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Week 3: Going the Distance!

You may admire people like writers, actors, athletes, artists, friends, and family members.  They likely achieved their success by following their dreams.  This week we recommend books about persevering, going the distance, and reaching your dreams.   The following list is divided by grade level and includes Braille, Large Print, and Digital Books.  Many of the books for older readers cross grade levels (example: “ For junior and high school readers”), so be sure to look for those crossover books on both “Grades 4-8” and “Grades 9-12” lists.  
Some of the Digital Books are only available via download through the BARD download system (http://nlsbard.loc.gov/).  You may request any of these titles by contacting WTBBL at 206-615-0400 or 1-800-242-0866.  If you would like additional titles or suggestions, please contact Mandy Gonnsen, Youth Services Librarian at 206-615-0400 or at mandy.gonnsen@sos.wa.gov 
Grades PreK – 3
BRC01076 - I Can by Helen Oxenbury
A "Baby Beginner Board Book". Illustrations of toddler activities with one word captions. PRINT/BRAILLE. For preschoolers. 1985.

BRC00330 - Sam's Speedy Fire Truck by Mary Packard
Board book in the shape of a fire engine allows preschoolers a quick trip into the world of a fire station. PRINT/BRAILLE. For preschoolers. 1999.

BRC00249 - Doctor Duck illustrated by Carole Etow
Tactile Board book. Achoo! Uh-Oh! Sounds like someone might have the flu. Better check with Doctor Duck to be sure! Furry face on cover and remains available as you turn the pages. PRINT/BRAILLE. For preschoolers. 1994. 

BR016031 - Knockin' on Wood: Starring Peg Leg Bates by Lynne Barasch
Biography of world famous African American tap dancer who had only one leg. Tells about Clayton Bates's unstoppable love of dancing, his accident in 1919 at age twelve, and the wooden leg his uncle whittled for him--the peg leg that became his nickname. PRINT/BRAILLE. For grades K-3. 2004.

DB072974 - Jorge Luis Borges by Georgina Lázaro León
Young Jorge lives in a world of imagination with his sister Norah and discovers the power of stories--which leads him to become one of South America's most famous writers. Part of the Cuando los Grandes Eran Pequeños collection. For grades K-3. Spanish language. 2009.

LP014258 - Astronauts Work In Space by Carol Greene
Color photographs and simple large print texts describe some of the jobs that astronauts do aboard a space shuttle and what they do to prepare on the ground. 1997.

LP014254 - Postal Workers Deliver Our Mail by Carol Greene
Describes the jobs done by the many workers who contribute to the delivery of our mail.  Simple large print with color photos. 1997.

BR018013 - My Mom Is a Firefighter by Lois G. Grambling
Billy has two families--his mom and dad and the firehouse "uncles" who work with his mom. Billy is proud of his mom's fire-safety presentation at his school and of her firefighter's job. He already knows what he wants to be when he grows up. PRINT/BRAILLE. For grades K-3. 2007.

DB036641 – Follow The Dream by Peter Sis
More than five hundred years ago, Christopher Columbus was born in Genoa, Italy. His parents hoped that he would be a weaver like his father. But Columbus wove dreams of adventure and discovery with his ambition to be a sailor and explorer, and imagined finding a route to the East by sailing west. No one believed that that was possible, but Columbus did not give up. And what he found was a continent unknown to Europeans. For grades K-3 and older readers.  1991.




DB059484 – Xochitl and the Flowers/Xochitl, la Nina de las Flores by Jorge Argueta
After moving to San Francisco from El Salvador, Xochitl and her mother sell flowers around the neighborhood. When her father rents an apartment with a big junk-filled yard, their new friends help the family create the garden of their dreams. English and Spanish text. For grades K-3. 2003.

Grades 4-8
DB070105 – The Dream Stealer by Sid Fleischman
Eight-year-old Susana, a plucky Mexican girl, tries to get her dream back from the chili-pepper-eating Dream Stealer. He takes her to his castle, where countless dreams and even more adventures await. For grades 3-6.  2009.

DB069305 – Gabriel's Horses [#1, Racing to Freedom] by Alison Hart
Kentucky, 1864. With the Civil War disrupting normal routines, twelve-year-old slave Gabriel's free father joins the Union Army to earn his family's freedom. Meanwhile  Gabriel contends with the new, cruel, white horse trainer and with Confederate soldier raids and dreams of becoming a jockey. For grades 4-7.    2007.

BR011905 - And Not Afraid To Dare: The Stories of Ten African American Women by Tonya Bolden
Biographies of ten African American women who managed to achieve despite social and economic roadblocks. Among them are writers, singers, athletes, and scientists. Includes Ida B. Wells, Mary McLeod Bethune, Leontyne Price, Toni Morrison, and others. A brief appendix lists additional people and their achievements. For grades 6-9 and older readers. 1998.

BR013589 - Uncommon Champions: Fifteen Athletes Who Battled Back by Marty Kaminsky
Portrays fifteen athletes who had the courage to overcome major obstacles in their lives and achieve remarkable success and recognition in a variety of sports.  "Seeing Things His Own Way" profiles Erik Weihenmayer whose blindness does not prevent him from being a mountain climber. For grades 6-9.   2000.
BR017122 - Dare to Dream! Twenty-five Extraordinary Lives by Sandra McLeod Humphrey
Biographical sketches of people who showed moral, physical, or spiritual courage to achieve their goals. Profiles athletes, doctors, politicians, writers, lawyers, and entertainers including Eleanor Roosevelt, Norman Vincent Peale, Maya Angelou, Sandra Day O'Connor, Ben Carson, Bill Cosby, and Sammy Sosa. For grades 5-8. 2005.

DB050298 - The story of the Olympics by Dave Anderson
Traces the history of the Olympics from its beginning in 776 B.C. to modern times. Relates stories about medal-winning athletes who participate in events such as track and field, gymnastics, swimming, diving, figure skating, skiing, and speed skating. For grades 5-8. 2000.

DB052345 – Nory Ryan's Song [#1, Nory Ryan's Song series] by Patricia Reilly Giff
When Ireland's potato crop fails in 1845 and twelve-year-old Nory Ryan's family often goes hungry, she dreams of taking them to Brooklyn, in America. But in the meantime she learns healing from the herbalist Anna Donnelly and scrounges the countryside for food.  For grades 4-7. 2000.

BR000291 - Pablo Casals; Cellist for Freedom by Aylesa Forsee
The life of a noted Spanish musician, from his youth to his festivals in Prades and Puerto Rico.  For grades 6-9.  1965.

Grades 9 – 12
BR010564 - Say It Loud! The Story of Rap Music by Maurice K. Jones
History of the popular American music form. Traces rap music's roots to the West African griot tradition, the charismatic sermons of African American preachers, and the "jive talking" of jazz musicians, comedians, and poets. Includes profiles of rap artists such as Run-D.M.C., Queen Latifah, and Ice-T. For junior and senior high readers. 1994.



DB061272 - SPIN: 20 Years of Alternative Music: Original Writing on Rock, Hip-Hop, Techno, and Beyond edited by Will Hermes and Michel Sia
Articles from SPIN magazine that highlight artists and musical movements since 1985. Includes essays and interviews on Nirvana, Smashing Pumpkins, Courtney Love, Phish, Eminem, Tupac, and OutKast as well as grunge, goth, rap-rock, Britpop, Napster, and other trends. Strong language. For senior high and older readers. 2005.

DB062750 - Women Who Risk: Profiles of Women in Extreme Sports by Marilyn Olsen
Eleven exceptional female athletes share sports experiences including inspirations, obstacles, and achievements. Provides practical information on training, expenses, and equipment. Profiles triathlete Heather Hedrick, surfer Jodie Nelson, and women in wakeboarding, auto racing, rock climbing, dogsledding, skydiving, mountain biking, and more. For senior high and older readers. 2001.

DB070387 – Letters to a Young Sister: DeFINE Your Destiny by Harper Hill
African American actor advises young women on relationships, school, careers, money, overcoming obstacles, and more. Includes contributions from First Lady Michelle Obama, actress Alfre Woodard, rap artist Eve, and others. Companion to Letters to a Young Brother (RC 62749). Some strong language. For senior high and older readers.   2008.

DB046258 – Bone Dance by Martha Brooks
Seventeen-year-old Alexandra Sinclair unexpectedly inherits some land in Manitoba from her unknown father. Lonny LaFreniere believes the property should be his and resents that his stepfather sold the family heritage. At first leery of each other, both Native American teenagers find something they need on Medicine Bluff. For senior high and older readers. 1997.
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