
What’s New? 
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Washington State Library 
February 7, 2012 

Webinar 

. . . at the Census Bureau 

Washington State Library 
February 7, 2012 

Webinar 



Agenda 

• Selection of recent demographic data 
releases 

• Homepage:  census.gov 

• Data access tool:  American FactFinder 

• Exercise 
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2010 Census Data Files 
• Redistricting File - - released 

– State and sub-state counts down to the block level are shown for the total 
population and the population 18 years and over for 63 race groups and Hispanic 
or Latino origin; and not Hispanic or Latino by 63 race groups. (Released: 
February 3-March 24, 2011) 

• Summary File 1 - - released 
– This file shows detailed tables on age, sex, households, families, relationship to 

householder, housing units, detailed race and Hispanic or Latino origin groups, 
and group quarters. Most tables are shown down to the block or census tract 
level. (Released: June 16 -August 25, 2011)  

• Summary File 2 - - WA to be released Thursday, 02-09 
– This file shows detailed tables on age, sex, households, families, relationship to 

householder, housing units, and group quarters. Most tables are shown down to 
the census tract level. Tables are repeated by 75 major race groups, 114 
American Indian and Alaska Native groups, 47 Asian groups, 43 Native Hawaiian 
and Other Pacific Islander groups, and 51 Hispanic or Latino origin groups. 
(Released: December 15, 2011-April 2012) 
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American Community Survey 

• 2010 Products - - released 

• 2011 Products - - release schedule 

– 1 year (2011) estimates - - September 2012 

– 3-year (2009-2011) estimates - - October 2012 

– 5-year (2007-2011) estimates - - December 2012 
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New 
Census 
Bureau  

Homepage 
(census.gov)  

American FactFinder 
is the single entry 

point for census data 

Simple data searches 
 are linked from  
the homepage: 

 
1. QuickFacts 

2. Interactive Map 
3. Population Finder 

 



1.  QuickFacts 
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2.  Interactive Map New 
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Click on a state 



3.  Population Finder 
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Must meet population threshold 
of 5,000 residents for inclusion in 

Population Finder 



Homepage Footer linked to  
Program pages and  

Special Interest pages 
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Publications:  
Drill down to 

access census 
tables back to 1790 
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Governments Page: 
Library Surveys links 



Poverty 
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SAIPE provides poverty  
estimates of children by  

school district 

What is “poverty?” 
How is it measured? 
Which survey should I use? 



New 
Look 

New 
Tools 

Easier 
Access 

Accessing and Using   

Census Data 

The Newish American FactFinder (AFF) 



A Word About Browsers  (02-05-12) 

• Recommended browsers 
– Internet Explorer 7.0 
– Mozilla Firefox 3.6 

• Some compatibility issues 
– Safari 
– Google Chrome 
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AFF Mainpage 

Quick Start Text Box 
(only available from the Mainpage) 

Enter a topic / table name or geography alone, 
or Enter a topic / table name and geography 

Nine tutorials take 
3-5 minutes each to 

complete - - the 
AFF2 search and 
navigation tips (in 
your packets) are 

based on these 
tutorials. 

A “Virtual Tour” is 
also available. 



Filters Column 
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available from both the Main and Search tabs 

. . . or  
begin a search by entering  

a topic or table number in the 
Search for text box 
(example:  children) 



Search Results Pane 
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Available selections change as you 
apply filters, which then appear in the 
Your Selections box.  You make your 
final selection of  data product (table) 
from this list and then view the result. 

Search Results = number of  data 
products currently available, 

before filters are applied 

“i” (information) 
icon = to display 

table shell 

Search for text entry will further 
refine selections available 



 
Very Important . . .  

 

All the filters you choose must 
appear in the Your Selections box 

before you make your final selection 
of  a data product (table) 
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Search Using Geography: 
Name tab  

Enter text or 
use geo filters 

Geographic 
selections added 

to Your 
Selections box  

Search Results updated under 
geography overlay 

Close overlay 
after verifying 

your final choice 
is included in the   
Your Selections 

box 
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Search using Geography: 
Address tab 

Search for geographies by 
 entering an address 

then 
Select geographies to 

 add to Your Selections 



Search using Geography: 
Map tab 

• Select a single 
geography by 
clicking on the 
map 
 

• Select multiple 
geographies by 
drawing a 
rectangle or 
circle on the map 
 

• Add the 
selected 
geographic 
areas to “Your 
Selections” 
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By using . . . 
•  Text box 
or symbol . . .  
•  Point 
•  Rectangle 
•  Polygon 
•  Circle 



Search using 
Population Groups 

Population Groups overlay functions like 
Geography overlay  
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. . . As does the Industry Codes overlay 

Search using Industry Codes 
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View a Table 

View your selected search results  
 

Bookmark the data for future use 
 

Download the data in multiple 
formats 

• Excel 
• Comma-Delimited 
• PDF 
 

Create a thematic map from the table 
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Modify a Table 

• Collapse or expand groups of  data 
•  Reorder rows and columns 
•  Transpose rows and columns 
•  Filter results 
•  Reset table to its original view 
•  Bookmark or save query 
•  Download table 
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Create a 
Thematic Map 

(“on the fly” from a table) 

Data Classes and Colors: 
• Change colors and transparency  
• Modify number of  classes  
• Revise classing method 
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Boundaries and Features: 
• Select / Deselect, then 

Update 
Find a Location: 

• By place name 
• By address  
• By latitude and longitude 
• By geographic area 

Map Markers: 
• Place a map marker 
• Place text on a map 

Caveats: 
•  One theme (only) per map 
•  At least two (same level) geographies 
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LEGEND  
•  Zoom to state 
•  Zoom in 
•  Zoom out 
•  Pan 
•  U.S. view 
•  Identify 
•  Statistical significance 
•  Print Map Tools 



  
Exercise  
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Find the most current 
information on the 

percentage of  people in 
Issaquah, Washington* 

with bachelor’s degrees. 

*Issaquah’s population grew from 24,418 in 2008 to 30,434 in 2010.  



To begin:  Open AFF page, then open Topics 
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Expand People 
    Then expand Education, then 

Educational Attainment 



Now select your geography the “easy” way: 
Expand Geographies filter, type Issaquah.  Issaquah 

city, Washington appears as a drop-down choice.  
Click on it, then click GO . . .  
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Check the box to the left of  Issaquah city in the 
Geography Results pane, then click on Add.  This will 

move Issaquah to the Your Selections box . . .  

32 



Once you have confirmed that Issaquah is in the Your 
Selections box (and ONLY then), close the Geography 

window.  Select table S1501 by checking the box to the 
left of  it and clicking View 
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This is a portion of  the table view  - - 61.8% of  all 
residents of  Issaquah have a bachelor’s degree 
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Is this a reliable estimate?  (See the margin of  error.) 
What period does this estimate cover?   
Hint:  Remember the dataset. 



Data Questions? 

Seattle Regional Office* 
patricia.a.farnam@census.gov 

206-381-6260 
 
______________ 
* Will remain open thru December 2012 
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mailto:patricia.a.farnam@census.gov�


Thank you! 

Linda Clark 
Data Dissemination Specialist 
Pacific Northwest and Alaska 

Los Angeles Region 
U.S. Census Bureau 
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Workshop Information 
 Data Questions 

linda.clark@census.gov 
Mobile:  206-446-8794  

mailto:linda.clark@census.gov�
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