shrilled triumphantly.
But Mary McAllister was of sterner stuff. Steadfastly,

and speaking with such rapidity tha t the stenographer s raced
to follow her, she declared that Barnett was in the lobby, and
t hat she saw the pa raders r ush the hall befor e the fir ing began.
In passing. it should be r emarked that the McAliisters owned
the I. W. W. hall and that the r adicals we re thei r paying
tenants. The witness had every appearance of talented men
dacity on the stand, and the defense created a ludicrous s itua
tion by referring to the testimony of "this splendid woman, who
cannot lie."

If Mary McAllister is a tyro at fa lsehood she did not betray
it by so much as a qui ver , when faced with an assertion advanced
by Mrs. Ben Cassagranda, widow of one of the fou r parade vic
tims. Mrs. McAllister had known th e dead Legionnaire s ince hi s
babyhood , and had talked with the widow when all Centralia
was rife with gossip of the mu rders.

" Do you remember that she said Ben was shot. and you
said it served him right, tha t be had no business to be marching
with the sold iers ?" asked Prosecutor Abel.

"No, si r !" snapped the McAllister woman.
Barnett denied that he had told Preston McDonald, leader

of the posse which captured him, t hat he was seated in the
lobby of the Avalon during the fir ing. He said that he saw
the uniformed pa raders file past the Roderick, hear d an order
that he could not distingu ish, and saw the men break ranks
and charge the J. W. W. hall. Glass crashed and he heard
firing from the hall .

Parenthetically, it should be noted that testimony rela tive to •
the firing of a volley from the hall, a lmost simultaneous with I
the r ush of the uniformed men, is without special significance
in determining the question of aggression when such statements
are contrasted with the testimony of many witnesses that four or
five shot.'! were fired first , f rom outside the ha ll, and that after
a momentary lull a r ipping volley, likened to machine-gun fire,
brok e from the hall and all the points of ambush. It would
appear , not questioning the candor of any witnesses who say that
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the first shots were from the hall, that the initial firi ng of sev
eral shots was unremar ked by these wi tnesses and that it was
the volley that riveted their attention"

As for Barnett's sta tement re lative to the firing, it may be
passed without comment, other than that looked by the j ury
when it declared ibl disbelief in hill a libi and found him Ituilty
that is, found him to have been where the sta te declared him
to be, in an upper room of the Avalon, its windows snapping
with ri fle fire.

From February 20th until the 25th there occurred a gap
in the continuity of trial, due to the illness of jurors stricken '
wi th influenza, Edward Parr, of Hoquiam, eventually was ex
cused from the panel b)' reason of failure to convalesce speedi ly
and the case was resumed through the subsfitution of J ohn A.
Ball, alter nate j uror, who thereafter served as a member of
the regular pan el.

Modem Murderers on Hunger Strike
It wall duri ng the pause that the defendants went on "hun

ger str ike" against the pr ison fare provided b)' Grays Harbor
county. The food was ample, let none be edvtsed to the con
trary, but may have been monotonous throUJrh lack of variety.
It W lUI Mid that Vendeeveer, defense counsel , N(>,"erely upbraided
the eeeeteneeats for their attitude and the effect it milil"ht han
on popula r opinion. The incident termi nated with generous.

J
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and wholly volunta ry concessions on the par t of She r iff J eff
Bartell, who ordered that certain additions to the menu be
made.

Enter the American Infantry

And there arose, du ring the same days of waiting, yet an
other incident tha t broke the monotony of court room par ley and
testimony and legal swo rd-play. It was the summoni ng of
Federal t roops to Montesano to bide throughout the rema inder
of the trial. Of the summoning of the troops, a nd of the suf
ficiency of cause, the r adical press a nd spokesmen---sna r ling
as though the sight of uniformed men under the colors were
a n affront-made instant material fo r mis-statement. It was
Herma n Allen, prosecuting attorney for Lewi s county, who
called fo r the troops , it was Governor Louis F . Ha r t , of Wash
ington, who repeated the request , and it was Lieutenant-General
Hunter Liggett, commanding the western mili tary department,
with headquarters a t San Francisco, who ordered the sending
of soldier s to Montesano.

A detachment of 100 men of the 35th United Sta tes Infa nt ry,
with f ull field equipment , a r r ived in the Grays Har bor capital
on Febr uary 25, detrained with the smar tness of efficiency,
pitched their camp, a nd remained until the close of the trial.
Stor mi ng into court, the I. W. W. counsel threatened to quit the
trial if the troops were pennitted to remain, charging that
their p resence wa ll an insult to the ci vil a uthorities of Grays
Harbor cou nty, to the court it self , a nd to the cause of h is clients.
T hough once he had grown vehement over the "danger" of trial
in that sa me district- the " per il" to h is clients-now he main
tained that the en ti r e v icin ity was as pacific as a Quaker camp
meeting.

The glimpse of their country's flag. f rom th e windows of t he
j ury room, the sound of the bugles lilting at r eveille or taps,
would prej udice the jurora aga inst the ten defendants who
had sla in certain you ng men garbed even as these soldiers
were, was the burden of his plaint. T he court or dered an
inquiry into the necessity fo r military protection. Governor
Ha r t sent his secre ta ry to make renewed investigation. The
adjutant-general 's department and the sheritrs office were a lso
concerned in the Inquiry. Before these representatives of the
state and cou nty, Prosecutor Allen la id h is secret infonnation
-and the infantry detachment , with guard mounted a bout the
jail, was not removed.
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"Not Let the BoY. Die Ilke Dop"

Not the state of Washington alone, but the United States
government itself, was deeply and gravely concerned over the
likelihood of r iot and bloodshed at Montesano. The reports of
the secret service agents, of the special investigators of the
defense, are not procurable for publicat ion. But there were
shrewd and fearless men who donned the rough clothing of
the iti nerant labor er, procured I. W. W. cards, and moved with
vigi lant freedom among the radicals of the Pacific northwest
-in Montesano, in Centralia , in Sea ttle, an d Tacoma, wherever
men congregated to curse their country and its laws.

In a dozen reports this quoted threat was returned to the
prosecution:

"We will not let those boys die like dogs !"
What was the portent ? Merely this-e-that the I. W. W.

of the Pacific Northwest, r uthless and boastful, were taking
the vow tha t the Centr alia murderers should not hang, whatever
the ver dict. It was well enough that warren Gri mm and his
fe llow veterans perished ignobly on the streets of Cen tralia ,
but for the men who slew these unarmed soldier citizens no
propit iatory fate should be invoked.

What actual means of execution armed that threat ? Again
the records of the investigation- the inquiry tha t contented all
save the self-styled " labor jurors"-are silent. This much is
known, that the prosecut in g a ttorney's office of Grays Har bor
county had checked the 8811' of r ifles in that county for the
period immediately preceding the tria l-a matter of several
months-s-and had found the aggrega te to be over 600 heavy
caliber spor t ing r ifles, or far in excess of any normal demand.
This circumstance may have been coincidence-but public offic ia ls ,
charged with the preservation of law and order , have no righ t
to assume coincidence when the stage is set for revolutionary
drama.

There was a marked exodus of st range faces f rom the court
room following the ar rival of the t roops . Parti sans wit hout
occupa t ion or vis ible means of support, who wer e accustomed
to swagge r in to the courtroom and sneeze when Vanderveer
took ' snuff, fou nd it conve nient to remain absent. For the
infantrymen in the courtyard of the little j ail were armed with
loaded service riffes-c-qui te differently equipped from those de
fen seless peace parader a who were sniped a t from cover in
Central ia .

With the resumption of the trial , on February 25, witnesses
were called by the defense to support the alibi of Eugene Bar
nett. Mainly their testimony rela ted to having seen the Kop iah
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coal-miner distant from the I.
\1/ . W. ha ll shor t ly.. before the
shooting, and to having wit
nessed him ri de home, unarmed.
One of these witnesses, S. A.
Hand, a Cent ralia dealer in
second-hand goods, was fo rced
to admit tha t he had made no
such statements when question,
ed by C. D. Cunningham, state
counsel , immediately after the
t ragedy.
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Lunacy of Leeee Roberta

Upon the lunacy of Loren Ro
berts, youthful lumberjack of
the Grand Mound district, the
defense had dila ted---obviously
to discount the worth of the
two signed eonfess tons obtained
from Roberts, wherein he told
of firing f rom Seminary H ill,
wi th Ber t Bland and Ole Han
son as his companions. Now,
for the first time, the defend
an ts' counsel turned toward the
establishment of proof tha t Ro
ber ts was mentally ir respons
ible. And in that strangely tor
tunat e at tempt- for t he j ury
approved it-was woven such

a ti ssue of obvious impr obabilities that all the courtroom was
cognizant of the j est.

Loren Roberts, shambling and silent, loose of lip and limb,
who heretofore had consulted frequently with Vanderveer in
whispered cour t room conferences, and whose face had been
keen with thoughtf ul regard as he listened to the testimony,
became a creature who entered the courtroom wit h a vapid smile
wreathed on his features, a madman's ti tter to greet each wit
ness-an utter alien to both his counsel and his fellow defen
dants. In a ll that assembly of persons who daily saw the
t r ial, aside and apart f rom the scattered partisans of radicalism,
was none but believed that "Grand Mound" Roberts was sham
ming.
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Called by the defense to tes tify r~rdinlt the sanity of Loren
Roberts was Dr. Arthur P. Calhoun, a lienist, of Seattle, a
member of the American Legion and a fraternity brother
of Warren O. Gri mm. The psychia trist declared under oath
that, in his opinion, the defendant su ffered f rom the mental
malady of dementia praecox. The delusions which claimed the
defendant were genuine and unfeigned, asserted Dr , Calhoun.
For example, Roberts believed that the I. W. W. counsel was
not Vanderveer , but was none other than Colonel Brice P .
Disque, former commander of the spruce divi sion. He fancied,
as well, tha t electr ic currents were sen t through his cot at night
to rob him of rest and force him toward damaging edm tssicns.
The courtroom, 80 ran the medley of hiN clouded mind, was oper
ated entirely by wireless-bench, baili ffs, j urors and attor neys.

But the sta te, in erose-examination, compelled Dr. Calhoun
to admit that the ted of Roberts ' lunacy was based solely upon
the accepted truth of the defendant's own statements regard
ing his delusi ons-and that he might be shamming, in certain
particulars. The alienist asserted, however; his belief that the
malign mental ph enomena were not feigned.

But Dr. Calhoun also declared his belief that Loren Roberts
was sane and responsible when he uttered the two damni ng
confessions that marked him as the s la)'er of Arthur McElfre!oh,
a nd that illu minated the dark folds of the I. W. W. conspi racy
to shoot and slay and spare not. In the face of this statement,
and in the faces of sta tements from other a lienists, full)' as well
qualified. that Roberts was and is sane-the d iscriminating- j Ul')'
found him to be a lunatic, and recommended him for treatment
in the state hospital.

"So far as I can see from the statements ,' sa id Dr. Calhou n,
cross-exa mined as to the reliability of the confessions, " Roberts
was able to giv e a ra tional. consecutive account at the t ime."

"Such as any normal human being would gi\"e ?" insis ted
the sta te.

"Yes."
"And en November 17 he was saner'
"So far as I can determine from the eontessions," was the

admission.
" You have to take his delusions for granted in order to form

an opinion!" queried Prosecutor Abel, retu rning to the alleged
obsessions of the defendant.

"T ha t is true in any examination for insenity... stiffl)' replied
the al ienist.

Fellow defendants were called to gl \'e test imony n-garding
the apparent mental condi tion of Roberts while in con finement.
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Again the state developed the sign ificant fact that the lunacy
of Loren Roberts dated s ingu larly from the t ime the plea
of insanity was entered for him. Jackson Hardy, prisoner and
cell-mete se rving a sentence for "moon shi ne", testified that the
only indication of mental unrest on the part of th e defendant
wa s his proneness to sing "Steamboat Bill" all day and .....ell
into the night, There was other tes timony, notably that of Mrs.
Edna B. Robe rts, the sad-faced mother of the accused youth,
who voiced her belief that her son was of unsound mind, and
who tes tified t hat two cousins were Insane, while a gnmdfather
died in dementia, Cross-examina tion showed it to be not improb
able that the grandfather's ailment was the sen ility of h is ad
vanced years.

Judge Wibon'. lnReoUbIe Rutin«
Throughout the course of the t rial J udge Wilson had shown

remarkable forbearance and leni ency toward the frequen t and
stud jed Insolence of the defense-s-evide ntly choosing to endu re
eaueuc t r ivialities ra ther than to afford t he vestige of ground
for complaint or claims of error. Straight in the j udicial face
Vanderveer had cas t innuendo and almost open insult , only to
be met with a ca lm smile and the request to proceed. Now
was approaching, however, t he test by which the fi rmness of
J udge Wilson was to be made posdtjvely and unmistakably mani
fest-in his ruling denying- the introduction of tes timony rela ti ve
to a purported commercia l conspiracy against the Centra lia
1. W. W., unless it first be shown tha t Warren O. Grimm, slai n
Legionnaire. was party to any such plot or was an aggrel:\8Or
again li t the radicals.

In this position the court was fort ified behind the ram pa rts
of the law and exact j ust ice-if there n ists any distinction
for manifestly the matter at hand WlUl the j ustification or non
justification of the killing of Gr imm, without any issue of labor
and capital unless some proved participation of Grimm drew this
element in to the vortex of tria l.

"The Issue in this case is murder, Mr. .v anderveert" wa.~

the court's ruling.

Bladr.enml the Memory of Crimm

Hotly Incensed b)' this fp;lure to intros-sce testimony relative
to a conspiracy against the presence of the Centralia radicals,
plans for which were laid at October meet ings held in the
E lks ' club, aeeording to his offer of proof , Vanderveer swiftl)·
reversed his pos ition and made direct assault upon the memory
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of the murdered Grimm. Such was the strategy demanded of
the defe~if it found its scruples easy to swallow, as it did
-that the attomey who had absolved the American Legion
from al l blame now began the bitterest of attacks upon the
mur dered Centralia leader. He astounded the courtroom with
his declaration that the defense would show that Grimm was
before the I. W. W. hall, even ad\"ancing to the attack, when he
received his wound.

"The charge here is murder," said Prosecutor Abel, spring·
ing to his feet, his eyes glinting behind thei r thicklensed glasses,
" In order to justify killing in self defen se, the person killed
must be maki ng an assault. Until today counsel never claimed
that war ren O. Grimm was an)"whf'no near the hall or that
he knew of the alleged plans.

"We are enti rely \lilling for the defense to prove that there
Was a rald-c-reserving for ourselves the r ight to show that such
proof is by per j ured testlmcnyl"

Up rose the calm and smiling Cunningham , who ma rched
in the Cent ralia Armistice Day parade, who knew of his own
knowledge that Grimm was stricken at the head of the column ,
distant from the hall , and who as friend and pr osecutor pre
pared the case aga inst the defendants so th at j ustice might be
served and hi s comrade's death avenged.

" Will you show that Grimm was shot from the hall ? he
asked, ga2ing directly at the inflamed I. W. W. counsel.

"O ur proof will show tha t he wa!l shot while attacking the
hall I" was the reply.

"You must show an overt act on the part of Grimm, or
that he was a party to the alleged eoneplraey,' ruled the court.

"We will sho..... both," answered the defense.
Let it be said here that neither cla im ever was substa nt t,

ated, that ..... Itnesses were faced .....it h perj ury charges m the
attempt , and arrested as they Id t the courtroom, and that no
ri ghteoull-ffiinded man on the J UI)", or attendant at the sess jons,
held any other belief than that Grimm met his death precisely
where the state declared he did. Then' were eccree of .....It
nessea to prove this--and against them only the lying utter.
ences of a few shady radicals whose latk of character and willinJ;\".
ness to hlsify was manifest in every facia) shift. Yet none of
these-c-precured b)' promises best known to the defense-c-quite
dared to identify Grimm as ha\'jng been sbot before the hall.
The pledge of the defense rested unredeemed, but through no
fa ult of the unscrupulous and dll.!lta rdl)· feroci t)' wi th which
it was pressed. There are creatures more vulpine than the fox,
mono poillOnoulI than the cobra. and mono g'iven to desecration
than the hyena-s-and such are the I. W. W.
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Britt Smith and Hia Teatimony
It was Br itt Smith, secretary

of the Centralia Y. W. W., tow
haired, pa le-eyed strategist of
the ambuscade, who said when
the heat of hatred was past and
the bullets sped to thei r fa ted
targets-said, as he sat in the
bull-pen of Centralia's j ail :

" God, but Y wish that I'd
never heard the words, 'Class
war!' ..

B&I:'I"r 8XITB
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A different, an unrepentant,
Smith was the secretary when
he took the witness stand in his
own beha lf . He had been tol d
that he was II martyr, tha t of
such stuff were heroes made
John Brown s and ot her gallant
saviours of mankind. Beh ind
him stood the elements of un
r est, an d befor e him the mani
festation of their might-a-the
high-salaried, clever, fierce ly
combative lawyer who had been
retained to save him from the
bitter gallows.

And Bri tt Smith, quite calm
Iy as though he we re discuss
ing economics, made the star t

l ing claim that the first shot was fired not from the hall, but
from the pistol of an unknown Legionnaire in the street. He
had never before uttered such II clai m, though statements were
made by him following his arrest-statements in which he spu n
to the ut termost thread the attempted j usti ficat ion of his act.
The state passed it by as unwo rthy of assault,

But Smith did admit that he suggested and approved of
the stati oning of ri flemen outside the hall to fire upon the
parade if the hall were attacked, and added that he was aware
that seve ral of the Y. W. W. had taken such st ra tegic loca tio ns.
Though in the very center of the r eds who fired from the hall,
Sm ith denied that he knew who was armed or who fired the
50-odd shots that swept from the doors of the rookery. He
denied the authorship of a r oughly penciled map, foun d on his
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desk when the hall was searched, showing th e exact points at
which outside r iflemen were stationed.

Cor roborative testimony was given by Britt Smith and Mrs.
Mar)' McAllister, own er of the I. \V. W. hall, to the effect that
they informed Centralia authorities of their belief that a raid
was to take place on Armistice Day, and that the)' asked pro tec
tion without any definite action be ing take n to afford it. Cir
cu lars were distributed, testified Smith, appealing to th e citi
zen s of Centralia. Believing that lawful p rotection would not
be given them, in the event a ra id was held, the I. w. W. secre
tary said that the resolution to arm themselves sprang into being
and effect.

"The boys wanted to know what to do," tes tified Smith.
"I believed in the pro tection of the hall at all times."

Therefore, upon hearsay, and by grace of the lawless doct
r mea of the I. W. W., on November 11, 1919, certa in disciples of
desperation constituted. themselves the la w, violated the prin
ciples of manhood and self -defense by assigning marksmen to
distant sta tions , and coolly butchered four followers of the
flag. To say that they anticipated a ra id is not condonation
as well say that Home mad Malay, running amuck with kris
and dagger, a nticipated personal violence. They had resolved
upon sla ughter a nd the y achieved it.

From the mouth of one of the defense's own wi tnesses ,
p lainly on the stand perforce, came denial of the assertion that
War ren O. Grimm was before the I. W. w. hall when the spl it 
nosed bullet smashed into h is vitals. This witness was Walter
Morrill , Legionnaire, who marched in the third pla toon of the
parade. Under cross-examina t ion he testifi ed tha t Gr imm was
at the head of the column, beyond the hall, talking with Lieuten
ant Va n Gilder, when the fir ing opened and he doubled up at the
impact of his wound ing.

Two Typical O",fense Witne_
Somewhat of the character of the witness ca lled to sup

port the claim that Grimm was before the hall, a nd thus by
proving him a n aggressor open the way to the a lleged conspir 
acy evidence, may be gleaned f rom the considerat ion of two
typical instances-those of the testimony of Vernon O'Reilly , h igh
school youth of Centralia, a nd Mr s. ~Iay Sherman, cannery
worke r , of Tacoma. Both sought , in veiled te st imony, to redeem
the prom ised proof of the defense.

At this juncture later evidence a nd testimony should be
a nticipated by the statem ent tha t one Legionna ire was wounded
befo re the I. W. W. hall. He was "Dutch" P fitzer, of Chehalis,
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and upon the circumstances of his wounding the defense sought
to erect the structure of deceit tha t .....as intended to alter the
position of Warren O. Grimm. Wit h a bullet through his tore
ann from wrist to elbow, dazed by the pain of his wound.
Pfjteer stagge red down the s treet.

O'Reilly testified that he sew a wounded Legionnaire ap.
prceeh the intersection of Tower A,"enue and Second Street.
appan>ntl)· d asping his anns about his middle, and that this
man came from the \"el')' dOOM! of the I . W. W. hall. He tes ti
fied that later he saw a wounded man--unquestionably Grimm
being assisted into an automobile on Second Street. and that
he noted " a resemblance" to the ma n he had first seen.

Cross-EXAmination developed t hat O'ReilJ)' has as his mentor
a certain " Pat" Nolan, said to be one of the leading I. W, W,
of the dist rict, and that the fl uent and brilliant high school youth
himself is a convert to moder n radicalism.

"Are your fa ther and mother l. W, W. ?" queried Prosecutor
Cu nnin gham,

"No, s ir !" defiantly.
"Arnen't they radically inclined, something like the I. W, W, ?"

tnafsted counsel.
"That would depend upon what you ca ll r adical inclin ation,"

retor ted O'Reilly, "My mother goes to Triple Alliance meet
in gs!'

" Isn't your mother an agitator in the Triple Alliance ?" eon-
t inned Cunni ngham. '

"My mother is not an agitator In the Triple Alliance at
the present time," answered O'ReiIJ)·.

~h'mbership in the Triple Alliance, or the Non-Partfsan
League, was sufficient indication of radical tendencies, in the
opinion of the defense, to qualif)' a venireman fo r service on
the jury when the panel was being selected. Hired tnveett
gators of the I. W. W. approached veniremen prior to the case
and sounded them upon t heir a ttitude toward these two organ
izat ions. If it was favorable, the I, W. W. agent reported to
his chief that the ven teemen was desirable for j ury service
in the trial of the Centralia murderers, If it was unfavorable
he was to be challenged and dismiMed,

"rm Liable 10 s.,. Anything'"

May Shennan, 200 pounds and pla)'Cul as a kitten, smiled
archly a t court and spectators, when she tes tified eagerly that
she ha d Been a wounded man, tall and heavy of stat ure, grippinlZ
his stomach as he left the st reet before the hall. Inferenti ally,
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this man was Grimm-but May
made her mistake when she
clothed him in a n olive-drab
overcoat. Grimm wore no over
coat on th e day of the pa rade.

"You kn ew w esley Everest
we ll 7" inquired Prosecutor
Abel referr ing to the mu rdere r
who was lynched.

" Yes ," a nswe red the playful
May, her composure deser t ing
her.

"Each of you roomed in the
same hotel 7"

"Yes: '
"What name did you go by

in the Queen's hotelr' ,
"Bertha Hope," stammered

the woman, T hen, swiftl y
"My right name is Shennan,
but 1 was going by th e name of
Hope:'

Asked if it were no t true t hat
in the courthouse corridor , be
fo re she was called to the stand,
she ha d boasted that "we will
have evidence to meet anything
they (the state) will bring up"
the witness said that she did not
reca ll the sta tement though she
had talked with the two women to whom she wag alleged to have
made it.

" I may ha ve said it," flaunted the witness ,
of it. I'm liable to say anything:'

She looked toward Vanderveer for smili ng apn rova l of
this br-illiant exi t f rom the difficult lane. But th e I. W. W.
cou nsel was f rowning his disgust.

Tom Meaden, ta ilor , and For rest Campbell, candy-maker,
were defense witnesses who swore th at they heard cries f rom
the ranks, " Let's go ! Come on! Let's get 'em!" and that forth
with the Legion na ires rus hed the ha ll.

• Twin Lies and Their Lia...
Comment on this testimony rna}' be br-iefly disposed of.

F or Meaden, who testified that he heard shots after the rush,
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admitted under cross-examination that he had specifically stated,
f ollowing the affair , that he hear d no shots at any time. He
did not attempt to explain away the discrepan cy in his testl
mony, And Campbell testified that he saw Arthu r McE lf resh
lead the a ttack on the ha ll-whereas McElf resh died in his
tracks, a bullet through his brain, at t he comer of the var iety
store some dis tance north of the hall. Despite this proof ,
plain and unalte rable, Campbell asserted that he saw the body
of th e st r icken veteran lying on the s idewalk before the entrance
to the I. W. W. headquarters.

At the opening of the six th week of the tria l, on March
1, the defense abruptly gave over its a ttempt to implica te
Warren O. Grimm and in rapid sequence placed the defendants
on the stand. By their testimony the defen se showed t ha t it
had abandoned all subterfuge respect ing the loca t ion of ri fl emen
outside the hall, and was r eady to admit a ll that had been den ied
in its opening statement, excepting the Question of aggressi on.
As for Bert Bland, companion r ifleman of Rober ts and Ole
Hanson on Seminary Hill, h is na r r ati on was so candid and
incrimina t ing tha t every listener felt he was being made the
sacr ifi cia l offer ing- t he scapegoat upon whom the jury might
safe ly fasten the death penalty wi th the unspoken assent of the
defense.

" I Shot Eight Shots"

"At first we decided to go to the Queen r ooming house,"
testified Bland, afte r he had r elated th e prelim inary conference
in the ha ll. "\OVe went up to Wesley Everest 's r oom. He told
us we could use it . I did not tell him what we wan ted it for ,
but I guess he knew. We looked out the window and did not
like the situation. We came to the conclusion tha t the soldiers
could easily sur ro und the buildings, so we decided we did not
want to face that ki nd of a situation. Then we decided to go to
Seminary Hill. We had discussed the hili before.

" I saw a man on horseback at the corner," said Bland, when
he had told of their concea lment on the hi ll, " I heard a com
mand. 1 couldn 't tell what it was, but 1 saw t he men break
ranks and rush the ha ll. Then I pla inly heard glass fall- then
shots sounded. We commenced shooting. 1 shot between four
and eight shots. I shot with one knee on the ground. 1 was
shooti ng a t the people who were raiding the ha ll."

Bickford the Boomerang •
Th e testimony of F rank J . Bickford, Centralia physician and

Legionnaire, who previously had t esti fied at the coroner 's in-

•
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quest that he had sug
gested a raid on the
hall and W&II in the
act of earrJring it out
when tiei ng opened,
proved a boomerang
to the defense in that
it developed that
Bickford W&ll unfami
liar with the ceeur
rencee of that tragic
day, and that the par
adel'll were under tire
before he moved a
single step.

" I heard commotion
and shouting among .....O LlI MOTEL
the pla too ns to the Alm"" l dl t ",,·, I1' M CI'< '~. T" "· ~" A ~~ n~~ (,,,m tI,... fi J. w. W . h all. I n l hl . b"lI dl nl< O. C. IIJ.." d a noJrear , test i ed Bick. J"hn '''''''b ..~,~ . l atl",,~d . a n d n..o-d on I ha " ..,.
ford , " and turned to In .. plU....'~

look. I III1. W t he platoons to the rear breaking up and scat te rt ng.
Some were going toward the I. W. W. hall, others were going
elsewhere, and some were running towa rd the vacant lot by the
vari ety store."

What Bickford saw W &II the disruption of the parade after
the fin<t ri fle fire. Among the men whom he witnessed racing
for shelter toward the comer of the variety store must have
been Arthur McEUresh, doomed to fall an instant la ter with
a bullet through hill bead.

Bickford testified that he offered to take the lead in the
raid on the hall, making the proffer 811 he marched with his
eomredee toward the Interseettcn of Tower Aven ue and Second
Street.

"Your lIuggestion abo ut taking the lead W811 not followed up,
was it?" inquired the state.

"No, s ir; that was before we halted,"
"You My that you heard commotion beck of you and MW

solditon< scattering in all directions ?"
"Yes, s ir ,"
"Is it t rue that you are somewha t deaf, doctor ?"
"Yell, sir ,"

•
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Perjury Met Wrth Warnmb

During the court session of March 2, when t he defense again
made brazen attempt to place w arren O. Gr imm in the a tti
tude of an aggressor, befo re the I. W. W. hall , the state held
to its promise and ar rested two defense witnesses on perjury
charges. They were Guy Bray and J ay Cook, of Centrali a
both of whom had offered testimony tending to indicate that
Grimm was shot while in f ront of the hall. Neither had
dared be explicit, but their test imony was so plainly fabricated
and its intent so dastardly that warrants for their arrest as
perj urers awaited them as they left the courtroom.

Bray dared not testify that Gri mm was near the hall ,
but he attempted to serve the same pu rpose by openly testifying
that Lieutenant Van Gilder, companion of t he Centralia leader,
when he was st ricken , was a t the very threshold as the fir ing
began. As the t wo comrades were known to have been together
this fabrication would serve, especially when Bray asserted
that Van Gilder's companion was wounded.

"Do you swear that Frank Van Gilder was standing near
the door of the hall at the time of the shooting?" asked the
prosecutor.

" I do," answered Bray.
"We shall wa nt you a little later, " was the dismissal , with

an emp hasis that stressed the waiting perj ury charge.
Cook won his laurels as a perjurer and his subsequent arrest

when he testified that the head of the column rested exactly
before the I. 'V. W. hal l-a declaration no other defense wi t 
ness had attempted to utter-and when he capped this triumph
of mendaci ty by declaring the positi ve identifica tio n of Warren
O. Grimm as the man he saw r unning f rom befor e the radical
headquarters, his hands clasped over an abdominal woun d.

Time and again the defense renewed its endeavors to estab
lish falsely the pos ition of the slain Legionnaire, with the j ury
retir ing whi le Vanderveer made his offers of proof on the con
spiracy charge-e-only to be informed by Judge Wilson that no
overt act on the part of Grimm had been proved. In the
legal arguments that attended these efforts, the weapons of the
prosecution were plied by C. D. Cunningham, whose easy, matter
of-fact and unanswerable exposition of the test imony and the
law left to Vanderveer only the portion of the defeated.

The Law of Self-Defenae

"Shooti ng is j ust ified in the defense of your home when
you are inside that home," argued Prosecutor Cunningham,
during one of these clashes. "I believe the defendants are en-
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h ,.pltal 0.. . . 0 '" o r 'h. __ Th. R ed C..- _ ... I" charge o r ' h ,_ r.,..,..
ti tled to the eons t rucuoa that the hall was thei r home, but
that is as fa r a ll this statute can go. and that ill all liberal
an interpretat ion Il..!I may be placed UIKln it.

"The law dec la res that killing in defense of others is juetl
fiable, when the slaye r- ill in the presence of those in whose
defense he ki lls, and not otherwise. Counsel cannot contend.
and does not. that th e men on Semina ry Hill, in the Hotel
Arnold and the Hotel Avalon were in the presence of the men
in the I. W. W. hall.

"So the men on the hill an d in those hotels were not act ing
lawfully when they shot in defense of the men inside the hall.
because they were not in their presence : nor can the)' claim
tha t they shot out of the building, beca use they were not insi de
the building.

"we've p roved deliberate murder or killing. The)' seek to
j ustif)' it on the ground of self-defe nse. The burden of proof
is upon them. The supreme court has Mid that you cannot kill
a man lIimply because he hall threatened you. Wh.a t ill there
in the en tire record, gi"ing their proof the most favora ble eon
at ructfon, wh ich pro\"l"fI that Grimm committed an evert act
or ever made a move against the hall or toward calT)'i ng out
any purported threats?"

Ruled J udge Wilson: "There ill noth ing in the tesflmony
which places Gr imm in attendance, or convicts h im of even
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attempting to do anyone any harm, and this is gl\..ng the
defense the benefit of the doubL The court is of the opinion
that the evidence falls far short of being sufficient to show an
overt act on the part of Gr imm."

"Four or five-Then a Volley"

Defense witnesses were not lacking to testify that they saw
the Legionnaires rush the hall before they heard llho~wit

nesses of sound repu te-s-but in a lmOl<t every instance these
testified that the tiM shota they heard came in a rat tl ing volley,
whereas it had been demonstrated that (our or fin scatter ing
shob, with an ensuinR' lull. preceded the fusillade. It was a t
these first ebote that the uniformed marchers, back from the
field!; of actual war, realized the)" were under fire. Some
fled. others charg(.'('! direct ly towards the bullet-spittin R' doorway
of the ha ll itself.

F.,atunnlt Another F"..fCO

The ludicrous nature of much of the testimony advanced by
the defenge-c-laughable, indeed, had it not been cited to serve
so pernicious 8 purpose-c-Is again illust rated in the testimony
of a dozen witnesses who swore tha t civilian ma rchers carried
coils of rope, presumably for I. W. W. neckties. How fearsome
thill testimony sounded, what mystery it engendeeed-c-onfy to
be diss lpeted in laughter when P. H. McCleary, postmaster of
Centralia, and Ben H. Rhodes, called by the state in rebut tal,
testified that Hie)' ha d ea rrted rope-the fra)'ed f ragmentfl of a
hempen cord that aemeone had hitched tin cam to behind an auto,
to make a jO)'oulI noise on the festal day , The one had picked it
up and lashed it at the othe r, and 80 the two-s-both men of ad
vanced years and snowy hair-had played a t being boys as they
marched down the st reet , But while that r ope endured in
the testimony there wasn't an I. W. W. partisan but vowed
that it was sinis ter and ominous ,

Timothy the Lett«·Wril«
But the absolution of Warren O. Grimm W llII to come from

the defense itself, and, most fitfingly, from a gentleman of
the d oth, the Reverend Thomas T. Edmonds, of Seattle. a t
present without a parish. Where fly the stonny petrels of the
very la test new thought, where is lifW highet::t the harangue
of the revolutionary demagoJnle. there one should seek the
ministeria l miscreant who su llied his broadcloth and his eall
inlo!' on the witness stand at the Montel'JUlO trial, 88 that lurid
epic of j urisprudence drew to a dose.
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On the afternoon of Ma rch 5.
a fter a n Inte rval of humdrum
progress. t he I. W. W. eoUI1S('!
summo ned Dr . F.dmonds to the
stand. His name had been of
f requent mention in previous
testimon}', as one of the paid in
vestigators of the defense. a
witness-seeker , a zealot consum
ed with impersonal fire for ex
act j ustice. Qui te f requently
state counsel had pr icked the
defense with ca ustic reference
to Edmonds. T here was both
malice a nd pu rpose in th ose jabs
and gibes-for , of a ll t he motley
company of radieal adherents,
Cunningham and Abel most
dear ly desired to question the
dominie. And there he sat,
Vanderveer- smiled at him as at
a stellar pupil and elected
fri end. the Reverend T homas
T. Edmonds , to 1eI<t if}' for the
defendants. T he gibes had borne
the ir fruit. The defense had
broug ht fo rward its t rump
ca rd. it most excellent witness.

' ..... I

~; "
•

•

AblOlution of Grimm By tho: Enemy

Would you know wha t wo rd it wa ll tha t n r . Edmonds wrote
for v a noerveer 'e p ri vate r eading, a fte r he had mane thorough
Investjgatton of the Cent ralia a trai r_ wrote 8S II guide to the
conduct of the case a nd with particular re rerence to the policy
which must be purs ued toward the memory of war ren O.
Grimm '! wh e tever the propagandists rna)' tell yo u, there on
the stand , sh iftinjZ and twisting under a merciless lnterm gat lon,
the parishless parson confessed tha t he had penned this mls
s in to Vanderveer , under date of J a nua ry 4. 1920 :

"And while werren O. Grimm YOU not at this ti me Involved
in the raidi ng, the western la w of reaching for a gun. ( under
scored) or motions like that, should a ppl)·...

For more tha n a month this Hessia n of the I. W. W. had
com bed Centr a lia for evidence to implica te Grimm in aggres
sion, a nd had not found it . H is con t ri bu tion to th is cou nt ry
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and to j ustice, upon that failure to incriminate the dea d Legion
nair e, was t he suggestion to Vanderveer that a deliberate fa br ic
of t reacherous falsehood be woven on the witness stand. and that
shameless perjury be suborned to fasten upon Grimm the
onus of a t tack- Grimm, but a month or so back from the
bitterness and nostalgia of Siberia, with his wife and baby
wai ting for him when the parade should return, light-heart
edly going in soldierly pride t o death on the streets of his home
city.

Read, if your stomach is immune from nausea. this dialogue
of the courtroom , and picture the whi le that boastful "ser.
vant of God" who held the witness chair, dapper and voluble :

Abel : "When were you called as an invest igator for the
defense ?"

E dmonds : " In 1919. November, and I will say I believe it
was providential."

Abel : "Do 'the boys' call you 'Timothy?'"
("Timothy" was the s ignature to t he letter in the posses

sion of t he state. known to have been written by the charge
less elergyrnan.)

Edmonds: "They were not the ones who gave me that nick
name. It was Dr. Matthews, my friend. who gave me that."

Abel : " Did you write this letter on J anu ary 4 to Mr. Van
derveer. about t his case?" (The prosecutor thrust forward
the penned proof of Edmonds' perfidy.)

Vanderveer : "This is very dramatic, Mr. Abel: '
Abel : "Keep you r remarks to yourself !"
Edmonds: "Y-e-e-a," stammeringly.
v enderveer : "who is opening my mail and reading it ?"

(H is face suffused with angar.)
Abel : "You opened it !"
Edmonds : "I think the las t 1 know of it the let ter Wag

in my little grip:'
Vanderveer: " \Vhy is it tha t I didn't get the letter ?"

(Business of seml-apoplexy.]
Abel: "You got it , and those are you r notes on the back!"
Vanderveer : " The next t ime I will call tha t statement by

its r igh t name!"
Abel : "You may do so now: '

Vanclen'ee.-'. Cue In Timothy', Lenee

Glance at this admirable epistle. the causa of such tumult in
court. the contretemps of an otherwise dull afternoon-this
letter that gave the lie to the l. W. W. counsel and his star
witness and impeccable secret agent:
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"Dear Mr. Vanderveer: Please forgive the apparent assump
tion, but 1 want to relay to you what I felt W ag an inspirat ion
-in what I believe regarding the Centralia case.

"I.-It would be a line of defense, recognizing seemingly
palpable, otherwise unexplainable facts. an d 00 have the strength
of truth. .

"2.-1t would not r isk endangering a movement by recoil that
might COIlH'.

"3.-1t would furnish solid ground for an appeal to the
latent j usti ce and love for the persecuted in the average man.

"Briefly, to combine the pu blic defense of Lovej oy and
the remarkable tactics of J ohn Brown (aboliti onist martyrs)
who so shrewdly and conciously forced his legal defense to r ivet
the eyes of the country on the case. .

" I have obtained a library copy of 'Decisive Legal Battles
of the Country,' by Hill, who described the unimaginable ferocity
of public sentiment, local and general , and t he way in which
J ohn Bro w-n avoided the anti-climax proposed by his friends
and attorneys, pleading insanity, and swung sympathy to his
cause.

" If interested, will be glad to send it and other J . Brown
books to you.

"How the two cases-a-Lovej oy, who died defending him
self , and J ohn Brown, who boldly faced the issue and was
convicted- had tremendous historical sequences which no j ury
would lightly wish to assume.

"It st ri kes me that there are somewhat interesting legal
as well as oratorica l possibilities along this line; i. e., could
not the outside firing be finally admitted, with Wesley E. , Loren
Roberts and one or two others lnvolved. sas a soldier's attempt to
defend their r ights.--perhaps as legally indefensi ble as J ohn
Brown?

"With Br itt Smith defending his home, and all of them
actuated by fear for bodily harm, froin threats?

"And Elmer Smith and th e others not cognizant of any but
str ictly defensive war measures?

"And while Warren Grimm was not a t this time involved
in the r aiding, the western law of r aach lnz for a J,::"Un - (under
scored) ---or motions like that, should app ly.

"And surely there is a CID;e for constructive murder in
dictments , for the casual connection is positi ve and logical,
reaching to the commercial club.

"In other wor ds, could not Abe Lincoln's absolute honesty
be combined with your invincible attack?
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" Would not this course best
Ilu i t Britt Smith. et al !

"Would not a photograph of
the burned and batter ed condi
tion of the former raided hall
be helpful as an exhibit ?

" With hea rty congra tulations
for you victo ries already,

( Signed) 'TI MOTHY.' ''
Supply your own italics. The

interrogat ion of E dmonds was
sustai ned and thorough. In
every paragraph of the letter ,
writ ten with all dissembling
dismissed, he declared the haz
ardous an d indefensible plight
of the defendants and suggest
ed chicane r)' and perj ury as
their bulwark. How that letter
came into the hands of the state
is. a8 Kipling saye, quite an
ot her atoll" and immaterial to
the present narration.

Pll.le Cenenl ShO!l"ll\An'.
Nephew !

It i ll true that Edmonds,
lamely 1I1rugglinlor, asserted that
one ex-service man had told
him that he saw Grimm ma ke

• 1\ moti on ' like reaching for a
gun." But the s mooth defense invest fgator , queerly enough,
had fa iled to procure the testimony of th is s upe r-importa nt wit
ness, a nd recalled him only as a gar rulous individual who said
tha t "he w all the nep hew of General Shennan."

The epistolary phrase, "not involved in the raid a t this
t ime," refers-ina to Grimm, was sald b)' the witness to apply
to information he had received that Warren O. Gri mm was
a participant in a former raid on an I. W. W. hall in Cen
tral ia , on Apr il 18, 1918, and that he had been told Grimm
led on the r ioters, "danci ng like a dervish, a flag in each hand,
howling a t the top of his vo ice,"

It is well that ) "OU should kn ow where Grim m was on that
18th day of Apri l, 1918, when the pa r ishless preacher did
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not scruple to charge, that he raided a radical headquarters.
He was in his country's uniform, a t Palo Alto,. Cal ifornia, taking
hie marriage vows with the girl who was soon to be widowed
-the same who sat through the trial of her husband's murdere rs.
hearing his fond name blackened by moet unspeakable cal umny.

ReLuttaI T.."tin_., of the State

On March 8, a t the beginning of the seventh week of the
t r ial , the sta te opened its case in rebuttal. It had before it the
task of refuti ng the testimony of the defense concerning the
alleged attack upon the 1. W. W. hall before the tiring began,
and the "lunacy " of Loren Roberta, all well as the disposal of
various minor mis-statements and the plain an d fancy fabrica
tions of certain witnesses called b)' Vanderveer. State counsel
turned to rebuttal testimony with confidence born of certainty
in t he justice of their cause and the lrut h and candor of their
witnesses,

Not ur-t it the paradera were under fire., with the wh iz of
bullets in thei r ears. and with the windows of the I. W. W.
hall burst ing to the blast of ri lle fire. did Legionnaires break
ranks in Centralia 's Armistice Day pageant. More than two
score of clean-cut youthful veterans, man)' of them in the unl
fonns the)' wore overseas, together wfth maJl)' civiliall8, testified
to that fact in rebut tal for the state. Though defense counsel
assailed them ...vith caustic eeoss-exam rnet ton in no instance
.....1\8 their testimony shaken.

Three Men Back From Flanders

Then came to the stand three ex-service men who did rush
the hall-after the firin lol' began- a t ri o that gai ned the deadly

• portals of th e rookery itself in a desperate and foolhardy attempt
to carry reprisa l to the lurking enemy. And their nerratlves,
as those of thei r comrades, calmly sustai ned the thru llts of the
I. W. W. attorney a nd were intact and unrefuted .....hen the)'
left the stand. They were E ugene ("Dutch") Pfi tzer, of Che
halis, Loren Steypna, of Centralia. an d Elden Roberts, of Port,
land, Th('S(' three akme, of a ll that long parade line. charged
direetl)- a t the hall when first the ranks well! under fire. " Dutch"
Pfitzer, for hill reckless gal lantry, took a bullet through the
forearm. Hi s testimony so closel)' parallels that of his two
comrades and fellow witnesses that it SUffi Cffi for the purpose of
setting forth the facts.

Pfitzer tes ti fied tha t he was in the second platoon, and that
the parade was in fonnation when the shooting began. Some
one near him cried out that the "wobblies" well! firi nll' into
the ranks . Pfitzer, with France in his memory, t urned and
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r aced for the hall-as thousands of American lads charged.
single-handed, the enemy machine-gun nests of Flanders, and
Chateau-Thierry and the Argonne forest. He testified that he
set his foot to the door and that in the same instant the win
dow-panes crashed to the blast of bullets. At his side were
Stevens and Roberts.

With the whine of the missiles in his ears, Pfttzer turned
to take cover. It was then that he was shot in the lef t arm,
the bullet traversing it from elbow to wrist. The wound par
alyzed the arm, so that he could not hold it out from his body.
Gripping it acl"Oli~ his stomach he went down the street. It
was this gesture which opened the lane of false defense testi
mony regarding the Legionnaire wounded near the hall, in
an attempt to make it appear that Pfitzer was Grimm, hit in
the abdomen.

" I did not charge the hall until I fo und out that the 'wobblies'
were shooti ng at us," testified Pfitzer, " I never heard of any
raid."

"Why did you run for the hall ?" was the sneering query
of Vanderveer, professing doubt that sacrificial bravery is other
than a myth.

" I thought th e shooting was coming from there," was the
somewhat astonished reply of "Dutch," as though the quest ion
were superfluous.

As for the score of Legionnaires, members of the parade
line , who testified regarding the firi ng and th e attack, this
is the comprehensive substance of their testimony : That the
ranks were in fonnation when the firing opened, and that
the firing preceded any movement toward the hall or any
break in the line, whatsoever. That from two to five shots rang_
out, with an ensuing lull, an d then the air was keen with the
flight of a volley. They broke and ran for cover .

Another Lie Pinned and Writhing
Throughout the trial, in his attempt to int ro duce alleged

evidence and testimony that a commercial ecnspl racy aj,l'Rinst
the I. W. W. burgeoned in slaughter , Vanderveer had charged
distinctly that F. B. Hubbard, president of the E astern Rail,
way & Lumber Company of Centralia, was the leader of this
cit izens' movement, and that he in person was present in Cen
t rali a during the tragedy, enraged to the point of madness by
the miscarriage of his plans. Witnesses for the defense had
sworn that they saw and conversed with H ubbard in the hours
immediately following the ambuscade. Hubbar d might well
have been enraged, for it was his nephew, Ernest Dale Hub
bard, who died at the vicious muzzle of Everest's pistol-but
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H ubbard was not in Centralia on that day, The attemp t so to
Involve him was but part a nd parcel of the blatantly ir respon
sible a nd perjured methods of the defense.

A. 1... Wea ver , a ud ito r of the Hold Portland, Portla nd, Ore.,
s upported b). other testi mony, p roved through the hotel records
tha t F. B. H ubbard was a guest at the Portland on Annis tiee
Da)· a nd that he did not return to Cent ralia until the followi nll
morning-s-broken a nd swollen-eyed f rom the sorrow that had
come to him in the death of his nephew.

GhouIa Will Be Ghoula
Another pru rien t, fetid falsehood was bared by state witnesses

in the impeachment Q.f the previous testimony of John Pa tter
son, defense witness, who had asserted that he stood at the
corner of the va riety store , just north of the I. W. W. ha ll,
and 8A W the body of Arthur McEl f rt'Sh borne away from the
door to be placed almost a t his feet. What g hou lish master
mind conce ived this perju ry , when a ll Centralla kn ew that
McElfresh, poor lad, dropped in his t racks as he ran for cover ,
not towa rd the ha ll, but away from it ? Was the defense even
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then preparing to forestall, in the Grimm case, the possibility of
re-arrest an d prosecution for the murder of McElfresh, if the
j trry free d the defendants? Supply your own 81l8Wer.

Ruth Godfrey, 15, red-cheeked and dressed in plaid gingham,
testified that her home "is j ust across the road" from the Pat
terson residence, and tha t on the morning of November 12 she
was in Patterson's home. He bad returned but a few moments
before from a night in the city jail, where he bad been swept
when posses raked the city for I. W. W. sympathizers. Ruth
testified tha t this was the conversation between husband and
wife.

"John, what did they do to you?" asked Mrs. Patterson.
"They didn't do anything to me, because I didn' t see any

thing," answered Patterson.
J . A. Pollock, another of Patterson's neighbors . testified that

shortly after Armlat tce Day he talked with Patterson and that
the substance of t he conver sation was as follows :

" I'm very SOIT)' to hear tha t you're mixed up with those
I. W. W.... said P ollock.

" I didn't start down town ' ti ll after two o'clock," had been
Patterson's reply. " I got as far as the Randall Hotel. .My
little girls were with me, and they got scared, so 1 turned and
bea t it for home."

The Randall Hotel is far north of the var iety stor e and the
I. W. 'V. hall , where Patterson had testified he stood and
watched the removal of the dead Legionnaire. Unshaken by
cross-examination was the testimony of both Ruth Godf rey
and P ollock.

"Leeee Robert. b Sane"

Remaining f or state rebuttal was the plea of lunacy in the
instance of Loren Roberts. defendant, slayer of McE lfr esh. An
alienist for the defense had sworn that, in his opini on, Roberts
was suffer ing f rom dementia praecox and had cited characterist ic
delusions. Vanderveer had told court. j ury and reporters that
Loren Roberts was insane, and that he, his counsel. fear ed
attack and bodily harm from the demented defendant. And
throughout this fa rce the prisoner had smiled as imbeciles do.
At the conclusion of rebuttal testi mony the smile was to fade.
succeeded by the thoughtful gravity of one who realizes tha t
his plea is f utile an d his hope downcast. Of the hundreds who
heard the final verdict, when he was held to be insane, none
could have been more astonished than "Grand Mound" Roberts.
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I"Roberts is sane." Five alien,
tete so testified for the state
after close observance of the
prisoner , and after chats with
him in pr iva te examinat ions.
They were Dr. William House,
of Portland, an internationally
noted authority on mental and
nervous diseases ; Dr. J . F . Cal
breath, of Portland, former
chief of t he Oregon state hos
pital for insane ; Dr. E. R. Ahl
man, of Hoquiam. Washington ;
Dr . L. L. Goodnow. of Aber,
deen, Washington ; and Dr . Lee
A. Sceee, of Centralia , Wash
ington. Each of these- physi
cians declared absolute convic
tion that t he delusions of Ro
ber ts were palpably feigned.

To Dr. Ahlman the prisoner
had said, at a third interview,
tha t he knew that Vanderveer
was defending him, tha t there
was no doubt but that the de
fendants would be acqu itted on
the ground of self-defense, and
that no malign influ ences were
t roubling him. and that Vander
veer was the one man he must
trust.

Roy Inmon an d J. B. Cooper, j ailers of Grays Har bor county
prison, testified that Roberts had appeared ent irely rational dur
ing the many weeks he had been under their charge. and as
ser ted their belief that his mentality was normal and his delu
sions shammed.

Where Was Eugene &mett ?

In rebut tal a ttack upon the at tempted alibi for Eugene
Bar net t , the state brought forwar d witnesses who declared that
the defendant had given th em va rying accounts of his where
abouts duri ng the fir ing, and t ha t he had not sai d he was seated
in the lobby of the Roderick hotel- the clai m upon which his
alibi rested. One rebut tal witness testi fied that Barnett had
told him that he stood before the hotel when th e fir ing began.
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Another testified that he had
entered the Roderick, at the
time Barnett had sworn he was
there, and that the defendant
was not present. And one, J .
D. Jones , fanner, to whom Bar
nett talked of t he tragedy on
his way home to Kopiah, swore
tbat the defendant had given
this version of the affray:

"When the soldiers halted,
the 'wobblies' though t they were
going to raid the hall-and then
the shoot ing started."

P reston McDonald, in the
posse which captured Barnett,
as he crouched behind a log on
a brushy hillock near his home,
r ifle at ready, testified that the
prisoner t old him that he sat
in the lobby of the Avalon Hote l
throughout the firing. It was,
indeed a badly scrambled alibi.

A ctivity of One "Labor Juror"
The status of the pseudo

"Labor J ury" s tood revealed at
the close of the case for the de
fense, in sur-rebutta l, when
Vanderveer called to the stand
E. W. Thrall, one of the " labor

j urors," to testify in a last a ttempt to pr ove that F. R Hub
bard, alleged head of the purpor ted commercial conspiracy
against t he L W. W., was in Centralia on Ar mistice Day . The
impa rtial and dis interested attitude-save the mark---of th i~

"labor juror" was demonstra ted when the state forced him to
admit tha t he had, while ostensibly relaying to organized labor
an unprejudiced opinion of the facts, busied his spare hours in
recruiti ng witnesses for the defense.

I.
I

:1

I,

With this las t exposure of the unprincipled character of the
defense, the taking of evidence and testimony came to a close,
on March ll-just four months from the day on which Cen
t ra lia wit nessed the savage butchery of her sons. Seven
long weeks of trial, fraught with constant contest and str uggle,
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had been consumed in disentangling the weave of treacherous
intrigue that had eulminated in scarcely more than seven seconds
of deadly rifle-fire.

Judge WiUon to the Jury

On :March 12 J udge J ohn :M. Wilson delivered his instruc
tions to the j ury. They were ably and thoroughly couched in
language so clearly expounding the facts and the law that none
could misread them, unless willfully. And through the court's
charge, as though a giant lens were held above the shifting colors
of testimony and the mass of evidence, one saw that the case of
the defendants was without comfort-that ranged in the pris
oners' dock sat ten men in the very shadow of that bitter tree
which bears dead murderer s for fruitage.

"You are instructed," sa id J udge Wilson, "that any person,
or persons, has or have the right to defend himself, or them
selves, or thei r property, from actual or threatened violence,
and to that end to arm themselves; but this r ight does not go
to the extent of stat ioning armed men in outside places for the
purpose of shooting the persons f rom whom violence, real or
appa rent, is expected.

"If you find that any two or more of the defendants, in the
manner and form and at the time charged in the information,
planned to defend the I. W. W. hall or the property therein, by
the stationing of armed men in the Avalon Hotel, the Arnold
Hotel, and on Seminary Hill , for the purpose of shooti ng f rom
t hose points, the placing of such men and the shooting from
outside points would not be lawful acts.

"And if you find that any two or more of the defendants
so planned, and any two or mor e of the defendants carried out
such plan, and as a natural, neeensary or probable result thereof
Warren O. Grimm was shot and killed , then such killing would
be unl awful and would be murder.

Further interpreting this instruction. Judge wilson advised
the jury that a conspiracy may be establi shed by circumstantial
evidence as well as by fact, whether the identity of the indi vidual
who committed the act be established or not.

" If the jury believes in this case," said J udge Wilson, "be
yond reasonable doubt that the defendant s, or any of them,
conspired and agreed together, or with others, to do an unlaw
ful act, or a lawful act by unl awful mean s, and that in furthe r
ance of the common design , and by a member of such consp iracy,
War ren O. Grimm was killed. then these defendants, whom

,

I
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the jury believes were parties
to such conspiracy, are guilty
of the mur der of Warren O.
Grimm, whether the identity of
the individual doing the killing
be established or not, and
whether such defendants were
present at the t ime of the ki ll
ing or not.

"You are instructed," said
Judge Wilson, " tha t while the
law requires, in order to find
a ll the defendants guilty, that
the evidence should prove be
yond a reasonable dou bt that
they a ll acted in concert in the
commission of the crime charg
ed, st ill it is not necessary that
it should be positively proved
that a ll met together and
agreed to commit the crime;
such concert may be proved by
circums tances, and if f rom the
evidence the jury is satisfied be
yond a reasonable doubt that
the defendants a re guilty, they
should find them guilty,"

lIad the court in mind the
memory of certain shady testf-
mony for the defense, diver s

wit nesses whose faces were the transparencies of untruth, when
he issued an instruction covering the cre dib ility of witnesses ?
For the court charged the j urors to take into consideration, in
weighing testimony, the manner of witnesses on the stand, their
candor and their intelligence, and to g ive cr ed it accor dingly.
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At 10 :]5 o'clock on the night of March 12 the case went to
the jury, Arguments of state and defense had thrown but
little additiona l light upon the circumstances of the cr ime and
its trial- for the t rend of evidence and testimony had focused
so closely upon the certai nty of gu ilt that a ll who had followed
the case were agreed that the deliberations of the jurors would
be comparat ively brief. It had become of general knowledge
that at least two of the jur ors were of radical adherence,
and possibly anothe r shar ed kindred views. But confidence in
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the staun~h Americanism of the remainder led to the prediction
that v~rd lcts o~ first degree murder for all, with the possible
exception of MIke Sheehan, would speedily be returned. And
the instructions of the court lef t no other course open save that
of conviction in the first degree or of acquittal, for pr oof of
conspiracy and concert, essent ia l to conviction, ha d been offered
in conclus ive abundance, an d remained uncontroverted. And
if a murderer conspires it follows, logically an d as a metter-or,
cour se, that he premeditates-s-end premeditated murder is none
other t han murder in the first degree.

"BefOl"e Your Cl>'mtry and Your God"
"For five long days," said Prosecutor Abel, in his closing ad

dress to the j ury , "we dared the defense to prove that Warren
0, Grimm was anywhere near the I, W. W. hall. Finally counsel
was absolutely dr iven to t he wall--and then came the perjure d
testimony, the testimony that was untrue !

"The I, W. W. organization is not a shield for murderers.
Behind the shield of that organization no man may sa)' that he
can shoot down a t will peaceful men in the street.

"You understand, gentlemen, that what was done that day
was intended. The killing of Grimm was willful murder. There
can under no circumstances in this case be a verdict of murder
in t he second degree.

"Counsel for the defense tells you th at he has for years
fought the battles of the underdog. I'm not so sure about that.
I'm not so sure that he hasn't been fighti ng the battles of the
vicious, of the disloyal, the criminal. I'm not sure but that his
voice has been rai sed more often in defense of t reason than of
right !

" I want you to remembe r. you jurors. that there are other
people besides these defen dants who are Interested in this case.
Sha ll we say t hat the widow of w arren O. Grimm and her lit tle
daughter are not interested ? Shall we say that Grimm could be
slaughtere d in his un iform. in the broad light of day, and that
a thing so cr uel as that could go unpuni shed?

"All that we ask is justice. and we do say. in dealing j ustice,
these men will every one be convicted of murder in the first
degree. Before your country and before your God you can
find no other verdict !"

"I Find No Fault In Thia Man"
And Cunningham, easy, persuasive. e loquent, forceful, he!d

forth to the jury the participation of each defendant in the lund
events of Armistice Day, analyzing the share each bore, as shown
by the testimony and evidence. Concerning the lunacy plea
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of Loren Roberts the prosecutor told the j urors that it was
too t rivial to argue-s-const it uting a matter upon which t heir
minds already must have attained fixed conclusions.

"So interested was the Reverend Timothy E dmonds in truth
and j ustice," said P rosecutor Cunningham, "that he devised a
plan whereby these men would be acquitted. One of the most
humorous features of this case is that the very plan, proposed
by the frock-coated preacher, has been followed by the defense.
I do not charge tha t counsel accepted it-it was merely the queer
meeting of two great minds.

"What did Edmonds find, with respect to Grimm, after 35
days ' investigation? That, " Grimm was not a t this time involved
in rai ding."

" If these defendants are f reed as gu iltless, such action will
mean that good government in the United States is at an end.
It will mean anarchy and red murder, such as I saw on the
streets of Centralia , on the 11th day of November, 1919."

Vanderveer to the Red Juror
Vanderveer had the appearance of weariness, body and soul

- the listless apathy of a lost eause-c-when he spoke to the jury.
The passionate plea and exhortation for which the audito rs
waited was not lifted. The fires of his enthusiasm had deadened
to ash. He tol d the jurors that evidence and testimony had been
introduced to show that the rush preceded the a ttack, he
declared that the I. W. W. acted solely in self-defense, he quoted
a homely adage to the effect that a kicked dog \\;11 turn and
bite- but the zest of battle was gone from his tone. And at the
end of his address he launched one meaningful wa rning to j urors
whose identity was best known to himself . F or he spoke as
one radical speaks to another, bidding them stand fast, whatever
transpi red in the j ury room.

" Do not be influenced by your cowar dice," urged Vander
veer. " If you haven't the courage to do what I am doing,
then never again pretend to believe in this cause."

F rom the mouth of defense counsel came this testimony, that,
known to him, there sat as j urors certain men who were allied
with the cause of radical ism and who had falsified under oath
when the}' took their places in the panel.

The Abortive rant vet'dio:t

The j ury slept upon it . They rose and breakfasted. The
interest of a nat ion-and the peculia r Interest of those who
seek its downfall---centered in that isolated, lonely j ury r oom
on the upper floor of Grays Harbor courthouse. The air was
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pregnant with event f u l promise . And then, almost in t ime
for dinner, the j urors reached their first conelusion, notified
the cou rt that they were agreed, and filed solemnly into the
j udicia l presence. They bore with them an abor tive document
th a t found Eugene Barnett a nd J ohn Lamb gu ilty of murder in
the third degree, or mans laughter, a verdict incompatible with
the laws of Washington a nd unacceptable by the court. P la in ly
the jurors had disregarded the specific instruct ions of the court,
had sought to evade responsibili ty and rancor, and had cowered
un der dread of the I . W. W.- vengefu l a nd terrible. In th is
first ve rdict, as in the final, the j ury found Loren Roberts to be
insa ne, and the ethe r defendants to be guilty of murder in the
second degree. J udge Wilson ordered the j ury to return and
res ume its deliberations.

A Verd;d That Suited None

Two hours later the fina l verdict was returned, as follows :
Gu ilty of mu rder in the second degree-Br itt Smith , O. C.

Bland, Ray Becke r , J ames Mclnerney, J ohn Lamb, E ugene Ba r
nett and Bert Bland.

Acquit ted-Mike Sheehan and Elmer Smith.
Insa ne and Irresponsible-c-Loren Rober ts.
"A hell of a verdict a nd a hell of a jury !" is sa id to have

been the comment of one of the convicted men.



70 CENTR ALIA- TRAGEDY AND TR IA L

It was. Grays Harbor county and the entire Pacific North.
west declared it an impossible, monstrous miscarriage of jus
t ice. Both state and defense were agreed, for the once, t ha t
but one of two verdicts could logically have been returned
gu ilt in the first degree, or acquit tal. And local belief declared
that unworthy fear of I. W. W. reprisals, together with a des ire
also to placate public sent iment , led that incomprehens ible j ury
toward a verdict which its members considered 8 compromise.

Later it was to be known that t wo juro rs were violently
r adical , and that a th ird favored their a t titude-these three
holding out for acquittal. Nine Americans, therefor e, against
their own belief in the extreme gu ilt of the accused, permitted
the prej udiced opinion of openly avowed radicals to force them
into a shameful and illogical decision, Let their own conecl
ences walk with them to keep this fact forever in mind, For
they, as j urors, in the most important case with which American
ism has been concerned since the bomb out rage in San Francisco ,
deliberated for a lesser number of hours than is customary in
the settlement of hog stealing lit igat ion and farm boundary
disputes,

"For the Murde!' of MeElfresb"
On information charging them with the murder of Arthur

McElf reRh, even as the}' walked out to freedom, Mike Sheehan
and Elmer Smith were re-arrested as the)' lef t the cour troom,
The}' are now at liberty under bail, and the t ime of their t r ial
is unfixed and nebulous-at liber ty as the Homer ic heroes of
the reds, Pr osecutor Allen, of Lewis county, has vowed that
the charge will be pressed.

Sentence Upon the Seven

On Apr il 5, at Montesano, Judge Wilson pa ssed sentence
upon the seven convicted men, decreeing that each shall serve
from 25 to 40 years in the Washington state penitent iary at
Walla \Valla--a firm and ri ghteous sentence under t he lenient
ver dict of the j UI"}' , Vanderveer has served notice that he will
appeal the case. Per haps. But there is a likelihood that the
I. W. W. defender is secretly content, and roundly amazed
at the escape of his clients from the noose itself. He has filed
affidavits of prej udice against one of the j urors , alleging that
this man declared. upon learning of the Centralia murder s, that
the slayers should be hanged. Unhappy and unworthy fellow
- if so he spoke-to have ventured an assertion with which all
America was ringing. To have dared to utter a patriot's
opinion.
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The Truth About Montesano

Radicalism once issued a brochure entitled "The Truth
About Centralia:' It issued from a printery that later was
raided by Federal officers seeking alien revolutionists-whom they
~ound ther~. And from the pedestal of the shining goddess,
In whose light all men must walk if the world go forward. it
was more remote than pole from pole. But these facts which
have been set forth in the foregoing pages are literally the truth
about Cent ralia and Montesano, the cause and the effect; the
sanguinary crime and its punishment.

There are those who 'will say it is propaganda. So it is
but it is the propaganda of truth and the records will bear it out.
Upton Sinclair . briJIiant and embittered intellectualist, defender
of the I. W. W. faith, has said. in "The Brass Check," that Ameri
can journalism is putrid to the heart, that it is in the chains
of capital, a wiUing and mendacious helot. He has charged
that the "capitalistic press" lied when it told the story of Cen
tralia. The Sincla ir attack is as zealously misdirected and futile
as are the vocal aspirations of the terrier that bays at the moon.
The fact is that it was the radical press that lied-both of
Centralia and Montesano.

One test-though there are hundreds---of the misrepresen
tation and suppression of truth in the Montesano tr ial. on
the part of the radical newspapers, is that of the narration of
the testimony of the Reverend Timothy Edmonds. In the st aff
correspondence of the Seattle Union Record, paladin of the
defense. appeared no mention of the incriminating letter writ
ten by Edmonds and admitted by him on the witness stand
the letter that absolved Warren Grimm from blame. The ac
count of the st aff correspondent, on the contrary, cleverly sought
to portray portions of the courtroom dialogue as showing that
Edmonds defeated and discomfited the prosecution. Let this
charge stand-s-by the files of the various radical publications
printing accounts of the trial, in comparison to the cour t recor~s,
it may be proved that deliberate distortion was the fixed policy
of the red publicist. when he did not entirely omit the testimony
and evidence prejudicial to the men on trial. Proof to the con
trary is challenged. but the challenge never will be caught up.

The staff correspondents of metropolitan dailies, and the
r epresentatives of news service associations, on the other hand;
were almost meticulous in their endeavor to portray the exact
facts of the trial, crediting defense as wen as pros~ution with
the points in testimony or argument. The s.ymp~thles or pre
judices of the individual reporters were restrained m the presen-
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tation of the news. These men knew the charges that would
be laid against them if they deviated. Their respective news
papers were responsible to the public for the truth. That trust
was kept.

Have You a 'Wobblie" In Vour Town?

A word about Centralia. The defense declared that there
existed a commercial conspiracy to rout the I. W. W. from
the city. Of such there was no proof in the t r ial, nor does this
review concer n itself with the accuracy or falsity of the
statement. The defendants were on trial for the murder of
Warren O. Grimm, and even perjury did not serve to link
him with alleged hostility and intrigue against the radicals. But
if there did exist a purpose to evict the 1. W. W., whose voice
will be raised to say that t hese unwelcome civic tenants should
remain ? Remember well that Cent ralia, as all the Pacific North
west, had seen her sons march off to war and death. while at
home this very organization obstructed the draft. practised
sabotage in the delay of producti on, committed a myriad cloaked
and treasonable acts. and sought to delay and impede righteous
progress of our war with Germany.

These are the same men who seek the shield and shelter
of American institutions when justice cries a halt. And such
as these were the men, misguided and blinded. spurred on by
lurid press and flaming oratory, who fired into the Centralia
Armistice Day parade. The facts convict them of wilful murder,
and the jury so held. Established indisputably, whatever rumors
may have spur red the I. W. W. fear, is the tr uth that the march
ing Legionnaires did not attack until fired upon, and that four
lives were sacr ificed because radicalism had taught the creed
of bloody violence.

Orators and Dragon's Teeth

Hatred against these men as individuals should be reproved
and restrained. As individuals there were those among them,
had destiny shaped another course, who might well have been
honored as citizens and friends. And punishment f or their
cr ime r ises above mere personality-it should st r ike. through
t he individual, at the slaver ing beast which incited and encour
aged them to cr ime, the organization known as the Industrial
Workers of the World. Not blood-thirst dictated t hat these
men should suffer condign punishment. It was the safe ty of
the commonwealth it self which cr ied out for such a sentence as
would serve notice that America is done with treason at home.

I

I
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When Americans hear the plaza orator pour out his vitr iol.
as he does. the smile of tolerance should fade and never re
appear. For the scored and ensanguined seeds he sows are
the same dragon's teeth from which Centralia reaped her
harvest of most lamentable death.

i
J
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Address of

Nationa l Commander Franklin D'Olier at the

Grave of Warren 0 , Grim m

Centralia , Washington, August 10, 1920

" I come t o Centralia today in a double role, as national com
ma nder of the American Legion, and also as a p lain American
citizen , but with the single purpose cf paying homage to the
memory of fou r men who died E.S truly in the service of t heir
coun try as thouch t hey had actually f allen on the battlefields
of F rance. Officia lly, I come here as t o the sh rine of the Ameri
can Legion hallowed by our fi rst martyrs, beca use Centralia will
mean to t he Legion what Bunker Hill , Gettysburg and Chateau
Thierry mean t o our nation. At these places the spir it of
America met the enemy and triumphed. Here in Centralia the
spirit of the American Legion likewise met the enemy of our
nation and tr iumphed.

"Nine months ago, the first anniversary of the signing of the
armistice here in this town, a murderous blast was fired into
the ranks of parading Legionnaires. The event is t oo close for
us t o appraise it. but we a re beginning t o appreciate the sign i
ficance of Centralia. 'Vet who were delegates t o the first con
vention of the American Legion at Minneapolis. r ecall the dram-
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atic tenseness when the news was received. The ink was scarce
ly dry on the words of the preamble of the constitution of the
American Legion. pledging ourselves to uphold and defend the
Constit ution of our country. to make right the master of might,
to maintain law and order and to transmit to posterity the prin
ciples of justice, freedom and democracy when the Legion men
of Centralia proved how sincere was their stand for law and
order . It was Centralia's sor row to bear the tragedy, but it
was Centralia's honor to show how lofty were the ideals of the
ex-service men and how sacred the ir pledges.

"These four men, War ren O. Grimm, Dale Hubbard, Arthur
McElfresh and Ben Cassagranda, died as heroically as though
the)" had made the supreme sacrifice over there. They \....ill be
the beloved martyrs of the Amer ican Legion, and it is not
what we say today, but rather what we do tomorrow, that will
show how truly we appreciate the great sacr ifice made by our
fa llen brothers in arms.

"And so it is fitt ing t hat here today we should renew our
pledge of patriotism and law and order and thus sene notice
upon the forces of anarch)' that over 4,000,000 ex-service men
who fought and defeated the foe wit hout our borders are now
sworn together to fight to the death the foe within. who would
do injury to our sacred institutions. Our inspiration shall be
our beloved martyrs and the restraint shown by our outraged
comrades, and by dedicating ourselves anew to the defense of our
flag and all that it means, a defense in fai r play and justice. we
shan thus prove t hat our comrades sha ll not have died in vain,"

•
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The Americanism Program of the
American Legion.

By NATIONAL COMMANDER F. W. GALBRAITH, JR.

The r esolution adopted at Minneapolis by the first national
convention of the American Legion authorizing the cr eat ion of
the National Americanism Commission of the American Legion
sets forth the aims of that body in these words:

"The establishment and conduct of a continuous, construc
tive, educational system designed to:

"1. Combat all anti-American tendencies, activities and
propaganda;

"2. Work for the education of immigrants, prospective
American citizens and alien residents in the principles of Ameri
camsm;

"3. Inculcate the ideals of Americanism in the citizen popu
lation, par-ticularly the basic American principle that the interests
of all the people are above those of any so-called class or sect ion ;

"4. Spread throughout the nation information as to the real
nature and principles of American government;

"5. F oster the teaching of Americanism in all schools."

The program there set forth may be compressed into two
phases :

First-The problem sur r ounding immigration-the making
of Americans of the a r riving and newly arrived residents of
America from other shores .

Second- The "domestic" problem-the making of Americans
of unassimilated aliens who are in America but not of it, and all
other individuals and groups wh o for one reason or another
seem to have failed to appreciate the fact that the form of
government under which this nation has grown great is the
form under which it must grow greater .

The Legion's Americanism Commission was organized by and
until the recent convention at Cleveland functioned under the
gui dance of Arthur w oods, of New York. With virtually no
resources it has made a splendid beginning at its vital and stu
pendous task. The Comm ission is now in the process of recrgani-
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zation and shortly will enla rge greatly the scope of its activity.
It is my hope and belief that means will be found to enlist the
co-operat ion of various other organizations whose aim is common
with ours. There must be co-or dinat ion. There must be a dis
tribution of work that will eliminate dup lication of effor t.
Specific tasks must be assigned t o specific bodies who are best
constituted t o deal wi th the situat ions in question. These are
basic considerations which must guide us or we will not scratch
the sur face.

The fundamentals to which shall adhere in the matter of im
migration are selection, assimilation, r ejection.

By select ion the Legion proposes that the United States, being
a sovereign nation, shall exe rcise more str ingently its right to
say who shall and who shall not take up residence and cit izen
ship within our gates. There is need for more r igorous stand
ards governing the adm ission of aliens. Too many that come
are simply good riddance for the country f rom whence they came.
\Ve should inquire more painst akingly into the history and ante
cedents of those who come to live among us. If they are desir
able let them come and be Americans. If not, shut the door.

By assimilation the Legion proposes a method by which the
newly arrived may become an integral part of Amer ica. The
Legion proposes to stat ion its agents at the ports of debar kation.
These Leg-jon bu reaus will r eceive roster s of incoming immi
grants which shan g ive the destination of each. A Legion com
mi ttee in t he local post where these aliens settle wi ll extend the
hand of welcome to these selected newcomers; the committee will,
according to fo rms lai d down, help t he newcomers to appreciate
the advantages of life in Amer ica and star t them on the highroad
which leads to American citizenship in fa ct as well as name.

American Legion members will be the alien's f riend, confidant,
defender and critic. They will help him get a job, help him
learn English, set tle his grievances, explain his diff icultie s, show
him how to make use of librar ies, playgrounds, schools and other
community benefits. They will not tell h im how to vote, how to
worship or how to think. They will respect his opinions as a
man, providing he respects America's opinions as expressed in
our f orm of government.

B~' ej ection t he Legion proposes t hat we shall r eserve to our
selves the r ight to send back to the land from whence he came,
any alien who fails to respond to the assimila t ion process. It
must be understood that an alien comes here on probation. If he
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does not measure up, if it is apparent that after sufficient time he
is not on the way to reel Americanism, out he should go.

Then th ere are the millions already admitted to residence and
some to citizenship who need Americanizing. Some, indeed, were
born here. what sha ll Americanization mean to them ?

The ans wer varies. \Vith some it will be purely a problem of
assimilation to be gone about by the same way we propose to go
about assimilating the newly arrived. With others the destruc
t ion of preconceived a nd false ideas must precede the const ructive
work. This means education. It means also the eliminat ion of
the cause ; the deportation of these radical firebrands who prey
on the ignorance of the aliens and implant in their minds false
conceptions of American institutions before the alien has had the
opportunity to learn the truth.
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T HE I. W . W . AND IT 'S
TEACH INGS.

.... ......................................................................................................-;

I
•!

Nothing So D amns the I. \Y. W. O rgan iza
tion as It' s OWI1 Literature. No

Com men t is Necessary; the
Following Speaks

for Itself.

Preamble to the COnatitutiOD of the IndU&b'ial Worken of the World

" The working class .and the employing class have nothing in
common. Between these two classes a st ruggle must go on until the
workers of the world organize as a class, take possession of t he
earth and the machinery of production, and abolish the wa ge system,

" Instead of the conservat ive motto, 'A fair day's wage for a
fair dey's work,' we must inscr ibe on our ba nner the revolut iona ry
watchword, 'Abolition of t he wage system.'

" B)' organizing indust rially we are f orming the st r uctur e of
the new society wi t hin the shell of the old."

Quo bot ion. from J. W. W. Public:ations

" If the I. W. W. had the power to ma ke good we might depend
entirely on direct action. All we need is the power to make good ."

-Qne B ig Union Mont hly . (I. W. W.) . Sept. , 1919. :
" We are building the new societ y wi thin the shell of the old. :

where the General E xecutive Board of the I. W. W. shall si t , t her e !
shall be the nation's capitol."-lVhy J oin 300. I. W. W. publication,
Seattle, Wa sh.

"Unlike t he trade unions, the I. W. W. organizes always "..ith
a view to the ultimate revolution. The existing parliamentary
government will crumble into uselessness. The existing industria l
unions w ill become the sup reme national power." - Th e Industr ial
Comm ission of the I. W. W.- By H. L. Varney.

"As a r evolut ionar y organization the Indust r ial Workers of the
World a ims to use a n)' and a ll tact ics that will get the results
sour;ht with the least expenditure of time and ener -gy. The taettcs
used are determined solely by the power of the organization to make
good in their use. The question of 'right' a nd '\\TOng' does not
concern us."-The 1. W . W .- B)· Vincent S1. J ohn , I. W. W. writer.

"The I . W. W. opposes the institutions of the state." " Toward
the existence of the government, t he I. W. W. is openly hostile."
- The Industrial lVO?"ker, Spokane publication.

~......... ............................. ................................... ............... .....•... ..........
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