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Digital Media Jargon Decoder 
 

Activation 
Activation of Adobe Digital Editions (ADE) allows you to read Digital Rights Media (DRM)-protected Adobe (PDF or ePUB) 
eBooks.  The first time that you open Adobe Digital Editions, you must activate the program on both the computer and 
your reading device.  Activating with an Adobe ID (which is suggested) allows you to read the book from multiple 
locations (up to 6 computers and 6 devices). Although Adobe Digital Editions can be activated anonymously, activating 
anonymously ties the user to one computer, with no device transfers allowed. Additionally, eBooks imported via an 
anonymous ADE will not be readable if the ADE is later activated with an Adode ID. 
 

Adobe Acrobat Reader 
The Adobe Acrobat Reader is a free browser plug-in software which allows you to view, navigate, browse, and print 
portable document format (PDF) files. An ActiveXcontrol for Internet Explorer and a plug-in for Netscape Navigator are 
included and automatically installed in the browser of your choice.  
 

 
Adobe Digital Editions (ADE) 
Adobe Digital Editions is a free eBook reader software application used to read DRM-protected Adobe PDF or ePUB  
eBooks. Adobe Digital Editions must be installed and activated on your PC in order to use the DRM-protected Adobe 
eBooks available from Overdrive. 
 

Adobe ID   
An Adobe-ID is a user account with the software company Adobe. You are prompted to create an Adobe ID account the 
first time you open the Adobe Digital Editions (ADE) program. Activation of Adobe Digital Editions allows you to read 
DRM-protected Adobe PDF and ePUB eBooks. Adobe Digital Editions can be activated by using an Adobe ID, which 
allows recognition of your account across multiple computers or devices. Adobe Digital Editions can be activated 
anonymously, which limits readability of an eBook to the single computer to which it was originally downloaded. 
 
 

 

Adobe PDF Format 
Adobe Portable Document Format (PDF) documents use a standardized format as a method to exchange data files 
without affecting the original appearance. Some PDF files are reflowable, allowing you to change text size/page layout.  
 
 

 
AudioBook 
A spoken-word sound file of a narrator reading a book.  Common downloadable formats are WMA or MP3. 
 
Compatible 
A general term to indicate that a certain type of device can read, play or work with, certain specified file types.  In some 
cases, ‘compatibility’ can be forced through file conversions, but in general, the term refers to a native ability to work 
with specified file types. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plug-in_(computing)�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ActiveX�
http://digitalbooks.piercecountylibrary.org/10C62A47-20C4-48A7-BEAC-157F919F6967/10/425/en/Help-Reader-ADE.htm�
http://g-images.amazon.com/images/G/01/digital/otp/help/reflowable_text.html�
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Download 
This term refers to the transfer of information between computers or between the Internet and a computer. 
Information that might be downloaded includes files for images, documents, music, eBooks or software programs. 
 
 

DRM 
DRM is an acronym for Digital Rights Management, a broad term used to describe techniques for controlling transfer of 
digital content. This usually involves a software encrypted “license” that must be authenticated. 
 
 

eBook 
An eBook is a digital version of a regular print text book to visually read, as opposed to an audiobook to which you listen. 
Common formats available through library download are: PDF, ePUB, and Kindle (AZW).  In order to use downloaded 
eBooks in PDF or ePUB formats, Adobe Digital Editions must be installed and activated. 

 

eContent 
A general term for electronic content.Can refer to digital audiobooks, electronic books, digital video, or digital music 
files, or a mixed collection of any of these. 
 

E-Ink 
Display technology designed to mimic the appearance of ordinary ink on paper. Unlike a conventional flat panel display, 
which uses a backlight to illuminate its pixels, electronic paper reflects light like ordinary paper. It is capable of holding 
text and images indefinitely without drawing electricity, while allowing the image to be changed later. This is created via 
several different technologies, some using plastic substrate and electronics so that the display is flexible. 
 
 

EPUB eBook 
An ePUB eBook is a digital version of a print book, with reflowable text, which means that you can change the font, 
resize the text, or alter the size of your display, and the text will redistribute itself to fit the available viewing area.  

iPod, iTouch, iPhone 
Handheld devices from Apple. They utilize iTunes for transfer of files. They are not natively compatible with the WMA 
file type.  
 
 

iTunes 
 Free software that is required to transfer OverDrive audiobooks and OverDrive WMAmusic titles to Apple devices from 
Windows computers and to use OverDrive Media Console on Mac computers.  (Transfers must have permission from the 
publisher or record label.) 
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Kindle 
A series of eBook readers offered by Amazon, which are primarily encoded to read Amazon’s proprietary DRM-protected 
format (AZW). Most Kindle devices utilize wireless connections to download eBooks; however, some publishers have 
restricted wireless download to Kindles and require their books to be sideloaded to a Kindle via a USB cable. These titles 
have been identified such in Overdrive.  
 
 

 

MP3 
A popular compressed audio file format that can be played on most portable devices. 
 
 

MP3 Audiobooks    
An MP3 Audiobook is a spoken-word sound file of a narrator-read book that has been optimized for download at a bit 
rate of 64 kbs. MP3 Audiobooks are compatible with many different devices including cell phones, PDAs, iPods and most 
portable music devices.  
 

Nook 
A series of eBook readers offered by Barnes and Noble based on the Android platform. They support both ePUB and PDF 
file formats. 
 
 

OverDrive Media Console 
OverDrive Media Console (OMC) is software that allows you to download OverDrive audiobooks to your computer and 
transfer them to your portable device. You must download the appropriate version of Overdrive Media Console to your 
computer before you can download any audiobooks. The console can also serve as a player if you want to listen to the 
book on your computer. OMC is also used on mobile devices such as the iPad to read Adobe PDF and ePUB ebooks. 
 

OverDrive MP3 Audiobook 
An OverDrive MP3 Audiobook is an audiobook that has no Digital Rights Management (DRM) within it, and therefore no 
conditions on how you may use your downloaded audiobook. MP3 is a “universal” format and can be used with most 
players. 
 

Over DriveWMA Audiobook 
An OverDrive WMA Audiobook is an audiobook with WMA Digital Rights Management (DRM) within it, which means it 
forces compliance with conditions on how you may use your downloaded audiobook. There are iPod compatible WMA 
titles in Overdrive; however they have to be downloaded using a PC (Mac computers will not download WMA titles). 

Portable device 
A general term for a variety handheld hardware which can play audio or video, or display eBooks or any combination 
thereof. Formats that can be played on devices vary by device. See “Compatible”. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Android_(operating_system)�
http://www.overdrive.com/software/omc/�
http://www.overdrive.com/resources/drc/�
http://www.overdrive.com/resources/drc/�
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Sideloading 
The process of transferring an eBook file between two devices. By connecting your eReader to your computer with a 
USB cable, you can transfer the eBook file onto your reader (this usually involves dragging and dropping the title). 
 

Touch screen 
An electronic visual display that can detect the presence and location of a touch within the display area. The term 
generally refers to touching the display of the device with a finger or hand. Common touch screen terminology includes 
“tap” (brief touch with finger), “swipe” (move finger along screen either horizontally or vertically), and “press & hold” 
(touch the screen and hold for couple seconds). Touch screens can sometimes sense objects such as a stylus. 
 

 

USB 
This is the acronym for Universal Serial Bus, which provides a standard for connecting devices, usually to a computer, 
but is also used on other devices such as digital cameras, cell phones, game consoles and PDAs. 
 

Wi-Fi 
 

This term is a trademark of the Wi-Fi Alliance. It is short for wireless fidelity. A device with Wi-Fi can wirelessly connect 
to the Internet when it’s in range of a wireless router that is hardwired to the Web. Wi-Fi enabled devices can include 
mobile phones, personal computers and video game consoles. 
 
 

Windows Media Player 
Windows Media Player is a Media (audio and video) player software from Microsoft. It plays various media files. It is 
usually bundled with the Microsoft operating system, but can be downloaded for free. 
 

Windows Media Security Upgrade   
The Windows Media Security Upgrade is a one-time process that must be performed before Windows Media Player will 
allow any DRM-protected files to be downloaded. A security measure, the security update identifies the copy of 
Windows Media Player with the computer on which Windows Media Player is being used. Publishers often require this 
sort of security in order to discourage the unlawful redistribution of digital content. 
 
 

 

Windows Mobile Device 
Windows Mobile Device is any hardware handheld device running on the Windows Mobile Platform. 
 
 

 

WMA 
The Microsoft® Windows Media® Audio format. This file type is often DRM-protected (“WMA-Secure”).   Natively, it is 
compatible only with Windows platform computers and devices; however iPod compatible WMA files from Overdrive 
can be used if downloaded to a PC (but not a Mac). 


