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tnore wildl:r· raged the mob of manufacturers. They 
n1anaged, iin fact, to i11timidate the government to such 
an extent that in 1835 it proposed to lower the limit of 
the age of .childhood from 13 to 12. In the rneantime 
the pressure from without gre'v n1ore threatening. 
Courage failed the House of Comrnotts. It refused to 
throw childre11 of 13 under the Jugger11aut Car of Capital 
for more than 8 hours a day, and the Act of 1833 came . 
into full operation, It ren1ai-ned unaltered ut1til June, 
1844. In t ihe te11 years durir1g 'vhicl1 it regulated factory 
work, first in part, and then entirely, the official reports 
of the factory inspectors teem with cotnplaints as to the 
i111possibility of puttir1g the Act into force . ._~ 

Marx goes on to sho'v that the mar1ufacturers in
v,ented a. '' rela)r S}~stem • ._ in accorda.11ce with the provi-
sioilS of the new law, b)~ which they could put children 
to work whenever the·r needed them at different times .. 
during the da:y~, with the understanding that the children 
should Il()t be worked 111ore than eight hours altogether. 
He contint1es c: ''In a great many of the factories the 
·old brutalities soor1 blossomed out again unpunished. In 
an interview \Vith the .Home Secretary (I 844) the factory 
inspectors den1onstrated the impossibility of any control 
.under the newly in·,rented relay system.·· 

Mean,vhile the unions began a vigorous agitation for 
a ten hour 'vork da)r, and the ''free traders,~' who were 
then \Vorl~ing for the repeal of the ''Corn Laws,'' 
promised in retur11 for the \Vorkers · support, to pass a 
ten hout· bill as so011 as free trade should be established. · 

In 1844 the I 2 hour dayT waq legalized in England, 
a11d finally, ~1fter desperate struggles, the Ten Hours' Act 
·came ir1to force l\iay I, 18~8. But jnst about that time 
·occurred the revolutior1 in Paris; th·e English workers' 
political and industrial movement that had sustained the 
agitatior1 for a sl1t1rter \Vork day went on the rocl~s of 
reactior1; a11d so tl1e en1ployers utterly disregarded the 
law. After reducing wages 25 per cent, the manufac
turers for t\VO years ur1til 1850 had a free hand and 
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knows how it is to be done'' ; nor does it, like Berger 
and other ''leading socialists'' proPose to ''buy out the 
capitalists'' or ''confiscate their property by taxation,'' 
or compete 'vith them by means of ''co-operatives,'' or 
depend upon illusive ''labor legislation'' as ''steps to
wards socialism.'' 

In clear and unmistal{able language, the I. W. W. 
Preamble points out the logical and necessary process by 
which the workers are to pave the \vay to, and finally 
arrive at, the goal of the Industrial Commonwealth: 

THE PROCESS OF TRANSFORMATION. 
''The army of production must . be organized.'' 

• 
What is the army of production? 
Does it consi~t of the workers in a given territory, 

such as the state of Illinois, the county of Cook, the 
municipality of Chicago? 

The army of production consists of the entire working 
class, grouped according to the t·orms and conditions of 
capitalist industry. It embraces, for example, the miners, 
not as an independent entity, but as an integral part of 
the whole body of the working class. Mining cannot 
be carried on by itself. Mining requires macl1inery and 
timber. So the miners a1·e dependent upon and related 
industri:~1ly to steel, metal and machinery, and lumber 
workers. Miners must be fed: they cannot live upon 
muck, or ore, or coal. They are dependent for food 
upcln the producers of food stuffs in agriculture and man
ufacturing. Mir1ers must be c]othed; and are thus com
pelled to lool<. to the textile workers and to those of 
kindred industrie-s. Miners must be sheltered; and the 
lumber and building workers supply that necessity. The 
products of tl1e mines have to be transported; and so the 
transportation worl<ers on land and sea play their part in 
the process. 

That process of wealth production today is a social 
process-international and world-wide in its scope. 

The army of production must be organized, then, 
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tween the so-caJled "practical socialism" of the "political 
opportunists" and the genuinely revolutionary tactics of 
the Industrial Workers. The revolutionary industrial 
unionist may be "impractical" in the eyes of professors 
and other "intellectuals" among socialists, who are 
safely removed from the arena of the class struggle in 
the shops. He m:1y be impractical in their eyes because 
he refuses to chase will-o ' -the-wisps through the mazes 
of ''political opportunism'' that can only result in landing 
him and his class in the swamp of reaction. 

Nevertheless, the revolutionary industrial unionist 
sees clearly that his tactics are historically sound and 
practically efficient in the long run; ho matter how diffi
cult may be the pioneer work. 

And he has no illusions as to the difficulties in the 
way of building up the industrial union movement. He 
knows that oftentimes his activity means for him the 
blacklist ; it means the long weary tramp for a job; it 
means misery, self denial, the prison, the policeman' s 
club, the soldier ' s bullet-for many of his kind. 

But again, let me repeat: there is no other. way. 
And no matter how painful the process may be, it is but 
a continuation of what has gone before-of the age-long 
struggle that can end only with the triumph of the work
ing class "organized to carry on production when 
capitalism shall have been overthrown. " 
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