Private-club licenses

Liquor chairman backs anti-bigotry bill

By LYLE BURT
Times Olympia Bureau
OLYMPIA — Jack Hood

chairman of the State Liguor
Control Board, pleaded with
a Senate commiitee vesier-
day for legislation to take
state liquor licenses away
from private cluebs which
practice discrimination.

In & surprise statement,
Hood told members of the
Commerce and Regulatory
Agencies Cormmittee!

*1t is difficult for me as a
human being and an individ-
ual to admunister liquor laws
which subsidize bigotry.”

Hood said that as long as
he is 2 board member he
will carry out such laws, but
added:

“1 would be so grateful if
you woilld change them.™

HOOD'S appearance on be-
half of Semate Bill 138 and
other legislation aimed at
discriminating clubs came
during a 24 hour hearing
called to consider several
pieces of liguor legisiation
But the hottest issue was
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Commitiee members heard
about 11 witnesses, almost
evenly divided.

enerally, proponents of
the legislation urged imme-
diate passage. Opponents
recommended waiting the
gutcome of relevant cases
boford the United States Su-
preme Coaurt.

Philip Havasaka. chair-
man of the Seattle Huran
Rights Commission, sad
that when private organiza-
oms hal'e prar:n-::es SeDnlra-
ry to democratic principhes .
. . this condition should not
be iolerated let alone sanc-
tioned by law."

MNat Jackson, president of
the Thurston County Urban
League, said he was not
there to oppose the Elks or

\oose or the many activithes
they S pONSOT

“1 simply oppose issuance
of liguor licenses o organt-
zations that discriminate
Jackson said.

“It's hard to explain (0
mv kids that the state (o
which | pay my iaxes con-
dones such practices,'” he
added.

SPEAKING FOR Gov. Dan
Evans, who has called for
the legislation, James Dolliv-
er, the powernor's adminis-
trative assistant, said that
the argument that the legls-
lation hits at the right of
freedom of associaton "is a
red herring, a straw man.”

“It 18 another thing to say
that when they pather they
should receive special privi-
leges from the state,” Dolliv-
er said.

Strongest opponent of the
anti-discrimination proposal
was the Washington Fed-
erated Clubs.

Flovd Buchanan, executive
director, contended that
there is a "head-on collisiom
between the concepts of
right and wrong and some
fundamental principles of

constitutional rights. "

Buchanan suid the specific
legislation was defective. It
wild require the Liquor
Controd  Board to  dacide
which organizations discrim-
inate and how without giving
the board adequats guide-
lines on which to base deci-
sions, he argued.

Buchanan and Duncan
McPherson, past president
of the Stale Elks Associa-
tion, arpued that fraternal
organizations actually make
major contributions o the
state and the community.

Buchanan said a recent
study showed that the organ-
izations paid $3.4 million in
taxes to state and local gov-
ermmment in one year.

McPherson emphasized
Elks charitable programs
and sald that changes have
beer and will continue to be
made in the lodge's proce-
dures.

“Bat we helleve the
changes showld not be made
under pressure,” he said
“We believe it is our right to
make the changes."

Senator August P. Mardes-
ich, chairman of the commit-
tee, said if it appeared nec-

essary he would schedule
further hearings to gather
more testimony on  both
sides.

A PROPOSAL to turn the
state liquor momopoly over
to private enterprise ran into
solid opposition from the
three Liguor Board mem-
bers.

Hood said that if the Legis-
lature should decide to take
the state out of the liguor
business it would have to
find some way o make up
the loss of profit.

Leroy Mittle estimated the
state’s profit is abgut 532
million & year.

Don  Eldridge, the third
member, said such a move
would throw 1,200 state em-
ployes out of work and not
add any apprécidble number
of jobs in private industry.
Eldridge guessed that news-
paper operators were behind
the move in an effort to
make more advertising reve-
nue,

Senatar John Stender,
Seattle Republican and spon-
sor of the bill, said a poll
taken in his district showed
80 per cent of the voters fa-

vored the private-enterprise
approach.

Only Tony Passanante,
vice president of the State
Culinary Workers Union, op-
posed a bill to allow 18-, 15
and X-year-olds to work in
cocktail bars and restau-
rants serving liquor.

This legislation was sup-
ported stromgly by the Wash-
ington Restaurant Assocla-
tion.

Mo opposition was voiced
to a proposal to allow 18-, 18
and 20-year-olds to by and

consume liquor.

HOWEVER, there was
heavy opposition from the
Restaurant Association, pri-
vate clubs and individoal
restaurant operators (0 a
move to reduce the mini-
mum 15 per cent liquor-price
that class H licensees re-
ceive to 7.5 per cent.

Robert Seeber, attorney
for the association, said his
organization had no chance
to have a say when the legis-
lation was being drafted.

Seeber said the industry
has been “in a state of dis-
tress' and loss of part of the
discount would hurt it.
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