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When:

Mount Helens is a huge part of Washington history because of its big
eruption that happened on May 18, 1980 at 8:32 a.m. Pacific Time.
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The Length:

Before the eruption, Mount Helens was 9,677 feet (2,950 meters) tall,

and was the fifth tallest mountain in Washington. But now it’s only 8,366
feet (2,549 meters). That means the eruption blew up 1,311 feet (399 r
meters) of land! |
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How:

The Mount Helens eruption was caused by an earthquake that occurred
1 mile (1.6 km) below the volcano. The magnitude of the earthquake was
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The Ash:

The ash plume of the eruption was big too. It spread across many states,
By noon the ash plume was in Moscow, Idaho, and by 3:00 P.M the ash
was near Missoula, Montana, and starting to spread south. At the end of
the day (16 hours after eruption) the ash plume reached central
Colorado. That’s 1,305.4 miles away from Washington!
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Effect on People:

57 people died because of the eruption, and many more were injured
badly. All the manmade structures near the volcano were destroyed due
to the land slides. The two counties, Cowlitz and Skamania were affected
badly too destroying nearly 200 cabins and houses that left many people
_homeless. More than 185 miles of highways and roads were destroyed or
iheavily damaged because of the big eruption.
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Quiz T

A) When did Mt. Helens erupt?

B) What was the magnitude of the earthquake
that caused Mt. Helens to erupt?

C) What Al t e height of Mt. Helens before

E) How far did the ash plumes spread by the
end of the day of the eruption?
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MY VISIT TO MT. HELENS

| visted Mt. Helens National
Volcanic monument on the Dec
23", 2018 to learn more about
the volcano, its eruption and its
scientific history. The
documentary movie which was
played at the Visitor Center

: Auditorium was very informative
' and enlightening. There was a lot to cover; | have tried to give a

brief photo journal here.

These are 7 layers of rocks and dirt
found in mt. Helens. frig, (a)]
® Double Soil and Pumice
Pumice
Soil
Dark Ash
Rock and Ash
Soil
Charcoal




Fig. (b)

Fig. (c)

Compared to the eruption in Mt. Mazama,

Crater Lake, Oregon
the eruption of Mt helens was very small. frig,

(b) and Fig. (c);

Fig. (d) Fig. (e)
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These two rocks, Breadcrust (left) Pumice(right), are two rocks
found in Mt Helens. [Fig. (d) and Fig. (e)]



SAINT HELENS

With apocalyptic roar and the sound

Of the fifth angel’s trumpet, this star’s fall
From heaven collaps’d the volcanic north

Face, releasing in pyroclastic flow

Roiling, rumbling, demonic Spirits,

Dwellers of the Ab Yss, vaporizing
lnstantaneously man, deer and bird,

Blotting the sun, with roiling death’s ash clouds,
Today, this scene, once hosting Cascadian
Armageddon, now quiet, as the new

Heaven and earth reclaim sanctuary

Where thrush and grouse hide, deer and ek wander
Feeding ‘midst heather and lupine, Life does
Recover her tenuous hold on earth,

- Sonnet written by David Palmer
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