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Kids' Potential, Our Purpose 

Early Achievers and Libraries: 
Partners in Early Literacy  

• Shared goals 

• Shared 
information 

• Shared 
opportunities 



What is a Quality Rating and 
Improvement System? 

 

A QRIS is a framework for improving 
observable quality in child care settings.  

Early Achievers, 
Washington State’s 
QRIS, is at the 
forefront of a nation-
wide movement to 
increase availability 
and access to high-
quality early learning. 
 



Children 

Families 

Early Learning 
Professionals 

Early Achievers is Washington State’s framework for quality early learning and is 
designed to support: 
 



Early Achievers Partners 

 agencies promote 
a commitment to 
continuous  
improvement 

 

   
 is the 

lead agency for 
evaluation, 
assessment, and 

 assignment 

 

    
 is the lead 

agency for all 
 

activities, such as 
training and coaching 

 

 is the lead 
agency for  
development, 
integration, and 
policy 



What Does Quality Look Like? 

• Safe, well-organized with 
age-appropriate resources 

• A philosophy of supporting 
the development of the 
whole child 

• Nurturing and supportive 
relationships  

• Care and education that 
meets each child’s individual 
needs 

• Communication between 
parents and teachers 

• Meaningful efforts to 
embrace diversity 
 



Early Achievers Rating System 



Early Achievers Quality Standards 

Child Outcomes 

Interactions and 
Environment 



Early Achievers Quality Standards 

Staff Professional 
Development 

Curriculum and 
Staff Supports 

Family 
Engagement and 

Partnerships 



Children who 
receive quality early 
child care and 
education are more 
likely to: 

• Show improved 
math and reading 
skills 

• Graduate high 
school 

• Attend college 
• Earn higher 

wages 



Early development of social-emotional 
skills predicts social, behavioral and 
academic success into adulthood.  
 

Quality early learning 
supports positive social and 
emotional development.  



Early Achievers improves the quality of early care and 
learning in Washington State.  

What does that mean for families? 



Choosing child care is an 
important decision. Families 
deserve to know their 
children are receiving care 
that promotes their unique 
skills and cultures, and 
supports the development 
of the whole child. 
 





Who is Participating in Early Achievers? 

Early Achievers Data Dashboard, April 15, 2017 



What does Early Achievers mean for early learning professionals? 

• Training and Resources 
• Personalized Coaching 
• Professional Development 

Scholarships 
• Needs-Based Grants 
• Tiered Reimbursement 
• Quality Improvement Awards 



Continuous Quality Improvement 

• Personalized Practice- 
Based Coaching 

• Quality Improvement Plan 
• Infant-Toddler 

Consultation 
• Incentives and Supports 

Early Achievers supports continuous quality improvement through: 
 





Sharing Resources with Families 



Finding Additional Information 

To learn more about Early Achievers please visit 
www.del.wa.gov or contact us at qris@del.wa.gov  

Families can find participating providers and get help with their child care 

search by: 

Contact the CCA of WA  Family 

Center at 1-800-446-1114 or 

www.wa.childcareaware.org 

Visit Child Care Check at 

www.del.wa.gov  

http://www.del.wa.gov/
mailto:qris@del.wa.gov
http://www.wa.childcareaware.org/families/family-resources-1/your-child-care-search.
http://www.del.wa.gov/


Supporting Providers 

• Newsletter 
Articles 

• Trainings 
• Resources for 

providers 
 



Questions? 



 For additional information, please contact: 

Jennifer Norris at 360-407-3678 or jennifer.norris@del.wa.gov  

 

For more information about Early Achievers, please contact the 
QRIS team at qris@del.wa.gov or 1-866-922-7629. 

mailto:jennifer.norris@del.wa.gov
mailto:qris@del.wa.gov

