
Public Libraries Participating in the Development of a National Data Set: 
Washington Peer Comparison Libraries 
 
About the Edge Initiative 
The Edge Initiative was developed by a coalition of leading library and local government organizations 
with funding from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and led by the Urban Libraries Council. It was 
created with the vision that all people should have opportunities to enrich and improve their lives 
through open access to information, communication and technology services provided by public 
libraries. 
 
Your Important Role in the National Sample 
To further enhance the value of Edge and help libraries understand their results, library leaders across 
the country who have tested Edge have asked for ways to compare themselves with peers. With your 
help, the Edge team is ready to deliver. Your results will be used (anonymously) to create peer 
comparison reports for all Edge libraries. 
 
Beyond playing a critical role in ensuring a statistically valid sample, I encourage you to fully utilize the 
Initiative to enhance and improve your library’s technology services. By participating, you’ll have access 
to all of the tools, resources and support provided by the Edge team. You will complete the Edge 
Assessment and utilize the Edge Toolkit, which will give you a look into local data, from operations to 
partnerships and programming, to assessing how your community is benefiting from public technology 
services.  
 
National Launch: Creating a Comparison Tool for Public Libraries 
To help libraries understand their results, Edge library leaders have asked for ways to compare 
themselves with peers. A principal goal of Edge’s 2014 national launch is to generate comparison data 
that libraries need.  
 
To create this data, a select random sample of libraries in your state will have access to all of the tools, 
resources and support provided by the Edge team. Their participation, in addition to its value to the 
individual library, is especially critical to the Edge program as their results will be incorporated into the 
broader peer comparison data set.  
 
 

Peer Comparison Libraries Peer Comparison Libraries 

EVERETT PUBLIC LIBRARY 

WA0051 
SEATTLE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

WA0064 

FORT VANCOUVER REGIONAL LIBRARY DISTRICT 

WA0058 
SPOKANE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT 

WA0066 

KING COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM 

WA0059 
TIMBERLAND REGIONAL LIBRARY 

WA0069 

http://www.libraryedge.org/benchmarksv1/toolkit
http://www.libraryedge.org/state-libraries?uid=1&field_lib_not_share_state_value=All&title=&order=title&sort=asc
http://www.libraryedge.org/state-libraries?uid=1&field_lib_not_share_state_value=All&title=&order=title&sort=asc
http://www.libraryedge.org/library-detail/WA0051
http://www.libraryedge.org/library-detail/WA0064
http://www.libraryedge.org/library-detail/WA0058
http://www.libraryedge.org/library-detail/WA0066
http://www.libraryedge.org/library-detail/WA0059
http://www.libraryedge.org/library-detail/WA0069


Peer Comparison Libraries Peer Comparison Libraries 

KITSAP REGIONAL LIBRARY 

WA0060 

WALLA WALLA COUNTY RURAL LIBRARY 

DISTRICT 

WA0047 

PEND OREILLE COUNTY LIBRARY DISTRICT 

WA0041 

WHITMAN COUNTY LIBRARY 

WA0048 

Other Participating Libraries Other Participating Libraries 

ELLENSBURG PUBLIC LIBRARY 

WA0035 

SPOKANE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

WA0067 

LIBERTY LAKE MUNICIPAL LIBRARY 

WA0074 
 

 
 

Fifteen Washington Public Libraries to be Invited to Participate in Edge 
in 2014 as Preview Libraries:  
 
Preview Edge in Your States 
Throughout the development process, we’ve learned that the state library is an important partner to the 
Edge Initiative, and libraries are given the best opportunity to engage with the program when they 
participate through their state. With that in mind, we are pleased to invite your state to preview Edge in 
2014. To preview the program, you can select up to 15 libraries in your state to participate at no charge 
in 2014.   
 
Edge is a powerful tool for state libraries – providing you with solid data about public access technology 
in libraries in your state, as well as a framework for conversations with your public libraries about their 
technology services and how they serve communities.   
 
Through selected preview libraries and national sample libraries, state library agencies will have the 
opportunity to get familiar with Edge. Once you have decided to preview Edge in your state, the Edge 
team will provide tools, support and training so that your state library staff will be better prepared to 
interact and support your participating libraries. 
 
Because not every state may choose to offer the program, Edge is also providing an option to ensure 
individual libraries still have access. In 2014, a handful of libraries will be able to participate in Edge on 
an individual basis. If a library from your state signs up individually – outside of the preview and peer 
comparison – you will still see their information in your Edge state library accounts. 
 

http://www.libraryedge.org/state-libraries?uid=1&field_lib_not_share_state_value=All&title=&order=title&sort=asc
http://www.libraryedge.org/state-libraries?uid=1&field_lib_not_share_state_value=All&title=&order=title&sort=asc
http://www.libraryedge.org/library-detail/WA0060
http://www.libraryedge.org/library-detail/WA0047
http://www.libraryedge.org/library-detail/WA0047
http://www.libraryedge.org/library-detail/WA0041
http://www.libraryedge.org/library-detail/WA0048
http://www.libraryedge.org/state-libraries?uid=1&field_lib_not_share_state_value=All&title=&order=title&sort=asc
http://www.libraryedge.org/state-libraries?uid=1&field_lib_not_share_state_value=All&title=&order=title&sort=asc
http://www.libraryedge.org/library-detail/WA0035
http://www.libraryedge.org/library-detail/WA0067
http://www.libraryedge.org/library-detail/WA0074

