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 Featured Project Profile: Rhode Island’s First Responders Receive Training to Limit Damage to 

Collections 

o The Rhode Island Office of Library and Information Services (OLIS) spearheaded a model 

program to help first responders and collecting institutions prepare for and respond to 

disasters. 

 August Director's Message: A Comprehensive Strategy to Strengthen STEM Learning Must 

Include Libraries and Museums 

o Quality STEM education is important for the nation as a whole and for individual 

citizens. A robust and capable STEM workforce is crucial to United States 

competiveness. Research links STEM education to the future security and economic 

success of the United States, and opportunities for STEM-related careers are increasing. 

However, we know that students in the U.S. rank in the middle of the pack compared to 

their peers internationally, and, in some economic sectors, job applicants do not have 

the STEM knowledge and problem-solving skills that employers need. 

 The Latest News 

 UpNext Blog Posts 

o Interview: Idaho Commission for Libraries: Libraries in Idaho are advancing libraries as 

community anchor institutions and preparing new generations for college and careers 

through early literacy efforts and by promoting digital proficiency. Read More 

 IMLS on the Road 

 

UpNext: The IMLS Blog 

October 2014 

http://blog.imls.gov/  

October is Art Beyond Sight Awareness Month 

Posted on October 17, 2014 by mheintz  

By Elisabeth Axel, President & Creative Director, Art Beyond Sight 

Each October, Art Beyond Sight (ABS) and our partners around the world celebrate Awareness Month, offering 

opportunities to highlight inclusion initiatives in museums, libraries and other cultural venues. 

ABS started Awareness Month in 2003 to raise awareness of the importance of accessibility to the arts for people who 

are blind or have low vision. Since then, this global initiative has grown to include more than 200 partners and now 

focuses on all disabilities. From the folks just getting started, to the regularly sought after advisory board member, 

Awareness Month is a chance to retrain, recharge, and remind us that a good program is made great when it is 

inclusive. 
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Awareness Month 2014 marks the launch of our ABS Inclusion Toolkits. These toolkits were developed in response to 

interests and needs expressed by museum representatives across the country. Use the toolkits to: 

 Learn about the cost of access. 

 Design a structured approach to gathering input on inclusion from your stakeholders. 

 Get firsthand insight on barriers to the arts and culture experienced by those with disabilities. 

 Access resources to support front-line staff. 

 Discover the basics behind audio description, tactile experiences, and captioning. 

Here are ways that you can get involved in ABS Awareness Month: 

 Connect with ABS on Facebook and Twitter and sign-up for our e-blasts for information on enhancing 

accessibility in your organization. 

 Learn more about inclusive programs by participating in the free ABS Crash Course on October 27. Access the 

schedule in advance to find sessions of interest to you and your colleagues. 

 Submit a story to ABS that features your accessible programs for our Awareness Month Blog. Learn more here. 

 Visit the ABS Awareness Month website to access the ABS Inclusion Toolkit and to learn more about Awareness 

Month. 

This project was funded in part by the Institute of Museum and Library Services. 
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