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Senate G.O.P. picks new Ieadershlp

by PETER RINEARSON
Times Olympia bureau

OLYMPIA — A woman was
leading a political caucus for the
first time in state history today,
after Senate Republicans. threw
out their top two leaders,

Senator Jeannette Hayner, 60,
of Walla Walla, was elected Sen-
ate Republican Leader by the Re-
publicam caucus late yesterday.

By a vote, reported tobe 1010 8,
the 19 Senate Republicans voted
to replace Senate Minority Leader
Jim Matsen of Selah and Minori
Caucus Chairman Charles
Newschwander of Tacoma.

Mrs. Hayner will be “the first
among equals”™ in a new team con-
cept of running the minority cau-
cus, reporters were told at a press
conference called last night.

The team concept will be used
to try to win new Republican Sen-
ate seats in the 1980 election, Mrs.
Hayner said. “We believe the cli-
mate is most favorable for a
change, so that Republicans are in
the majority,” she said.

Two other senators, George
Scott of Seattle and R.H. (Bob)
Lewis of Spokane, were elected to
top leadership posts, to be nearly
equal in rank to Mrs. Hayner.

The new leaders praised the de-
dication of Matsen, but said he
had controlled the money and par-
ty power in elections too closely,

Although Matsen and Newsch-
wander knew there were senators
who wanted them replaced, the
vote yesterday took them by sur-
prise,

Neither was available after the
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vote, but colieagues said that Mat-
sen, in particular, was angry.

Several Republicans said they
believe Matsen might resign his
Senate seat in the near future.
Presumably, Representative Alex
Deccio, Yakima Republican,
would fill the seat,

If that were to happen, a hot
political race to fill Deccio's va-
cancy would be certain.

Democrats and Republicans
probably would vast sums
trying to fill the seat, with Demo-
crats hoping to regain control of
the House, which is tied with 49
members from each party.

Matsen, 51, has been in the Sen-
ate since 1968 and in Senate Re-
publican leadership since 1972. He
has led the party for two years

JiIM MATSEN
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and helped forge & conservative
coalition which controlled much
Senate action during the 1977 ses-

Matsen was aware that man edy
Republicans wanted him replac
and bitterly told a Times reporter
last month that he hoped th?
would remove him from his lea

post so he wouldn’t have to

work so hard.

Matsen ran the Senate Republi-
can campaign committee with lit-
tle outside help, and some Repub-
licans complained that they were
kept in the dark.

Matsen was accused by critics
of monopolizing decisions about
which candidates should be sup-
poried and how much money they
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would receive.

About three weeks ago, a num-
ber of Senate Republicans ap-
proached Matsen and suggested in
strong terms that he decentralize
control of the 1880 campaign

A seven-member committee
was created, ostensibly at Mat-
sen's suggestion, to control the

c.ampalgE
new leaders said that
the committee was not enough of
a change, Winning in 1980 requires
new people to carry out the fresh
approach, Mrs. Hayner said.
Many Republicans in both
House and Senate were suspicious
of the role of Matsen and Newsch-
wander in promoting passage of
the Democratic budget.
Matsen was outspoken at times,
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suggesting that House Republi-

cans might as well accept the in-

evitable and buy the budget.
Rumors that Matsen and

‘Newschwander might be involved

in deals to pass the et out-
raged some Senate Republicans,

incl at least one member of
the new rship.
At the press conference, the

new leaders would say only that a
fresh approach was needed. The
end of the session is at hand, and
the umdi has cgme for new begin-
nings, they sai

The new leaders said they felt
no personal animosity toward
Matsen or Newschwander.

“I'm sure Jim i§ very mad, but
we have nothing but good will,”
Scott said.
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Mrs. Hayner said she hopes
Matsen will continue to be active
in the Republican caucus, but not-
ed that Newschwander'is expect-
ed to resign soon.

Newschwander, a dentist, hopes
to be appointed by Gov. Dixy Lee
Ray to the State Board of Tax
Appeals.

Mrs. Hayner and her husband,
(Dutch) Hayner, both are
attorneys racticing in Walla Wal-
la They Eave three grown chil-

She was elected to the House of
Representatives in 1972 and 1974,
She was assistant whip in the
House G.0.P. caucus before being
elected to the Senate in 1976,

Rinearson, Peter, “Senate G.O.P. Picks New Leadership,” Seattle Times, May 31,
*Used with permission

1979




