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On the bitter day of February 22,
1910, the Great Northern Spokane
Passenger Train No. 25 and the Fast
'Mail Train No. 27 began their rough
trek from Spokane, Washington to
Seattle, Washington. As the trip went
on, the trains faced some
difficulties due to heavy snow, and
these horrific weather conditions
even forced the trains to stop near
Stevens Pass at a town by the name of
Wellington. To get the trains to
continue moving, many passengers
attempted to clear the snowy tracks,
but it became clear that there was no
way they could get through the dense
snow that continued to pour from the
sky. Consequently, the only option
for the passengers aboard the two
trains was to wait out the storm. And
there they sat for six days, waiting
for the catastrophe of the storm to
blow over. Some passengers grew |
impatient and even walked to the
nearest towns, and this decision
A saved their lives from the tragedy

that lay ahead.
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After nearly a week of waiting
through what seemed to be a
never-ending storm, a disaster hit.
On March 1, 1910, in the midst of
dreadful weather, a gigantic slab of
snow, which measured a quarter of a
mile wide and half a mile long, broke
\{ree from the mountains at two in the ‘
horning. The two unmoving trains and

the passengers aboard them were swept
into the nearby Tye River Gorge by

the catastrophic avalanche. They fell
150 feet deep into the Gorge,

smashing to the ground with upwards

of 40 to 70 feet of snow and debris
covering them. Many of the peacefully
sleeping passengers on the trains

were killed instantly.

This train, the Fast \

Mail Train No. 110, was!

gimilar to the Fast

Mail Train No.
which was destroyed in
the Stevens Pass
Avalanche. T
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‘ The 1910 Stevens Pass Avalanche ‘

was the worst avalanches recorded in
,U'S’ history.




-The Tragic Aftermath .

Many people aboard the trains &
sadly passed due to this incident. Tt @
took workers and volunteers 12 days
to clear the snowy tracks and since
the trains wrecked in a remote
TN focation, it took nearly 21 weeks to
é%g‘iscover all of the bodies of the
p f passengers that had been buried in

snow and debris.
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This photo shows how powerful this avalanche really
was; it not only destroyed both of the trains, but
trees that were securely rooted into the ground

- Fun Fact! -

The town of Wellington was renamed- &

e

(the name of the Gorge the »g
g ) in commemoration ‘%ﬁ
Sgof the people who were killed in the
disaster.
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I)EAD MISSING AND IN]URED IN AVAIANCHE CMASTR |

ORIENTAL umrm GREAT NORTHERN'S CRAGK TRAIN, BEQIROYED BY FIRE!

\ A popular newspaper writes an article about the ‘
catastrophic event a few days after it happened.
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3 Sadly, 96 lives were lost; the |
. most tragic avalanche disaster in .
??American history. There were 125

3 g

_people on those trains; only 293 {
survived. The injured from the firstj ¥
part of the avalanche were taken to
Wenatchee, even though it was a long
trek, that’s why they all of them
didn’t go in the first place.




Fun Fact!

A women accidently went on the
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wrong train and was supposed to go on
one of the trains that crashed. That

mistake saved her life.

A graveyard were some of the people
were buried.

All these people had lives of ‘
their own; they’re not just some 1
tragic accident. Some of them were é
lawyers on their way to Olympia. Most|
of them were from.spokane starting a
new life out west. All ages from just
only three-years-old to sixty-three-
years-old. All of them had their own
lives and personalities and should be

remembered. ’ .
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Starrett was in the disfigured
train car when it was tumbling down a
ravine. Luckily, she was thrown out
of the car before then. She awoke |
face down in the snow and felt a

large object pressing down on her.

She cried and yelled for help until
finally, a rescuer came running to

her rescue. Sadly, her infant son and
her other young child didn’t make it; &

- but her seven-year-old was found
alive.

# Shows how much destruction that the
! avalanche brought.




B 3939, a 7.8 mile-long tunnel
‘was built to cover the tracks and :
prevent another build-up of snow. P
Workers also built massive concrete
snow sheds at the entrance of the
tunnels to further restrict any extra
snow blocking the train tracks and so
this horrible tragedy wouldn’t happen
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‘ A picture of a rescue team searching ) ‘
for the bodies of the deceased weeks
‘ter the wreck. ’
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image from after the train wreck, the remains of
he train cars that crashed into trees and rolled
down the mountain killing over 90 people. |




More recently, the old railroad
tracks were turned into a popular
hiking trail; it was named the “Iron
Goat Trail” since locomotives used to
be called “iron goats”. In addition
to the old tracks changing, workers
made new, safer tracks in a more
stable spot on the mountain. New rail
lines were also added, along with
establishing protective tunnels to
icover the new tracks. The most
up-to-date addition to the safety :
precautions is that if the weather is |
forecasted to have possible avalanche
conditions, then Stevens Pass is
practically shut down; train
departures are canceled, the leisure
activities on the mountain are called
off, and finally, the rocads to and
from opposite sides of the mountain
‘are closed so no one is swept away by
‘the possible torrent of snow. 4




Lessons Learned From This <

Lessons ueallletd Ll -2.=29
Disaster
Some lessons that came out of this
accident are that clear-cutting trees
on mountains and hills (that are
prone to receiving snow) above
structures used by people is not a
good idea; some think it was a
partial cause to the avalanche.
Another lesson that was learned is
that if a late winter storm drops
more snow on an already unstable
snowpack, snow slides will most
likely be large and have the
potential to be able to ravage
hillsides and roads. Authorities now
know what to look out for in advance
so they can close roads ahead of time
case an avalanche does occur.

Fun Fact!
As stated before, the town of 1

| Wellington (where the avalanche

- | OCcurred)was renamed to try to forget |
the incident. They renamed it “Tye” [

after the Tye River Gorge. However |

the town was renamed only shortly :

before another tunnel was created,

eliminating the need for trains to "
ss through the small town. ; ’ o
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chepage/1910-stevens-pass

https://www.voutube.com/watch?v=ANRY

FZil3bw&ibss=1
http://johnmckay.bloaspot. com/2011/0

\ 2/wellington-avalanche-1910.html
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: j ;eacher” parts because those are true.**4 o




	RootNode

