Th-ey Saw “Devils”

VENT

Teedimern s:

CALLED SEEAN-TIR

fAlLED T() GET TﬁEIR SOUI_

By JORG TOTSGI jor Septe” 7
Editor of The. Real American, an|the cveniug “twly
T aakiv  yamihe wwhistliine _ 2

i3]
ERI AT ﬂu
“Hourth,




AUTHOR'S NOTE:
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morning of Friday, July 11, 1934,
five men came off the sastern flank
of Mount St. Helens where they had
been working a small remote gold
mine for the previous two years. They
stated that they were abandoning
their mining claim and the log cabin
that had been built four weeks prior.
The reason, they claimed, for
deserting their laborious project
was that they had just spent the
previous night fending off a eix
hour attack by a band of
Mountain Devils.

Thise is their story.




1 dan't|want to kaow
morg abonl the crertyye
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Jurg ot me rom the sp
~glavted toward me wWhen
th: my revaetvern,

Leroy Perry Smith
The Portland Telégram
July 15, 1934




BORN IN 1866 IN KELSO, WASHINGTON T0

EARLY SETTLER, L.P, SMITH OF THE

LEXINGTON NEIGHBORHOOD. HE WAS

RAISED IN THE ERA OF BIG TIMBER OF THE PACL

2 NORTHWEST. HE DIED WHILE FISHING IN HIS BOA

FOR SMELT IN 1935 ON THE COWLITZ RIVER. AT THE TIME OF HIS COLLAPSE, HE 14§
WITH BIS LIFELONG FRIEND, AUGUST JOHANSEN, WHO HELPED WORK THE GOLD MIVE IN
1933 AND 1933, |

BORN IN 1854 IN CRAWFORD CO. PESNSYLVANIA, COUSIH

TO MARTON SMITH. IN TEE 1890'S EE BUILT WANTY

HOUSES IN COWLITZ COUNTY, BEING A CARPENTER. AS
AN OLDER MAN, HE WAS THE CARETAKER OF A SMALL SCHOOL IN EELSO. EE DIZD IN
1937, BAVING HO CHILDREN AND HAVING NEVER MARRIED. TEE SPELLING OF HIS LAST
HAME APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN A MATTER OF DEBATE.

BORE IN 1888 I¥ KELSO. EIS FATEER, JOE DMPLOTED

MARTON SMITE FOR A TINE AT 4 LOCAL LUMBER ¥ILL.

FRED MARRIED MARTON'S DAUGETER, ¥ASZL. 383X

FWOREED AT TEZ FETEEAUSER WILL FOR ALMOST 30
YEARS AND WAS A WEMSER OF TEX PULP AND SUPLEITE UNIOS. LATEE I¥ LIFE, X WiS
A FATTE EZALEE, CONDUCTING SEASCES AT HIS BOME OF EABEIS STEEET IF E4STY
EELSO. EE DIED I¥ 1972 4T 4 VASCOUVER, WASE. BOSFITAL. EX AND EIS WIFE EAD
BOOL, *I FOUGET TEL APT EES OF ¥Y. ST. EXLINS", PUSLISEED I¥ 1957, EIS BAREIS
STEZXY EOMX STILL STASDS TODAY.




BORN IN 1905 IN KELSO. LEROY PERRY SMITH WAS
THE SON OF MARION SMITH AND BROTHER-IN=LAW

TO FRED BECK. HE WORKED AS A LONGSHOREMAN,

A MILL WORKER, A FISHERMAN AND WAS A MEMBER

OF THE LONGSHOREMANS UNION. IRONICALLY, HE ALSO
DIED WHILE FISHING ON HIS BOAT IN THE COWLITZ
RIVER IN 1974, ABOUT 3 MILES DOWNSTREAM FROM WHERE MARION DIED. SMITE
AND HIS WIFE CATHERINE ADOPTED TRO SONS AND HAD TWO CHILDREN. TEEIR
TWO BIRTH CHILDREN STILL LIVE IN KELSO, WASHINGTON TODAY.

BORN IN 1850, PETERSON WAS A FAMILY FRIEND

OF MARION SMITH, HAVING LIVED FOR MANY YEARS

IN THE SAME LEXINGTON NEIGHBORHOOD OF KELSO.

HE DIED IN THE COWLITZ COUNTY HOSPITAL IN 1937

AFTER A YEAR LONG ILLNESS. HE WAS PRECEDED IN

DEATH BY HIS WIFE, ELLEN MARIE AND HIS SON PAUL. ONLY HIS DAUGHTER, MABEL
REMAINED, LIVING IN PORTLAND, OREGON.

BORN IN 1966 IN NEWPORT, OREGON. I WAS RAISED

AS A LAND SURVEYOR BY MY FATHER. I CURRENTLY

OWN THE SAME FAMILY BUSINESS AND LIVE IN WESTPORT,
WASHINGTON. SINCE BEING STRUCK AROUND THE AGE OF 9
YEARS OLD WITH ABJECT FEAR AT WATCHING THE APE * no photograph
CANYON RE-ENACTMENT IN "SASQUATCH, LEGEND OF submitted
BIGFOOT" ON KPTV, CHANNEL 13, PORTLAND OREGON,

I NEVER FORGOT THE SCENES OF THE MINERS BEING ATTACKED.

APPROXIMATELY 10 YEARS AGO, I BEGAN RE~-RESEARCHING THE 1934 EVENT,
CULMINATING IN REDISCOVERING THE REMAINS OF THE INFAMOUS CABIN IN

3013 AND PRODUCING THIS ZINE IN 301°.




1918 = 1933

THE CEINESE AND EYDRAULIC
MINING I¥ TEE FAR WEST. THE
MIFING EISTORY ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL (1994).

RANDALL ROHE SMITH WAS 53 YEARS OLD. THE
SAME YEAR I AM NOW, AS I
WRITE THIS. BOWEVER, MARION
SMITH HAD A VERY DIFFERENT
UPBRINGING THAN I DID. I
GREW UP IN THE AGE OF
INTERNAL COMBUSTION
GASOLINE ENGINES AND
BROADCAST TELEVISION AND
SCHOOL LUNCHES. MARION
GREW UP WITH THE ADVENT OF
STEAM AND IRON AND MASSIVE
BUCKSAWS THAT DREW DOWN
MONSTEROUS TIMBER, FUELING
THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST
ECONOMY OF THE UNITED
STATES. WITH THIS, IT WAS ALSO AN AGE OF REGULAR DISMEMBERMENT AND
EARLY DEATH AMONG YOUNG WORKERS. REGARDLESS THE LURE OF GOOD PAY
FOR HARD WORK WAS HARD TO IGNORE FOR AN ABLED=-BODIED PERSON. BY
THE AGE OF 53, HE HAD SPENT A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF TIME IN THE
MOUNTAINS. HE HAD SEEN AND SHOT AND FISHED ALMOST EVERYTHING THAT
THERE WAS TO SEE IN THE WOODS. WORKING IN 19TH CENTURY, SOUTHWEST
WASHINGTON, HE CAME TO UNDERSTAND THAT THERE WAS GOLD COMING OFF THE
MOUNTAIN. ALONG THE TRIBUTARIES, DRAINING MOUNT SAINT HELENS, THERE
WERE NUMEROUS PLACER GOLD CLAIMS FILED. LEWIS RIVER, CORLITZ RIVER,
COLUMBIA RIVER. CIRCA 1880'S A LARGE PLACER GOLD MINING OPERATION,
REPORTEDLY OWNED AND RAN AS A CHINESE COOPERATIVE WAS LOCATED ON
BURNT BRIDGE CREEK, NORTH OF WHAT IS NOW 39TH STREET IN VANCOUVER,
WASH.




SMITH ENLISTED THE BELP OF HIS
COUSIN, GABE LEFEVER; HIS SON-IN-
LAW, FRED BECK; CLOSE FRIENDS IN
THE LEXINGTON NEIGHBOREOOD,
AUGUST JOBANSEN AND JOBN
PETERSON; A CLOSE FRIEND OF BECK'S,

¥ACK REODES; AND LATER BIS SON,
LEROY PERRY SMITH. THEY LEFT
SUITHE'S BOME IN THE LEXINGTON
EEIGEBORHEOOD OF KELSO AND EEADED
SOUTE AND EAST TO BEGIN
PROSPECTING PLACER LOCATIONS IN
PHE DARK, SILTY SOILS OF THE LEWIS
RIVER, EAST OF WOODLAND,
WASHINGTON FOR THE NEXT FOUR
YEARS, LOOKING FOR GOLD.

Marion Smith
The Kelsonlan
July 16, 18934

"IN THE MORNING WE WERE GLAD TO
START FOR HOME. SIX YEARS AGO
WHEN WE FIRST LOCATED THE
CLAIM WE SAW THE STRANGE FOUR
TOED TRACKS, WITH THE TOES

SHORT AND STUBBY, AND ALMOST
SQUARE ACROSS, AND HAVE SEEN
THEM SEVERAL TIMES SINCE. TWO
YEARS AGO THE STRANGE ANIMAL
SOUGH TO ENTER OUR TENT, AND WE
FOUND ITS TRACKS AROUND THE
TENT IN THE MORNING".

COWLITZ COUNTY ATLAS METSKERS MAPS (1955) MARION
SMITH'S LAND AND FARM. "LEROY SMITH" TRACT 8 NOW

CONTAINS THE LEXINGTON BRIDGE ROAD CHEVRON GAS STATION




2 party of men travelled East from Woodland,
a.long the North side of the Lewis River. Lewis River
Road was re~aligned in the 1950's, where 1t is located
today. At the time of the Smith's work, the road was in
many places still the dangerous Stagecoach Road from
1888, A client of mine, Jay Pstty who owns property along
this route told me that in the sarly 30th oentury, a
stageocach would be lost once and a while, tumbling off
the precipice in to the river below. The bed of the old
Stagscoach Road can be still seen today in numerous
locations.

Lewis River Road and
bottom land near
Woodland. c. 1950
(wasnington State
Archives)
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Maps of Cowlitz and Skamania Counties. 1936 & 1937
(Wasbington State Arohives), showing approximate route

of investigative placer mining by Smith and party
(1918-1933).




== 0f the placer locations suited the

minez-n dreams of wealth and luxury. Travelling North,
the party explored the Muddy river, up, up the
mountain. The Columbdia National Forest; which was later
folded in to the Gifford=Pinohot National Forest did

| employ logging operations at the time. However, logging
zoads were few and ended before the miners had
satisfied their desire for gold. They continued North
along the ridges and through and valleys choked with
underbrush. In the Fall of 1933 they at last found
their mining location far up the East side of Mount
Saint Helens, near the timberline in one of the most
remote, dangerous locations imaginable.

TATE OF WAS
SIATE HIGHWAY [lLP\qT\IE\T
ﬂl\\!l‘n WASHINGTON

MAP OF
COWLITZ COUNTY

8CAl 2 INCH 1 MILE

1524
Revined per County Map i1- 226




- JULY 9, 1934

to FRED BECK
LOCATION NOTICE

TS, TeAT Faeo 8ecsk P.

Initial Mining

Location Notice

Venderwhite ISHES SITIZEN 57
¥ine. (November i gl s o
6, 1933) Records
Of Skamania © AND HCRIZONTAL MEASUREMENT c‘e‘-us SURFACE LODE, YEIN
County, Wash. VEIN THEREOF, WITH ALL ITS DIgS, AW 5 vamiaTie

:tHer wiTH 300 rFgeT EasT

. TH1S 18 DAY CF

1GHT OF OISCOVERY ANC
THESE PRESENTS 00 LE3M AND CLAINM, BY RIG ° oLs
HESE 00 tes
veD M 10
PLIANGCE WITH THE MINING 'CT OF CONGRESS, APPROVED MaY
TION, 1} COMPLIANGCE E e M

D WITH LOCAL CUSTOMS, LAWS
ALL SUBSEQUENT ASTS, AND WITH LOCAL CUS Se

‘E1x AT THE SURFACE,

VE INS, LODES, LEDGES OR OEPISITS ANC
im 600 FEET RUNNING SOUTH FROM CENTER OF DISCTQ¥
FH FROM CENTER OF CIS
) L63E, VEIN, LEDGE
£ MINING DISTRIST
COMMENCING Ay 7THIS OIS
UPON WHICH THIS NOTICE 1S POSTED] THEN
TER END; THENCE WesT FECT 30C, to A
T.H-, 70 A PoST warxeD N.W

TER ENO; THENCE 3

KDER %

THES SLAIM 15 XNO¥%N A8 THE E
covERED Aucu

ATED SEP. |

v Fred feex ey
~ 4 ’Z—‘/y,v/yg,;«,
/,“LME{/-.

COUNTY AULITOR.

fag = §§§,§ 1967 book, "I Fought the Apemen of ut. St. Helens", Fred
Beck details the means of arriving at the location whers the mining

' operations were made. The nature of the decision is undoubtedly
paranormal; involving spirit guides, white arrows in the sky that
1ead them to the location as well as possible encounters with ghosts.
None of these points were brought to 1ight in the extensive reporting
in 1934 and only were revealed in Becks book. By this point, in 1967,
Beck waa 79 years old and had gained a following as a faith healer
and conducted sceances at his home on Harris Strest in Kelsoc.
Ironically, the accusation of being Spiritualists was strongly
denied by Beck and Marion Smith in 1934. Perhaps Beck had time to
think about 1t in the ensuing decades.

-

Regardless, the origin of the name of Venderwhite for the mine,
according to Beck in 1967 was from an unexplained snocunter with a
mysterious young woman while on the mountain in the early years of
prospecting. It should be noted that in seéarching the deed record,
the death record, the birth record, the city directories, I found no
record of the name Venderwhite.




flank of the mountain. Pussioce Sutie
rises sharply cut of the botiom of the
canyon on its North side. Prior to the
incident of 1934, the canyon was known 28
1000 Foot Canyon or Jump Off Canyon. By
1936, the infamy of the 1934 attack had
spread and it had received its name of
Ape Canyon, being noted ina Columbia
National Forest Spirit Lake District
Reorsational Guids.

In 1933, the miners, having ready access

to dynamite, blasted a shelf ocut of the

side of the canyon, approximately 300

feet from the bottom and began tunneling

in to the mountain. Logistios of this form South Side Pummice
of small mining were difficult. At this Butte/North Side Ape
point, they had foregons approaching the Canyon. 3013, Authozr's
site f£rom the South and were coming in by Photo.

way of Castle Rock and parking Marion

Smiths truck at Spirit Lake, the closest

road to the mine. From Spirit Lake, the

trail led approximately seven miles South

to Pummice Butte. All work tools, weapons,

and camping gear were packed in by the

men, If you broke a tool or needed

supplies, it took about two full days to

make the round trip from the mine, in to

town and baok again.

 APE ClwYar : Spirit Lake -

~_Ape Cemyon, whers the famous upe legeud of Mt. Recreation Guide
B, Holmy originated, ie found wt the scuth oud Columbia
of the Plains of Abraham. The treil’ goas arcund
& mnn: :bwoa ;:. Smith Oresk and thea into National Forest
) grasa s prospactor’s eabem W
'whass roof fell the rosks thromn by the Salry (1936). Aatfonal
apea, mocording to' the legemd, 8till atends oo o Arochives
| 1edge below the trail. i / :

United States Geological Suvey Quadrangle
Mount St. Helens, Washington (1983)




Leroy Perry Smith (1e1%) and
Fred Beok. Sowsell Studio
Portrait. The Portian: News,
(July 19, 1934). '

s
mine was seasonal. In the field portion of
the Ape Canyon Project, the earlisst I can
get up there is latse May. By Thanksgiving,
you'd better be out of there. Thers's just
too much snow. In 1933 and 1933, the
miners were tent camping on the West side
of Pummice Butte. Each day, they would
ascend the butte and make the life-
threatening 800=foot descent down its
East side to the mine, using ropes and a
ladder they had constructed for the last
30=foot drop.

The miners set up camp sarly in the year
and would leave it to return to town to
work their regular jobs and tend to
family affairs. At the end of the season,
all would bs dbroken down and hauled back
to Kelso for the winter,

The gold assays on the mining operation wers quite good, enough to enco
their return the next year. However, the miners started to take note of thiv
happening around them that could not be sasily explained. On several
occasions, at night, when bedded down, the party would hear loud, high-
pitohed whistling noises from the nearby ridgse top. Shortly after, a seconil
s8imilar sound would answer the first, frzom ancther ridge, opposite them. This
answer and call session would continue for several minutes and go silent
for the night. Host in the party, Marion Smith in particular had spent
decades in the mountains and could not recognize it. During the day, low
pitched thumping scunds would be heard nearby..nearly so low in decibel
that one could not quite tell from what direction it was coming from.

At the mens campsite, a waterway,
from glacier melt passed nearby to
drain in to the desp canyon. the
oresk split in to two parts,
leaving a sandy island in the
middle. One day Leroy Smith went to
the sand dar to clean pots and
pans from the nights meal.




. returned to the camp
site somewhat excited and agitated and
demanded that the othérs come to the
sand bar. There were two human=like
footprinte in the middle of the island.
But only two. Bsck reported them later
to be about 15 inches in length,
sinking 4 inches in to the sand...... Sut
only two. Therse were none leading up tc
theém, or any 1eading away. .."and not
one of us could conceive any earthly
thing taking steps 180 feet long. Ho
human being could have mads thess
tracks...and there's only one way they
could be mads, something dropped from
the sky and went back up". (3eck, 1967),

Track found near cabin
#ite. The photographer "Pen years ago, an old
f£il1led the print with talo prospector, Bill Burdiock,
and laid a T=square next to saw the animals, but no oné
it for scale. The Portland would belisve him.
News. July 19, 1934.
"Within the last four years &
definite descriptionof &
7 devil was given by & young
%% man who was fishing with
LasEY (1.2 5 T Bert Backman of Puget
not unfamiliar with previous reports Island.
of massive tracks and sightings of
monsterous hair-covered monsters in
the woods. "August Johansen and Chales
Stover, who have worked on the claims
with Smith and the othsers in former
years report sesing tracks, and other
reports of such tracks have been heard
according to rumors® (7ie Xelsonian.
July 16, 1934)

The young man ¥as fishing
alone when 2 huge shape
raised itself up from
pehind a log. It was 1ike 2
tremendous baboon and it
ripped a knotted 1imbd from
o stump and mads for the
youth with & low, rolling

Editorial Cartoon on the Smith party
report. The Portland Telegras. July 15,
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Spirit Lake. Hetskeors Atlae of Skeinnia
County. 1956
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walking upright like humans, naturally predated the arrival of Euro~
Americans to the Pacific Northwest. Surrounding Mount Saint Helens, the
Cowlitg, Yakima, Klickitat peoples have lived for centuries. Traditional |
stories involving these frightening denizens are few. However thers is
one, involving Spirit Lake and the origin of the basket.

Mount Saint Helens and Mount Adams to the East are rich with
hucklsberrys. The fruit has been collected for years as a food staple.
The first nation people have a basket tradition of making containers to
collect the harvest. Some baskets are small for easy collecting. Some axe
quite large, with slings to carry large amounts of berries back home.
Klickitat and Yakima use cedar. Cowlitz and Chehalis will use
alternatively bear grass, sweet grass and cedar in the weave.

There are two or thres "old=-time" tales among the Yakima, Klickitat and
Cowlitz Nations that desoribe the origin of these baskets. One involves
Cedar and Squirrel. Ons involves three sisters of the forest that first
gave the baskets to humans. The one regarding Spizrit Lake is not so
pleasant. "

In the old-time, the Yakima, Cowlits and Klickitat people would reside at
Spirit Lake for much of the year, gathering fish, huckleberriss and
other goods. Things were pretty good.

However, once and a while a young child, often a girl with red hair
would disappear from the family.




; ; the Mountain Spirits who lived above the

:® would snter camp, kidnap the children and stuff them in to these
e basksts with draw strings to prevent escape. These crsatures wers
, covered with hair and walked like humans. They wers known %o be
ive and wanted toc be left alone. Most of the time the children wers

s forever. Onoe and a while they would be returned ysars later..but

wohow different.

umans bad had enough of this after much time. They went to the
untain Spirits and cut a deal. They agreed to 1save the laks forsver
i not return if the creatures would give them the knowlsdge of the
ikets. They did and the humans left.

traditional weaving images of animals and pecple are incorporated
to the design. On cccasion the weaver will use an omincus figurson
& basket.

s of the last people known %o be kidnapped by the Mountain Spirits was
oman named Wannasay. She was returned to her family as a young

san. She died in the sarly 30th century and is duried in Woodland,
shington in a private cemetery.

Kliokitat Huckleberry
Basket. Note the image of
the large figure woven in
to the fiber near the
bottom.
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¢. returned around the 8th of July and
continued the mining work. Leroy was returning from the sprin
cabin one morning. The other four méen were working in the tunr
Hearing movement in the brush, Leéroy turned. Less than 50 feet f;
him, a massive oreature stood. Having his revolver with him as
father had ordered, Smith drew fired in to the creature three %’
The shots seemed to have no effect. The ocreature turned and rety
in to the woods.

That night, in the cabin, the party of five men began to make pi
leave and abandon the operation.

WILD APES ARE-REPUTED TO HAVE

The miners cabin.
The Orsgonian.
July 19, 1924,

"The first glimpse of one of the
animals came about 18 days ago
when Smith and Beck saw one
pesking from behind a tree at
them. They fired at the animal
and apparently hit it on the

side of the head. It £81l back. A
canyon lay between them and
their quarry, and by the time
they had passed the canyon the
animal had disappseared.”




? # returned in the Spring of 1934 and
% oabin. The gold was coming out of the mine well enough so that
vanted a struoture strong enocugh to hold tools and stores year~
nd survive the yearly snow fall. The cabin, built from logs was
L0 feet by 30 fest on a small shelf above the mins.

7 1a%, Marion Smith and Beck were at a spring to fetoh water less
fest from the cabin when Beck saw one of the creatures ahead,
out from behind a largse cedar. Seven to Eight feet tall, it
ght on two legs, covered entirely with dark hair, save for its

i hands. Beck immediately fired three shots at the monster,
0 feet away. Smith and Beok ran to the tres. There was nothing.
» no body. They noted the bark was skinned by Becks gun shots,

7 that the creature had besn hit. On the oppositse of the draw,
away, the creature was retreating up the hill, occasionally
t0 look at the men. Smith, although quite comfortable in the
ountains was getting nervous. He ordered that all men were

.8ave camp un armed.

#7i returned to Kelso a few days later to celsbrate the July 4th
y with friends and family. Although aware of the possible
that they might receive over such a fantastical story, ¥arion
could not kesp quist and told friends of what they had
r6d. Psople in the community had difficulty squaring it. A1l
» in the mining party had reputations of being honest and
. But there tale was quite unbelievablse.

‘ k 1t to be between six and
ssven feet tall covered with
hair of a dark brown or greyish
tinge. It had a flattish kind of
noss and face, resembling a
hairy man, not very large
upright ears and protruding
mouth and lips 1ike the baboon
or monkey family. When it
started toward me, I fired my
revolver at it and ran like the
devil was after me for the

more ubmﬂ the crea.hme I saw loek-
{Ing at me irom the spring,and which
glarted teward me when 1 shot ar-it
with: iy re\‘t\h'er. : oxid "m
Smith,

“How bix was i? ’ﬁ‘ss it stgn&sp
’iw- ot two lags or four- and jnst
‘»’\hnt did it Jeok fike?
>° “J1 ‘was| standing behind a-tr
‘from the Spring when I weat it
Fwater. 1 took 1t -

d stven feet.

of "3l thfk_,hréwu

Leroy Smith. Portland Telegram.
July 15, 1934.




THURSDAY, JULY 10%

Fred Beck, 1eft and Leroy Smith inside the cabin
recreating the scens. William Welch photo. The
Columbian. March 10, 1965.

i

S : =33 of July 10, 1934, Leroy was
again outside of the cabin. This time all of the other miners were insids the
cabin. The animal appeared again, coming out of the brush and started
toward Smith. Again, ready with his revolver, Leroy fired 4 to 5 shots in to
the oreature. Hearing the shots, the rest of the miners boiled out of the
cabin, armed and ready. Marion Smith later estimated that about 16 shots wezre
f£ired in to the beast between all of them. Fred Beck took the final shot with
his rifle. The creature was at the edge of the precipice with the canyon
behind it. Fred fired. Either the oreature toppled and fell or it crouched
down and skidded down the canyon wall, 300 fest below.

Shortly thersafter. Night fell.

The party was certain that they wers going to leave in the morning. Most
likely, for good. At approximately 11 that night, something struck the short
side of the cabin...very, very hard. Enough to knook out a chunk of split wood
that was used as chinking between the logs of the cabin. The weather was
reportedly clear. It was a full moon that night and it was bright. Fred and
Marion look out of hole whers the chinking was a moment ago. They could see
8ix or seven or eight of the creatures madly dashing and running around in
the moonlight.



B R BARGE R WSS A began to olimb on the roof and began
trying to smash t in. The door of the cabin began to shake. The miners,
terrified ripped apart the fir boughs that made up their bunks and
bolstered the door shut, trapping themselves insids. The cabin began to be
pelted with rocks and boulders.

As the attack began in earnest, the miners fired back, shooting through the
nole in the wall, shooting blindly through the split shakes that mades up
their roof when one of the animals was running across it. The metal
ventilator cap for the fire was torn off and rocks began raining down inside
through the néw hole in the roof. Beck's head caught one of the missles and it
rendered him senseless for a short time.

Realizing that they were going to run out of ammunition, and quickly at that,
they built up the fire as largse as they dared. They decided %o shoot as best
they could only when the creatures were actually trying to get in. They
soreamed and yelled at the oreatures.

"If you leave us alone, we'll leave you alone, and we'll all go home in the
morning”. (Beck, 1967).

Although not substantiated by contemporary reporis at the time, Beck wrote
in 1967 that a huge hairy arm was able to smash through the roof. Flailing

- around it found the handle of the small kid axe near the fire. It was

| withdrawing the axe when Beck grabbed the axe head and turned it sc that it
got held up on one of the r00f battens. Marion ran his rifle barrel along
aide the axe handle and fired. The oreaturs let go and the axe was safely
stored.

The attack continued all night.

At dawn, about 4am all was quiet. The five men mustered their courage and
opened the door. The creatures were gone. Massive human tracks and douldsers
1ittered the scene outside. A spars pile of roofing shakes was scattered
around the building. On one sids of the cabin, they found that during the
night one or more of the creatures had been digging st the base of the cabin,
trying to get in underneath.

They grabbed their guns and what ammunition they had left and started on
what was probably the longest hike of their 1ives, 7 miles back to the truck
at Spirit Lake.

*Jos Peterson said that he wouldn't go back for any money
and in 2act all the party claim to have an uncanny
fesling on the subject”.

FPortland Telezram. July 15, 1934.




: ' morning of July 11th, 1934, on the long walk
to the truck, the miners vowed not to say a word to anybody about what
had happened the night before. "We expsated to be laughed at", said
Marion Smith to reporters.

In my years of researching this, I've never besen able to fathom how they
oould not. And they couldn't.

The first person they encountered was Wilme Welch, the wife of the Spirit
Lake Ranger, Bill Welch for the Columbia National Forest. After a brief
discussion, ¥Marion found Bill as the rest of the party scurried in to the
truck.

After speaking with Marion, Bill Weloh followed him as he got in to the
venicle. He had never seen a group of grown men mors frightened in his
1ife. They "were just as wild as he (Smith) was, sitting thers clutching
their guns", (Weloh 1965).

My friend, John Pickering is a comrade and & great historical
researcher. John knew a family member of the owners of the Blue Ox
Tavern in Kelso in 1934 and the family story never died of when the
miners came in that Friday night, fresh from their encounter on the
mountain. They needed to tell their story and they did.

From there it spread 1ike fire. The first newspaper to print the story
was the Longview Dally News; which was an evening paper. The story hit
the Daily News on July 13th, about 6pm, 1esa than 48 hours from when the
attack on the cabin commenced. 1934 was an early year for the advent of
the AP wire. The Daily News had it and the story spread to many states in
a matter of days.

roghe man
wn4n front

William Weloch interviéw. 7ze Columbian,
Maroh 9, 1865,

"Well, I got 'im" the man said as he slowed down in front of Forest Guard
Welch. "Got who or what?"..."The mountain devil® ...."Tou mean a
cougar?..."No, the mountain devil.h..."You mean a wolverine?”....."No the
mountain devil." Welch, standing outside the barn eyeing the newcomer
warily, récalled him as & man who had been at the station two or threse
weeks earlier.




At the cabin. 1934.
(standing left to right).
Burt Hammerstrom,
freslance writer; Bill
¥Welch; Jim Huffman, Lewls
River Forest Ranger.
(seated). Frank (S1im) Lynoh
of the Ssattle Post
Intelligencer. The
Columbian. Mazxch 9, 1965

The Blue Ox Tavern. 1893,
Cowlitz County Historical

Museums
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Longview Dally ¥ews. July
13, 1934. The first word on
the attack.
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= the reporis stated that
the following week, half of any towns male population and half of the

towns armory was drained as hordes of exuberant hunters flocked the arsa
in what was to bscome known as the GREAT APE HUNT OF 1934.

. The Oregonian. July 19, 1934, |

APE HUNTERS ARE How
v :mr‘ f)fc'/ﬁfﬁou.> cxp :

The Portiand News. July 18, 1934



No More Devil Hunting

Herbert Van Valkenburgh. Fortland Polioce
Huseum,

-~ of the miners were convinced to return to
the site the following wesk, Fred Bsck and Leroy Perry Smith. They wers
accompanied by a reporter from the Portland News. They wers also
accompanied by two Portland Police detectives, William Dennan and Hebert
VanValkenburgh. Apparently, during the "tour® with the miners, the wind
was heavy and brush nearby rattled. Despite their polics training, the
detectives wers quite keyed up, as the first thing they did was to draw
their revolvers at the shaking bushes and send a large amount of rounds in
to the vegstation.

The police actions, and certainly combined with the amcunt of Ape Bunters
on the mountain, the forest rangers wers forced to demand that all arms
had to be checked at the nearest ranger station befors going on to the
mountain,

William Dennan. Portland Police Museum.
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: that could provide an easy explanation
to this strangs report came fast and furious from the public. Keeping in
mind the post=Victorian era of the United States, they included damning
accusations that ligour was the cause. Additionally, the miners were
thought to be Spiritualists. Neither of these explanations wers
substantiated and the miners denied both. As a side note, I perscnally
have had wine and beer in my 1ife and I've occasionally played arround
with a OQuija board, but at no time did I ever think that my house was
being attacked by monsters in the middle of the night.

One theory that has persisted throught the years is that the "Y" Boys
perpetuated the attack on the cabin.

Not to be confused with Harxry Reese's Boy Scout troupe, The Sait Helens
Apes of the 1950's, the YMCA ran a boys camp at Spirit Lake for many years
in the early 30th century. They staged a yearly hike to Pummice Butte,
camped the night and went back to the Spirit Lake. In 1934, thres of the
young campers did, in fact encounter the miners on Wednesday, July 9th.
The story they told later was that there was a confrontation, the miners
got angry and ran them off. In retribution, the young men snuck out of
camp Thursday night and threw rocks at the cabin.

Bill Welch. The Orsgonian.
July 19, 1834.

"They were all in camp that
night and the day these
fellows claim tc have had
their fight.” said he. "Wait
%11l you ses the cabdbin. Boys

could never have pulled
The Oregonian. July 13, 1934 the job."

The day that the story of the Mountain Devil attack was run in the
Oregonian néwspaper, thers was ‘anothor item, buried further back in the
same edition. "Y.M.C.A. BYS STAGE HIKE". The short paragraph describes the
hike to Pummice Butte, the campout on Wednesday night and that the

campers returned to Spirit Lake the next day, Thursday., ===== The
campers weren't there the night of July 10th. They were back in camp
seven miles to the North.
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Jorg Totsgi/aka Philip Hugh

dowell. The North American
Indian 1938 Year Book.

~ éeaﬁtiks Said to Ré‘a
tgnﬁﬁiaae

B:g -Breasted: Giant§: Ta
Revenge on Tmbesme

(CEDAR 1S LEFT ON ﬁEA__

Shagey Monslers Reputed to B
[ Strong fincush to Bull OIL-

Heads of HumansSe

BY JORG: TOTSGE - Clatlany: /F
i dlmr of -the Real American.
§ vIIOQUI.\.\(, Wash:, July

Jorg Totegl The Oregonian.
July 17, 1934

.

SUT T R

l'.\‘fﬂ"ﬂ.x‘l. v ‘~t‘;{

it
0 K

E! RO ¢

w
i U8
was anothor thecry that ;rcn.uod,
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I belisve this was a cass of a2 great man
getting sucker-punched by history.

Philip Hugh Howell, who wrots under the
name of Jorg Totagi was a membez of the
Port Gamble S'klallam nation.Herana
newspaper, the Real American, starting
in 1933 that was sclely dedicated %o
Native American affairs. He was a great
promoter of Native culturs, wasa
competition dancer and organszied many
Pow=Wows and other cultural svents
though the Pacific Nothwest region.

Totsgl was the first, shortly after the
attack to run a story on his take on the
events at Pummioe Butte. "APES DECLARED
70 BE SEEAH-TIK INDIANST, the headline
ran. The article went over the sventis
and Totsgl explained thatitwasa small
vand of Indians who attacked the cabin
that night. This is what latched on to
many of the publics mind and it stuck.
Only if one read the entirsty of the
article, would onse understand that
Totsgi described the band of Sesah=-tiks
to be an old slusive tribe that lives on
the mountain, being seven to eight feet
tall and covered entirely with reddish~
brown hair.

I believe it was Totsgi's intention %0
educate the public on "all things
Indian®, as he often wrots, including
older cultural stories of the area.
However, "The Indians Did It", was the
messagsé that becamse prominent and
didn't go away.




media sensations, faded quickly from the pubuc memory. The Great Ape
Hunt, following the attack never did bag their quarzy and the
mountain could relax again as the hordes of hunters lsft. Except for
the brief trip the following week that Beck and Leroy Smith led, the
miners never returned to the cabin. The mine claim was never proofed
and all mineral interests reverted to the public.

An item of note, howsver 1ies in a single doocument in the Skamania
County Auditor's Office. Required of all mining claim holders, Beck
filed a Proof of Labor in August, 1934, almost two ysars to the day
when location notics for the Venderwhite Mine was first filed. The
affidavit stated that all work was completed on July 10, 1834, Beok
and Marion Smith both stated that the gold assays were good on the
mine. The party had worked the mine for two ysars. They had taken the
trouble to build a formidable log cabin six weeks prior. They still
had about three months of good weather leéft to work the mine. But they
gave it all up and never went back.

Something must have scared them.

FRED BECK 7 &

STATE OF WASHINGTON,

CounT? of COvLiTZ. >

Freo Beck, Mack Re H, BSING FIRST DULY SWORN, EACH

o 924 FirTy~
FOR HIMSELF, DEPOSE AND SAY: THS oF JuNE AND Jury, | FT

J £ O¥2¢ AS THE
Two (E2) DAYS WORK WERE DONE SLAIN OR LEDGE KHOYR AS

£, YHICH 1S RECORDED IR

14 CousTy, WASHINGTON,

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFOR v oF AueusT, 19z4.

HOTARIAL) - :
( SEA AL 4‘ 2 OF CLASHINGTON

SEA

F1LED FOR Recosd AuGUST 9, 1924, A

Venderwhite Wine Proof of Labor.
Records of Skamania County.
August 9, 1924 :




E in the Ape Canyon Incident
n about 10 yesars ago. I supposs one could call it a mid~life

crisls, being only marginally better than running off with a hot

blonds and duying a red-convertable (whioh I managed to avoid).

After ressarching the svent for two or three years, I began to suspect
that the probable location of the cabin and mine, through a
topographical coincidence may have survived the eruption.So I
started looking.

There was never a map, or & solid description of the mine. Howsver,
thanks to the reporters who visited the cabin following the 1934
attack, I had a collection of clues that pointed me in the probable

direotion.

After about 3 to 3 years of séarching in the field and defying death
on the slopes of Pummice Butte and Ape Canyon, I was able to find the
cabin site in 3013. But that's a whole 'nother story. Maybe I'1l make a
Zine about it next yeaz.we.

Broken saw blade found at the
cabin site. 3013. Author photo.

Nails found at the cabin sits.
3013, Author photo.







FRED BECK, Author
1}

What, are Abominable Snowmen? Fred Beck is Hifalified o tell

what they are. He was one of a party of five miners attacked

by them in 1924, the most famous of such incidents in America.
The incident has become a legend in the Northwest. ff

He tellzi the real facts after 43 years of silence. up ¥
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Fred Beck. Frontice plate of original copy
in reference section Longview, Wash. Publioc
Library with original pencil insoription. I
Fought the Apemen of Mt, St. Helens, 1967.
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®YOURS IN A HIGHER DIKENSIONAL UNDERSTANDING




© 3019 MARC MYRSELL




	RootNode

