
Programming Ideas 
For use with your library’s MPLC Umbrella License® 

 
We’ve put together a brief list of programming ideas that will allow you to take full advantage of the 
wide variety of genres and unique motion picture companies available for use through either of our 
public library license packages.  All titles, except where noted with an asterisk*, are covered under our 
Family Friendly License Package.  Asterisk* titles will require the Family Friendly License with the 
Walt Disney Company addition.  Please be sure to review films and MPAA rating information prior to 
your screening to ensure that the subject matter is appropriate for your audience. 
 

African American History & Heritage 
Xenon Home Video distributes a number of theatrical releases, made for television movies, and direct to 
video programs that document and celebrate the African American experience in the United States. 
Coupled with titles from THINKFilm and 20th Century Fox, there are a number of titles that will 
enhance any Black History Month program at your library. 

• The Rosa Parks Story (Xenon) (2002) Emmy® nomination: Best Actress (Angela Bassett) 
• Mahalia Jackson:  The Power and the Glory (Xenon) (1997)  
• Race to Freedom:  The Underground Railroad (Xenon) (1994)  
• The Jackie Robinson Story (Xenon) (1950) 
• The Untold Story of Emmett Louis Till (THINKFilm) (2000) 
• Men of Honor (20th Century Fox) (2000) 

 
Anime 

Even those who do not consider themselves anime buffs may be familiar with the films of Hayao 
Miyazaki.  After years of commercial success and acclaim in Japan, Miyazaki’s films were brought to an 
American audience through the Walt Disney label, Buena Vista.  Miyazaki has a gift for creating wildly 
imaginative worlds filled with intrigue, adventure, and magic.  While made with a children’s audience 
in mind, viewers of all ages can appreciate the awe and wonder presented in Miyazaki’s family-friendly 
odysseys.  For additional anime titles, consider distributor Central Park Media, 
(www.centralparkmedia.com) which specializes in films and direct-to-video releases within this genre.  

• Howl’s Moving Castle (2004)* 
• Spirited Away (2001) Oscar® winner: Animated Feature* 
• Porco Rosso (1992)* 
• My Neighbor Totoro (1988)* 
• Castle in the Sky (1986)* 
• Nausicaä of the Valley of the Winds (1984)* 

 
Book-to-Movie Adaptations 

With numerous book-to-movie adaptations available for programming, reading groups and book clubs 
may wish to screen the motion picture version of their latest read.   While not always true to the original 
version in all aspects, film adaptations can be seen as the director’s interpretation of a text, encouraging 
discussion and analysis that can enhance the reading experience of library groups. 
 
Children’s Books 

• Clifford the Big Red Dog (Scholastic) (Various Titles) 
• The Magic School Bus (Scholastic) (Various Titles) 
• Horton Hears a Who! (Fox) (2008) 



• Nim’s Island (Fox) (2008) 
• The Seeker: The Dark is Rising (Fox) (2007) 
• Bridge to Teribithia (Disney) (2007)* 
• Aquamarine (Fox) (2006) 
• Eragon (Fox) (2006)  
• The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe (Disney) (2005)* 
• Because of Winn Dixie (Fox) (2005) 
• Holes (Disney) (2003)* 
• James and the Giant Peach (Disney) (1996)* 
• Anne of Green Gables (Disney) (1985)* 
• Sounder (Fox) (1972) 4 Oscar nominations including Best Picture 

Young Adult /Adult Books 
• The Secret Life of Bees (Fox) (2008) 
• The Devil Wears Prada (Fox) (2006) 
• Fast Food Nation (Fox) (2006) 
• Notes on a Scandal (Fox) (2006) 4 Oscar nominations 
• The Namesake (Fox) (2006) 
• Thank You for Smoking (Fox) (2005) Golden Globe nominee: Best Picture Comedy  
• Where the Truth Lies (THINKFilm) (2005) Cannes Film Festival nominee: Golden Palm  
• Cheaper By the Dozen (Fox) (1950) (2003)  
• A Midsummer Nights Dream (Fox) (1999)  
• Fight Club (Fox) (1999)  
• Ten Things I Hate About You (Disney) (1999) Based on The Taming of the Shrew* 
• Beloved (Disney) (1998)* 
• How Stella Got her Groove Back (Fox) (1998) 
• Smilla’s Sense of Snow (Fox) (1997) 
• Romeo + Juliet (Fox) (1996) 
• The Ice Storm (Fox) (1996) 
• Looking for Richard (Fox) (1996) Al Pacino analyzes Richard III  
• Waiting to Exhale (Fox) (1995)  
• The Joy Luck Club (Disney) (1993)* 
• Howards End (Sony Pictures Classics) (1992) 
• Something Wicked This Way Comes (Disney) (1983)* 
• The Diary of Anne Frank (Fox) (1959) 
• The Sound and the Fury (Fox) (1959) 
• The Sun Also Rises (Fox) (1957) 
• The Glass Menagerie (Fox) (1950) 
• Anna Karenina (Fox) (1948) 
• Jane Eyre (Fox) (1944)  
• The Grapes of Wrath (Fox) (1940) 

 
Celebrated Directors 

Sony Pictures Classics is the proud distributor of many films by acclaimed Spanish director, Pedro 
Almodóvar.  Perhaps the most important Spanish director of his generation, he is best known for his 
1988 international hit, “Women on the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown.”  The brilliance of Almodóvar’s 
work lies in superb story-telling, melodrama tempered with comedy, and memorable performances that 
light up the screen. 

• Volver (To Return) (2006) Oscar nominee: Best Actress 



• La Mala Educación (Bad Education) (2004)  
• Hable Con Ella (Talk to Her) (2002) 2 Oscar nominations; 1 win for Best Original Screenplay 
• Todo Sobre Mi Madre (All About My Mother) (1999) Oscar winner: Best Foreign Language Film 
• La Flor de mi Secreto (The Flower of My Secret) (1995) 
• Mujeres al Borde de un Ataque de Nervios (Women on the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown) (1988) 

Oscar nominee: Best Foreign Language Film 
 

Classic Movies 
The 20th Century Fox catalogue contains a fine range of captivating classic films.  Popular titles include a 
variety of Shirley Temple gems from the 1930s, Charlie Chan detective titles from the same period, 
screwball comedies by Howard Hawks, and  award-winning masterpieces by John Ford.  
 

• How to Steal a Million (1966) (starring Audrey Hepburn) 
• How to Marry a Millionaire (1953) (starring Marilyn Monroe) 
• Gentlemen Prefer Blondes (1953) (directed by Howard Hawks) 
• I Was a Male War Bride (1949) (directed by Howard Hawks) 
• All About Eve (1950) (starring Bette Davis) 14 Oscar nominations; 6 wins including Best Picture  
• How Green Was My Valley (1941) 5 Oscar wins including Best Director (John Ford) 
• Drums Along the Mohawk (1939) (directed by John Ford) 2 Oscar nominations 
• The Gunfighter (1950) (starring Gregory Peck) 
• Cleopatra (1963) (starring Elizabeth Taylor) 9 Oscar nominations; 4 wins  
• Miracle on 34th Street (1947) 4 Oscar nominations; 3 wins  
• Charlie Chan in Rio (1941) 
• Charlie Chan at the Wax Museum (1940) 
• Charlie Chan in Honolulu (1938) 
• Charlie Chan at the Opera (1936) 
• The Little Princess (1939) (starring Shirley Temple) 
• Heidi (1937) 
• Wee Willie Winkie (1937)  
• Curly Top (1935)  
• Bright Eyes (1934) 

 
Cult Favorites 

While not always award winning, cult films have a devoted following, and an ability to dazzle fans with 
poignant scenes, outrageous antics, and memorable quotes. Below are a few titles that have been 
frequently requested for various programs and special events. 
 

• Waiting for Guffman (Sony Pictures Classics) (1996) 
• History of the World: Part I (Fox) (1981) 
• The Rocky Horror Picture Show (Fox) (1975) 
• Young Frankenstein (Fox) (1974) 
• Ziggy Stardust and the Spiders from Mars (Fox) (1973) 
• M*A*S*H (Fox) (1970)  
• Planet of the Apes (Fox) (1968) 
• Valley of the Dolls (Fox) (1963) 
• The Day the Earth Stood Still (Fox) 1951 



 
Documentaries 

THINKFilm consistently represents the best in documentary filmmaking.  For many years, their titles 
have received Academy Award® nominations for Best Feature Length documentary.  When coupled 
with Sony Pictures Classics, your library gains access to quality films that explore and reveal little 
known worlds with integrity and creativity. 
 
Sony Pictures Classics 

• Jimmy Carter Man From Plains (2007) 
• Who Killed the Electric Car? (2006)  
• The Fog of War:  Eleven Lessons from the Life of Robert S. McNamara (2003) Oscar winner: Best 

Feature Documentary 
• Anne Frank Remembered (1995) Oscar winner:  Best Feature Documentary  

THINKFilm 
• Roman Polanski:  Wanted and Desired (2008) 
• Taxi to the Dark Side (2007) Oscar win: Best Feature Documentary 
• War/Dance (2007) Oscar nominee: Best Feature Documentary  
• Murderball (2005) Oscar nominee: Best Feature Documentary  
• Born Into Brothels: Calcutta’s Red Light Kids (2004) Oscar winner: Best Feature Documentary 
• The Agronomist (2003)  
• Spellbound (2002) Oscar nominee: Best Feature Documentary 

 
International & Foreign Language Films 

While Sony Pictures Classics distributes a distinguished array of foreign films—often garnering Oscar® 
wins for its spectacular titles, both THINKFilm and Fox Searchlight hold rights for numerous 
international titles that have won world-wide acclaim.  
 
Sony Pictures Classics 

• The Counterfeiters (Die Fälscher) (Austria) (2007) Oscar winner: Best Foreign Language Film 
• 12 (Russia) (2007) Oscar nominee: Best Foreign Language Film 
• Persepolis (France) (2007) Oscar nominee: Animated Feature 
• My Kid Could Paint That (Australia) (2007) Sundance Film Festival Nominee: Grand Jury Prize 
• And When Did You Last See Your Father? (UK/Ireland) (2007)  
• The Band’s Visit  (Bikur Ha-Tizmoret) (Israel) (2007) Cannes Film Festival winner: Un Certain 

Regard - Jury Coup de Coeur 
• Molière (France) (2007) 4 César Award nominations 
• Curse of the Golden Flower (Man Cheng Jin Dai Huang Jin Jia) (China) (2006) Oscar nominee: Best 

Costume Design 
• The Lives of Others (Das Leben Der Anderen) (Germany) (2006) Oscar winner: Best Foreign 

Language Film 
• The Child (L’enfant) (Belgium) (2005) Cannes Film Festival winner: Palme d’Or 
• Merry Christmas (Joyeux Noel) (2005) (France) Oscar nominee: Best Foreign Language Film 
• House of Flying Daggers (Shi Mian Mai Fu) (China) (2004) Oscar nominee: Best Cinematography 
• 3-Iron (Bin-jip) (Korea) (2004) 
• King Fu Hustle (China) (2004) Golden Globe nominee: Best Foreign Language Film 
• Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon (Wu Hu Cang Long) (Taiwan) (2000) 10 Oscar nominations; 4 

wins including Best Foreign Language Film 



THINKFilm 
• Where the Truth Lies (Canada) (2005) Cannes Film Festival nominee: Golden Palm 
• Control (Kontroll) (Hungary) (2003) Cannes Film Festival winner: Award of Youth 
• One Last Kiss (L’ Ultimo Bacio) (Italy) (2001) 
• Time Out (L’ Emploi Du Temps) (France) (2001) 

Fox Searchlight Pictures 
• Young at Heart (UK) (2007)  
• Under the Same Moon (La Misma Luna) (Mexico) (2007) 
• Once (Ireland) (2007) Oscar winner: Best Original Song 
• Water (Canada) (2005) Oscar nominee: Best Foreign Language Film 
• Separate Lies (UK) (2005) 
• Bend it Like Beckham (UK) (2002) Golden Globe nominee: Best Motion Picture Comedy 

 
Musicals 

When it comes to musicals it seems that children are fond of animated features, while adults may prefer 
live-action talent.  Luckily, there are plenty of programming options to satisfy audiences of all ages. In 
addition to animated blockbuster musicals released by Walt Disney, the 20th Century Fox catalogue 
contains a wide body of timeless Rodgers and Hammerstein classics. 
 
Live-Action Musicals 

• Moulin Rouge! (Fox) (2001) 
• Hello Dolly! (Fox) (1969) 
• The Sound of Music (Fox) (1965)  
• Mary Poppins (Disney) (1964)* 
• The Music Man (Disney) (1962)* 
• South Pacific (Fox) (1958)  
• Carousel (Fox) (1956) 
• The King and I (Fox) (1956)  
• Oklahoma! (Fox) (1955)  
• Carmen Jones (Fox) (1954) 
• State Fair (Fox) (1945) 
• The Gang’s All Here (Fox) (1943) 

Animated Musicals 
• James and the Giant Peach (Disney) (1996)* 
• The Lion King (Disney) (1994)* 
• Beauty and the Beast (Disney) (1991)* 
• The Little Mermaid (Disney) (1989)* 
• The Jungle Book (Disney) (1967)* 
• 101 Dalmatians (Disney) (1961)* 
• Peter Pan (Disney) (1953)* 
• Cinderella (Disney) (1950)* 
• Fantasia (Disney) (1940)* 
• Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs (Disney) (1937)* 
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