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E-reader and E-book Resources 
 
General resource pages:  
WebJunction e-Books and Digital Audio Books: http://webjunction.org/collection-development-e-and-
digital-books 

o WebJunction resource page. How is your library making digital audio or e-books available to 
patrons? What best practices and lessons learned do you want to share? 

Maine State Library: http://www.maine.gov/msl/libs/tech/ereads/index.shtml 
o With the release of e-readers there is an ongoing discussion about e-books and the impact on 

public libraries. Information on e-reader comparisons, loaning e-readers, formats of e-books, 
and additional resources. 

7 Things You Should Know About E-readers (Educause): 
http://net.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/ELI7058.pdf 

o PDF on 7 things you should know about e-readers including what they are and how they work. 
From Educause. 

Pew Internet: Libraries and Learning Communities: 
http://www.pewinternet.org/Presentations/2011/Oct/Internet-Librarian.aspx 

o Director Lee Rainie gave a keynote address at the Internet Librarian conference that examined 
the potential role librarians can play in “learning communities” – both physical and virtual. He 
looked at five questions that libraries face as they consider their role in communities. 

 
E-readers and tablets:  
Gadget Ecosystem (WebJunction): http://www.webjunction.org/mobile-devices/-
/articles/content/127901692 

o We all know how fast the technology landscape is shifting. Although we can’t predict what’s on 
the 10-year horizon, we can at least look at what is here and now in the gadget domain. 
WebJunction resource page with articles. 

 
Guides:  
King County Library System e-Reader Guide: http://guides.kcls.org/ereaders 

o How-to videos for 11 specific devices: Android Phones, Android Tablets, Blackberry, Computers, 
iPad, iPhone, iPod Touch, Kindle, Nook, Nookcolor, Sony Reader, Windows Phones, from King 
County Library System (WA). 

Pierce County Library System Quick Guides: http://www.piercecountylibrary.org/books-
materials/audiobooks-ebooks/overdrive/Default.htm 

o Illustrated guides in PDF format on a variety of e-reader devices, from Pierce County Library 
System (WA). 

iPad for Dummies Cheat Sheet: http://www.dummies.com/how-to/content/iphone-for-dummies-
cheat-sheet.navId-407180.html 

o Covers the basics for operating your iPad. 
Getting Started with the iPad2: http://www.scribd.com/doc/69161856/Getting-Started-With-the-iPad-
2-by-Keth-Engwall-Catawba-College-Library 

o Step-by-step introduction to the new iPad. 
Motorola Xoom for Dummies Cheat Sheet: http://www.dummies.com/how-to/content/motorola-
xoom-for-dummies-cheat-sheet.html 

o Covers the basics for operating your Motorola Xoom. 
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BlackBerry PlayBook Browsing Tips: http://helpblog.blackberry.com/2011/07/blackberry-playbook-
browsing-tips/ 

o From the Blackberry Blog 
 
Reviews/News:  
ePub Books: http://www.epubbooks.com/blog/668/library-books-on-your-ereader 

o A blog about e-books, now firmly placed as a mainstream item, e-books have grown in 
popularity enough for many libraries to have started making digital versions from their 
catalogue available for lending. 

eBook Reader: http://www.the-ebook-reader.com/ 
o The-eBook-Reader.com is an organized, informative resource for everything about the world of 

digital reading and electronic book readers, from dedicated e-readers like the Kindle to tablets 
and smartphones. 

BookBee: http://bookbee.net/    
o Buzz on eBooks, newsletter style webpage. 

Why Amazon's Kindle Fire is like a razor: http://news.cnet.com/8301-1035_3-20113569-94/why-
amazons-kindle-fire-is-like-a-razor/ 

o It’s hot on the surface but there’s more to the story. 
Kindle Fire's shortcomings: Little storage, no Bluetooth?: http://reviews.cnet.com/8301-18438_7-
20113364-82/kindle-fires-shortcomings-little-storage-no-bluetooth/ 

o Review from CNET 
Using Accounts for E-Reader Devices (WebJunction): http://www.webjunction.org/mobile-devices/-
/articles/content/109325130 

o Provides a basic guide to the accounts you need to get to those e-books. 
Comparisons:  
Four Librarians, Four E-readers, One Month: 
http://www.libraryjournal.com/lj/technology/technews/892361-294/four_librarians_four_e-
readers_one.html.csp 

o Library Journal article, October 11, 2011 
2011 Best eBook Reader Comparisons and Reviews: http://ebook-reader-review.toptenreviews.com/ 

o Sort out the field of dedicated e-readers with this guide to reviews, feature comparisons, and 
rankings of 11 devices. 

 
E-books on the Internet:  
Epub reader: http://bookworm.oreilly.com/  

o Bookworm allows readers to add ePub books to their online library and read them on their web 
browser or mobile device. If you have a portable device that supports ePub (such as the Sony 
Reader or iRex iLiad), you can download your books to put on your e-reader. 

Free e-book sites: http://bit.ly/MUSF   
o 20 best websites to download free e-books, part II. 

Free How To Guides: http://www.makeuseof.com/pages/   
o Guides and articles on how to for a variety of topics. 

Librophile: http://www.librophile.com/   
o Free audiobooks and e-books. 

Ohio State University Press: http://bit.ly/kqc1d   
o The mission of The Ohio State University Press is to disseminate the best scholarship as widely 

as possible. Towards that end, they are making the complete texts of certain books available 
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from their website. You will need the free Adobe Reader or some other PDF-enabled program to 
read the text. 

Open Culture: http://www.openculture.com/   
o This collection features free e-books, mostly classics, that you can read on your computer, smart 

phone, or Kindle. It includes great works of fiction, non-fiction and poetry. 
Project Gutenberg: http://www.gutenberg.org/wiki/Main_Page   

o Project Gutenberg offers over 36,000 free e-books to download to your PC, Kindle, Android, iOS 
or other portable device. Choose between ePub, Kindle, HTML and simple text formats. 

 
Best Practices:  
Wisconsin e-book Summit: https://sites.google.com/site/ebooks4wi/home 

o At the national level, the Chief Officers of State Library Agencies (COSLA) recently studied and 
completed a report on e-book issues. The Wisconsin E-Book Summit addressed four issue topics 
identified in the COSLA study as well as the "same services" requirement for membership in a 
Wisconsin library system. 

Colorado State University eBooks and e-readers in Public and Academic Libraries: 
http://www.poudrelibraries.org/about/pdf/ereader-report-2011extended.pdf 

o PDF of Joint Ebooks Reader Committee Report on eBooks and e-readers in Public and Academic 
Libraries in Colorado. 

Report from ALA’s OITP eBook Task Force Meeting: http://infodocket.com/2011/06/29/report-from-
alas-oitp-ebook-task-force-meeting-with-harpercollins-by-peter-brantley/ 

o During the just concluded ALA 2011 Conference in New Orleans the ALA OITP (Office of 
Information Technology Policy) eBook Task Force talked with senior HarperCollins staff about a 
number of important issues. 

TOOLS FOR LEARNING: E Is for Explosion: E-readers, Etextbooks, Econtent, Elearning, E-Everything:  
http://www.internetatschools.com/Articles/Editorial/Features/TOOLS-FOR-LEARNING-E-Is-for-
Explosion-E-readers2c-Etextbooks2c-Econtent2c-Elearning2c-E-Everything-5bAvailable-Full-Text2c-
Free5d-68088.aspx 

o Aimed at teacher-librarians, this article is about the sudden proliferation of e-books, e-readers, 
e-textbooks, and interactive digital content that are demonstrating technology in education is 
approaching its flash point. 

The Kindles Are Coming: E-readers and tablets are springing up in schools—and librarians are leading 
the way: http://www.libraryjournal.com/slj/home/889110-312/the_kindles__are_coming.html.csp 

o E-readers and tablets are pumping new life into reading and learning: “…e-readers are bundling 
the three P’s of librarianship—participation, portability, and personalization—into one magical 
package.” 

20 Coolest iPad Ideas for Your Library:  http://www.onlinecollege.org/2011/09/05/20-coolest-ipad-
ideas-for-your-library/ 

o Whether using the iPad or a competitor’s tablet, librarians are resourceful in putting a cool new 
tool to work in the library. Ideas include using the tablet for roaming reference, mobile 
workstations and remote help for patrons. 

 
Loaning e-readers/tablets:  
Starting an e-Reader Lending Program at Your Library (video from Westchester Library System): 
http://www.westchesterlibraries.org/eReaderProgram 

o Video presentation from June 29, 2011. Includes resource PDFs. 
Setting up an iPad lending program: http://crln.acrl.org/content/72/4/212.full  
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o Over the past several months, Briar Cliff University staff have been looking at many ways to 
proactively help patrons become more comfortable with new technology, such as e-books, e-
book readers, PDF annotation software, and mobile interfaces. 

 
Available services:  
A Public Librarian’s Guide to E-Book Services, 2011: http://tmi.skygawker.com/PubLibEBooks.pdf 

o PDF showing available e-books services for public libraries as of August 18, 2011. Assembled by 
Jessie Mannisto, Google Policy Fellow, American Library Association. 

Integrating-iPads-and-Tablet-Computers-into-Library-Services: 
http://www.scribd.com/doc/68629165/Integrating-iPads-and-Tablet-Computers-into-Library-Services 

o ALA Publishing shares the slides from this October 2011 webinar. After listing the specs for the 5 
best-rated tablets (with a handy comparison chart on slide 35), the presentation explores the 
implementation of various library tablet programs.  

Policies/procedures:  
WebJunction e-Reader Policies and Procedures: http://webjunction.org/mobile-devices/-
/articles/content/120643671 

o Examples of library policies for e-reader use as shared by staff on WebJunction's Linked In Group 
LinkedIn WebJunction Discussion: http://www.linkedin.com/groups/e-readers-Liability-vs-Customer-
Service-1814025.S.41615948?qid=7d820ded-8ccb-4bbe-911c-9f861b335a75&trk=group_most_popular-
0-b-ttl&goback=.gmr_1814025.gmp_1814025 

o Discussion of e-readers and liability from the LinkedIn WebJunction thread. 
ALA Midwinter 2011: Thorniest Reference Question of the 21st Century: How Do I Use My Ereader?: 
http://www.libraryjournal.com/lj/home/888827-
264/ala_midwinter_2011_thorniest_reference.html.csp 

o Library Journal article, January 17, 2011 about customer service versus liability in assisting 
patrons with e-readers.  

eBooks Troubleshooting: http://www.webjunction.org/mobile-devices/-/articles/content/111961506 
o This guide covers some basic issues that arise between patrons and their e-book downloads, 

with the caveat that this may not apply to every situation. 
 
Training resources: 
Webinars 
 Infopeople Copyright Law Update 2011: Ebooks, Google Books, Patron Requests and New 

International Developments: http://infopeople.org/training/copyright_law_update 
o Archive and resources from the Infopeople webinar, on June 9, 2011 on copyright law 

and e-books. 
 Demystifying E-Readers: January 12, 2012  
 Developing and Maintaining E-Reader Policies and Procedures for Libraries: WebJunction 

Webinar, January 31, 2012 
 
Curriculum 
Documents and Digital Devices: http://libguides.wsulibs.wsu.edu/edocs 

o Lorena O’English, Washington State University Libraries, curriculum on documents and 
digital devices. 
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