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The FEmergency Defonse Councll of the Peattle Chapter,
Japonese american Yitizons' Losgue, has preparcd this report
on the position of the Japanese in the State of Washington

in the bellef that a factual and objective presentation of

th@ltrue plecture is the best way to bring about a falr sol-
ution of a difficult problem.

We realize it is an issue which cannot be settled light-
ly, an issue possgossing many sides, and one which must Dbo
Judged by reason ratker than the smotions,

We wvresent this report in the hopes that the foets
and figures containzd in it may assist the Congressional

gion orn bthe isave of evacuatlon of

=

Committes to muike its doc
Japanese nationals and their. citizea children in & manner
most advantageous to the war .erfort of the United States,
and in keeping with the traditiovns of falrness apd justlce
that all Americans hold doar,

May we also draw the Committeols atbtention to two com-

&

prehensive reports of the Jspancse situation in this area,
Yhey are: M"Typss of adjustment of amcrican-Born Japanese',
a doctor!s thesis submitted to the University of Chicago Ty
Dr, Forrest Lo Violette, and "The Teological Position of the
Japanose Formors in the State of Washington", a doctor's
thesis submitted to the University of Washingbon by Dr, John

Adrian Radewnaker,
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INTRODUCT ION

Circumstances brought ahout hy Japan'ts treachsrous
attack on the United States on December 7, 1941, have
¢reated a situation in the Western States affecting dir-
ectly a considerable and not wnimportant portion of the
populétion, Indirectly, but equally as vitally, an even
larger seétion of the UTnited 3tates and 1ts national de-
fense effort as a whole is affected by this problem,

The issue concerns the position of aliens and Am-
erican citizens of Japanese extraction. It is a problem
aggravated by racial differences, and made more urgent
because total warfare recognizes no geographical bound-
ariss or other restrictions. Recause of these, and var-
ious other reasons to be brought out later in this report,
1t 18 a matter which must bhe decided guickly. It was =a
problem that existed from the very day of the ﬁar, if such
a problem ever dld exist, but 1t has bheen only recently
that public feeling has come to the point of making it a
serious issue.

W6 welieve that not all the Tachs of the situation
are known, We are also convinced that many misconceptions
exist regarding the nature and magnitude of the problem,
Ne, therefore; grateful f'or the Congressional Committéé's
sincere interest in determining all the facts, respect-
fully submit this report compiled from information gath-
ered by the Emergency Defense Council of the Seattle Chap-

ter, Japanese American Citizens League, with the co=~operation



g
of various Japanese Americar. Citizens League chapters
throughout the State of Washington,

For some Lime now there has been agitation for the
evacuation of Japanese nationals as well as American cit-
izens of Japanese descent from Pacific Coast States, Such
evacuation has been proposed in a variety of forms.

We wish to go on record now that the safety and wel-
fare of the United States is, has been, and will continue
to be foremost in our minds, We, as American citirzens,
have a dubty to this, our country, and the first tenet of
that duty is complete and unshakable loyalty.

For this very reason, we are opposed to thé idea of
indiscrimate, en masse evacuabion of all citizens and loyal
aliens of Japanese extraction, We are wholeheartedly in
favor of complets co-operation with the military and other
authorities on withdrawal of civiliang from the immediate
vicinity of defense projects and establishmernts. .  Rut we
do not believe that mass evacuation is either desirable
or feasible. We believe that the best interests of the
Tuited States will be served by other solutions to the
preblem,

We alsoc desire the privilege cf rémaining here to
fight shoulder to shoulder, and shed our blood, if neces-
sary, in the defense of our country and our homes together
with patriotic Americans of other national extractions 1if
that time should ever come. It ig repugnant to us that we
be given a place of safety when our friends and neighbors

remain behind to defend the things that we together created
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and developsd,

It is our beliefl ai'ter extensive and sxhaustive in-
vestigation and considered judgment, that Americans and
Aliens of Japaness extraction can contribute more.for the
Gefense and welfare of the United.Sﬁates by being permitted
te carry on in their present positions than hy any other
meaﬁé. We have complete confidence in the abillity of the
Faderal Pureavu of Investigation %o uncover and apprehend
thqse dangerouvs to the safety of our nation, Despite press
reports te the contrary, there have been no cases of at-
tempted sabotage of fif'th column work among Japanese alilens !
in the United States according to a recent statement by
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, It is to our own interests that the record
shall be kept clean,

In 3eattle proper as well as in otrer Washington dis-
tricts, American citizens of Japanese extraction,.mainly
through the Japarese Americén Citizens League chapters, have
been working ir active co-operation ﬁith the varicus nation-
al defense agencles. One of the committees of the Emsrgsency
Defense Courcilil of the Seattle chaplter, Japanese American
Citizens Leagué3 is an intelligence unit which is rendering
every assistance to the Federal Rurean of Invesbigation., Tt
1s our conviction that ir co-operation with the authorities,
we will be able to see that alier JFaparese rot only do noth-
ing to jeopardize the safety of the Urited States, but con-

tribute actively to the wslfare of iheiv adcpted homsland.
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If, finally, the dsecision is thalt Japanese must go,
the Committee is assured of the Japansse American Citizens
Leaguets tcomplete co-operation in the evacuation movement.
Loyalty demands that orders, no matter what, be obeyed

willingly and efficiently.



PHEYSTCAL PLOTURE

In the State of Washlrfton, t 1618 are approxmmqtely 14 000
individualsa of Japanese extraction., About 63 per cent, or 8,800
are American~born, therefore Amerilcan citizens. The rémainder,
approximateiy 5,400, 18 foreign-born and alien, A large number
of theso foreign-born would be #merican citizens today if they
had been permitted tho privilege of naturalization, denied theﬁ
by law.

There are, in the Glty of SBeattle proper, approximatelyk
6,000 persons of Japanese extraction, about 3, 500 citizens and
B,SCO aliens, The remainder, appreximately 8,000 is in the
following aréas, most of which are rural: the White River
Valley, south,of Seattle; the Puvallub Valley, northeast of
Taoomﬂ' the Xaklma Valley, east of the city of Yakima; the
outskirts of the Greater Seattle area; around Bellevue on
the sastern shore of Lake Washingbons Vashon and. Bainbridge
Islands in Puget “ound; and the cities of Spokane and - acoma.
There are also scatteéred, families In other sections of the
state, primarily in the western half,

An sstimated of population distributlon follows:

Digtrict GCitizen Alien Total
Seattle 3,500 2,500 6,000
Tacoms, - 480 320 800
Spokane 203 162 365
White River Valley 1,040 : 260 1,600
Puyallup Valley 650 350 1,000
Yakima Valley . : 650 275 925
Bellevue 194 130 324
Vashon Island 75 47 122 .
Bainbridge Island .18y 83 270
Bothell Area - 32 : 15 47
Others 1,560 1,040 2,600

Total 8,571 5,482 14,053



PEYSICLL PTICTLUHE--2

0f the alien group, the average ame of males is B9 years;
of the females, 51 years. Many of these aliens have been in
the United States for 45 and 50 years; all have been here since
1924 when the Execlusion Act went into. effect, and their av-
erage tenure of residence in this country may be approximated
at 30 years, Thus, the méjority have spent'from half to two-
thirds of the lives in the United States.

Most of these aliens immigrated to the United States in
thelr early youth, and many have not returned to the old coun-
try since their first arrival, Large numbers have lost sll
contact with relatives and friends in the old country. In
other words, they have been in contact with American ideals
arfd prineciplss for the greater portion of their lives, and their
ties to the old country have grown progressively mors tenuous.;
Considerable numbers have expressed, tilme and again, thelir de-
sire for American citizenship so that they might enjoy in full
measurs ‘the bhenefits of American life which they appreciate so
deeply. |

These aliens were given an opportunity Lo rebturn to their
native land last November when the Japanese government sent |
evacuation ships %o the United States., The M. S; Hikawa Maru,
the last Japaness ship to call at this port came prepared bo
handle at least a thousand passengers, Emergency.quarters
were rigged up in the holds and all preparations had been made
to evacuate as many as the ship would hold, That ship made
1ts return trip only one-third full, The alien Japanese, loval

to their children who are Americans, had elected to take thesir



PHYSTICAL PICTURE~-3

chances with the United States in the war which was then only
impendilng .

This attitude is understandable. Many of the aliens are
pioneers of the Pacific Northwest., They came here at the turn
of the century when the State of Washington was comparatively
a raw frontier, and they grew up with the country, aiding in
its development. They have a pride in their achieveménts.
They helped to clear the forests and plant the fields that
now yield such a rich harvest from land that was once wilder-
ness,. They helped produce the lumber that was built into
cities, and they helped lay the raillroads that penetrate into
the hlnteriand4

Now that the lives of the Alien immigrants are drawing
- to a close, it is only natural that they wish to see their
American=-horn children reap some of the fruit of their labors,
Both the livelihood and the future of the immigrant and the
American~born groups are rooted solely in this country.

The average age of the American-born generation is 20
years, although there are a few individuals in thelr 40's,
They are, for the most parg, thoroughly Americanized because
of their education, their contacts with Caucasian Americans,
ard Americar socieby in general, Although most of these Am-
erican-born can speak Japanese to some exbtent, extremsly few
can'be considered fluent as was discovered in efforts to find
capable translators and interpreters. The language situation
among the Japanese is similar to that among all immigrant

groups in this country.
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Generally, the relations hotwesn the American-horn and

their Caucasian associrat

o

g kave beer. friendly and wholssome.
Triat they have shouldered treir burdens as citizens in the
greater community of the United States will bhe reyealed in
irterviews with public officials and others., Winile corsider-
rble numbhers of the American—bornlhave made visits to Japan,
some studying in Japanese institutions of higher learning,
the vast majority have returned to the United States more
appreclative than ever of the American way of life. It 1s
proper, we believe, to consider these trips to Japan as sduca-
tional, much in the same manner as Americans of other racial
extraction make visits to Furope to round out a likeral é&d-
ueation and acqguire a broader viewpoint,

ITr. The publiec schools, the American-born Japanese have
estarlished ar admirable record of scholarship as well as
competing on equal terms with others on athlebic fields,
Within the past 12'years, 27 American-borrn Japanese have been
gither valedictorians or salutatorians of the nine Seattls
high sgchools, Over the same period, 24 Japanese Americans
were elected to Phi RBeta Kappa at the Universaity of Washing-
torn, ‘he Japanese enrollment in Uecgmber at the University
of Washingtor was about 300, out of a total enrollment of
approximately 9,500,

Juvenile court and police records show that the American-~
born Japanése rarely, if ever are in difficulty with the law
in spite of the fact that most of them come from Seattlels

gconcmically depressed areas,




TR JAPANESE IN oMEORICAR BECONOMIC LIFE

Contrary to popular telief, the Japanese has not wilfully
gegrogated himself in his own little communities where he
moves only in completely Japansse circles, 1living in complete
sconomic isolation from the rest of the community. The Jap-
anese have become 50 well assimilated, economically 1f not
socially, with the greater community of America, that to with-
draw him in wheolesale numbers from his home would be the best
poésible way to disrupt the normal course of life of thougsands
of Caucaslan Americans,

In war-~time a tremendous number of disrupting influences
are brougrt into play in all aspects of society. Consequently,
experts in the field of civilian morale are agreed that avoid-
able disruptions should be discouraged as much as possilble,
Since the Japanese have bhecome well integrated into the economy
of the local community, to remove them would be an unnecessary
blow to the economic machinery of this asrea,

The Japanese resident in the United States has made his
greatest contributior. in the field of agriculbture and 1t is
here that he can make a great contribution to the war effort
of the United States, Already, state after state has reported
farm labor shortages, brought about by the increased drain of
mer: into the fighting services and deferse industries. Yet,
the farms play a tremendously important role in our victory
of fort and must be kept operating at top sfficiercy in ordsr
to feed fmerica and her Allies. Detailed figures presented
in the following tables show graphically the part Japanese
aliens and American citizens of Japanese parentage are playing

in this phase of the natiocnal defense eflforid,



FCOUCHIC LIFE--2

Tt must be emphasized that farmers are specialists, es-
pecially the truck farmers, They must have training and ex-
periance to get the maximum yileld, Jjust as defense workers or
sold;ers must have training and 8XPBI1ENnce.. Tt is not prach-
ical nor possible to import farm laborers to take over fields
left by Japaness farmers., For one thing, Caucasian American
workers are-loathe to take such tedious and comparatively
unprolfitable work when defense industriss with their high
scales of pay are hidding for the same servicesi Truck farm-
ing inveolves long hours of work on hands and knees c¢lose to
the soil, A farmer from the Mid-West or other arcas would
have difficulty in adepting himself to this sort of work.

The produce ilsswue is not merely one of doing without
spinach or lettuce temporarily, It 18 not merely a matter
of producing truck Vegetéhles and marketing the crops for
local dinner tahles, A multi-million dollar industry has
been built up around Japanese farmers, giving livelihood to
trhousands of others in the railroads, in the eastern markets,
ir the numerous little communities that dot the farming areas
of Washington,

While it is likely that we could manage with canned
goods this coming year and nhot require fresh vegetables, it
must be remembered that this year'ls harvests are processed
for next year's canned supplies. If no great plnch is felt
immediately, it is certain that next year, and the year after,
the prohlem of food will he most acute, HYarming is a vital
industry which can ill afford disruption at this time, and

that disruption is sure to come,for the country does not have



the skilled labor to take over should Japanese farmers be
removed, The Filipinos, the only possible source of replace-
ment, are being taken by the armed forces in increasing rum-
bers; they will be vequired in the Alaska salmon canneries;
and they are not available in sufficient numbers to alleviave
the sibtuation to ap_appreciable extent.

Tn the citises as well as the rural arecas, mass removal
of Japanese would create unexpected hardships on the community
as a whole. Whether at war or peace, hotels must be operated,
 beds made, dishes washed, floors swept., In normal times, it
would not he difficult to replace Japanese labor for this work.
But now with the competition of the armed forces and defense
ialustries, fhesenmniak.occupations would not appeal bto la-
bor, Housing difficulties, bad enough at best in the crowded
Aefense centers of Seattle, would hecome infinitely more &
difficult if the more bthan 200 hotels operated by Japanese had
to be closed down. For the most part, these hotels are op-
erated as a family enterprise, by a man and wife assisted In
some cases by adult children, With hired help, such hotels
could not be operated on a profitable basis at the price levels
row prevalent, The possibility of getting help at all 1s also
remote.

Obher than the two main occdupations, farming in the rural
areas and hotel eperation in the cities, the Japanese are
serving their communities in a number of other ways. For
instance, in the city of Seattle, there are 140 grocery stores,90
cleaning establishments, 53 restaurants, and other enterprises,

the vast majority of whieh are located outside of the so -called
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Japanese districts and serving the needs of Caucasian American
patrons in these areas,
The following takles were complled from information

obtained from exhaustivé canvasses made by members of Japansce

pus
[#a]

American Citizens League chapters in the various distric
Individuals who have grown up in the communities, who &rs acs-
ively engaged in business in those communities, reliable
individuals with judgment and access to the facts made door-
to-door surveys, and we submit them with svery confidence as
to their accuracy.,

Fach tahle ig accompanied by explanatory statements,
It should be mentioned in passing that the Japanese arc not

in the fishing industry and do not possess fishing Wwoats.



AGRTCULTURAL TABLES

The agriculturel situetion deserves an entire section in
itself, but the story is bebter told by tables of fipures.
In WVestern Washington alone more than three million dollais
worth of produce was marketed by Japsnese farmers, aboul one-~

third of this amount being sent %o Bastern markets.

A produce shortsge would be sspecially acute now because
of the great increase in the locel population csused by defense

workers migrating here,

A decision on the evacustion issue mwust be made quickly
for planting time is s&lready here. Yhe majority of farmers
have already pilented, risking their gavings on the possihility
of being able to harvest, Others must decide soon, and those
who have planted must begin the task of cultiveting and

Tertilizing.

Many have becn unable to get bank credits to Tinance
planting. In the past the credit of Jaopanese Termers was
good enough to gel substential loans without collateral, but

thig year things are different.

These, however, are minor ceonsiderations beside the greater
problem of an impending produce shortage should the skilled
workers who produced last year's great harvest be suddenly

withdrawn with no prospscts of substitubes for them,




FAFLL RekOnm

Total of Western Washingbon Districts:
Total acreaze farmed: 9,068 acres

People involved: Aliens--849 Citizens--1,432 Tobal~-2 2!

Ccmmoditiés raigsed: Lettuce, cauliflower, peas, boans,
corn, cabtage, spinéoh, squash, oéiery; tomatecs
earrots, Strawbgrries, o ther bérries, turnips,
cucumbers , radighes, green oﬂiché, beets, aspoara-~

gus, dry onions, potatoes, and miscellansous,
Total valustion $%,120,205,00

Note: Acreege is based on total number of acres cul-
tivated during one year., In other words, the
actual number of acresfis 6353 but since 2 cond 3
CTODPS arse grown on sSome forms, thettotal acreage
is increased by approximately one third, About
5,000 workers find direcct employment on the farms

and countless thousands in £llied lines.



Lretttce
fzulifiower
Peas

Beeans

Corn
Cabbage
Spinach
Sguash
Celery
Tomatoes
Rhubarb
Carrots
Strawberries
Other herries
Turnips
Cucumhbers
Kadishes
Gr. Onions
Beats
Agparagus
Dry Onion
Potatoes
Misc,

AN REPORT
Western Washington District

Local, Cannery & Intexrstate Sales
Summary of Commodities

Total

613,157 .00
215,545 .30
247 630,90
169 ,45% ,00
37 067 .00
95,591.00
79,667 ,00
22,610.00
249,947.00
66 ,630.00
218,050 .00
13,325 .00
382 ,960,00
155 ,525.,00
44 ,000:.00

68,150 .00

39,098 ,00
74,288,00

17,475,00
%,500.00

1,900.00

1,560,00
154 ,625,00

$5,120,205,00 '



REPORT OF VEGETABLE SHIPPING

INDUSTRY

(Western Washington District)

Shippers Cars shipped Paid for Supplies Wages Employed
Seettle Growers 76 $ 6,198.00 $4,389,00 35
Western Producers 515 124,846,000 22,191,00 9C
Puget Sgund Assn, 5565 132,356,00 39,927,00 195
Bellevue Growers 83 7,800.,00 5,400,00 A1)
White River Pkg. 257 45,000,00 25,000.,00 95
Sumner Pkg, Co, 77 7,000.,00 6,866,000 50
Kent Vegetable 124 9,644,00 7,178,00 28
Total | 1487 $332,884,00$110,9561,00 533

The principel commodities shipped from
Digtrict are Lettuce, Peas, and Cauliflower

July end celery in October and November.

The officiai total of car-~lots shipped
reported by the Waéhington Produce Shippers
is 1843 of which the Japanese orgaenizations

plus.

the Western Washington

during May,

June and

from this District as

ALesocialtion for 19241

shipped 1487 or 80%

The smaller communities in the rural Districts will be affected

to the éxtent of the loss of this payroll &s well as the loss of

business from the Japanese farmers.
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CITY O SDLTDIE

Yebruary, 1942

Number of Japanese-operated greenhouses 50
“in this district
Total number of greenhouses in thig district 80
Hetimated number of workers in Japsnese- 200
operated greenhouses
motal velue of crop in Japanese-operated : #398,000
greenhouses

4

-VNinety per cent of the Jepanese-operated preenhouses
are ovmed and ten per cent are leased,
Greenhouse labor is generally furnished b thé femilies
themse1VeS§- Practically no outside help is required.
The total value of the crop is broken dovn as follows:
tomatoes; [ 66;000; cucumbers, “32,000: flowers, ‘100,00;

bedding plents, pot plants, etec. ~ 200,000



Number of farms:

Poopleo involved:

Commodlty

Q

Strawherriecs
Rhubarb

Peas

Truck vegetables
Other berries

Total

FARM REPORY
Bainbridge Island
Leascd~-16 Owned--27

Aliens-=83 Bitlzens--187

Tosal --43

Total--270

e Acreage Local SBales Interstate
574 $46, 644,00 $186,576,00
5 1,500,00
14 2,040 ;00
8% 1,200.00
18 . 7,500.00
619% $58,884 ;00 $186,576,00

Notes: Approximately 80% of the agricultural

products in this arca are controllcd by
Japanese,



Number of farms;

Peonle involved

Commodity

Peas
Cauliflower
Lettuce
Tomatoes
ithubharb
Jtravherries
Beans
Celery
Cabbage
Turnips
Cucumhers
Tomztoes

Total

Bellevue Distriet.

Teased 35 owned 19 Total b4
Aliens 88 Citizens 180 Motal 248
Acreage Tocal sales Interstate
150 ' 7,200.00 24,000,00
50 17,200.00 8,500.00
50 18,760,00
106G 45,200.00 4,800.00
20 6,000,00
518 25,000,00
15 12,000.00
20 12,000.00
30 6,000.00
20 4,000.00
5 hothouses 26,000.,00
_&_hofhouses _3,000.00
485 $175,550,00 43 ,100.00

Note: BOﬁ of the farmers in this locslity raise 2 crops per

year.



A LB

i '...3

s

Bothell ireas

Numher of fazrms: Teased 7 Part owned 2 Total 9

People involved Aliens 15 Citizens 32 Total 47
Commoditz Acreage local “ales Interstate
Tettuce 209 $ 38,000.00 & 16,950.00
Cauliflower 45 5,000.00 5,450,00
Peas ' 10 1,000.00 480,00 : i
Spinach 45 2,550.00 |
Dry Onions 6 1,900,00 |
Corn 4 400,00 !
Celery 25 B0O.N0 2,870.00
Carrots : 28 4,250.00
Tomatoes 2 %
Cabhage 26 7,550,00
Rhuberb 4 *
Strawberries g *
Beans 4 *
Brussel Sprouts 1
Cugumbers 3 7
Mise., ™ B _1,500,00 e

Total 414 $ 61,850,00 & 26,150.00 |

Wote: 5845 of the acreage in this district raise from 2 to 5
‘ crops per year, '

Approximately 50,5 of the truck farming in this area is
controlled by Japanese,



FiRE REFOET

Kingaton District

Number of &cres; Leaged~~19 Owrigd--~100
People ilrnvolved: Alien--14 Citizen~-20
Cormodity
Strawborries §22,000.,00
Truck vegebtables 10, 000,00
Total . §32,000,00

Port Orchard and Poulsho District

Number of acros: Total--64
Feoplo involved: Aliens--9 Citizens~-13
Commod ity

Btrawberriss $11,220.00

fruck vegetables ~ 15,000,00
| Total $26,220,00

Total-..115

Totnl-.-24

Total--22



FaHE REFOLT

Puyalliup Vailey

Number of farmaj Leased--89 Owned-~38 Total--114
Poople involved: Alien--181 Citizens--367 Total-.-548
Commodities Acres "~ Local - Interstate
Lettuce 500 $78,750,00 $104,319 .00
Peas 612 51,756 ,00 $99,409.00
Cauliflower _ 145 4b 800,00 .. 25,488.00
Spinach 100 15 360,00 10,8%7,00
Celery 283 4Q 275,00 72,520.00
Endive 2 1,200.00
Potatoes 65 1,960,000

. Cabbage 106 21,200,000

Cucumbers 70 42,000.00

Radishes 45 23,625,00
frocn Onlons 42 42,000,00

Beans 135 64, 800,00

-Asparagus 16 ' 4,500,00

Corn 130 27 ,300,00

Beets 40 12,000.00
Carrots 140 70,000.00

Tomatoos Sl 8,250.00
Strawberries C-156 . ,105,300.00

Raspberriles - 80 b? 600.00

Blackberries 110 88 00Q., 00
Squash : . S 5o 13, + 200,00 .

MlSC@lWaneous A0 53755QOO _ _

Tot11 2,783° $713,831,00 $312,593,00

" Note: Approxlmatciy“DBZ of the agriecultural
products in this area are controlled by
Japanese. : ,

45% of acreage of this-district rdaises
2 to 3 crops making an rn?:twufil acreage of
3980 acres cultlv”ted



TLi.M LEPORT

South Park, Riverton, and West “eattle Districts

Number of farms leased 34 Owned 11 Total 34

People involved Aliens 68 Citizens 125 Total 193

GCommodi ty Acreage I.ocal ssales Interstate

Carrots 56 $ 35,200.00

Beats 19 5,260.00

Gr. COnions %8 a7 ,600,00

xadishes 45 15,0%56.00

Tiettuce 107 9,500.00 $22,000.00

Celery 88 10,800G.00 12,150.00

Spinach 38 15,300.00 5,900.00

Cabhage 40 9,200.00 2,000.00

Cauliflower 68 4,600.00 15,C00,00

Peas 28 85C .00 6,400.00

Corn 2 _ 455,00

Beans 10 2,750.00

Cucumhers 3] 1,150.00

Tomatoes 5 3,100,00

Misc. 4 .2,060.00_ e
Total 298 $1%0,820,00 #61,450.00

Note: B854 of the farmers in this locality raise from 2 to 3
) Crops per year.

Lpproximately B0 of truck farming in this area con-
trolled by Japansese,



FARM REPOERT

Sunnydale. District

Number of farms: Leagad--7 owned -3 Total-~10
People involved: Alien--18 Citizens-=30 Total~--48
Commodity Loreage Local and Interstate Sales
Lettuce 12 , $ 4,500,00
Peas ‘ 10 2,540,00
Gaulifliower 10 ' 4,613,00
Beans 1 300,00
Gorn 2 578.00
Cabbage 4 1,350.00
Spinach 7 900,00
Colexry 5 3,375,00
Miscellaneous 28 16,269,00
Total 79 $34,225,00



Nmber of Farms:

Pzowle involved:

Commodity

Letbtuce
Cauliflower
Peasg

Beans

Corn
Cabbage
Spinach
Souvash
Celery
Misc.

Total

AL, T Nt T
FabM REZCRT

White River Valley

Leased

Aliens

- Aores

726
198
443
206
284
287
203

59
170
22D

2801

257 Owned 28 Motal A%
456 Citizens 685 Total 1141

Local Interstgte
179,258.00 141,106,00
33,607 .00 ' 48,142 .CC
24,685.00 148 ,590,00
89,683.00
6,2.25,00 £2,329,00
49,039.00 262,00
28,980.,00
9,110.00 :
18,000.00 104,220.00

117,950 .00

$556,437 .00 fa44 ,839,00

Note: Approximately 956% of the amgricultural products in this

area controlled by Japanese,



FARM REPORT

Yakima District

Total acreage Farmed:. 9,000 acres
People involved.: Families~-125 Aliens=--275 Citimeng--350

Commodities raised: Onlons, potatoes, tomatoes, carrots,
peas, beans, watormelons, swoet corn, rubabagas,
cantaloupesé sguash, turnips, lettuce, cucumbers
and other truck vegetables; also hay and grain,

Total valuvation: $750,000,00 to $1,000,000,00

Note: WO% of the zbove named commcdities and 10% of the
potatoes grown in this District are ralsed by Japanese.

6,700 acres on the Indlan reservation are leased with
a yearly rental of approximately %25 OOO 00 to the
United States Uovcrnnort.

Spckane Distriet
Number of farmg: Total 16

Commod ity Local Sales
Truck vegetables $140,000.00
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wobor of Japanese-operated hotels a
Teoal number of all hotels in Seattle 323
immoer of rooms in Japanese-operated hotels 15,759
Nounnnr of Japansse-operated apartment houses 56
Yuwmber of apartments ir Japanese-operated houses 1,200

These figures shovw that almest two-thirds of the hobtels %
in Seattls are beins operated by res-.dent Japanese, These in-
civde for the most part, hobels in tie cheaper price scales
patronized mainly by the laloring class. The hotels avsarage
66 vocms per hobtel, From this it can be sesen the ma jority are
comparatively small places, profitable only if operated by the
nanager and ris wife with the =21d of the familly and a minimum
of oubeide help.

Practically all these hotels ars now filled to capaciby
due to the great influx of labor to local defense industries,
It is essential that these hotels keep operating, and it will
be impossible to kcep them in opsration at the present rrice
levels if the Japanese are rewoved in wholesale nuribers ;- ke
ply because rno one will wori like tke Japanese nave been work-

ing at the rewuneration whick Japsness accented,



. REPCRT ON nIiSTAURANTS OPERATED BY JAPANESE
CITY OF SEATTLE

Fabruary 1842

Number of restaurants operated by Japanese , 93 or
10% of c¢city totbal
Total number of restaurants in Seattle 500
Number of employees in Japanese-operated restaurants 25
Weekly payroll in Japanese-operatsd restaurants $5, 100

Number of meals served daily in Japanese restaurants:

10 Class I restaurants 7,500 meals
2b Class II restaurants - 12,500 meals
18 Class III restaurants 6,000 meals
Total 25,100 meals daily

The majority of meais in the Class I and II resataurants
are served to defense worksrs, These restaurants are locatsd
mainly in the southern section of the down-town area near the
waterfront, not distant from defense industries and on the
route from the industrial area to residentilal districts, By
mass turnover, these Japanese restaurants can serve a.good
meal at reasonahle prices,

Turiches are also put up by these restauvrants for defense
workers but are not included in the above figures,

Class IITI restaurants cater mostly to individuals on
welfare aid and relief,

Restaurant operators declare that if they were forced out
of operatlon, restauvrant prices would climd immediately for

defense worksers,
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CI™ O iEATT?E

February, 1942

Number of Japanese-opsretbted stores 140
Total number of grocery stores in Tealtlse 840
Percentage of Japanese-operated stores 16 2/
Lverage investment per store 43,500
tgeregate investiment “500,000
sVverage monthly gross income per store “2,100
Lverage total gross income per month : 294,000
average number of emplorees (mostl- 3
family members)
Estimated total emplowment azo
Average numbher of rears in business 1% Ve

More than 95 per cent of the stores are in localities
outside the Japanese community, Etores loceted within the
Japanese community and those hordering on 1% now average
between 30 and 40 percent of their sales to the Caucasian
trede, This abnormally high percentage is due to the fact
that many defense workers nov live in Japanese-operated
hotels and rooming houses which are either in or close to
the Japanese community. Japanese stores located definitely
in Caucasian residential and bhusiness districts are practi-
cally 100 percent dependsnt on Caucesisn itrsde.

-

The range of investment in these stores is from 700
to $18,000,

The smaller stores zre operated hr families while the
medium eized ones employ extra =elp for dslivery and general
work in the store.. "he larger stores employ as many as
five or six clerks and sre in most cenes loceted in shopping

centers,

a

re



{DPOXRT O DUE WO AND CLlOnLRS OPSHATED WY JaPRLillhRes

CI?Y O HBoaTThB

" HFebruary, 1942

o 3

MTumber of Japanese-operated Dwve Vorks and (Glesners 20
Total number of dye works and cleaners in “eatbtle 590
Asverage total number of customers per month 12,169

About 22 per cent of all dye works and cleéning estah-
lishments in the city are operated by Japanese, "he 30
establishments average a total of 12,169 customers each
month, or sbout 140 per month per shop.

ﬁost of these shops are located in low-income areas
of the city. HNone of them is on & scale to rival the large
white asmericen firms., They are, with few exceptlons, purely

family enterprises with small capital investments,



JAPANESE 1N TEE LUMBEN

LONGVIEW, WASHINGTOH
Long Bell Iumber Co,
Weyerhauser Lumber Co.
ENUMCLAW, WASHINGTON
Whive River Lumber Co.
SNOQUALMIE, WASHINGTON
Snoquelmie Falls Tmmber Co,
NATTONAL, WASHINGTOCN
Watlonal Lumber Co.
ELTONVILLE, WASHINGTON
Eatonville Lumber Co,
ONALASKA, WASHIHNGTON
Carlisle Lumber Co,
CALLAM BAY, WASHINGTON
Bodell-Donovan Lumber Mill
FORKS, WASHINGTON
Forks Lumber Co,
TACOMA , WASETINGTON
S5t. Paul Lumber Co,
Defiance Lumber Co,
Dickman Lunber Go,
Tacoma iarbor Lumber Co..
 Seattle, Washlngton
Nettleton Lumber Co.
Hartung and Hansen Lumber Yards

TOTAL

Toval Ho,
Brmuloyed

1300

1000

700

500

85

400

100

150
110

100G

200

5970

IHDUSTRY

No. of
Japanese

70

40

20
12

6
{discharged)
6

Percentage of Japanese workers as compared Lo
total number of workers employad..,as.. 9% ..

Union

Ca
=
Q

[

I..J

2

EFL

APL

AFL

CIO

GIO

CIO0

ATL

AFL

AFL

AFL

AL



JAPANESE TN TiE ATASKA SALMON CANNING INDUSTRY

DATA:
L+ Estimated number of American-born 360
Tstimated number of Non-cltizens 150
Total 500
B, Approximate total of cannery labor ‘
supply dispatched from Seattle 3,000

It
i e

Ratio--1/6 Japanese

Fgtimated nuwmber of Japanese employed
in key positions (Foremen, Timekeepers,

Plant Delegates, Department Heads) 45 to BO
Estimated average individual gross income $400,00 -
Estimated total gross seasonal income $200,000.00

Type of work: Processing, canning,
lahelling, longshoring snd the super-
vision thersof.

Areas and canneries where Japanese employed:

Area Cannery Compeany

Bristol Ray Koggiung Libby, McNeil & Libby

Peninsular False Pass P, E, Harris & Co.

Kodiak Port Railey Kadiak Fisheries

‘ Shearwater PRay Kadiak Fisheries

Southeastern Craig Libby, McNeil & Libby
Taku Likby, McNell & Libby
George Inlet Libtby, McWNeil & Libby
Hawlk Inlet P, E. Harris & Co,
Cordova New BEngland Pish Co,
Noyes Island New England Fish Co,
Ketchikan New Fngland Fish Co,
Chatham New FEngland Fish Co,

Bxcursion Inlet Astoria~Puget Sound’
Canning Company

Snug Harbor Snug Harhor Pkg. 00; 
Waterfall Nakat Pkg. Corp.
Hidden Inlet Nakat Pkg. Corp.

Urniion Bay Nakat Pkg. Corp.



SALMON SUPPLEMENT - -2

Floating Cannery 3, 5. "ogontz"

Total number of canneriss employing Japanese--18

etk ok o

NOTE: The above data ig based upon the 1941 season,
The estimate on the number of Japanese employed
In the industry is reasonably accurate, The
total fluctuates annually according to the
aumber of canneries operating, The figures on
the gross seasonal income of these workers are
rough estimates, the difficulty in obtaining
accurate figures being that income varies
according to the cannery, type of work, amount
of fish packed, length of season, etc, The
usual length of the ssason and period of em-
ployment 1s two months,.

All Japanese cannery workers embarking from

Seattle are either regular or permit members .
of the Cannery Workers' & Farm Laborers! Union, |
Local #7 of the United Cannery, Agricultural, f
Packing & Allied Workers of America (C.I,0,.),

221 Second Avenue, Seattle, Either the union

or the canning companies may be consulted for

additional facts or For corroboration of the

data presented above,

The immediate concern of the Japanese cannery workers

is the question of whether or not the American-born ma jority
will be-employed in the Alaska canneries during the approachw

ing season, The wnion has not been able thus far to obw
tain an official government verdict on this question. Since
the irdustry has long been a consistent source of income for
large numbers of Japanese workers and a ¥ ma jor factor in the
economic 1ife of the community, the imporbance of securing
government definition of the status of Japanese cannery
labor under the conditions of war cannot be over-emphasized,

The following terntative recommerdations and proposals
‘are submitted with the above question in mind:

1, That, in the event the American-born are granted
employment for the 1942 canrning season, they be
assigned to speclally designated and segregated
plants which are farthest removed from the arena
of conflict, They shall work under military
surveillance, The normal practice of placing
Filipino and Japanese workers in bthe same plant
must be abandoned for obvious reasons,



SLLMON DUFPLEMENT --3

That, in the event all Japanese (including the
American-born) are barred from employment in the
indvstry for the duration of the war, thelr ex-
clusion shall strictly be construed as temporary
and the result of military emergency and nszessity.
Special provisions should be made to guarantee
their right to return to thelr former jobs upon
termination of the war or when it is deemed ad-
visable for them to be re-employed.

Should these Japanese workers te barred from em-
ployment in Alaska, the government shall consider
and adopt all possible steps to effect thelr re-
habilitation and utility as an asset to the national
war effort.



OYSTER INDUSTRY REPORT

No. Acres owned and leased by Japanese..,..J,,,;...,.,.910 Acres
Mota] OUBPUT e s v s s s v nenencrnsnsonnnnsensns 177,000 gallons
58168 AMOUND B0wssssesestsanoreranonenesss 218,000

WO, Japanese emDLoYeG .. eeeinviosesnencnssamenensslB5

Total wages earned DY JaDANESE.aseresssrass HEE5,500

Note:

Slx out of eight main oyster houses in the state employ
Japanese almost exclusively in the fresh and cold packed oyster
industry. |

Lyproximately 505 of the fresh packed oysters opened in
the Willapa Ifarbor district are done hy Japanece~American
concerns.

Japanese have been in the oyuter business for Ghe past
10 to 15 years, both in the native and pacific oyster industry.
It will be hara w0 replace these skilled men,

Since there will be no more ovesber seeds boming in from
Jopan due to the war, local seeds must be caught; and Japanese

concerns play a large part in this seed trade,



CYATER INDUSTRY

NAME ADDRESS  ACRBAGE  QUTPUT SALES BARNED
{Gallon) . A OTINT
Bagle Oyster Nehcotta 200 80,000 & 78,000  $18,009
Paeciking Co.
"New \lashington South Bend 325 60,000 80,000 b5 ,000
OQyster Sales
Main Oyster Co.  Bay Center 50 5,000 20,000 3,009
Stackpole Oyster Nahcobtba 150 15,000 2,000 2,000
Co.. ‘
Shintani roulsbo 20 4.,000 £,000 1,500
Yamashita Silverdale 2b 5,000 4,000 3,000
Westorn Oyster Blanchard 20 3,000 4,000 5,000
Co..
Vest Coast Shelton 120 5,000 27,000 8,000
Oyster Co.
Yoghihara . X
Total 910 177,000  $£218,000  $93,500

Japanese employed in Americsn concerns:

PEOPLE APPROXIMATE

EMPTOYED BARNTINGS
V7illapa Harhor : 10 & 9;000
Olympia and Puget Sound 50 47,000
Bellinghkam, Samish Boy 25 35,000
Seattle Opening Houses 16 19,000
Tacoma Opening Houses gg _ 20,000

Total - - ~121 $130,000

Employed by dapenese firms 63

Grand . Total - - ~184



FLELIC CPINION

For many weeks after the attacx on Pearl Harbor, public
opinion regarding resident Japanese was considering everything
extremely favorable, The newspapers, civic officials, and
prominent figures 1n public life weTs responsible for edatorials
and statements stresaing the necessity of falrness to individuals
of Japanese extraction, and urging that no untoward actlon be
taken to alter ths friendly pre-war relationship.

So far as we know, there was no sudden public reaction
against Japanese aliens or their citizen children, although
tners were a number of cases where ewployers anticipating puklic
disfavor discharged Japanese help. School authorities, church
leaders and others, who knew the Japaness oT were interested In
oraventing hysteria from rising against them joined in these
appeals,

Newspaper letber columns showsd aboutbt as many communica-
tions favorable to resident Japanese as unfavorable, and gen-
erally the situation was well in hand until the agitation grow-
ing in Californis spread to this district.

Investigation will substantiate our contention that the
ralations bebtween Americans of Japanese descent and Japanege
aliens with the Caucasian community of the Pacific Northwest
have, on the whole, been extremsly good, The Japansse have a
high reputation as to honesty, integrity, industry, and are
considered bﬁ those most closely in contact with them as law-
abiding and useful citizens,

our 1nvestigatbtion has shown that there are a grealt many
srdividuals who would not like to see wholesale evacuation of

Japanese, bub who dare not jsopardize thelr own positions »v
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speaking up at this time, Urderstardably, they do not care to
lay themselves open to thrs chargés of the vociferous minority
that they are un-American and "Jap-lovers'.

Except for the most rabid critics who make haseless and
Tlanket charges attacking the loyalty of Japanese and stress
their danger as potential sahoteurs and fifth columnists, most
persons who express themselves on the subject seem to believe
that only one out of 10 or psrhaps one out of 100 Japanese may
»e disloyal, Many contend that because of the presence of
this questionable element, the whole group must suffer,

While there is no generél agrecment on just what portion
of the Japaness are dangerous to the safety of the United
States, it should be stressed that the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation has alvready detained some 300 alien Japanesse in
the Seattle area.'-Analysis of the total population figures
shows that at least half of the Japansse in the State are
womer., and thus safely %to be ruled oub of consideration gen-
erally as saboteurs and fifth columnists. This would leave
at the very most, 2,700 alien Japaness males in Washington.
From these must he subtracted the aged and infirm,-nb small
congideration because the average age of this group is 59 years|

From these figures, it can be scen that considerably
more than one in every ten aliern Japanese males is under
detertion by Federal authoritiss, ﬁany others are doubtlesé
sti1ll under surveillance by the Federal PRureau of Investigation.
Here is the reply, then, t6 those who urge mass evaduation S0
that the one in ten, or the one in 100 dangerous character

may be removed from the coastal states.




We helieve that ir tThe proper action and leadership could
be initiated by responsible individuals with access to ths
racts, if would lead the way for the now silent groups to
speakx up. Once the hysterla is controlled by a statsment of
the facts of the case, it would seem Qelf~evident that the
proklem would take care of itself, It seems evident also
that those individuals and organisationsg who spoke in behalf
of loyal Japanese aliens and American citizens of Japanese
descent before the hysteria began would speak out again when
the facts to substantiate their contentions became generally
Known, | |

It should also be remembersd that one of the favorite
Nazi techniques for creating internal disorder is to create
ar. atmostphere of fear and mistrust in the civilian population,
Ine qreation of an attitude that holds, that everyone with
Orlental features is a apy or a saboteur would delight the
masterminds of Nazi pychological warfare. Hysteria has bo

place in a natlion that is resolved to fight the war against

tre Azis through to a victorious conclusion,



SELHISE IWEFRESTS

From the speed and orgarisation with which the agitation
for removal of Japanese aliers and American citizens of Jap-
anese parsntage grew, there is reason to believe trhat 1t was
not only the rgault of hysﬁeria or genuine fear of dangers,
sctual, potential or imagined, Ve have discovered that there
ia ét least some agitation &eing conducted by interests which
would profii from removal of Japaness, Facts and figures of
the economic position the Japanese have bullt up are a fairly
good index to the sort of behind-the-scenes pressure one might
rind,

First, however, the political angle must be mentioned,
This is more prevalent in California than in Washington/
Nonetheless, the Japanese issue has become one that apparently
s without bthe"obher side", ard politicians find it a most
cénvenient foothall to be kicked arcund without fearing any
gort of counter-reaction.developing from the opposition, In
other words, the Japanese issue i an ideal punching hag Whichﬁ
politicians can pumrmel Eﬁ the limelight of public approval ”
without experiencing any sort of pelitical retaliation., BSuch
irresponsible tactics have done much to inflame public opinion.
It might also be pointsd out that any office~holder, who re-~
mained zilent on tris issue, could expect to te attacked by
thogs who covel his off'ice,

Ir. 3sattle proper considsrable bressure has heen applied
by owners of hotel properties as well as real estate agencies,
hoth powerful and influential groups, for the removal of Jap-
anese, Most Japarese~operater, hotels are opsrated on lesses

1 .

of from three to five years. Hotsls have rnot beesn prolitaiis
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for the past few ysars, and it was only in the latter half of
1941, when defense workers rushed to Seattle, that hotels Tegm
to make money.

Now that these hotels are sexperiencing a boom, many of
the owners are anxious bto break present lsases. and increase
the rental for the next lessse. Others,_seeing the profitable
nature of the hotel business are anxious to become operators
ard are hurrying the day when they may ke ahle to step into
hotels left vacant by departing Japanese,

Real sstate agencies have approached at least 50 Jap-
anese-operated hotels wibly propositisns that they take over
opefation of the hotels for trle duration, in return for a per-
cenfage of thke gross income, usually 5 per cent. In some of
the larger hotels, where gross ineome for the month is $10,000
and more, five per cent amoumts to $ 500 monthly and up., A

holding company which could operate four or five of these

hotels would find it a most profitaklie venture, especially when’

there is every possibility of cheating the original operator
or. practically every item of Qperation. It must be emphasiced
that this is not a baseless charge. ?here are at least 50
large Japanese-operated hoteds which have had this proposition
put up to them,

A somewhat similar put not gquite so severe situation
exlsts it the rural areas'where other farmers Bave showed that
they desire rich lands leased ky Japanese farmers, However,
1t 1is exbremely doubktful if outside farmers can tura out any-
where neap thc volume or the quality-of produce that the pre-

sent tepmants are thle to do with their infinite patisnce,
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There alsc appear to be groups which are tryirg to
discredit the Federal Rureau of Investigation, Just who or
what they are is beyond the scope of this report, but it must
he remembared that the Jéﬁanese igsue is only one of the many
duties of the Faderal Bureau of Investigation. The internment
of large numbers of senemy aliens within twsnty-four hours of
the attack on Pearl Harhor; the unflagging zeal with which the
Federal Rureau of Investigation has since rounded them up;
and the absence of any serious gsabotage on the Pacific Coast
all eloguently attest the fact that the “ederal Bureau of

Investigation hag not been slumbering,



PRCRLEMS OF EVACUATION

S0 far we have revieved at some length the various reasons
why we believe that, provided the Federal Bureau of Investiga-~
tion carn cortinue te hold the situation well in hand as it
certainly has done, it ssrves the best interests of the com-
murity of Seabble and the United States as a whole to kesp
trhe Japanese right where they are, A tremendous kurden falls
upon those 8till in civil 1life to keep the daily roubins from
Belng entirely disrupbed by the new war economy,., It is fun-
damental to keep the home front secure agalinst shortége of
- foods, shortage of housing, and shortage of domestic labor,
for unless these nesds are first met, the production of the
war irdustries is wound to suffer,

Thus, we mslieve that from every angle the prorlem is
agproached, the tenefits derived by moving the Japanese oulb en

£

masse are overbalanced by the advantags of keeping them here
wrere they are already concerbtrated under proper supervision.
It must be pointed out that if the Japanese are a protlem
nere, they will continue to he a problem whereever they are
sert, for war industries and vital centers are spread out over
tre lergth and breadth of the land,

Ir. the case, however, that in the face of these arguments
the autkorities deem it to he the hest interests of the United
States to order evacuatlon, certain problems arise. We present

with
them, nct only/the intentior. of helning the authorities get a

complets pilcture of the 1ssue, but alse in the hopes that

assvrances can be given a naturally anxious Japanese public,
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LOCATION

A large number of people have remarked that they will
Zo where the government orders them to go, willingly, if it
will help the national defense effort. 3But tho higgest pro.
blem in their minds 1s where to go, The first unofficial
evacuétion announcement pointed out that the goverrment 4dlid
not concern itself with where evacuses went, just so they lait
prohibited areas., Obviously, thls was no solublion to the
gquestion, for immediabtely, from Yakima, Idaho,_qutana, Gglr
orado and elsewhere authoritative voices shouted: ""No Jeaps
wanted herai"

The Japanese feared with reason that, forced to vacate

thelr homes, uriable to find a place to stay, they would be
kicked frﬁmrtownAto own in the interior Yike the "Oakiles" of
John Steinbeck?!s novel., Others went further, and envisioned
the day when inhapitants of inland states, aroused by the
steady influx of Japgneseﬁ Wpuld rofuse to sell gasoline and
food to them. They saw too, the possibility of mob actlon
against them as exhausied, impoverished and -unabls to travel
further, they stopped in some town or village where thsy wers
not wanted,

The matter of lecatlion is an sxtremely realistlic ore,
Exceedingly few Washington Jopanese have friends or relativesl
elsewhere to whom they might be able to go. The others, in the
overwhelming majlorilty, would have to depend.on sheer guess
work or on government guldance in re-locating themselves.

Naturally, farmers deslre re-location on farm lands,
but. it must be polinted out that the. large scale farming of the

mid-West presents problems entirely foreign to the experience
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of the truck gardeners Bf téﬁ cﬁfst‘r It has also baeen suggestol
that a2ll Japaness be organized as farm laborers in the mid-
West, but here again, it must be swmphasized that the averago

sge ol ﬁhe allien Jepanese male is 5O vears, and that due to

the rigorous life he has been forced to lead, he is not 80
rugged as his Caucasian counterpart of the same age. True,
truck farming calls for unremibbing labor, but the actual
physical strain is much less than that imposed on the individual

in harvest time in the mid-West,

RESEPTLEMENT

Wihat will the government!s policy bef Will communitles
be shifted as units to other secfions? Will the Japanese bhe
re-sebtled as family units? Will men and women be segregated
and families split-up? Will Jépanesa be scattersd at random
in the interior? These are questions that are arising in the
Japancse communities in this area.

Tt would soem hardly Ffoasible to place thousands of Jap-
aness into inland commrlities without extensive preparation
because of bhe natural repercusslon from outraged cltizens who
understandably would not want the "backwash" from the coast
dumped in their citles, On the other hand, concentration
camps are nobt a permeanent solution, especially if this turns
out to be a long war as the government secms to belleve 1t will.

We arc also vitolly interested in learning to what
extent we can rely on federal financial assistance, not only

in the matter of transportation, tub also in the numerous pro-

blems of resettlement, Our flnancial reserves are nob grsatl
as a glance ot the statlistics on Japanese businesses will
reveal, and & lorg pllegrimage followod by a difficult periou

of adjustment would be too nuwci for che savings of the cvarsie
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gvacuated family. |

Another problem is that of how to gb. Is ia sufficient
to go east of the Cascade mountdins to the Vakima and Okanagan
valleys? Or would it be more sensible bto travel ns far inlond
as possible, to the Mississippi valley, for instance, u» 00w
viate the possibility of a sscond evacuation? Would the spar-
sely populated arsas along the Canadian border be feaslble,
or is this likely to be considered a danger zone? Should the
migration cross the Hockiles?

{OTURN

el o s

It is necessary to think of tho future, of the day when
this war will be over., OCould the. Japanese people, once eva-
cuated, return to their homea? There is the great poésib%lity
that orce the Jap-haters and cubspoken opponents of the re-
sident Japanese were successfiul in.driving the Japanese. out of
this area, they would never permit them to Peturﬁ, A post-
war campalgn of have ond villifleation when resident Japanese
tried to get back to their homes and ianvestments hore, is a
definite possibility should these eloments seore an inltial
vietory.

There is a huge but indeterminable investment herc in
furniture, personal belongings, businesses, land and property
by the Japanese. Certainly the matter of personal possessions
is dwarfed by the issue of the national good, but this 1is an
humanltarian problem that guvilkors close to nhe hearts and

k3

pockots of old poopiz whe nave Lised hers clowo to a half
contury, of young people ja2i stariing oal lin “ife.
Who will take care of Invasuvmsate aod pevsoral belongings

which cannot be taken Yy the evacuaszsy Tz 1 vot'ar Iom
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evacuecs Lo try to liguidate thelr posscessions at the best possible

pfice go they will have funds when they find a plseoe to re-
locate? Would it not be better to do so 1f the chances cf
roturning to this section of the country arc remote? Theso
are other gquestions that should be answered,

HUMANITARTAN

A problem of this magnitude involves certain far-reaching
humanitarian considerations., Evacuation means the uprooting
of ties establishod since birth for the citizen group, tles
of 30, 40, and 50 yoars standing for the resident allens.

We have nobed with gratitude that the authorities have
declded that aliens too 1ll fo move, occupants of hogpitals
or other such institutions, and those more than 75 years of age
will be permitted to romalin in cortain California prohibited
areas, While this is an humenitarian move, it does notb g0
far enough for it doss rnot provids for persons to cars for
the incapacitated and helpless,

Other relatcd problems include wolien in pregnancy, tha
aducation of children, individualis less than 75 yoars of age
not 111 enough to be considered invalids but useless in the
establishment sof new homes in a distant area,

What assurance have evacuess that they will find secur-
ity, a chance to make a.livelihood, or oven to uphold thelr
pride and dignity as individuals in their now homes? What
roaction can evacuoes expoeoct from thelr new neighbors in the
matter of welcome, co-operation, agsistance and neighborlincss?
Or must they live fearfﬁl and apprehensive under armed guard
whereever they are takern, to protcet thoem from sullen natives
outraged that their precincts have tecn invaded by the et

Coast'!s unwanted?
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A matter of 14,000 Japaness irom the svate of Washington
might be comparatively easily taken care of, but this issue
affects moré than 130,000 Individuals in the western states.
Tt must also be remembsred that the Axis propagenda
machines would_immediately seize upon an un-humanitarlan mass

avacuatlion to discredit the war aims of 2ll the United Nations

ng set Fforth in the Atlantic Charter, for example. Unfortunate-

ly, such propaganda might prove to be a serlous psychological
plow to the cause of the democracles,

WISHES OF THE JAPANESE

The Japancsc do not want to be evacuated, They desire
to stay in their home citlos and districts, away, of course,
from vital defense areas such as facborles, alrports, military
gstablishmonts, hydro-electric projochs, woter supply systems
and the like.to avold all unnocossary suspicion, In this way
they helieve they can serve the Unlted States best. But, we
repent, the Japanesse will_abido faithfully by ary declision
tl.nt the Govermment reachés.

Lssuming, however, thaot msss evacuation 1s decrcod, they
have several ideas which the Commitbes may like to congider,

MODEL, CITY

Tris is an cwbitlous plan entalling the ersation of an
all-Japaness clty somewhere in the interior of tho country,
able to sustain itsslf as a self-sufficlent wnit. Ib would
be financed originally partially by the Japanese themselves,
partially by the 5overnment3 Some importani defense industry
would he set up to give employment to Japanese labor, preferab-
1y one calling for skill and efficiency which Japanese workmen

possess, The city would be governed by Amerlcan citizens,
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who would elect a wgyor snd councli, just as other American

¢ities, and the dapanese, hoth American cltizens and aliens,
would be glven an opporbunity to practice the American ideals
of democratic government which they have learned .,

After the initial investment, the city could be expected
to become self-sufficient and a2 center for the hinterland. It
is altogether likely that such a cify, as an experiment in
democracy would be so progressive and would provide such ad-
vantages that friends of the Japansse would desire to share
its benefilts,

This would bhe a long-range project, to be continued in
perpotuity. The objection of the time required to set it up

would be overbalanced by the permancnt nature of the project.

ATTERNATIVE TO.EVACUATION

If a licensing systsm for individuals in vital and neces-
sery occupations could be worked out under the supservisgion of
gither the military or the Federal Bureau of Investigation, un-
wanted mags evacuatlon can be aveided. It is our belief that
only those considered not dangerous are being allowed to be
at liberty today, but this night be carried further by thorough
investigatlion of each individual.

Those permitted to remalin at their jobs should have to
pass tow tests: Prove their necessity to bthe national defonse
effort and be approved by the Tederal Bureau of Investigation,

lllhus,. the genoral public would bo assured that only the
unguestionably loyal individuals remain, and that fheir im-
portance to the defence offort Justifies their remaining in

this area,
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Covering the problem generally, these are the important

points:

1.

[«
-

The Japanese do not know where to go in case of
general evacuatlon.

They wish to be directed by the government as %o
whare tb B0,

They wish to be sent together, with families intact
and in sufficient numbers to be able to halp each
other over the daifficult periocd of adjustment.

M Y
They wish to be settled ncar large urban centors,
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We believe the sg~c2llzd Japaness problem is not so
serlous as certain voeal exponents of mags svacuation profess
to believe. We are surs that the benfits to be derived from
large geale evacvation of Japanese from the state of Washire-
ton are overwhelmingly over balanced by the benefits to be
derived by keeping them hers under the proper supervision,

The Japanese problem is not going to be solved by eva-
cuation., If they ars a problem here, they will be a problem
wherever they are sent. Since thls is so, it is logical
that they can be kept under better surveillance whers they are
now, concentrated as they are in weoll-defined arens, and where
they can continue to do their bit for thelnational defense.

The argument that the Japanese must be placed in =zafety
pecause of danger to themselves in case of invasion or parachute
attack is not entirely valid., It is admitted that loyal re-
sidents might be mistaken for such invaders and be subject
to injury. bBut in that case, a simlilar danger is present for
both Chinese and Filipinos for racial characteristics which
differentiate Japanese, Chinese and Eilipinos are so difficult
to detect that oven members of tbse races cannot make infall-
ible identifleation of esach other.

Among Axis enemies, the Japanese ars the worst possible
people to select as saboteurs, sples, and fifth columnist. &
Japanese can be distinguisghed from a considerable distance
because of oriental faclal characteristics which set him apart
from the general mass of people. Hnemies with Caucasian faces
can mix with crowds anywhere and carry out thelr nofarilous
missions,

Japanese are already barred from vital war industries
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yards, and othor such places

!

such ag aivecraft plants, ship
where saboteurs aremost likoely to strike. His contribution is
in other fields where the matter of sabotage is not involved,
where there is ample opportunity for government supervision.

Esplonage is a highly specializod business which cannot
be engnged in by just anyons. The vast majority of alien Jap-
anese and American citlizens of Japanese descent have no train-
ing whatever in esplonage, sabobage or fifth column work,
Thoir age distrikution precludes this pessibility. The Fed-
gral Bureau of Investigsation has already detained, or is keep-
ing under surveillanae thoss considered suspiclous.

Distinction must be made between long-bime residents of
this country and temporary vislibtors or treaty merchants. Tﬁe_
first have made their homes hers, and have mede up thelr winds
to remain here until they die. The groat majority has resolved
never to return to Japan. The others are here on o temporary
basgis, their homes are in Japan and thelr infterests are Jap-
anese, The two groups have never had anything in common other
than race. The first grouwp came here 2s immigrants, just as
lmmigrants from varlious parﬁs of BEurope, in search of the 1life,
liberty and fresdowm to pursus happiness which this country
has granted all oppressed and unhappy people, They have found
it here, and they arc appreciative, It is against thelr prin-
ciples to turﬂ against thé country that has sheltered them,
giﬁen them a livelihood, security, prosperity, and happiness
for all these ysars,

This is not o war of races, To consider it mo 1s to be
taken in by Tokyo propagandists who have used the "Asia for
Asiatics! theme in their conguests to creato internal turmeil.

To succumb to badly informed public cpinion eand carefully
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organized mass hysteria by progsing undue hardships on the Jap-
anese 1s to emmlatie the Nerml factic of racizal persecution which
proved so successful in Hitler!s climb to power,

If the loyalty of citizuns as a group is to be gueustioned,
in what may the Amorican people hﬁve faith and confidsnce?

Internccine warfare is not new, It has precedents in
She Tnited States where first the 1% Colonies turned on the
mother country in the American Hevolution, Frother fought
brother in that war, and cousin fought cousins, The issue was
tho ideal of liberty. #nother such wer was fought in the
Civil'war, and here again it was brother against brother, cou-
8in against cousin, over an ideal.

In #gia, thc.Japancse are pitted against other Asiatics,
The Japanese are allled with' Germary and Italy, Caucasian
nations. The Alliocd nations include'Caucasiantnations as well
as the Chinese and Filipinos, The Japanese also claim allies
among the Chinese of the Nanking regime, ZThus, it is 4 war
that transcends racial barricrs, a war in which ideals stand
as the bannar'around which various peoples of mahy-nati@ns anc
meny colors have rallied,

For the Japano&s, this is in fact a clvil war, The
Japanese in the old country are fighting for one thing, The
Japangse here are figbtiné for the American way of life, I
rany gubstaxtial number of the Japanese iIn this country, either
those with or wilthout American citizenship, sided with the
kloody and ruthless aims of the Axls powers, then it is pdor

testimony indeed for the principles of democracy and freedom

to which these people have been exposed for so long.
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We have, in extensive personal contacts, heard time and
agelin fron alien Japanese the desirs to do something concrote
to zgsist the United States to vietory. These poeople telisve
such victory to he a double triumph--for the principles of
democracy upheld by the Allicd nations, and for their cousins
and brothers back in the old c¢ountry who will be liberated
from themmad Fascidt warlebds,.¥ho. nave misled and exploited
them.

As for the younger gensration, they are already playing
an active part, serving in United States forces by the thousands,
Many hundreds voluntscred after the attack on Pearl Harbor,
and all of them arc serving willingly and loyaily.

To shun and disavow this patrictic fscling eoxpressed
apontaneously by the vast majority of the Jép&nese in the
United States 18 to throw an offering rising from the heart
hack into the faces of fthose who have mads it.

If it 1ig for the greater good that avacuqtion boe decresd,
we shall oboy to the best of our ability. bBut we aro con-
vinced that here in our homes and in our community is where we
belong, where we can lend every ounce of our strength, and
every cent of our resources, in creating the sinews of war so
necessary to total vietory. Wo are Americans, We want to do
our duty whore wo can serve best, #¢ meke these statoments,
not because we fear evacuation, but bscause we believe, to the
bottom of our hearts, that ths best interests of the Unitad
States, our nation, are to be sorved by being permitted bo stay,
work, fight, and die for our country if necessary hsre wh=lo

we belong.
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SUHMARY 1
We wish to go Qﬁ record now that the safety and welfare of
the United States is, has been and will continue to be foremost
in our minds. We, as American citizens, have a dubty to this,
our country, and the first tenet of that dubty is complete and

unshakable loyalty.
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We are wholeheartedly in favor of complete co-operation
with the military and other authoritlies on Withdrawai of
civilians from the immediate vielnity of defense projects

and watablishments, But we do not beliesve that mass evacu-

ation is either deszirable or feagible,

*
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We also desire the privilege of remaining to fight shouldsr

P

and shed our blood, 1if necessary, in the defenso of our country
and our homes together with patriotic Americans of other na-
tional extractions if that time should ever come, Lt is re-
pugnant to us that we be gilven a place of safetj when our

friends and neighbors remain behind to defend the things that

we together created and developed,
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If, finally, the decision is that the Japanese must go,
the Committes is assured of the Japanese American Citizens
Leagueld compleote co-operation in the eﬁacuation movement ..
Loyalty demands that orders, no ﬁatter ﬁhat, be obeyed will-

ingly and efficiently.
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SUMMARY &

In the state of Washington there arve spproximately 14,000

[N

ndividuals of Japanese extraction, About 63 per cent, or
8,800 are American~born, therefore American citizens. The re~
mainder, approximately 5,200, is foreign-born and alien.

* * %

Of the alien group the average age of males is 59.years;
of the.females, 51 years, Lany of these aliens have been in
the United States for 45 and BO years, all have been here since
1924 when the Exclusion Act went into effect, and their averasge
tenure of residence in this country may be approximated st 30

Fears.

The love of the alien Japanese for America is understand-~
sble. Many of the aliens mre pioncers of the facific Northe
west. They came here at the turn of the cenbury when the
State of Washingbon wos compuratively o raw frontier, and they
grew up with the country, alding in its develgpméntg

% * *

The average age of the American-born generation is 20

years, although there are o few individucls in their 46‘8.
* E 3 *

Juvenile court and police records show that the Americann
born Jepanese rarely if ever ere in difficulty with the law in
spite of the fact that most 0f them come from Seattle's e@o~

nomically depressed arcas,

#* K %
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Contrary to popular belief that Japaneée has not willfolly
segregated himself in his own 1ittle communitiés Where_he moves
only in oompletély Japanese circles,

- * * *

The Japanese resident in the United Stotes hes mode his
grestest contribution in the £ield of agrieulture-an& it is
here thaet he can make & great contribution to the war effort
of the United States.

* * *

Japanese farmers in Yoeshingbon cultivate 15,353 adres;
some for two or three crops, or & total of about 18,000 acres
of productioh, The totel number of farms is 666; zetually
invoiving 1,166 alien =nd £,208 citizen workers,

* * k

The total velue of produvce handled by Japanese farmers in
1941 was roughly four million of which $3,089,760 was in estern
Washington alone., Interstate shipments from Testern ™ashington
wore valued ot $1,089.209 in 1941 while $2,815,051 was sent té
local markets,

* * *

In Sesttle there are 140 Japonese-operated grocery stores
representing an investment of $500,000; 90 Jepanese-operoted
dye works and c¢lecning estnblishments; 53 Japaness-operated
restourants, serving an estimetod 25,000 meals perrday: 206
Japanese-bﬁérated hotels with o %otal of 13,759 rooms; and 56
Japanese-opérated apartment houscs with & totel of 1,300

apartments.
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Investigation will subgtantiote our contention that the
relotions between Americaens of Japeonese descent and Japanese
cliens with the Coucasian community of the Pecific Northwass
have, on the whole, been extremcly good.

* ok %

Considerably more than one in every ten alien Jopanese meler
is under detention by federal aulhorities. -leny others are
doubtless still under surveillance by'the Federal Bureau of
Investigation.

% ok K

From the gpeed and organlizotion with which the agitation
for removal of Japansse alliens ond American citizens of Japanese
parentage grew, there is reason to believe that it wes not only
the result of hysteria or gonuine fear of dangers, actual;
pobential or imagined, We have discovered that therse is at
least some agitoebion being conducted by interests which would
profit from the removal of Japanese.

¥ ok ok

Covering the probhlem of mass evacuabion generally these are
the important points:

1. The Japonese do not know where to go in cose of general
gvacuation.

2. They wish to be diroccted by the govermment os to whore
to go.

3. They wish to bo sent together, with families intzet and
in sufficient numbers to be able to holp each,othof ovor th»
difficult period of adjusbtmont,

4., They wish to bo settlcl near large urben getbicueans .

e ¢
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If a licensing system for individunels in vital and nscessary
ncowpsations could be worked ouwt under ihs suvervision of aithsr
the military of the Federal Bureau of Invesgbhigavion, unwanted

maag evecuation can be avoided,

d



