Eugenia Austin: Soil Scientist
[bookmark: _GoBack]Eugenia Austin grew up in Boulder, CO, the daughter of an elementary school teacher and a postal administrator. A shy, disciplined student, she became interested in biology in high school. Her class took a field trip to a farm in the 10th grade. "Of course I'd seen a farm before, but really only out the window of a car. I didn't know anyone who lived on one. So here we were in all our edgy high-school glory and the man showing us around, this was a flower nursery, he makes us dig our hands into the soil and cup our hands full of dirt and lift it up and smell it! It hit me in a second. This is why we can survive on this planet." She eventually got an PhD in Agronomy. When she's not at work, she enjoys crossword puzzles, photography, and is a ferocious scrabble player.  
