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EXCURSION TO THE OREGON.
"'"~--_.- .....

. w~. HE continent of North America. is about three thou-

." • 1'1 Pacific 011 the west; and, after an interval of thl'ee
centuries since the discovery and settlement of the

•
:; -. country, the civilised races, who are chiefly of English

~';' .. ' origin, have not ~enerally penetrated with their possessions
<:.i~ above a third of the entire breadth. The progress of en-
S".J croachment in dIe western wilderness, however, is nowex

ceedingly rapid. Since the deliverance of the New England and
other states from British control, the Anglo-Americans have
evinced a singularly energetic spirit of migration towal'ds what
was, seventy years ago, an almost unknown land. Crossing the
Alleghany range of mountains, from the Atlantic or old settled
states, they have taken possession of the valley of the :Mississippi,
a tract as large as all Europe; and aplJl"oaching the head waters
of the Missouri and other tributaries of the Mississippi, appear
prepared to cross the Rocky Mountains " the Great Backbone
of .America," as they have not unnptly been called-and take pos
session of the Oregon country, lying on the shores of the Pacific.

This extension of the boundaries of civilisation over a country
hitherto abandoned. to roaming tribes of Indians, and herds of
,"vild animals, is at present one of the most remarkable facts in
social history. Since the beginning of the present century, the
population of the United States has increased from four millions
tD twenty millions j and following the same ra.te of increase, in
less than a century hence the population will ]lave increased to
upwards of a hundred and flft.}' millions all speaking the Eng-
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EXCURSION TO THE OREGON.

lish Ian!!'UaO'e. and possessinO' institutions resembling our own.
tl b, .0 I A' IYet althoulJ'h the extensIOn of the Ang 0- mel'lcan sett ements

be ~omparatively rapi~, it is not effec.ted witho,:"t numerous diffi
culties. Those who first penetrate mto the WIlderness are usu
ally parties of fur traders; and by these hardy pioneers, and t~e
volunteer travellers who accompany them, the way may be saId
to be in some measure paved for the more formal visits of sur
veyors, and the new occupants of the country. The journeys of
these pioneering parties ~r.e attended with many danger~. ~he
settina' out of an expedItIOn resembles a caravan of pIlgrIms
sallyi~g forth across the African deserts; civilisation is for
months, perhaps for years, left behind; no vestige of house or
road is seen on the apparently interminable wastes; journe:ying
is performed only on horseback during the day, while repose is
enjoyed in tents pitched for the night; a constant outlook must
be kept for prowling wild beasts, or the not less stealthy steps
of the Pawnee Loup Indian: in short, all is wild nature, roman
tic enough perhaps to untamed minds, but as we can imagine
altogether unendurable by persons accustomed to the quiet
and orderly life of cities. Strange as it seems, however, there
are highly cultivated individuals who, inspired by a love of
science, or for the mere sake of sport, voluntarily make part of
the fur-trading bands, and consent to remain for years from
home, friends, and the world of refinement.

Believing that the account of one of these romantic expedi
tions cannot but be acceptable to our readers, we offer in the
present sheet the history of an excursion performed a few leal'S
ago by Mr TO'wnsend, an enthusiastic ornithologist, an his
friend Professor Nuttall, of Howard university, an equally zealous
botanist.· Being desirous of increasing the existing stock of
knowledge in the departments of science to which they were
respectively attached, these gentlemen agreed to accompany a
body of tl'aders, commanded by a Captain Wyeth, to the Colum
bia river and adjacent parts. The traders belonged to an asso
ciation called the Columbia River Fishing and Trading Company,
and on this occasion they designed to fix a permanent branch
establishm.ent in the west.

On the evening of the 24th of March 1834, the two friends
!\l'1.'ived in a steamboat at St Louis, on the Missouri, from Pitts
burg. At St Louis, which is the last great town within the
settlements, they furnished themselves with several pairs of
leathern pantaloons,enormous overcoats, and white wool hats
with round crowns, fitting tightly to the head, and almost hard
enough to resist a musket ball. Leaving their baggage to come
on With the steamer, about three hundled miles farther up the

'* 'Ve draw the ma.terials for our account from" An Excursion to the
Rocky Mountains, by J. K. Townsend i" So work published at Philadelphia
in183~ .
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Missouri, Mr Townsend and his friend set off to amuse them.
selves by walking and hunting leisurely through that distance
which is composed chiefly of wide flat prairies, with few and
remotely situated habitations of the frontier settlers.

One of the first indications of their approach to a wild country
was the spectacle of a band of Indians of the Saque tribe, who
w~re removing to n.ew settleI?e~ts .. The men were fant.astically
pamted, and the chIef was dIstmgUlshed by a profuse dIsplay of·
trinkets, and a huge necklace made of the claws of the grizzly
bear. The decorations of one of the women amused the two
travellers. She was an old squaw, to whom was presented a
broken umbrella. The only use she made of this prize was to
wrench the plated ends from the whalebones, string them on a
piece of wire, take her knife from her belt, with which she deli
berately cut a slit of an inch in length along the upper rim of
her ear, and insert them in it. The sight was as shocking to the
feelings as it was grotesque; for the cheeks of the vain being
were covered with blood as she stood with fancied dignity in the
midst of twenty others, who evidently envied her the possession
of the worthless baubles.

While pushing forward on the borders of the wilderness, the
travellers one day arrived at the house of a kind of gentleman
settler, who, with his three daughters, vied in showing kind
ness to their visitors. " The girls," says Mr Townsend, "were
very superior to most that I had seen in Missouri, although
somewhat touched with the awkward bashfulness and prudery
which generally characterise the prairie maidens. They had
lost their mother when young, and having no companions out
of the domestic circle, and consequently no opportunity of
aping the manners of the world, were perfect children of na
ture. Their father, however, had given them a good plain
education, and they had made some proficiency in needlework,
as was evinced by numerous neatly-worked samplers hanging in
wooden frames round the room." Some little curiosity and
astonishment was excited in the minds of the unsophisticated
girls when they were informed that their two guests were under
taking a long and difficult journey across the prairies one of
them for the purpose of shooting and stuffing birds, the other for
the purpose of obtaining plants to preserve between leaves of
paper; but at last they began to perceive that probably there
was some hidden utility in these seemingly idle pursuits; and
the last words of the eldest Miss P to our ornithologist at
parting were, "Do come again, and come in Mayor June, for
then there are plenty of prairie-hens, and you can shoot as many
as you want, and you must stay a long while with us, and we'll
have nice times. Good-by; I'm so sorry you're going." Miss
P , in promising an abundance of prairie-hens, evidently did
not perceive in what respect an ornithologist differed from a
sportsman; but her invitation was kindly meant; llnd Mr

3



EXCURSION TO THE OREGON.

Townsend promised, that if ever he visited Missouri again, he
would go a good ma~y miles out ?f his way to see her. and her
:sisters. The next restmg-place whICh our traveller descrIbes, was
,rery different from Mr P 's comfortable and cheerful house.
It was a hotel, for which a pig-sty would have been a more appro
priate name. Everything and ever;rbody were dirty, disobliging,
and disag-reeable; and after staying one nig-ht, the travellers
refusing the landlord's invitation to lifjltorise with him, departed
without waiting- for breakfast.

In the case of our travellers, however, one of the last impres
sions left upon them before fairly entering the wilderness was of
a more agreeable and suitable description. " In about an hour
and a halt~" says Mr Townsend, "we arrived at Fulton, a pretty
little town, and saw the villagers in their holiday clothes parad
ing along to church. The be.H at that ~oment sounded, and the
peal gave rise to many reflectIOns. It might be long ere I should
hear the sound of the' church-going bell' again. I was on my
way to a far, faI' country, and I did not know that I should ever
be permitted to revisit my own. I felt that I was leaving the
scenes of my childhood-the spot which had witnessed all the
happiness I ever knew, the home where all my affections were
centered. I was entering a land of strangers, and would be
compelled hereafter to mingle with those who might look upon
me with indifference, or treat me with neg-Iect."

The travellers, tired of their long' journey on foot, waited at a
small village on the Missouri till their companions and baggage
should come up. The steamer arrived on the 9th of April, and
the two pedestrians havin~ gone on board, it was soon puffing
up the river at the rate of seven miles an hour. In four days
they reached the small town of Independence, the outermost
Anglo-American post, and disembarking, they began to prepare
fOl' their lon~ and venturesome journey. Mr Townsend here
introduces a description of the company, about fifty in all.

There were amongst the men, to compose the caravan, a great
variety of dispositions. Some, who had not been accustomed to
the kind of life they were to lead, looked forward to it with
eager delight, and talked of stirring incidents and hairbreadth
escapes. Other3, who were more experienced, seemed to be as
easy and unconcerned about it as a citizen would be in contem
plating a drive of a few miles into the country. Some were
evidently reared in the shade, and not accustomed to hardships;
many were almost as rough as the grizzly bear, and not a little
proud ?f ~heir feats, of which th~y were fond of boasting; but
"the ~aJority were strong able-bodIed men. During the day, the
cap~a.mkept all his men ~mployed in arranging and packing a vast
vaI'lety ofgood$ fOl' carrIage. In addition to the necessary clothing
fo! the company, arms, ammunition, &e. there were thousands of
trmkets of various kinds, beads, paint, bells, l'inO's and such like
tl'Umpery, intended ai presents for the Indians, ~s 'well as objects
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of trade with them. The bales were usually made to weig'h
about eighty pounds, of which a horse was to carry two. Cap
tain Wyeth insured the good-will and obedience of the men by
his affable but firm manner, and sho\ved himself every way suit
able for his very important mission. In the company there
were also five missionaries, the principal of whom, Ml' J aS011

Lee, was" a tall and powerful man, who looked as though he
were well calculated to buffet difficulties in a wild country."
Before setting out, they were joined also by Mr Milton Sublette,
a trader and trapper of several years' standing, who intended to
travel a part of the way with them. Mr Sublette brought with
him about twenty trained hunters, "true as the steel of their
tried blades," who had more than once gone over the very track
which the caravan intended to pursue a reinforcement whieh
was very welcome to Captain Wyeth and his party.

THE CARAVAN SETS OUT.

On the 28th of April, at ten o'clock in the morning, all thing'S
bein~ prepared, the caravan, consisting of seventy men and t\~O
hund.red and fifty horses, began its march towards the west.
All were in high spirits, and full of hope of adventure; up
roarious bursts of merriment, and gay and lively songs, con
stantly echoed along the line of the cavalcade. The road lay
over a vast rolling prairie, with occasional small spots of timber
at the distance of several miles apart, and this was expected to
be the complexion of the track for some weeks. For the first
day and nig'ht the journey was agreeable, but on the second day
a heavy rain fell, whieh made the around wet and muddy, soaked
the blanket bedding, and rendered camping: at night anything'
but pleasant. The description given of a nightly camp is in
teresting' : "The party is divided into messes of eight men, and
each mess is allowed a separate tent. The captain of a mess
(who is g-enerally an 'old hand ') receives each morning rations
of pork, flour, &c. for his people, and they choose one of their
body as cook for the whole. Our camp now consists of nine
messes, of which Captain 'Wyeth's forms one, although it con
tains only four perwns besides the cook. 'When we arrive in the
evening at a suitable spot for encampment, Captain Wyeth rides
l'ound a space which he considers large enough to accommouate
it, and directs where each mess shall pitch its tent. The men
immediately unload their horses, and place their bales of goods
in the direction indieated, and in such manner as, in case of
need, to form a sort of fortification and defence. 'When all the
messes are arranged in this way, the camp forms a hollow square,
in the centre of which the horses are tlaced and staked firml)r
to the ground. The guard consists 0 from six to eight mell,
is relieved three times eaeh night, and so arranged that each
~ang may serve alternate nights. The captain of a guard (who
18 generally also the captain of a mess) collects his people at the
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appointed hour, and posts them around .outside the ca~p in such
situations that they may command a VIew of the envIr~ns, a!ld
be ready to give the alarm in case of danger. The captam Cl'les
the hour regularly by a watch, and. all's ~()ell, every fiftee!1
minutes and each man of the o-uard IS reqmred to repeat thIS
call in ~otation, which if any ~ne s.llOuld f~il to d.o, it is f~i~ to
conclude that he is asleep, and h.e IS t?en. 1m~ed1ately VIsIted
and stirred up. In case of defectIOn of thIS km~, our laws ad
judge to the delinquent the hard sentence of walkmg three days.
As yet, none of our pOOl:' fellows have inc~rre~ this pen~lty, and
the probability is, that It would .not at thIS t;me .be enforced, as
we are yet in a country where lIttle molestatIOn IS to be ap~re

hended' but in the course of another week's travel, when thIev
ing and'ill-desiO'ninO' Indians will be out, lying on our trail, it
will be necessaI?y th~t the strictest watch be kept; and for the
preservation of our persons and property, that our laws shall be
rigidly enforced."

F01> about a fortnight the caravan proceeded without any very
remarkable incident occurring. The cook of the mess to which
MI' Townsend belonged decamped one night, having no doubt
become til-ed of the expedition, and determined to go back to the
settlements. The man himself was little missed; but he had
taken a rifle, powder-horn, and shot-pouch along with him,
and these articles were precious. In a few days after, three other
men deserted, likewise carrying rifles with them. In the course
of the fortnig-ht the. caravan passed through. severa:! ~illages of
the Kaw IndIans, WIth whom they traded a lIttle, gIvmg bacon
and tobacco in exchange for hiiles. These Indians do not appear,
on the whole, to have been very favourable specimens of the
A.merican aborigines. The men had many of them fine counte
nances, but the women were very homely. The following is a
description of one of their chiefs = '~In the evening the principal
Kanzas chief paid liS a visit in our tent. He is a young man about
twenty-five years of age, strai~ht as a poplar, and with a noble
countenance and bearing, but he appeared to me to be marvel
lously deficient in most of the requisites which go to make the
character of a real Indian chief, at l~ast of such Indian chiefs as
we read of in our opular books. J Legin to suspect, in truth,

the fer.tile. brain of ~he novelist ~han in reality. Be t is as it may,
our chIef IS a very lIvely, laughmB" and rather playful personage;
p~rhaps he. may put on his dig'mty, like a glove, when it suits
hIS convemence."

On ~he 8th of May the party had a misfortune in the loss of
Mr M1lt?n Sublette, who, owing to a fungus in one of his legs,
was obhged to return to the settlements. <?n the. aftern?on
of next day, the party crossed a broad IndIan traIl, bearmg
n01'therly, supposed to be about five days old, and to have been
made by a war-party of Pawnees. Hoping to escape these for-
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midable enemies of the white man, the party pushed on, but not
without occasional mishaps; at one time the horses ran away, and
had to be chased for a whole night, and even when the labour of
the chase was over, three were irrecoverably lost; at another time
half of the party were drencheu crossing a wide creek full of
black mud, which the men had to flounder through on horse·
back. The weather, too, was becoming intolerably warm. They
had frequently been favoured with fresh breezes, which made it
very agreeable; but the moment these failed, they were almost
suffocated with intense heat. Their rate of travelling was about
twenty miles per day, which in this wal'm weather, and with
heavily burdened horses, was as much as could be accomplished
with comfort to the travellers and their animals.

The general aspect, however, of the country throu~h which
they were travelling, was exceedingly beautiful. "The little
streams are fringed with a thick g'rowth of pretty trees and
bushes, and the buds are now swelling, and the leaves expanding,
to 'welcome back the spring.' The birds, too, sing joyously
amongst them grosbeaks, thrushes, and buntings a merry and
musical band. I am particularly fond of sallying out early in
the morning, and strolling around the camp. The light breeze
just bends the tall oops of the grass on the boundless prairie, the
birds are commencing their matin carollings, and all nature looks
fresh and beautiful. The horses of the camp are lying comfort
ably on their sides, and seem, by the glances which they ~ive

me in passing, to know that their hour of toil is apPl'oachm~,

and the patient kine are ruminating in happy unconsciousness.'
One morning the scouts came in with the intelligence that they

had found a large trail of white men bearing north-west. Cap.
tain Wyeth and his party concluded that this was another cara
van belonging to a rival trading company, and that it had passed
them noiselessly in the course of the nig-ht, in order to be before
hand with them in traffic with the Indian tribes through which
they were passing. The party grumbled a little at the unfriendly
conduct of the rival caravan in stealing- a mareh upon them; but
consoled themselves by making the reflection, that competition is
the soul of commerce, and that, in the same circumstances, they
would in all probability have acted in the same ·way. While dis
cussing the affair at breakfast, three Indians, of a tribe called the
Ottos, made their appearance. These visitors were suspected of'
being concerned in the loss of the three horses mentioned above;
but as the crime could not be bt'Ought home to them by any kind
of evidence, they were received in a friendly manner; and, as
usual, the pipe of peace was smoked with them.

"'While these people," says 1\11' Townsend, "were smoking the
pipe of peace with us after breakfast, I observed that Richard
son, our chief hunter (an experienced man in this country, of'
a tall and iron frame, and almost child-like simplicity of cha
ra.cter, in fact, an exact counterpart of Hawk-eye ill his younger
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days), stood aloof, and r~fused to sit in ~h~ circle, in ,vhich it
was always the cus~0r.t.I of the old ha?lds to Jom. .

Feeling some c~rlOslty to ascertam the cause of thIs unusua:
diffidence I occasIOnally allowed my eyes to wander to the spo ..
where ou; sturdy hunter stood looking moodily upon us, as the
calamet passed from hand to hand around the ~ircle, and I
thoultht I perceived him now and then cast a furtIve g:lance ~t
one of the Indians who sat opposite to me, and sometImes hIS
countenance would assume an expression almost demoniacal, as
though the most fierce and deadly passions were raging in his
bosom. I felt certain that hereby hung a tale, and I watched
for a corresnondino- expression, or at least a look of consciousness,
in the face fof my°opposite neig'hbour; b!lt expressi0!1 .there ~'as
none. His large features were settled m a tra.nqUllhty whlCh
nothing could disturb, and as he puffed the smoke m huge volumes
from his mouth, and the fragrant vapour wreathed and curled
around his head, he seemed the embodied spirit of meekness and
taciturnity.

The camp moved soon after, and I lost no time in overhauling
Richardson, and asking' an explanation of his singular conduct.
, Why,' said he, ' that Injen that sat opposite to you is my bitterest
enemy. I was once going down alone from the rendezvous with
letters for St Louis, and when I arrived on the lower part of the
Platte river-just a short distance beyond us here I fell in
with about a dozen Ottos. They were known to be a friendly
tribe, and I therefore felt no fear of them. I dismounted from my
horse, and sat with them upon the ground. It was in the depth
of winter; the ground was covered with snow, and the river was
frozen solid. While I was thinking of nothing but my dinner,
which I was then about preparing, foul' or five of the cowards
jumped on me, mastered my rifle, and held my arms fast, while
they took from me my knife and tomahawk, my flint and steel,
and all my ammunition. '1'hey then loosed me, and told me to
be off. I begged them, for the love of God, to give me my rifle
and a few loads of ammunition, or I should starve before I could
reach the settlements. No; I should have nothino-; and if I did
not start off immediately, they would throw me l~der the ice of
the river. And,' continued the excited hunter, while he crround
his teeth with bitter and uncontrollable rao-e, 'that man t11at sat
opposite to you was the chief of' them. ITe recognised me, and
knew very ~el~ the reason why I would not smoke with him.
I tell you, SIr, If ever I meet that man in any other situation
than that in which I saw him this morninO' I'll shoot him with
as little hesitation as I would shoot a dee~.' Several years have
passed since the perpetration of' this outrage, but it is still as ii'esh
m my :nemory as ev~r; a.nd I again declare, that if ever an op
pOl'tUlllty offers, I WIll kIll that man.' 'But, Richardson, did
they take your horse also?' ''}'o be sure they did and my blan
kets, and everything I had, except my clothes.' "But how did
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you subsist until you reached the settlements ~ You had a long
journey before you.' , 'Vhy, set to trappin' prairie squirrels with
little nooses made out of the hairs of my head.' I should remark
that his hail' was so long' that it fell in heavy masses on his
shoulders. 'But squirrels in winter, Richardson I I never heard
of squirrels in winter.' 'Well, but there was plenty of them,
though; little white ones, that lived among the snow.' " Such
is a tl'ait of human nature in these far western regions.

On the 18th of May the party reached the Platte river, one
of the streams which POUl' their waters int.o the Missouri.
V{olves and antelopes were abundant in the ueig'hbourhood of
the river, and herons and long-billed curlews were stalking about
in the shallows, searching for food. The prairie is here as level
as a race-course, not the slightest undulation appearing through
out the whole extent of vision in a northerly and westerly direc
tion; but to the eastward of the river, and about eight miles
from it, was seen a range of high bluff::;, or sand-banks, stretl:hing
away to the south-east till lost in the far distance. The travellers
were not less struck with the solemn grandeur of the apparently
boundless prairie, than ,,,ith the sig'ht of its surface, which was
in many places encrusted with an impure salt, seemingly a com
bination of the sulphate and muriate of soda: there were also
seen a number of little pools, of only a few inches in depth, scat
tered over the plain, the water of which was so bitter and pun
gent, that it seemed to penetrate into the tongue, and almost to
take the skin from the mouth. Next morning the party were
alarmed with the appearance of two men on horseback, hovering
on their path at a great distance. On looking at them with a
telescope, they were discovered to be Indians, and on their ap
proach it was found they belonged to a large band of the Grand
Pawnee tribe, who were on a war-excursion, and encamped at
about thirty miles' distance. Having got rid of these suspicious
visitors, the party moved rapidly forward in an altered direction,
and did not slacken their pace till twelve o'clock at nig·ht. After
a brief rest, they again went on, travelling steadily the whole
day, and so ::;ot quite clear of the Grand Pawnees.

The travellers were now proceeding across one of the large
cp.lltl'al prairies of North America, and were, as they reckoned,
within three days' journey, of the buffalo region; that is, the
region haunted by herds of buffalo. The uninitiated of the party,
who for a good many days past had been listening to the spil'it
stirring accounts given by the old hunters of their sport in
the buffalo reg'ion, beg-an to g'row impatient for the fi)'st sig'ht
of this animal, the tenant of the prairies. At length, on the after
noon of the 20th, they came in sig'ht of a large g'ang' of the long
coveted buffalo. They were grazing on the opposite side of the
Platte, as quietly as domestic cattle; but as they neared them, the
foremost winded the travellers, and started back, and the whole
herd follmved in the wildest confusion, and were soon out of
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sight. There must have been many thousands of them. Towards
eveninoo a large band of elk eame on at full gallop, ~nd passed.
very .:fear the party. The appearance of these a:llmals pro
duced a singular effect upon the horses, all of whICh became
restive and about half of the loose ones broke away, and scoured
over the pl~in in full ch.ase af~er the. elk. qaptain Wyeth and
several of hIS men went ImmedIately III purSUIt of them, and re
turned late at niooht, brilwino- the greater number. Two had,

o 00 b' 11'however been lost irrecoverably. By an 0 servatlOn, t le atI-
tude wa~ found to be 40 degrees 31 minutes north, and t~e com
puted distance from the Mi880uri settlements about 360 mIles.

The day following, the party saw several small herds of buffalo
on their side of the river. Two of the hunters stal'ted out after a
huge bull that had separated himself from his compani?ns, and
gave him chase on fleet horses. Away went the buffalo, and
away went the men, as hard as they could dash; now the hunters
gained upon him, and pressed him hard; again the enormous
creature had the advantage, plunging with all his might, his ter
rific horns often ploughing up the earth as he spurned it under
him. Sometimes he would double, and rush so near the horses
as almost to gore them with his horns, and in an instant would
be off in a tangent, and throw his pursuers from the track. At
length the poor animal came to bay, and made some unequivocal
demonstrations of combat, I'aisinr- and tossing his head furiously,
and tearing up the ground with nis feet. At this moment a shot
was :fired. The victim trembled like an aspen leaf, and fell on his
knees, but recovering himself in an instant, start€d again as fast
as before. Again the determined hunters dashed after him, but
the poor bull was nearly exhausted: he proceeded but a short dis
tance, and stopped again. The hunters approached, rode slowly
by him, and shot two balls through his body with the most per
fect coolness and precision. During the race the whole of which
occurred in full view of the party-the men seemed wild with the
excitement which it occasioned: and when the animal fell, a
shout rent the air which startled the antelopes by dozens from the
bluffs, and sent the wolves howling from their lairs.

This is the most common mode of killing the buffalo, and is
practised very generally by the travel1ing hunters: many are
also de~tl:oyed by approaching the~ on foot, when, if the bushes
are suffiCIently dense, or the grass hIgh enough to afford conceal
ment, the ~unter, by keeping carefully to leeward of his game,
may sometImes approach so near as almost to touch the animal.
If on a plain without grass or bushes, it is necessary to be vffi!J
cIrcumspect; to approach so slowly as not to excite alarm and
whe.n observed by the animal, to imitate dexterously the cl~rnsy
motIOns of a yo:ung bear, or assum~ ~he sneaking prowling atti
tude of a wolf, m order to lull suspICIOn. The Indians resort to
an.other strataq-em, which is perhaps even more successful. The
skm of a calf IS properly dressed, with the head and legs left at.
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tached to it. The Indian envelopes himself in this, and with his
short bow and a brace of arrows ambles off into the. very midst
of a herd. When he has selected such an animal as suits his
fancy, he comes close alongside of it, and without noise paseesc an
arrow through its heart. One a1'1'OW is always sufficient,. and it
is g-enerally delivered with such force, that at least half the shafi;
appears through the opposite side. The creature tot.teI:S, and is
about to f.all, when the Indian glides al'ound, and draws the
arrow from the wound lest it should be broken. A sing-Ie Indi.a.n

L

is said to kin a great number of buffaloes in this wa.y befure any
alarm is communicated to the herd.

Toward1'! evening, on as(~ellding a hill, the party were suddenly
greeted by a sight which seemed to astonish even the oldest
amongst them. The whole plain, as far as the eye could discern,
was covered by one enormous mass of buffalo. The scene, at
the very least computation, would. certainly extend ten miles, and
in the whole of this great space, including a,bout eight miles in
width from the bluffs to the river bank, tJ1ere was appiU~entJy

no vista in the incalculable multitude. It was truly a. sight
that would have excited even the dullest mind to enthusiasm.
The party rode up to within a few hlLl1dred yards of the edge
of the herd before any ala.rm was communicated; then the bulls,
which are always stationed around as sentinels, began pawing
the ground and throwing the earth over their heads; in a few
moments they started in a slow clulTI&y canter, but as the hunters
neared them they quiekened their pace to an astonishingly rapid
gallop, and in a few minutes were entirely beyond the reaeh of
their gUllS, but were still so near that their enormous horns and
long shaggy beards were very distinctly s-een. Shortly after
encamping, the hunters broug'ht in. the choice parts of five that
they had killed.

Of the animals belonging to those vast herds which the hunters
kill, only a small portion is usually taken for food. Mr Towns
end and two of his associates having' killed a bull buffalo, they
proceeded to cut it up in the following approved manner :-The
animal was first raised from his side where he had lain, and sup
ported upon his knees, with his hoofs turned under him; a longi
tudinal incision was then made from the nape 01' anterior base of
the hump, and continued backward to the loin~, and a large
portion of' the skin from each side removed; these pieees of skin
wel~ placed upon the ground, with the under surface uppermost,
and the fleeces, or masses of meat taken from along the back,
were laid upon them. These fleeces, from a large animal, will
weigh perhaps a hundred pounds each, and compl·.ise the whole
of the hump on each side of the vertical processes (commonly
called the hump ribs), whieh are attached to the vel'tebl'ffi. The
fleeces are considered the choice parts of the buffalo, and here,
where the game is so abundant, nothing else is taken: if we ex
cept the tongue and an occasional marrow-bone. Tlus, it must
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be confessed, appears like a useless and unwarrantab.le waste of
the goods of Providence; but when are men economIcal, unless
compelled to be so by ~ecessity? T~e food of the hunters con
sists for months of nothmg but thIs kmd of buffalo meat, roasted,
and cold water no bread of any kind. On this rude fare they
enjoyed the best health, clear heads, and high spirits.

One night shortly after their first encounter with the buffalo,
Mr Townsend enterinoo his tent about eleven o'clock, after having
served as a supeI'num~'ary watch for several hours, was stooping
to lay his gun in its usual place at the head of his couch, when
he was startled by seeing a pair of eyes, wild and bright as those
of a tiger, gleaming ii'om a dark cornel' of the lodge, and evidently
directed upon him. "My first impression," he says, "was that
a wolf had been lurking around the camp, and had entered the
tent in the prospect of finding meat. :My gun was at my
shoulder instinctively, my aim was directed between the eyes,
and my finger pressed the trigger. At that moment a tall Indian
sprang before me with a loud wah! seized the gun, and elevated
the muzzle above my head; in another instant a second Indian
was by my side, and I saw his keen knife glitter as it left the
scabbard. I had not time for thought, and was struggling with
all my might with the first savage for the recovery of my weapon,
when Captain Wyeth and the other inmates of the tent were
aroused, and the whole matter was explained, and set at rest in a
moment. The Indians were chiefs of the tribe of Pawnee Loups,
who had come with their young men to shoot buffalo: they had
paid an evening visit to the captain, and as an act of courtesy,
lHld been invited to sleep in the tent. I had not known of their
arrival, nor did I even suspect that Indians were in our neiO'h
bOUl'hood, so could not control the alarm which theil' sudden
appearance occasioned me. These Indians," continues MI' Towns
end, "were the finest looking' of any I had seen. Their persons
were tall, straight, and finely formed; their noses slightlv
aqu.i1in~, an~ ~he whole countenance expressive of high and
t.larl1~g IntrepIdIty. The face of ~he taller ~ne was particularly
admIrable, and Gall or SpurzheIm, at a slllO'le dance at his
magnificent head, would have invested him with all the noblest
qualities of the species. I know not what a physioO'l1omist would
have said of his eyes, but they were certainly the ~ost wonderful
I ever. looked into; g'littering: and scintillating constantly, like
the. mIrr?r-glasses In a lamp trame, and rolling and dancing in
theu' orbIts as though possessed of abstract volition."

APPROACH TO THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS.

As the party, leaving the Pawnees and the buffalo behind,
~egan to approach the mountain district, the country altered
lts appearance greatly fbI' the worse. They were now on a
great sandy waste, forming a kind of upper table-land of North
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America a region without a single green thing to vary and
enliven the scene, and abounding in swarms of ferocious little
black gnats, which assail the eyes, ears, nostrils, and mouth of
the unhappy traveller. It is necessary, however, to pursue a
route in this direction, in order to find accessible passes throu~h

the Rocky Mountains, which are impenetrable more to the
north-west. Making the best of their way over the inhospitable
desert, and fortunately escaping any roving bands of unfriendly
Indians, the cavalcade struck through a range of stony moun
tains, called the Black Hills, and in a few days afterwards came
in sie-ht of the Wind Riyer Mountains, whic~ form the lofti~st
land 111 the northern contment, and are at all tImes covered wIth
snow of dazzling whiteness. From the great height above the
level of the sea which the party had attained, the climate was
found to be cold, even although in summer; the plains were
covered only by the scantiest herbage; and frequently there was
great difficulty in obtaining a supply of water for the camp. The
painfulness of the journey, therefore, was now extreme, both for
man and beast.

Occasionally, however, a green spot did occur, where the jaded
110rses were allowed to halt, to roam about without theil' riders,
and to tumble joyfully on the verdant sward; and as these oases
always abounded in birds and plants, OUl' two naturalists were
loath to leave them. Nor was their journey through the inhos
pitable region of the hills devoid of incidents to vary the mono
tony of the way, and provoke hearty laughs from the whole
party. One afternoon, one of the men had a somewhat perilous
adventure with a grizzly bear. He saw the animal crouchinO'
his huge frame among some willows which skirted the river, and:
approaching on horseback to within tW'enty yards, fired upon
him. The bear was only slightly wounded by the shot, and,
with a fierce growl of angry malignity, rushed from his cover,
and gave chase. The hor:Se happened to be a slow one, and for
the distance of half a mile the race was severely contested the
bear frequently approaching so near the terrified animal as to
snap at his heels, while the equally terrified rider, who had lost
his hat at the start, used whip and spur with the most frantic
diligence, frequently looking behind, from an influence which he
could not resist, at his rugged and determined foe, and shrieking
in an agony of' fear, 'Shoot him! shoot him!' The man, who
was a young hunter, happened to be about a mile behind. the
main body, either from the indolence of his horse 01' his own
earelessness; but as be approached the party in his desperate
flight, and his pitiable cries reached th.e ear~ of the men in
front, about a dozen of them rode to hIS aSSIstance, and soon
succeeded in clivel'ting the attention of' his pertinacious foe.
After the bear had received the contents of all the guns, he
fell, and was soon despatched. The man rode in among his
fellows, pale and haggard from overwrought feelings, and was

13



EXCURSION TO THE OREGON.

probably effectually cured of a propensity for meddling with
gr.i.2;zly bears.

On the 19th of June, the party arrived on the Green river, or
Colorado of the west, which they forded, and encamped up~n
a spot which was to form a ~eJ\dez.vous for all the mountam
companies who left the states In sprIng, and also the trap~ers

who come from varioWl pn.rts with furs collected by them durmg
the previous year. . .

Our travellel' l'elates a misfortune which happened to him
here. Havill'!!' sallied forth with his gun, and wandered about
for several hgurs shooting birds,he found on returnj~g to t~e
camp that his pal'ty had quitted the spot. In pm'smng theIr
tloack he had to swim his horse across a deep and swift stream.
Aftel; coming up with the party, he was congratulating himself
on his eaeape from being drowned, when he found that he had
lost his coat. "I had felt/ he says, "uncomfortably warm when
I mounted, and had removed the coat and attached it carelessly
to the sad-dle; the rapidity of the current had disengaged it, and
it was lost for ever. The coat itself was not of much consequence
after the hard service it had seen, but it contained the second
volume of my journal, a pocket compass, and other articles of
esBential value to me. I would gladly have relinquished every
thing the garment held, if I could but have recovered the book;
and although I returned to the river, and searched assiduously
until nig'ht, and offered large rewards to the men, it could not
be found."

The loss of his journa.l, however, was not the only bad conse
quence of' his river adventure. The ducking he had received
brought on a fever which confined him to his tent for several
days. It was well for him that they had now arrived at the
rendezvous where the caravans always make some stay before
proceeding on the remainder of their journey. Still, according
to Mr Townsend's account of the encampment, it was scarcely
the best hospital for an invalid. As there were several other
encampment6 stationed on the spot-among others that of the
party of rival traders which had passed Captain Wyeth's party
on the road the encampment was constantly crowded with a
heterog~neous assemblage of visitors. "The principal of these
are Indians of the Nez Perce, Banneck, and Shoshone tribes,
who come with the furs and peltries which they have been col
lec~ing at the risk of their lives during the past winter and
sprmg,. to, trad~ ,for ammunition, trinkets, and fire-water.
There 18, m addItIOn to the~, a great variety of personages
amon~st us; most of them callmg themselves white men, French
C~(han8, half-bre~ds, &c:; their colour nearly as dark, and
thell' manners w~oliy as WIld, as the Indians with whom they
c0!lstantly. aS80Cla~e. These people, with their obstreperous
mIrth, theIr whoopmg, and howling and quarrellinO' added to
the mounted Indians, who are co~stantly dashin~' into and
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through our camp, yelling like fiends, the barking and baying
of savage wolf-dogs, and the incessant cracking of rifles and
carbines, render our camp a perfect bedlam. A more unpleasant
situation for an invalid could scarcely be conceived. I am con
fined closely to the tent with illness, and am compelled all day
to listen to the hiccoughing jargon of drunken traders, and the
swearinoo and screaming of' our own men, who a1'e scarcely less
savage than the rest, being' heated by the detestable liquor which
circulates freely among them. It is very much to be regretted
that at times like the present there should be a positive necessity
to allow the men as much rum as they can drink; but this course
has been sanctioned and practised by all the leaders of parties
who have hitherto visited these regions, and reform cannot be
thought of now. The principal liquor in use is alcohol diluted
with water. It is sold to the men at th1'ee dollars the pmt!
Tobacco, of very inferior quality, such as could be purchased in
Philadelphia at about ten cents per pound, here fetches two
dollars! and everything else in proportion. There is no coin in
circulation, and these articles are therefore paid for by the inde
pendent mountain-men in beaver skins, buffalo robes, &c.; and
those who are hired to the companies, have them charged against
their wages. I was somewhat amused by observing one of our
newly-hired men enter the tent and order, with the air of a man
who knew he would not be refused, t\venty dollars worth of
rum and ten dollars worth of sugar, to treat two of his companions
who were about leaving' the rendezvous."

At the rendezvous a number of men belonging to Captain
Wyeth's party left it to join returning parties; but the diminu
tion of numbers thus occasioned was made up for by the accession
of about thirty Indians Flatheads, Nez Perces, and others, with
their wives, children, and dogs. These Indians joined the party
in order to enjoy the benefit of its convoy through the tract of
country infested by the Blackfeet Indians a fierce and warlike
race, the terror both of Indians and whites. Here also the
party was joined by two English g'entlemen roaming the prairies
for amusement. At length, on the 2d of July, the party bade
adieu to the rendezvous, packed up their moveables, and journeyed
along the bank of the river. The horses were much recruited
by the long rest and good pasture, and, like their masters, were
in excellent spirits for renewing the route across the wilderness.

They had now reached the confines of the Rocky Mountains,
from which originate the upper tributaries of the Missouri on
the one side, and those of the Columbia on the other. The plains
in this high region are more rugged and barren than in ihe lower
territories, and occasionally present evidences of volcanic action,
being thickly covered with masses of lava and hig'h basaltic
crags. The principal vegetation on the hills consists of small
cedars, while on the plains nothing flourishes but the shrubbv
wormwood 01' sage. Mr Townsend had an opportunity, in these
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melancholy wa8tes, of becoming acqua~nted with a variety: of
animals, ~articularly birds. H~ met wIth flocks ~f a beautIFul
bird called the cock of the plam (Tetrao urophaswllus), whlCh
was 'so very tame or rather so little accustomed to evil treatment,
as to mingie familiarly with the cavalcade, and to suffer itself to
be knocked down by whips.

On the 10th of July, the party encamp~d near t:he ~Blac~.feet
river, a small sluo-o-ish staO"nant stream whIch empties Itself mto
the Bear river. H~re they had a rather stirring adventure with

. " Ma grizzly bear. "As we approached our encampment, says r
Townsend, "near a small grov~ of willows on the margin
of the river, a tremendous grlzzly bear rushed out upon
us. Om' horses ran wildly in every direction, snorting with
terror, and became nearly unmanageable. Several balls were
instantly fired into him, but they only seemed to increase his
fury. After spending a moment in rending each wound (theil'
invariable practice), he selected the person who happened to be
nearest, and darted after him; but before he proceeded far, he was
sure to be stopped again by a ball from another quarter. In this
way he was driven about amongst us for perhaps fifteen minutes,
at times so near some of the horses, that he received several
severe kicks from them. One of the pack-horses was fairly
fastened upon by the fearful claws of the brute, and in the terri
fied animal's efforts to escape the dreaded gripe, the pack and
saddle were broken to pieces and disengaged. One of our mules
also lent him a kick in the head while pursuing it up an adjacent
hill, which sent him rolling to the bottom. Here he was finally
brought to a stand. The poor animal was so completely sur
rounaed by enemies that he became bewildered; he raised him
self upon his hind feet, standing almost erect, his mouth partly
open, and from his protruding tongue the blood fell fast in drops.
While in this position he received about six more balls, each of
which made him reel. At last, as in complete desperation, he
dashed into the water and swam several yards with astonishing
strength and agility, the guns cracking at him constantly. But;
he was not to proceed far; for just then Richardson, who had
been absent, rode up, and fixing his deadly aim upon him, fired a
ball into the back of his head, which killed him instantlY. The
strength of four men was required to drag the ferocious brute
from the water, and upon examining his body, he was found
completely riddled; there did not appeal' to be four inches of his
shaggy person, from the hips upward, that had not received a
ball; there must have been at least thirty shots fired at him,
and probably few missed; yet such was his tenacity of life, that
I have no doubt he would have succeeded in crossinO" the river,..,
but for the. last shot in the brain. He would probably weigh at
the. least SIX hundred pounds, and was about the height of an
ordmury steer. The spread of the foot laterally was ten inches,
and the claws measured seven inches in len2ih. This animal
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was remarkably lean: when in good condition he would doubt
less much exceed in weight the estimate I have given. Richard
son and two other hunters in company killed two in the course
of the afternoon, and saw several others."

Although it was known that parties of Blackfeet were hanginC7
in the route of the caravan, our travellers fortunately escapea
being attacked by these dreaded Indians; and on the 14th, havin C7
reached the banks of the fine large Shoshone or Snake, also called
Lewis river, they came to a halt for the purpose of erecting a fort,
nCl~ol'ding to their instructions, and also of enjoying a rest of a
fortnight or three weeks before renewing their journey. Nearly
four months had now elapsed since they had commenced their
expedition, and there were various evidences that they were ap
proaching its close. The Snake river, on the banks of which they
were encamped, pours its waters directly into the Columbia,and.
as they tried. to form some idea of the great Oregon river fi'om the
size of its tributary, it became evident that they were approach
in&:. the western shore of the va~t North American continent. .
. 1"ood, however, was becommg scarce, the stock of drIed
buffalo meat being nearly exhausted; and therefore, while the
majority of the party should remain to build a fort on the banks
of the Snake river, it was resolved that a hunting party of twelve
persons should start on the back track to shoot buffalo, and return
to the fort in eight or nine days with the fruits of their diligence-.
To this party Mr Townsend attached himself. The hunters were
successful in procuring buffalo, on which they now entirely fed,
besides bringing a quantity in a dried state to the camp. Ex
posed constantly to the pure air, and having abundant exercise,
the appetites of the pa.rty '\"ere most ravenous. Rising in the
morning with the sun, they kindled a fire and roasted their
breakfast, which consisted of from one to two pounds of meat.
At ten o'clock they lunched on meat; at two they dined on
meat; at five they supped on meat; at eig'ht they had a second
Bupper of meat; and during the night, when they awoke, they
took a snatch at any meat within reach. Their food was thus
entirely meat, without bread or any other article except water,
which was their sole beverage. On this plain and substantial
fare they enjoyed robust health.

Having heard that a ball in the middle of the forehead was
never known to kill a buffalo, Mr Townsend determined to try
the experiment. Accordingly one evening, seeing a large bull
close at hand, he sallied forth with the utmost caution in the
direction of his victim. "The unwieldy brute," he says, "was
quietly and unsuspiciously croppine- the herbage, and I ha.d ar
rived to within ten feet of him, when a sudden flashing of the
eye, and an impatient motion, told me that I was observed. He
raised his enormous head and looked around him, and so truly
terrible and grand did he appear, that I must confess I felt
awed, almost frightened, at the task I had undertaken. But
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I had gone too far to retreat; so, raising my gun, I took deli
berate aim at the bushy centre of the forehead, and fired. The
monster shook his head, pawed up ~he earth wit~ his hoofs, and
makinO" a sudden sprinO", accompamed by a terrIfic roar, turned
to make his escape. At that instant the ball from the second
barrel penetrated his vitals, and he measured his h~ge length
upon the ground. In a lew seconds he was dead. Upon exa
mininO" the head and C'TIttinO" away the enormous mass of mattedb ,- tl •

hair and skin which enveloped the skull, my large bullet of
twenty to the pound was found completely flattened against the
bone "having- carried with it, through the interposinO" integ'u
ment, a considerable portion of the coarse .h~ir, but witho.ut pro
ducinO" the smallest fracture. I was satIsfied; and takmg the
tonO'u~ the hunter's perquisite I returned to my companions."
S~me of the party had seen Blackfeet Indians skulking about,

and the effect was to put the hunters more on their guard. They
were now certain that their worst enemies, the Blackfeet, were
around them, and that they only waited for a favourable oppor
tunity of making an attack. It was felt that these savage wan
derers were not there for nothing, and that the greatest care was
necessary to prevent a surprise.

The Blackfeet is a sworn and determined foe to all white men,
and he has often been heard to declare that he would rather hang
the scalp of a pale-face to his girdle, than kill a buffalo to pre
vent his starving. The hostility of this dreaded tribe is, and has
for years been, proverbial. They are, perhaps, the only Indians
who do not fear the power, and who refuse to acknowledge the
superiority of the white man; and though so often beaten in
conflicts with them, even by their Own mode of warfare, and
generally with numbers vastly inferior, their indomitable courage
and perseverance still urges them On to renewed attempts; and
if a single scalp is taken, it is considered equal to a g'reat vic
tory, and is hailed as a presage of future and more extensive
triumphs.

It must be acknowledged, however, that this determined hos
tility does not originate solely in savage malignity, or an abstract
thirst for the blood of white men; it is fomented and kept alive
from year to year by incessant provocatives on the part of white
hunters, trappers, and traders, who are at best but intruders on
the rightful domain of the red man of the wilderness. "Many
a night," adds our traveller, "have I sat at the camp fire and
listened to the recital of bloody and ferocious scenes, in which
the narrators were the actors, and the poor Indians the victims,
and I have felt my blood tingle with shame, and boil with indig
nation, to hear the diabolical acts applauded by those for whose
amusement they were related. Many a precious villain and
merciless marauder was made by these midnight tales of rapine,
murder, and robbery; many a stripling, in whose tender mind
the seeds of virtue and honesty had never germinated, burned
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for an opportunity of loading his pack-horse with the beave:r.
skins of some solitary Blackfeet trapper, who was to be mur
dered and despoiled of the property he had acquired by weeks
and perhaps months of toil and danger."

The proximity of the Blackfeet caused the old hunters to recol
lect ~heir former adventures in the same neighbourhood; and one
evenmg, as the party sat around the camp tire, wrapped in their
warm blankets, these old hunters became talkative, and related
their individual adventures for the general amusement. The
best story was one told by Richardson, of a meeting he once had
",ith three Blackfeet Indians. He had been out alone hunting
buffalo, and towards the end of the day was returning to the
camp with his meat, when he heard the clattering of hoofs in the
rear, and upon looking back, observed three Indians in hot pur
suit of him. To lighten his horse, he immediately threw off the
meat he carried, and then urged the animal to his utmost speed,
in an attempt to distance his pursuers. He soon discovered,
however, that the enemy was rapidly gaining upon him, and
that in a few minutes more he would be completely at their
mercy, when he hit upon an expedient as singular as it was bold
and courageous. Drawing his long scalping-knife from the sheath
at his side, he plunged the keen weapon through his horse's neck,
and severed the spine. The animal dropped instantly dead, and
the determined hunter, throwing himself behind the fallen car
cass, waited calmly the approach of his sanguinary pursuers. In
a few moments one Indian was within range of the fatal rifle,
and at its report his horse galloped riderless over the plain. The
remaining two then thought to take him at advantage by ap
proaching simultaneously on both sides of his rampart; but one
of them happening to venture too near in order to be sure of his
aim, was shot to the heart by the long' pistol of the white man
at the very instant that the ball from the Indian's gun whistled
harmlessly by. The third savage, being wearied of the dangerous
game, applied the whip vigorously to the flanks of his horse, and
was soon out of sio-ht, while Richardson set about collecting the
trophies of his si~gular victory. He caught the two Indians'
horses, mounted one, and loaded the other with the meat which
he had discarded, and returned to his camp with two spare rifles,
and a good stock of ammunition.

Having now procured a sufficient quantity of buffalo meat, the
hunting party set out on its return to the fort, and arrived there
on the 25th, after nine days' absence. Their return had been
anxiously expected, and "I could well perceive," says Mr Towns
end, "many a longing and eager gaze cast upon the well-filled
bales of buffalo meat as our mules swung their little bodies through
the camp. My companion, Mr Nuttall, had become so exceedingly
thin that I could scarcely have known him; and upon my ex
pressing surprise at the great change in his appearance, he heaved
a sigh of inanity, and remarked that I 'would have been as
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thin as he if I had lived on old bear for two weeks, and short
allowance 'of that.' I found, in truth, that the wh,ole camp had
been subsistinO' durinO' our absence on little else than two 01"

three g'l'izzly b~ar5 which had been killed in the neig'hbourhood i
and with a complacent glance at my own rotund and cow-fed
person, I wished my poor friend better luck for the future."

Another travelling company had encamped o~ the banks of
the Snake river during the absence of the huntmg party. It
consisted of thirty men, thirteen of them Indians, Ne~ Perces,
Chinooks, and Kayouse, the remainder French-CanadIans and
half-breeds. Mr M'Kay, the leader of this company, was the
son of :Mr Alexander M'Kay, one of the early adventurers ac~'oss

the prairies, the tragical story of whose m3:ssacre by t?e IJ?(ha!,!-s
on the north-west coast is told by 'Vashmgton Irvmg m hIS
" Astoria." 1\11' Townsend gives an interesting description of
this company and its captain. "On the evening' of the 26th,"
he says, "Captain Wyeth, Mr Nuttall, and myself, supped with
Mr M'Kay in his lodge. I am much pleased with this gentle
man; he unites the free, frank, and open manners of the moun
tain man,· with the grace and affability of the Frenchman. But
above all, I admire the order, decorum, and strict subordination
which exists among his men; so different from what I have been
accustomed to see in parties composed of Americans. Mr M'Kay
assures me that he had considerable difficulty in bringing his
men to the state in which they now are. The free and fearless

~ .

Indian was particularly difficult to subdue; but steady deter-
mined perseverance and bold measures, aided by a rigid self
example, made them as clay in his hand, and has finally reduced
them to their present admirable condition. If they misbehave,
a commensurate punishment is sure to follow. In extreme cases
flagellation is resorted to, but it is inflicted only by the hand of
the captain; were any other appointed to perform this office on
an Indian, the indignity would be deemed so great that nothing
less than the blood of the individual could appease the wounded
feelings of the savage. After supper was concluded, we sat down
on a buffalo robe at the entrance of the lodge to see the Indians
at their devotions. The whole thirteen were soon collected at
the call of one whom they had chosen for their chief~ and seated
with sober sedate countenances around a large fire. After re
maining' in perfect silence for perhaps fifteen minutes, the chief
commenced a harangue in u solemn and impressive tone, remind
ing them of the object for which they were thus assembled that
of worshipping the' Great Spirit who made the light and the
darkness, the fire and the water,' and assured them that if they
offered up their prayers to him with but 'one tongue,' they
'would certainly be accepted. He then rose from his squatting
llOsition to hi~ k~ees,. and his example was follow'ed by all the
others. In thls situatwn he commenced a prayer, consisting of
short sentences, uttered rapidly but with great apparent fervour,
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his hands .clasped upon his breast, and his eyes cast upwards with
a beseechmg look towards heaven. At the conclusion of each
eentence, a choral response of a few words was made accom
panied fr~quently by low moaning. The prayer last~d about
twenty mmutes.
. After i~s conclusion, the chief, stpl m.aintaining the same posi

tIOn of hIS body and hands, but wIth hIS head bent to his breast,
commenced a kind of psalm or sacred song- in which the whole
company presently joined. The song was' a simple expression
of a few sounds, no intelligible words being uttered. It resembled
the words Ho-lut-ho-ha-lw-ha-ha-a, commencinO' in a low tone
and gradually swelling to a full, round, and beautifullv modu~
lated chorus. During the song the clasped hands of ihe wor
shippers were moved rapidly across the breast, and their bodies
swung' with gTeat energy to the time of the music. The chief
ended the song by a kind of s\velling groan, which was echoed
in chorus. It was then taken up by another, and the same
routine was gone through. The whole ceremony occupied per
haps an hour and a half; a short silence then succeeded, after
which each Indian rose from the ground, and disappeared in the
darkness with a step noiseless as that of a spectre. I think I
never was more gratified by any exhibition in my life. The
humble, subdued, and beseeching looks of the poor untutored
beings who were calling upon their heavenly father to forgive
their sins, and continue his mercies to them, and the evident
and heartfelt sincerity 'which characterised the whole scene, was
truly affecting and very impressive.

The next day being the Sabbath, our good missionary, Mr
.fason Lee, was requested to hold a meeting, with which he
oblig'ingly complied. A convenient shady spot was selected in
the forest adjacent, and the grea.ter part of our men, as well as
the whole of 1\11' M'Kay's company, including the Indians,
attended. The usual forms of the Methodist service, to which
Mr Lee is attached, were gone through, and were followed by a
brief but excellent and appropriate exhortation by that gentle
man. The people were remarkably quiet and attentive, and the
Indians sat upon the ground like statues. Although not one of
them eould understand a word that was said, they nevertheless
maintained the most strict and decOl'ous silence, kneeling' when
the preacher kneeled, and rising when he rose, evidently with a
view of paying him and us a suitable respect, however much
their own notions as to the proper and most acceptable forms of
worship might have been opposed to ours. A meeting for wor
ship in the Rocky Mountains is almost as unusual as the appear
ance of a herd of buffalo in the settlements. A sermon was
pprhaps never pl'eached here before, but fo~' myself I really en
joyed the whole scene: it possessed the charm of nov.elty, to say
nothing of the salutary effect which I sincerely hope It may pro
duce."
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After having completed the fort, and raised the American fla.g
upon it, the p:n>ty on. the 6th of A.ugust recommence~ t~ell'

journey westwad, .leavmg some men I~ charge of the buI1dl~g.
The company consisted now but of thIrty men, several Indian
women, and one hundred and sixteen horses. Having left most
of the fresh buffalo meat brought in by the hunting' party in
the fort for the subsistence of the small garrison, they had to be
contented with the old dry meat they had carried for many
weeks in their hampers, varied with the flesh of a grizzly bear,
01' any such animal which good fortune might send across their
path. Nor was this the worst, for on the very day after leaving
the fort, having travelled from sunrise over an arid plain covered
with jagged masses of lava and twisted wormwood bushes, and
where not a drop of water was to be seen, they began to suffer
dreadfully from thirst. Every man kept a bullet or smooth
stone in his mouth, mumbling it to provoke the saliva. A t last
one of the men, a mulatto, "cast himself resolutely from his
horse to the ground, and declared that he would lie there till he
died; 'there was no water in this horrid country, and he might
as well die here as ~o farther.' Some of us tried to infuse a iittle

~

courage into him, but it proved of no avail, and each was too
much occupied with his own particular grief to use his tongue
much in persuasion; so we left him to his fate.

Soon after nightfall, some signs of water were seen in a small
valley to our left, and upon ascending it, the foremost of the
pal'ty found a delightful little cold spring; but they soon ex
hausted it, and then commenced, with axes and knives, to dig
it out and enlarge it. By the time that Mr Nuttall and myself
arrived, they had excavated a large space, which was filled to
overflowing with muddy water. We did not wait for it to settle,
however, but throwing ourselves flat upon the ground, drank
until we were ready to burst. The tales which I had read of
suffering travellers in the Arabian deserts then recurred with
some force to my recollection, and I thought I could, though in
a very small measure, appreciate their sufferings by deprivation,
and their unmingled delight arui satisfaction in the opportunity
of assuaging them.

Poor Jim, the mulatto man, was found by one of the people
who went back in search of him lving where he had first fallen
and, either in a real or pretended swoon, still obstinate about
dying, and scarcely heeding the assurances of the other that
water was within .a ~ile of him. He was, however, at length
dragged and carrIed mto camp, and soused head foremost into
the m:-rd pu~dle, where he drank until his eyes seemed ready to
burst from hIS head, and he was lifted out and laid dripping and
flaccid upon the ground."
. The ground over which the party was travelling, was becom
mg more and more rugged and rocky. Thev entered a defile
between the mountains, about five hundred yards wide, covered
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like t~e surrounding country with pines; an~ as they proceeded,
the tImber grew so closely, a~ded t~ a thIck undergrowth of
hushes, that It appeared almost ImpossIble to proceed with their
horses.. The fanher they advanced the more their di.fficulties
seemed to increase; obstacles of various kinds impeded their
progress-fallen trees, their bra!1ches tangled and matted toge
ther; large rocks and deep ravmes; holes in the o-round into
which their animals would be precipitated without tl~e possihilitv
of avoiding them; and a hundred other difficulties. ~

After travelling for six miles through this defile, two of the
party, Captain Wyeth and the experienced hunter lliehardson,
set out to explore the foregrmmd, and look for a pass throuB'h
the mountains. They returned next morning with the mortify
ing intelligence that no pass could be found. They had climbed
to the very summit of the highest peaks ahove the snow and the
reach of vegetation, and the only prospect they han was a con
fused mass of huge angular rocks, over which a wild goat could
scarcely make his way. The captain also had a narrow escape
from being dashed to pieces during the excursion. He was
walking on a ridge whieh sloped from the top at an angle of
about forty degrees, and terminated at its lower part in a per
pendicular precipice of a thousand or twelve hundred feet. He
was moving along in the snow cautiously, near the lower edge,
in order to attain a more level spot beyond, when his feet slipped
and he fell. Before he could attempt to fix himself firmly, he slid
down the declivity till within a few feet of the frig:htful precipice.
At the instant of his fall, he had the presence of mind to plant
the rifle which he held in one hand, and his knife which he drew
from the scabbard with the other, into the snow, and as he almost
tottered on the verge, he succeeded in checking himself, and.
holding his body perfectly still. He then gradually moved, first
the rifle and then the knife, backward up the slanting hill behind.
him, and fixinoo them firmly, drew up his body parallel to them.
In this way h:'moved slowly and s-urely until he had gained h.is
former position, when, without further difficulty, he succeeded In

reaching the more level land. ..
Disappointed in finding a pass through the mountams at this

point, the party altered the bearing of their route, a~d at. last
they came upon the remains of a recent encampment of In?l~ns.

Followinoo the trail of these Indians, thev entered a vaHey SImIlar
to that which they had just explored, and tern~inating: in ~ path
over the mountains. Mr Townsend thus descl'lbes theIr tOIlsome
march across these heights. " The commencement of the Alpine
path was, however, far better than we had ~xpected, a1?'d we
entertained the hope that the pas!!ag'e could oe made w'rthout
difficulty or much toil; but the farther we progressed, the more
laborious the travelling became. Sometimes we mounted steep
banks of intermingled flinty rock and fria-hle slate~~' here our
horses could sCal'cely obtain a footing, frequently slIding down
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several feet on the loose broken stones. Again we ~assed along
the extJ'eme verge of tremendous precipices at a gIddy height,
where at almost every step the stones and earth \V,ould :011 from
under our horses' feet, and we could hear them strIke wIth a dull
leaden sound on the craggy rocks below. The whole journe:r
to-day, from the time we arrived at the heights until we had
crossed the mountain, has been a most fearful one. For myself,
I might have diminished the danger very considerably by
adopting the plan pursued by the rest of the company, that of
walking- and leading- my horse over the most dangerous places;
but I have been suffering for several days with a lame foot, and
am whollv incapable of such exertion. I soon discpvered that an
attempt to guide my horse over the most rug'g'ed and steepest
't'ang'es was worse than useless, so I dropped the rein upon the
animal's neck, and allowed him to t.ake his own course, closing
my eyes and keeping as quiet as possible in the saddle. But I
could not forbear starting occasionally when the feet of my
horse would slip on a stone and one side of him would slide
rapidly towards the edge of the precipice; but I ahvays recovered
myself by a desperate effort, and it was fortunate for me that I
did so."

The party continued its march for several days through this
rugged and inhospitable region, coming into occasional contact
with parties of the Snake Indians, and subsisting on the kamas,
a kind of root resembling the potato, which is found in the
prairie; on cherries, berries, and small fruit, which they found
g'rowing- on bushes; and also on an occasional chance prize of ani
mal food. "At about daylight on the morning of the 20th," says
:Mr Townsend, "having charge of the last guard of the niO'ht, I
observed a beautiful sleek little colt, of about four montl~s old,
trot into the camp, winnying with great apparent pleasure, and
dancing' and curvetting gaily amongst our sober and sedate
band. I had no doubt that he had strayed from Indians, who
were probably in the neighbourhood; but as here every animal
that comes near us is fair game, and as we were hungry, not
having eaten anything' of consequence since yesterday morning,
I thoug'ht the little stranger would make a good breakfast for us.
Concluding, however, th~t it would ?e best to act advisedly in the
matter, I put my head mto Captam vVyeth's tent, and telling
him the news, made the proposition which had occurred to me.
~'?e captain's reply was encouraging enough-' DO'wn with him,
It you please, Mr Townsend; and let us have him for breakfast.'
Accor.dingly, in five minutes afterwards a bullet sealed the fate
of the unfortunate visitor, and my men were set to work makinO'
tires and rummaging out the long-neglected stew-pan; while I
eng-aged myself in flaving the little animal and cuttin:" up his
body in readiness for the pots. ' 0

'¥hen. the camp was aro~s.ed about an llOur after, the savoury
steam of the cookery was l'lsmg and salutin'" the nostrils of ouru 0
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hUl!gry people with its fragrance, who, rubbing their hands wit.h
dehg'ht, ~at themselv~s do;vn ~pon the ground, waiting with
what l?atle~lCe they IDIg'ht ~Ol' tile unexpected repast which WliS

prepal'mg' for them. It was to me almost equal to a g-ood break
fast to witness the pleasure and satisfaction which I had been
the means of diffusin,g t,hro~gh .the caI?p. The repast was ready
at length, and we did full JustIce to It; every man ate until he
was filled, and all pronounced it one of the most delicious meals
they had ever assisted in demolishing. When our breakfast was
conc1ude<1, but little of the colt remained; that little was how
ever, cal'efully packed up and deposited on one of the h01;ses to
furnish at least a portion of another meal." ,

In the afternoon of the same day, after a long mareh, they
procured three small salmon from some Indians \vho were fishino'
on the l\1allade river; and these, cooked along with a gTouse, ~
beaver, and the remains of the pony, made a very savol{ry mes~.
" 'While we were eating', we were visited by a Snake chief, a large
and pO\verful man, of a peculiarly dignified aspect and manner.
He was naked, with the exception of a small blanket whieh
covered his shoulders, and descended to the mi<ldle of the back,
being· fastened around the neck with a silver ske\ver. As it was

~.

puduing' time with us, our visitor was of course invited to sit down
and eat; and he, nothing loath, deposited llimself at once upon the
ground, and made a remarkably vig'orous assault upon the mixed
contents of the dish, He had not eaten long, however, before we
perceived a sudden and inexplicable change in his countenance,
which was instantly followed by a violent ejectment of a huge
mouthful of our luxurious fare. The man rose slowly and with
great dig'nity to his feet, and pronouncing the sing'le wod
she/tum (horse), in a tone of mingled ang'er and disgust, stalked
rapidly out of the camp, not even wishing us a g'ood evening. It
struck me as a singular instance of accuracy and discrimination.
in the organs of taste. 'Ve had been eating of the multifarious
compound without being able to recognise by the taste a single
ing'redient which it contained; a stranger came amongst us, who
did not know, when he commenced eating, that the dish was
formed of more than one item, and yet in less than five minutes
he diseovered one of the very least of its component parts."

'l'he neighbourhood of these Snake Indians was not very agree
able to our travellers for many reasons, Mr Townsend paid a
visit to their camp, and the description he gives of it does not
lead one to conceive a high idea of savage life. " Early in the
morning'," he says, "I strolled into the Snake camp. It con
sists of about thirty- lodges or .wigwan:s, form~ generally of
branches of trees tIed too-ether III a come summIt, and covered
with buffalo, deer, or elk skins. Men and little children were
lolling about the ground all around the wigwams, together w}t.h
a heteroO"eneous assemblaO'e of doO"s, cats, some tamed prall'Ie

o ~ 0 d d edwolves, and other varmints. The dogs growle an snapp
2!l
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when I approached, t~e wolves cowe~ed and looked cross, and the
cats ran away and Ind themselves III dark corners. They had
not been accustomed to the face of a white man, and all the
quadrupeds seemed to regard me as some monstrous production,
more to be feared than loved or courted. This dislike, however,
did not appear to extend to the bipeds, for many of every age
and sex g'athered around me, and seemed to be examining me
critically in all directions. The me~ looked complacently at .me,
the women, the dear creatures, smIled upon me, and the httle
naked pot-bellied children crawled aT?und ~y feet, exa~l~ning
the fashion of my hard shoes, and playmg WIth the long frmges
of my leathern inexpressibles. But I scarcely know how to com
mence a description of the camp, or to frame a sentence which
will give an adequate idea of the extreme filth and horrific nasti
ness of the whole vicinity.

Immediately as I entered the village, my olfactories were
assailed by the most vile and mephitic odours, which I found to
proceed chiefly from great piles of salmon entrails and g'arbage,
which were lying- festering and rotting in the sun around the
verv doors of the habitations. Fish, recent and half-dried, were

•
scattered all over the ground under the feet of the dogs, wolves,
and children; and others which had been split, were hanging
on rude platforms erected within the precincts of the camp.
Some of the women were making their breakfast of the great
red salmon eggs as large as peas, and using a wooden spoon
to convey them to their mouths. Occasionally, also, by way of
varying the repast, they would take a huge pinch of a drying
fish which was lying on the ground near them. Many of the
children were similarly employed, and the little imps would also
have hard contests with the dogs for a favourite morsel, the for
mer roaring and blubbering, the lattel' yelping and snarling, and
both rolling over and over together upon the savoury soil. The
whole economy of the lodges, and the inside and outside appear
ance, was of a piece with everything else about them filthy
beyond description; the very skins which covered the wigwams
were black and stiff with rancid salmon fat, and the dresses (if
dresses they may be called) of the women were of the same
colour and consistence from the same cause. These dresses are
little square pieces of deer-skin, fastened with a thonO" around the
loins, and reaching about half way to the knees; the rest of the
person is entirely naked. Some of the women had little children
clinging like bUllfrogs to their backs, without being fastened,
and in that situation extracting their lactiferous sustenance from
the breast, which was thrown over the shoulders. It is almost
needless to say that I did not remain lono- in the Snake camp·• 0 ,

for althoug-h I had been a considerable time estrano-ed from the
- b

abodes of luxury, and had become somewhat accustomed to at
least a partial assimilation to a state of nature, yet I was not pre
pared tor what I saw here. I never had fancied anythin0" so
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utterly abominable, and was glad to escape to a purer and more
wholesome atmosphere."

The party again toiled on, every day's march bringing them
sensibly nearer the end of their journey. On the 2d of Septem~

ber they reached the Utalla river, and here Captain Wyeth and
t~o men left them to go on to the Walla Walla fort, a little way
distant. Now that our travellers were to enter once more into
ci~lised society, they began to ~eel. a little anxiety about their
tOIlet; and Mr Tow.nse~d's descrIptiOn. of the preparations they
made ?n the occaSIOn IS rather am~smg. "As we were ap~

proachmg so near the abode of those m whose eyes we wished to
appear like fellow Christians, we concluded that there would be
a propriety in attempting to remove at least one of the heathenish
badges which we had worn throughout the journey; so Mr
Nuttall's razor was fished out from its hiding-place in the bottom
of his trunk, and in a few minutes our encumbered chins lost
their long-cherished ornaments; we performed our ablutions in
the river, arrayed ourselves in clean linen, trimmed our long hair,
and then arranged our toilet before a mirror with great self-com~

placence and satisfaction. I admired my own appearance con~

siderably (and this is probably an acknowledgment that few
would make), but I could not refrain from laughing at the
strange party-coloured appearance of my physiognomy, the
lower portion being fair like a woman's, and the upper brown
and swarthy as an Indian."

ARRIVAL AT THE COLUMBIA.

" About noon of the 3d of September," continues our traveller,
"we struck the WalIa Walla river, a pretty stream of fifty or
sixty yards in width, fringed with tall willows, and containing a
number of salmon, which we can see frequently leaping from the
water. The pasture here being good, we allowed our horses an
hour's rest to feed, and then travelled over the plain until near
dark, when, on ascending' a sandy hill, the noble Columbia burst
upon our view. I could scarcely repress a loud exclamation of
delight and pleasure as I gazed upon the magnificent river flow
ing silently and majestically on, and reflected that I had actually
crossed the vast American continent, and now stood upon a stream
that poured its waters directly into the Pacitic. This then was
the great Oregon, the first appearance of which gave L~wis and
Clark so many emotions of joy and pleasure, and on thIS stream
our indefatigable countrymen wintered after the toils and priva~
tions of a long and protracted journey through the wildern~ss.
My reverie was suddenly interrupted by one of the men exclalI~
ing from his posi tion in advance, ' Th~~'e is the ~ort.' ~e had III

truth approached very near without bemg conSCIOUS of It. There
stood the fort on the bank of the river; horses and h01:ned c~ttle
were roaming about the vicinity, al!'d on the ?orders of the ht!,le
Wana WalIa we l'ecoO"nised the whIte tent of our long lost mIS-

e ~
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sionaries. These we soon joined, and were I1?et an~ re.ceived
by them like brethren.. Mr Nuttall and mysel~ were ll1Vlte~ to
sup with them upon a dIsh of stewed hares whIch ~hey ha.d .J~st
prepared, and it IS almost needless to say that we dId full JustIce
to the good men's cookery. The.y told us that they h.a~ travelled
comfortably from Fort Hal~ wIthout ~nl unusual fatIg'ue~ an.d
like ourselves haa no partIcularly stIrrmg adventures. Then'
route, although somewhat longer, w~s a ~uch less toilsome ~nd
difficult one, and they suffered but httle for want of food, bemg
well provided with dried buffalo meat, which had been pre
pared near Fort Hall.J1

At 'Walla Walla, the party broke up into sections, some intend
ing to reach Fort Vancouver in one way, some in another. The
missionaries had engaged a large barg'e to convey the~ forom
"Talla 'Valla directly to Vancouver, down the ColumbIa nver,
and MrTownsend and Mr Nuttall were anxious to go along with
them' but as the bar2:e could not contain so many, they were
oblig:~d to travel on 'horseback to a point about eig>hty miies
farther down the river, ,vhere Captain Wyeth engaged to ,,,ait
for them and procure canoes to convey them to Vancouvel'. In
the course of their lana journey down the banks of the river,
they passed a village of the Walla Walla Indians, a tribe ~o

remarkable for their honesty and moral deportment, that then'
conduct and habits amidst g-rcat privations shine in comparison
'with those of Christian communities. The river in this part is
described as about three quarters of a mile wide-a clear, deep,
and rapid stream.

Having reached the appointed spot on the 10th of September,
the travellers found the captain waiting: 'with three canoes, each
provided with an Indian helmsman, and on the 11 th they embarked
and commenced their voyage down stream. They had hardly set
sail, however, when the wind "rose to a heavy g'ale, and the waves
ran to a prodigious height. At one moment our frail bark danced
upon the crest of a wave, and at the next fell with a surge into
the troug'h of the sea; and as we looked at the swell before us, it
seemed that in an instant we must inevitably be engulfed. At
such times the canoe ahead of us was entirely hidden from view,
but she was observed to rise ag'ain like the seag'uU, and hurry on
into the same danger. The Indian in my canoe soon became
completely frightened: he frequently hid his face with his hands,
and sang in a low melancholy voice a prayer which we had
often heard from his people while at their evening devotions.
As our dangers were every moment increasing', the man became
at length absolutely childish, and with all our persuasion and
threats we could not induce him to lay his paddle into the
water. We were all soon compelled to put in shore which we
~l~d without sustaining any damage; the boats were' hauled up
hIgh and dry, an~ we concluded to remain in our quarters until
to-morrow, or untIl there was a cessation of the wind. In about an

23



EXCURSION TO THE OREGON.

hour it lulled a little, and Captain Wyeth ordered the boats to
be agai,n lauJ.lched, in the llOpe of being able to weather a point
about five mIles below before the gale again commenced, where
we could lie by until it should be safe to proceed. The calm
prove~, as some of us had suspected, a treacherous one: in a very
few mmutes after we got under way, we were contending- with
the same difficulties as before, and again our cowardly llelms
man bid by his paddle and be?'an mumbling his prayer. It wns
too irr'itating to be borne. Our canoe had swung roullli broad
side to the surge, and was shipping gallons of 'water at eVel')'
dash.

At this time it was absolutely nece5saJ"V that every man on
board should exert himself to the utmost ~to head up· the canoe
and make the shore as soon as possible. Our Indian, }JOwevel',
still sat with his eyes covered, the most abject and contemptible
looking thing I ever saw. 'Ve took him by the shoulders and
threatened to throw him overboard jf he did not immediately
lend his assistance: we might as well have spoken to a stone.
He was finally aroused, how'ever, by our presenting a loaded
gun at his breast. He dashed the muzzle away, seized his
paddle ag'ain, and worked with a kind of desperate and wild
energy until he sank back in the canoe completely exhausted.
In the meantime the bont had become half-full of water, ship
pin~ a part of every gurf that struck her; and as we gained the
5ha110'''"s, every man sprang overboard, breast deep, and began
hauling the canoe to shore. This was even a more difficult task
than that of propelling her with the oars; the water still broke
over her, and the bottom was a deep kind of quicksand, in which
we sank almost to the knees at every step, the surf at the same
time dashing against us with such violence as to throw us re
peatedly upon our faces. 'Ve at length reached the shore, and
hauled the canoe up out of reach of the breakers. She was then
unloaded as soon as possible, and turned bottom upwards. The
goods had suffered considerably by the wetting; they were all
unbaled, and dried by a large fire which we built on the shore."

For two or three days they were tossed about on th~ river;
now attempting to make way, now forced to land agam, and
always drenched to the skin. The missionaries and their party,
too, who had set out in the barge from 'Valla Walla, were in no
better plight. On the 14th the three canoes were again loaded,
and again made the attempt to proceed; but in a short while one
of them was stove, and another greatly damaged, so that they
had to be unloaded and drawn out of the water. An effort was
now made to procure one or two canoes with a pilot from an
Indian village five miles below. This proved a hazardous and
fatiguing- journey; but was rewarded by getting one ca~oe and
several Indians to assist in the nuvilration. With this remforce
ment, and with the boats mended, the party again attempted the
descent of the river. The vovaO'e this time was more fortunate,
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and next day they all arri:red at the fort, ~hich was. the. end ?f
their journey across the wilderness. The time occupIed m thIS
dangerous expedition had been six months and three days.
Unharmed by fatigue or accident, with a constitution strength
ened by healthful exercise, and a mind buoyant with the novelty
of the scenes they had passed through, the travellers felt sin
cerely thankful to that kind and overruling Providence which
had watched over and protected them.

At Fort Vancouver, -Mr Townsend left the trading part of the
expedition, and procured a passage on board an American vessel,
which carried him to the Sandwich Islands, and there he passed
the winter months. He afterwards returned to the Columbia
and its environs among the Rocky Mountains, to pursue his
scientific researches; and his purpose being at length fulfilled,
he returned by sea, touching at Valparaiso on the South Ame
rican coast, and reached home after an absence of three years.

It is gratifying to learn, that the researches of the two natu
ralists were eminently successful. Besides procuring specimens
of many rare animals, Mr Townsend discovered in the course of
his expedition about fifty-four new species, sixteen of which were
quadrupeds, and twenty-eight birds. Mr Nuttall also made
many important additions to botanical science.

THE OREGON TERRITORY.

The large district of country on the Pacific, receiving the
Dame of Oregon, which can only be reached from the eastern
settlements, as we have seen, by an incalculable degree of labour,
is of uncertain dimensions, but is generally considered to extend
from the 42d to the 54th degree of north latitude, and from the
Rocky Mountains westward to the Pacific. From the moun
tains, the country presents a comparatively abrupt slope, con
sisting of immense belts or terraces, disposed one below the other
to the sea, but here and there interrupted by hilly ridges.
The higher regions are rocky, wild, and covered with forests of
huge pines and other trees; in the lower grounds, the land is
open and fertile, furnishing grasses and edible roots in great pro
fusion.

Towards the south, where the country borders on Mexico, the
climate is mild, but afflicted with a rainy season, which com
m~ncing in .Octo~er, does .not end till April. The temp~sts of
wmd and ram which occaslOnallv occur are terrible. Near the
n~rthern l.imi~, the extremes o(heat a~d .cold are greater, the
wmters ~emg mtensely severe. The prmclpal animals found in
the territory are bears, wild horses, small deer, wolves and
foxes; otters and beavers are plentiful on the banks of the ;ivers,
whose waters abound with the finest salmon and seals. The
Indian races are thinly scattered over this extensive region,
and are not supposed to number more than 170,000 individuals.

Little, however, is distinctly known of the Oregon. Few have
30
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explored it except hunters. The attention of travellers has been
chiefly confined to the river Columbia or Oregon, the latter name
having been communicated to the country. This river, politically
and commercially, is the great point of attraction; for from it is
expected a means of descending to the Pacific from the interior.
The upper part of the river is formed by two main branches,
winding their way amidst the valleys of the Rocky Mountains;
and the more southerly of these tributaries is said to reach to with
in 200 miles of the head waters of the Missouri. Formed by these
and many smaller streams, the Oregon flows in a westerly direc
tion to the Pacific, pretty nearly dividing the country into two
equal parts. In a direct line, the space over which it runs is 650
miles in breadth; but as it winds considerably, the entire length
of the river is probably as much as 1000 miles.

According to the accounts of Townsend, Lewis and Clark,
Washington Irving in his "Astoria," and others, the Oregon,
though a large river, is exceedingly difficult of navigation, being
very various in breadth and force of current, im eded by rocks,

wind, against which no skill can afford protection. n some
places the banks are flat and marshy, covered with trees and
bushes which flourish only in swamps, and in others they are
high and precipitous, hemming in the waters which dash to
and fro at their base. 'l'he bar or estuary is infested with
breakers, which render the ingress and egress always hazardous;
the tide rises about eight and a half feet at the mouth, and
ascends the stream about 160 miles. Vessels of 300 tons may
reach the Multnomah branch, about sixty miles below the great
falls, and sloops of small burden go up nearly to the rapids.
Beyond this point all is difficulty and danger, and the smallest
craft have to be taken from the stream, and carried over the
numerous rocky impediments.

The greatest of the falls is at about 180 miles above the
mouth of the river. The first is a perpendicular cascade of
twenty feet, after which there is a swift descent for a mile, be
tween islands of hard black rock, to another pitch of eight
feet divided by two rocks. About two and a half miles below
this the river expands into a wide basin, seemingly dammed up
by a perpendicular edge of black rock. A current, however,
sets diagonally to the left of this rocky barrier, where there is a
chasm forty-five yards in width. Through this the whole body
of the waters roars along', swelling, and whirling, and boiling
for some distance in the wildest confusion. Through this tre
mendous channel the first explorers of the river, Lewis and
Clark, passed adventurously in their boats; the danger not being
from the rocks but from the great surges and whirlpools. At
the distance of a mile and a half from the foot of this narrow
channel is a rapid formed by two rocky islands; and two miles
beyond is a second great fall over a ledge of rocks twenty feet
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high, extending nearly from shore to shore. The river is ag:ain
compressed into a channel from fifty to a hundred feet .wId~,
worn throuO'h a rouO'h bed of hard black rock, along whIch It
boils and ro~rs with

0

great fury for the distance of three miles.
This is called the Loner Narrows. Such are a few of the featm'es
of the Columbia or ch'egon, as mentioned by Irving and other
American writers; the impre~sion left on our minds, from all we
have read on the subject, being that it is a river in its present
condition of little commercial value; and how many millions of
}1ounds sterling would he required to provide its navigation with
:trtificial side-locks and channels, it would be presumptuous for
us to sav.

The ~nly establisbments of the whites are the Hudson Bay
Company's posts and settlements, and the missionary stations of
the American Board of Foreig-n :Missions~ the country generally
being still in possession of the native tribes. Fort Vancouvel',
the companJ's principal depot, stands on the north side of the
river, 100 miles fi'om its mouth, in the midst of fertile and
beautiful prairies. The fort is merely a stockade, inclosing the
companv's buildings, surrounded by about fifty huts, occupied
by the ~mechanics and labourers, with their Indian wives and
slaves, who number in all about 800 persons. The stations of
the American mission board are Astoria and Clatsop, both
situated near the mouth of the river the former on the north
and the latter on the southern shore. Besides these there are
various posts scattered over the interior; latterly the territory has
received a number of Anglo-American settlers from the states;
and from the enterprising character of that people, it seems not
unlikely that in a few years, in spite of every obstacle, it will be
extensively settled upon by them.

As is generally kno\vn, the United States prefer a claim to the
g-reater part, if not the whole of the Oregon territory, while Great
Britain disputes this title, and asserts a claim to at least joint
occupancy, a right of navigating the Columbia, and of forming
settlements and trading posts in the country. To the British,
with their feeble and cumbrous colonial policy, this far distant
territory can never be anything but an engine of trouble and
expense; or at best, the mere resort of hunters and fur-traders,
from whose feats the nation at large can derive little economical
advaIl;tag~. Even did it present a~ average field for emigration
-whICh IS rendered more than dubIOUS by the character both of
the soil and climate-still, considering that it is between two and
three thousand miles distant from the farthest verO'e of 'Western
Canada, and of very tedious and dangerous accesst:"by sea, it can
by no means form an acquisition of peculiar value to a country
~vhose accessible possessions are already so extensive. Viewed
m whatever lig'ht, it is exceedinO'lv desirable that the conflictinO"
claims of the British and Unit~~(Statesg'overnments respecting.
the O~eg'on '.vere amicably and speedily a~justed.


