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Initiative Measure No. 456 Fl LE D

DEC 04 2009

SECRETARY OF STATE

STATE
Bring Back Our $30 tabs OF WASHINGTON

AN ACT Relating to limiting government-imposes charges relating
to motor wvehicles: amending RCW 46.16.070, 46.01.140, 82.08.020,
46.16.237, 46.16.270, 81.104.160, 36.120.050, 82.44.065, 47.46.100,
47 .46.090, 47.46.120, 47.56.785, 47.56.805, 47.56.810, 47.56.850,
and 47.56.078; reenacting and amending RCW 46.16.0621 and 46.16.233;
adding a new section to chapter 82.44 RCW; creating new sections;

and repealing RCW 46.17.010, 46.17.020, and 82.44.035.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:
PCLICIES AND PURPOSES

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. This measure brings back our $30 tabs by

establishing a vehicle owners’ bill of rights to ensure that vehicle
owners are treated fairly and reasonable limits are set forth for
vehicle-related charges. The rights guaranteed by this act are:

{1) Vehicle owners have a right to $30 tabs. Voters have
repeatedly approved $30 tabs, yet politicians continually ignore the
voters’ repeated, unambiguous mandate by wunilaterally imposing
higher and higher vehicle taxes and fees to get around the voters’
clear 1intent. This measure limits wvarious government-imposed
charges relating to motor vehicles.

(2) Vehicle owners have a right to an accurate calculaticn of
vehicle taxes, basing them on purchase price, not the artificially
inflated, inaccurate, and dishonest manufacturers’ suggested retail
price (MSRP}.

{3) Vehicle owners have a right to representation when it comes
to tolls. Tolls must never be set and imposed by unelected

bureaucrats but by elected representatives in the legisliature.
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VEHICLE OWNERS BILL OF RIGHTS #1:
$30 TABS

Sec. 2. RCW 46.16.0621 and 2003 ¢ 1 s 2 and 2002 c 352 s 7

are each reenacted and amended to read as follows:

£
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tab fees are set at $25 per year for motor vehicles, regardless of

year, value, make, or model, subject to the reqguirements of this

section.

(2) ' o .

hig—seation)) For the purposes of this section,

*license tab fees” are defined as the general feesg paid annually for

licensing motor vehicles, including but not limited to cars, sport

utility wvehicles, motorcycles, and motor homes. This fee shall be

paid and collected annually and is due at the time of initial and

renewal vehicle registration. Trailers licensed under RCW

46.16.068, 46.16.085, 46.04.620, or 46.04.623 and campers licensed

under RCW 46.16.505 are not required to pay license tab fees under

this section.

(3) In any jurisdiction which imposes a nonvoter-approved

vehicle fee after the effective date of this act, such as a

transportation benefit district under RCW 36.73.065 or 82.80.140,

license tab fees on a motor wvehicle for a wvehicle owner in that

jurisdiction shall be set at twenty-five dollars minus the amount(s})

of any nonvoter-approved vehicle fee(s) and minus any license tab

charge collected under RCW 46.16.076.
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Sec. 3. RCW 46.16.070 and 2005 ¢ 314 s 204 are each amended
to read as follows:

{1y In 1lieu of all other wvehicle licensing fees, unless
specifically exempt, and in addition to the mileage fees prescribed
for buses and stages 1in RCW 46.16.125, there shall be paid and
collected annually for each truck, motor truck, truck tractor, road
tractor, tractor, bus, auto stage, or for hire wvehicle with seating
capacity of more than six, based upon the declared combined gross
weight or declared gross weight under chapter 46.44 RCW, the

following licensing fees by such gross welght:

12 WEIGHT SCHLEDULL A SCHEDULE B
13 ({4:000-Hbs-)) $ ((46-607) $ ((40:60))
14 4000 Ihs. 25.00 25.00
15 {{6:000-4bs-)) ¥ ((56:09)) $ ((s000))
16 6,000 1bs, 25.00 25.00
17 {(#,6H30-Hhs-)) $ (66000 $ ((60-66))
18 8.000 Ibs, 25.00 25.00
19 (13,000 Mhs.)) 5 (1e2-66))  ((62:66))
20 10,000 Ibs. 25.00 25.00
21 12,000 Ibs, 79.00 79.00
22 14.000 Ibs. 90.00 90.00
23 16,000 Ibs. 102.00 102.60
24 18,000 lbs. 154,00 15404}
25 20,000 Ihs. 171.00 171.00
26 22,000 Ibs. 185.00 185.00
27 24,000 Ibs. 200.00 200.00
28 26000 [bs, 211.00 21100
29 28,000 Ibs. 249.00 249.60
30 30000 Ibs. 287.00 28700
31 32,000 Ibs. 346.00 346.00
32 34,000 Ibs. 168.00 368.00
33 36,000 Ibs. 399.00 399.00
34 38,000 Ihs. 438.00 438.00
35 40,000 Ibs. 501.00 SOL.00
36 42,000 Ibs. 521.00 611.00
37 44000 lbs. 532.00 622.00
33 46,000 lbs. 572.00 662.00
39 48,000 Ihs. 596.00 686.00
40 50,000 Ibs. 647.00 737.00
41 52,000 lbs, 680.00 770.00
42 54,000 Ibs. 734.00 824.00
43 56,000 Ibs. 775.00 865.00
44 58,000 Ibs. 806.00 896.00
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60,000 1bs.
62,000 Ibs.
64,000 Ibs.
66,000 b,
63,000 Ibs.
70,000 bs.
72,000 ibs.
74,000 tbs,
76,000 lhs.
78,000 1bs.
80,000 1hs.
82,000 Ibs.
84,000 Ibs.
86.000 Ibs.
$8,000 Ibs.
90,000 Ibs.
92.000 Lbs.
94,000 Ibs.
96.000 Ibs.
98,000 Ibs.
100,000 1bs.
102,000 Ibs.

104,000 Ibs.
105,500 Ibs.

855.00
92i.00
941.00
1048.00
1093.00
1177.00
1239.40
[368.00
1478.00
1614.00
1742.00
1863.00
1983 .00
210400
2225.00
2346.00
246600
2587.00
2708.00
2829.00
2949.00
3070.00
3191.00
331200

949,00
L1100
1031.00
1138.00
1183.00
1267.00
1349.00
1458.00
1368.00
1704.00
1832.00
1953.00
2073.00
2194.00
2315.00
2436.00
25356.00
2677.00
2798.00
2919.00
3039.04
3160.00
3281.00
340200



Schedule & applies to vehicles either used exclusively for
hauling logs or that do not tow trailers. Schedule B applies to
vehicles that tow trailers and are not covered under Schedule A.

Every truck, motor truck, truck tractor, and tractor exceeding
((6-088)) 10,000 pounds empty scale weight registered under chapter
46.16, 46.87, or 46.88 RCW shall be licensed for not less than one
hundred fifty percent of its empty weight unless the amount would be
in excess of the legal limits prescribed for such a vehicle in RCW
46.44.041 or 46.44.042, in which event the vehicle shall be licensed
for the maximum weight authorized for such a vehicle or unless the
vehicle is used only for the purpose of transporting any well
drilling machine, air compressor, rock crusher, conveyor, hoist,
donkey engine, cook house, tool house, bunk house, or similar
machine or structure attached to or made a part of such vehicle.

The following provisions apply when increasing gross or combined
gross welght for a vehicle licensed under this section:

(a) The new license fee will be one-twelfth of the fee listed
above for the new gross weight, multiplied by the number of months
remaining in the period for which licensing fees have been paid,
including the month in which the new gross weight is effective.

(b) Upon surrender of the current certificate of registration or
cab card, the new licensing fees due shall be reduced by the amount
of the licensing fees previously palid for the same period for which
new fees are being charged.

(2} The proceeds from the fees collected under subsection (1) of
this section shall be distributed in accordance with RCW 46.68.035.

(3) In lieu of the gross weight fee under subsection (1) of this
section, farm vehicles may be licensed upon payment of the fee in
effect under subsection (1} of this section on May 1, 2005. In order
to qualify for the reduced fee under this subsection, the farm
vehicle must be exempt from property taxes in accordance with RCW
84 .36.630. The applicant must submit copies of the forms required
under RCW 84.36.630. The application for the reduced fee under this
subsection shall require the applicant to attest that the vehicle

shall be used primarily for farming purposes. The department shall



provide licensing agents and subagents with a schedule of the

appropriate licensing fees for farm vehicles.

Sec. 4. RCW 46.01.140 and 2005 ¢ 343 s 1 are each amended to
read as Iollows:

(1} The county auditor, if appointed by the director of
licensing shall carry out the provisions of this title relating to
the licensing of wvehicles and the issuance of vehicle license number
plates under the direction and supervision of the director and may
with the approval of the director appoint assistants as special
deputies and recommend subagents to accept applications and collect
fees for vehicle licenses and transferg and to deliver vehicle
license number plates.

(Z) A county auditor appointed by the director may reguest that
the director appoint subagencies within the county.

{a) Upon authorization of the director, the auditor shall use
an open competitive process including, but not limited to, a written
business proposal and oral interview to determine the qualifications
of all interested applicants.

(k) A subagent may recommend a successor who is either the
subagent's sibling, spouse, or child, or a subagency employee, as
long as the recommended successor participates in the open,
competitive process used to select an applicant. In making successor
recommendation and appointment determinations, the following
provisions apply:

{i) If a subagency is held by a partnership or corporate
entity, the nomination must be submitted on behalf of, and agreed to
by, all partners or corporate officers.

{1i) No subagent may receive any direct or indirect
compensation or remuneration from any party or entity in recognition
of a successor nomination. A subagent may not receive any financial
benefit from the transfer or termination of an appointment.

(iii) (a) and (b} of this subsection are intended to assist in
the efficient transfer of appointments in order to minimize public

inconvenience. They do not create a proprietary or property interest



in the appointment.

(¢) The auditor shall submit all proposgals to the director, and
shall recommend the appointment of one or more subagents who have
applied through the open competitive process. The auditor shall
include in his or her recommendation to the director, not only the
name of the successor who 1s a relative or employee, 1if applicable
and if otherwise cqualified, but also the name of one other applicant
who is qualified and was chosen through the open competitive
process. The director has final appointment authority.

(3) (a) A county auditor who 1s appeointed as an agent by the
department shall enter into a standard contract provided by the
director, developed with the advice of the title and registration
advisory committee.

(b} A subagent appointed under subsection (2} of this section
shall enter into a standard contract with the county auditor,
developed with the advice of the title and registration advisory
committee, The director shall provide the standard contract to
county auditors.

{c) The contracts provided for in {(a) and (b} of this
subsection must contain at a minimum provisions that:

(i) Describe the responsibilities, and where applicable, the
liability, of each party relating to the service expectations and
levels, equipment to be supplied by the department, and egquipment
maintenance;

(ii) Reguire the specific type of insurance or bonds so that
the state 1s protected against any loss of collected motor vehicle
tax revenues or loss of equipment;

(1ii) Specify the amount of training that will be provided by
the state, the county auditor, or subagents;

(iv) Describe allowable costs that may be charged to vehicle
licensing activities as provided for in (d) of this subsection;

(v) Describe the causes and procedures for termination of the
contract, which may include mediation and binding arbitration.

{d) The department shall develop procedures that will

standardize and prescribe allowable costs that may be assigned to

3



vehicle licensing and vessel registration and title activities
performed by county auditors.

(e} The contracts may include any provision that the director
deems necessary Lo ensure acceptable service and the full collection
of vehicle and vessel tax revenues.

(f) The director may waive any provisicns of the contract
deemed necessary 1in order to ensure that readily accessible service
is provided to the citizens of the state.

(4) {a} At any time any application is made toc the director, the
county auditor, or other agent pursuant tc any law dealing with
licenses, registration, or the right to operate any vehicle or
vessel upon the public highways or waters of this state, excluding
applicants already paying such fee under RCW 46.16.070 or 46.16.085,
the applicant shall pay to the director, county auditor, or other
agent a fee of ((tkree)) five dollars for each application in
addition to any other fees required by law.

{(b) Counties that do not cover the expenses of vehicle
licensing and vessel registration and title activities may submit to
the department a request for cost-coverage moneys. The regquest must
be submitted on a form developed by the department. The department
shall develop procedures to verify whether a request is reascnable.
Payment shall be made on requests found to be allowable from the
licensing services account.

{(c) Applicants for certificates of ownership, including
applicants paying fees under RCW 46.16.070 or 46.16.085, shall pay
to the director, county auditor, or other agent a fee of four
dollars in addition to any other fees regquired by law.

{(d) The fees under (a) and {(c¢) of this subsection, if paid to
the county auditor as agent of the director, or if paid to a
subagent of the county auditor, shall be paid to the county
treasurer in the same manner as other fees collected by the county
auditor and credited to the county current expense fund. If the fee
is paid to another agent of the director, the fee shall be used by
the agent to defray his or her expenses in handling the application.

(e) Applicants required to pay the ((three—delltax)) five-dollar

4



fee established under {a) of this subsection, must ((pay—an
agddrtrenat) ) have seventy-five cents(({—whichmustbeecollected

and)) of that fee remitted to the state treasurer and distributed as

follows:

(1) Fifty cents must be deposited into the department of
licensing services account of the motor vehicle fund and must be
used for agent and subagent support, which is to include but nect be
limited to the replacement of department-owned egquipment in the
possession of agents and subagents.

{ii) Twenty-five cents must be deposited into the license plate
technology account created under RCW 46.16.685.

{5) A subagent shall cellect a service fee of (a) ten dollars
for changes in a certificate of ownership, with or without
registration renewal, or verification of record and preparation of
an affidavit of lost title other than at the time of the title
application or transfer and {(b) four dollars for registration
renewal only, issuing a transit permit, or any other service under
this section.

(6) If the fee is collected by the state patrol as agent for
the director, the fee so collected shall be certified to the state
treasurer and deposited to the credit of the state patrol highway
account. If the fee is collected by the department cof
transportation as agent for the director, the fee shall be certified
to the state treasurer and deposited to the credit cf the motor
vehicle fund. 2ll such fees collected by the director or branches
of his office shall be certified to the state treasurer and
deposited to the credit of the highway safety fund.

(7) Any county revenues that exceed the cost of providing
vehicle licensing and vessel registration and title activities in a
county, calculated in accordance with the procedures in subsection
{3){d) of this section, shall be expended as determined by the
county legislative authority during the process established by law
for adoption of county budgets.

(8) The director may adopt rules to implement this section.



NEW SECTION. 8Sec. 5. The following acts or parts of acts are

each repealed:

{1) RCW 46.17.010 {(Vehicle weight fee--Motor wvehicles, except
motor homes) and 2006 ¢ 237 s 9 & 2005 ¢ 314 s 201; and

(2) RCW 46.17.020 {(Vehicle weight fee--Motor homes) and 2005

c 314 s 202,

Sec. 6. RCW 82.08.020 and 2009 c 469 s 802 are each amended to
read as follows: -

(1) There is levied and there shall be collected a tax on each
retalil sale in this state equal to six and five-tenths percent of
the selling price.

(2) There is levied and there shall be collected an additional
tax on each retail car rental, regardless of whether the wvehicle ig
licensed in this state, equal to five and nine-tenths percent of the
selling price. The revenue collected under this subsection shall be

deposited in the multimodal transportation account c¢reated in RCW

47.66.070.
(3) ((BegippingJuly +—2663—there—isteviedandecollected—an

4+53+)) Beginning on December 8§, 2005, 0.16 percent of the taxes
collected under subsection (1) of this gection shall be dedicated to
funding comprehensive performance audits reguired under RCW
43.09.470. The revenue identified in this subsection shall be
deposited in the performance audits of government account created in

RCW 43.09.475.



({464} (4) The taxes imposed under this chapter shall apply to

successlive retail sales of the same property.

() ) (5){a) Until January 1, 2011, ((the—tax—imposed—n
subseation—i—eofthis—sectionand)) the dedication of revenue
provided for in subsection ({&)} (3} of this section{{+—d&e)) dces

not apply with respect to the sales of new passenger cars, light
duty trucks, and medium duty passenger vehicles, which utilize
hyvbrid technology and have a United States environmental protection
agency estimated highway gasoline mileage rating of at least forty
miles per gallon.

{b) As used in this subsection, “hybrid technology” means
propulsion units powered by both electricity and gasoline.

({8)) (6) The rates provided in this section apply to taxes
imposed under chapter 82.12 RCW as provided in RCW 82.12.020.

{(7) Sales taxes levied and collected under subsection (1) of

this section from the sale of a motor wvehicle shall be reduced by

the amount of fees, if any, charged under RCW 46.70.180.

Sec. 7. RCW 46.16.233 and 2003 ¢ 361 s 501 and 2003 c 196 s
401 are each reenacted and amended to read as follows:

(1) Except for thosge license plates issued under RCW
46.16.305(1) before January 1, 1987, under RCW 46.16.305(3), and to
commercial vwvehicles with a gross weight in excess of twenty-gix
thousand pounds, effective with vehicle registrations due or to
become due on January 1, 2001, the appearance of the background of
all vehicle license plates may vary in color and design but must be
legible and clearly identifiable as a Washington state license
plate, as designated by the department. Additionally, t¢ ensure
maximum legibility and reflectivity, the department shall
periodically provide for the replacement of license plates, except
for commercial wvehicles with a gross weight in excess of twenty-six
thousand pounds. Frequency of replacement ghall be established in
accordance with empirical studies documenting the longevity of the

reflective materials used to make license plates.



(2) Special license plate sgeries approved by the special
license plate review board created under RCW 46.16.705 and enacted
by the legislature may display a symbol or artwork approved by the
special license plate review board.

{(3) By November 1, 2003, in providing for the periodic
replacement of license plates, the department shall offer to vehicle
owners the option of retaining their current license plate numbers.
The department shall charge a retention fee of ({twenty—deoldtars))

fifty cents if this option is exercised. Revenue generated from the

retention fee must be deposited into the multimodal transportation

account.

Sec. 8. RCW 46.16.237 and 2005 c¢ 314 s 301 are each amended
to read as follows:

211 vehicle license number plates issued after January 1, 1968,
or such earlier date as the director may prescribe with respect to
plates issued in any county, shall be treated with fully
reflectorized materials designed to increase the wvisibility and
legibkbility of such plates at night. In addition to all other fees
prescribed by law, there shall be paid and collected for each
vehicle license number plate treated with such materials, the sum of

( (ewo—detiaxrs)) fifty cents and for each set of two plates, the sum

of ((fewr)) one dollar{(s)). However, one plate is available only
to those wvehicles that by law require only cne plate. Such fees

shall be deposited in the motor wvehicle fund.

Sec. 9. RCW 46.16.270 and 2005 ¢ 314 s 302 are each amended
to read as follows:

The total replacement plate fee shall be deposited in the motor
vehicle fund.

Upon the loss, defacement, or destruction of one or both of the
vehicle license number plates issued for any vehicle where more than
one plate was originally issued or where one or both have become so
illegible or in such a condition as to be difficult teo distinguish,

or upon the owner’s option, the owner of the wvehicle shall make



application for new vehicle licenge number plates upon a form
furnished by the director. The application shall be filed with the
director or the director’s authorized agent, accompanied by the
certificate of license registration of the wvehicle and a fee in the

amount of {({ten—detiars)) fifty cents per plate, whereupon the

director, or the director’s authorized agent, shall issue new
vehicle license number plates to the applicant. It shall be
accompanied by a fee of two dollars for a new motorcycle license
number plate. In the event the director has issued license period
tabs or & windshield emblem instead of wehicle license number
plates, and upon the loss, defacement, or destruction of the tabs or
windshield emblem, application shall be made on a form provided by
the director and in the same manner as above described, and shall be
accompanied by a fee of one dollar for each pair of tabs or for each
windshield emblem, whereupon the director shall issue to the
applicant a duplicate pair of tabs, year tabs, and when necessary
month tabs or a windshield emblem to replace those lost, defaced, or
destroyed. For wvehicles owned, rented, or leased by the state of
Washington or by any c¢ounty, city, town, school district, or other
political subdivision of the state of Washington or United States
government, or owned or leased by the governing body of an Indian
tribe as defined 1in RCW 46.16.020, a fee shall be charged for
replacement of a wvehicle license number plate only to the extent
required by the provisions of RCW 46.16.020, 46.16.237, and
46.01.140. For vehicles owned, rented, or leased by Ioreign
countries or international bodies to which the United States
government is a signatory by treaty, the payment of any fee for the

replacement of a vehicle license number plate shall not be reguired.

Sec. 10. RCW 81.104.160 and 2009 ¢ 280 s 4 are each amended to
read as follows:

An agency and high capacity transportation corridor area may
impose a sales and use tax solely for the purpose of providing high
capacity transportation service, in addition to the tax authorized

by RCW 82.14.030, upon retail car rentals within the applicable



jurisdiction that are taxable by the state under chapters 82.08 and
82.12 RCW. The rate of tax shall not exceed 2.172 percent. The
base of the tax shall be the selling price in the case of a sales
tax or the rental value of the vehicle used in the case of a use

tax.

Any motor vehicle excise tax ((previewslty)) imposed under ( (ke

expire—on December— 5 2003)) any previously exigting version of this

section must be levied and calculated using the valuation schedule

established by section 12 of this act.

Sec¢. 11. RCW 36.120.050 and 2008 ¢ 122 s 16 are each amended
to read as follows:

(1) A regional transportation investment district planning
committee may, as part of a regional transportation investment plan,
recommend the imposition or authorization of some or all of the
following revenue gources, which a regional transportation
investment district may impose or authorize upon approval of the
voters as provided in this chapter:

{a) A regional sales and use tax, as specified in RCW
82.14.430, of up to 0.1 percent of the selling price, in the case of
a sales tax, or value of the article used, in the case of a use tax,
vpon the occurrence of any taxable event in the regional
transportation investment district;

{b} A local option vehicle license fee, as specified under RCW
82.80.100, of up to one hundred dollars per vehicle registered in
the district. As used in this subsection, "vehicle" means motor
vehicle as defined in RCW 46.04.320. Certain classes of vehicles,
as defined under chapter 46.04 RCW, may be exempted from this fee;

{c} A parking tax under RCW 82.80.030;

(d} A local motor vehicle excisge tax under RCW 81.100.060

levied and calculated using the valuation schedule established by

section 12 of this act;

{e} A local option fuel tax under RCW 82.80.120;

(f) An employer excise tax under RCW 81.100.030; and

10



{g) Vehicle tolls on new or reconstructed lcocal or regional
arterials or state routes within the boundaries of the district, if
the following conditions are met:

(i) Consistent with RCW 47.56.820, the vehicle toll must first
be authorized by the legislature i1f the teoll is imposed on a state
route;

(i1} Consistent with RCW 47.56.850, the vehicle toll, including
any change in an exisgting toll rate, must first be reviewed and
approved by the tolling authority designated in RCW 47.56.850 if the
toll, or change in toll rate, would have a significant impact, as
determined by the tolling authority, on the operation of any state
facility;

(iii1) The regional transpeortation investment plan must identify
the facilities that may be tolled; and

{(iv} Unless otherwise specified by law, the department shall
administer the collection of vehicle tolls on designated facilities,
and the state transportation commission, or its successor, shall be
the tolling authority, and shall act in accordance with RCW
47.56.850.

{2} Taxes, fees, and tolls may not be imposed or authorized
without an affirmative vote of the majority of the voters within the
boundaries of the district voting on a ballot proposition as set
forth in RCW 36.120.070. Revenues from these taxes and fees may be
used only to implement the plan as set forth in this chapter. A
district may contract with the state department of revenue or other
appropriate entities for administration and c¢ollection of any of the
taxes or fees authorized in this section.

{3) Existing statewide motor wvehicle fuel and special fuel
taxes, at the distribution rates in effect on January 1, 2001, are

not intended to be altered by this chapter.

VEHICLE OWNERS BILIL OF RIGHTS #2:
THE RIGHT TO AN ACCURATE CALCULATION OF VEHICLE TAXES, BASING THEM
ON PURCHASE PRICE, NOT THE ARTIFICIALLY INFLATED, INACCURATE, AND
DISHONEST MANUFACTURER’S SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE (MSRP)

11



NEW SECTION. Sec. 12. A new section to chapter 82.44 RCW is

added and reads as follows:

(1} A motor wvehicle excise tax must be calculated in an honest
and accurate way so the burden on vehicle owners is not artificially
inflated. For the purpose of determining any motor vehicle excise
tax otherwise authorized by law, any taxing district imposing a
motor wvehicle excise tax must set a vehicle’s taxable wvalue by using
the depreciation schedule set forth in this section. The taxable
value eguals the product of a percentage based on a vehicle’s year
of service, as provided in subsection (2} of this section, and the
latest purchase price of the wvehicle. The purchase price for year
of service 1 shall be determined by the bill of sale provided by
buyer and seller, subject to the exemptions, exceptions, and
definitions provided by this section, and which must be affirmed by
declaration by both parties. This ensures an honest and accurate
calculation of the tax and, combined with the appeal process in ECW
82.44.065, ensures that vehicle owners are taxed fairly.

{2} For the purpose of determining the tax under this chapter,
the value of a truck-type power or trailing unit, or motor vehicle,
including a passenger vehicle, motorcycle, motor home, sport-utility
vehicle, or light-duty truck shall be the latest purchase price of
the wvehicle, excluding applicable federal excise taxes, state and
local sales or use taxes, transportation or shipping costs, or
preparatory or delivery costs, maltiplied by the following
percentage based on year of service of the vehicle since its most
recent sale. The vear in which a purchase occurs shall be

considered a first year of service.

YEAR OF SERVICE PERCENTAGL

1 100

12



5 23
& 10

7 and over 5

{3} The reissuance of title and registration for a truck-type
power or trailing unit or motor wvehicle, including a passenger
vehiecle, motorcycle, motor home, sport-utility wvehicle, or light-
duty truck because of the installation of body or special eguipment
shall be treated as a sale, and the latest purchase price of the
truck-type power or trailing unit or motor wvehicle, including a
passenger vehicle, motorcycle, motor home, sport-utility wvehicle, or
light-duty truck at that time, as determined by the department from
such information as may be available, shall be considered its base
value.

(4) If the purchase price 1is unavailable or otherwise
unascertainable or the reissuance of title and registration is the
result of a gift or inheritance, the department shall determine a
value equivalent to the latest purchase price by using any
information that may be available, including any guidebook, report,
or compendium of recognized standing in the automotive industry or
the selling price and year of sale of the vehicle. The department
may use an appraisal by the county assessor. In wvaluing a vehicle
for which the current value or selling price i1is net indicative of
the wvalue of similar vehicles of the game year and model, the
department shall establish a value that more clogely represents the
average value of similar vehicles of the same year and model.

(5) For purposes of this chapter, wvalue shall exclude wvalue
attributable to modifications of a motor vehicle and eguipment that
are designed to facilitate the use or operation of the motor wvehicle

by a person with disability.

Sec. 13. RCW 82.44.065 and 2006 ¢ 318 s 5 each amended to read

as follows:

If the department determines a value for a motor wvehicle
( (eguivalent—teo—amanufacturerlis base suggested—retaidl—priee)) under
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section 12 of this act or the wvalue of a truck-type power or

trailing unit under ((RE&W—82—44-625)) section 12 of this act, any

person who pays a locally imposed tax for that wvehicle may appeal
the waluation to the department under chapter 34.05 RCW. If the
taxpayer 1s successful on appeal, the department shall refund the

excess tax in the manner provided in RCW 82.44.120. This ensures an

honest and accurate calculation of the tax.

NEW SECTION. Sec, 14. RCW 82.44.035% (valuation of vehicles)

and 2006 ¢ 318 s 1 are hereby repealed.

VEHICLE OWNERS’ BILL OF RIGHTS #3:
TOLLS MAY NOT BE IMPOSED BY UNELECTED BUREAUCRATS

Sec. 15. RCW 47.46.100 and 2002 ¢ 114 s 7 are each amended to

read as follows:

(1) The {{ceommissien)) legislature shall fix the rates of toll

and other charges for all toll bridges built under this chapter that
are financed primarily by bonds issued by the state. Subject to RCW

47 .46.090, the ({eemmissien)) legislature may impose and modify toll

charges from time to time as conditions warrant.
{2} In establishing toll charges, the { (ecmmission) )

legislature shall give due consideration to any reguired costs for

operating and maintaining the toll bridge or toll bridges, including
the cost of insurance, and to any amount reguired by law to meet the
redemption of bonds and interest payments on them.

{3) The toll charges must be imposed in amounts sufficient to:

{a) Provide annual revenue sufficient to provide for annual
operating and maintenance expenses, except as provided in RCW
47 .56.245;

(b)Y Make payments required under RCW 47.56.165 and 47.46.140,
including insurance costs and the payment of principal and interest
on bonds issued for any particular toll bridge or toll bridges; and

{c) Repay the motor wvehicle fund wunder RCW 47.46.110,
47.56.165, and 47.46.140.

{4y The Dbond principal and interest payments, including
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repayment of the motor wvehicle fund for amounts transferred from
that fund to provide for such principal and interest payments,
constitute a first direct and exclusive charge and lien on all tolls
and other revenues from the tell bridge concerned, subject to

operating and maintenance expenses.

Sec. 16. RCW 47.46.090 and 2005 ¢ 329 s 1 are each amended to
read as follows:

(1) & c¢itizen advisory committee must be created for any
project developed under this chapter that imposes toll charges for
use of a transportation facility. The governor shall appoint nine
members to the committee, all of whom must be permanent residents of
the affected project area as defined for each project. Members of
the committee shall serve without compensation.

(2) The citizen advisory committee shall serve in an advisory

capacity to the (({ecemmissien)) legislature on all matters related to

the imposition of tolls including, but not limited to, (a) the
feasibility of providing discounts to frequent users, electronic
transponder users, senior citizens, or students; (b) the tradeoff of
lower tolls wversus the early retirement of debt; and (¢} a
consideration of wvariable, or time of day pricing.

{3) No toll charge may be imposed or modified unless the
citizen advisory committee has been given /((at—teast—twenty—days))

reasonable opportunity to review and comment on any proposed toll

charge schedule. In setting toll rates, the ({(commission))

legislature shall give consideration to any reccmmendations of the

citizen advisory committee.

Sec. 17. RCW 47.46.120 and 2002 ¢ 114 s 9 are each amended to

read as follows:

—435-655—+)) The legislature authorizes

the transportation commission to ({imerease—bridge—tolls—in—exeess

£ e £ 4
-

+
o L

weh—facter)) provide recommendations to  the

legislature with regard to taxes, fees, tolls, or charges but under

no circumstances may the unelected members of 1local and state
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agencies on the transportation commigsion have the authority or

responsibility to determine, establish, set, or impose new tolls or

charges or change existing tolls or charges.

Sec. 18. RCW 47.56.785 and 2008 ¢ 270 s 4 are each amended to
read as follows:

(1) Following the submission of the report required in section
6, chapter 270, Laws of 2008, the department may seek authorization
from the legislature to c¢ollect tolls on the existing state route
number 520 bridge or on a replacement state route number 520 bridge.

(2} The schedule of toll charges { (mast)) may be

( (establisked)) recommended by the transportation commission and

collected in a manner ({determined)) recommended by the department,

but the actual schedule and manner of collection must be set and

established by the legislature.

Sec. 19, RCW 47.56.805 and 2008 ¢ 122 s 1 are each amended to
read as follows:

The legislature finds and declares that it is the policy of the
state of Washington to use tolling to provide a source of
transportation funding and to encourage effective use of the
transportation system.

The legislature intends that the policy framework created by
chapter 122, Laws of 2008 will guide subseguent legislation and
decisions regarding the tolling of specific facilities and
corridors. For each state-owned facility or corridor, the
legislature intends that it will authorize the budget and finance
plan. Specific issues that may be addressed in the finance plan and
budget authorization legislation include the amount of financing
required for a facility or corridor, the budget for any construction
and operations financed by tolling, whether and how variable pricing
will be applied, and the timing of tolling.

The legislature also intends that while the transportation

commission { {5 &5 the el sekting —auwtherity ) ) mnay { (st}

recommend toll rates for facilities, corridors, or systems thereof,
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the legislature reserves the authority to esgtablish and impose tolls

on any state transportation route or facility, subject to the

requirements of RCW 43.135.055. Similarly, local or guasi-local

entities that retain the power to impose tolls may do so as long as
the effect of those tolls on the state highway system is consistent
with the policy guidelines detailed in c¢hapter 122, Laws of 2008.
If the imposition of tolls could have an impact on state facilities,

the ((state—+toliing auvthority must—review—and)) legislature must

approve such teolls.

Sec. 20. RCW 47.56.810 and 2008 ¢ 122 s 3 are each amended to
read as follows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this
subchapter unless the context clearly regquires otherwise:

{1} "Tolling authority" means the governing body that is
legally empowered to review and adjust toll rates. { (Batess
etherwise—delegated—thetransportation—commigaien) ) The legislature

is the toliling authority for all state highways.

(2} "Eligible toll facility" or "eligible toll facilities®
means portions of the state highway system specifically identified
by the legislature including, but not limited to, transportation
corridors, bridges, crossings, interchanges, on-ramps, cff-ramps,
approaches, bistate facilities, and interconnections between
highways.

(3} "Toll revenue" or "revenue from an eligibkle toll facility"
means toll receipts, all interest income derived from the investment
of toll receipts, and any gifts, grants, or other funds received for

the benefit of the eligible toll facility.

Sec. 21. RCW 47.56.850 and 2009 ¢ 498 s 15 are each amended to

read as follows:

(1) ( (Unless—these powersare—otherwise—delegated by the
legistature,—thetransportationecommission)) The legislature is the

tolling authority for the state. The tolling authority shall:

{a) Set toll rates, establish appropriate exemptiocons, if any,
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and make adjustments as conditions warrant on eligible toll
facilities;

(b) Review toll collection policies, toll operations policies,
and toll revenue expenditures on the eligible teoll facilities and
report annually on this review to the ((‘egisltature)) people.

(2) The tolling authority, in determining tell rates, shall

consider the policy guidelines established in RCW 47.56.830.

setting and periodically adjusting toll rates, the tolling authority
must ensure that toll rates will generate revenue sufficient to:

{a) Meet the operating costs cof the eligible toll facilities,
including necessary maintenance, preservabtion, renewal, replacement,
administration, and toll enforcement by public law enforcement;

{(b) Meet obligations for the timely payment of debt service on
bonds issued for eligible toll facilities, and any other associated
financing costs including, but not limited to, required reserves,
minimum debt coverage or other appropriate contingency funding,
insurance, and compliance with all other financial and other
covenants made by the state in the bond proceedings;

{c) Meet obligations to reimburse the motor vehicle fund for
excise taxes on motor vehicle and special fuels applied to the
payment of bonds issued for eligible toll facilities; and

(d} Meet any other obligations of the tolling authority to
provide its proportionate share of funding contributions for any
projects or operations of the eligible toll facilities.

(4) The established toll rates may include variable pricing,
and should be set to optimize system performance, recognizing
necessary trade-offs to generate revenue for the purposes specified
in subsection (3} of this section. Tolls may vary for type of
vehicle, time of day, traffic conditions, or other factors designed

to improve performance of the system.

{5} In fixing and adjusting toll rates under this section, the
only toll revenue to be taken into account must be toll revenue
pledged to bonds that includes toll receipts, and the only debt

service requirements to be taken into account must be debt service on
18



bonds payable from and secured by toll revenue that includes toll
receipts.

(6} The legislature pledges to appropriate toll revenue as
necessary to carry out the purposes of this section. When the
legislature has specifically identified and designated an eligible
toll facility and authorized the issuance of bonds for the financing
of the eligible toll facility that are payable from and secured by a
pledge of toll revenue, the legislature further agrees for the benefit
of the owners of ocutstanding bonds issued by the state for eligible
toll facilities to continue in effect and not to impair or withdraw
the authorization of the tolling authority to fix and adjust tolls as
provided in this section. The state finance committee shall pledge
the state's obligation to impose and maintain tolls, together with the
application of toll revenue as described in this section, to the

owners of any bonds.

Sec., 22. RCW 47.56.078 and 2008 ¢ 122 s 12 are each amended to
read as follows:

(1) Subject to the provisions under chapter 36.73 RCW, a
transportation benefit district may authorize wvehicle tolls on state
routes or federal highways, city streets, or county roads, within
the boundaries of the district, unless cotherwige prchibited by law.
The department of transportation shall administer the collection of
vehicle tolls authorized on state routes or federal highways, unless
otherwise specified in law or by contract, and the state
transportation commission, or its successor, may approve, set, and
impose the tolls in amounts sufficient tco implement the district's
transportation improvemeant finance plan. The digtrict shall
administer the collection of wvehicle tolls authorized on city
streets or county roads, and shall set and impose the tolls, only

with approval of the ((&ransportation—eeommissien)) legislature, in

amounts sufficient to 1mplement the district's transportation

improvement plan. Tolls may vary for type of wvehicle, for time of
day, for traffic conditions, and/or other factors designed to

improve performance of the facility or the transportation network.
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(2) Consistent with RCW 47.56.820, vehicle tolls must first be
authorized and set by the legislature 1f the tolls are imposed on a
state route.

(3) Consistent with RCW 47.56.850, wvehicle tolls, including any
change in an existing toll rate, must first be reviewed and approved
by the tolling authority designated in RCW 47.56.850 if the tolls,
or change in toll rate, would have a significant impact, as
determined by the tolling authority, on the operation of any state

facility.
MISCELLANEQUS

NEW SECTION. Sec. 23. The provisions of thig act are to be

liberally construed to effectuate the intent, policies, and purposes

of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 24, If any provision of this act or its

application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the
remainder of the act or the application of the provigion to other
persons or circumstances i1s not affected. If the repeal or
reduction of any tax or fee in this act is judicially held to impair
any contract in existence as of the effective date of this act, the
repeal or reduction of pledged revenues shall apply to any other
contract, including novation, renewal, or refunding (in the case of

bond contract}.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 25. If a taxing district continues to

collect tax revenue from a tax or fee that is repealed or reduced by
this act, for any reason, including reliance on a Judicial
determination that such taxes or feegs may continue to be collected,
and a court rules subsequently that the continued collection of tax
or fee revenues was unlawful, taxpayers are entitled to a refund of
the tax or fee paid plus eighteen percent annualized interest
{calculated from the effective date of this measure to the date the

refunds are sent) on the refund amount due to vehicle owners, plus
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litigation costs and attorneys’ fees reascnably incurred in seeking

refunds.

The people find that taxpayers deserve to be compensated when
state or local governments continue to collect taxes or fees

illegally.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 26. This act 1s called the “Vehicle Owners’

Bill of Rights.”
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